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Goa Police starts investigating a lette

in social media with fake sign of MoS

FIR registered against a Unidentified person for implicating

a Senior IAS officer of UT admn presently serving in

Andaman and Nicobar Islands in serious corruption issues

Port Blair, Jan 06: There is an
alarming matter that has recently come
tolight. The past few days, a letter was
floating around on social media thatthe
Hon’ble Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways had
supposedlysent to the Hon’bleHome

Shripad Naik has himself taken
cognisance of theserious issue, and
has denied ever having signed any such
letter. In addition, hehasm:/w wntbnto
DG, Goa Police to i

469/471/465 and 420 India Penal code
has been registe_red by Goa Police at

profilematter already. Itis evident that
forging such a letter using sﬂtloneryof
the Minister of Stateis a seri

reglsbmdm thecaseand the Goa Police

indetail, ashlsletbrhead was used by
some miscreants for such false

Minister directly imf g aSenior
IASofficer of theA&N Administration
inserious corruption issues. It isnow
established that this was a fake and
forged letter. The Minister of State Shri

J4 initely for personal
gains.
Based on the directive from the
Hon’ble Minister of State, an FIR No.
123/2021 dtd.22/12/2021 under section

the matter with alacrity.
Obviously, such letters emanate with
vested interests and if it seems to come
from such high offices, someone surely
standsto gain hugely Goa Pohce ison
theright trackto find out th

offenseandthe likely beneficiary must
have had much at stake to go to this
extent. However, now that the matteris
being investigated, the very same
benficiarywill probably goto jail for
having committed such a crime. We
awaitfurther nt in the matter

ofthis letter who will surely bearresbd
very soon, as this has become a high

and will keep our readers posted on
this high profile matter.

Member of Parliament demands
to schedule a ship for Hut Bay

Port Blair, Jan 06: The Member of
Parliament, Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma has
requested the Chief Secretary of Andaman and
Nicobar Administration to schedule a ship
forHut Bay so that alarge number of people,
who are willing to come to Port Blair,
including transferredteachers, could reach
PortBlair. In aletter addressed to the Chief
Secretary the Member of Parliament
mentioned that a large number of residents
are willing to come to Port Blair for various
urgent needs, such as medical treatment,
official works etc. butdue to non-availability

of ships, they areunableto come to PortBlair.

Headded thatagood number ofteachers,
who have been transferred from Little
Andaman to other stations, areunable to leave
the station and join a new place of posting.
Theseteachers were relieved on 1st January
2022and were given 10daysjoining timebut
till now no new schedule for Hut Bay sailing
has been announced. The Member of
Parliamentpointed out that the last ship had
reached Hut Bay on 30th December 2021and
it'sbeen almost 6days thatno new schedule
hasbeen announced.

IndiGo to start flights on Delhi-

Port Blair route from January 9

New Delhi, Jan6: IndiGowill startflights
on Delhi-PortBlair route from January 9. The
Delhi-Port Blair flight will operate four imes a
week. Sanjay Kumar, Chief Strategy and
Revenue Officer, IndiGo said we are pleased to

strengthen our domestic presence and
recommence operations between Delhi-Port
Blair.” These flights will enhance connectiv ity
and promote tourism, rade, and commerce on
the island, he mentioned.

MYV Chuglam
tosail on

Congress senior leader Adhir Ranjan

Jan 10

PortBlair, Jan 06: The cargo
vessel MV Chuglam will sail for
Campbell Bay via Car Nicobar,
Chowra, Teressa, Katchal &

Chowdhary meets ANTCC leaders

Port Blair, Jan 06: The
Member of Parlament and Leader
of Opposition, Lok Sabha, Shri.
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhary on
Wednesday held talks with the
leaders of Andaman & Nicobar

Territorial Congress Committee at
Gandhi Bhaw an, PortBlair.

Shri. Chowdhary who is on
an official tour to Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, was accorded a

workers at Gandhi Bhawan.
ANTCC President Shri. Rangalal
Halder heartily welcomed him by
offering shaw! while ANTCC
Campaign Committee Chairman

See...Page 02

District Administration clears encroachment
of over 1000 mtrs of revenue land at

Bathubasti, citizen lauds DC’s initiative

Nancowry on 10.01.2022 (Mon) at
1700 Hrs from Haddo/Chatham
Wharf and will sail for Port Blair
immediately after discharging/
loading of Cargo atrespeciv e pors.
Booking of cargo for the above
sailing will commence from
07.01.2022 (Fri) betw een 0900 Hrs
101300 Hrs atCommercial Wing.
Traders are advised to book their
cargo by following latest COVID
19SO0P ineffect. All the consigners
areadvisedto book actual quantity
ofcargo to be transshipped, as no
excess cargo will be alowed.

o

grand welcome by Ccngress

# & H TERRITORIAL COMGRI
W;—-I cgnes

REDEEM YOUR PLEDGED
GOLD AND SELL FOR

2001:2015

CASH FOR GOLD

BEST PRICE

809 800 8888

ABERDEEN BAZAAR, UNDER PORT BLAIR, SOUTH ANDAMAN DISTRICT - 744104,

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS(UT)
www.arinaagold.com

ccs
Aberdeen
Bazaar
branch to
remain open

on Sundays

Port Blair, Jan 06:

The Consumer
Cooperative Stores Ltd
has informed the general
public/ivalued customer/
members of the CCS
Limited that the weekly
holiday in respect of CCS
Main Branch at
Aberdeen Bazar (SSU
Aberdeen Bazar) has
been changed to Monday
instead of Sundays.
Hence, the branch will
remain open on all
Sundays w.e.f 09/01/2022
and Mondays will be
holiday for the branch.

PortBlair, Jan 06: Actingswiftly ona
new s report published by the new spaper
recently, the District Administration today
cleared all the encroachments from

Bathubasti. About 1000 mtrs of vacant
governmentland at Bathubasti near the site
where sand is stored for sale has been
encroached by some individuals. The

g tland at

have rted he land intoa
here o RCC

site was
site with peopl
constuctngringwels. kmay be recalled
thatthis new spaper has published astory
on encroachment of government land at

by some people. The
redino a

rings used for borewel puposes w as carried
out. Complaints have already been
registered with the District department, but
the authorifes w ere reluctantto initiate action

to evictthe encroachment. Encroachers
have occupied huge clusters ofrevenue
land lying vacantforyears with authority
clueless aboutthe land. Construction was
going on in the encroached land andw hen
some revenue officials decided to check
their activities, their voice was silenced
due to political pressure. Even reports of
these encroaching rev enue land changing
hands havealso been reported.

