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Thought for today
Tolerance wins the

hearts of others.
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DNA delegation raises media
related issues before DC(SA)

Port Blair, Dec 16: A delegation of
mediap erso ns consi stin g of  Mr.  K
Ganeshan, President, Daily Newspaper
Association (DNA Proposed), Mr. Vijay
Kr. Roy, Editor- in-Chi ef, Th e Echo  of
India and Mr. Sanjib Kr. Roy, Andaman
Sheekh a on Thursd ay met Mr. Suneel
Anchipaka, Deputy Commissioner (SA)

and raised various issues concerning
the local pri nt media. They appri sed
the Deputy Com missi oner about the
issues and challenges faced by the local
p ri nt  m ed ia.  I ssues such as fast
clearance of  pend ing adver tisem ent
bills by government departments of the
administration, enhanced government

advertisements to local print media etc
wer e d i scu ssed .  T h e D ep u ty
Com missio ner (SA) said th at lo cal
m ed ia h er e has been  p layi ng  an
important role by way of raising issues
con cern ing the general pub lic.  He
assured all p ossib le suppor t to the
media here.

Doordarshan
telecast

Port Blair, Dec 16:
Doordarshan Kendra here
will telecas t DOCTORS
SPEAK Live Phone in
programme on the topic
“Mental health problems
in children on
Adolescents”  tomorrow
from 5 pm to 6 pm. In the
programme, Dr  Kushal
Kumar Baidya, will be the
exper t.  Viewers can
par ticipate in the LIVE
Phone-in programme on by
dialing 244745 /
9476046367.

MP demands two additional power
generators for Swaraj Dweep

Port B la i r,  Dec  16:  The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Mr. Kuldeep
Rai Sharma requested the Chief
Secretary  of Andaman and Nicobar
Administration to install atleast tw o
new  DG sets in the Is land by
Administration so that suffic ient
pow er is generated in Sw araj
Dw eep for the general publ ic and
also for the Tourism Infrastructures.

In  a le tter  to  the C hief
Secretary, the Member of Parliament
said that the Swaraj Dw eep Island
is w itnessing sev eral hour  long

pow er c uts ev ery day  and the
reason behind these long pow er
interruptions is  the gap betw een
demand and supply  of total pow er
requirement of the Island.

He added that s ince 2018
correspondences are being made
in th is  regard to  s end s om e
additional pow er generators for
Sw araj  Dw eep bec ause the
pres ent DG s ets ins tal led in
Sw araj Dw eep are unable to meet
the pow er requi rem ents in the
Is land due to inc rease in Tourist
inflow .

The M ember of Parliament
mentioned that dur ing Cov id-19
lockdow n the pow er requirement
w as low  in Sw araj Dw eep and
hence in las t one and half y ear
the problem  w as not serious but
w ith increase in number of tourist
arrival, the pow er requirement has
gone up, res ulting in  7 to 8 hour
long pow er cuts in Sw araj Dw eep
on daily  basis. He mentioned that
as Tourism is the main industry  of
A & N  Is lands and it prov ides
thousands  of jobs,  this  iss ue
kindly  be taken up on priori ty.

Por t B la i r ,  Dec  16:
“Sw arnimVijay  Diw as 2021”  w as
celebrated on 16 December 2021to
commemorate the splendid v ictory
achiev ed by  India ov er Pak istan
50 y ears  ago w hich saw  the
emergenc e of Banglades h as an
independent nation while India rose
as a regional power to reckon w ith.
With this decisiv e v ictory  ov er a
formidable opponent the Armed
Forces of India once again affirmed
themselv es as a strong component
of National power.

The 1971 Indo-Pak War began
w ith Pakistan launching pre-emptiv e

Por t B la i r , Dec  16:  An
Educational and Motiv ational
programm e on C atch the R ain
Phase II campaign supported by
N ational  Water M is sion w as
organized by Nehru Yuv a Kendra,

“VIJAY DIWAS-2021” Celebrationat
Military Station Birchgunj

air strikes against 11 Indian airbases
on 03 December 1971. The war was
forced upon due to w idespread
genocide of people of East Pakistan
carried out by  an oppressive military

regime under General Yahy a Khan
of Pakistan. The w ar, w hich w as
short and intens e, w as fought on
both Eastern and Western fronts.
The 13 day s w ar  resulted in
complete surrender of Pak istan
forces  and the creation of
Bangladesh. The Indian Armed
Forces reigned supreme ov er the
Pakis tani m ili tary  in  the battle
field.The battles fought show cased
fine ex amples of grit, determination
and brav ery  of our soldiers.

To commemorate the occasion
a befitting Guard of Honour by  the
Quad Serv ice Guard w as
conducted to pay  homage to the

NYK Kamorta conducts
‘Catch the Rain’ Campaign

Kamorta Wednes day  at Bada
Enaka v illage in  w hich 45 y outh
from different area participated. The
objective of the campaign is to make
aw are and educate y outh leaders
and v olunteers on the need of w ater

conserv ation, rain w ater harvesting
, minimizing w astage and reuse of
w ater. On the occasion Smti Helena
C hris topher ,  1st C apta in,
BadaEnaka v illage w as the chief

IGNOU re-
registration date

extended
Port Blair, Dec 16: The

website link at Indira Gandhi
National Open University

(IGNOU)
site www.ignou.ac.in is open

to pay the Re-Registration fee
for January, 20 22 session. In

IGNOU, Re-registration is
the process of payment of fees

for the subsequent year of
study for a  particular

academic programme. The
students are a dvised to log

on to IGNOU site for timely
payment of their 2nd year or

3rd year fees. Similarly BCA,
MCA stu dents are advised to

pay the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and
6th semester fees through

online. The last date of online
Re-Registration is extended
upto 31st December, 2021.

Port B la i r,  Dec  16:  The
v acc ination driv e is c ontinu ing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 5,80,048
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx .). A total of 1,77,010 eligible

COVID-19 Vaccination going smoothly in isles
people in the age group of 18 to 44
y ears have been vaccinated till date.
A total  of 1813 people w ere
v acc inated in these islands on
Wednesday. 1654 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in South Andam an
District, out of w hich 60 beneficiaries
w ere in the age group of 18-44 y ears.

Similarly, 139 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in  N orth & M iddle
Andaman District out of w hich 5
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44. 20 beneficiar ies w ere
v accinated in Nicobar District out of
w hich 1 beneficiary  w as in the age
group of 18-44.  

