www.echoofindia.com

PUBLISHED SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM KOLKATA,SILIGURI,GANGTOK,GUWAHATI and PORT BLAIR

VOL XV ISSUE NO 259 PAGES 8 PORT BLAIR « SUNDAY « JANUARY 1, 2023




2 Nation

TuE EcHo oF INDIA-PORT BLAIR
Sunday- January 1, 2023

NIA registers 'all-time high' 73 terror cases in 2022: Official data

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) registered an
"all-time high" of 73 cases in
2022 even as it is working to

undertake a "whole of
ecosystem" approach to
dismantle the terrorist
networks that aim to harm

India, officials said
Saturday.
They also said that the

agency was "pressing on the
pedal" to get extradited
gangster Goldy Brar, the
prime accused in the
murder of Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moosewala. There
were reports of his
detention in the US
recently but agency sources
said those were
"unconfirmed" reports. An
Interpol arrest warrant is
alive against him, and his
visa in Canada has expired.

Efforts are on to get him

terrorist investigation
agency has released the
year-end figures of its
action saying the cases
filed by it under the
provisions of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) and some other IPC
sections covered a
spectrum of crimes,
including 'Jihadi terror’,
gangster-terror-drug
smugglers nexus, terrorist
funding, and FIRs against
the now banned Islamic
organisation PFI or the
Popular Front of India.
"The NIA has registered 73
cases in 2022 which is a
19.67 per cent increase
from the 61 cases registered
in 2021 and is an all-time
high for the agency," a
spokesperson for the
agency said. On average,
about 60 cases were filed by
the agency in 2019 and

2020, officials said.
Among the

back to India to face the law,
they said. The federal anti-

BJP will go alone in 2023 Karnataka
polls, voting for JD-S is like casting
ballot for Congress: Shah

BENGALURU, DEC 31 /--/ Urging party workers to ensure
that BJP forms a government with two-thirds majority in
Karnataka, Union home minister Amit Shah on Saturday
asserted that the party will go alone in the 2023 assembly
polls, and said it will be a direct contest as voting for JD(S)
islike casting the ballot for Congress.He also urged people
to decide whether they are standing with a party of patriots,
referring to the BJP, or with "tukde tukde gang" under the
leadership of Congress. "There are clearly two sides and it
isastraightfightthistime.Journalistssay thereisatriangular
fight. Isaid no, it is a straight fight, because voting for JD(S)
means voting for Congress. So, is it a straight fight or not?"
Shahasked. Accusingthe JD(S)of spreadingrumoursclaiming
thatBJPwilltieupwiththem, whileaddressingparty workers
here, he said: "I have come to tell the workers and the people
of Karnataka that we will not go with any party. We will fight
alone and form the government on our own." "There are
clearly two sides. On one side, there is an organisation of
patriots in the form of BJP and on the other side, tukde-tukde
ganghave cometogetherundertheleadershipof the Congress.
It is for the people of Karnataka to decide now whether they
are with the patriots or those who support people who want
to divide this country," he added. Shah was speaking at the
BJP's booth presidents and booth-level agents convention
at the Palace Ground here. Highlighting the saffron party's
massive victory in Gujarat, Shah told party workers
assembled from across Karnataka: "If you want to form a
government,don'tformanincompleteone,formagovernment
with a full two-thirds majority." "I have seen the mood of the
people of Karnataka. People are ready (to support us), we
need to go to them," he added. Karnataka will go to the polls
by April-May, 2023. (PTI)

Modigovtfailedto keep
promisesin2022: NCP

Asks if more 'jumlas' in store for 2023

MUMBALI, DEC 31 /--/ On New Year's eve, the Nationalist
Congress Party on Saturday said the Narendra Modi
government had failed to deliver on its promises in 2022. A
statement by NCP spokesperson Mahesh Tapase
questioned if the Union government had a roadmap for the
development and repayment of debt. Should the nation
expect new 'jumlas' (poll rhetoric) in 2023, Tapase asked.
"Now that we have only a few hours left of 2022, it is time
the nation revisits the promises made by the BJP
government. GDP stands at 6.5 per cent against 10 per cent
as promised for 2022. Farmers' income has not doubled nor
100 per cent irrigation achieved," the NCP leader said.
Eradication of malnutrition, 24x7 electricity, 100 per cent
broadband connectivity in all gram panchayats along with
digital literacy for all as well as a USD 5 trillion economy
were some of the promises made by Modi's government, he
claimed. "The government has written off Rs 10 lakh crore
of bank loans and these were not majorly the credits taken
by farmers and small traders. SMEs scheme for non-
collateral credit is only on paper as banks refuse to entertain
proposals," he alleged. The Central government's
borrowing in eight years of Bharatiya Janata Party rule has
touched Rs 80 1akh crore, the rupee stood at 82 to the US
dollar, while two lakh persons had renounced Indian
citizenship and migrated in 2022, Tapase further said. (PTI)

cases

registered this year include
35 cases of 'Jihadi' terror in
J&K, Assam, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, and West
Bengal, 10 cases related to
Left Wing Extremism (LWE),
five cases related to
insurgents in the northeast,
seven cases related to the
PFI, three cases of gangster-
terror-drug smuggler nexus,
one case of terror funding,
and two related to fake
Indian currency notes
(FICN), the spokesperson
said.

The agency also filed a
total of 59 chargesheets
against 368 persons during
the year, as per official data.
"Judgements have been
pronounced in 38 cases in
2022, all of which have
ended in conviction. 109
persons have been
convicted to rigorous

imprisonment and fine and
six life sentences have also
been awarded," the data
said. The overall conviction
rate for the agency
currently stands at 94.39
per cent, it said.

Officials said the
agency was working on an
"ecosystem kind of

approach" and working in
coordination with other
central probe agencies and
state organisations so that

the entire terrorist
infrastructure is
dismantled.

"It is the vision of the
Union home minister (Amit
Shah) that the NIA should
undertake an 'agency-like
approach'and not justlike a
police station. This
approach, like the FBI of
the US, mandates a wider
and extensive approach
towards terror crimes and
its modus operandi," a
senior NIA officer said. The

agency, created in the
aftermath of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks, has
also increased its
"geographical footprints"
within the country as its
branches have gone up to 18
now and this is expected to
touch the two dozen mark
by the next year, the officer
said. We are getting more
manpower and looking to
establish two full-fledged
verticals to tackle cyber
terrorism and human
trafficking, he said.

The agency officials
said the NIA was also
registering "offshoot cases"
where terrorist links
emerge during the course of
investigation by the state
police or any other central
agency. Itispart of our new
standard operating
procedure (SOP) that we get
associated with any terror-
like case from the beginning
sothatifitcomestousata

later stage, we are aware of
its track, the evidence, and
other inputs, they said. The
agency was also
undertaking investigations
that have cross-border
ramifications and require
the sleuths to travel to that
country. "For such probes,
the NIA takes the help of
the ministry of home and
external affairs and we
have, and we would, travel
tothose countries where our
investigations arelinked to,"
they said.

