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Thought for today
When jealousy rises its

ugly head, even the
ones we love become

our enemies.

See... Page 06
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Port B la i r,  Dec  21:  The
Member of Parliament and All India
C ongres s  C om m ittee (AICC )
Secretary, Mr Kuldeep Rai Sharma,
distributed Auto Union ID’s  and
New  Year Greeting C ards on
Monday.  On the arriv al of the

Port Blair, Dec 21:   Muthu
Laxmi, 38, w akes up as early  as
3.30 am. Prepares breakfast for her
two school-going kids and husband,
w akes up the latter asking him to
drop the children to school. Sharp

Installation of Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring Station for city put on fast lane

Port Blair, Dec 21: After running into initial
delay s due to the loc kdow n imposed to stem
the spread of novel Coronavirus, the Department
of Science and Technology  has reportedly
ex pedited w orks for installation of the city ’s first
Continuous Ambient Air Quality  Monitoring
Sy stem (CAAQMS). While the project w as
aw arded to the e ligible firm sometime in
N ov ember 2019, the agenc y  c ouldn’ t
commence the w ork due to the restric tions
imposed due to the pandemic. How ev er, the
firm has now  resumed w ork and currently
sensors  and hi-tech equipments are being
procured from v arious agencies in mainland
and abroad before putting them in the assembly
line.

The CAAQMS project is being ex ecuted
at a cost of over Rs 1 crore and w ill be located
at the selected location at VIP Road in the city.
The Andaman and Nicobar Pollution Control
Committee under the Department of Sc ience
and Technology had inv ited proposals for eligible
play ers for supply, installation, commissioning,
operation and maintenance serv ices for one
CAAQMS in the city  in 2019. After observ ing
necessary  formalities, the project w as aw arded
to the most eligible firm.

Once installed, the sy stem w ill monitor
ambient air quality  in the ci ty. It w ill enable
continuously  determine present air quality  status
and past trends,  prov ide Air Quality  Index

(ex hibits Good, satisfactory, Moderate, poor,
Very  Poor & Sev er) lev el of Air pollu tants,
provide background air quality  data as needed
for industrial siting and tow n planning, control
and regulate pollution from all sources to ensure
the air quality standards, help estimate the future
w orsening or improvement of air quality  and to
obtain the know ledge and understanding
necessary  for dev eloping prev entiv e and
correc tiv e measures, ascer tain w hether the
prescr ibed ambient air qual ity  standards are
v iolated, assess  health hazard, damage to
materials and to control  and regulate pollution
from v arious sources, detect v arious hazards /
other poisonous gases risk in the city  as also to
prov ide a mobile application enabled data to
describe specific sector/w ard w ise air quality
health.

Some of the major benefits of CAAQMS
installation include air Quality  data/AQI w ill be
made for general public to know  air quality in a
simplified w ay, chalk out correctiv e pollution
contro l strategies, using big data can help to
guide urban planning initiativ es to help more
efficiently  reduce ex pos ure to pollution at the
most important times and in  optimal p laces,
identify  hotspots and better m onitoring of
env ironmental issues,  identify  clusters  of
pollutants and analy ze data ov er time in order
to understand patterns, ind icate areas w ith
particularly  bad air quality  and take correctiv e

measures, a mobi le application w ill a llow  a
resident to track their ex pos ure to certa in air
contaminants, or to nav igate through the city
based on av oiding urban heat islands, poor air
quality, or ex cessiv e noise and congestion and
other risk factors identifiable, correctiv e steps
like local public can contribute by  maintaining
v ehicles properly, follow ing lane discipline &
speed limits, av oiding prolong idling and turning
off engines at red traffic signals. See... Page 02

MP distributes INTUC Auto
Union IDs, extends New

Year greetings to members

Member of Parliament, the INTUC
Auto U nion, led by  its, Pres ident,
Mr Elay araja Alsu accorded a w arm
w elc om e at a t Prothrapur
Community  Hall. Senior leaders on
the dias appreciated the hard w ork
done by  Auto Dr iv ers  w hile

acknow ledging the hardships they
face especially w ith increasing fuel
prices. Mr Gy an Krishna, INTUC,
General Secretary, assured auto
driv ers of taking up their issues w ith
concerned authorities w ith regard to

Port Blair, 21 st  Dec,
2021: A double murder case
of a father and son reported
yesterday at Rangat Police
Station. Wherein it is stated
that a father  and his  son
were murdered by another
villager in Rampur village,
ward no 5 area of Rangat
region.

Input reveals  that
accused Ranjeet Roy S/o
Late Sharath Roy (37)yrs R/
o Rampur in  ward no 5
reportedly murdered Bimal

Shri M.Vinod,President, Andaman Association
of Tour Operators met Shri Purnesh Modi,

Cabinet Minister for Tourism, Transport, Roads
and Civil Aviation, Gujarat Govt, at his official
residence Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat. Shri Vinod
who was in Gujarat to attend the 36th Annual
Convention of Iato gave a courtesy call to the
Hon‘ble Minister. The Minster have assured to

visit the islands soon with a delegation of
Gujarat Tourism.

PBMC felicitates them, assures all support
Documentary by NGOs ‘Safai Mitron Ka Samman’ released

Father-son murdered at
Rampur village in Rangat Tehsil

Quarrel b/w accused and victims
lead to blood shed: Reports

Halder  S/o BidhuBhusan
(68)yrs R/o Rampur ward
no 5 and Bipul Halder S/o
Bimal Halder (40)yrs R/o
Rampur  ward no 5.  It is
learnt that Ranjeet had a
quarrel with Bipul Halder
due to which Bipul and his
father Mr. Bimal attack ed
Ranjeet with a machete but
Ranjeet overpowered Bipul
and snatched the machete
from Bipul and attacked
Bipul Halder  and Bimal
Halder. Ranjeet reportedly

beheaded Bimal Halder and
cut the neck of Bipul Halder
thus both of them died on
the spot. Later, Ranjeet
went and surrendered
himself in PS Rangat and
confessed the crime.  As the
accused has  confessed his
crime and preliminary
investigations ascertain the
s tatement of accused, it
seems to be an open case.
Howev er, police is
inv estigating the matter  to
un-earth hidden fats, if any.