Port Blair, Dec 15: The District
Administration in coordination w ith
Health Department is continuing w ith

“Har Ghar Dastak” campaign
by District Administration

the COVID v accination driv e and
TB Activ e Case Finding (ACF)
surv ey  at community lev el and the

same w as carried out at Shoal Bay
v illage from 10.00 AM to 01:00 PM
and at Dolly gunj v illage from 05:00

PM to 09:00 PM. On spot w alk-
in COVID v accination was giv en
to the eligible beneficiaries. A team
of District TB unit along w ith
Dis tric t TB officer  conducted
Ac tiv e Cas e F inding (AC F)
survey  by  v isiting the houses of
TB patient’s and their contacts and
the identified suspects hav e been
asked to go for further testing at
TB unit of GBPH.

M r Suneel Anc hipaka,

Port Blair, Dec 15: The District
Consul tativ e Com mittee of South
Andaman District w as held under
the Chairmanship of Shri Suneel
Anchipaka, Deputy Commissioner,
South Andaman at Conference Hall,
Dis tric t Office to rev iew  the
performance of Banks under Annual
Credi t Plan, Central Sponsored
Schemes and Flagship Schemes See... Page 02

District Consultative
Committee meets

of Gov t. of India.
The Deputy  C ommissioner,

South Andaman adv ised the banks
to giv e more thrus t on Social
Security Schemes (Jan Suraksha
Yojna)  l ike Pradhan M antr i
Suraksha Bima Yojna (PMSBY),
Pradhan Mantri Jeev an Jy oti Bima
Yojna (PMJJBY) and Atal Pension

Port Blair, 16th Dec, 2021: The
C entra l Board of Sec ondary
Education (CBSE) on T hursday

said it has decided to stop the
phy sical evaluation of OMR answer
sheets at the exam centers on the
day  of test itsel f for the ongoing

Board exams: CBSE stops
physical evaluation of OMR

answer sheets at centers
c lass es  10 and 12 board
examinations.

The decision came into effect
from today  December 16, it
said. The board, how ev er,
did not cite any  reason for
the sudden change in norms
w hen the ex am s  are
underway.

“ T he prac tic e of
ev aluation on the same day

in the ex amination centre is being
stopped from December 16. All the
Centre Superintendents w ill pack

See... Page 02

ANTCC celebrates 50th anniversary
of Bangladesh Liberation War

Port B lai r , Dec 16:  The
Andaman & N icobar Terri torial
Congress Comm ittee (ANTCC)
celebrated the 51st anniversary  of
Bangladesh Liberation War 1971

during a simple y et impressiv e
function held at Gandhi Bhaw an
here on Thursday. The function was
organized under the chairmanship

of ANTCC President Shri. Rangalal
Halder ,  AN TC C  C am paign
Committee Chairman Shri. TSG
Bhasker and DCC President Shri.

V.K Abdul Aziz. They  paid homage
to the 4,000 soldiers killed in the
battle  and the w inners of 513 Vir
Chakra, 77 Mahav ir Chakra and 4
Param Vir Chakra.

Address ing the gathering of
Congress w orkers, Shri. Halder
traced the history  of India’s greatest
mi litary  v ictory  that led to the
c reation of Banglades h. He
remembered the strong and dy namic
leadership of Sm t. Indira Gandhi
under w hose stewardship the brav e
Indian army  lead the nation to
unmatchable v ictory  in the history
of w orld and it w as unique v ictory
w hen Pakistan w as div ided into tw o
countr ies in jus t 13 day s of w ar
agains t all sorts  of pressures and
ignoring the threats from U.S as

See... Page 02

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
*  Data of al l  the plans

marginally increased
*  T he Bandw ith in  DSL

remains upto 10Mbps w hile in FTTH
y ou w ill get upto 300 Mbps as per
plan. 

BSNL upgrades Broadband plans in A & N Islands
* The Landline call  is now

chargeable to other netw orks in DSL
Port B lair , Dec 16: BSNL

updated Broadband plans  in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The
Reform ulation of ex isting Bharat
Fibre/DSL Broadband plans w as

done in Andaman and Nic obar
te lecom c ircle w ith imm ediate
effect. 

The C GMT Andaman and
Nicobar circle took up the matter for
plans up-gradation on 22 Nov, 21

Port Blair , Dec 16: To Check
Cleanl iness and Sanitation under
Sw achh Bharat Abhiy aan, Shri
Naresh Chander Lal, Ambassador
of s w ac h h Bharat
M is sion  Andaman &  N icobar
Is lands today  v isited the Gov t.
Secondary  School Junglighat.
During the v isit, he interacted w ith

Naresh visits Govt.
Secondary School Junglighat

the teac hers and s tudents and
urged them  to m ainta in
Cleanliness at their School as w ell
as to  their respectiv e locali ties.

Shri Lal als o urged them to
fo llow  Cov id Protocol  ser ious ly
to protec t them selv es  from
Corona. Talking about “Azadi  ka

See... Page 02

Port B la i r,  Dec  16:  The
Gov ernment of Gujarat organized
three-day s “National Conclav e on
Natura l F arm ing (Zero Budget
Natural Farming) from 14th to 16th
Decem ber, 2021 at Sardar Patel
Auditorium, Amul, Anand, Gujarat.
On its concluding day , Prime
Minister of India  Shri Narendra
Modiji   addressed farmers  of the
country  through v ideo conference.

Gujarat Gov., with CIARI
holds awareness on ‘Zero
Budget Natural Farming‘

IC AR -KVK,  CIAR I,  Port Blai r 
made elaborate arrangements for the
Is lands farm ers to  attend the
programme at its v arious stations.
In all, 105 farmers and 48 officials
attended at its Research Campus,
Garacharma; 86 farmers and 5
officials at KVK, Nimbudera; and
21 farmers and 2 officials at KVK,
Car Nicobar.  Address ing the

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
Social-economic successes

Bangladesh, l iberated from Pakis tan with act ive
assistance from India, including a mili tary intervention under
the leadership of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,  was
the f irst new country to be created after World War II. A
quarter of a century  after the independence of India and
creation of P akistan, the new nat ion gave the lie to the
claim that  religion is the most irrefutable inst rument for
nat ion-building. East Pakistan, earl ier E ast Bengal, was
predominantly Muslim, but more than that, it was Bengali.
Jinnah failed to grasp this, and it was during his tone deaf
1948 speech at Dhaka University, his first and last visit to
East Pakistan,  that  the foundations of Bangladesh were
laid. He accused those promot ing Bengali as an of ficial
language alongside Urdu of being not  just  provinc ial but
“enemies” who wanted to weaken Pakistan and enable the
re-entry  of East Pakis tan into India. He described Urdu as
the language that had been nurtured by Muslims of the
sub-cont inent, and which “embodies the best  that is in
Islamic culture and Muslim tradition and is nearest to the
languages used in other Islamic countries”. In South Asia,
after India, it was the people of East Pakistan who rejected
religious nat ionalism,  and demanded empowerment
through fair polit ical representation and access to the
country’s resources.  On its 50th anniversary, Bangladesh
is being toasted as the success story of South Asia,  its
economic development seen as guided and facilitated by
its constitutional secularism.