As per the official data,
the NIA arrested 456 people
this year including 19
absconders. Two accused
were arrested upon
deportation and one
accused after extradition, it
said. In 2022, ?eight persons
were designated as
individual terrorists under
the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), the
data said. (PTI)

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation Amit Shah at the 'Sahakar Labharthi Sammelan', in Bengaluru,

Karnataka

NEW DELHI, DEC 31/--/
President Droupadi
Murmu greeted citizens
on New Year's Eve on
Saturday and called on
them to resolve to
rededicate themselves to
the unity, integrity and
inclusive development of
the country. "May the
dawn of New Year, imbued

Let's rededicate ourselves to inclusive
development of Nation: PrezMurmu's
message on New Year's Eve

with fresh energy, bring new
happiness, goals,
inspirations and greater
achievements in our lives.
On this occasion, let us
resolve to rededicate
ourselves to the unity,
integrity and inclusive
development of the nation,"
Murmu said in her message
released by the Rashtrapati

Bhavan. "On the occasion
of New Year, I extend my
heartiest greetings and
best wishes to all fellow
citizens and all Indians
abroad," she said. The
President further said, "I
wish for the progress and
prosperity of our glorious
nation and the people in
the year 2023." (PTI)

Unidentified callerthreatensto blow up RSSHQ
in Nagpurwithbomb, security tightened: Police

NAGPUR, DEC 31 /--/
Security was beefed up at the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) headquarters at
Nagpur in Maharashtra on
Saturdayafteranunidentified
callerthreatenedtoblowitup
with a bomb, police said."A
phonecall wasreceivedatthe

Police Control Room at 1 pm.
A man threatened to blow up
the RSS headquarters in
Mahalareawithabomb,"said
DCP,Zonelll, GorakhBhamre.
A Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad (BDDS) and a
dog squad were summoned
and conducted a thorough

checking of the premises but
nothing suspicious was
found, hesaid.Patrollinghas
been intensified as a
precautionary measure, the
DCP said, adding that police
are tracking the phone
number to identify the caller.
(PTI)

56 Pakistanisamong
186terrorists
killed, 159 arrested
inJ&Kin 2022: DGP

JAMMU,DEC31 /--/ Atotal
of 186 terrorists, including 56
Pakistaninationals, were
killedand 159 arrested in2022
which proved to be the most
successful in recent years,
Director General of Jammu
and Kashmir Police Dilbagh
Singh said on Saturday. He
alsosaid the police and other
securityagenciesaremoving
in the right direction to
achieve "zero terror"
activities in the Union
territory. Attheyear-endpress
conference here, the police
chief said 146 Pakistan-
created terror modules,
comprising four to five
members each who were
tasked to carry out selective
and targeted killings and
grenadeandIEDattacks, were
also busted in 2022. He said
100 youths joined terrorism
in J-K this year, which isalso
the lowest in many years.
(PTI)

Administering 220 crore doses of Covid vaccinein Indiahighpoint 0f 2022

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
After two years of the worst
phase of Covid pandemic,
2022 saw a new wave of
infections driven by the
Omicron variant of
coronaviruswhichultimately
subsided, puttingIndiaalong
with the world on the route
to normalcy before fresh
concerns arose amid rise in
cases globally at the fagend
of the year.

The health ministry,
which was kept on its toes by
coronavirus, had to briefly
deal with the challenge of
monkeypox which had
sparked a major scare in the
months of June, July and
August and also the issue of
deathsofchildren in Gambia
and Uzbekistan allegedly
linked to cough syrups
manufactured in India. The
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation began
aprobe in connection with
the death of 18 children in
Uzbekistan allegedly linked
tothecoughsyrupDok-1 Max
manufactured by Marion

Biotech of Noida. The
Uzbekistan health ministry
has alleged that the children
died after consuming Dok-1
Max. Before Uzbekistan's
claims, there were reports
linking the deaths of 70
children in Gambia to cough
syrups manufactured by
Haryana-based Maiden
Pharmaceuticalsearlierthis
year. The Drugs Controller
General of India, however,
claimed the WHO drew a
premature link. With Covid
cases remaining
comparatively low, the
ministry could turn its
attention to other important
projects and commitments
this year. However, it had to
bringback its focus on Covid
by the year end, stepping up
surveillance and revising its
international guidelines as
spurt in cases were reported
from Japan, the US, South
Korea, Brazil, France and
China.

A major achievement of
the ministry in 2022 was the
administration of 220 crore

doses of Covid vaccine which
hasresulted in 97 per cent of
the eligible adult population
havingreceived the first dose
and 90 per cent fully
vaccinated. Expanding the
scopeofits Covid vaccination
drive,Indiabeganinoculating
adolescents in the age group
of 15-18 years from January
3 and administering
precautiondosestohealthcare
and frontline workers and
those aged 60 and above with
comorbidities from January
10. The country began
inoculating children aged 12-
14 from March 16 and also
removed the comorbidity
clausemakingall peopleaged
above 60 eligible for the
precaution dose of Covid
vaccine. On April 10, the
government began
administering precaution
doses of Covid-19 vaccines to
all aged above 18 years.
However, low uptake of
precaution dose with just 27
per cent of the eligible
population opting for it sofar
has been one of points of

concern for the health
ministry especially in face of
the possibility of Covid cases
rising again. Taking note of
the evolving Covid-19
situation globally and
emergenceofmutantvariants
of SARS-CoV-2 virus, the
guidelines for international
arrivals were reviewed from
time to time throughout the
year. In the Covid vaccine
scenario, Bharat Biotech's
intranasal vaccine being
approvedbythe Union Health
Ministry as a booster dose for
thoseaged 18 yearsand above
isnoteworthy.

Another major highlight
of the year was the launch of
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan in
September aimed at
eliminating the disease five
years ahead of the SDG
(Sustainable Development
Goal) target of 2030. The
program provides a
community supportprogram
under which tuberculosis
patients can be adopted and
cared for by an individual,

elected representatives or
institutions. The health
ministry also organised a
mega 'Raktdaan Amrit
Mahotsav' as a part of which
over 2.5 lakh people
voluntarily donated blood. As
part of efforts towards
providing affordable
medicines, the ministry
revised the National List of
Essential Medicine (NLEM)
taking the total drugs under
itto384with34newadditions
to the tally which included
several anti-cancer drugs,
antibioticsand vaccines. The
government's flagship
insurance scheme
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna
continued to provide
healthcare cover to the poor
and vulnerable with around
4 crore people availing free
treatmentworthmorethanRs
47,000 crore under the
scheme till November 25
since it was launched in
September 2018. Over 20
crore Ayushman cards have
been issued so far.

In another major
development, transgender
people were included in the
AyushmanBharatinsurance
scheme which besides
offeringcompositehealthcare
services, will now support
sex-change operations. The
ministryonDecember29said
ithas achieved the target of
operationalising 1,50,000
AyushmanBharatHealthand
Wellness Centres by
upgrading the sub-health
centres and rural and urban
primary health centres, in
both urban and rural areas
aimedatbringinghealthcare
closer to the community. The
e-health initiative of the
ministry eSanjeevani, a free

telemedicine service,
clocked over 8 crore
teleconsultations till

December. Augmenting its
footprint in the digital
landscape remained one of
the top priorities of the
healthministry. Over30crore
Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA) IDs were
created. (PTI)

2023 willbeagreatyear
Ifcountry getsgood
rainfall: Sharad Pawar

BARAMATI, DEC 31 /--/ Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) president Sharad Pawar on Saturday said if 2023
witnesses a good monsoon, it will be a "great" year for the
country as it will help the agriculture sector thrive and
drive up the economy.He also noted that India can become
an important country in terms of export. Pawar was talking
to media persons in his hometown in Pune district on the

New Year's eve. "As many as 50 to 60 per cent of the people
of the country are dependent on agriculture. If we get
favourable rainfall in the country, it will be a great year for
all of us. The purchasing power of people will rise if
agriculture flourishes. I pray that the farmers of the
country would be happy in the coming year," he said. Once
farmers are happy, other businesses will also witness "great"
days, the former Union agriculture minister said. "On a
global stage, India can become an important country in
terms of exports. Therefore, there should be new reforms
in industries and trade. No matter who remains in power
today, everyone has to put aside political differences and
come together to strengthen the economy," he said.