Tourist boats owners told to operate
with 70% of carrying capacity

PortBlair, Jan 06: The Directorate of
IP&T, A&N Administration has modified the
existing SOP in view of the recent surge in
the number of COVID-19 cases including
detection Directorate of IP&T issues order
requesting owners to operate tourist boats
with70% ofthe camy ng capacity of Omicron
variantcases intheslands and b efectiv ely

manage the challenges arising due to this.
As per an order issued by the Director of
IP&T, all tourist boats should ply with 70%
ofthe carryng capacity. Any oher orders or

advisoriesissued by e Govt. ofindia, A &
N Administration or any other Competent
Authority will also have to be follow ed as
applicable.

WHRPC
demands timely
disposal of Bio-
Medical Wastes

Port Blair, Jan 06: While, there’s a speedy
increase in positive cases of COVIDin the islands,
ateam on behalfof World Human Rights Protection
c )

Training on scientific bee-
keeping by ICAR-KVK

Port Blair, Jan 06: Indian Council of
Agricultural Research- Krishi Vigy an
Kendra, Port Blair is going to organise a
series of vocational training program on
“Scientific Bee Keeping” in differentplaces
of South Andaman and North and Middle
Andaman districts. This programme is
sponsored by the National Bee Board,
Ministry of Agricuture and Farmers Welfare,

Gol, New Delhi. lts First batch of this training
program will startfrom 18t to 24" January
at ICAR-KVK, Nimbudera, North and
Middle Andaman district and 1% to
8" February, 2022 atICAR-KVK, Sippighat.
During the training program v arious experts
from CIARI, KVKs and Department of
Agriculture, Andaman and Nicobar
See... Page 02

, New Delhi, headed by Dr. J Arockia
Raj, visited few Health Departmentoffices and got
its attention towards negligence by the Health
Departmentand Sanitation Officials, thatby last3-4
months, Bio-Medical wastes being laid without
anyone’s attention atANIIMS and DD Health. Such
actwill gves positiveway to spreadofthe virus and
bacteria spreading dseases, w hich results inhealth
issues. WHRPC condemns such act and demands
immediate action to be initiated to dispose such Bio-
Medica wastes at earliest Every citizen has rightto
live in Healthy Environment. WHRPC request
Administration to make sure nosuch errors been
done in future and make sure to provide Healthy
Environment.

CM K

Residents hails Secy, PBMC for startmg road pro;ect

Port Blair, Jan06: Theresidens ofBuniy adeabadhav e ex pressed gratiide
to the Secretary, PBMC for accepting their requestto start he 3 km road project.
On the direction ofthe Secretary, the Engineering Wing of PBMC ex pedited the
construction and maintenance w ork ofthe 3 km road in Buniy adabad. The one
crore 3 km road projectw as pending despit being sanctionedand approv edfor
thepastmany years. Mr. KGaneshan, former Councillor dongw it the residents
of Buniyadabad hav e requested the Secretary, PBMC to start the project.
Accordinaly, the PBMC Endineers hav e taken up the work ona fasttrack.
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The Pakistani miitary confrmed

University autonomy

The Univ ersily Grants Commlssmn (UGC)'s leter to central
univ ersities, g based
is based on questionable academic logic. How many students
queueup or ften reflects how i e chances
oftheir employment. Whileimportant, for auniv ersity, that mustnot
bethe only metric indetermining the span ofits academic ambition.
The work of producing know ledge, faining students incriicalthinking
and pushing ideas towards new frontiers — the reasons why
societies invest in universiies — cannot rest on a narrow,
instrumentalistapproach. That is to say, a university mustmake
space for arcane philosophy as much as economics, even ifthere
are few takers forthefomer. Seen in this ight the UGC's insistence
thatcourses be taughtor sbpped based on e number of enrolled
students seems rather shortsighted. The Delhi University
Democratic Teachers’ Fronthas said thatit fears that* rationalising”
courses in his manner would have gim consequences for sccial
scienceand language departments, aswell as job losses fr those
who each inthem.

Thatis nottosay that departments mustnotalign courses to
“the marketplace of ideas”. But that presupposes a degree of
autonomy — thefreedom todesign courses, anddraw up sy llabi
— that few public universities in India enjoy. Universities also
need as muchas y. The National E
Policy 2020's ambitions for education and cal forgreaterautonomy
to higher educational institutions is undercutby several factors,
from the slashing of funds to the challenges of inequality. The
NEP’s emphasis on iner-disciplinary leaming camotalso be served
by shrinkingthe plater ofcourses on ofer. The lack of aubnomy is
alsoreflected i the shrinking space forfree houghtin univ ersifes.
Thegrowing state hostiliy to debates and dissentshows up inthe
desire of governments to v etthe subjectofw ebinars or to sanitise
classmoms ofal contentious ideas in the name of nationalism.

True, one of the biggest challenges of the higher education
system isifs inabiity b prod ploy able graduates insuff
large numbers. While univ ersites and colleges mustdo more on
this front, the decision ofhow © maximise ther resources, how to
hit the sweet spot between academlc am bmon and market

ism, must be leftto g .Each wniversity

will find the answer to that question on its ow nterms. The UGC
must not impose bp-dow n criteria that further shrink the space for
ex perimentation and innovation inhighereducaton.

y that itwas acquiring a
new fighter from China, the J-10, in
response tolndia's arms purchases.

Last week, Pakistan's Interior
Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed said
25 ofthe new jets would perform at a
flypast for the country's republic day
onMarch 23.