What is  as remarkable as the Bangladesh success
story is India’s role in its liberation. Despite initial diff erences
between the Ministry of External Affairs and R&A W over
the nature of the crisis between east and west Pakistan,
various arms and agencies of the government as well as
the polit ical c lass came together under the leadership of
Indira Gandhi. The country was struggling with poverty, its
people were still reeling from a drought a few years earlier,
the economy was in a parlous condit ion, the armed forces
were st ill coming to grips with an inconclus ive war with
Pakistan in 1965, and national morale was yet to recover
from a crippling military defeat at the hands of China in
1962. But once the plan was finalised, India’s intervention
in the l iberation took place in stages over several months,
each step timed to achieve the maximum result. The military
intervention, which began on December 3 — a full scale
war with Pakistan on both the eastern and western fronts,
involving all three services — took less than two weeks to
achieve its objectives. It remains the shortest war in history.

Today, India is a far more powerful country, but seems
to st ruggle to bring a whole-of-government  approach of
the 1971 kind in the framing of strategic objectives,  whether
it is with Afghanistan,  China, or even with an old friend like
Russia.  Delhi also somet imes seems unmindful of the
consequences of the echo and spil lover of communally
divisive rhetoric from domestic politics to foreign policy. A
broken promise to share the Teesta waters has also
undermined relations.  Yet, t o this day,  despite the best
efforts of  Bangladesh’s  Islamist parties, there is goodwill
for what  India did 50 years ago. Delhi must safeguard this
precious asset, and make it grow.
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MAMMOTH HAL - BEL DEAL INDICATES STRONG
SHIFT TOWARDS SELF RELIANCE IN DEFENCE
For Bharat Elec tronics Limited

(BEL), it w as the largest av ionics order
ev er when it receiv ed an order w orth
Rs  2, 400 crores from Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the
manufacture and supply  of 20 ty pes of
airborne electronic sy stems to be fitted
on fighter aircraft—LCA Tejas Mk1A.

It also indicates a strong shift tow ards
self reliance in defence manufacturing
or in other w ords Atmanirbhar Bharat
in defence.

Ex perts w ith w hom THE WEEK
spoke pointed out that the BEL -HAL
contract is one of the first steps tow ards
addressing the Indian target of 70 per
cent self reliance. Interestingly, India

is now  the second largest defence
importer as per the data on international
arm s transfers re leas ed by  the
Stoc k holm  International  Peac e
Res earc h Institute (SIPRI).  Saudi
Arabia leads the list.

“ F rom  2016-2020,  Ind ia
accounted for 9.5 percent of the total

global arms imports as per the SIPRI
data. The same report also rev ealed
that the import has reduced by  33 per
cent betw een 2011-2015 and 2016-
2020. This show s that the country  is
slow ly  and steadily  mov ing tow ards
Atmani rbharta- the initiativ e by  the
present gov ernment to boos t arms
production w ithin the country  as w ell

as promote joint v entures w ith nations
w ho are top w eapon and mil itary
hardw are manufacturers in the w orld.
How ever, the fact to be addressed is
that India's target of 70 per cent self-
rel iance in defence procurement is
y et to  be achiev ed. At pres ent,
India 's self-re liance is  hov ering at

around 35-40 per cent. This contract
of HAL and BEL w il l fast-trac k the
slow  paced Atmanirbhar Bharat,”
sa id Girish L inganna, aeros pace
and defenc e ex per t and Managing
Director , ADD Engineer ing India an
Indo-German company.

The BEL -  HAL contrac t is
significant as it s pans for fiv e y ears

from  2023 to 2028 and inv olv es
s upply  of c ri tic a l  av ionic  L ine
Replaceable U nits (LRU s) re lated
to Digi tal Flight Control  Com puters,
Ai r  Data C om puters , Weapon
Com puters, LRUs related to Radar
Warning Receiv er  (RWR) and Head
Up Display.  The LRU s hav e also
been indigenously  des igned and
dev e loped by  Aer onauti c a l
Dev elopm ent A genc y  (ADA),
DR D O Labs ,  Aer onauti c a l
Dev elopment Establis hment (ADE),
C om bat Ai rc raf t Sy s t em s
Dev elopment and Integration Centre
(C ASDIC) and Central  Scientific
Instruments  Organisation (C SIO).

The order  for the supply  of
Av ionic Sy stems for 83 Tejas MK1A
fighter aircraft w i ll be ex ecuted by
tw o Strategic  Bus ines s  U ni ts
(SBUs ) of BEL: Electronic  Warfare
and Av ionics, Bengaluru, and BEL-
Panc hk ula,  Har y ana.  Al l  the
sy stems w il l be deliv ered by  BEL
to HAL in a ready  to board c ondition.
“BEL is al l geared up to supply  the
cr itica l Av ionics  LRU s as per  the
deliv ery  schedule. We look forw ard

to continuing our  s trong par tnership
w i t h HAL  for  m ore s uc h
pro gram m e s , ”  s a id Ana ndi
Ramal ingam , C MD of BEL.

On t he othe r  hand ,  R .
Madhav an,  C MD of HAL said that
the LC A Tejas program me is an
ex cellent ex am ple of the s y nergy
bet w een Indian  defe nc e
establis hments such as HAL, DRDO
and BEL.  “ The current order  for the
dev elopment and s upply  of 20 ty pes
of c ritic al  av ionic s LRU s for Tejas
Mk 1A is  a shot in  the arm for  the
Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat
ini tia tiv es  of the Gov ernm ent of
Ind ia,”  remarked M adhav an.