Port Bla ir, Dec 21: IC AR-
C IARI in  co l laboration w i th
N ABAR D,  Port B la i r , has
im plem ented the pro jec t on

Success story of roof top production
model for horti crops in urban areas

“Horticulture based sustainable roof
top production model for nutritional
and liv elihood s ecurity  of urban
households of Andaman Islands” in

3 Publ ic  s ector uni ts  and 6
households at different places of
South Andaman. Various horticulture
crops like v egetables,  spic es,

flow ers  and
medicina l plants
are grow n by the
beneficiar ies in
grow  bags using
organic m edia.
T his  roof top
production model
is  high ly
successfu l in all
the p lac es  of

Port B lair, Dec 21: The
Triennial Conference of the
Bharatiy a Mazdoor Sangh,
Andaman and Nicobar Island
w as  concluded at Sev a
Bharthi Complex , Dolly gunj,
Port Blair, South Andaman on
Sunday . The program w as
pres ided ov er  by  M r M
Veeranna, State President,

Por t Bla ir , Dec  21:  It is
informed to the general public that
on 18/12/2021, an UD FIR w as
registered at PS Ograbraj and the
dead body  of the deceased identified
as Shamal Mondal. Since then, no
family  member/relativ e has come
forw ard to claim the body. Further,
the body of the deceased has been
preserv ed at cold mortuary  of GB
Pant Hospital. The family  members
of the aforesaid person are hereby
requested to approach PS Ograbraj
and take ov er the deceased body
from GB Pant Hospital.  The general
public is hereby  requested to share/

Triennial Conf of BMS held at Seva
Bharthi Complex in Dollygunj

See... Page 02

Info invited for
claim of dead body

Mumbai, Dec 21: The mov ie
‘Andaman’ Director Smita Singh has
talked about the distribution plans of
the fi lm and how  it helped in its
promotion.

Talking about i ts distribution
plan and social  media cam paign
w herein audiences are also the profit
partners of the film, she s ay s:
“Usually  debutante filmmakers are
alway s told to not ex pect recovery
from their first film but we are v ery
fortunate to achiev e this . T he

‘Andaman’ director Smita Singh on distribution
plans, social media campaign for movie

highlight of my  fi lm is it’s unique
distr ibution p lan and I’m  v ery
surprised that my recov ery is very
satisfactory. In fact I’m getting a
good response from audiences and
many  people are suggesting this
p lan being a profi t partner
themselv es. I hav e nev er dreamt
that this plan w ould really  create
that impact.”

Sharing about the responses
debutante d i rec tor  Sm i ta is
receiv ing, she say s: “ I’m receiving

great respons e from  many
filmmakers in the industry  that w e
hav e done a really  great job and if
w e w ould hav e got good financial
support this w ould hav e taken our
film to another lev el. I never imagined
that m y  first project w ould be this
good.”

This film is about a failed IAS
aspirant w ho is made in charge of a
quarantine centre in an unpriv ileged
v illage. Helmed by  director Smita

See... Page 02

Supplementary
Exams of

Pondy
Varsity

Port Blair, Dec 21: B.Ed.
I and II year supplementary

examinations Dec 2021 of
Pondicherry Un iversity shall

be held in Tagore
Government College of

Education, Port Blair from
18th January 2021. Detailed

time-table of these
examinations are available

on the College Notice Board.
The last date fo r remitting the

examination fee is 23rd Dec
December 2021. All eligible
candidates are requested to

deposit the prescribed fees to
the Cashier of the College

before the scheduled date for
online registration for the

above exams.

Power
interruption
on Dec 24
Port Blair, Dec 21:  Power
supp ly  will  rema in
suspended on Dec 24 from
8 am to 12 noon in with
connectio n with urgent
breakdown maintena nce
o f tra nsm ission &
distributio n system  near
PMB vehicle  gate  a t
Haddo Wharf (Gate No.4).
The areas to be affected are
Foreshore road and Haddo
Wharf.

Port Blair, Dec 21: During the
RT-PCR test conducted on 437
passengers w ho arr iv ed here
y esterday, no positiv e cas e has
been detected. 12 flights w ith 2111
passengers arrived on Monday, out
of w hich, 1656 w ere v accinated
w ith both doses w hile RT-PCR test
w as conducted on 455
passengers (includes 22
international trav ellers)
and the reports are
aw ai ted. During RAT
c onduc ted on 87
passengers bound for
N or th & M iddle

COVID-19 status
in A&N Islands

Andaman at Ferrargunj no positiv e
c as e has been detec ted.  At
Mohanpura Bus Terminus, test was
conducted on 79 passengers and
all were found negativ e.  At Phoenix
Bay  Jetty, 57 passengers w ere
tested w ith RAT and w as found
negativ e. During RAT conducted on

9 passengers at Helipad,
no positiv e cas e has
been detected.  Today, till
3  pm  413 e l ig ib le
benefic iar ies  w ere
v accinated, out of w hich
389 w ere of 18 plus age
group.

Por t B la i r,  Dec  21:  The
v accination driv e is c ontinuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As  per
data av ailable, a total of 5, 87,049
benefi c iar ies  hav e been
v accinated so far  in A&N Islands,
out of the target benefic iaries of
2, 86,600 (approx .) . A tota l of

Vaccination drive going smoothly in isles
1,77,329 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears have been
v accinated til l date. A total o f 902
people w ere v acc inated in South
Andaman District on Monday. 828
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Distric t, out of
w hich 62 beneficiaries w ere in the

age group of 18-44 y ears .
Similarly,  63 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in  N orth & M iddle
Andaman District out o f w hich 8
benefic iaries w ere in the age
group of 18-44. 11 beneficiaries
w ere v ac c inated in  N ic obar
Dis tric t.

They keep
city in their

nails!

by  4.30 pm, Muthu Lax mi leav es
for the civ ic body’s Dairyfarm’s Site
Office to join her team to undertake
her daily  chore of keeping the city
clean.  Skipping the most c rucial
meal of the day,  Muthu Lax mi is

among 1774 sanitary w orkers of the
Municipal Council, w ho can smell
the city  on herself.

Being a sanitation w orker in
our country  is more like a terrible
sentence than a real job occupation.

Sanitary  w orkers are the unsung heroes of India
sanitation. In order to pay  them their due respect
and to change the minds of   the   people   that
SafaiKaramcharis are the unsung heroes w ho risk
their liv es ev ery  day  for keeping the city  spick &
span, a documentary  to spread the message that
safaikaramc har is too des erv e humanitarian
behav iour”  from the public w as released in the
Youtube. At a function held at Marina Park on
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EDITORIAL
Solidarity Strike

Solidarity  union mili tants are holding 1,300 miners
hostage in a mine in Southern Poland, the Soviet news
agency Tass said. The sabotaging of the mine followed a
call by S olidarity leader Lech Walesa for mass st rikes and
passive resistance against martial law. Tass, in a dispatch
from Warsaw, said there was similar resistance elsewhere
in Polish industry although the official Polish news agency
PAP  said that 95 per cent of the indust ry was working
normally. The mine where the miners were being held is
at Ziemovit at Katowice where seven miners were killed in
clashes with securit y forces last week.

