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Thought for today

When the mind is
tires, every single

action requires
great effort.

Suffered huge losses in capsize, 6 fishers urge
Admn. to provide financial assistance

FORMER CIVIC CHIEF BATS FOR
THEM, DEMANDS URGENT RELIEF

Port Blair,  Dec  5: Hav ing
suffered huge losses in the boat
capsize inc ident recently , s ix
fishermen of South Andaman are
seeking financial  assistance from
the UT  Administration. As per
sources, the fis hermen sustained
losses  to the tune of Rs 25 lakh
including fishing nets, gears etc in
the mishap, but the Depar tment of
F is heries  repor tedly  offered
assistance of just Rs 1 lakh.

On Dec 1, 2021, The six
fishermen, K Vasudev, son of Late
K Bhemmaiah, aged 48 y ears, K
Kurma Rao, son of K Barkiah, aged
51 y ears, G Saranga, son of Late
G Yerraiah, aged 52 years, B Rama
Rao, son of Late B Sriramlu, aged
42 y ears, CH Raju, son of CH
Joga Rao, aged 28 y ears and P
Malliy adri, son of Muslaiy a, aged
52 y ears, w ere on their w ay  to
Junglighat jetty. Near Snake Island

off C orby n’s Cov e coast, the
fishermen w ere caught in high tidal
w av es  and strong current after
w hich their boat capsized. The
fis herm en w ere s av ed from
drow ning by  three J et Sk i
Operators, Sonu, Naresh and Dilip.
All the three operators rescued the
fishermen and brought them safely
to the shore. Two fishermen, Sarang
and Kurma Rao were rushed to GB
Pant Hospital for treatment. The

incident caused huge losses to the
fishermen, as per reports.

The fishing boat that capsized
in the mishap cost Rs 15 lakh alone,
w hile fighting nets and other gears
on board the boat cost more than 10
lakh. How ev er, the Department of
Fisher ies has so far offered no
ass istance to the fishermen in
distress. “The fishing boat and other
gears on board the boat w as the
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Youth Congress A&N
Islands meets Rahul Gandhi

Port B lair, Dec 0 5: The
Yo u th  Co n gress Sta te
Co mmittee of A&N I slan ds
under the leadership of its past

&  p resent Presid en ts S hri
Elayara ja Alsu & Sh ri John
Ro b ert m eets its Lea d er
S hri.Rah ul Ga n dh i a t his

resid en ce an d  d iscussed
va rio u s Orga n iza tio n a l
Matters related to Cong ress
party in A&N Islands

Port Blair, Dec 05: Mr
Manojit Halder, President,
BBCC, Billiground met the
Mem ber of Parliament,
Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma
and ex plained that due to
sudden uninterrupted rain
including s udden
depres sion   and  natural
calami ty  since last few
w eek s c aused heav y
damage to the standing
Paddy  crops as w ell as

Interruption
in vehicle ferry

services in
M/Andaman

Port Blair, Dec 05: To carry
out preventiv e routine maintenance
w ork on board v ehicle ferry  vessel,
MVF Kadamtala operating between
Uttara and Gandhighat w ill be
w ithdraw n from serv ices for 02
day s w.e.f. 05.12.2021 from 1400
Hrs. Due to abov e w ithdraw l, there
w ould be only  v ehicle ferry  v essel
MV Austin – III to cater the services
betw een Uttara and Gandhighat
during the abov e period. To clear
the rush, the av ailable v ehicle ferry
shall shuttle/ operate continuously
in the abov e route during the abov e
period, w ithout maintaining the fix ed
scheduled time. Al l out effor ts are
being made to restore the operations
of MVF Kadamtala as early  as
possible, a release said.

Ruchi Ahuja appointed as State Prez of
A&N Islands Rahul Priyanka Gandhi Sena

Port Blai r, Dec 5:  In recognition
of her hardwork & loyalty towards the
party,  S mt.Ruchi  Ahuja has been
appointed as State President Rahul
Priyanka Gandhi S ena She received
her appointment letter from _Hon’ble
Member of Parliament Shri.Kuldeep
Rai Sharma  in the presence of Mahila
Congress & other party members. We
wish her the very best in her  new role.

Ensure early resolution of
power problems in South

Andaman, Swaraj Dweep: MP
Port B la i r,  Dec  05:  The

Member of Parliament demands to
s olv e the iss ues of frequent
interruption in pow er supply  in
Swaraj Dweep and South Andaman
region The Member of Parliament
of Andaman and N icobar Islands,
Mr. Kuldeep R ai Sharm a has
requested the Lt. Gov ernor of
Andam an and Nic obar Islands to
direct the Electricity  Department to
immediately  address the pow er cut
issues of Sw araj Dw eep and south
Andam an region,  w hic h has
becom e an increasing source of
discomfort and harassment for the
islanders.

Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma
stated mentioned that people of the
South Andaman region,  Sw araj
Dw eep Island are facing huge
problems due to frequent pow er
interruption, w hich is not on ly
causing great inconv enience to the
public but also leav ing a negativ e
impact on Touris m Industry . The
children are also suffering heav ily
as due to frequent pow er cuts they
are unable to focus on their studies,
he m entioned. The Mem ber of
Parliament pointed out that in Port
Blair and adjoining areas  of South
Andaman,  people are w i tnessing
power interruption for nearly 8 to 10

times a day, w hich is leav ing the
public  deeply  ups et and
disappointed. He mentioned that in
Swaraj Dw eep there are pow er cuts
of sev en to eight hours on a daily
basis just because the requirement
of pow er is more and supply  is less.

The MP said that according to
the public, a new DG Set sanctioned
for Sw araj Dw eep has al ready
reached Port Blair  but that has not
been shipped to Sw araj Dw eep y et.
Sw araj  Dw eep being a hotspot of
touris m activ ities, many  people
associated w ith the tourism industry
are suffering a heavy  loss on a daily
basis, he added.

PORT BLAIR, DEC 05/—/
 The Pradesh Congress committee
A&N Islands under the leadership
of Shri Rangalal Halder, President,
PCC  and Shr i. T SG Bhas ker
Chairman, Campaign committee

Rangalal’s humane side: helps
bereaved family of  Diglipur

performed the final rites of a patient
w ho belongs to Sita Nagar Diglipur.
There w as no one to perform his
funeral ceremony.