Rasheed had said the new jets
would counter the IndianAir Force's
acquisition of 36 Dassault Rafale
fighters. At a press conference on
Wednesday, Major General Babar
Iftikhar, the Pakistan’s Army
spokesperson, gave a simiarrationale
forthe J-10acquisition. “This & a step
to upgrade our air force fleet and get
thebest possible technology available
because we know what kind of
technology is being acquired on the
other[Indian] side,” Ifikharwas quoted

Media reports have claimed
Chinacould provide Pakistan the PL-
15 very-long-range air-to-air missile,
which could shoot down targets at a
range of over200km. China is beleved
to have offered Pakistan a variant of
the J-10 dubbed the J-10CE.

The J-10 purchasealso highlights
Pakistan'sii i onChina

imminentthreat to their ignty.

PAKISTAN’S J-10 HAS GOOD TECH, BUT ISN'T

COMPARABLE TO RAFALE: SENIOR TEST PILOT

acceleration with older J-

Induction of Rafales in|AF may have
beenprojected as a serious threat to
the so-called balance and now,
Pakistan would have been able to
corb\é'nce China to loansome oftheir

China may haveseenthis asan

asa majorams suppler. China is now
the main source of cutting-edge
weapons forall three Pakistani services
as US and European-origin equipment
areretired.

While Pakistani officials have
referred to India's recent arms
purchases as the reasonfor buying the
Chinese fighter, reports say Iskmabad
has been mulling acquisition of 36 J-
10s for over adecade, long beforethe
IndianAir Force selected the Rafale.
Thus the questron arises: Why did

as saying by Voice of;
The J-10, a single-engine. avcraft
is similar to the US-built F-16 andwas
reveakedto theword by China in 2006.
Chinais believedto have inducted over
460 J-10 fighters. Over the past two
decades, the J-10 design has been
incrementally improved, with newer
versions havingmore advancedactive
electronically scanned array (AESA)
radars and ‘diverter-less’ air intakes
for ts enginethat reduce the possibilty
of being detected by enemy radars
and sensors. An AESA radar has
multiple ‘transmit receive modules' and
typically has longer range and
capability to detect smaller targets,
such as stealth aircraft or cruise
missiles, than older-generation radars.

he J-10now?and
ition mean for

ity tofinally prgject i
exports of J-10s. But whether they
are getting any money in return, one
seriously doubts. Which portion of
Pakistan is mortgaged to China for
obtaining J-10s willemerge shortly.

2. What specific capabilities
doesthe J-100ffer that the Pakistan
Air Force would want against India?

Unless J-10CEs are equipped
with PL-15 beyond-visual-range
missiles, they do not offer any
significant deterrence in the interest
of PAF. The projec ted ranges of PL-
15s make fora good brochure. This

whar does the
India?
THEWEEK put these questions
toretiredgroup captain Harsh Vardhan
Thakur. A veteran fighter pilot in the
IndianAir Force, Thakuris a senior test
pilot with Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited. Thakur has been involved in

successfuly by PAF as aninformation
warfaretodlto deter/AF's
present supremacy. The
PL-15 missiles are yet to
provethemselves. Time
will tell.

3. What do you
make of the

devel and testing of
systems andother futuristic equpmert.
1. Tak of Pakistani interest in the
J-10 dates back toas early as 2006.
What explains the timingof this deal?
Unlike the Indian procurement
system, which is ostensibly process-
based, Pakistan'simports seemtorely
heavily on whenthey can convincean
ally to extend credit in the face of

on board the J-10 such
as diverter-less intakes
andAESAradars?
Diverter-less
intakes employed on
Chinese aircraft are a
goodtechnology. Suchan
intake gives lower drag
and better supersonic

10s. Obviously, that cannot be

5. Over the past decade or so,
Pakistan's military has become

withit
the Su-30MKI of the Indian ArrForce
whichis powered by two of thesame
engines. TheJ-10CE's AESAradar may
provide jamming resistance during
combat, dependingon its bandwidth.
The radar is ke Su-30 MKI's passive
electronically scanned array (PESA)
radar, but may providethe user with a
better mean time between failure
(MTBF) also.

4. Wil the J-10be integrated with
the PAF's fleet of Chinese and
Swedsh-origin aiborne early waming
(AEW) aircraft?

J-10s are not comparable with
Rafale. But the timing is right, so
acdequate polticalnoise can be created
about having neutralised India's
advantage. Surely, piots in PAF know
better. Integrating J-10s withAEWs/
AWACS would be achallenge and will
be years before that materiafses.

relianton China. What
do you think are the implications of
this transformation?

China has expanded at a rapid
pace and Pakistan has been a loyal
stooge. Pakistan has certainly got their
act right, on whom to hang on to.
Chinese success with consumer
goods may have rubbed off into their
military products as well. | think IAF
takes them seriusly enough. Hence,
any operator of Chinese products is
alsotaken seriously.

6. How do you think India should
respond to the J-10in PAF colours?

I think the Indian military
aerospace industry must respond in
equal measure andprovide IAF with a
one-or-onematch against J-10CE like
the Tejas Mk-2. Decision making
should be quick, and an analogous
platform shouldbe roled out soonest.
Thereis no other way.

Kerala: 900 people defrauded of

Study finds school closures led to

Congresssenior..

Shri. TSG Bhasker and DCC

President Shri. V.K Abdul Aziz

welcomedhim by giving bouquets
During the meeting Shri.

Chowdhary appreciated the

efforts of ANTCC in their fight

Sfrom... Page 01
against the BJP led Central
Govemment. Healso guided them
on various issues and assured
them of his support. “We had open
and candid discussion on sev eral
local issues.

over Rs 1,200 crore after
investing in fake cryptocurrency

Thiruvananhapuram, 6" Jan,
E

properties in Kerala, TamilNadu and

2022:On
Directorate off

sa{d thatatleast

Training on scientific..

administration will deliv erlectures
on Scientific Bee keeping and its
management with practical
demonstratons and also interactions
program with Bee Keepers wil be

from... Page 01
Bee Keepers cancontact to Dr. Y.
Ramakrishna, Principal Scienfstand
Head, K\Ks, 09436158901 and Dr.
N.Bommay asamy, SubjectMater
Specilist- 09476060101 orby mai-

followed. The i

armers,

kvk com

900peoplew ere defrauded ofov er
Rs 1,200 crore after inv esting
inan“iniial con oferng” issued
by a Kerala man for a non:
existentcry ptocurrency.
Accordingto EDsources,
investments in bcgus
cry ies were madein

Doctors speak on DDK

Port Blair, Jan 06: Doordarshan Kendra, Port Blair will
telecast DOCTORS SPEAK Live Phone in programme on the Topic —
"OMICRON" on 07/01/2022, FRIDAY from 1700 hrs to 1800 hrs. In
this programme Dr. Avijit Roy, Noda Officer COVID 19 and Dy. Director
Health Services GB Pant Hos pital will be the expert. Viewers can
participate in this LIVE Phone-in programme on by dialling 244745 /

9476046367.