Israel-US  Pact Off
A n Israeli government spokesperson said that a

strategic  operation agreement with the US no longer
ex isted because of its suspension by Washington after
the annexation of the Golan Heights. The spokesperson
said that the dec ision was taken at a meeting at Prime
Minister Menachem Begin’s  residence. Begin said that
the latest US moves were the third in six months “when
the US had punished Israel for the actions it had taken”.
“You will not frighten us with punishment…You have no
right to punish us and we protest the use of  this term,” he
added.

Summoning The E ditor
The Orissa governor C M Poonacha set an unheard

precedent  in the state by summoning the editor of an
Oriya newspaper, Pragativadi, and allegedly used abusive
language against him. What had infuriated Poonacha was
a report on the second P radeshik Shibir of  the RSS  at
Cuttack. The report quoted an RS S sarsangchalak as
saying that  the governor would inaugurate an eye care
camp as part of  the Shibir. Poonacha allegedly used words
such as “immature”, “too smart”,  “unfit” and irresponsible
in referring to the editor.
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COVID ON BOARD: 48 TEST POSITIVE ON
WORLD'S LARGEST CRUISE SHIP

At least 48 people hav e tested
positiv e for COVID-19 on Sy mphony
of Seas, the w orld’s biggest cruise ship,
according to operator Roy al Caribbean
International. The ship docked at Miami
ov er the w eekend w here the cases
w ere detected among the 6,091 on
board, raising concerns over the spread
of the Omicron v ariant of COVID-19.

The ship left Miami on December
11 for a sev en-day  trip and made stops
at Car ibbean ports St Maarten, St
Thomas, and Perfect Day at CocoCay
(Roy al Caribbean's priv ate island),
reported its spokesperson Lyan Sierra-
Caro.

Although initially  only  44 cases
w ere reported, according to USA Today,
Sierra-Caro said today, “This number
(48) includes  four additional close
contacts w hic h w ere identified as
COVID-19 positiv e at the end of the
v oyage.”  She also said that the guests
w ere quarantined on board and assisted
upon the ship’s arriv al on December
18.

Roy al Caribbean said 95 per cent

of the people on board w ere fully
v accinated and 98 per cent of those
w ho tested positiv e w ere also fully
v accinated.

In a statement, Royal Caribbean
said that “ev ery one w ho tested positiv e
w ere asy mptom atic or had mi ld

sy mptoms, and w e c ontinuously
monitored their health” .

Six  guests w ho tested positiv e
w ere disembarked earlier in the cruise
and transported home, w hile the other
positiv e passengers w ere assisted
w hen they  disembarked in Miami on

December 18.
Passengers say the cruise w as

ov erw helmed. According to Miami
Herald, James Johnson of Orlando
attested that his aunt, w ho w as the first
person to be tested positive in their group,
w as highly  sy mptomatic and started

feeling ill w ith a sore throat, earache and
dev eloped a sev ere cough.

Although the Roy al Caribbean
promised adequate medical assistance,
Johnson said that his aunt received only
ox y gen and temperature checks. He
w as told that the medical team w as too
ov erw helmed to keep a continuous
check on her.

But the spokesperson commented
that it w as not the case and that their
staff w as able to handle all the cases on
board, follow ing the right protocol.

Earlier this month, a Norw egian
Cruise Line ship that docked in New
Orleans w as disembarked after 17
passengers and crew members were
infected with COVID-19. The Louisiana
Department of Health said that at least
one of the infected crew  members was
suspected to have the new  Omicron
v ariant.

The U S Center  for Dis ease
Control and Prev ention said that it w as
aw are of the situation and the Roy al
C ar ibbean w i ll  rem ain under
observ ation.

MP distributes INTUC .. from... Page 01
parking spaces.

Smt Shanta Lax man, Mr Noor
Is lam,  Smt Ratna Kannan, Mr
Masih Lugun, Mr Aboobacker, Mr

Sahadev an, Mr Anil, Mr Shakthi
Vel, Mr Islam Pathan, Smt.Rev a
and Daljeet Kaur & Mohini attended
the function.

‘Andaman’ director .. from... Page 01
Singh, this film  w as releas ed
independently  on an open theatre
platform. Written by  Anand Raaj,
w ho is  ess ay ing the main

protagonist, it is produced by  8th
Pillar  Motion Pic tures. The other
cast members of the mov ie include
Sanjay  Mishra and Rajesh Tailang.

Info invited for.. from... Page 01
pass on information to Police if the
afores aid person belongs to their
fam ily  m embers  to Phone No.

9531856271 or 100 and m ay
approach to PS Ograbraj to identify
the dead body. 

Triennial Conf of... from... Page 01
BMS A&N  Islands. The program
w as  a ls o attended by  M r
Surendran, Akil Bharthiya Sanghtan
Mantri, BMS, New  Delhi  and Mr
Ganes h Mis hra,  Organizing
Secretary  Eastern Zone, Kolkata.

The program started w ith flag
hosting and song as per the tradition
of BM S. All the Ex ecutiv es and
w orkers  w ere w elc om ed by
General Sec retary  Shri. Ashok
Kumar at binging of the program.
There after the gathering pay  tribute
to the first CDS General  Vip in

R aw ath and h is  Wi fe Sm t.
Madhulika Rawat and tw elv e other
Officers w ho lost their liv es in a
helicopter crash at Koonur,  Tamil
N adu.  T he gather ing als o
remembered and homage to the
member of BMS Late Raj Gov ind,
Marine Mazdoor Sangh and Late S
Yadav  Rao, Sea faerer of India,
w ho lost their liv es during Corona
pandemic. Ex ecutiv es and w orkers
of all units of the Bharathiy a Mazdoor
Sangh participated in this one-day
conference.

