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Thought for today
Even with a small

bank account, the one
who is contented finds

himself with great
wealth.
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Drainage network sans concrete slab
at Mohanpura scares road users

Port Blair, Dec 30: Walk at y our ow n risk
at Mohanpura in the heart of the city. A huge
storm w ater drain from the Fruit Market PBMC
to bay  to the offic e of the Andaman
Lakshadw eep Harbour Works upto drain sans
concrete slab has become a nightm are for
pedestrians.

As per reports, the uncov ered drain hav e
turned into a danger spot due to miss ing lids

posing grav e danger to pedestrians in the area.
In som e parts of the drainage netw ork , iron
castings hav e been laid for concrete w ork.
How ev er, delay  in the lay ing of concrete slabs
is giv ing jitters to pedestrians. The work of drain
cov er slab done by  APWD.

“The 1 to 1.5 mtr w ide uncov ered drainage
has in particular become a serious concern for
the pedestrians, w ho fear v enturing on the road

particularly  after dusk as the path becomes
difficult to distinguish. The open drain poses
a risk  for any body  w ho trav el on the path
bordering it. Iron castings laid for concrete
w ork becomes difficult to distinguis h and
many  hav e suffered injuries in the past few
day s. T he authorities concerned should
immediately  take steps to cov er the drainage
network w ith concrete slabs to prev ent any
untow ard incident,”  said some residents of
Mohanpura.

Port Blair, Dec  30: While the
Andaman and Nicobar  Police
str iv es to promote safe driv ing
practices and curb mishaps on the
roads going tough on errant
motorists particularly those driv ing
under the influence of liquor, one
v iolation that requires in tense
check by  the law enforcing agency
is use of mobile phones w hile
driv ing.   Though  the  amended

Denizens demand intense
check on mobile phone use
by motorists while driving

Motor Vehicle Rules permit use of
mobile phones  solely  for route
nav igation, w ithout disturbing the
‘concentration of the dr iv er w hile
driv ing’,  majority  of the v ehicle
driv ers in these islands are y et to
shun the practice of talking w hile
behind the w heels.

In the recent y ears, the traffic
police had chal laned s ev eral
motorists for using mobile phones

w hi le dr iv ing. Majority  of those
penalized w ere tw o w heeler riders
found concealing the phones w ithin
their  he lm ets,  w hile the res t
constituted four w heeler, three and
heav y  v ehicle driv ers.  How ev er
despite the traffic police going tough
on such v iolations, the dangerous
prac tic e s eems  to c ontinue
unabated in the city. “Using mobile

Port Blair, 29th Dec, 2021: The
Forum for aw areness of National
Security  (FANS) has adv ocated
renam ing of places and is lands
named with british names in the UT
of Andaman and N icobar Islands.

FANS& RSS advocate renaming
of more places with British names

Shri.Indresh Kumar, Chief Patron,
FANS and seniorRSS Pracharak
on Wednes day  said thatmany
plac es in the A&N Islands still
holdthe names of British rulers w ho
torturedand bruta lly  k il led our

freedom heroes. Names of some of
the is lands hav ealready  been
renamed and names of moreplaces
in the islands w ill be changedsoon.

In a media brie fing, Shr i.
Indresh Kumar said that in the day s

ahead, the gov ernmentwill change
the Br itish names of some of the
places  in  the islands .  He
furtherinformed that the gov ernment
of Ind iahas dec ided to
commemorate the 75thanniv ersary
of Ind ia ’s  Independenc e
by organizing befitting programmes
atNational and International lev el.
Interacting with localmediaperson’s
here,  he s a id that N eta j i
SubhasChandra Bose hoisted the
National Flag forthe first time at the
Gy mkhana ground atPort Blair on
30thDecember 1943. Likeprev ious
y ears ,  th is  tim e a ls o

MP demands dev. of Model
Fishermen Village at Durgapur

Port B la i r,  Dec  30:  The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Mr. Kuldeep
R ai Sharm a has  dem anded
dev elopment of Model Fishermen
Village at Durgapur in Diglipur Tehsil
under Central Sponsored scheme
and allotment of land to the eligible
beneficiaries. In a letter addressed
to the C hief Sec retary , A&N
Adminis tration the Member of

Parliament mentioned that some
ex tent of land w as allotted by  the
Administration at Durgapur during
the y ear 2012 and thereafter in the
y ear 2014 the committee constitute
for the purpose has identified total
30 numbers eligible beneficiaries and
recomm ended their  nam es for
onward action for their settlement in
the land under  the s cheme.
How ev er, as per fisherm en no

further action w as taken in this
regard.

The Member of Parliament in
his le tter reques ted the C hief
Secretary  to  d irec t the nodal
department of the Administration to
redress the griev ances of the N&M
District Fisheries Coop. Federation
and to ensure implementation of the
scheme as per guidelines/rules at
the earliest.

Port Bla ir, 30th Dec, 2021:
The Lt. Governor, A&N Islands and
Vic e-C hai rman,  I s lands
Development  Agency, Admiral D
K Joshi, PVSM , AVSM , YSM,
NM, VSM (Retd.) in presenc e of
Mr.  Jitendra Narain, IAS, Chief

Secret ary, A&N Administ ration
launc hed t he
J anbhagidar iProgram me on
Ev aluat ion of  s c hem es at
Community Hall, Gram Panchayat
Chouldari. A Vegetable seed Mini-
kit s were also dist ributed at the
venue.