Special camp by PBMC
for tax collection

PortBlair, Jan 06: Forthe convenience of the residents of Port
Blair, the PBMC will be seting up a special camp at 1% Floor of the AE-
li(Water Section), Bathubasti Post Office between 9.00 AM to 1.00 PM
and 2.00 PM t0 3.00 PM to collectthe municipal tax es viz Properly tax,
Water charges Conservancy fee and Marketrent etc. Residents have
been asked to avail his opportunity and pay theirrespective dues. They
are also requested to bring the last paid municipal tax receipt for easy
assessmentofdues and quick pay ment. The ciizens can also pay the
Property Tax/Market renfDomestic/Commercial Water Charges online
by visiting webste htps://pbmc.gov.in.

Vaccinationdrive continuing
smoothly in isles

PortBlair, Jan 06: Thevaccinafon drive is continuing smoothly in
A&N Islands. As per data available, a totalof 6,02,914beneficiaries hav e
been v accinated so far in A&N Islands. A total of 4276 people were
vaccinated yesterday. 2768 beneficiaries were vaccinated in South
Andaman District, outofw hich 2207 beneficiaries w erein the agegroup
of 15-18 years while 189 beneficiaries were in the age group of 18-44
years. Simirly, 1311 beneficiaries w ere vaccinated in North & Middle
Andaman District out of which 1266 beneficiaries w erein the age groupof
15-18 y ears w hile 12 beneficiaries w ere in the age group of18-44y ears.
197 beneficiaries were vaccinated in Nicobar District, outof w hich 186
benefciaries w ere in the age group of 15-18 y ears whie 2 beneficiaries
were i the age goup of 18-44years.

2020, primarily during the
lockdow n. According tooficials,
the victims purchased "Morris
Coin,” w hich is listed on the

Franc Platform cry pbcurrency |
exchangein Coimbatore ina ©

manner like an inifal p ffering.

Kamataka, p y in realestt

without showing any source of

income,” thesource further added.

N

am3
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A source in the ED said
to media, “Ten Morris coins were
valuedat Rs 15,000 with a lock-in
period of 300 day's. The currency
was fake. The investors were
givenan e-wallet and told thatthe
canvauewould boom whentaded
intheex change.” “Butthe promoters
of e coin siphoned outthe money
andillegaly nvesed nimmov able

conductedsearches at 11locations
in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
and Delhi for the lastfew days
Searches were also conducted in
places including the Bengaluru-
based Long Rich Technologies and
Monis Trading Solutons.

Unni Mukundan Films Pvt.
Ltd, a company founded by
Malayalam actor Unni Mukundan,

3 lf?' andMalappuram districts fled
. _ | various complaints against

andNextel Group, w ere amongthe
locatons thatw ere searched by he
ED, the media reported. Nishad

better sleep, quality of life for teens

Zurich, 6" Jan 2022: The
research has been published inthe
‘JAMA Network Open Joumal'.
“The students got about 75 minutes
more sleep per day during the

lockdown. Atthe same time, thelr
healt-rlatdaudly of ifei

days, but went to bed only 15
minutes later on av erage - meaning
their btalamount ofsleep increased
by about 75 minutes a day. On
weekends, here was litle diference
inthe sleep times ofthe o groups

Thestudent in he lockdown

aged 31, of Pookk
village in Malappuram
distic( has been identified as
thefrauds mastermind by the
ED. Officials from the ED
stated the actor had fies to
“5{ Nishad.

After police in Kannur

“”%

Nishad and others under
\“‘J Section 420 (Cheating) of the

Indian Penal

“= Code (IPC), the Directorate

took up the case lastyear.
The alleged criminals were
alsoinvolvedin a Ponzi scheme.
Afterthe company stoppedpaying
the promised profits, many of the
inv estors wentto the police and
complained, media reported
Nis had had fled the country after
being granted anticipatory bail in
the police charges by the Kerala
High Court.

signiicantly and their consumphon
ofalcoholand caffeinew entdown,”
said the study’s co-leader Oskar
Jenni UZH professor of

ics. Because

group rated their health-related
quality of ife higher, and the amount
ofalcoholand cafeine they reported
consuming was less than the pre-

they no longer had to travel to
school, they wereable to get up
later.

The researchers conducedan
online survey with 3,664 high
school students in the Canton of
Zurich during the lockdow n, asking
abouttheirsleep paterns and quality
of life. They then
compared the answers
with asurvey from 2017
with 5,308 young .
participants. 3

Theresults showed
that during the three
months in which the
schools were cbsed, the
adolescents got up around
90 minutes later onschool

\w

group. “Although the
Iockdown clearly led to worse
health and well-being for many
young people, our findings reveal
an upside ofthe school closures
which has received little attention
urtilnow " said Jenni. Sleep deficits
in adolescents can lead to general
tiredness, anxiety, and physical

.

aiments.

These in turn have a
detrimental effect on cognitive
functions such as concentration,
memory, and attention, making it
significantly harder to function in
everyday life. Theearly start ofthe
schoolday in Switzerland conficed
with the natural, biologically
determined sleeping habits of
teenagers. Because they had toget
up early for school, many young
people, therefore, suffered from
chroniclack ofsleep. The topic has
recently made its way onto the
poliical agenda in sev eral cantons
acmoss the country.

“Qurfindings clearly indicate
the benefit ofstartingschool latr in
themorning so thaty oungsters can
getmore sleep,” said
Jenni. He speculated
that he positive effects
on health and health-
related quality of life
would have been
evengreater had there
not also been the
negative efects ofthe
pandemic on mental
heath.