Success story of.. from... Page 01
implementation and the benefits are
being harnes s ed by  the
beneficiaries. To populariz e this
“Roof top production technology ”  a
field day  w as organized by  ICAR-
CIARI under the chairmanship of
Dr. Eaknath B. Chakurkar, Director,
ICAR-CIARI in w hich 20 w omen
SHG members w itnessed and had
interac tion w i th  s uc c ess fu l
beneficiaries of the project. Officials
from NABARD and Department of
Agr ic ul ture a ls o attended the
programme. Smt. Bhanumathi and
Smt. Uma at Birdline and Prothrapur
area are harv esting v egetables and
other horticulture crops for  their
household utility  and their success
ex per ience w ere shared to the
w omen participants. In ANCOL
College, Port Blair, Dr Jay akumar,
Pr incipal  ex plained about the
inv olv em ent of students  in
establishment of horticulture crops
in grow  bags in organic  w ay  and
the products are harv ested and
distributed to the students and staff.
This horticulture production model
establ ished help the students to

w ork in a useful w ay  during their
leisure time and many  students
show ed interest in replicating the
same in their  households. Dr.
Augustine B. Jerard, HOD, H & F
and Dr. V. Bask aran, Principal
Scientist and PI of the project from
ICAR-CIARI briefed the participants
about the tec hnology  and their
v arious utilities along w ith cy cle of
operations  to  be c arr ied out
throughout the y ear for reaping y ear-
round harv es t o f horticu lture
produce. Shri. Bhuvarahan, DGM,
N ABARD and Shr i . Ram es h
Kum ar, J DA,  Depar tm ent of
Agricu lture, A & N Administration
s pok e on the oc c asion and
ex press ed thei r happines s in
establishment of roof top models for
v arious benefits including nutrition,
economic  benefi t and s tres s
management.  Dr.  Eaknath B.
C hak urk ar,  enc ouraged the
s uc ces sful  benefic iaries and
participants to replicate the model
and inspire more households to take
up this technology  for sustainable
liv elihood and nutritional security.

Por t Blai r, Dec 21:  The Port
Blair Municipal Counci l in forms
all stakeholders and beneficiaries
of PMAY(U) that a Single Window
Facil ita tion c um M oni tor ing unit
has  been establ is hed in  the
prem is es  of PBM C

Single Window Facilitation-cum-Monitoring
unit established for AHP beneficiaries

Headquarters,  Indi ra Bhaw an,
Mohanpura to fac il ita te al l the
benefic iar ies  of Aff ordable
Housing in Partners hip (AHP) of
PM AY(U) to cater to a ll required
serv ices for the beneficiaries
under one roof.

New  Delhi, 21st Dec, 2021:
The Lok Sabha on Monday  passed
the contentious  Election Law s
(Amendment) bill  by  v oice v ote,
barely  hours after it was introduced
by  Union law  minister Kiren Rijiju
in the low er house of Parl iament
amid protests from the Opposition.

The bill proposes to voluntarily

Electoral reforms bill linking Aadhaar
to voter ID passed in Rajya Sabha

link electora l rol ls to Aadhaar
numbers and make the language of
the Representation of the People Act,
1950, gender neutral. The opposition
leaders say  linking Aadhaar to
electoral rolls w ill lead “mass
disenfranchisement” .

While introducing the bill, the
law  minister said it w ill help curb

bogus v oting and slam med the
Opposition for not understanding the
proposed law . “They are opposing
it unnecessarily, ”  Rijiju sa id. He
also cited the findings of the standing
committee on the law  to justify  the
Centre’s decision. “Appropriate
actions for the purpose of l inking
Aadhaar card number w ith v oter I-
card to purify the electoral roll w hich
is in larger interest of democratic
polity,”  the committee had said.

The recommendation was part
of a report on demands for grants
(2020-21) of the ministry  of law  and
justic e tabled in  Parliament.Adhir

R anjan C how dhury ,  s enior
Congress  member of Par liament
(MP) and the Leader of Opposition,
said the bill should be referred to a
standing committee for deliberation.
“Linking of Adhaar numbers w ith the
v oter ids w il l  lead to m as s
disenfranchisement,”  Chow dhury
said.

Electoral reform is an ongoing
and continuous process. The central
gov ernment has been receiv ing
proposals for electoral reforms from
v arious quarters, from time to time,
including the Election Commission
of Ind ia,”  the gov ernment s aid in

the objectiv es section of the bill.
“Based on the proposals

taken up by  the Elec tion
Com mission, it is  proposed to
amend the prov isions of the RP Act,
1950, and the R P Act, 1951.
Accord ingly, a b ill, namely, the
Election Law s (Amendment) Bill,
2021, has been proposed.”

T he b i l l  propos es  an
amendment of section 23 of the RP
Act, 1950, allow ing the link ing of
electoral roll data w ith the Aadhaar
ecosy stem to “curb the menace of
multip le enrollm ent of the same
person in different places” . Linking

of Aadhaar numbers to v oter IDs
has been a particularly  contentious
prov ision that has been opposed by
civil society and opposition parties.
T he b il l,  how ev er , makes a
prov is ion that no application for
inclus ion of name in the electoral
roll “shall be denied and no entries
in the electoral roll shall be deleted
for inability  of an indiv idual to furnish
or intimate Aadhaar number due to
such s ufficient cause as m ay  be
prescribed, prov ided that s uch
indiv idual may  be allowed to furnish
such other alternative documents as
may be prescribed” .

New  Delhi, 21st Dec, 2021:
The first regiment of the S-400
missi le sy stem from Russia has
arriv ed in India. In 2022, it is likely
to be deployed in the northern region
of the country, from w here it can
prev ent any  kind of air attack from
Pakistan and China and protect the
country.

The second regiment of S-400
is expected to reach India by June
2022 nex t y ear.  India can then
deploy  its S-400 regiments for the
security  of Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh. Notably, the S-400 missile
sy stem is counted among the best
air defence sy stems in the w orld.
In many  w ay s, the S-400 is better
than America’s missile defence
sy stem . Through this, miss iles,

First regiment of S-400 missile
system arrive in India, to be

deployed in this region
The second regiment of S-400 is expected to

reach India by June 2022
fighter aircraft,  rockets and ev en
drone attacks c an be defended
against.  Each regiment has  8
launc hers. Each launcher has 4
missiles. That is , a regiment can
fire 32 missiles at a time. The
command centre of this  sy stem
tracks the attacking missile or aircraft
from a distance of 600 km and then
it is destroy ed in the range of 2 km
to 400 km. This sy stem can track
80 targets at a time and can destroy
them w hen they  come in range. If
needed, it can be loaded on the truck
and carried forw ard and ev en then,
it becomes ready  for attack in just
10 to 15 minutes. If this sy stem is
deploy ed then it becomes ready  for
retal ia tion w ith in  3 minutes of
receiv ing the signal. The radar of

this sy stem cannot be jammed.
On October 5, 2018, India had

signed a deal w ith Russia for fiv e
regiments of S-400 w ith Russia for
$5.43 billion i.e . about Rs 39,000
crore.  This ty pe of air defence
sy stem is v ery  much needed for
India to deal w ith the air attacks from
China and Pakistan. China not only
has a large number of good fighter
aircraft but also has a large stock of
long-range ballistic missiles.