On the national political scene, Pawar said, "Opposition
parties were not allowed to speak during the winter session
of Parliament. There was chaos in the House." The NCP
supremo also said that the opposition parties will come
together for a discussion at the end of January before the
Budget Session of Parliament begins. (PTI)

Indiaaimedto expand
geo-political heftin 2022;
assumed G20presidency

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/ In a year that saw revival of the
great-power rivalry triggered by the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, India assumed the presidency of the powerful G20
grouping and demonstrated a steely resolve and statecraft
inexpandingitsstrategicinfluence inreshapingtheregional
power balance in the face of China's increasingly aggressive
behaviour.As the eastern Ladakh border standoff lingered
on for over 30 months, India alsomaintained a clear and firm
policy in its diplomatic engagement with China, sending a
clear message to Beijing that return of peace and security
along the frontier was paramount for overall development
ofties.Indiaalsocontinueditsdiplomaticoverdrivetoexpand
ties with major global players like the US, the UK, Japan,
France and the European Union in sync with a broad goal
of increasing its geo-political heft and position itselfas a
credible force for peace and stability in contrast to China's
bullying behaviour. With the Ukraine conflict resulting in
aglobalfood andenergy crisisand anintensifyinggeopolitical
competition between Russia and the US, India displayed a
distinctively nuanced approach and pressed both Moscow
andKyivtoendthehostilitiesandfindasolutiontotheproblem
through dialogue. At a meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Uzbekistan's Samarkand on September
16,Prime Minister NarendraModinudged the Russianleader
toendtheconflictsaying"today'seraisnotofwar",aformulation
that found a mention in the declaration of the G20 summit
in Bali. However, India abstained from voting in the United
Nations on multiple resolutions condemning the Russia
invasion, in reflection of its decades-old relationship with
Moscowthatcoversarangeofcriticalareasincludingdefence
and nuclear energy.

In the midst of the war, India significantly enhanced its
importofdiscounted Russian crudeoil prioritisingitsenergy
requirementandblunted mountingpressurefromthe Western
countriestosuspendtheprocurement. AstheRussianinvasion
of Ukraine that began on February 24 left almost all major
cities of the eastern European country under siege, India
launchedamassiveevacuationoperationtorescueitscitizens
from the conflict zones. Over 22,000 Indian nationals, the
majority of students, werebroughtbackhomein90evacuation
flights of which 76 were by commercial airlines and 14 were
by the Indian Air Force.

Amid the geo-political turmoil over the Ukraine conflict,
India assumed the presidency of the influential bloc G20
at its annual summit in Bali with a promise of striving to
ensure that the grouping acts as a global prime mover to
envision new ideas and accelerate collective action to deal
with pressing challenges. "India is taking charge of the G20
at a time when the world is simultaneously grappling with
geopolitical tensions, economic slowdown, rising food and
energy prices, and the long-term ill-effects of the pandemic,"
Modi said at the Bali summit. "At such a time, the world is
looking at the G20 with hope. Today, I want to assure that
India's G-20 presidency willbeinclusive,ambitious, decisive,
and action-oriented," he said. India officially assumed the
G20Presidency on December1.Indealing with Chinaagainst
the backdrop of the eastern Ladakh border row, India
maintainedanassertive policyinsistingthattherelationship
cannot be normal unless there is peace in the border areas.
"Fortiestoreturntoapositivetrajectoryandremainsustainable,
they must be based on the three mutuals: mutual sensitivity,
mutualrespectandmutualinterest," External AffairsMinister
S Jaishankar said in August.

AtaG20dinnerinBali, Prime Minister Modiand Chinese
President Xi Jinping shook hands and spoke briefly in their
first such exchanges in public view since the India-China
border standoff began in May 2020. In 2022, India also
redoubled effortstobooststrategiccooperation with countries
inIndia's immediate neighbourhood, Gulfregion, Central
Asia and member nations of the ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations)grouping. But,India'srelations with
Pakistan deteriorated further following Pakistani Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari's personal attack against
Modiovertwoweeksago.Islamabad continued with itssupport
to cross border terrorism to create instability in Jammu and
Kashmir. India reacted sharply to Bhutto-Zardari's remarks
describing them as "uncivilised" and a "new low" even for
thatcountry. New Delhialsocontinued itsdiplomaticoffensive
against Islamabad on the issue of terrorism and remained
firm on not having any talks with Islamabad until it stops
cross border terrorism.

A major highlight of India's diplomatic engagement in
2022 was expansion of strategic partnership with the US
including on key regional and global issues like working
jointly for a free and stable Indo-Pacific. The reflection of
renewed vigourinthebilateral ties wasonfull display during
talks between Modi and US President Joe Biden in May as
well as in November on the sidelines of the Quad meeting
in Tokyo and G20 summit respectively. (PTI)
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India has 10th largest
diasporain the US

The Indian diaspora comprises approximately
4.9 million individuals residing in the United
States, whowereeitherborninIndiaorreported
Indian ancestry or origin, according to a study
released by theMigrationPolicy Institute (IMPI),
athink-tank.Indiansranktenthonthediaspora
charts. The Chinese diaspora comprising of 5.4
millionisrankedninth. Thetopthreecountriesin
the diasporalist are: Germany (41 million),
Mexico (38 million) and Ireland (32 million).
However, Indians are the second largest
immigrantgroup,followingMexico,and arethe
main beneficiaries of the non-immigrant H-1B
visasforhighlyskilledindividuals. Thisstudy—
‘Spotlight on Indian immigrants in the US’ —
pointsoutthatthe2.7millionIndianimmigrants
livinginthe USasof2021 madeup6% of thetotal
foreign-born population, and their numbers
continuetogrow. Oneof thereasonsforthisstark
differencebetweenthediasporaandimmigration
statisticsisthatimmigrationfornon-Europeans
opened uponly post 1965.

AriJoffmanandJeanneBatalova,authorsof
this MPI study, state that compared to all
immigrants, Indians are much more likely to
havearrived inlargenumberssincetheyear2000
and beyond. In 2021, the median age of Indian
immigrantswas41years, whichisyoungerthan
theoverallforeign-bornpopulation(47years),but
older than the US or native-born (37 years).
Nearly 80% of Indian immigrants were of
workingage (between 18to64 years); versus77 %
of theoverallforeign-born populationand59% of
those born in the US (native born). Education
levelsoftheIndianimmigrantsisalsorelatively
higher. Their composition when it comes to
advanced degrees stands out, the MPI’s study
cites,asnearly 49% of Indian immigrant adults
held a graduate or professional degree in 2021
comparedto15% of theforeign-bornand13% of
native adults. This in turn reflects in the
significantly higher medianannualincomes.In
2021,householdsheadedbyanIndianimmigrant
had a median annual income of $150,000,
comparedto$70,000forallimmigrantandnative-
led ones. A lesser-known trend in Indian
immigrationistheriseinunauthorisedarrivals
at the US-Mexico borders, the study points out.
Between October 2021 and September 2022,
borderauthoritiesencounteredIndianmigrants
18,300 times at this border, a spike from 2,600 in
thesameperiodayearearlier. MPIestimatesthat
asof2019,approximately0.55million (5% )ofthe
estimated11millionunauthorisedimmigrantsin
theUSwerefromIndia.

According to a Ministry of External Affairs
report,thereare32million Non-ResidentIndians
(NRIs) and Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs)
residing outside India and overseas Indians
comprisethe world'slargest overseasdiaspora.
Everyyear2.5million(25lakhs)Indiansmigrate
overseas, whichisthehighestannualnumberof
migrantsintheworld.

Global economy entering another uncertain phase in 2023

If anyonethingdefines2022itis Russia’s Ukraine war.
Coming close on the heels of the covid pandemic,
unleashed by China’s callus and lackadaisical
handling of the initial outbreak, world’s woes are
brimmingover.