Omicron “Spreading Explosively” Across US,

The Andaman Express - English
Andaman Express - Hindi
Andaman Hural - Tamil

But Here’s the Good News

New York, 6" Jan, 2022: Thoughthe
omicron variant tends to be milder, itis
spreadingso explosively acrossthe U.S.
that many hospitals expect it to riv al or
surpass previous records for admitiing
Covid patients.

Hospitals are bracing for acontinuous
risein Covid-related bed demand for the
month ahead, according to models from
sev eral facilties around the country.

At Yale New Haven Hospital in
Connecticut, “Our dl-ime peak was 451
Covidpafents in Apri 0f2020,” said Robert
Fogerty, who oversees the 1541-bed
hospital’'s capacity management. “Ithink
we'regoingto blow pasthatby nextweek.”

The good news, heand oherhospitl
data ex perts said, is that compared with
previous waves, omicron s landing far
few er people in intensiv e-care units,
especially inregions w here vaccination
rates are high.

The rising demand for beds has
prompted health officials to step up some
proectiv e measures, ncluding urging people
toobtain vaccine boosters and w ear higher-
quality masks, even though omicron
infections appearto cause miler sy mptoms

San

Angeles also projects the
number of Covid pafentsin
its hospitdls will continue to
rise into mid-February. In

Director Grant Colfax said
this week at a briefing that
he believes “the height of
the surge is uponus,” and

thanearlier strains.

“Its going tobe a difficult winter, and

themaximum period seems like it's about
tounfold over the nextfew weeks,” said
Harv ard Medicd School inectious disease
specialistJacob Lemieux.
can hunker down to the extentpossible,
thatw ould bea service to society.”

“Soif people

Omicron has tended to burn out

quickly in some other countries, buthow
steepiits up-and-dow n trajectory will be in
the U.S. remains an open question. One
projection from the Institute for Health
Metrics and Ev aluation at the Univ ersity
of Was hington show's the
needfor hospitalresources |
peaking nationally in mid-
February.

Francisco, Health

thathe expects hospitalizations to reach
roughly the same level as lastwnter.

“Fornow we haveenough hospital
beds to manage his vdume, w hich is good
news,” Colfax said. “However, another
concern is hospital staff becoming infected
due to community spread and having to
stay home.”

A significant number of those
hosptalized with Covid were admited for
other reasons, according tostaf atsev eral
hospitals. While less sev ere, omicronstill
strains resources as staffw ork to protect
themselves and otherpatients. In hotspot

Miami, for instance, Jackson Health
System said Wednesday that 235 of its
current468 patients with Covid-19 were
therefor “primarily non-Covid reasons.”

At University of Michigan Health,
Covid hospitalization numbers began
shooting up lastw eek and could ulimakly
increas e over 50% to 150 in the coming
weeks, said Vkas Parekh, who leads the
system’s Covid modeling.

Whilesome seeadecoupling of case
rates from hospitalization rates, he
maintained rates do remain inked. hiough
the ratio has changed: “Itused to be 6.5%
of cases nationally ended up
inanew hospital admission,”
he said, “and now its 3.3% -
its notdecoupled, its justless
than delta.”

Hospital, projectthat their load of Covid
pafents could w el reach te heights of last
winer's surgein coming w eeks.

“This is challengingall of us in health
care ina way that we have not seen
bebre,” said Jennikr Stevens, who leads
modeling for Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Centr.

On the plus side, high vaccination
rates in greater Boston translate to less
acute llness when people do fall ill, said
Peter Dunn, who manages pafentcapacity
at Mass. General and helps oversee
hospital Covid capacity across theregion.

In the pandemic’s firstsurge, Mass.
General had 14 patients w hose condition
was so dire they needed machines to
supporttheir hearts and lungs. “We have
zeroright now” ofsuch patients, Dunnsaid.

records,” he said.

hospitals, Beth

Butthe sheer number of
cases means” that even with
lower hospitalization ratios,
you find places that break

In Boston, two major
Israel
Deaconess Medical Center
and Massachusetts General

As of Tuesday, Mass. General had
183 Cov id patients, with 32 inintensive
care and only 22 of those because of
Covid, Dunn said. The ohers happenedto
haveCovid butwere in or other reasons.
Atthe peak ofthe firstwave, the hospital
had roughly 400 Covid pafents.

“This wave is not like Wave 1 or
Wave2,” he said. “Its completely diferent”
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125 PASSENGERS ON
FLIGHTFROMITALY
TESTCOVID POSITIVE
INAMRITSAR

|| TRTHE ATIT=T ARRIVAL .+

A wtal of 125 passengerson a Milan-
Amritsar charter flight were found to be
COVID-19 positive when tested on
arrival, government officials said on
Thursday.

Officials said there were a total of
179 passengers on the charter flight YU-
661 that landed at the Amritsar airport at
around 1.30pm on Wednesday.

Since Italy is one of the "at risk"
countries according to the Union health

ministry, all eligible passengers—160 in
thiscase— weretested for COVID-19 and
125 of them were found to be positive,
they mentioned.

Outoftotal 179 passengers, 19 were
children or infants so they were exempt
from on-arrival REPCR testing, they said.

The charter flight between Milan in
ltalyand Amyitsar in Punjab was operated
by Portuguese company EuroAtlantic
Airways, they mentioned.

SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,
Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notification 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Ex amination | Various
Vacancies | LastDate: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL RecruitmentNofification @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notification 2022: Staff Selection Commission (SSC) has released
Combined Graduate Level Examination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL exam nofification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I(Vol.-l)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C vacant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL exams will
be conducted to fillup the following posts such as AssistantAudit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant, Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax Assistant
& Other posts. Online registration link is available from 23.12.2021 atw ww.ssc.nic.in.
Candidates who willing to work under Central Governmentmay apply online for SSC CGL
exam 2021 notification. The Lastdate to submitthe online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor's Degree holders can apply forSSC CGL exam 2021. Applicants musthave
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL exam consists of Tier 1& Tier Il (ComputerBased
Exam), Tier lll (Descriptive paper) & Tier IV (CPT/ Data Entry Speed Test). SSC CGL
nofification 2021 & apply online link for SSC recruitmentare available @ www . ssc.nic.in.
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CAGRecruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other
Vacancies (@ cag.gov.in

CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acancies
[Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in