The US had ex pressed strong
displeasure over this deal of Russia
w i th Ind ia.  America had also
threatened to impose sanctions on
India under the CAATSA Act. But
India had made it clear that it would
not ac cept any  c ontro l  ov er
decisions on its defence needs.

New  Delhi, 21st Dec, 2021:
The Rajy a Sabha on Monday
passed the ‘Narcotic Drugs and
Ps y chotropic  Subs tanc es
(Amendment) Bil l, 2021’ w ith a
v oic e v ote to rectify  a drafting
“anomaly ”  c reated by  a 2014
amendment to the parent legislation.

How ev er , the Oppos ition
parties did not take part in the debate
and raised the issue to rev oke the
s uspension of 12 M Ps  and
demanded sacking of Minister of
State for Home Ajay  Mishra Teni
ov er his jailed son Ashish Mishra’s
inv olv ement in Uttar Pradesh’s
Lakhimpur  Kheri  incident that
claimed liv es of eight people as a
v ehicle allegedly belonging to him
mow ed them on October 3.

Speaking on the Bill, Finance

Parliament passes NDPS
(Amendment) Bill

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
the NDPS (Amendment) Bill, 2021
seeks amendment to the Narcotic
Drugs  and Ps y c hotropic
Substances Act, 1985.

The Bill rectifies a drafting
“anomaly ”  created by  a 2014
amendment to the parent legislation.

The anomaly  crept in w hen
the N arc otic  Drugs and
Psy chotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act w as amended in 2014 to allow
better  medical ac cess to narcotic
drugs and remov e state barriers in
trans por ting and licensing of
essential narcotic drugs.

The 2021 amendment contains
a legislativ e declaration about what
one section refers to. It says Section
2 clause (v i iia) corresponds to
clause (v iiib) in Section 27, since

2014, w hen the prov ision w as first
brought in.

Section 27A of the NDPS Act,
1985, prescribes the punishment for
financing illicit traffic and harbouring
offenders. In 2014, a substantial
am endment w as  m ade to the
NDPS Act to allow  for better medical
access to narcotic drugs. In Section
2(v iii )a, the am endment defined
“essential drugs”; under Section 9,
i t a l low ed the manufac ture,
possession, transport, import inter-
State,  ex port in ter -State,  sale,
purchase, consumption and use of
essential narcotic drugs. But before
the 2014 amendment, Section 2(v iii)
already  ex isted and contained a
catalogue of offences for w hich the
punishment is prescribed in Section
27A.

122 Students of IITs, IIMs,
Central Institutes Committed
Suicide During 2014-21: Govt

Port Bla ir, 21st Dec, 2021: A
total of 122 students of IITs,  IIMs,
central  un iv ers ities  and other
centrally funded higher educational
institutions committed suicide during
2014-21, the Lok  Sabha w as
informed on Monday.

In w ri tten res pons e to a
question in Lok Sabha,  Union
Education Minis ter Dharm endra
Pradhan said that of the 122 students
w ho c om m itted s u icide, 24
belonged to Scheduled Caste (SC),
41 to Other Backw ard Classes
(OBC),  three to Scheduled Tribe
(ST).  Three suc h students  w ere
from Minority  category.

According to data shared by
the min ister , 121 incidents of
suicides by  the s tudents of Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian
Institutes of Management ( IIMs),
Indian Institute of Science ( IISc),
central univ ersities and other higher
educational ins ti tu tions  w ere
reported during the period.

T he num ber of s u icide

incidents by  students of various IITs
during the period w as 34, w hile four
students from di fferent IIMs had
committed suicide.

N ine s tudents from IISc
Bangalore and Indian Institu tes of
Science Education & R esearch
(IISERs) had committed su icide
during 2014-21, w hile four  such
students w ere from Indian Institutes
of Information Technology  (IIITs).
The highest num ber of student
s uicides  w ere from  c entra l
univ ersi ties (37), fol low ed by
National Institutes of Technology
(NITs) w hich reported 30 incidents
of student suicides. The gov ernment
and Univ ersity  Grants Commission
(U GC ) hav e tak en s ev era l
initiativ es to check the incidents of
harassment and discrimination of
students.  U GC (R edres sal of
Gr iev anc es  of Students )
Regulations , 2019 hav e been
formulated to safeguard the interests
of the students. Further, the ministry
has undertaken various steps such

as  peer  ass is ted learning,
introduction of technical education
in regional languages for students in
order to ease the academic stress,
Pradhan said. “The gov ernment
initiativ e, named MANODARPAN,
covers a w ide range of activ ities to
prov ide psy chological support to
students, teachers and families for
menta l and emotional w ellbeing
dur ing the Cov id outbreak and
bey ond. In addition, institutions
conduct w orkshops/seminars on
happiness and w ellness, regular
s es sions on y oga, induction
programm es,  ex trac urr icu lar
ac tiv i ties including s ports and
cultural activ ities and appointment
of student counsellors for ov erall
personal ity  dev elopment and de-
s tres sing students.  “ F ur ther ,
students, w ardens and caretakers
are sensitised to bring to notice the
signs of depress ion in fe llow
students to the authorities s o that
timely  clinical consultation may  be
prov ided, he added.

Port Blair,  21st Dec, 2021:
Chandigarh’s Harnaaz Sandhu’s
Tw itter bio reads , “Shine like the
w hole Univ erse is y ours,”  and it
certainly  is, as she w as crow ned
the 70th Mis s Univ erse at the
Univ erse Dome in Eilat, Is rael.
Sandhu is the thi rd w inner of the
title from India, after Sushmita Sen
and Lara Dutta w ho w on the
prestigious spot in 1994 and 2000
respectively. The entire nation is still
in the celebratory  mode. Did y ou
know  that the 21-y ear-old has not
just w on the prestigious title? There
are a lot of perks of w inning the title.
Here, let’s dig into the aw ards and
benefi ts that come w ith the ti tle of
Miss Univ erse.Also

The C row n Worth Rs 37
Crore- The official name of the Miss
U niv ers e c row n is  the M is s
Univ erse Mouaw ad Pow er of

What all has Miss Universe
2021 Harnaaz Sandhu won?