The del iv eries under  83 Tejas
Mk 1A order to  the Ind ian Air  F orce
by  HAL w i ll comm enc e from FY
2023-24 onw ards. T he home grow n
fighter is sla ted to be equipped w i th
indigenous fl ight control c omputers,
air data computers w hich w ould also
be s uppl ied by  BEL under  this
contract. These s y stems  hav e been
des igned and dev eloped by  v arious
labs  of DR DO and Aeronautica l
Dev elopment Agency, Bengaluru.

ANTCC celebrates.. from... Page 01
w ell as China.

Shri. Bhasker w hile recalling
the dy namism and contribution of
Smt. Indira Gandhi adv ised the
Congress w orkers and y oungsters
to learn more about the history  of
Congress and it’s stalw arts for the
strengthening of nation and educate
the masses and fight against the
false propoganda of the opposition

parties.
Senior  leaders  and

functionaries of PCC, DCC,  City
Congress, BCC,  NSUI, M ahila
Congress, Youth Congress, Sev a
Dal,  INT UC  and other  frontal
organiz ations  attended the
programme in large numbers and
paid floral tribute to w ar heroes of
1971.

Gujarat Gov., with.. from... Page 01
farmers, the Prime Minister w arned
against the dangers of pesticides and
fertilizers w hich lead to increased
cost of c ultiv ation and a lso cause
damage to hum an heal th . He
ex pressed confidence that natural
farming will benefit the small farmers
w ho constitute 80% of total farmers
in the country  as they  spend a lot
on chemical inputs. He urged the

State gov ernments to make natural
farming a mass m ov ement in this
Azadik a Amr it Mahotsav  by
conv er ting at least one v illage of
every  Panchay at to natural farming.
The v irtual programme was Chaired
by  Dr.  E.B. Chak urkar, Director,
CIARI and coord inated by  three
KVKs  of Andam an a N ic obar
islands.      

District Consultative .. from... Page 01
Yojna (APY) as these schemes are
to be saturated before September
2022. He also ins tructed to cov er
al l PM  Kis san beneficiar ies of
agr iculture, fisher ies and animal
hus bandry  sector under  Kis san
Credit Card (KCC) Schemes. The
CD Ratio of the District is 51.86%,

w hich requires improv ement. The
meeting w as attended by  M r C
Raj,  C hief M anager,  SBI, Mr
Debajy oti Datta, AGM, RBI, Mr P
K Ummer F arooq, Lead Bank
Manager, SBI and other officials of
bank s ,  N ABAR D and Gov t.
Department.

Naresh visits Govt. .. from... Page 01
Am ri t Mahotsav a”  the SBM
Ambas sador emphasized to see
the Cellular Jail once in a life time

and learn from the sacrifice of our
freedom  fighters  how  w e got the
freedom.

“VIJAY DIWAS-2021”.. from... Page 01
martyrs of 1971 w ar, w ho made the
suprem e sacrific e upholding the
highest traditions of Indian Armed
Forces. Lieutenant General A jai
Singh,  AVSM, Comm ander- in-
Chief,  Andaman and N ic obar
C omm and (C IN C AN)&M ajor
General  Vinay Bhatnagar, VSM
(Retd), senior v eteran laid w reaths
on the oc casion.  Veterans of all
three serv ices from Andaman and

N ic obar  Islands  a long w i th
Officers,  JCOs, Warrant Officers,
Chief Petty  Officers and Other
R ank s  w ere pres ent on the
occ asion. Ev ery  m ember of the
Andaman and Nicobar Command
made a silent pledge to steadfastly
protect the Nation and uphold its
safety , securi ty  and integri ty
against threats and challenges that
lay  ahead.

BSNL upgrades Broadband .. from... Page 01
and seek approv al for reformulation
under ex isting ci rc le spec ific
Broadband plans.

With FTTH, all the ex isting as
w el l as the new  cus tomers  in
Andam an and Nicobar te lecom
circle  w ill get the benefit of high-
speed internet connectivity  w ithout
any  hindrance as  per plan.   The
speed in DSL is still limited to 10
Mbps due to its copper w ire transfer
in Islands.

Plan 40GB CS368 has been
introduced new  in Islands w hich is
applicable only  for new  customers,
and the customers in this plan w ill
be automatically  migrated to the nex t
higher plan, i.e.,  120GB / CS330
w ith Rs.799 after 6 months.

 Ex isting Plan  code CS368
of 40 GB increas ed to 70 GB and
Bandw idth also increased to 15
Mbps from 10 Mbps, w hile the Plan
CS330 of 60 Gb increased to 120
Gb and speed increased from 10

Mbps to 30 Mbps.
Plan CS341 increased 150GB

to 200 w ith 40 Mbps bandw idth,
w hich is the fourfold speed of DSL
plan CS229 w hich offers 250Gb
but speed remains 10 Mbps. FTTH
Plan CS363 increased from 225
GB to 300 Gb and speed increased
to massiv e 80 GB up to 300 Gb.
Plan C S331 10Gb per Day
renamed as Plan 500 Gb w ith a
speed of 100 Mbps.  

In  F TTH Plan 15GB/Day
renamed as Plan 750Gb w ith a
speed of 150Mbps, Plan 25 Gb/
Day renamed as Plan 1100Gb w ith
a speed of 200 Mbps, Plan 40GB/
Day  is now  Plan 1800GB w ith
250Mbps  speed and Plan 50GB/
Day  is now  Plan 2500Gb w ith a
speed of 300Mbps. 

The DSL Broadband plans for
all the ex isting as w ell as new
customers in Andaman & Nicobar
telecom circle is also rev ised from

today. Although data is marginally
increas ed unl ike F T T H the
Bandw idth is limited to 10 GB only. 

DSL Plan CS240 w ith 30 GB
increased data to 50 GB and speed
also increased from 4 Mbps to 10
Mbps. Plan CS241 w ith 60 GB
increased to 150 GB and speed
increased from 8 GB to 10 GB,
w hile  Plan S229 increased from
120GB to 250 GB and s peed
remains 10 GB. So as Plan S362
increased from200 GB to 400GB
w ith 24hrs unlimi ted free ca lling.
While in  CS240, CS241 the MCU
Charges to others is 1.2 and in S229
MCU charge is 1.