The Sec retar ies; Head of
Departments;  Stat e, Block and
Panc hay at s  st af f  o f  R ura l
Developm ent and Agricu lt ure
Departments were present during
the event. The Self Help Group
m em bers  of  Ferrargunj  and

DC- South Andaman reviews activities and progress at ground level
Port Blair, 30th Dec, 2021: On

Tuesday, Shr. Suneel Anchipaka,
Deputy  C om m is sioner
(SA)rev iew ed on going
dev elopmenta l activ i tiesin the
SouthAndam an.  T he
DC,alongw ithShri . HariKall ikkat,
ADM (SA) v isited v arious locations

Committed to ensure speedy
execution of Developmental works

See... Page 02

Kudo Chief Andaman
participate Maharashtra

Port Blair, Dec 30: Anand Amrit Raj Black Blet V
Dan Kudo Chief Andaman attending the adv anced Master
Kudo Mix  Material Arts training at Khandala. Maharashtra
from 24th to 28th Dec 2021. Altogether, 24 States and
500 Kudo legends participated in the ev ent.

:: Gurudas Biswas ::
Billiground, Dec 30: The Netaji Yuba Samity

Billiground observ ed the h istoric day  of hosting of
tricolor of the country. The flag w as hosted by  Dr. Ajit
Lal CMO, PCH Billiground in the premises of Netaji
Yuba Samity  in the presence of large num ber of
v illagers and Club members . A program w as

Port Blair, Dec  30: Port Blair
Guru Ki Rasoi (PBGKR) celebrates
New  Year  w ith Specially  Abled
Kids  and Old Age Hom e at

PBGKR celebrates New Year
eve with specially-abled, old

aged at Ferrargunj

Ferrargunj To begin the New  Year
the Team Port Blair Guru Ki Rasoi
celebrated the New  Year w ith

Pankh celebrates New Year’s
eve at Balika Niketan

Port Blair, Dec 30: The NGO, Pankh
celebrated New  Year’s eve w ith children of
Balika Niketan on Wednesday. The ev ent
started w ith a cake cutting ceremony  and
refreshments w ere distributed to the inmates.
The NGO also prov ided stationary  and books
to the Book Bank of Balika Biketan w hich

w as inaugurated a month ago by  Mr Suneel
Anchipaka, District Commissioner of South
Andaman and Mr Hari Kallikat, ADM, South
Andaman in the presence of Smt Komal
Anand, President Pank h,  NGO and
Secretary, Geeta Naveen Bhat and members
Shukla Chowdary  and Suchitra Mehashwari.

COVID-19
Vaccination
drive going

smoothly in isles
Port Bla i r,  Dec  30:  The

v ac cination driv e is  continu ing
smoothly  in A&N Is lands . As per
data av ailable, a total of 5,91,979
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far in  A&N Islands. A total  of
470 people w ere v accinated in
South Andam an Dis tr ic t on
Wednesday. 412 beneficiaries were
v accinated in South Andam an
Dis tr ic t,  out o f w hic h 59
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44 y ears . Simi larly,  36
beneficiaries  w ere v accinated in
Nor th & Middle Andaman Distr ict
out of w hich 8 beneficiaries w ere
in the age group of 18-44. 22
beneficiaries  w ere v accinated in
Nicobar District.

Port B lair, Dec 30: The Port Blair Municipal
Council during the Swachhata Samaroh on 19.12.2021
has announced for the Green Star Rating Hotel
Competition conducted in association w ith ANPCC &
GIZ-India, Port Blair.

This is the unique w ay  of the contest in w hich the
w hole c ompetition is div ided in to 06 major sectors

PBMC launches Green Star
Rating Hotel Competition

See... Page 02

Remembering Netaji

Tricolor hosted at Netaji Yuba Samity premises in Billyground

“JanbhagidariProgramme” on
Evaluation of Schemes launched
Programme aimed to ascertain reach of

actual benefit to the lat mile: LG
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EDITORIAL
Airline and airport

On Tuesday, the Ministry of Civ il Av iation
wrote to the country’s air line and airport operators
asking them to consider playing “Indian music”.
The letter was sent out less than a week after Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Pres ident
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe met Union Civ il Aviation
Minis ter Jyotiraditya Scindia and ask ed him to
make Indian mus ic mandatory for the country’s
air lines  and airpor ts  as  it would help in
“s trengthening emotional connect of our people
to our civilisational traditions  in music and arts”.
The letter  from the Minis try seeks  to inv ok e
nationalis tic pride: “… jazz  in Amer ican airlines
or Mozart in Austrian air lines  or Arab music in an
airline from the Middle East. But Indian air lines
seldom play Indian music on the flights…”

But how does  one define Indian music, when
music is  a border less  concept, more so in a
shr ink ing world? Does  Dylan’s  Blowin’ in the
Wind, played by an Amer ican on a bamboo flute
nativ e to India, qualify? Should the decis ion
depend on whether  the piece is  raga-based or
der ived from a folk  tune? Does  Ed Sheeran’s Shape
of You make the cut? It’s based in Raag Bhimpalasi.
And what about the mus ic of the Symphony
Orchestra of India, which rev els in the glory of
Mozart, Beethoven, and Bach? Should we shun
them, as they play “ foreign” mus ic?