Unity  Crow n. Acc ording to a
reports, the crow n is w orth USD 5
mill ion w hich is around R s 37
crores . On the official w ebs ite of
Mouaw ad, the des cription can be
read as: “The Miss Universe Power
of Unity  Crow n is a unique, bespoke
w ork of extraordinary  craftsmanship
that carries a powerful message w ith
it to the w orld that sy mbolises the
com muni ty  of w om en from all
around the w orld w hose bonds unite
them.”  

Th e W h o o pi n g  Pri z e
Money- The beauty queen has been
rewarded w ith hefty price money of
USD 2.50,000 w hich is around Rs
1.89 Crores. She has also w on a
w hooping price money  from the
Miss Univ erse Organisation.

T he Sw anky  New  York
Apartment- Reportedly, Harnaaz is
allowed to stay at the Miss Univ erse

apartment for an y ear and she has
to share it w ith Miss USA. All her
ex pens es including groc eries,
clothing etc w ill  be borne by  the
organisation.

A Team  of Profes sional
Ex perts Alw ay s by  Her Side- The
Miss Univ erse w ill also get a team
of professionals , w hich includes
mak eup ar tists,  photographers,
professional stylists, dermatologists,
nutritionists, dentists etc. for a y ear.

Free Travel And Exclusive
Entr y- The list of rew ards doesn’t
end here. The 21-y ear-old w ill get
ac cess  to ex c lus iv es  parties,
c onc er ts , s c reenings  and
prem ieres . She w il l  get the
oppor tuni ty  to tour the w orld
throughout the y ear  w ith Miss
Univ erse Organisation taking care
of the accommodation and food
charges for a whole year.
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AIC India Recruitment 2021,
Apply 31 MT & Hindi Officer

Vacancies @ www.aicofindia.com
AIC India Recru itment 2021 | Management Trainee & Hindi  Officer Posts | Total

Vacancy  31 | Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Recruitment Notification @
w w w.aicofindia.com

AIC India Recruitment 2021: Agricu lture Insuranc e Company  of India Limited (AIC) a
leading Crop Insurance C ompany, inv ites  online applications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm ent of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer -2021-22/], there are 31 v ac ancies w ill be filled by  AIC
Agric ulture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates w ho are
searching Central gov ernment jobs Kindly  make the online registration from 23.11.2021. As
per the AIC Recruitment notification, online applications  w ill be receiv ed up to 13.12.2021.
AIC Insurance recruitment notification & AIC of India recruitment Apply  online link is av ailable
@ w ww .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company  of India selection w ill be based on Online Ex am and
Personal Interv iew . Selected candidate w ill be at anyw here in India. Candidates w ho are seeking
Engineering jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, experience and
etc. Candidates apply ing for the post of Management Trainee should apply  for any ONE discipline
only. Not more than one application for the post of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer should be
submitted by  any  candidate. More details of AIC Agriculture v acancy, upcoming AIC Insurance
Jobs notices, syllabus, answer key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming notifications
and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get information of MT & Other like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode, fee and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,
age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

OPaL Recruitment 2021(New), Apply
Executive Vacancies @ www.opalindia.in

OPaL Recru itment 2021 | Ex ecutiv e Pos ts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |
ONGC  OPAL Job Notification @ w w w .opalindia.in

OPaL Recrui tment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Lim ited (OPaL) is  going to activ ate
the online application link for OPaL Ex ecutiv e v acancy. In OPAL latest v acancy  notification,
they  are announced 13 v acanc ies in fol low ing func tions  such as M arketing, Mater ial
Management, Information Technology  & Company  Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Gov ernment jobs w ill be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to s ubmit the online applic ation form for OPAL job notification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 noti fication & apply  onl ine link for this current job openings w ill be
updated @ w w w .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pect competent personnel at ex ecutiv e cadre to fill up this ONGC OPAL latest
v acancy  2021. Candidates must hav e prov en track record in Petrochemicals/ related industry
to apply  for this ONGC Petro additions v acancy. Before apply ing, aspirants need to check the
eligibility. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interv iew . Incomplete application or
applications receiv ed after the last date w ill be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
w ill be prov ided on CTC basis . More deta ils of ONGC  Petro additions recrui tment,
w w w .opalindia.in recruitment, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite. Visit w ww .opalindia.in to get more career opportunity  @ ONGC
OPaL. Link for OPaL Latest v acancy  has prov ided below . For lates t updates, c heck @
w ww .dailyrecruitment.in.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188
Group  C Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

AFFIDAVIT 
I  Shri Dayal Chandra Das, Army No.10535751A Rank-

LNK, S/0- Amullya Ch. Das, D.O.B. 06/04/1966., R/O-
Sagardweep village, Smith Island, Diglipur Tehsil, N&M Andaman
District do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as follows.- 

1. That I am the permanent resident of these Islands. 
2. That my mother’s actual and correct name is Dulu Rani

Das but due to bonafide mistakes her name has been wrongly
recorded as Dulu Bala Das instead of Dulu Rani Das in my Service
record in the Department of Territorial Army. 

3. That I hereby declare that Dulu Bala Das and Dulu Rani
Das are the name of one and same identical person. 

The above made statements are true to the best of my
knowledge and belief and I have not suppressed any material
fact. 

DEPONENT

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in
GRSE R ecruitment 2021 | Superv isor & Other Posts | Total Vacanc ies 15 | Las t Date

19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ w w w .grse.in
GRSE Recruitment 2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers L imited inv i tes

online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the fol low ing
posts on fix ed term. T here are 15 v acanc ies w i ll be filled by  GR SE Lim ited. Now  it has
published the recru itment adv ertisement [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:
01/2021] for engagement of Superv isor & Des ign Assistant Superv isor  posts & pos t w ise
v acancy  details are giv en below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central gov t
those candidates kindly  make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidates kindly  submit y our hard copy  of the online form to giv en address on
or before 28.12.2021. Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited selection w ill be based
on Wri tten Test and test w i ll be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Superv isor recruitment online
applic ation link and GRSE Kolkata Recrui tment notification is av ailable in  official w ebsite.
Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification,
age limit, ex perience and etc. Applications v ia online mode only w ill be accepted. More details
of GRSE latest notification, latest jobs, upcoming GRSE v acancies, merit list, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. w ill be av ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How  to apply GRSE Recruitment Notification 2021
Go to official w ebsite grse.in.
Click “Career”  find the adv ertisement “GRSE Employ ment Notification No. HR/SUP:01/

2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS – ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)” ,
click on the adv ertisement.