Bad luck would not come alone, in the very closing
days of the year, the wildfire spread of new variants of
the covid virus in China is givingrise to fresh worries
anduncertainties. Noone could have anticipated such
large scale and devastating war in Europe. The sheer
brutalities on the ground have stunned the world. The
war in Ukraine launched by Russia have changed the
world, and, including the global economy. The world
hadsetintoanacceptedorder.Russiaand Ukrainehave
been for the greater part of the years since the second
war, the principalsourcesof food grainsandfertilisers.
Both Russia and Ukraine are two of the largest
producers of wheat which had flown seamlessly into
the deficit countries. Russia’s scorched earth policies
of wanton destruction of Ukraine had cut into its
abilities to produce wheat and other foods. Russian
blockade of Black Sea ports and even destruction of
some of the Ukrainian food ships have starved the
supply lines into the global wheat markets. Now they
have joined some arrangement to allow such
shipments but threats of actions often blockade these
food ship movements.

The West’s effort to penalise Russia for its Ukraine
invasion by curtailing its oil and gas revenues had in
turn boomeranged. Sanctions on Russian oils and
other economic measures had only elicited counter
moves by Russia.

It put brakes on supplies of both gas and oil to
Europe. No wonder, all major western European
countries, most acutely Germany, are seeing a bleak
and cold winter largely without power. The latest
European Union move to clamp down price caps on
Russian oil has further created to jack up uncertainty
on energy supplies. No buyer of Russian oil or gas can
use the essential western financial channels and
shippingservicesformovement Russianoilsabovethe
caps imposed by EU. All that the moves and
countermoves of Russia and the West have generated
isthatthereisacrimpingonenergy products supplies

REFLEX ACTION

Anjan Roy

the world over. American requests to allies in the
Middle East, like Saudi Arabia, to jack up production
to meet the shortfalls from Russia, have been turned
down. The oil supplies have thus fallen short of the
demand and the prices have mostly spurted on the
global markets. The combined impact has been that
the world hasnot seen amore destabilisingrise in food
andenergy pricesthanduring2022. Maybe, thedistant
memories of the first oil shock in the 1970s might
reverberate in some minds.

Inthedevelopingand emergingmarketeconomies,
the spike in general inflation has been due to large
scale supply shocks —shortages of food supplies and
energy. The poorer and emerging markets economies
have been hit the hardest by the food shortages and
risesinfoodarticlesprices. Inthedeveloped countries,
on the other hand, the macro-economic situation has
further been compounded by the accumulated impact
of the expansionary fiscal and monetary policies
followedforyears. Eversincetheglobalfinancial crisis,
the western countries had sought to follow an ultra-
expansionary monetary policy with low interest rates
which had expanded credit. These excesses could not
have been more reflected in prices. America had hit
inflation levels during the year which were highest in
forty years. Britain has seen a fall in the standards of
living of the general public as incomes were eroded by
rising energy and food prices. Germany has not seen
such wintry days since possibly the Middle Ages as it
depended totally on Russia for meeting its energy
needs and the latter squeezed the supply lines ever
more. Egypt has called out for immediate supplies of
food grains as supplies dried up from traditional
sources.

On exception was Turkey, which wallowed in the
confusion and general instability. Turkey has been
seeking to usurp the role of a mediator and thus
gained for its own. Asian countries had faced the

Winter delicacies: Palm jaggery delectables being sold by aroadside vendor at Dalhousie in Kolkata

------ Arijit Ganguly

Anuncertainfuturefor Argentine Progressives

Even worse, her recent legal troubles
come after she survived an
assassination attempt this September,
in which a member of a far-right
organization attempted to shoot her in
the face on live television after she’d

FOCUS

Craig Johnson

he will seek reelection, but that likely
won’t stop his fellow Peronists from
seeking the same position. Other likely
candidates include Eduardo de Pedro
(Wado), currently the minister of the
interior, and Massa, currently the

given a speech in the wealthy Buenos
Aires neighborhood of Recoleta. Clips
of the event show her would-be killer,
Fernando André Sabag Montiel,
pointing a gun at her head; CFK was
only saved by the fact that the assassin’s
gun happened to misfire. The legal case
against Sabag Montiel and his allies, a
network of white supremacists and
Nazi apologists, is ongoing.

CFK’s sentencing has also won her
some support from others on the Latin
American left who identify her
prosecution as part of a larger anti-
leftist trend. It’s been condemned as
“lawfare,” a term coined in the 2010s to
refer to conservative and right-wing
political forces zealously using legal
systems to attack the leaders of
populist and left-wing movements.

Scholars agree that lawfare has
become a popular way for conservative
and right-wing forces in the region to
get rid of political opponents without
staging coups or supporting popular
uprisings.

One prominent example of lawfare
was the removal of Dilma Rousseff,
Brazil’s first female president, from

power in 2016. Rousseff was ousted in
what has come to be called a
“parliamentary coup,” in which
members of her cabinet voted for her
removal and installed the right-wing
Michel Temer as a placeholder until the
elections two years later. As Rousseff
hadbeenremovedfrom office, she could
not run as an incumbent, paving the
way for Jair Bolsonaro’s victory in 2018
over Rousseff and former president
LuizInacio Lula da Silva’s surrogate
candidate, Fernando Haddad.

Rousseff was among the first
prominentpoliticiansinLatin America
to express solidarity with CFK over her
sentencing, drawing parallels between
their two cases. Other left and center-
left politicians in Latin America have
followed suit, calling CFK’s sentencing
an act of political violence against the
people of Argentina and Latin America
in general.

Brazilian president-elect Lula and
former Bolivian president Evo Morales,
both having been in similar positions,
also expressed their solidarity. As with
most high-profile cases involving
politicians, this corruption scandal

isn’tlikely to put CFK in jail anytime
soon. Her position as vice president
protects her from arrest, giving her
protection until December 10 of next
year, when her and President
Fernandez’s term ends. She also has
theright to appeal the decision of the
court, which will likely delay any final
result for several years, if not longer.
The immediate consequences of
this decision are political rather than
legal. While no surprise to the Peronist
coalition, her sentencing is a serious
blow to the always shaky alliance
among populist forces in Argentina.
CFK has said that, as a result of this
decision, she will not be seeking a
second term as vice president, nor will
she stand for any other public office.
By pushing one of the country’s
most popular, if controversial, figures
out of politics, this case has blown open
the possibilities for the Peronist
coalition and Argentine progressives
for the upcoming elections in 2023. This
hasraised speculation thatthere will be
further infighting among Peronists
over who will seek the presidency in
2023. President Fernandez has said that

country’sfinance minister and aformer
candidate for president with his own
centrist Peronist party.

CFK’s prosecution and sentencing
raise important, difficult questions for
progressives and the broader left in
Argentina, Latin America, and the
world. As the avatar for a populist
movement, CFK has been able to enrich
herself knowing that she would have
millions of people rally around her if
she were to be prosecuted, people who
correctly understand that they depend
on her and her political power for their
ownwell-being.

The fact that this particular case
represents judicial targeting is obvious,
but the trouble is that the kind of
financial irregularity the tribunal
argues that CFK engaged in has very
likely happened at some point in her
career.

CFK’s sentencing, and the damage it
willlikely do to progressive forcesin the
country, is more than a condemnation
of her as a president or political actor —
it’s a warning about what can happen
when a single person embodies a
political movement. (IPA/Concluded)

situation with someequanimity assupplylinesdidnot
get as much choked, though the general rise in prices
had hurt. India has been an island of relative stability
and growth among the major economies of the world.
Somuch so, those international agencies had betted
on India to bail out the global economy. The OECD, the
richnationsclub, published itsreports indicatingthat
if the global economy now avoids getting into a
prolonged recession it should thank India and som
extent China for it.