Plan CS224 w hic h w as
ear lier  av ailab le as 10Gb/Day
renamed as  Plan 550GB, Plan
CS225 15GB/Day is now  550GB,
Plan C S25GB/ Day  is now
1250Gb,  Plan 35GB/Day  is now
1800Gb and Plan S50GB/Day  is
now  3000Gb

Board exams: CBSE.. from... Page 01
and seal the OMR sheets w ithin 15
minutes after the ex amination is over
in the presence of the Obs erv er.
The C entre Superintendent and
Observ er w ill sign on the sealed
parcel and w ill mention the time of
pack ing a lso, ”  Ex amination
Controller Sany am Bhardw aj said
in a letter to affiliated schools.

“Once OMRs are packed and
sealed, the same w ill be dispatched
to the concerned regional office. After
dispatch, the receipt of dispatch will
also be uploaded as per practice,”

said Bhardw aj.
The term-1 board examination

is currently  going on for students of
classes 10 and 12. It is an objective-
ty pe questions-based ex am , for
w hich students are giv en optical
mark rec ognition (OMR) answ er
sheets to fill.

Until now , the OMR answ er
s heets  w ere first phy s ica lly
ev aluated at the ex am centre by
school teachers and then sent for a
digita l ev aluation. How ev er, the
board has now  asked for phy sical

ev aluation to be stopped Thursday
onw ards for the remaining ex ams
that w ill go on till 30 December.

“ It is the sole responsibility  of
the Centre Superintendent to ensure
that the ex amination is conducted
smoothly  and fairly. In case of any
dev iation from the safety  and
security  of the ex amination, CBSE
w ill be liable to take action against
the Centre Superintendent and the
school as per  its affiliation and
examination by e-laws of the board,”
the letter read. 

“Har Ghar Dastak”.. from... Page 01
Deputy  C omm is sioner,  South
Andaman informed that Distr ict
Administration w ill continue the
ev ening mobile vaccination dr iv e
as w el l as TB Ac tiv e C as e
Finding s urv ey  throughout the
District till each and ev ery  eligible
person v accinated. He requested

the general  publ ic  to av ail  the
opp or tuni ty  to  v ac c in ate
them s elv es  w i th  C OVID
vac cine  and those who hav ing
fev er, cough & n ight sw eats may
go for  TB test a t nearest Heal th
Centre.

The Deputy  Com missioner

urged the general  public of South
Andaman to c ooperate w ith  the
field  s taff dur ing “ Har  Ghar
Dastak”  home v isit campaign and
als o di rec ted al l c om merc ia l
establishments to ensure that their
staff are ful ly  v acc inated w i th
second C OVID v ac cine.

NYK Kamorta conducts.. from... Page 01
guest and adminis tered w ater
pledge among par ticipants .Shri
M.M. Hassan, Agriculture Officer,
Nancow ire spoke about the various
rain w ater harv esting techniques
to be adopted to c onserv e w ater
like roof top rain w ater harv esting
structures,  Pond, w ell,  C heck
dams, rechargepits/ trenches etc.

In addition to he briefed about the
schemes of Agriculture Deptt. i.e.
Plant Vegetable, Fru it,  Flow ers
and sav e seed cam paign Vision
204 7,  PM  Kis anM aan
Dhan Yojna,  PM  Ki s an,
Pol lination Suppor t Through Bee
Keeping  and Kisan C redi t Card
w hile Shr iJw aharLal  Das,  DIC

highlighted about the im portance
of rain w ater  harv esting as w ell
as  t he s c h em es  b eing
im p lem ent ed by  Dis tr ic t
Industr ies C enter.  Shr iAlphonce
Topp o,  DD ( OSD),  N YK,
Kam orta earlier briefed about the
Catc h the rain c am paign and
proposed v ote of thanks.

New  Delhi, 16th Dec, 2021:
More than a y ear  after  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced
the plan during his Independence
Day  address of 2020,The Cabinet
has cleared a proposal to increase
the legal
minimum age
of marriage for
women from 18
to 21 y ears
making it equal
to that of men.
It has  been
learnt that after
the Cabinet’s
approv al, the
gov ernm ent
w ill introduce an amendment to the
Prohib ition of Child Marriage Act,
2006,  and therefore br ing
amendments to the Special Marriage
Act and personal law s such as the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

The media reported, based on
sources, that the clearance of the
bill on Wednesday  is based on

Women’s Legal Marriage Age:
Cabinet Clears Proposal to
Increase It From 18 To 21

recommendations submitted to Niti
Aay og in  December 2020 by  the
Centre’s task force, headed by Jay a
Jaitly , w hich w as constitu ted to
ex amine “matters pertaining to age
of motherhood, imperativ es of

low ering MMR (Maternal Mortality
Rate),  improv ement of nutri tional
lev els and related issues” .

T he c om m ittee als o
recom m ended that a
comprehensiv e public aw areness
campaignshould be chalked out to
encourage social acceptance of the
decision to raise the legal marriage

age of w omen. At the same time, it
has also sought access to schools
and univ ersities for girls, including
arranging transportation facilities in
the case of educational institutes
being present in far-off areas.

T h e
c o m m i t t e e
as ser ted s ex
educ ation be
form al is ed and
introduced in the
school curriculum.
Training of w omen
in poly technic
institu tes,  sk il ls
and bus ines s
train ing and

liv elihood enhancement has also
been a part of the recommendations
as means to ensure that an increase
in m arr iageable age can be
implemented.

“ If gir ls can show  they  are
financially  independent, parents will
think tw ice before marry ing them off
early,’’ said sources.

MEA Jaishankar to host third meeting of India Central
Asia Dialogue in New Delhi from 18th to 20th December

Ex ternal Affa irs Min ister Dr  S
Jaishank ar wi ll be host ing t he th ird
meet ing of t he India Central As ia
Dialogue in New D elhi from 18t h to
20th D ecem ber.  Foreign Min isters
of  Kazakhstan,  Ky rgyz Republic,
Tajik is t an,  Turk m enis t an,  and
Uz bekistan wi ll participate in  t he
meeting. The sec ond meet ing was
organized by I ndia in October  last
year via video conf erencing.

Briefing media in New Delhi this

ev ening, Ext ernal  Af fa irs  M inist ry
spok espers on Arindam Bagchi said
t her e has  been a n ongo ing
engagement  between India and the
five Central Asian countries over the
last  f ew  y ears . I nd ia c onsiders
Cent ral Asia as part of i ts extended
neighborhood. Dr. Jaishankar visited
Kaz ak hs t an,  Ky rgy z  R epubl ic ,
Tajik ist an,  and U zbekistan and he
als o m et  F ore ign M in is t er  of
Turkmenistan in  Oct ober  this year.