Notification w ill open read it and check Eligibility.
Go to ->jobapply.in/grse2021app
Find the link, click on the link.
If y ou are new  user, y ou hav e to make registration otherw ise y ou may  login to y our

account then start to apply.
Finally click submit button and take the print of the application form.
You may  v isit GRSE careers to get more details about GRSE recruitment. Here y ou w ill

get information of Apprentice & Trainee posts like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.dailyrecruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates &
upcoming govt ex ams.

Notice Inviting e-Tenders
     No. 130-DB/RCD/e-tender/2021-22/ 3570      Wimberly

Gunj Dt.   17/12/2021
      The Executive Engineer, Road Construction Division, A.P.W.D.,
Wimberly Gunj invites on behalf of President of India online Item
rate tenders from contractors open for all irrespective of their
enlistment in APWD or any other Govt. Department subject to the
condition that they have experience on executing the relevant
magnitude of work as per CPWD works manual and with other
GOI Organizations in these Island and do not have any adverse
remarks: -
1. NIT No. 80/EE/RCD/APWD/WG/21-22 (Tender ID:

2021_APWD_4707_1).
Renovation of Toilet Block at Govt Secondary School Shoal
Bay-12 under Wimberly Gunj Sub Division, RCD, APWD,
Wimberly Gunj.

    Estimate Cost:-  ‘. 13,49,718/- Time of completion:-     04
(Four) Months.

2. NIT No. 81/EE/RCD/APWD/WG/21-22 (Tender ID:
2021_APWD_4709_1).
A/R & M/O Res idential Building under EE,RCD, APWD,
Wimberly Gunj during 2021-22.S.W:- Repairs of Residential
quarter Ty-I WG 28 and 29 at Gudda Basthi under AE-I
Wimberly Gunj.  Estimate Cost:-   ‘.6,52,853/- Time of
completion:-     04 (Four) Months

3. NIT No. 83/EE/RCD/APWD/WG/21-22 (Tender ID:
2021_APWD_4710_1).
Renovation of Kisan Karyashala (Agriculture Sub depot) at
Templemyo. Es timate Cost:-  ‘ .14,39,747/- Time of
completion:-     02 (Two) Months

4. NIT No. 84/EE/RCD/APWD/WG/21-22 (Tender ID:
2021_APWD_4711_1).
Renovation of Kisan Karyashala (Agriculture Sub depot) at
Wimberly Gunj.  Estimate Cost:-  ‘.11,15,445/- Time of
completion:-     04 (Four) Months
Last date of Submission: 12/01/2022 at 3.00 PM and Opening
date : 14/01/2022 at 10.00 AM.
        The bid forms and other details can be obtained from
the website – https://eprocure.andaman.gov.in/nicgep/app.
IP/8313/21
2021/MediaRelease/967

Stay Home! Stay Safe!

PRESS NOTE
This is to in form to the passengers/general public
that the vessel MV Chowra which was supposed to
sail for Nancowry via Chowra, Teressa & Katchalon
23.12.2021 (Thus) will now sail on 24.12.2021 (Fri)
at 0800 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and will  sail back to
Port Blair on 26.12.2021 (Sun) at 1700 Hrs from
Nancowry via Teressa, Chowra & Car Nicobar.

Deputy Director (SS)
A & N Admn.
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OPEN SECRET

SEBI BANS LAUNCH OF NEW DERIVATIVE
CONTRACTS OF CRUDE PALM OIL

Markets watchdog Sebi has banned the
launch of new derivative contracts of crude
palm  oil, m oong, w heat and few other
agricultural commodities with immediate effect
amid rising inflation.

With respect to running contracts, no
new position will be allowed to be taken and
only squaring up of positions will be allowed.
The directions will be applicable for one year,
Sebi said in a release on Monday.

Launch of new contracts of paddy (non-
basmati), wheat, soybean and its derivatives,
crude palm oil and moong have been barred
till further orders.

The list includes chana, and mustard
seeds and its derivatives (its complex).
The derivativ e contracts  for  these
commodities were suspended earlier this
year.

Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research at HDFC Securities, said
banning derivatives for seven agricultural
commodities for one year seems to be a
knee jerk reaction to the unrelenting
inflation pressure from food items.

National Commodity and Derivatives
Exchange Ltd (NCDEX) said no fresh
positions, including intra-day, will be
allowed in respect of futures and options
contracts of certain commodities and only
squaring up of existing positions will be
allowed.

"N o new  futures  and opt ions
contracts will be launched till further notice
in any of the commodities listed...,"
NCDEX said in a circular.

The commodities l isted are wheat,
chana, rapeseed - mustard seed, soybean,
refined soy oil, hipro soybean meal, crude
palm oil, moong and NCDEX Soydex.

In a circular, commodity bourse MCX
said no fresh position, including intra-day, will
be allowed in respect of futures contract of
crude palm oil on the exchange from Monday.

Only squaring up of existing position will
be allowed and no new futures contract of
crude palm oil will be launched till further notice,
it added.

National Stock Exchange (NSE), in a
circular, said all the existing contracts of Crude
D egum med Soybean Oil  Fut ures
(DEGUMSYOIL) have been suspended for
trading with immediate effect and that no new

futures contracts shall be launched till further
orders. "While some correction in prices of
these commodities may be expected in the
near term, sustained fall in the prices of these

wil l happen when the supply of these
commodities rises due to better crop or
imports.

"Inflation may dip marginally in the near
term but may then depend on whether these
prices have again risen or have sustained at
lower levels," Jasani noted.

In November, retail inflation rose to a
three-month high of 4.91 per cent, mainly due
to an uptick in food prices. During the same
month, the wholesale price-based inflation
surged to a record high of 14.23 per cent amid
hardening of prices of mineral oils, basic

metals, crude petroleum and natural
gas.

Solvent Extractors Association of
India (SEA) Executive Director B V
Mehta said the government w as
compelled to suspend futures tradings
in some farm commodities because of
the high prices of cooking oils in the
domestic market.

 "We feel that the futures trading
is also important for price discovery.
We request the government to revisit
the is sue during February,  when
mustard crops starts arriving in the
market, to ensure that farmers get right
prices for their produce and market rates
do not fall below the minimum support
price (MSP)," he added. SEA is one of
the leading industry bodies for edible oil
processors. Origo Commodities Vice
President K V Singh said the decision
to ban derivatives in seven commodities
is a "highly regressive step by the central

government". "It will have a very negative
impact on the health of the agri commodities
derivatives markets in India and the confidence
of the market participants," he added.

The most like ly  order of
s y m ptom s  that patients  w ith
COVID-19 ex perience is different
for di fferent v ariants of the SARS-
CoV-2 v irus, according to a study.