Though now, China’s prospects have been deeply
clouded by the recent recurrent outbreak of the covid
epidemic. China had followed its zero-covid policy,
which was associated personally with its top leader Xi
Jinping. Now the country had suddenly abandoned
that wonky policy and the diseases has resurfaced
with a vengeance not seen elsewhere. China is feared
to lose several million people to covid. A Shanghai
hospital has instructed its staff to be ready to face at
least 2.5 million deaths. Beijing crematoriums are
getting overfilled. However, the bleak background is
yetliftingmarginally. Inflation which wasraginguntil
now, is abating. American inflation has eased and the
Federal Reserve’s rate cycle is showing signs of
moderation. This is giving the cue to other central
bankers to take a more devising stance on inflation
fight. As we are now looking up to the New Year, the
situation is best encapsulated by the governor of the
reserve bank of India, Shaktikanta Das. In the end of
hislast credit policy statement Mr Das had observed:

“To conclude, let me add that in a tightening cycle,
especially in a world of high uncertainty, giving out
explicit forward guidance on the future path of
monetary policy would be counterproductive. This
may result in the market and its participants
overshooting the actual play out of real conditions. In
such circumstances, it would be prudent to keep
Arjuna’s eye on the evolving inflation dynamics and
be ready to act as may be necessary. Monetary policy
has to be nimble to address any emerging risk to the
price stability, while keeping in mind the objective of
growth.” Perhaps, his background in history had
given him the perspective and judgement that
economists often lack. (IPA)

DISCLAIMER

The views in the articles published here are absolutely
the views of the author and The Echo of India does not
stand liable for them.
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS

On behalf of team The Echo of India, I would like
to wish you all our readers and well-wishers a very
Happy New Year. May 2023, bring a lot of joy,
happiness and prosperity in the lives of all our
readers and the people of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. Let your aspirations have wings so they
may take you far in 2023.

Vijay Kumar Roy

Editor-in-Chief

NGO (WITH YOU) conducts
6 months course on tailoring
& fashion designing

PORT BLAIR,DEC31/--/ NGO (WITH YOU)had conducted
six months course ontailoringand fashion designing. Today
a function was organized at NGO office,Bambooflat for
distributing the certificates to 25 participants who had
completed the above course successfully. On this occasion
SmtiPadmawathi, Pramukh, PanchayatSamityFerrargunj
was the Chief guest . SmtiDhanaRekha ,ZPM,Shorepoint,
SmtiRasheeda , Pradhan

Hopetown and SmtiSadna

,social worker were also also

present to encourage the

women folk . The Chief guest

lauded theeffortsof WITHYOU
forimpartingtailoringclasses

to the women as it will make

them self -employed so that

they can support their family
also.SmtiSadnacongratulated

the ladies for learning the

course with dedication and

wished that the skill which

they got will be utilized in a better way.Ms V. K.Mariyambibi
,President WITH YOU wished them allsuccessfortheirbright
future.

DBRAITdistributes new
year giftstoinmates of
PranabKanyaSangh

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/In order to bring smiles to the
underprivilegedones, DBRAITinassociation with Surupanjali
(A Cultural Art Forum) organized aprogram for distribution
of customized tailor made dresses as a New Year gift to the
resident girls of PranabKanyaSangh, AIR Road Port Blair
on 30.12.2022. The dress materials were sponsored by
Surupanjali forum and were custom stitched by the trainees
of Fashion & Apparel Design under Skill Development
Program of DBRAIT main centre as per the desires of girl
inmates. On this occasion, the Secretary, Surupanjali, along
with other members of the forum distributed dresses to 38
girls of various age groups of the Ashram. While addressing
the gathering, the Secretary urged the girls to be socially
responsible and be devoted to their studies to achieve their
dreams and contribute to the society at large. The members
of Surupanjaliforumexpressedtheir gratitudetomanagement
of PranabKanyaSangh for providing an opportunity toshare
the joy of giving with the girls of the Ashram and assured
tocarrysuchactivitiesinfuturealsotocreateapositiveimpact
in the society.

Traffic diversion in road stretch
from Dairy Farm to Junglighat

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ In order to ease out traffic flow
in the road stretch from Dairy Farm to Junlighat, the Traffic
Police have announced traffic diversion in this road stretch.
Itisnoticed that commuters are facing hardship in moving
from Dairy Farm Junction to Junglighat due to heavy traffic
congestion especially by the HGVs & Buses. To ease out the
traffic congestion, A & N traffic Police has decided to
implement diversion of vehicles on pilot basis from 03/01/
2023 (Tuesday).

Accordingly, all HGVs & Buses intending to proceed
towards Junglighat from Dairy Farm shall take the route via
Vijay Baugh, J/Ghat. No HGVs & Buses will be allowed to
proceed towards Junglighat via Hayat Singh Jn. No HGVs
& Buses (except engaged in Airport Construction work) will
be allowed to proceed via Hayat Singh Jn.

Also, no vehicles except two wheelers will be allowed
to proceed towards Vijay Baugh, Dairy Farm via Junglighat
0Old CCS Jn.

A&NTrafficPoliceisstrivingtoprovide safer &smoother
vehicular arrangements for the road users. Hence, all the
general public has been advised to cooperate with the Traffic
Police to successfully implement the above directions.

Additionalferryservices
by Shippingdept

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ This is for the information of
the passenger/general public that keeping in view heavy
rush of passenger traffic in the foreshore sector especially
for SwarajDweep&ShaheedDweep the Directorate of
Shipping Services will be providing additional ferries on
31st December, 2022 & 1st January, 2023 in the above route
and tickets for the same will be issued at STARS Ticketing
Counters. The schedules are as under.

PORT BLAIR TO SHAHEED DWEEP & BACK

*MV Chouldari will sail for ShaheedDweep on 31.12.2022
(Sat)at 1300 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for Port
Blair on the same day at 1500 Hrs from ShaheedDweep.

*MYV StraitIsland will sailfor ShaheedDweepon 01.01.2023
(Sun) at 1300 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for
Port Blair on the same day at 1500 Hrs from ShaheedDweep.

PORT BLAIR TO SWARAJ DWEEP & BACK

*MV Kamorta will sail for SwarajDweep on 01.01.2023
(Sun) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for
Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from SwarajDweep.

Passengerscanalsogetupdate/statusfromtheInformation
Counter at Phoenix Bay by using the Number 03192 - 245555/
232714 & TOLL FREE NUMBER 18003452714.

GREETINGS
HAPPY NEW YEAR - 2023

Ontheoccasionof "New Year2023",Iextendmy best wishes
and warmest greetings to allthe residents of A&N Islands.
New Year isan occasion tomake a fresh beginning and
renew our resolve for individual as well as collective
growth. I am confident that in the upcoming year, our
beautiful Islands will continue to progress on the path of
peace and development, with the mutual cooperation and
harmony. I hope that Islanders will continue to provide
their invaluable support with determination and
commitment for building #NewAndamans.

I appeal to all the Islanders to celebrate the occasion
while adhering to COVID appropriate behavior.

On this occasion, I wish that the New Year brings
happiness, peace and prosperity in the lives of Islanders
and our Islands continue to march ahead on the path of
progress.

'Happy New year to all of you'.

(Admiral D K Joshi)

PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.)

Lt Governor, A&N Islands &

Vice Chairman, Islands Development Agency

Hefty finesonvehiclefitness,delayed permit
renewalworriescommercialvehiclesowners

KARTIK

MAYABUNDER, DEC 31/-
-/ Owners of commercial
vehicles (With yellow
number plates) are gettinga
run for their money. They
are being forced to pay
hefty penalties for their
failure to renew permit and
fitness certificates within
the stipulated time. And
this has not gone well with
them as they claim that most
of the commercial vehicles
were non-operational at the
time of Covid-19 induced
lockdown. Now, when these
vehicle owners approach
the RTO, they are asked to
pay fines, which are even
more than the cost of the
vehicle itself. "Business
during the Covid-19 time
and subsequent period
were almost nil and most of
the commercial vehicle

owners had suffered heavy
loss during this period.
Even after the ease of
lockdown, business has not

yet picked up to the pre-
Covid-19 level. During this
hard time, levying hefty

penalties by the Regional
Transport Office (RTO) for
renewal of permit and
fitness of commercial

vehicles is taking a toll on

Ranjit, a Jeep owner.