As part of the thi rd meeting of
the India C entral Asia Dialogue,  the
minis ters  are expected to discuss
furt her s trengthening of relat ions
betw een I ndia and Cent ral  Asian
countries  with a part icular  focus  on
t ra de,  c o nnec t i v i t y,  and
development c ooperation. They  will
also exchange views on regional and
int ernat ional is sues of  m ut ual
in terest.  The Ministers  are also
like ly  t o ca ll  on Pr im e Minist er

Narendra M odi.
R eply ing t o  a query,  t he

s pok es pers on said I nd ia w i l l
cont inue to prov ide hum ani tarian
ass istanc e to Afghanistan. He s aid
I ndia is c om m it t ed t o s ending
50,000 metr ic tonnes of  wheat to
Af ghanist an. He also added that
New D elhi is in touch with Pak istan
authorities on modalities of shipment
of this w heat to Afghanistan through
land route.

Reddit files for IPO, may aim
at $15 billion valuation

Social media forum Reddit
has confidential ly  applied to go
publ ic , the company  s aid on
Wednesday. The mov e comes as
it raises up to $700 million in Series
F funding, w ith the company  already
v alued at $10 bi llion. A R euters
report said the c ompany  w as
aiming at a $15 billion v aluation

Reddit.com is the 20th most-
v isited w ebsite in the w orld in 2021
ac cording to Simi larWeb. T he
community -driv en platform allow s
us ers  to  c reate forums  c alled
“subreddits”  on topics ranging from
the new s to country -specific forums
to niche subjects. There are ov er
130,000 activ e subreddits . The

w ebsite often brands itself the “ front
page of the internet” .

One s ubreddi t,
WallStreetBets, was at the heart of
last y ear’s incredible stock  price
surges of stocks like GameStop and
AMC, which saw  a retail investor-
led movement to drive up the price.
In i tia l  res pons e to the IPO
announcement, on the subreddit,
w as muted, w ith fears that a public
listing w ould m ake Reddit more
investor-focused, in turn leading the
site to enforce stricter norms on the
content its users can post.

2021 saw  the company  earn
$100 million in adv ertising rev enue
in Q2 for the firs t time, a 192 per
cent increase.

The company  was founded in
2005 by  Stev e Huffman, Aaron
Sw artz and Alex is Ohanian.
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

OPaL Recruitment 2021(New), Apply
Executive Vacancies @ www.opalindia.in

OPaL Recru itment 2021 | Ex ecutiv e Pos ts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |
ONGC  OPAL Job Notification @ w w w .opalindia.in

OPaL Recrui tment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Lim ited (OPaL) is  going to activ ate
the online application link for OPaL Ex ecutiv e v acancy. In OPAL latest v acancy  notification,
they  are announced 13 v acanc ies in fol low ing func tions  such as M arketing, Mater ial
Management, Information Technology  & Company  Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Gov ernment jobs w ill be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to s ubmit the online applic ation form for OPAL job notification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 noti fication & apply  onl ine link for this current job openings w ill be
updated @ w w w .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pect competent personnel at ex ecutiv e cadre to fill up this ONGC OPAL latest
v acancy  2021. Candidates must hav e prov en track record in Petrochemicals/ related industry
to apply  for this ONGC Petro additions v acancy. Before apply ing, aspirants need to check the
eligibility. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interv iew . Incomplete application or
applications receiv ed after the last date w ill be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
w ill be prov ided on CTC basis . More deta ils of ONGC  Petro additions recrui tment,
w w w .opalindia.in recruitment, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

Visit w w w .opalindia.in to get more career opportunity  @ ONGC OPaL. Link for OPaL
Latest v acancy  has prov ided below . For latest updates, check @ w ww .daily recruitment.in.

AIC India Recruitment 2021,
Apply 31 MT & Hindi Officer

Vacancies @ www.aicofindia.com
AIC India Recru itment 2021 | Management Trainee & Hindi  Officer Posts | Total

Vacancy  31 | Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Recruitment Notification @
w w w.aicofindia.com

AIC India Recruitment 2021: Agricu lture Insuranc e Company  of India Limited (AIC) a
leading Crop Insurance C ompany, inv ites  online applications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm ent of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer -2021-22/], there are 31 v ac ancies w ill be filled by  AIC
Agric ulture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates w ho are
searching Central gov ernment jobs Kindly  make the online registration from 23.11.2021. As
per the AIC Recruitment notification, online applications  w ill be receiv ed up to 13.12.2021.
AIC Insurance recruitment notification & AIC of India recruitment Apply  online link is av ailable
@ w ww .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company  of India selection w ill be based on Online Ex am and
Personal Interv iew . Selected candidate w ill be at anyw here in India. Candidates w ho are seeking
Engineering jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, experience and
etc. Candidates apply ing for the post of Management Trainee should apply  for any ONE discipline
only. Not more than one application for the post of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer should be
submitted by  any  candidate. More details of AIC Agriculture v acancy, upcoming AIC Insurance
Jobs notices, syllabus, answer key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming notifications
and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get information of MT & Other like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode, fee and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,
age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in
GRSE R ecruitment 2021 | Superv isor & Other Posts | Total Vacanc ies 15 | Las t Date

19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ w w w .grse.in
GRSE Recruitment 2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers L imited inv i tes

online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the fol low ing
posts on fix ed term. T here are 15 v acanc ies w i ll be filled by  GR SE Lim ited. Now  it has
published the recru itment adv ertisement [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:
01/2021] for engagement of Superv isor & Des ign Assistant Superv isor  posts & pos t w ise
v acancy  details are giv en below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central gov t
those candidates kindly  make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidates kindly  submit y our hard copy  of the online form to giv en address on
or before 28.12.2021. Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited selection w ill be based
on Wri tten Test and test w i ll be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Superv isor recruitment online
applic ation link and GRSE Kolkata Recrui tment notification is av ailable in  official w ebsite.
Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification,
age limit, ex perience and etc. Applications v ia online mode only w ill be accepted. More details
of GRSE latest notification, latest jobs, upcoming GRSE v acancies, merit list, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. w ill be av ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How  to apply GRSE Recruitment Notification 2021
Go to official w ebsite grse.in.
Click “Career”  find the adv ertisement “GRSE Employ ment Notification No. HR/SUP:01/

2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS – ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)” ,
click on the adv ertisement.