CAG Recruitment 2022: In this article, w e hav e des cribed the LatestJobs of CAG
Recruitment 2022 details. New Delhi hasinvites applications from eligble applicant for hiring
49+ vacancies. Post wise vacancy details are givenbelow . Interested and eligible applicant
shouldapply throughoffiine modeonly. These49+vacancieswill be allocated forthe post of
Sr. Audtofficer, Asst. AuditOfficer, Sr. Account Officer. Beforefinal i of

WCD Delhi Recruitment 2022,
Apply 30 Social Worker &
Other Vacancies @
www.weddel.in

WCD Dehi Recruitment 2022 | Members Social Worker & Other Posts | Total Vacancies
30| Last Date: 10.01.2022 | Dow nload WCD Delhi J ob Notification @ wcddel.in

WCD Delhi Recruitment2022: De partmentof Women & Child Dev elopment (WCD),
Delhi has issued new notice for post of the Chairperson (CWC), Member (CWC) and
Member Social Worker (JJB) for limited for the various Child Welfare Committees (CWC)
and Juv enile Justice Boards (JJB). ltnvites online mode application from eligible candidates.
As per WCD Delhi recruitment notification, totally 30 vacancies are allocated WCD Delhi
Vacancy and post wise vacancy details are given below . Candidates who are searching
jobs in Delhi kindly make the online registration from 27.12.2021 to 10.01.2022.

WCD Dehi recruitment 2022 nofiiication & WCD Delhi Jobs apply online link is available
@ Www. wcddelin. Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs mustcheck heir eligibility i.e.

ion, age imf, i d etc. Departmentof Women & Child Dev elopment
(WCD), Delhi selection will be based on Test/ Interview and selected candidates w ill be
appoinkd atanyw here in Delhi State. More details of w cddel.in recruiment, WCD Delhi New
vacancy, upccmlngnohcs sylabus, answ er key, merit list, selection ist, admit card, result,
ions and et. will beuploaded onofficial w ebsite.

You may V|5|tCareer page o getmore details about this recruitment. Here y ou will get
age limit, ication mode, fee and how to apply.
larly toget latest updates & upcoming govtexams.
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STPI Recruitment 2022, B.E/
B.Tech Vacancies, Apply @

s
stpi.in

STPI Recruitment 2022 | Member Technical Staff | 14 Vacancies | Last Date:
16.01.2022| STPI Job Notification @ stpi.in

STPIRecruitment 2022: Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) invites online
application for filling up Group A S&T vacancy. As per STPI recruitment 2022 nofification
(No. 2(4)/l STPIHQ/ 2021-22), there are 14 vacancies are allocated for the post of
Member Technical Staffposts. Online application process w as started from 18.12.2021.
Candidates with Engineering Degree are capable to apply for this Software Technical Park
recruitment 2022. The Last date to submit the online application form is 16.01.2022.
Registered candidates should submit the printoutof their filled online form on or before
31.01.2022.

Employees of Central/ State Government/ PSUs/ Autonomous organizations should
forward their application through proper channel. Central Govt job seekers may use this
chanceto apply forthls STPI jobs. These adv ertised vacancies will be filed on absomptions/

form, candidate must review their application form carefully. Selected candidate will get the
pay matrix of level-8 & level-10. The last date to apply for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Ofﬁcer (31.01.2022) and other postshould be (21.01.2022).
willbe based The period of can be extended
/ i per candidate performance. Central gov job seekers may dow nload the
CAG recruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment process may be based on
writen test/interview . Ex perience in relev antfieldis eligible to apply. Candidates w ho saisfy
the below condition may send their filled application form along with s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and vigilance certificate etc to reach
the given below address. Read the below table to getthe details of location, post name and
organization name éfc.
Details regarding CAG Sr. Auditofficer & other jobs like educational qualification, age
limit, selection process, & How b apply are provided abov e. Check out the latest currentjob
notification is avaiable atDaiy recruitmentsite.

Aspirants needto pay a fee via prescribed mode. CA/ CMA/ Degree in Law is desirable
qualification to apply for this SSC CGL Selected will be appoil
anyw here inindia. Indicative sy llabus & exam scheme arementioned in official notification.
More detils of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 noffication, sy llabus, ex am date, previous quesion
paper, admitcard, answer key, meritlist, selection list, results and upcoming SSC exam
notices will be uploaded at oficial w ebsite.

K.R.G. Kalai Kaveri School

Reg, Bo. 1230,2005

BUNIYADABAD
Post Box No. 167,
Port Blair - 744 102

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PcstHO vacanmes |Last
date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ org

CMRL Recruitment2021: Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
qualified and ex perienced p | for the appointment to the postof General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before finalsubmission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernrment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC

direct willbe placed atany centre of STPI. Aspirants need to
pay a feethrough prescribed mode & menton the UTR/ TransactionIDinthe online application
form. Applications received by the last date for this STPI careers will be screened. Eligible
canddates will be called for writen exam/ persond interview .

Softw are Technology Parks of India is the full form of STPI, the units ex pored software
and information technology and the state with the largest ex port contribution was Karataka
folowedby Maharashtra, TamilNadu, Haryana and Telangana. STPIhasa presence in many
major cifes of Indiaincluding he Cifes Bangalore, Chennai, Hy derabad, Trivandrum (kerala),
Kanpur, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh), Patna (Bihar), Bhubaneshw ar (Orissa), Kolkatta (West
Bengal), Mumbai, Nagpur, Pune Warangal ( Kakinada, Tirupati,
Vijayaw ada, Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Surat (Gujarat).

For more details of STPIrecruitment, kindly check at www .stpi.in. The directlink for
STPICareers portal has provided below . Keep looking atwww .daily recruitment.in to know
latestjob updates.