Due to varied reasons,
some commercial vehicle
owners were unable to get
their vehicle permit
renewed on schedule, but
now they are asked to pay
hefty fines. It didn't make
sense to impose heavy
penalties on them as they
are coming out from Covid-
19 aftermath. While
appreciating the
Government for extending
relaxation by non-levying
fines during the peak of
Covid-19, i.e. from February
2020 to October 2020, these
commercial owners have
now urged the RTO to
extend more relaxation by
scrapping the daily penalty
it has been levying for
delay in renewing expired
fitness certificates and

Vehicle Act, updated fitness
certificates and permit
renewal on schedule is
mandatory for operation of
commercial vehicles on
roads. Earlier, in the islands
commercial vehicles off the
roads and under repair in
garbage were considered
for relaxation while levying
fines. They just have to
show evidence that their
vehicle was off the road and
under repair in the garages.
But in recent years, due to
the hard policy of the
former Director of
Transport, relaxation is not
given to them and hefty
fines are imposed on failure
to get permits renewed on
schedule.

Speaking to EOI, Palni,
a cargo auto driver said "I
have a commercial vehicle

GREETINGS
On the joyous occasion of New Year, I convey my warmest
greetings and good wishes to all my respected Islanders.

Let usresolve to make it a year in which the people of the
Islands in all their rich diversity unite to work towards the
collective goal of inclusive development and growth.

I sincerely hope that the new year would herald
extraordinary progress, abundance of peace, amity and enhance
all-round development in our Islands.

I pray that peace and harmony of our 'Mini World' remain
undisturbed and this New Year brings tranquillity, prosperity,
excellent health and happiness in the lives of all residents of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

On this happy occasion let us collectively resolve to dedicate
ourselves towards building a peaceful, prosperous and
harmonious society.

KuldeepRai Sharma,

Member of Parliament,

A & NIslands.

New Year greetings

I KavithaUdhaya Kumar, Chairperson, Port Blair Municipal
Council on behalf of all staff and elected representatives of the
Council express my warmest greetings to the Islanders for the
New Year 2023.Each year is a gift that hold hope for new
adventures. May our new year be filled with self-exploration,
discovery and growth. Happy New Year 2023 wishing all
Islanders a new year filled with prosperity, joy and content.

Condolence Message

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ Mr. AjoyBairagi, State BJP President,
along with all Office bearers of BJP,Andaman and Nicobar Islands
has condoled the demise of Mr. Mahesh Kumar Gogia, who left for

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/As
part Christmas celebration, Voice
of Christ to the World celebrated
Christmas on its campus at
Garacharma with 200 widows. Mr.
KuldeepRai Sharma, Member of
Parliament was the chief guest

who lauded the organization for
conducting such celebration for
widows. Dr. Helen Sheeba Rani,
ManagingTrustee of VOC, gave a
Christmas message stating that
God loves is to care for the
widows in their afflictions. All
the widows received a Christmas
gift and enjoyed a very special
Christmas dinner arranged by
VOC. Finally the program ended
with a vote of thanks from Rev.

years, I have been camping
in Chennai for the treatment
of my ailing mother. I have
parked my vehicle in one of
my relatives' houses and it
has been off the road for the
past two years. But when I
visited the RTO office for
renewal of permit, I was told
to pay over Rs 2 lakh as
fines. Just imagine, from
where I can manage such a
huge amount. It is already
difficult for the family to
arrange money for the
treatment of my ailing
mother, at this time
depositing such a huge
amount as fines for renewal
of permit is beyond my
capacity. Finally, we
decided to sell the auto so
that I can at least ensure
treatment of my mother. I
have to look for some job
thereafter", rued a
depressed Palni.

Isles' boyshinesinchesstournament

the owners of the renewalofpermit. used for transportation of
commercial vehicles", said According tothe Motors goods. For the past two
Voice of Christ
celebratesChristmas porTBLAIR, DEC31/-/1tisa
. . proud moment for the Islanders as
Wlth WldOWS ShrihaanKarmakar, a young

budding chess player who is
student of class III , KV-2 Port
Blair has brought laurels to the
islands by securing 7thPosiition in
under 09 Category in the 1st War of
Knights Open International FIDE
Rating Chess Tournament
2022that held in Kolkata, West
Bengal from 26th December 2022
to 31st December 2022. He has
been awarded with a Trophy and
Certificate.

Around 240 players across
India & abroad took part in the
prestigious event that was held for
6 days over 9 rounds under Swiss
System in Classical time control.

his heavenly abode today on 31/12/2022 at Apollo Hospital,

Raj Daniel.

Chennai. His mortal remains will be brought to Port Blair tomorrow

morning. Late Mahesh kumar Sharma was

Father of

Road closed

ShriGauravGogia,State General Secretary,BJYM, A&N Islands.The
leaders pray to the almighty god to grant eternal peace to the
departed soul and courage to the bereaved family to bear this

irreparable loss.

Vishal greetsislanderson New Year

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ Mr. Vishal Jolly,
National Executive Member BJP & Former State
President BJP-A&N Islands wishes to the people of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands on the occasion of New
Year 2023. May the New Year bring new hope,
greater peace, harmony and prosperity in the lives
of the people of Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
wished Mr. Jolly.

GREETINGS ON NEW YEAR

ANTCC President, Mr. RangalalHalder, along with the entire
Congress family extends their heartfelt wishes and greetings on
the Auspicious Occasion of New year 2023.

In this grateful Year, I bless the Islanders
to take responsibilities towards their work
andfamilysincerely andI hopethisyearturns
out to be the best year of your life and your
family too.

OnthisNew Year, AllIslandersshould take
apledge to support, to encourage and to help
the needy people for making changes to do
grateful things for the Nation.

Wish all Islanders a"HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023".

GREETINGS

On the occasion of New Year, CPI (M), Andaman & Nicobar
State Organising Committee extends warmest wishes to
the people of Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

As the year 2022 passed, many revolutionary tasks were
left to be completed in the coming year.

CPI (M) hope that 2023 will be a fruitful and memorable
year in the struggle against anti-working class policies of
the government.

(D. Ayyappan)

Secretary

CPI (M) A& N State Organizing Committee

GREETINGS
HAVE A WONDERFUL 2023

My warm greetings and best wishes to all Islanders and
Visiting tourists as we welcome the New Year - 2023.
May this year be filled with joy and prosperity.

May everyone be healthy and may everyone's aspirations
be fulfilled.

M.Vinod

President

Andaman Association of Tour Operators

GREETINGS

May the dawn of New Year, imbued with fresh energy,
bring new happiness, goals, inspirations and greater
achievements in our lives. On this occasion, let us resolve
to rededicate ourselves to the unity, integrity and
inclusive development of the of our islands.

I wish for the progress and prosperity of our glorious
islands and the people in the year 2023 .

AjoyBairagi

State President

BJP,A&N Islands

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/The
road portion from RBV Vidyalaya
Jn. to Hawaghar Jn. will be closed
for all the vehicular movements
for 10 days w.e.f. 2.01.2023. Hence,
all the vehicles will be diverted
through Hawaghar Jn.

Firing practice
PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ Firing
practice by CG Dornier will be
carried outondJan. 3, 6,9, 17, 20, 23
& 31,2023 from 1 pm to 3 pm. Safe
flying height is above 6000 feet
AMSL. All concerned have been
warned to keep themselves and
their vessels/fishing boat away
from the firing range during the
above mentioned date.