Realizing the seriousness of
the problem, Shri.Rangalal Halder

reac hed G. B Pant
hospital and receiv ed
the dead body * at
10.00 AM along w ith
his  team  members
n a m e l y
Shri.M.A.Sajid (State
Pres ident N SUI) ,
S h r i . S a j i
Verghese, Shri.Amir
Bux , Shri . Ibrahim
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Port Blair, Dec 05: The Deputy
Commissioner of South Andaman,
Shri Suneel Anchipaka,  along with
team of offic ia ls  from A & N
Administration v isi ted Sw araj
Dweep on Saturday  and held series

New  Delhi, 5th Dec, 2021:
Sex ual harassment at w orkplace
complaints should not be defeated
by  hyper-technical interpretation of
serv ice rules, the Supreme Court
on Fr iday  held w hile reminding
courts that they  should uphold the
spirit of the law  that seeks to protect
the v ic tims  agains t s ex ual

DC visits Swaraj Dweep, assures
solution to problems of residents

of m eeting w ith stak eholders
regard ing the iss ues pertain ing to
Sw araj Dw eep post pandemic
relax ation. A meeting w as held at
Dolphin Resort, Sw araj Dw eep w ith
political  parties, boat ass ociation,

tour and trav el  agents and
deliberated the issues faced by them
and assured redressal of issues after
deliberations with higher authorities.

The team of officials v isited the

Courts should uphold spirit
of right against sexual

harassment: Supreme Court
harassment.

A benc h of justic es
Dhananjay a Y Chandrac hud and
AS Bopanna said: “We w ould also
like to highlight a rising trend of
inv alidation of proceedings inquiring
into sex ual misconduct, on hy per-
technica l interpretations of the

See... Page 02

See... Page 02

Port B la i r,  Dec  05:  The
Department of Rural Dev elopment,
A&N Adm inistration has been
re lentless ly  im plem enting the

MP assures assistance to
rain-affected farmers in

Middle Andaman

Port B la i r,  Dec  05:  The
International Human Rights and
Crime Control C ouncil (IHRCCC)

PMAY-Gramin in isles treads towards realizing
goal of ‘Housing For All’ by March 2022

Pradhan Mantri Aw aas Yojana –
Gramin, the flagship scheme of the
Gov ernment of India acros s the
Is lands since its inception by

prov iding a pucca house w ith basic
amenities inclusiv e of a hy gienic
cooking space to the houseless w ith
financial assistance of Rs.1.2 lakh
along w ith 90 pers on day s of
unskilled labour w age amounting to
Rs. 24,030/- through conv ergence
w ith Mahatm a Gandhi National
Rura l Employ ment Guarantee
Sc hem e (M GN R EGS).
Addi tionally , an inc entiv e of
Rs.12,000 for construction of toilets
through conv ergence w ith Sw achh
Bharat M ission – Gramin (SBM-
G) is  a ls o prov ided to the
beneficiaries.

IHRCCC conducts Swatcha
Abhiyan at Dollyjung

had organized a Sw atch Bharath
abhiy an at Marine colony, Dolly jung
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Christmas carol service at YMCA
Port Blair, Dec 05: YMCA

Ecum enic al C hr istm as  c aro l
service w as held in YMCA Hall on
Saturday  in  a grand m anner.
Different churches participated w ith

carol  songs  in w itnes sing the
Chris tmas  Ev e. Mr.  Melsingh
Salv iour  w elcomed the gathering
on behalf of YMC A board of
Directors . Fr. Simolin , Di rector of

SU RABI share the Chris tm as
greeting m es sage.  T he prize
distr ibution of the Bible painting
completion w as facilitated on this
ev e too.
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EDITORIAL
You read on the internet

Back in 2017,  during the golden age of # FakeNews,
Ivanka Trump tweeted a quote that she at tributed to
Albert  Einstein:  “If the facts  don’t  fit  the theory, change
the facts .” Einstein had said no such thing but, as one
user pointed out  in a tweet that  went v iral, t he fact that
he didn’t only  made Trump’s tweet that  much better.
The meta-ness of the joke would have bewildered us in
the good old analog days,  but  not  today,  with the
transformation of the internet into a fake quote factory.

The most  recent  high-profi le fake internet quote
incident involved no less personages than Frida Kahlo
and whoever handles the Twit ter account of New York ’s
Museum of  Modern Art (MoMA ). Along with a 1940 self
port rait  by Kahlo, which shows her with cropped hair
and wearing a suit , MoMA tweeted words that have been
at tributed to the late Mexican artist for at least 10 years:
“I used to think I was the s trangest person in the world
but then I t hought there are so many people in the world,
there must be someone just  like me who feels  bizarre
and f lawed in the same ways I do.” It turns out that  this
moving, utterly  relatable ref lection came not  from K ahlo,
but  from a then 17-year-old Canadian girl, who had
writt en it on a blog in 2008 in a f lash of  teenage angst.

To be fair, in the mat ter of fake quotes, the internet
— and soc ial media,  in particular— has only built  upon
something that has existed for as long as human beings
have been communicating. A s any person who likes to
win arguments knows, nothing quite set tles a debate like
a well-place d (preferably  fake) qu ote f rom an
authoritative source.  It’s like Mark Twain,  one of the
internet’s favourite sources of fake quotes once said: “It
is  my belief t hat  nearly any invented quotat ion, played
with conf idence, s tands a good chance to deceive.”
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RAJYA SABHA LOST 52.30% OF SITTING
TIME IN WINTER SESSION’S FIRST WEEK

COVID-19
Vaccination

going smoothly
in isles

Port B la i r,  Dec  05:  The
v acc ination driv e is c ontinu ing
smooth ly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 5, 61,083
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx .). A total of 1,76,169 eligible
people in the age group of 18 to 44
y ears have been vaccinated till date.
A total  of 2475 people w ere
v acc inated in these islands on
Saturday. 2106 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in South Andam an
Dis tr ic t,  out o f w hic h 131
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44 y ears.  Sim ilar ly, 369
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
North & Middle Andaman Dis trict
out of w hich 12 beneficiaries w ere
in the age group of 18-44.