Notification w ill open read it and check Eligibility.
Go to ->jobapply.in/grse2021app
Find the link, click on the link.
If y ou are new  user, y ou hav e to make registration otherw ise y ou may  login to y our

account then start to apply.
Finally click submit button and take the print of the application form.
You may  v isit GRSE careers to get more details about GRSE recruitment. Here y ou w ill

get information of Apprentice & Trainee posts like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.dailyrecruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates &
upcoming govt ex ams.

BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

SHORT e-TENDER NOTICE
No. DB/23-2/Tender Notice/PBND/2021-22/4765, dated: 15-

12-2021
The Executive Engineer, Port Blair North Division, APWD, Port

Blair on behalf of the President of India invites separate sealed
item rate tenders (In form CPWD ‘9’) from Authorized Dealers/
Bonafied distributors/Suppliers/Manufacturers of furniture items
having registered under Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises for
the under mentioned work (s)

1. NIT No. 42/EE/PBND/2021-22,  Name of work:-
Supplying and furnishing of house hold items for newly constructed
CJM’s residential Bunglaw at G-29, Goalghar, Port Blair under SD-
IV,PBND,APWD, Port Blair, SW: Supply of furniture items (2nd

call), Estimate cost: ‘ 3,04,289/- & time of completion: 15
(Fifteen) days. (Tender ID: 2021_APWD_4654_1)

The last date of bid submission will be 23.12.2021 upto 15:00
hours. The e-tender form and other details/information can be seen
on website https://eprocure.andaman.gov.in.

Executive Engineer
PBND, APWD, Port Blair

IP/8294/21
2021/MediaRelease/948

A DAILY DOSE OF YOGURT COULD HELP
LOWER HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

A daily dose of yoghurt could be the
next go-to food for people with high blood
pressure, according to new research from
the University of South Australia.

Conducted in partnership with the
University  of Maine, the stud y examined
the associations between yoghurt intake,

blood p ressure and cardiovascular risk
factors, finding that yoghurt is associated
with lo wer blood pressure for tho se with
hypertension.

Globally, more than a billion people
suffer from h ypertensio n (high blood
pressure), putting th em at greater risk of

cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) such as
heart attack and stroke.

CVDs are the leading cause of death
worldwid e—in the United Sta tes, one
person dies from CVD every 36 seconds;
in Austra lia, it's every 12  minutes.

UniS A research er Dr Alexan dra
Wa d e sa ys th is stu d y
provides new evidence th at
co n n ects yo g h u rt with
p o siti ve  b lo o d  p r essu re
ou tcomes fo r h yp erten sive
people.

"High bloo d p ressure is
th e n umb er one risk factor
fo r cardiova scu lar disease,
so it 's im p orta nt th a t we
con tinu e to  fin d  wa ys to
reduce an d regu late it ," Dr
Wa de says.

"Da iry fo ods, especia lly
yo ghu rt,  ma y be ca pab le of
red u cin g b lo od  pressu re.
"This is because da iry  foo ds
co n ta in  a  ra n g e o f
m icro nu trien ts,  includ in g
calcium ,  m ag nesiu m an d
po tassium , a ll of which a re

in vo lved in  th e reg ulation  o f b lo od
pressu re.

"Yogh urt is esp ecia lly  in teresting
because it a lso con tains b acteria th at
promo te the release of proteins which
lo wers blood pressure.

"This study showed for people with
elevated b lo od pressure, even sma ll
amounts of yoghurt were associated with
lower blood  pressure.

"An d  fo r th ose wh o co nsu med
yoghurt regularly, the results were even
stronger, with bloo d pressure readings
nearly seven points lower than those who
did not consume yoghurt."

The study was conducted o n 915
co mmu nity-dwelling adu lts fro m the
Ma ine-S yra cuse Lon gitudinal S tud y.
Hab itu a l yo gu rt co nsu mp tio n  wa s
m easu red  u sin g  a  fo od  freq u en cy
questio nnaire. High  blood pressure was
defined as being greater than or equal to
140/90 mmHg (a normal blood pressure
level is less th a n 1 2 0/8 0  m m Hg) .
Researchers say that future observational
and intervention studies should continue
to focus on at-risk individuals to examine
the potential benefits of yogurt.
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OPEN SECRET

NASA PROBE HAS ENTERED THE SUN'S
HOTTEST ATMOSPHERE

The Pa rker So la r Pro b e ha s
officially “tou ched” the sun, flown
through the outer atmosphere of the Sun
or corona. Three years after launch and
decades a fter th e first co nceptio n,
Parker has finally  arrived. Th e NASA
spacecraft actually flew throu gh the
unexplored corona in April during the
spacecraft’s eighth close ap proach to
the sun . Scientists said it too k a few
months to get the data back an d then
several more mon ths to confirm.

Parker was 13 million kilometers
from the center of the Sun when it first
crossed the jagged , uneven boundary
between  the sola r atmosph ere and
outgoing solar win d. The spacecraft
dipped in and out of the corona at least
three times, each a  smooth transition,

according to scientists. For the first time
in history, a spacecraft has sampled
partic les and magn etic fields in the
superheated Corona.

During th e flyb y, Parker So lar
Probe passed into and out of the corona
several times. Preliminary data suggest
Parker also dipped into the corona
during its nin th clo se ap proach  in
Aug u st,  b ut scien tists sa id m ore
analyses are needed . It made its 10th
clo se a pp roa ch la st m on th.  Th e
spacecraft will pass close by the Sun
24 tim es, drawing ever closer to the
Sun and diving deeper into the corona
until its grand finale orbit in 2025.

Th e a n n o u n cem en t o f th e
spacecraft's passing the Coro na was
m a de a t th e  2 0 21  Am erica n

Geophysical Union Fall Meeting in New
Orleans on Tuesday. The findings were
also published by the American Physical
Society.

The Sun lacks a solid surface and
the co rona, which is hotter th an the
surface of the Sun is where the action
is; exploring this magnetically intense
region up close can help scientists better
understand solar o utbursts th at can
interfere with life on Earth.

A thermal shield made of carbon-
composite material that can withstand
up to 1377 degrees celsius is protecting
the sp acecraft and  all the equ ipment
inside it.

“The first and most dramatic time
we were below for a bout five ho urs ...
Now yo u might thin k five hours, that
doesn’t sound big,” the University of
Mich ig a n ’s Ju stin  Kasp er to ld
reporters. But he noted that Parker was
m ovin g so  fa st i t co vered  a  vast
distance during that time, tearing along
at m ore th an  1 00 kilo meters p er
second.

