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Schools without teachers yet no
recruitment in the Education Dept.

Despite availability of CTET qualified candidates no induction since 2015
Port Blair, 27th Sep, 2021: Quality  of

Education seems to be no more a matter
of concern for the top brass in the Education
Department as hardly  anyone talks about
the teaching learning process, effectiv e
delivery  sy stem, av ailability of teachers,
av ailability  o f adequate & appropriate
infrastructure etc. Probably, the department
has learnt a lot from the Fisher ies and
Animal Husbandry  Department of the UT
Adminis tration. No matter w hat is the
outcome and how  is the show  going on,
the concern is that the show  must go on.

Educationists bel iev e that lack of
infrastructure and other resources can be
managed if the education sy stem is w ell
equipped w ith eligible and efficient teachers.
In the case of the Education Department,
availability  of eligible and effective teachers/
Principle’s is the major concern.

To a greater ex tent, effectiv eness of
Teaching- learning in the school depends
on the eligibil ity  and efficiency  of the

Principal. Presently, in the Department of
Education, altogether 39 posts of Principals
are ly ing v acant as neither any  promotion
nor recruitment to the Post of Principal has
been done in the Department since 2010
after the infamous UPSC recrui tment of
Principal’s for islands. Within a few  w eeks
the figure of v acant posts w ill touch 40
and only  4 UPSC selected Principal’s
w ill be left in the Department. The reason
for  no promotion and no recrui tment is
better know n to the Officia ls  of the
Education Department.

At the ex ec ution lev el ,  non-
av ailability  of teaching staff is ser iously
hampering the teaching-learning process.
More than 700 posts of regular teachers
are pres ently  v acant and due to s uch
v ac ancies, on one hand the future of
students  are at stake and on the other
hand the qualified y ouths of these Islands
w ho are aspir ing c andidates of be ing
appointed as a teacher continue to remain

unemploy ed, adding up fuel to the menace
of unemploy ment.

Appointing teachers of Contractual
has  nev er been a good option as the
accountability  of performance could not
be fix ed. But sev eral schools in isles are
still managed by  a large num ber of
Contractual appointees  under Samagra
Shiksha.  The teachers on contractual
basis should be appointed only  as a stop
gap arrangement and should nev er  be
made as an appointment in normal course
as it hampers the quality  of teaching-
learning in the education sy stem.

Sev eral  unem ploy ed qual ified
y ouths are crossing the prescribed age
limit to apply  for the job, adding up fuel to
this social ev il of unem ploy ment w hich
giv es  birth to v arious other social ev ils
lik e pov erty,  increase in crime rate,
frus tration etc, w hich can be av oided if
appropriate steps are taken to fill the v acant
posts. In Andaman and Nicobar Islands,

there are more than 400 candidates w ho
hav e qualified CTET Paper-II for GTTs,
more than 300 candidates for  PGTs and
more than 300 candidates for PET. Due
to non-initiation of the induction process,
these qualified and eligible candidates are
made to run from pillar to post.

Despi te assurance from the Lt.
Gov ernor (Retd) Admiral D.K. J oshi  in
a pres s conference held at Raj  Niw as
that about 10,000 pos ts  in v ar ious
categories w ould be fi lled up by  Ju ly
2018,  noth ing has c hanged and no
induc tion done in  the Educ ation
Department.

The steep increase in the number of
adm issions in  the priv ate schools and
decrease in enrolment in Gov t. Schools
are glaring ev idence of the fact that there
are s hor tcomings and s omething is
lacking in  the Gov t Schools w hich
compels the parents to get their respectiv e
w ards admitted at priv ate schools.