Rangalal’s humane.. from... Page 01
baba,Shri.Abdul Shabir(Congress
Leaders ), Shri . Anic k Das and
Shri .Zubai r Ali  (State General
Secretary  of NSUI)   and brought it
to  the Shams han Ghar  at
J unglighat. w here the funera l
ceremony w as done around 1 PM.

This act by  Congress Party  has
show n us the spirit of Humanity  is
s ti ll  a l iv e in  the Is lands .
Shri.R angalal Halder said entire
congress party   is alway s ready to
help islanders no matter w hatev er
be the situation

IHRCCC conducts.. from... Page 01
on 5th December 2021 and clear
the w aste lay ing in the colony. The
Sw atcha abhiy an w as carried out
by  the official & members of the
IHR CC C .  T he IHR C CC  is

conducting repeated cleaning driv e
in urban and rural areas. T he
As s oc iation re i terated i ts
commitment to support the Nobel
initiativ e of cleaning and green India

MP assures .. from... Page 01
Rav i crops of farmers in many
v illages of N & M Andaman district.
Hearing the fac t MP assured me

that he w ill table the griev ances to
administration for appropriate relief
package.

DC visits Swaraj.. from... Page 01
fish market and took rev iew  of the
renovation w orks being undertaken.
Directions w ere giv en to EE PRI,
to ex pedite the renovation w ork and
make the market operational as early
as possible.  The Vegetable market
area and the toilet complex  under
the project of Rural Development in
Market area w ere also rev iew ed
by  the officia ls. The team  further
v isited the Sw araj Dw eep jetty  area
w ith concerned stake holders and
local representatives and rev iew ed
the status of approach road. The
repres entativ es of c oncerned
depar tment w ere di rec ted to
immediately  take up the issue of the
repair of road near jetty  area. The
Deputy  C omm is sioner,  South
Andaman also interacted w ith the

tourists at the Jetty  area and enquired
about the facilities av ailab le at the
tourist spots and further suggestions,
if any  required to be implemented at
the Sw araj Dw eep.

The officials also inspected the
proposed si te for parking area
alongw ith all  stakeholders and
rev iew ed the conditions of roads at
Sw araj  Dw eep. T he Deputy
Commiss ioner, South Andaman
also v isited the Primary  Health
C entre (Health  and Wel lnes s
Centre) and had interaction w ith
Medical Officer along w ith local
representativ es . The team  also
interacted w ith patients and noted
the gr iev ances and as sured
upgradation of fac ilities as w ell as
staff at the Health Centre.

PMAY-Gramin in .. from... Page 01
Out of the target 1337

beneficiaries, the Department has
already  constructed 965 houses.
372 benefic iar ies hav e been
prov ided installments are in various
stages of c ons truction of the ir
houses and a large number of them
are ex pected to complete the house
by  December 2021.

One beneficiary  Shr i Simon
Kujur had a very  dilapidated kutcha
house in Bamboo Nallah, Rutland.
He is a farmer by  profession and
earning his liv el ihood by  farming.
He has two daughters and two sons.
U nder  PM AY(G),  he w as
sanctioned a house in the financial
y ear 2020-21. He completed the
construction of house in a v ery  short
period w ith the assistance prov ided
under PM AY-G, 90 person-day s’
w ork under MGNREGA and his
ow n res ourc es  amounting to
Rs.3.00 lakhs des pite all odds of
COVID lockdow n. He ex pressed
his gratitude tow ards the Department
of Rural Dev elopment for prov iding
him 50 sq mtr land and financial
assistance of under PMAY (G) for

construc tion of the hous e. He
cheerfully ex pressed that earlier his
children had to stay  aw ay  from
family  in Ashram w ithin city  limits
for education purpose. At least now
after the construction of h is new
house in Kodiy aghat, they  w ill all
get to stay  together.

          It has been noticed that
there has been a huge boost in the
feeling of Social Status, Self-worth,
C onfidenc e Lev el,  Sens e of
Ow nership, Feel ing of Safety  &
Securi ty, Improv ement in Health,
Ov era ll  Quali ty  of L i fe ,  and
Satisfaction after construction of
New  Houses of the beneficiaries.

At th is  s tage of
implementation, it is w orth to note
that the scheme is now  p lay ing a
v i tal role in  fos ter ing sec urity,
w elfare and social w ell-being of the
rural populace by  prov iding safe,
stable and secure atmospheres for
them  and espec ial ly  w omen,
children and other v ulnerable groups
too. The RD department ex pects to
reach a total completion of 1000
houses by  the end of this y ear.

New Delhi, 5th Dec, 2021:
The Rajya Sabha lost 52.30 per
cent of the scheduled sitt ing
time during the first week of the
ongoing Winter  Session of
Parliament on account of
“disruptions and forced
adjournments”  due to the
constant protests by opposition

parties, news agency ANI
reported on Sunday.

However , the situation
seemed to be returning to
normal as the productivity in

the Upper House remained
above 95 per cent on the last
two days of the week that
ended on December 3, ANI
also repor ted. The best
productivity of 100 per cent
was reported on Friday, as per

the report.
Since the commencement

of Parliament’s Winter  Session
on Monday, there have been
continuous disruptions in the
functioning of both Houses
due to the protests by the
members of opposition parties.

In a move that fur ther
fuelled anger in opposition
leaders, 12 of their lawmakers
in Rajya Sabha were
suspended from the Winter
Session on the very fir st day
on Monday follow ing a
motion brought in by the
government.

The members were
suspended for  alleged unruly
conduct towards the end of the
Monsoon Session in August
when marshals were called
after  opposition leader s
stormed the Well of the House
dur ing the passage of the
General Insurance Business

(Nationalisation) Amendment
Bill, 2021.

Among the suspended
members six are from the
Congress — Phulo Devi Netam,
Chhaya Verma, R ipun Bora,
Rajamani Patel, Syed Nasir
Hussain and Akhilesh Prasad
Singh. Dola Sen and Shanta
Chhetri are from the Trinamool
Congress, Shiv Sena’s Pr iyanka
Chaturvedi and Anil Desai, the
CPI’s Binoy Viswam and CPI(M)
leader  Elamaram Kareem.

On Fr iday, Rajya Sabha
chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
held discussions w ith some
opposition leader s and
ministers to urge both sides to
fur ther discuss their stated
views on the suspension of 12
members of the House in the
wake of their demand for  a
revocation.