Even if Indian mus ic is  needed to connect
people to Indian traditions , are flights  and
airports the place to do it? Most air lines choose
soothing music for their flights as well as lounges
at the airport. Piano and s tr ings  are the go-to
choice for mos t carriers including Qatar Airways,
Emirates, Cathay Pacific, and Singapore Airlines
among others. Vis tara has a lov ely playlis t,  for
instance, and plays  John Lennon’s Imagine and
Steely Dan songs  on board. Air  India has  often
played old classical ins trumental recordings and
they are loved too. To ask air line and airpor t
operators  to confine themselves  to the Indian music
route is at best s illy and at wors t lip serv ice to
India’s  rich music traditions, which require more
meaningful s teps for preservation.
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CORONAVIRUS NEWS LIVE UPDATES: WEEKLY COVID POSITIVITY
RATE OVER 10% IN 8 DISTRICTS, 5-10% IN 14, SAYS CENTRE

Coronav irus Omic ron Cases
and Deaths in India Today Live: Stating
that India reported ov er 10,000 daily
Cov id cases after 33 day s, the Union
Health Ministry on Thursday said there
is a need for heightened v igil among
the people of the country.

Briefing the media, Union Health
Ministry  Joint Secretary  Luv  Aggarw al
also said on an average, India reported
more than 8,000 c ases per day  last
w eek. Ov erall cas e positiv ity  rate
stands at 0.92%, he said, adding that
w eekly  positiv ity  rate is ov er 10 per
cent in eight districts w hile it is 5-10%
in 14 districts. India’s R naught value,
w hich indicates spread of Cov id-19,
is 1.22 so cases are increasing, not
shrinking, the ministry  said.

People w ith no trav el history
hav e been infected for the Omicron
Cov id v ariant and this means  it is
gradually  spreading in the community,
Delhi Health Minister Saty endar Jain
said Thursday. Jain also said that 46 of
115 samples sequenced in the national
capital so far had tested positiv e for the
new  strain. Delhi  has reported the
max imum number of Omicron cases
so far — 263.

India reported 13,154 new  Cov id-
19 cas es in the last 24 hours. The
activ e cases stand at 82,402 cases,
w hile the death to ll has clim bed to
4,80,860.

The Omicron case tally has risen
to 961 as of Thursday, with 263 cases
in Delhi and 252 in Maharashtra. Of
the 961 cases, 320 Omicron cases
hav e recovered or been discharged.

M aharas htra w as  am ong
several states w hich reported a sharp
s pike in  Cov id-19 c as es  on
Wednesday. Delhi reported 923 fresh
cases, w hich marked a steep rise from

the 496 detected a day  earlier. The
positiv ity  rate also jumped up to 1.29%.
Among other cities, Mumbai registered
a huge spike, recording 2,510 cases.
Moreov er, 400 infections w ere detected

in Bengaluru, 540 in Kolkata and 294
in Chennai.

Meanw hile, Indian SARS-COV-
2 Genomic s Consortia INSACOG
s aid that there is  now  c lear
ex perim enta l and cl inic a l data
supporting v ery  high immune escape
potentia l o f Om ic ron, but in itia l
estimates show  the sev erity  of illness
being low er than w hat w as  seen in
prev ious  outbreaks , the said in its
latest bulletin citing global data.

In India, appropriate public health
measures and inv estigations are being
c onduc ted for  s urv ei l lance of
Omicron, IN SAC OG s aid w hile
noting that globally  there appears  to
be signi ficantly  reduc ed ability  of
v acc ines or prior infection to protect
against sy mptomatic infection by  the
Om ic ron v ar iant.  "While  Del ta
continues to be the most prev alent
VOC  globally, the Omicron v ariant
has completely  displaced it in southern
Afric a and is on track  to becom e the
dom inant v ar iant in  U K and
els ew here, "INSACOG said in its
bulletin released on Wednesday.

The genomic consortium, citing
global data, said there is now  clear
ex perim enta l and cl inic a l data
supporting v ery  high immune escape
potential  of Omicron, w hic h appears
to be the major component of its growth
adv antage ov er Delta.

Coronavirus India News Live: Omicron Cases and Deaths in
India Today Live Count, Coronavirus Third Wave Latest
Update, Covid-19 Vaccine Booster Shots Live: India's R

naught value, which indicates spread of Covid-19, is 1.22 so
cases are increasing, not shrinking, the ministry added.

Indian travellers indulged in 'workcation' mode this year: OYO report
Indian trav ellers w ere busy

indulging in 'w orkcation'—w orking
aw ay  from  hom e in a scenic
location—this y ear as they tried to
adapt and make up for lost v acations
w hile w orking remotely  after the
coronav irus pandemic upended
trav el and tourism sector in 2020,

according to OYO Trav elopedia
2021.

Around 65 perc ent of
respondents in India hav e trav elled
in the past six  months and a majority
of them v isited their lov ed ones,
w hile some went for a getaway  from

their daily  routines and trav elled for
leisure.

"Nearly 48 percent of Indians
w orked from home during the y ear,
out of w hich a w hopping 85 percent
preferred taking w orkcations or
w orking aw ay  from home in a
scenic  location. And out of these,
61 percent took a w orkcation,"

according to OYO's fourth y ear-end
annual index —OYO Trav elopedia
2021.