CondolenceMessage

PORT BLAIR, DEC 31/--/ Mr.
Vishal Jolly, National
Executive Member of BJP has
mourned the sad demise of Mr.
Mahesh Kumar Gogia, Father
of Mr. GauravGogia, State
General Secretary, Bharatiya
JanataYuvaMorcha, R/0
Shadipur who expired on
Saturday at Apollo Hospital,
Chennai. In his message, Mr.
Jolly prayed to the Almighty to
give peace to his eternal soul
departed for heavenly abode
and give strength to his
bereaved family member to
bear this irreparable loss.
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Massive undercurrent against BJP, if Oppn stands effectively
with vision it'll be difficult for the party to win in 2024: Rahul

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
said there is a "massive
undercurrent" against the
BJP on the ground and if the
Opposition stands
effectively with an
alternative vision it will be
very difficult for ruling
dispensation to win the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
Addressing a press
conference at the Congress
headquarters here, he said
there is a need for the
Opposition parties to have
"mutual respect" for each
other. He said the
Opposition has to present a
national ideology as an
alternative to people of the
country which the regional
outfits do not have and only
the Congress has. Rahul
noted that the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is a framework and a
way of thinking of the
Congress party on bringing
people together and making
them comfortable. This is
theninth press conference of
the former Congress
president during the Bharat
Jod Yatra, which started on
September 7. Rahul also
claimed that the Opposition
parties are with the Bharat
Jodo Yatra but in today's
atmosphere, they have
political and other
compulsions that are
keeping them away from
joining it. The Congress
leader, however, said the
doors of the Yatra are open
for anyone who wants a
united India free of violence
and hatred. "I think if the
Opposition stands
effectively with a vision,
what I am hearing and
seeing from the ground, it
will be very difficult for the
BJP to win. But, the

Incorrect India
Map in video:
IT minister pulls
up WhatsApp

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
IT minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on
Saturday asked
WhatsApp to fix an
incorrect map of India
shown in a video tweeted
by the messaging platform.
Chandrasekhar also made
it clear that "all platforms
that do business in India
and/or want to continue
to do business in India,

must use correct maps".
"Dear @WhatsApp -
Request that you pls fix
the India map error
asap"," Chandrasekhar
tweetedimmediately after
the Meta-owned
messaging platform put
out a New Year-related
tweet showing a wrong
map of India. The video
post by WhatsApp about a
New Year eve livestream
depicted the globe that
showed an incorrect map
of India with regard to
Jammu and Kashmir.
(PTI)

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi
addresses apress
conference at
AICC HQ, in New
Delhi on Saturday.

opposition has to coordinate
properly and the opposition
has to go to the people of
India with an alternative
vision. Not just go to the
people. But, there is a huge
undercurrent against the
BJP, a massive
undercurrent,” the Congress
leader told reporters. Rahul
asserted that one thing is
important that this is no
longer a tactical political
fight, where some group
joins and defeats the BJP as
that thing is of the past.
"This is so as the entire
institutional framework of
the country is in the hands
of one ideology and it
dominates the country's
political space completely.
To defeat them now, there is
need for an ideology," he
said. Noting that he respects
the Opposition a lot and
likes Opposition leaders, the
Congress leader said if one
looks at the Samajwadi

party it does not have a
national ideology. "They do
have a positioning in Uttar
Pradesh and they may not
come in order to defend that,
but they do not have a
national ideology.

Samajwadi Party's idea will
notwork inKerala, Karnatak
or Bihar. So there is need for
a central ideological
framework, which only the
Congress can provide and
thatisourrole. (PTI)
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Haryana Roadways honours
driver, conductor who
rescued cricketer Rishabh

Officials of the Haryana Roadways felicitate Sushil
Kumar and Paramjit for saving cricketer Rishabh

Pant’slife

CHANDIGARH, DEC 31/
--/ Haryana Roadways on
Friday honoured its driver
Sushil Kumar and
conductor Paramjeet who
helped cricketer Rishabh
Pant get out of his luxury
car after it crashed into a
road divider and caught
fire on the Delhi-Dehradun
highway. The state
government is also likely to
honour the two, accordingto
sources.

"We gave them an
appreciation letter and a
shield in our office when
they returned to Panipat,"
Haryana Roadways Panipat
depot general manager
Kuldeep Jangra told PTI
over phone. He said Kumar
saw the car slamming into
the road divider after
which he along with his
conductor stopped and ran
over to help. Jangra also said
both the driver and
conductor presented an
example of humanity. The
bus, which was headed to
Panipat, started from
Haridwar at 4:25 am and
reached the accident spot
about an hour later, he said.
The driver and the
conductor told us that
minutes after they pulled
Pant out of the car, it turned
into a ball of fire, he added.
Sources said the state
government was also likely
to honour Sushil and
Paramjeet in the coming
days. Haryana Transport
Minister Mool Chand
Sharma said both Kumar
and Paramjeet presented
an example of humanity
and provided immediate
help to Pant. Pant, India's
star cricketer, had a
miraculous escape when his
luxury car crashed into the
road divider and caught
fire after he dozed off at the
wheel on the Delhi-
Dehradun highway in the
early hours of Friday. The
25-year-old, who was on his
way to his hometown
Roorkee to surprise his
mother, suffered injuries on
his head, back and feet but

is stable following the
accident in Manglaur in
Uttarakhand's Haridwar
district, police said. The car
was completely charred
and reduced to a mangled
heap. Principal Secretary
(Transport), Haryana,
Navdeep Virk also lauded
Kumar and Paramjeet.

"Exemplary conduct
and presence of mind by
Haryana Roadways Driver
Sushil and Conductor
Paramjeet from Panipat
Depot, who were the first at
@RishabhPantl17 accident
site and helped him," Virk
said in a tweet. (PTI)

Anil Kapoor, Anupam
Kher meet Pant

DEHRADUN, Dec 31 /--/
Bollywood actors Anil
Kapoor and Anupam Kher
on Saturday met cricketer
Rishabh Pant who is
recuperating at Max
Hospital here after suffering
injuries in a car crash.
India's star cricketer had a
miraculous escape when his
luxury car crashed into a
road divider and caught fire
after he dozed off at the
wheel on the Delhi-
Dehradun highway in the
early hours of Friday.

"He (Pant) is doing fine.
We met him as fans. Let us
pray that he recovers soon
and we see him playing
again," Kapoor told
reporters after coming out
of the hospital. Kher, who
accompanied Kapoor, said
they made the cricketer
laugh a lot.

"Everything is fine. We
met Pant, his mother and
relatives, they are all fine.
Wemade himlaugh alot," he
said. The 25-year-old, who
was on his way to his
hometown Roorkee to
surprise his mother,
suffered injuries on his
head, back and feet in the
accident, according to
police. Hospital authorities
have said that his condition
is stable. (PTI)

‘Pele is eternal’: Santos mourns demise of beloved
son, prepares for massive funeral procession

SANTOS, DEC 31 /--/ From
the second floor of her
house, Onofra Alves Costa
Rovai can see the Vila
Belmiro, the stadium where
Brazilian football legend
Pele first took the world’s
breath away.

Rovai has fond
memories of chatting with
“0O Rei” (The King), who
died Thursday in a Sao
Paulo hospital at age 82,
triggering an outpouring of
emotion in Brazil — and
especially in Santos, the city
where he played most of his
storied career.

“He would come out
that door after matches and
we would talk football. He
was like that — just an
ordinary person, he would
talk to anyone about
anything. He was
marvelous,” said Rovai, 91,
motioning to the stadium’s
main gate, a stone’s throw
from her modest blue house.

“My mother used to love
Pele,” the white-haired
retiree recalled with a
smile. “What a player. My
God in heaven, he was born
forit.”