The Winter Session began
on November 29 and is likely
to conclude on December 23.

Courts should uphold.. from... Page 01
appl icable serv ice rules… It is
important that courts uphold the spirit
o f the r ight agains t s ex ual
harassment, w hich is v ested in all
persons as a part of their right to life
and right to dignity  under Article 21
of the Constitution.”

T he c our t m ade the
observ ation w hile dealing w ith an
appeal filed by  the Border Security
Force (BSF) challenging a 2018
order of the Calc utta high court,
w hich set aside the discip linary
proc eedings against a head
constable w ho sex ually  assaulted
a male constable under him , and
di rected the head cons table ’s
reinstatement.

T he al leged act w as
categor is ed as a “disgrac eful
conduc t of an unnatural kind”  for
w hich a summary  security  force
court held that head constable guilty,
and demoted him  to the post of
constable as punishment.

The high court order later relied
on technical arguments raised by
the accused — the principal among
them  that the original record of
ev idence (RoE) w as insufficient to
prov e the charge and the order of
the comm andant, w ho ordered a
summary  enquiry, did not hav e
jurisdiction to prepare an additional
RoE.

The top court bench said: “ It
is important to be mindful of the
pow er dy namics that are mired in
sex ual harassment at the w orkplace.
There are sev era l considerations
and deterrents that a subordinate
aggrieved of sex ual harassment has
to face w hen they  consider reporting
sex ual misconduct of their superior.
In the present case, the complainant
w as a c ons table c omplaining
against the res pondent w ho w as
the head constable – his superior.”

The bench w as of the v iew
that the existence of transformativ e
legislation may  not come to the aid
of persons aggr iev ed of s ex ual
haras s m ent i f the appel la te
mechanisms turn the process into a
punishment. The judgment implored
courts to interpret serv ice rules and
statutory  regulations gov erning the
prev ention of sexual harassment at
the w orkplace in a manner  that
m etes  out proc edura l  and
substantiv e justice to all the parties.

T he benc h found the
conclusion arriv ed at by  the high
court to be erroneous, and set it
aside by  say ing, “ It is ev ident that
the discrepancy  regarding the date
of occurrence w as of a minor nature
since the ev ent occurred soon after
midnight and on the nex t day.
Deeming such a triv ial aspect to be

of monumental relev ance, w hile
inv al idating the enti rety  of the
disciplinary  proceedings against the
respondent and re instating him to
his position renders the complainant
‘s remedy  at naught.”

T he c om plaint by  the
constable dated back to April 2006.

The v ictim alleged that w hile
he w as on duty at his night post, his
superior of the 72nd Battalion came
and assaulted him sex ually. Under
the BSF Ac t, s uch conduct is
punishable w ith a jail term of up to
sev en y ears. After the security  force
court reduced his rank, the BSF
DGP, on appeal, restored his rank
but reprimanded him w ith a forfeiture
of fiv e y ears of serv ice for promotion
and s ev en y ears  of serv ic e for
pension. “The history  of legal
proceedings suc h as these is a
major fac tor that contributes to the
deterrence that c iv il and cr iminal
mechanis ms pose to persons
aggriev ed of sexual harassment,”
the bench noted, referring to the 15
y ears that this matter took from the
time of filing of complaint ti ll the
decision in Supreme Court.

The accused had got tw o
fav ourable orders from a single-judge
bench of Calcutta high court in May
2009, follow ed by  the div ision bench
order that w as now  under challenge.

Suffered huge losses in.. from... Page 01
only  s ource of our liv elihood. But
all of that has been lost in the incident
of Dec 1. We urge the local
gov ernment to prov ide us  w ith
financial support to enable us sustain
our liv elihood,”  said one of the
fishermen. “They  cannot sustain
families for a day  w ithout going out
for fishing. On that fateful  day  too,
they  are out for fishing to feed their
our families. But bad w eather on
our w ay  back got them into trouble.
Near  Snake Island,  tall w av es
ov erturned their boat and they  were
sav ed from drow ning by  the three
Jet Ski Operators. But the incident
cost them dearly . The boat alone
that capsized cost Rs 15 lakh and
fishing nets and other equipments
on boat takes the total amount of
losses to more than 25 lak h.
How ev er,  the Depar tm ent of
Fisheries has so far not offered any
financial assistance to them. They
are staring at a  bleak future as
w ithout any  assistance they w on’t
be in a position to sustain their
livelihood. How  would they be able
to feed their families? The top brass

of the administration should take a
note of their plight and consider
granting financial assistance to them
to enable them resume liv elihood
activ ity,”  said Mr K Ganeshan,
former Chairpers on of Port Blair
Municipal  Counci l and senior
journalist of these islands. Three Jet
Ski Operators of these islands on
Dec 1 sav ed the six  fishermen from
drow ning off Corby n’s Cov e. The
incident occurred near Snake Island
w hen the Jet Ski Operators, Sonu,
Naresh and Dilip,  noticed the six
fishermen fighting tall w av es and
rough sea conditions near the island
after their boat capsized. All the three
operators rescued the fishermen and
brought them safe ly  to the shore.
“The operators jumped w hen they
saw  the fishermen struggling in the
sea. As the President of Andaman
Sea Adv enture As sociation,  I am
proud of the boy s  for the
ex traordinary  c ourage show n by
them  in sav ing l iv es  of the
fishermen. A big salute to our brav e
Jet Ski operator ,”  said S Jothi
Rajan.

Visakhapatnam: The Eastern
N av al  Com m and  (ENC )  of
the  Indian  Nav y  is  hosting  tw o
major ev ents  of national  and
international significance soon –
Pres ident’s Fleet Rev iew  on
February  21, 2022 follow ed by
M ILAN , a mul ti la tera l nav al
ex ercise. It is the third time the ENC
is hosting the PFR. Continuing the
tradition that endures  stil l  in
independent India, the first PFR was
featured in 1953, demonstrating the
nation’s maritime might. Howev er,
this is the first time MILAN w ill be

ENC to host two major events next year
hosted in Visakhapatnam. Its earlier
editions w ere held in Port Blair. As
a part of it, the City  of Destiny  w ould
host nearly  50 ships from the Navy,
Coast Guard and Indian Merchant
Marine for rev iew  by  President Ram
Nath Kovind, follow ed by  a fly -past
by  as m any  as  50 ai rcraft.
Elaborating about the participation
of friendly  nav ies’ in MILAN, Flag
Offic er  Comm anding- in-Chief
Eas tern Nav al c ommand Vice
Admira l Bisw ajit Dasgupta say s,
“About 45 friendly  nations are
ex pec ted to tak e part in MILAN

w hich w i ll be held from February
25, 2022. The multilateral  nav al
ex erc is e aim s  at fos ter ing
brotherhood,  c ooperation and
interoperability  amongst fr iendly
foreign nav ies. T hrough this, the
s tate of AP and the c i ty  of
Visakhapatnam w ould receiv e
significant national and international
ex posure.”  Inv itations hav e gone
to 47 friendly  foreign countries for
the MILAN, barring Pakistan and
China. The list of final inv itees w as
cleared by  the Ministry  of External
Affairs.