CDAC Chennai Recruitment
2022 [Apply Engineer
Vacancies] @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recruitment 2022 | Post: Project Engineer & Project Associate |
Vacancies: 19| End Date: 18.01.2022| Apply CDAC Chennai Jobs @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recruitnent2022: This time the Centre for Development of Adv anced
Computing (CDAC), Chennai has announced 19 vacancies for the position of Project
Engineer & Project Associate. CDAC, Chennai is looking for bright & result oriented
persons for the above said posts under various short-term projects. The CDAC invites
online applications for the appointmentpurely on contract basis. The contract duration is
initially for a period of 01 (One) y ear or co-terminus with the project w hichever is earlier.
Duringthis period candidates w ho are selected for this job they geta pay scale of Rs. 34,000
toRs. 40,000.

certificates . Candidates may send thelrﬁlled appllcahcnferm along with the s elf-atte sted

ho are fr Tamil Nadu jobs may apply this CDAC Chennai jobs by
onine from 03.01.2022 to 18.01.2022. The CDAC conduct writtentest

copies of certificates in support of experience birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form will notbe considered for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitment site.

| skilltest/ interview b select eligible candidates forthe givenposts. Those candidates whoare
qualified for CDAC job vacancy will be appointed at Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai, Bhopal and
Anyw here in India. More details of Jobs in CDAC Chennairecruitment, careers, CDAC jobs,
selection list, merit list, resultetc. will be available on the official website. Scroll dow n to get
complete details about CDAC job vacancy.

We hope that, in this article y ou can getal the details about CDAC Chennai recruitment.
Keep in touch wih daily recruitment.into get more latest updates.
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Reliance Retail has bought a 25.8 per
cent stake in Dunzo, India's leading quick
commerce player, for $200 million (around
Rs 1,488 crore) as it looks to expand its
presence in online grocery delivery business.

Dunzo has raised $240 million (about
Rs 1,787 crore) in its latest funding round
that was led by Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd(RRVL) - the retail arm of Reliance
Industries, the two firms said in astatemert.

Existinginvestors Lightbox, Lightrock,
3L Capital andAtteria Capital also particpated
in the fundinground.

"With an investment of $200 million,
Reéliance Retail willown 25.8per cent stake,"
thestatement said.

In addition to the funding, Dunzo and
Reliance Retail will also enter into certain
busines s partnerships. Dunzo will enable
hyperlocal logistics for the retail stores
operated by RRVL, further adding onto
Reliance Retail's omni-chanrel capabiliies.

Dunzo will also facilitate last mile
deliveries for JioMart's merchant network.

The capital will be used to further
Dunzo's vision to be the largest quick
commercebusiness in the courtry, enabing
instant delivery of essertials fom anetwork
of micro warehouses while also expanding
its B2B business verticalto enable logistics
for local merchants in Indian cities, the
statement said.

IN CONVERSATION

RELIANCE RETAILACQUIRES
25.8% STAKE IN DUNZ0

customer experience through rapid delvery
of products from Reliance Retail stores.
Our merchants will get access to the
hyperlocal delivery network of Dunzo to
support their growth as they move their
business online through JioMart, she said.
Dunzo is a leading player in the quick
commerce category WhlL‘h has an

.

(about Rs 5,250 crore) inits express grocery
delivery service, Instamart. Previously, Ola
had also started piloting a quick delivery
service for items like groceries inBengaluru.

RRVL has been on an aggressive
acquisition spree to consolidate its position
inthe Indianmarket, while bdlstering its dgital
playto tap intothe burgeoning demand fore-

ty of over$50

Reliance

RETAIL

bilkon.

Currently, Dunzo s available across
seven metro cities inInda and the additional
capital will be used to expand the quick
commerce business to 15 cities, the
statement said. Dunzo launched its instant
delivery model Dunzo Daily'in Bengaluru
earler this year, which is seeingover 20per
cent week-on- week growth. The Dunzo Daily
model delivers daily and weekly essentials
within 15-20 minutes, with a focus on
providing hig ity fruits and

services in the courtry.

In November last year, RRVL acquired
the retail lingerie businesses under the
amante’ umbrella brand from MAS Brands, a

holly idiary of Sri Lanka-based

| OPEN SECRET

New entries for parade

U
MAS Holdings, for

In October, RRVL had acquired a 52
per cent stake in veteran couturier Ritu
Kumar's firm Ritika Pvt Ltd for an undisclosed
amount, while Reliance Brands Ltd (RBL) has
amounceditwould pick a40per cent minorty
stakein fashion designer Manish Malhotra's
MM Styles Pvt Ltd.

In September, RRVL had acquired the
control of search &amps; discovery platform
Just Didl for a consideration of Rs 3497 crore.

Last month, RBL and Indian couturier
Anamika Khanna agreed to a 60:40 joint
venture for owning and developing fashion
brand AK-OK.

It alsu buught a minority stake in

Whie tradltional e-commerce deliveres take
a day or Iunger quick commerce (or g-

We are seeing a shift in
patterns to online and have been highly
impressed with how Dunzo has disrupted
the space. Dunzo is the pioneer of Quick
Commerce in India and wewant to sypport

toget small
quantities of goods tocustomers in ashorter
period of time. Accordingtoa RedSeerreport,
the quick commerce sector in India is
expected to grow to $5 billion by 2025 from

themin irambitions of becoming
a inent focal enabler in the

the t 0.3 billion. Thereport said quick

country, RRVL Director IshaAmbanisaid.
Sheadded that through the partnership
with Dunzo, the company will be able to
provide increased convenience to Reliance
Retail's consumers and differentiated

is growing in Indliaon the back of
trends like a shift in behaviour,

, which owns and
operates online lingerie store Zivame, last
year.

RRVL, a subsidary of RIL, is the holding
company of allthe retail companies of the
Group. It reported a consolidated turnover of
Rs 1,57,629 crore anda net profit of Rs 5,481
crorefor the year endedMarch 31, 2021.

In 2020, Reliance Industries had raised
Rs 47 265 crore by selling around 1 0 per cent

entry of big players fike BigBasket and Blinkit
, and rise of instant delivery platforms. Last
month, food delivery platform Swiggy
announced an investment of $700 million

RRWL. It funds from global
private equity funds which included - Silver
LakePartners, KKR, GIC, TPG and General
Atlantic, as well as sovereign wealth funds
Mubadala, ADIA andPIF.
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. EC reviews Covid, law

L

and order situation in
poll-bound states

The Election Commission on
Thursday reviewed the Covid
situation with the Union health
secretary and health experts,
collectinginputs on necessary safety
measures tobe ensured during the
w0 democratic exercise and
emphasising the need for
vaccination of all eligible people in
fivepolkboundsttes, sources said.