Interesting ly ,  near ly  27
perc ent took a m onth- long
w orkcation. Hill stations ranked top
on the list o f spots for these w ork
and trav el trips, follow ed by  many
w ho v isited thei r hometow ns and
beach destinations.

The annual consumer survey
by  the hospitality  platform to study
trav el intent and ex pectations
among its user base across some
of its core markets, including India,
Indones ia and Europe,  took
responses of nearly  3,000 people
this month.

The OYO Travelopedia 2021
found that w ith mass v accination
driv es, trav el intent and confidence
among Indians is back w ith  60
perc ent of res pondents  hav e
planned v acations for the w inter
holiday  season. How ev er, most
seem to plan their trip closer to the
date.

"Nearly  31 percent said they

plan their trips a month in adv ance,
w hereas 26 percent prefer planning
their trav el only  a week in advance.
This  is a stark c ontrast from pre-
Cov id day s, " it said.

When it came to the ty pe of
des tination,  35 perc ent of
res pondents  preferred a trip  to
mountainous regions, w hereas 24
perc ent opted for  beac h
destinations and a good 53 percent
said they  w ere v ery  lik ely  to
ex plore "offbeat dom es tic
destinations".

"Road tr ips still  continue to
be a big hit among Indians. Ov er
hal f the respondents s aid they
w ould trav el by  priv ate or rental
cars, 35 perc ent s aid they  w ere
jus t as fine to hop on a bus or a
train, and a mere 14 percent w ere
happy  to take a fl ight," as per  the
surv ey.

Hotels w ere the top choice of
accommodation among users, w ith
approx imately 60 percent opting for
it, fo llow ed by  a preference for
resorts and w aterfront properties by

a lakeside, riv er or beach, it added.
As far as ringing in the New

Year 2022 is concerned, 'family  and
friends' are core to the plans for the
celebration w ith 44 percent said they
would enjoy the new year w ith family
and friends, w hile another 44 percent
said they  w ould lov e to trav el w ith
family and friends, as per the surv ey.

Howev er, around 9 percent of
Indians also opted to go solo and
trav el—a soul searching this New
Year, it added.

In term s  of N ew  Year
resolutions, 30 percent said they
w ould travel more in 2022, followed
by  18 percent w ho w ould lov e to
try  to v is it their family  and friends
w ho they  hav en't been able to meet
due to trav el restrictions.

"Another 18 percent w ould
lov e to try  and ex plore a new
destination ev ery  few  months. 15
percent also said they  w ould like to
inv es t in trav el by  opening a
sav ings account solely for trav elling
purposes , " as  per  the OYO
Trav elopedia 2021.

“JanbhagidariProgramme.... from... Page 01
Prothrapur Blocks  who will  be
participating in the evaluation drive
were also present during the launch
event.

On the occas ion of India
c elebrat ing Az adi  k a Am r i t
Mahotsav, com memorating 75
years of India’s Independence and
the Governm ent  of I ndia has
curated a ser ies of innovat ive
programm es to ce lebrat e t he
Mahotsav under the overall spirit
o f  “J anbhagidar i  and J an
Andolan”. Tak ing cue from t he
Prime Min ister  of I ndia’s  vision,
t he U T of  A&N  Is lands  has
launched JanbhagidariProgramme
for  Evaluat ion of Government
Flagship schemes of GOI being
im plem ent ed in  t his  U T by
Andam an and N ic obar
Adm inist ration to ascert ain t hat
the actual benefit is reaching the
last mile.

At  pres ent, 68 Central ly
Spons ored Sc hem es  and
Schemes of A&N Adm inistration
are being implement ed in A&N
Is lands where in benefi ts  are
directly being released to the end
benefic iar ies  e i ther in c as h
( through Bank)  or  k ind. The
Administration has planned to take
an initiative to evaluate the actual
benefi t being reached to t he
benef ic iaries  t hrough
im plem ent at ion of  v ar ious
schemes of Government of India
and UT Administration through
J anbhagidar i  proc es s .  The
objectiv e of this process is  to
evaluate, ‘How ef fectively the

Remembering Netaji .... from... Page 01
organized at M iddle Sc hool
Billiground student and Teacher
w here welcome speech made by
Mr Manoranjan Mondal  Netaji Yuba
Samity  Secretary, explained briefly
in his speech about history  of  On
30th Dec ember 1943, Netaj i
Subhash Chandra Bose had hoisted
the National Tri-Colour for the first
time w ith the help of Japanese
forces, declaring Andaman and
Nicobar Islands free from British
Rule, much before Mainland India
got independence.

The Tri-colour was hoisted by
Netaj i at the Gy mkhana Ground,
presently  know n as present Netaji
Stadium. , the first Indian Territory
freed from the British rule. The island
at the time was liberated from British

in SouthAndam an to rev iew
andmoni tor the
dev elopmenta lac tiv ities under
progress.  These offic ials w ere
ac com panied by  Tehs i ldar ,
F errargunj ,  o ffic ia ls  of line
departments and ex- PRI members.