Santos, a southeastern
port city around 75
kilometers (45 miles) from
Sao Paulo, is preparing a
massive tribute to its late
hero, widely considered the
greatest footballer of all
time. A 24-hour wake for
Pele, whose real name was
Edson Arantes do
Nascimento, will be held at
the 16,000-capacity stadium

Fans gathered at astatue of Pelé in Santos, Brazil

from Monday to Tuesday.

That will be followed by
what is expected to be a
massive funeral procession
through the city’s streets. He
will then be buried in
Santos’s Memorial
Cemetery in a private
ceremony Tuesday.

Pele debuted for Santos
at the age of just 15, and
went on to score 1,091 goals
in 1,116 matches for the
club, winning 45 titles
along the way, according to

New T20 captain Hardik meets HM

AmitShah

ead of Sri Lankaseries

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
Three days before he starts
anew journey as India's full-
time T20 captain, Hardik
Pandya met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at his
official residence here on
Saturday. The 27-year-old
flamboyant Baroda all-
rounder, who was made
captain for the upcoming
three-match T20I Sri Lanka
home series beginning
January 3, wasaccompanied
by his cricketer brother
Krunal.

"Thank you for inviting
us to spend invaluable time
with you Honourable Home

Minister Shri @AmitShah Ji.
It was an honour and
privilege to meet you,"
Hardik postedontwitter with
photosofhimandhisbrother
talking to Shah. The Pandya-
led side features fresh faces
with seniors in Virat Kohli
and KL Rahul not part of the
T20I format and it is likely
thatRohitSharmamaynotbe
picked again keeping the
2024 World Cup in mind.
Pandya is also named as
Rohit's deputy in the three-
match ODI series that will
follow the T20Is. Rohit is
currently recovering from a
finger injury. (PTI)

Indian Sportsin 2022: Hockey good,
badminton better, Neerajbest

NEW DELHI, DEC 31 /--/
The Thomas Cup triumph
made for an epic success
story while Neeraj Chopra
further enhanced his
superstar status with arare
Diamond Leaguetitlebutthe
cricketteam'sstrugglesonthe
22-yard strip left alot to be
desired in a bittersweet 2022
for Indian sports.

In hockey, the women's
team continued its inspiring
runwithasilvermedal atthe
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games. The much-coveted
90m mark eluded the
Olympic champion but the
legend of Neeraj Chopra
kept growing with podium
finishesatelitetournaments.
However, wrestler Ravi
Dahiya could not carry
forward his Olympic success
andmadeashockfirst-round
exit from the World
Championship. The sincere,
passionateandhard-working
athlete that Dahiya is, the
defeat would have rankled
the grappler the most. He is
not not someone who can
digest defeat easily and is
expected go all out in season
2023, when quotas for the
Paris Games will be up for
grabs.

The crashing out of
Dahiya was unexpected, and
sowastheperformanceofthe
men's shuttlers at the
Thomas Cup, where the
historictitlewinputIndiaon
path to becoming a
badminton powerhouse. The
rise of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty has been phenomenal
inthelasttwoyearsandtheir
showing was key in India
breaking the hegemony of
China and Indonesia at the
prestigioustournament, held
in Bangkok in May.
Established stars such asPV

Sindhu and Lakshya Sen did
not exactly set the courts on
fire but they made their
presence felt by winning a
number of titles on the BWF
Tour. The shuttlers extended
their impressive run to
Birmingham CWG, winning
six medals, including three
golds, a silver and two
bronze. Neeraj missed the
CWG due to a groin injury
but before that he won a
silver in the World
Championshipsinthe USAto
become only the second
Indian after Anju Bobby
Geaorge -- who won a bronze
in 2003 Paris edition -- to win
amedal at the showpiece. In
September, he became the
Diamond League champion
by winning the Finals of the
prestigious meeting series,
adding another first to his
name. He came agonisingly
close to 90m mark when he
threw the spear to 89.94m to

finish second in the
Stockholm leg of the
Diamond League.

At least six top Indian
athleteswerecaughtforusing
banned drugs and the run-up
tothe Commonwealth Games
was marred by a series of
positive dope cases. Indian

wrestlers expectedly
dominated the CWG but the
tougher World

Championships served a
reality check for established
stars such as Dahiya. While
Dahiya struggled, Aman
Sehrawat made steady
progress in 57kg category. He
became the U-23 world
champion after winning a
gold at the Bolat
Turlykhanov Cup in Almaty.
VineshPhogatalsostruggled
but the rise of Greco Roman
wrestlers and an exceptional
show by thejuniorsatthebig
stagemadeitaneventful year

forIndianwrestling. Therise
of Antim Panghal, who
became the U-20 world
champion in Sofia, is very
heartening and she could be
India's best bet in 53kg when
Vinesh is not around. The
Indian hockey teams
continued their upward
trend, with the women
slightly outperforming their
male counterparts by
clinchinga CWG medal -- a
bronze -- after 16 years. The
men'steamwonsilverbutthe
crushing 0-7 defeat to
Australia in the final was a

dampener.
Later in the year India
clashed with the

Kookaburras on their home
turfand though they lost the
series 1-4, engaging the host
inahigh-scoringseries would
have given the players
confidence ahead of the
World Cup. Weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu added a
second World
Championshipsmedaltoher
collection, apartfromaCWG
gold. The sport also found
new heroes in Jeremy
Lalrinnunga and Achinta
Sheuli, who were among 10
medal winners in
Birmingham. However,
replicating the CWG success
in tougher tournaments
proved to be a herculean
task for almost all of them,
barring Mirabai. India,
though, gotitsmaidenjunior
world champion in the sport
inHarshada Garud. Whatthe
Indian fans will not forget
andcanwatchonloopwithout
getting tired is Virat Kohli's
breathtaking shots in the
high-octane T20 World Cup
match against Pakistan. The
cricketing world was in his
awe as he proved that batting
remainsanartevenintheT20
format, where muscle power

and innovation isredefining
thegamestyle. Thiswasafter
Kohliquittheleadershiprole
in the longest format and his
relationship with the BCCI
had hit a nadir after being
sacked from ODI captaincy.
Tosaytheleast,Indiancricket
in2022waschaoticbothonand
off the field. (PTI)

the team’s records. The Vila
Belmiro has become a place
of pilgrimage for a stream of
die-hard fans since
Thursday, all eager to pay
homage to the only player
in history to win three World
Cups. As Brazil held the
second of three days of

national mourning for Pele
Friday — extended to seven
days in Santos and
surrounding Sao Paulo state
—alight rain drizzled from
a gray sky in the port city,
fitting the local mood.
Several houses sported
Santos FC banners

celebrating Pele’s 18-year
career with the club.

Three bouquets of
flowers had been placed at
the foot of a Pele statue
outside the stadium. One
lifelong Santos fan, Anaur
Aparecido Deolindo, went
to the stadium as soon as he

heard the news.

“It’s as if I lost a family
member. He was just a boy
when he arrived here. He
grew up here and went on to
conquer the world,” the 57-
year-old retiree told AFP.

“Now he’s back where
he belongs, right in God’s
lap,” he added.

“Edson died, but Pele is
eternal.”

Jonas Augusto dos
Santos, another lifelong
Santos fan, like his father
and grandfather, went to the
stadium with a group of
friends in tribute.

“Life hasn’t been easy
for Brazilians, that’s why
we’re always in search of a
hero. Pele may be dead, but
he won’t stop being one, said
the 28-year-old software
analyst. He added: “I'm sure
hissoulisright around this
stadium, and in the hearts
of all Brazilians.”

Wearing the club’s
jersey, elementary school
teacher Luiz Santos said the
gloomy weather had kept
many mourners away — but
that he was sure the turnout
for the wake and funeral
procession would Dbe
massive.

“This is going to be
packed Monday,” he said.

“A lot of people are
going to come.” (AFP)
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