Port Blair, Dec 05: Training on
“Rainw ater Harvesting and Water
Management”  for the farmw omen of
Bachrapahad v il lage conc luded
rec ently .    T he  tra in ing  was
inaugurated by  Dr. Y. Ramakrishna,
Principal Scientist and Head, ICAR-
KVK, C IARI, Port Bla ir. In h is
inaugural address, he stressed the
need of effectiv e management of soil
and water resources of the island for
enhancing the production and
productiv ity  of v arious crops and

30 farmwomen of South Andaman
benefit from rainwater harvesting,

water management training by CIARI

livestock. He elaborated the need of
w ater harv esting and their efficient
application. Dr. B. K. Nanda, SMS
(Agri. Engg.), Course Director of the
training program elaborated the
design of v arious w ater harv esting
structures and their economics and
also discussed about the prev ailing
climate change and its impact on the
fragile ecosy stem of these islands. 
He urged the trainees to follow  the
v ar ious techniques inv olv ed in
creation and management of water

res ources structures for  v arious
land forms  sui ted for  is land
ec os y s tem .  Dr .  N .
Bom m ay as am y ,  S. M . S.
(Agronom y ), Dr. Pooja Kapoor,
S. M. S.  (Hom e Science) , Dr . 
Thanmai Paul, Farm  Manager of
ICAR-KVK, South Andaman also
del iv ered. A total of 30 nos.  of
trainees are benefitted. The training
w as conducted under the guidance
of Dr . Eak nath B. Chakurkar,
Director, ICAR-CIARI, Port Blair.

Por t Bla i r,  Dec  05:  Mr.
Paritosh Halder,  former Member,
A&N  Prades h C ounc i l  and
President of Andaman N icobar
Dem oc r atic  C ongre s s  has
demanded inquiry  into the state of
affairs of the N orth and M iddle
Andaman Zilla Parishad. In a letter
to the Secretary  (Law ), Mr Halder
said that offic e premises  of Zil la
Par is hed,  N o r th & M iddle
Andaman District, is under  lock
and k ey  w ith effec t from  27th

Paritosh Halder demands
inquiry into N&MZP fiasco

October 2021 as per the orders of
Ses sion Court, May abunder. At
present the said offic e is to tal ly
functionless.

“The entire stalls of the office
are s itting ideal in a c omm uni ty
Hal l  o f Panc h ay at Sam i ti ,
May abander. Around 26 lak hs
rupees hav e to pay  to a contractor
of Zi lla Par ished.  The session
Court ordered to pay  the sa id
Contrac tor , but the author ities
concerned of Zil la Par ished are

not serious enough, and are failed
to obey  the orders of the Hon’ble
session Court on time. It is usual
prac tic e that  m any  of the
depar tm ent s  of A & N
Administration are not ready  to
obey  the Court orders  this w ay
or other. The Session court had to
take this  drastic s teps to put the
office of Zilla Parished under Lock
& Key , ”  he s a id urging the
Secretary  to fix  respons ibility  on
officer /officers concerned.

Port Blair, Dec 05: The Nehru
Yuv a Kendra Port Blair organized
a one-day  training of y outh on Clean
Village Green Vi llage program in
Maharashtra Mandal on Saturday
to make people aw are and motiv ate
them about the need and importance
of cleanliness, greenery  and non-
use of plastic materials. About 100
y ouths  hav e participated in the

 ‘Clean Village Green Village’
training by NYK Port Blair

programme. On this occasion, Mr.
M Vinod, President AATO, w as the
chief guest and he made the y outh
aw are about the role of y outh on
clean v illage, green v illage. During
the training, the v arious topics were
covered by  the Resource Persons
Dr. K Venk atesan,  Ass oc iate
Professor, JNRM and Mr. Santosh
Kumar Jha, Assoc iate Professor,

JNRM - Challenges related to open
defecation in v illages, importance
of v illage sanitation, need to make
v illages plastic free and health and
s anita tion, w as te w ater
management How  to stop climate
change. use of renew able energy,
social and community  w ork for
green innov ations and medicinal and
local plant species.
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NALCO Recruitment 2021, Apply
86 Executive Vacancies @

www.nalcoindia.com
NALCO Recruitment 2021 | Manager, AGM & Other Pos ts | Total Vacancies  86 | Last

Date 07.12.2021 | Download NALCO India Recruitment Notification @ w w w .nalcoindia.com
NALCO Recruitment 2021: National Aluminium Company  Limited has issued new  job

notice [Adv t No 10210112] for appointment of Ex ecutiv es in v arious disciplines.  It is going
to start the onl ine registration process on 08.11.2021 to fill up 86 v acancies. There are 86
candidates w i ll be hired for  Dy. Manager, General Manager , Group General  Manage,
Manager, Assistant General Manager, Dy. General Manager & Sr. Manager posts and post
w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Candidates w ho are seeking central gov t jobs kindly
make the online registration up 07.12.2021.

NALCO Ex ec utiv e Recruitment 2021 Notification & NALCO India Apply  online link is
av ailable @ w w w .nalcoindia.com. Before apply  to these openings candidates must check
their eligibility  i.e. educational quali fication, age limit, ex perience and etc. NALCO India
selection w ill be based on Test/ Interv iew  and shortlisted aspirants w ill be posted at v arious
units/ locations. More details of w w w .nalcoindia.com recruitment, NALCO new  v acancy,
upcoming notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming
central gov t jobs notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

How  to apply  National Aluminium Company  Limited Recruitment 2021
Go to official w ebsite nalcoindia.com
Click “Career”  find the adv ertisement, click on the adv ertisement.
Notification w ill open read it and check Eligibility.
Back to the page, find apply  link.
If y ou are new  user, y ou hav e to make registration otherw ise y ou may  login to y our

account then start to apply.
Enter y our details correctly  and make the payment.
Finally click submit button and take the print of the application form.
You may  v isit Career page to get more details about ww w .nalcoindia.com recruitment.