Dur ing the v isi t, the team
v isited Gov t. Secondary  School-
N am unaghar . T he Deputy
Commiss ioner in teracted w i th
students  and teachers. During
interaction, theDC(SA) motiv ated
the students toachiev eex cellence in
all fields oflife.

At Dundas Point Jetty the land
for parking areasw as inspected. The
culv er tsenroute to the jetty  w ere
alsoinspected and instructionswere
giv en to the officials of concerned
depar tm ents  forthe upk eep

Committed to.... from... Page 01
andmaintenance of the same.

At Tushnabad Junction, the
team rev iew ed the progress of
ongoing R U RBAN  pro jec ts
anddirec tions  w ere iss ued to
theconcerned officials to speedup
the w orks for its  early completion.
T he officia ls  ofAPWD w ere
instructed for early  completion of
thev ehic le park ing area at
thejunction.

It w as  re iterated by
theDC (SA) that a l l
c onc ernedoffic ia ls  s hould
cooperate,coordinate and monitor the
progress of works andactiv ities for
the benefit of the local populace on
priority  basis and hindrances if any
being faced by  them s hould
berepor ted to h im for
early rectification.

PBGKR celebrates... from... Page 01
Specially  Abled Kids alongw ith the
Children residing in Child  Card
Institute and the residents of Old Age
Home at Ferrargunj . Fres hly
prepared Biry ani  alonwith Sweets
w ere serv ed to all. Team PBGKR
had lunch w ith a ll the kids and
elder ly .  Shr i  M andeep

Grew al,President, PBGKR w ished
all the kids and took blessings from
the residents of old age home. “We
are one big famil ies ,as fami ly
members gather together during
oc casions so do w e, I w ish
every one a v ery Happy  and Healthy
New Year 2022,”  Grewal added.

PBMC launches... from... Page 01
v iz., General in formation,  Solid
w aste management, Liquid w aste
( s e w a g e ,
sullage&septage)management,
emission mi tigation measures,
Ex penditures & Public awareness.
Spec ial  focus is giv en to the
reduction of sing le-use plastics,
w aste reduction measures and
access  to toilets for ladies and
children, etc.

Special  request has been
made to all the Hotels, resorts,
guesthouses for participation. The
competition is for 100points, total 61
questions need to be answ ered. The
Hotels  w ho obtain >90 Points w ill

be giv en 05Green start rating, 70-
89 Points 04Green green starts, 50-
69 Points- 03Green starts-  40-49
Points 02Green starts & 30-39
Points-  01Green star w i ll  be
awarded.

T he competi tion w il l  be
ev aluated by  the Tec hnic a l
ev aluation committee of PBMC,
ANPCC  & GIZ-India, Port B lair.
The in terested Hotels may  apply
on or before 12th January, 2022 and
the results w ill  be announced on
28.01.2022 during the function. For
participation v isit https://forms.gle/
FsrP1QrRhdx H7gmU9 or scan the
QR-Code.

benefits  under the schemes are
reaching up to the end beneficiary;
Whether t he beneficiaries are
actually benefitted by the scheme
or not?;  Whether the households
are satisf ied by  t he del iv ery
mechanism of the scheme?; etc’.

The deta iled analy sis of
Flagship Schemes of GOI and UT
Administ ration s hall  be done
through J anbhagidari  wi th t he
support o f the SHG m embers  of
Deendayal Anty odaya Yojana-
National Rural Livelihood Mission
(DAY-NRLM) and National Urban
Livelihood Mission (NULM).

Dur ing the event, t he Lt.
Governor has also inaugurated the
programm e for  distr ibution of
Vegetable Seed Mini-Ki t to the
Islanders to have self-sustainability
in food supply. Knowing the issue
of ins ufficient f ood supply during
t he loc kdown per iod due t o
outbreak of COVID-19, the Home
Minister  had advised t he UT to
st ar t c am paign for f ood s el f-
sufficiency during his visit to A&N
Is lands.  On th is  ground,  t he
Administ ration of  U T of  A&N
Islands has initiated the distribution
of 50000 Vegetable Seeds M ini
Kits procured from National Seeds
Corporat ion, Chennai among the
Islanders free of c ost. Each kit
com prises  of 4  types of open
pollinated vegetable seeds, namely
Amaranthus (Marsa), Brinjal (Egg-
plant), Okra (Bhindi) and Cow pea
(Lobia), so t hat the beneficiaries
c an preserve t he seeds  for
growing in the coming season.

Dur ing h is addres s to the
gat hering, the Chief Secretary,
A&N Administration highlighted the
appreciable works being done by
the members of Self-Help Groups
(SH G) ac ross  I nd ia.  H e
appreciated t he act ivities being
done by the SHGs of A&N Islands
suc h as SHE markets, c ater ing
services  through GeM, sale of
handicraft through GeM,  sale of
grounded m asalas , f arming
ac tiv ities,  Sakhi Saheli Caf é,
Socia l Audit of  RD Programmes,
Swachh Survek shan and m any
more. Knowing the efficient work
done by the SHG members in the
Islands,  he encouraged them  to
help the Administration to conduct
s urvey for  evaluat ion of the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes and
UT sc hemes being implem ented
in this UT and to check the actual
benef i t  reaching t he end
beneficiaries. Also, he encouraged
the SHG members to make nutri-
gardens in their house with the
vegetable seed mini-kits provided
by the Agriculture Departm ent to
have s us t a inable s upply of
nutritional diet for their family with
les s dependence on m arket.  He
als o directed the Education and
Soc ial W elfare Departm ents  to
tak e up dev elopment  of nutr i-
garden in  t he Sc hool  and
Anganwadi compounds  and use
the produce for providing nutritional
mid-day meal to the children.The
Secretary (RD) gave the welcome
addres s  and t he Sec ret ary
(Planning) delivered vote of thanks
during the event.