Ina separate meeting, the poll
paneldiscussedthe law andorder
situation in the five states -- Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gaa, Punjab
and Manipur - with Union Home
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

Elections are due inthe five
states and the Commission is

expected to announce poll daes in
the nextfew days. Besides Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan, the
meeing bassess the Cov id situation
was also attended by AlMS
director Randeep Guleria and
ICMR's Balram Bhargava,
sources aware of the interactions
said. The poll panel carried out a
"complete review" of the Covid
status and took inputs from medical
expers on "safely measuresto be
ensured" during campaigning and
polling. It stressed to the health
secrefary the need to ensure
complete vaccinaton for dl eligible
persons, the sources said. In an
earlier meeting with Bhushan on
December 27, the poll
B panel had asked him
to ramp up the
vaccinationdriv e inhe
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PATIALA: The third wav e of the COVID-19
pandemic has struck he National Institite of Sports
(NIS), Patiala with the elite centre on Thursday
reporting four positive cases inside its campus.
The posifvecases were corfimedfolow ng
170RT-PCR tests conducted among athletes and
coaches residinginside the campus.

The cases include three junior athletes and
one coach.

"RT-PCRtest for 170athletes and coaches
were conducted in NSNIS Patiala on T uesday
as part of SAI COVID SOP. Results have
rev eaked that three junior athletes and one coach
are COVID posifve," the Sports Auhority ofindia
(SAl) said in a statement.

"All four are symptomatic and have been
isdlated as per SOP." "Thereare no posifv e cases
among nahonal campers and their training is
bio-bubble. "ASA|
official also said that the elite athletes are in a
completely dfferent bio-bubble andhav e no link
with he junior athletes or he outsidew orld.

The oficial revealed that besides athletes,
NIS Patiala also reported some positive cases
among a few students ofits academic courses,
butthey leave outside the campus and has no

connectionwith its campers.

The four, who hav ereturned posifve, wil
bere-tested after 10 day s as per the guidelines
issuedby the Punjab govemment.

"We hav e know ledge thatthere were a
few cases among those who attend our
academic courses butthey al stay ousidethe
campus. As soon asw e learntabout hem,we
havesbpped phy sica classes three day s back

NIS Patiala reports 4 COVID pos1t1ve cases

andshifed to online mode," the official told PTI.

Ahleics and boxingare the tw oimportant
disciplines whose national camps are being
held at NIS, Patiala.

During the second wave lastMarch, 26
sportspersons and support staff across
disciplines w ere found tobe COVID-19 positive
after around 380 campers were subjected to
tests br the dreadedinfection atthe NIS Patidla.

KOCHI: On-field communication,
something that she struggled with in her initial
days with the Indian women's team owing to
language barrier, will be thekey to success in
the upcoming AFC Asian Cup, midfielder
Indumathi Kathiresan said on Thursday.

India will host the continental tournament
from January 20 to February 6in three venues
across Maharashtra.

"Its all aboutcommunicating on the field
tofill in themissing areas, when y ou'e playing
inthe midfield,"Indumathiw as quoted as saying
by the Allindia Football Federafon (AIFF).
"People mistake itto be pointing outthe
mistakes ofothers. But it's not about that. If |
don'tdoit, they may notknow whatthey've
done wrong, and vice versa.""When they (my
teammates) look into my ey es on the pitch,
they should know thateven ifthey makean
error, I'llgive my life to come and help them;
and when llook into their ey es, Itoo w antto
seethe same."

While the 27-year-old midfield general
stresses the importance of communicating with
her teammates, it was not too long back that
she herself found communic ation one of the
hardest parts of fooball.

Thedaughter of daly wage workers fom
Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu, Indumathi completed
her education in governmentschods with the
help of scholarships, balancing bath studies and
sports.

However, when she was calledup toa
monthdongnaiona team frids camp, they oung
midfelder found that she could not properly

ithany of her

"I'had then got called up for a National
Team trial among 50 girls. Butl was the only
onefrom Tamil Nadu. Noother girl spoke Tamil,
and | could nots peak either Hindi or English,
sol could notreally communicate withany one,”
sherecaled.

"Not being able tospeak b any onearound
you for more thana monthis really difficult."

"Sometimes | used to cry on the phone
tomy mother, and she would tell me to come
back, butl knew | couldn't do that. |didn't
understand much of w hatothers said to me, |
justsmiled and nodded and kept going," she
said with a laugh.

"'ve had b change a lot. All the coaches
fold me that Ineed to be able to speak with
others, because football is a sport where
communication is essential. So | started to
learn, and now |can manage," she said.

A subinspector in Tamil Nadu Police,
Indumathiw ould never have imagined thatshe
would one day play in a tournament of the
stature ofthe AFC Women's Asian Cup for the
Blue Tigresses.

"'m 27 now. Ifyou'd have asked me
back in school or college whether I'd still be
playing football till this age, | would probably
have said, no. But'm thankful that I can s till

On-field communication will be key to
success in Asian Cup, feels Indumathi

dot. And I'm even moregrateful that'm geting
to play the Asian Cup on home soil," said
Indumathi.

"Inow have ajobin the Police as well,
butfootball is my identity. This comes frstand
foremost. Wheny ou say Indumati Kathiresan,
Iwant youtofirst think of me as a footballer,
and then as a Policewoman.”

In her y ounger day s, Indumathi has had
to contend with the notion thatfootball is not
meantfor women.

"l've always had to balance football and
studies. My parents, at first, did not wantme
to play football, but Icontinued any way. Once
Istarted playing inthe NFCs, they began to
realise that Icould probably do somethingw ith
my footballing career.

"But convincing them became more
difficult when I'd get some injuries. As itis, |
used to miss a lotof exams in my college
because we w ere play ing tournaments. We
used b have separate exams, and once | had
tositbr two semesters' worth of exams atthe
same time."

The Asian Cup is justaround he comer,
andthe Blue Tigresses have played a number
of friendly matches in the UAE, Bahrain,
Sweden and Brazil as partof their preparation
for the continertal ex travaganza.

Themidfielder feek thathe matches were
ofavery high quality, something that puts the
team in good stead.
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