Here y ou w ill get information like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and
how to apply. Keep check ww w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming
govt ex ams.

Indian Air Force Recruitment 2021,
83 Group C Civilian vacancies,
Apply @ indianairforce.nic.in

Indian Air Force Recru itment 2021 | MTS,  Cook, LDC & Other Posts | 83 Vacancies
| Last Date: Within 30 day s  | Dow nload IAF Bharti Application F orm @ indianairforce.nic.in

Indian Air Force R ecrui tment 2021: Ind ian Ai r Force (IAF) inv ites application from
eligible Indian nationals to fill up 83 v acanc ies in Group C Civ ilian posts. These v acancies
are a llocated for the post of Supdt (Store), Low er Div ision Clerk (LDC), Cook, Carpenter,
Civ i lian Mechanical  Transport Driv er, Fi reman & Multi-Tasking Staff posts in Various  Air
Forc e Stations/ Units. Candidates w ho had passed class 10th/ Class 12th are eligible to
apply  for Indian Air Force jobs. Aspirants need to submit the application w ithin 30 day s from
the date of employ ment new s.

Candidates may  dow nload the  IAF recruitment 2021 notification and application form
from w w w .indianairforce.nic.in. Selection of c andidate w ill be bas ed on w ritten test/ skill
tes t/ practic al test/ phy sic al test. M edium of ex am should be English & Hindi. Selec ted
candidates w ill be placed anyw here in India. Aspirants w ith a v alid Civ il Driv ing License are
instructed to apply  for this  IAF v acancy. No TA/ Da w ill be prov ided to attend the selection
process.  More deta ils about Indian Air  Force v acancy, admit card, sy l labus , mer it list,
selection list, results and upcoming recrui tment w ill be updated at official w ebsite.

Please v isi t w w w .indianairforce. nic.in to know  more career opportunity  at Indian Air
Force. Here y ou w ill get educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode and
steps to apply  for posts. Keep looking at w w w.daily recruitment.in to obtain latest updates.

Southern Railway Recruitment 2021,
Apply for Sports Quota Vacancies @

sr.indianrailways.gov.in
Southern Railway  Recruitment 2021 | Sports Quota | 21 Vacancies | Last Dates: 30.11.2021

| Southern Railway  Job Notification @ sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in
Southern Railw ay  Recruitment 2021: Southern Railw ay  has initiated the hiring process

by  releasing the notification for recruitment against Sports Quota for the y ear 2021-22. They  are
announced 21 v acancies the posts from Lev el 2 to Level 5 in 7th CPC Pay  Matrix . Applicants
w ho are searching for Central Gov t jobs may  apply  for this Southern Railw ay  v acancy.
Eligible & willing candidates are adv ised to dow nload the application & fill the form w ith correct
details. Capable persons need to submit the Southern Railw ay  application form on or before
30.11.2021, 17.00 Hrs.

Class 12th job seekers can apply  for this Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota recruitment
2021. Applicants should submit the filled form along w ith essential documents to apply  for this
Railw ay  jobs. Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021 notification & application form are published
at w ww .sr.indianrailway s.gov.in/ w ww .rrcmas.in. Selection process consists of trial & interv iew .
Candidates need to pay  a fee through prescribed mode on or before the last date. More details
about this Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list, results w ill be uploaded
at official w ebsite.

Eligibility Criteria for Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota Vacancy  2021
Educational Qualification : Candidates should have passed Class 12th/ Graduate degree

from recognized board/ univ ersity.
Check adv ertisement for more details.
Age Limit (As on 01.01.2022)
Age limit should be 18 y ears to 25 y ears.
Refer notification for age relax ation.
To get more details about Southern Railw ay, v isit w w w .sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in. Here

w e hav e prov ided the educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode &
steps to apply. Keep checking at w w w .daily recruitment.in for latest & upcoming notices.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188 Group C

Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

JIPMER Recruitment 2021,
Apply for Assistant Professor
Vacancies @ jipmer.edu.in

JIPMER  Recruitment 2021 | As sistant Professor Posts  | 03 Vacancies | Last Date:
02.12.2021 | JIPMER Job Notification @ jipmer.edu.in JIPMER Recruitment 2021: Jaw aharlal
Institute of Post Graduate Medical Education & Research (JIPMER) has released recruitment
notification on 03.11. 2021. As per JIPMER Puducherry  recruitment 2021 notification, they
ex pect application from eligible persons for the post of Assistant Professor posts in v arious
discipline. Central Gov ernment job seekers may  use this chance to join in JIPMER jobs. The
Last date to submit the JIPMER application form for these 03 v acanc ies is 02.12.2021.
JIPMER recruitment 2021 notification & application form are available at ww w .jipmer.edu.in.
JIPMER is going to recruit candidates on contract basis. Applicants should hav e attained the
prescribed educational qualification & age limit. 1 y ear/ 3 y ears teaching & research experience
in relev ant field is  required to apply  for JIPMER recruitm ent 2021. Appointments w il l be at
Puducherry. Contract period is 11 months. As pirants need to pay  a fee through prescribed
mode on or before the last date. They  are p lanned to hi re candidates by  conducting the
interv iew . Intimation about the interv iew  w ill be prov ided by  the Institute. More deta ils of
JIPMER  recruitment 2021, selection list,  merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite. To get more job opportunity  at JIPMER, check ww w .jipmer.edu.in.
Here w e hav e prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode &
steps to apply. Keep checking at w w w .daily recruitment.in for latest updates.