rule by  Japan w hich captured it
during the World War –II. On 29th
Dec em ber 1943,  N eta j i
accompanied by  Sarvashri Anand
Mohan Sahay, Captain Raw at -
ADC  and C ol . DS R aju,  the
personal phy sician of Netaji, landed
at the Port Blair  aerodrome in the
Andamans. He w as receiv ed by

the Japanese admiral at Port Blair.
The enthus iastic  Ind ians  and
Burmese also accorded a w arm
reception to h im. Bose nam ed
Andaman Island as Shaheed and
Nicobar Is land as Sw araj and
appointed IN A General AD
Loganathan as the gov ernor of the
Islands.

Mr. Mondal demanded to the
authority, instead of declaring holiday
of school on the day  the s chool
should be open for uninter rupted
study  and the ch ildren should be
aw are of the day  and it’s important
in today’s aspects. Shri Hiranmoy
Roy, Pres ident of Netaj i Yuba
Samity , Billiground propos ed the
v ote of thanks.

phone w hile driv ing is the m ost
c omm on and easy  form  of
distraction w hen behind the w heel.
Efficient traffic regulation, including
prev enting phone use w hile
driv ing, should be among the top
priorities of Traffic Police. Unlike a
helmet v iolation or red light jumping
w hic h c an be noticed from  a
dis tance, detecting mobile use
v io lation is difficult and often go
unnoticed until the driv er zoom past
traffic cops. Many  motorcy cl ists
can be noticed driv ing with phones
concealed w ithin their helmets,”
said a social w orker.

“One may  argue that mobile
phone hands -free dev ice is  a
technology  which allow s a person
to talk w ithout holding a gadget in
hand and enables the driver to keep
his hands on the steer ing w heel.

Alcoholism, Drug .. from... Page 01
But ev en using a hands -free
dev ice does not mitigate the danger.
If a driv er is distracted, he indulges
in dangerous driv ing. So, w hether
a hands-free sy stem is being used
or an earphone is p lugged in,  it
amounts to an offence. The only
legal w ay  to ans w er a call  w hen
behind the w heel is to pull ov er to
the s ide of the road and then
answ er the phone,”  said a retired
cop, w ho didn’t w ish to be named.

Las t y ear, the Min istry  of
Road Transport amending the
central motor  v ehicle rules had
specified how  exactly  driv ers are
perm itted to  use a hand-held
dev ice or mobi le phone w hi le
driv ing. Driv ers are allow ed only
i f the us e is  s olely  for route
nav igation and is being used by
fix ing the dev ice on the dashboard

in a w ay  that it does not distract
the driv er w hile he is driv ing. The
use of mobile phones w hile driv ing
has now  been categorised under
‘dangerous driv ing’ in the amended
Motor Vehicle Act and can attract a
fine of up to Rs 3000/-.

           Global s tudies hav e
found that those w ho us e mobile
phones w hile driv ing face four
times higher risk of a crash. Tex ting
w hile driving makes things w orse.
The number of ac cidents and
fata lities due to distrac ted driv ing
has  shot up across the w orld.  In
the y ear  2016, 2,138 liv es w ere
los t in India due to using mobile
phones w hile driv ing and as per
ex perts the data is hugely  under-
reported since there is hardly  any
scientific investigation or recording
of fata l crashes in  India.
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BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188
Group  C Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

BSNL Recruitment 2022, Apply 71
Apprentice Vacancies @ bsnl.co.in

BSN L Rec ruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 55 Vacanc ies | Last Date: 29.12.2021 |
Apply  BSNL Apprentice Jobs @ bsnl. co.in

BSN L Rec ruitm ent 2021: Bharat Sanchar Nigam  Limi ted M aharashtra Circ le is  in
process of engaging 55 Diploma holders in Engineering/Technology  field (Electronics/E&TC/
Computer/IT)  for apprenticeship training under the Apprentices Act 1961 for a period of one
y ear w ith salary  up to Rs. 8,000. Eligible Indian candidates w ho hav e passed their Diploma
course in relev ant field may  apply  this BSNL jobs using BOAT’s Gov t. Portal. The last date
for  the submis sion of applications is 29.12.2021. T hose candidates w ho are looking for
Central Gov ernment jobs can apply  this BSNL Apprentice recruitment on or before the last
date.

Interested candidates are adv ised to apply  BSNL recruitment in time to av oid last minute
rush. After apply ing online, candidates need to take printout of the application form for some
reference. Incomplete application or application form w ithout attaching relev ant documents w ill
not be considered. BSNL selects candidates through merit/ personal interv iew , shortlisted
candidate w ill be intimated through e-mail for document v erification & joining if selected.
Selected candidates w ill be placed at Maharashtra Circle. More details of BSNL Apprentice
recruitment, Careers, upcoming notification, apply  online link, BSNL jobs, selection list etc. will
be available on the official w ebsite.