The o uter reg io n of spa ce is
domina ted by solar wind and th e size
of the corona is also driven by solar
activity. As the Sun ’s 11-year a ctivity
cycle—the solar cycle—ramps up, the
outer edge of the corona will expand,
giving  Parker Sola r Probe a g reater
chance of being inside the corona for
longer periods of time.

Future co ronal excursions will
help scientists better understa nd the
origin of the solar wind and ho w it is
heated and accelerated out into space,
said project scientist Nour Rao uafi of
Johns Hopkins University.

Amid surging tensions with Russia, EU
leaders meet former Soviet nation heads
Amid r ising tensions

w ith Russia, European
Union leader s met w ith
heads of state from former
Soviet Union, including
Ukraine, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia and
Moldova. They pledged to
deepen political, tr ade,
energy and cultural ties. The
president of Belarus,
Alexander  Lukashenko,
boycotted the forum.

All these nations share
borders with Russia and are
strategically impor tant
energy hubs, as well as w ith
the 27-nation EU.

Amid the frostiness over
Russian troop-buildup
along the Ukrainian border,
Chinese President X i Jinping
and Russian counterpar t
Vladimir  Putin held a virtual
summit as part of their efforts
to build a strategic alliance
against the increasing

adversity against them from
the United States and the
European Union. The video
summit took place in the
immediate backdrop of
tensions in recent weeks

over Russia massing tens of
thousands of troops near
Ukraine's border , a move
which sparked fears in K iev
and the West that Moscow
is planning a new invasion.

Russia has denied any plans
to attack Ukraine and
blamed Kyiv for  i ts own
military build-up in the war-
torn country. The summit
took place about eight days

after  Putin had a
similar  virtual
meeting w ith US
President Joe Biden
on December 7.

The head of the
European Union's
e x e c u t i v e
commission had
warned Russia that
the bloc has a
battery of additional
sanctions ready if
Moscow decides to
invade neighboring

Ukraine. European
Commission President
Ursula von der  Leyen said
that beyond scaling up and
expanding existing
sanctions, the EU can adopt

"unprecedented measures
with serious consequences
for Russia". Von der Leyen
told the European Par liament
that there are already
economic sanctions in place
targeting Russia's f inance,
energy and sector s because
of its annexation of Ukraine's
Cr imea Peninsula in 2014
and actions since that the
West sees as increasingly
aggressive. She did not
elaborate what form any
new sanctions would take.
Germany's new  chancellor,
Olaf Scholz, reinforced von
der  Leyen's message
Wednesday, telling the lower
house of the German
parliament that any violation
of ter ritorial integrity w ill
have its pr ice, a high pr ice,
and we will speak w ith one
voice on this together with
our European partner s and
our trans-Atlantic allies.

No statements or presser; BCCI
will deal with it: Ganguly declines
comment on Kohli's bombshell PC

KOLKATA: A day  after India
Test captain Virat Kohli triggered a
storm by  publicly  contradicting him,
BCCI president Sourav  Ganguly
refused to comment on the matter,
say ing the Board w ill deal w ith it.

Kohli, during his pre-departure
press conference ahead of the tour
of South Africa, said that he w as
nev er as ked to stay  on as T20
skipper w hen he made his intent
clear on relinquishing the post.

"No statements, no press
conference. We w i ll deal w i th it,
leav e it to (the) BCCI," Ganguly
told loc al media pers ons  on
Thursday.

T here w as  talk of BCC I
asking chairman of selectors Chetan
Sharma to address the media after
Kohli's ex plosiv e press conference
but the Board ev entually  refrained

statement.
"When I left the T20 captaincy,

I had first approached BCC I and
intimated them of my  decision and
laid dow n my  point of v iew  in front
of them (office bearers).

"I gav e the reasons  w hy  I
w anted to quit T20 capta incy  and
my  v iew point w as receiv ed v ery
nicely . There w as no offence, no
hesita tion and not for once w as I
told that 'y ou should not leav e T20
capta inc y ' ," he had as serted.
Earlier, Ganguly, in an interv iew  to
PTI, said that he had spoken to Kohli
and told him that tw o captains in the
w hite ball format w as not something
that the selectors w anted as there
w ould be "too much of leadership."
Rohit Sharma is now  the sole white-
ball captain and has also been made
Kohli's deputy  in the Test format.

from m ak ing any  c ounter
statements. Kohl i's comments on
Wednesday  brought to fore the
underly ing tension in his equation
w ith the administrators.

Whatev er w as said about the
communication that happened about
the decision that w as made w as
inaccurate," Kohli had said w ith
obv ious reference to Ganguly 's

Team India lands in South Africa for Test series
 The Indian cricket team, led

by  skipper Virat Kohli, landed here
on Thursday  for the three-match Test
s er ies  agains t South Afr ica,
beginning Dec ember 26 at
Centurion.

"Touchdown South Africa," the
BCCI posted on its  official T w itter
handle along w ith pictures of team
members, including Test specialist
Cheteshwar Pujara, Shardul Thakur
and Shrey as Iy er among others.

The Kohli-led Test s ide had
departed from Mum bai for the tour
that a lso includes three ODIs in
January.

Giv en the threat posed by the
new  COVID-19 v ariant Omicron,
the tour's T20 matches hav e been
postponed for now  and the tw o
teams w ill stay  in a bio-bubble for
the duration of the series.

Star opener and new ly -
appointed w hite ball captain Rohit
Sharma has been ruled out after
sustaining a left hamstring injury

during a training session in Mumbai.
He w as replaced by  talented

Gujarat opener Priy ank Panchal.
The side 's build-up to the

s er ies has  been m arred by
c ontrov ers ies  surrounding
captaincy and the issue snow balled
into a m ajor  c ontrov ersy  on
Wednesday  w hen Kohli said that
the Board's asser tion of try ing to
stop h im from giv ing up T 20
captaincy  w as "inaccurate."

He stepped dow n as T20
captain after the disastrous  World
Cup campaign in the UAE and w as
subs equently  remov ed as  ODI
captain earlier this month.

While the series-opener w ill
be hosted by  Centurion, the other
tw o Tests  w il l  be p lay ed at
Johannesburg and Cape Tow n
respectiv ely.

The Test team's v ice captain
is y et to be announced after Rohit's
injury. He had replaced a w oefully
out of form Ajinky a Rahane.