THDC Recruitment 2021, Apply
100 Apprentice Vacancies

@ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021 | ITI Trade Apprentice Posts | Total Vacancies 100 | Last Date

30.11.2021 | Dow nload THDC Recru itment Notification @ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021: THDC India Limited, A Mini Ratna Sc hedule `A’ C ompany,

inv ites application from  eligible candidates for the post of ITI Trade Apprentice in Tehri Unit.
THDC India Limi ted has recently  published the recruitment notification [Adv t. No. 01/2021]
for THDC Apprentice Recruitment 2021. There are 100 v acancies are filled by  THDC India
& T rade w ise v acancy  details  are giv en in the official  noti fication. Candidates  w ho are
searching 10th pass jobs in Central Gov t kindly  subm it the application form v ia post on or
before 30.11.2021. THDCIL recrui tment 2021 Appl ication Form and THDC Rec ruitm ent
noti fication is av ailable in THDCIL w ebsite (thdc.c o.in).  Candidates w ho are seeking ITI
jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, ex perience and etc.
The selection process of candidates w ill be based on merit list and selected candidates w ill
be undergo apprenticeship training at U ttarakhand. More details of thdc.c o.in recrui tment,
upcoming THDC India Limited notices, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming
central gov t notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite. Applicants are adv ised
to make sure that they  are meeting the eligibility  requirements as per the vacancy  notification for
the post before submitting the applications. Here y ou w ill get details of Apprentice posts like
educational quali fication, age limit, application mode, fee and how  to apply. Keep check
w w w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming gov t exams.

Air India Recruitment 2021,
Apply Manager & Other

Vacancies @ www.airindia.in
Air India Recruitment 2021 | Manager & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 10 | Last

Date 07.12.2021 | Download AIAHL Recruitment Notification @ www.airindia.in
Air India Recruitment 2021: AI Assets Holding Limited (AIAHL) has issued new

notice on 16.11.2021 for recruitment of various posts. There are 10 vacancies will be
filled by Air India.  It inv ites offline applications from eligible candidates to fill up above
said vacancies above these vacancies are assigned for Chief of P roperties &
Monetization Officer, Chief of Personnel & Administration, Deputy Chief Finance Officer,
Manager & Officer posts. Applicants who are seeking Central govt jobs in Delhi kindly
submit your application form to giv en address on or before 07.12.2021.

Selection procedure involves personal interv iew of the candidates who prima
fac ie meets eligibili ty  criteria.  The selected candidate will have to undergo a P re-
employment medical ex amination. Selected candidates will be appointed at Delhi. Air
India Recruitment 2021 Notification & AIAHL recruitment application form is av ailable
@ www.airindia.in. Candidates who are looking for Engineering Jobs must check
their eligibility  i. e. educational qualification, age limit,  experience and etc. More details
of ww w.airindia.in recruitment, AIAHL New vacancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus,
answer key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central govt jobs
notifications and etc. will be uploaded on official website.

LOST
It is notified for the information that Death certificate of Late

Manojit Biswas,  Durgapur Ward No 03, Diglipur, North And
Middle Andaman has been lost on 25/11/2021 at Durgapur..Finder
please contact 9474265911

LOST
I, Swapan Biswas, S/o Bhagapati Biswas, R/o Khudirampur,

Diglipur, North & Middle Andaman lost my Islander Identity Card,
ATM Card and CSD Card (Liquor No 535312120003144043
and Grocery No 5312120003144042)  lost on 26/11/2021 at
Khudirampur. Finder please contact 9434273020.

Fight Against Covid-19
Corona Virus

AFFIDAVIT/SELF DECLARATION
1. I, No. 12944248K Rank HAV Name CHANDER SINGH

Presently residing at 172 Inf Bn.  (TA) Madras, Brichgunj Military
Station, Port Blair do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as
follows:

(a) That my daughter‘s name and date of birth is entered in my
service record as SHEWATA CHIB (D.O.B 20.03.2014). However
name and date of birth of my daughter‘s as per her certificate is
SHWETA CHIB (Date of Birth 24.02.2014) and I  wish to record
my daughter‘s name & date of birth as SHWETA CHIB (Date of
Birth 24.02.2014).

(b) That, I am producing this Affidavit for the purpose of evidence
for my family member name and date of birth.

(c) That what is  stated above is true and correct to best of my
knowledge, information and belief. Noting material has been
concealed there from.

Deponent
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OPEN SECRET

NEW VARIANT CAN ARISE WHEN ANIMALS
CATCH COVID FROM HUMANS: STUDY

Best Wishes  from...
Mr. K.Ganeshan,  Ex. Chairpers on - PBMC & Mrs. Laxmi Ganeshan,  Chief Editor,  Andaman Kural

Mehtab Begum (Pinky), D/o Haji. Hanifa & Hajjah. Mumtaz Begum R/o Delanipur
Abdul Rahman, S/o Late M Moidu & Smti Fathima R/o Lillypur

R. Mohd Shahruk
S/o  Mr Rajan (Boat Builder) & Mrs Zareena Bibi (Electricity Dept) R/o Machi line
Saba Hussain, D/o Shri Noor Hussain & Smti Husna Banu R/o Round Basti

J Manisha
D/o Smti G Renuka & Shri S Jaladharan, Tehsildar R/o Port Blair

V Vignesh
S/o Smti Mahija Vijayaraju & Shri K Vijayaraju R/o Royapettah

Chennai

Muthukumaran, S/o Shri K N Krishnan Amg Chatham & Smti D Vanamayil R/o Haddo
B Ezhilarasi, B.Sc, D/o Smti R Jeevamani, M.Ed & Shri D Babu R/o Tiruttani, Tamil Nadu

New  Delhi, 5th Dec, 2021: The findings of
a new  study suggest that w hen animals catch
Cov id-19 from humans, new  SARS-CoV-2
v ariants can arise.

To ev aluate th is  phenomenon,  an
interdisciplinary  team at the College of Veterinary
M edic ine and Biom edic al  Sc ienc es
sy stem atic ally  analy s ed m utation ty pes
occurr ing in the v irus after infection of cats,
dogs, ferrets, and hamsters. The study was
recently  published in  ‘PNAS’, the official
journal  o f the National Academ y  of
Sciences.

Confirmed Cov id-19 cas es in a
v ariety of w ild, zoo, and household animals
demonstrate cross-species transmission,
w hich is a rare occurrence for most viruses.

“SAR S-CoV-2,  in the realm of
coronav iruses, has a v ery  broad species
range,”  said Laura Bashor, one of the first
authors and a doctoral student in  the
Department of Microbiology, Immunology
and Pathology. “Generally  speaking,
many  ty pes of v iruses can’t infect other species
of animals, they  evolv ed to be v ery  specific.”