MP requests CS to withdraw the
system of seeking permission

from DC, NMA for travelling to
SA from N&M Andaman

Port B lair, Sept 27: The
M ember of Par l iam ent of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma today
requested the Chief Secretary
to w i thdraw  the sy stem of
seeking permission from DC,
N&M Andaman for trav elling to
South Andaman from North and
Middle Andaman Distric t. In a
letter addressed to the Chief
Sec retary,  the M ember of
Parliament mentioned that certain
res tr ic tions  im pos ed on
Islanders during the second
w av e of COVID-19 are still
continuing, w hich are causing
great troubles to the Islanders. He pointed out that
one such restriction w as to seek permission from
the Deputy  Commissioner of North and Middle
Andaman for traveling to South Andaman from North
and Middle Andaman, which has become a constant
source of harassment for people of North and Middle
Andaman. The MP mentioned that Andaman and
Nicobar Islands hav e a negligible number of

COVID-19 patients and there are
hardly  any  COVID-19 cases in North
and Middle Andaman and hence
seeking permission from DC, N&M
Andaman, ev ery  time for trav elling
to South Andaman, is unnecessary.
Moreov er, for v il lagers  liv ing in
remote pockets of North and Middle
Andaman, it becomes too difficult to
find someone to w rite an application
on their behalf for a mov ement permit.
He added that in other cases of
urgency  like attending funera ls,
medical c ases, court cases the
process of seeking permission for the
movement, causes further agony  for
the Islanders. Considering all these

issues  the Member of Parliam ent requested the
Chief Secretary  to w ithdraw  the sy stem of seeking
permission from DC, N&M Andaman for trav elling
to South Andaman from North and Middle Andaman
region and allow people to trav el to South Andaman
as per  their ow n conv enience and time, w ithout
any  restriction, as it w as the case before the second
w av e of C OVID-19.

Mr. Mochammad Rizki Safary, charge d affaires Republic of Indonesia to India called on Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM,
VSM (Retd.), Hon’ble Lt. Governor, A&N Islands and Vice-Chairman, Islands Development Agency today at Raj Niwas. Discussed
follow up measures subsequent to the visit of 24 member Indonesian delegation led by His Excellency Mr. Iriansyah, Governor Aceh
during February 2020 to promote tourism & trade, import of quarry products, construction materials, cement, stone aggregate and pre-
fab structures. Improved Air/Sea connectivity, Yacht Tourism, processing of raw materials, Free Trade Zone, fishing etc. and ongoing
infra development projects in the Islands were also reviewed.

Despite reminders by
PBMC, ANC delays online
approval of building plans
Port B lair, Sept 27: Despite  sev eral requests

by  the Port Blair M unicipal Council and the matter
raised by  the loc al media, the Andaman N icobar
Command is y et to clear the approv al of bu ilding
plants. Hundreds of people hav e applied for approv al
of onl ine building plans to the Andaman N icobar
Command (ANC). How ev er, after many  m onths,
the ANC is delay ing the clearing of the building plans.
Residents are angry  that despite the passing of sev eral
months, the ANC has not g iv en the approv al of the
online building plans due to w hich they are unable to
take up the construc tion of thei r building. T he Port
Blair Municipal Council has also taken up the matter
w ith the ANC w ith no officials of the ANC responding
to the request of the PBMC. Residents living in close
prox imi ty  of the Port Blair airport and w anting to
construct houses are facing a lot of hardship in getting
their new  building plan approv ed due to lack of
cooperation and coordination by  the Defence
establishment. As per norms, residents w ill ing to
construct buildings near the airport area has to obtain
building plan approv al from the PBMC and the Defence
establ ishment. Bui lding plans  submitted to PBMC
are further submitted by the civ ic body  to the Defence

establishment for approv al and only after the approv al
of the defence establishment, the resident can construct
the building. In order to ensure speedy approv al, the
PBMC ha initiated process of securing online approval
of bui lding plans.  The online sy stem of securing
building plans has eased the procedure as the new
sy stem  has ushered in more transparency  and
eliminates corruption in the civ ic body. Once the
documents  are uploaded and after v erification, the
building plan approv al is issued by  the Council. The
online sy stem is in v ogue in most city corporations
and smaller tow ns in the country, but Port Blair w as
lagging behind. But now  in a good initiativ e, the PBMC
has also introduced the online approv al of a building
plan sy stem w hich is doing good for the citizens in the
municipal area. How ever, residents w ho are liv ing in
close prox imity  to the Port Blair airport also hav e to
obtain approv al of their building from the Defence
establishment. Earl ier, building plans submi tted to
PBMC are sent to the Defence establishment w hich
takes about 5-6 months for granting their approv al.
But after the introduction of the online sy stem , flies
pertaining to approval of building plans piled up in the