The detailed information of educational qualification, age limit, selection process, application
fees, apply  mode and how  to apply  process for BSNL recruitment is discussed above. Stay
tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest updates.

THDC Recruitment 2021,
Apply ITI Trade Apprentice

Vacancies @ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 47 Vac ancies  | Las t Date: 29. 12.2021 |

Dow nload Application Form @ thdc.co.in
THDC R ecruitment 2021: THDC India Limited w ill  prov ide a great opportunity  for the

candidates w ho are looking for Central Government jobs. Because THDC currently  announced
recruitment noti fication [ITI- Trade Apprentices 01/2021] for choosing eligib le candidates to
undergo one y ear Apprenticeship Training under Apprentice Act. 1961. Hereby, there are 47
v acancies are allotted for the ITI Trade Apprentice under v arious designation. Candidates
w ho are eligible for these THDC jobs may  dow nload application form, fill the details properly
and then send it to the giv en address. The last date for the submission of application form is
29.12.2021.

Before submitting application form, candidates should register themselv es in NAPs
portal, w ithout registration candidates w ill not be engaged as apprenticeship trainee. THDC
inv ites applications from eligible candidates w ho are hav ing domicile of Uttarakhand. Candidates
w ho possess the minimum qualification of 10th/ ITI pass are also to be eligible to apply  this
THDC India Limited recruitment. Candidates may  fill the THDC job v acancy  through merit, on
the basis of marks obtained in their respectiv e trades. There w ill be no interv iew  conducted for
THDC recruitment. More details of THDC Apprentice recruitment, sy llabus, THDC job v acancy,
upcoming notification, application form etc. w ill be uploaded on the official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get the details of educational qualification, age limit,  selection process,
apply  mode and how  to apply  process for THDC recruitment are briefly  discussed abov e.
Stay  tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest job updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,
age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

No. TN-DB/SAD/2021-22/2110 dt. 29/12/2021
e -TENDER NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, South Andaman Divis ion, APWD, Port
Blair invites on behalf of President of India, online Item Rate bid for
below mentioned work from the approved and eligible Contractors
of the Andaman PWD or all contractors irrespective of their
enlistment in APWD or any other Govt. Department subject to the
condition that they have experience on executing the relevant
magnitude of work as per CPWD Works Manual and with other
GOI organizations in these islands and do not have any adverse
remarks for following work:-
1. NIT No. 16/EE/SAD/APWD/2021-22,  Tender ID:
2021_APWD_4819_1, Name of work: Construction of cement
concrete road from Chatham Saw Mill Gate to PMB Gate via
Chatham Jetty for a length of  325 mtr.  (Revised Estimate),
Estimated Cost: ‘.1,12,64,108/-, Time of completion: 03 (Three)
Months  & Last time and date of submission of bid: 11/01/2022
(15:00 hrs)
The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the
website https://eprocure.andaman.gov.in/nicgep/app

Executive Engineer,
SAD, A.P.W.D. , Port Blair.IP/8360/21

2021/MediaRelease/1014

PRESS NOTICE
No.TN/DB/PHED/2021-22/1467; Dated: 28/12/2021

The Executive Engineer, PHED, APWD, Prothrapur invites
on behalf of President of India, online Item Rate e-tenders (in form
of CPWD-8) from eligible contractors of APWD and Non APWD
Contractors/ the Hydraulic Excavator Owners irrespective of their
enlistment subject to the condition that they have experience of having
successfully completed similar nature of work in terms of cost in
any of the government department in A&N Islands and they should
not have any adverse remarks for the following work. Similar nature
of work shall mean supply of Hydraulic Excavator having bucket
capacity 0.30 cum.

NIT No.13/DB/PHED/2021-22
Name of work                  : A/R & M/O Water Supply under

Sub Division No. I, PHED, APWD,
Prothrapur during 2021-22.

Sub Work : Supply of Hydraulic Excavator
on as and when required basis.

Period of Completion          : 01(One) Year
Bid Opening Date                 : 12/01/2022 (1530 hrs)
The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the Web
Site
https://eprocure.andaman.gov.in .

Executive  Engineer
PHED, APWD, Prothrapur.

Tender ID: 2021_APWD_4808_1

IP/8351/21
2021/MediaRelease/1005
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OPEN SECRET

INCREASE TESTING, STRENGTHEN HOSPITAL
PREPAREDNESS, IMPROVE VACCINATION:

CENTRE TELLS EIGHTS STATES, UTS
The Union h ealth m inistry  has

written  to e ig ht states an d Union
territo ries to  en h an ce testin g ,
strengthen h ospital p rep aredn ess,
increase the pace and coverag e of
COVID-19  va ccin atio n d rive  a nd
ensure strict enforcement of restrictions
to counter the spread of the infection.

In  th e le tter,  Unio n  Hea lth
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan asked Delhi,
Haryan a, Tamil Na du, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka and
Jharkhand to be vigilant in view of the
recent increase in domestic travel and
va rio us even ts such a s ma rriages,
festive  celebra tions, an d va cations
having  either recently conclu ded or
underway.

With th e o nset o f win ter an d
increased  pollu tion in som e states,
prevalence of ILI/SARI and respiratory
distress symptoms should be c losely
monitored, he said in the letter dated

December 29.
The letter was issued as the country

reported single-day rise of over 13,000
new COVID-19 cases after around 49
days a nd cases of Omicron variant
increased to 961.