“Humans hav e so much ex pos ure to
many  d ifferent animals w hic h permitted this
v irus to hav e the opportunity  to ex pose a v ariety
of different species,”  said Erick Gagne, a first
author and now  an assistant professor of w ildlife
d is eas e ecology  at the U niv ers ity  of
Pennsy lv ania.

The global reach and spillov er of the v irus
hav e giv en researchers a unique opportunity  to
inv estigate the viral ev olution of SARS-CoV-2,
including in Univ ersity Distinguished Professor
Sue VandeWoude’s laboratory  at C olorado
State Univ ersity. These specialists in disease
transmission in w ild and domestic cats applied
their ex perience in sequence analy sis and
study ing a collection of genomes to SARS-
CoV-2. Res earchers in the VandeWoude lab
w orked w ith Assistant Professor Angela Bosco-
Lauth and Profess or Dick  Bow en in the

Departm ent of Biomedical Scienc es, w ho
used their animal modelling ex per tise to
develop a test for SARS-CoV-2 susceptibility
of animal species.

Also, the key  to the findings  w as a
new er sequencing technique of the virus at
different stages of the study, now  common to
detect v ariants in the human population. Mark
Stenglein, as sociate professor in  the

Department of Microbiology, Immunology,
and Pathology, prov ided computational skills
in analy zing biological molecule sequences,
know n as bioinformatics, to the study.

To provide ample v iral material for the
study, Bosco-Lauth and Bow en cultiv ated a
SARS-CoV-2 human sample in cells grow n
in the lab. Bashor and Gagne determined
that mul tiple mutations dev eloped, and
became a greater percentage of the genetic
population, at each step of this process.

hen the v irus w as introduced to the four
household species, and samples of the v irus
w ere collected from their nasal passages after
infection. “ In the animals, the cell c ulture
v ariants rev erted back to the in itial human
ty pe, w hich indicates that likely  there is
adaption occurring in that cell culture and
env ironment that w as  selected for those
v ariants,”  said Gagne.

Not all these mutations w ithin the cell

culture SAR S-CoV-2 v ariant transferred in
the new  hos ts. Instead, different mutations
emerged w ithin the v i rus shed by  the liv e
animals.

The initial viral sample in the study  was
isolated in early  2020. The team observ ed
mutations that have since formed widespread
SARS-CoV-2 strains in the human population
at an accelerated rate throughout the study.

Gagne w as  c om pleting his
postdoctoral research on the cross-
s pecies  trans m is s ion of fel ine
retrov iruses in the VandeWoude lab
w hen the team launched the SARS-CoV-
2 study. Now an assistant professor, he
has continued to inv estigate SARS-
CoV-2 spillov er w ith the Wildlife Futures
Program  at the U niv ers i ty  of
Pennsy lv ania.

Graduate students and early -
career sc ientists  l ik e Bas hor  and
Gagne,  hav e made m eaningfu l
contributions to SARS-CoV-2 research,

said Vande Woude.
T he team  has  continued thei r

investigations to focus on cats, as they  hav e
show n h igher susceptibility  for C ov id-19
spillov er from humans and can produce
v ariants of the v irus and spread to other cats.

Bashor began analy zing SARS-CoV-
2 genome sequences from a large pool of
cat spec ies a ll ov er the w or ld, including
tigers, lions and snow  leopards. The publicly
av ailable data of infected cats could prov ide
addi tional  insights on the adaptability  and
mutabili ty  o f Cov id-19 w ith in and am ong
cat species. There is no ev idence of
transmission from cats to humans. But cats
continue to be susceptible to all v ariants of
Cov id-19 in  the human population. By
understanding v iral ev olution w ithin cats,
the research team may  find answ ers to the
question: w hat is the future of SARS-CoV-
2 for humans and animals.

Port Blair, 5th Dec, 2021: The
South Af rican doct ors w ho fi rst
deal t with Omicron patients said
t hat  t his  v ar iant  has  been
producing sy mpt oms  that are
di ff erent  from  the prev ious
infec tions, the five conf irm ed
Omicron cases in India report mild
symptoms. The Tanzania returnee
w ho becam e the 5 thOmic ron
patient  o f Ind ia and the f irst

Weakness, body ache: Common
symptoms of 5 Omicron patients in India

confirmed case of Delhi had a sore
throat, weakness and body ache,
LNJ P MP D r Suresh Kumar t old
news  agency  ANI . The other
international travelers who have
been admi tt ed to  LNJP aft er
tes ting posit ive are st able and
majorly asymptomatic.  

The previous in fect ions ,
caused by Delta or other variants
of  the SARS-CoV-2, triggered

breathing trouble, loss of taste and
smell. Though Omic ron is at the
stage of research and not much is
known about the variant, the cases
reported in India and other countries
indicate that  the symptoms are
m ore lik e com mon cold and
noth ing lik e Covid-19 cases,
caused by other variants.

The unfamiliar symptoms of
Omicron were firs t reported by
South Af rican doctor Angelique
Coetzee, chairperson of the South
African Medical Association, who
fi rs t alert ed t he Sout h Af rica
government about the new variant.
Sc ient is t s  sa id t h is  new
characteristic of Omicron might be
a result of its mutation. The variant
might have adopt ed a “more
human” appearance by picking up
a snippet of genetic material from
another virus, probably a common
cold virus.

The firs t Omicron case of

Ind ia, the South Af rican national
who already left the country, was
completely  asy mpt omat ic and
tes ted negative. The Bengaluru
doctor with no international travel
h is t ory, t he M um bai  mar ine
engineer who was not vaccinated,
the Gujarat NRI — all Omic ron
pat ient s hav e report ed m ild
symptoms.

W hile  t hes e s y m ptom s
indicate that  the v ariant is not
causing severe illness, scientists
are not  y et  sure about  i t s
increased transmissibility. Director
of Tata I nstitute for Genetics and
Soc iety  and f orm er C hief  o f
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research-Centre For Cellular And
Molecular Biology,  Dr Rakesh
Mis hra, s aid people are l ikely  to
confuse this with the common cold
as there is no breathing trouble or
loss of smell or taste, which may
increase its spread.