Vinod condoles
demise

Port Blair, Sept 27: M. Vinod,
State Vice Presid ent  BJP a nd
President, Andaman Association Of
Tour Operators has deeply mourned
the sad dem ise of Smti Na mita
Das.Residen t o f AIR Ro ad ,
Delanipur who breathed her last at
today evening at GB Pant Hospital.
I pay homage to the departed soul
and pray the Almighty to rest her
soul in peace a nd give enough
strength to the bereaved family to
bear the irreparable loss

MP demands concession in flight fares
for senior citizens of ANI once in a year

MP will inaugurate the” Rural
Mart Supported by NABARD”

Port B lair, Sept 27: Shri Kuldeep Rai
Sharma , Member of Parliament , A& N
Islands w ill inaugurate the “R ural M art
supported by  NABARD” , Port B lair  on
28th September 2021 at the premises of A&N
State Cooperativ e U nion, R ajiv  Gandhi
Cooperativ e Training Complex , Garacharma
, Tey lerabad . Rural Mart is a marketing outlet

set up under the grant ass is tanc e of
NABARD, Port Blair for selling the products
made by  Self Help Groups. Coming up of
this rural retail out let the marketing problem
of the products made by  Self Help Groups of
A&N Island to be addressed. The Rural Mart
is a permanent platform for the SHGs to
display  and sell  their products so that the

SHGs could be ensured a sustainable income
by  mark eting their products. The General
Manager , NABARD Port Blair and officers
of Dev elopment departments under A&N
Administration w ill also grace the inaugural
function. Large numbers of Self Help Groups
w ill display  and sell their products through
this ‘Rural Mart.

Port Blair, Sept 27: The Member of
Parliament of And aman and N icobar
Island , Mr. Kuldeep Rai Shar ma has
requested the Lt. Governor of Andaman
and  Ni cob ar I sl an d s to p ro vid e
concession in fligh t fares for senior
ci tizens o f An dam an and N icob ar
Islands atleast once in a year (to and
fro). I n  a  letter addressed  to  the  Lt.
Govern or, the Mem ber of Parl iament
mentioned that senior citizens across
India get concession in bus fare, train-
fare for inter-state as well as intra-state
movement. On similar grounds, there
is a concession for senior citizens in
b uses an d b oats/ sh ip s for  th ei r
m ovem ent in si d e An d am an an d
N icob ar  Is land s b ut  ther e is  n o
concession for senior citizens in flight
fares for inter-state movement from the

side of A & N Administration. The MP
added that as travelling in ships is very
troubl esome, prob lematic an d time
consuming for old age people, journey
through flights to th e mainland is the
only promi nent an d sensi ble op tion
fo r them.   M r. Kul deep Rai Shar ma
m enti o n ed  th at  for  sp eci al iz ed
treatm ent, old age people often need
to visit Mainland India which becomes
expensive for them  an d th eir fami ly
members, considering the economic
setback d ue to COVID-19 i mpact on
the economy of the entire country.  He
sai d  th at  n o t  o n l y m ed i cal
emerg en ci es b ut  al so  for  fam il y
m atter s  an d  o th er  em er g en cy
pu rpo ses seni or cit izens need to
tr avel  to  th e mainl and but  fo r th is
inter-state journey, there is no special

concession in flight fares from the side
of the UT  Administration.   Andaman
and  Nico bar I sland s are situ ated far
away from  Mainland Ind ia and in
absence of ro ad or rail connectivi ty,
flights are the main mode of transport
for  Islander s and  consider ing this
i ssue the Memb er  o f Par li am en t
requested the Lt. Governor to provide
con cessi on i n f lig ht fare fo r seni or
ci tizens of Andaman  an d Ni cob ar
Islands atleast once in a year (to  and
fro )  so  that  in  case o f  med i cal
emerg encies o r other purposes they
can easil y visi t mainl and , wi tho ut
depen din g o n o ther s h elp . T he MP
al so  su g g ested  th at  fo r  th ese
purposes, the subsidy given to them
in ship -fare can be diverted for  flight
ticket subsidies.