The res earchers from the
University  of Southern California in
the US w anted to know  w hether
the order of COVID-19 sy mptoms
v aried in patients from different

Likely order of Covid symptoms
depends on coronavirus variant: Study

geographical regions or with v arious
patient characteristics.

Identify ing order of sy mptom
onset of infectious diseases might
aid in  differentiating sy mptomatic
infections earlier in a population
thereby  enabl ing non-
pharmaceutical interv entions and
reducing disease spread, they said.

The study, published in the

journal  PLOS C om putational
Biology, used modelling approach
to predict sy mptom order in a set of
373,883 cases in the US betw een
January  and May 2020.

The most lik ely  sy m ptom
order differed betw een the initial
outbreak in China -- w here fev er
most often prec eded cough, and
nausea or v omiting w as a common

third sy mptom -- and
the s ubs equent
spread to the US.

In the U S,
c ough w as  m os t
likely  to be the first
s y mptom ,  and
diarrhoea w as a more
c omm on thi rd
symptom.

By  analy sing
additional data from
Brazi l,  Hong Kong
and Japan,  the team
s how ed that the
di fferent order of

symptoms w as associated not w ith
geographic region, w eather , or
patient characteristics, but w ith
SARS-CoV-2 v ariants.

The presence of the D614G
v ariant in an area—w hich w as
predominant in the US in early
2020—w as associated w ith a higher
likelihood of cough being the first
COVID-19 sy mptom ex perienced
by  patients. As Japan shifted from
the original Wuhan reference strain
to the D614G v ariant, sy mptom
order  s h i fted as w el l , the
researchers said. The study authors
hy pothesise that the increased
trans mission of D614G could be
linked to the sy mptom order.

"These findings indicate that
sy mptom order can change w ith
mutation in v iral disease and raise
the possibility that D614G v ariant is
more transmissible because infected
people are more likely  to cough in
public  before being incapac itated
w ith fev er," they  added.
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India among world's top 3 dope
violators in latest WADA report

NEW DELHI: An uptick in the
number of offenders has taken India
into the top-three of the w orld's
biggest doping v iolators in a WADA
report detailing the transgressions
for the y ear 2019 w ith body building,
w eightlifting and athletics contributing
m ajor ly  to  the c ountry ' s
embarrassing record.

In the latest report publ ished
by  the World Anti-Doping Agency,
152 (17 percent of the w or ld total)
Anti-doping R ule Vio lations
(ADRVs) w ere reported in India in
2019, leaving it third in the list w ith
the max im um dope offenders
coming from body building (57).

Among Oly mpic s por ts ,
w eightlifting leads the w ay  with 25
ADRVs, follow ed by  athletics (20)
and w restling (10). Box ing and judo
repor ted four ADRVs each.  Four
cricketers w ere also found to hav e
committed ADRVs in 2019.

A lightw eight in global sport,
India is only  behind Russia (167)

and Italy  (157), while Brazil (78) is
at fourth and Iran (70) fifth.

An ADRV is reported after a
final decision has been rendered and
a sanction (a reprimand or period of
inelig ibility ) im posed against the
athlete follow ing the conclusion of
disciplinary proceedings.

Rus sia w as banned from
fielding its national team in Toky o
Oly mpics for not comply ing w ith
international anti-doping rules.

The country  now  tops the
v iolators' list, reporting more cases
than from the prev ious report of
2018. It had gone dow n to sev enth
in the 2017, w ith 57 ADRVs.

In the prev ious WADA report
meant for anti-doping v iolations in
2018, India w as placed fourth w ith
107 ADRVs, behind Russia (144),
Italy  (132) and France (114).

Weightlifting (22) had produced
the highest number of dope offenders
in that report a lso, follow ed by
athletics (16).

A total  of 278,047 samples
w ere co llec ted by  Anti-Doping
Organisations w orldw ide in 2019,
and subs equently, analy sed by
WADA-accredited laboratories. Of
these samples, 2,701 (1 per cent)
w ere reported as Adverse Analy tical
Findings.

Based on a compilation of the
information receiv ed by  WADA till

January  31, 2021, 1,535 samples
(57 per cent) w ere confirm ed as
ADRVs (sanctions), the w orld anti-
doping watchdog said.

Am ong Oly mpic  s por ts
w orldw ide,  athletics  leads the
number of dope offenders w ith 227
(18 perc ent) ,  fo l low ed by
w eightlifting w ith 160. Bodybuilding
leads ov erall w ith 272.

Sunday,  the Secretary, PBMC
releas ed the doc umentary  titled
“ Safa i M itron Ka Sam m an” ,
produced by  Lions Club Aberdeen
Andaman in association w ith TVF
 NGO.    The  documentary   was
directed by  Mr. S.P Suresh Kumar
and Photography  by  M r R am
Krishna Bisw as. Mr Suresh Kumar
is also a member of the South
Indian Film Association. India’s
flagship sanita tion program me,
Sw achh Bharat Mission (SBM),
highlights both the importance of
latrine use, and also of “safe and
proper  disposal” . Since most of
urban India is not connected to
sew ers, the SBM recommends that
cities w ork tow ards technological,
financing and gov ernance initiatives
that w ould ensure safe faecal sludge
management.  In practice,  th is
means mechanical (i.e. truck-and-
hose) sludge remov al as opposed

to the now -illegal manual method of
empty ing toilet pits. Though there is
no official data,  but independent
surv ey s indicate that at least 1370
sanitary  w orkers  die ev ery  y ear
carry ing out w ork. As many  as 2
per cent of w orkers hav e been
estimated to die in the course of their
w ork, because of lack of protectiv e
equipm ent and minimal safety
measures.  In  any  c ase these
w ork ers  hav e m ajor  heal th
problems and tend to die early,
because of the continuous inhalation
of nox ious fumes, the susceptibility
to disease that comes from dealing
w ith faeces, and related risks. Such
w ork directly  leads to nausea, skin
infections, anaemia, diarrhoea,
v omiting, jaundice and trachoma,
w hich also affect not only  the men
w ho enter the sew ers and s eptic
tanks to clean them, but the w omen
w ho carry  uncov ered loads of

ex c reta on thei r  heads . It is
common to find cardiov as cular
degeneration, m usc uloskeletal
disorders, infections, skin diseases
and respiratory  ailments among

such workers. And as these workers
are ty pic ally  so poorly  paid, they
also suffer from undernutrition and
cannot av ail of adequate preventiv e
or curativ e health serv ices. 