Bhushan said it has been seen that
there has been an increase in the cases
and  lessening o f do ubling time in
detection of the cases in few states.

Delhi ha s reported a su dden and

significant surge in cases in the last two
weeks.

"This issue needs to be add ressed
proactively and immediately to ensure
that neither the transmission spreads
further nor do we reach a situa tion of
increased mortality due to late detection
of the  cases," th e letter stated.

As fo r Gu ja ra t,  th e  letter
h ig hlig h ted  th a t th e  d istric ts o f
Ahmeda bad, Rajko t and Sura t have
reported a sudden and significant surge
in cases in the last two weeks.

Jharkhand's Ranchi, Karnataka's
Ben ga lu ru  Urb a n , Ha ryan a 's
Gurga on , Tam il Nad u's Chenn ai,
Mah a ra shtra's Mu mb a i,  Mu m ba i
Suburb an, Pune, Thane and Nagpur,
and West Bengal's Kolkata have also
reported a sudden and significant surge
in cases in last two weeks, it  said.

The ministry  thus a dvised these
states/UTs to und ertake immedia te

measure like enha nced testin g in a
fo cu sed  ma n n er, with  th e
maintenance of the ratio between RT-
PCR and RAT and do pro -active
con ta ct tracing  a n d isola tion /
quaran tine of con tacts of po sitive
cases, their testing and follow up.

I t a lso  a d vised settin g  u p
containment zones and buffer zones
as per extant standard operating
pro cedu res, strength en ho spital-
level preparedness, ensure optimal
utilisation of finan cial resources
under ECRP2, increased pace and
co vera ge o f Covid  vaccina tion
d rive ,  a dh eren ce to  Co vid
a p pro p riate  b eha vio u r a n d
en fo rcem en t o f stric t a n d
approp riate restrictions to counter
the spread of infection.

There has been an
increase in COVID-

19 cases and
lessening of

doubling time

Govt declares entire Nagaland
'disturbed area' as demand for
AFSPA withdrawal continues
The C entre on Thursday

declared the enti re Nagaland as a
"disturbed area" for six more months
w ith effect from December 30 under
the AFSPA w hile terming the state's
c ondi tion "d is turbed and
dangerous".

The move came day s after the
Union gov ernment constitu ted a
high-level committee to ex amine the
possibility  of the w ithdraw al of the
c ontrov ers ia l  Arm ed Forces
(Spec ia l  Pow ers)  Ac t from
Nagaland.

T he AF SPA has  been
operational  in  N agaland for
decades. "Whereas the Central
gov ernment is of the opinion that the
area c omprising the w hole of the
State of Nagaland is in s uch a
disturbed and dangerous condition
that the use of armed forces in aid of
the civ il pow er is necessary.

"Now , therefore, in ex ercise
of the powers conferred by  Section
3 of the Armed Forces (Special
Pow ers) Act, 1958 (No.28 of 1958)
the Central Gov ernment hereby
declares that w hole of the State of

Nagaland to be 'disturbed area' for
a period of six  m onths w ith effect
from December 30, 2021, for the
purpos e of the s aid Act," a home
ministry  notification said.

The notification was issued by
the additional secretary  in the Home
Ministry, Piy ush Goy al, w ho has
been named the member secretary
in the panel to ex amine the
possibility  of the w ithdraw al of the
AFSPA. The committee is headed
by  sec retary -lev el officer  Viv ek
Joshi. The high-level committee has
been s et up apparently  to soothe
the rising tension in Nagaland ov er
the killing of 14 civ ilians.

Protests for the w ithdraw al of
the AFSPA hav e been going on in
sev eral districts of Nagaland ev er
since an Army unit killed 14 civ ilians
in the state's Mon district earlier this
m onth,  m is tak ing them as
insurgents. The AFSPA empowers
security  forces to conduct operations
and arrest any one w ithout any  prior
w arrant. It also giv es immunity  to
the forces if they  shoot s omeone
dead.

Best Wishes  from...
Mr. K.Ganeshan,  Ex. Chairpers on - PBMC & Mrs. Laxmi Ganeshan,  Chief Editor,  Andaman Kural

M Rahul Rao,
BE MBA

S/o Shri MV Rao & Smti M laxmi
Rao R/o Ratnavilla, Dugnabad
Sanchita Jana,

BBA, MBA
D/o Shri Gorachand Jana &
SMti Chameli Jana R/o New

Delhi
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specialprogrammes w ill be organized to celebrate the occasion.
To celebrate the 125thbirthday  of Netaji Bose in a befittingmanner
in the Islands, on 23rdJanuary 2022, functions and programmesare
being chalked out w hich w ill be inpublic domain v ery  soon.

To mark the occasion of 75th Anniv ersary  of flag hoisting by
Netaji SubhasChandra at Port Blair, functions w ere held today  at
Port Blair and different parts of isles. Flag hoisting w as done at
v enue opposite to Andaman Club,  Port Blair and the flag point,
Port Bla ir. A peaceful rally  w as also organized. It star ted from
v enue of flag hoisting opposite to Andaman club and culminated at
flag point, South Point after passing through different roads of the
Port Blair city.