Port Bla ir , Sept 27: The
Ex ecutiv e Committee and other
members of Andaman Chamber of
Commerc e and Industry  held a
business meet on 26th September
at TSG Conference Hall, Port Blair,
w ith the v isiting ambassadors and
officials  from ASEAN countr ies
w hich included My anmar, Thailand,
Brunei,  Indones ia,  Cambodia,

Por t Blai r , Sept 27: It is
informed to the general public that
on 23/09/2021 an accident had
occurred at Chouldari, under PS
Ograbraj jurisdiction leading to death
of one namely  L itnus
Minj (Photograph enclosed). Since
then no family  member/relativ e has
come forw ard to take ov er the body
of the deceased. Further, the body
of the deceased has been and shifted
to c old mortuary  of GB Pant
Hospital.  In this regard, the family
members of the aforesaid person
are hereby  requested to approach
PS Ograbraj and take ov er the
deceas ed body  from GB Pant
Hospital. The general  public is
hereby  requested to share/pass on
information to Police if the aforesaid

APPEAL FOR CLAIMING
OF DEAD BODY

person belongs to their fami ly
members to Phone No. 9531856271
or 100 and may  approac h to PS
Ograbraj to identify  the dead body.

Port Blair, Sept 27: As part of
it, Fit India Freedom Run”  was held
in Little  Andaman, Andaman &
N ic obar  Is lands  w hic h w as
organized by  Nehru Yuv a Kendra
in association w i th Hindu Rashtra
Shakti.

Before that, Smti Sima Sarkar,
State Vic e President (M ahila
Morcha) spoke about deen day al

Business meet by ACCI

Vietnam and Laos . During the
discussion, it w as emphasized by
both s ides that the potential of the
geographical closeness of the A&N
Islands v is. a v is. ASEAN nations,
has nev er been tapped. The time
is, therefore, now  right, that in line
w ith the Gov ernment of India policy,
linkages between A&N Islands and
ASEAN should be strengthened for

mutual benefit and dev elopment of
trade and commerce in the region.
As a first step tow ards this effort, a
consensus w as established in the
meeting, that connectiv ity  by  air and
sea is the first step for initiating any
ex change. Therefore, the airlines
and shipping com panies of these
nations must be encouraged to start

Fit India Run,
VK Pur, Little Andaman

upadhy ay “He remains a source of
inspiration for the w hole of humanity.
His li fe  s tory  empow ers and
strengthens the weaker sections of
the society. His message of truth,
non-v iolence and lov e pav es the
w ay  for the w elfare of the w orld by
bringing harmony  and equal ity  in
the society. His  v alues w ere as

BSNL Air Fibre Broadband
Services now available in Diglipur

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Subhashgram, Sep 26: For broadband

serv ices in Diglipur another play er emerged
in the Dig lipur region. BSNL Air F ibre
Serv ices is now  available in Diglipur. BSNL
Bharat Air Fibre serv ice is a w ireless or
more precisely  radio-based last mile telecom
broadband connectiv i ty  solution. It uses
unlicensed spectrum (w hich has not been
licensed to any  entity ) that has  less
interference to prov ide internet serv ice. It

also uses line-of-sight radio wav es to deploy
the serv ice. Bharat Air Fibre is completely
w ireless and offers broadband up to 70Mbps
up to a distance of 5 Kms w hich can go
bey ond 5 Kms based on the Air media and
the range. Unlike FTTH Air Fiber is cheaper
in  Diglipur.  Full set ins tal lation cos ts
Rs .4,000/- . Ex isting FTTH plans are
presently  av ailable which are starting from
Rs.799/- w hich are supposed to get cheaper

Condolence
message
Port Blair, Sept. 2 7 : The

State President and committee
m em b e rs o f
Bh aratiyaMazdo orSa ngh,  A
&  N I sla n d s exp ress th e
deepest con dolence o n the
d em ise o f L a te  Pro tim a
Ch atterjee a ged  73  yea rs at
CHC,  Ch ou lda ri,mo ther of
S h ri.  Ra b in d ra Na th
Chatterjee, President, Vishwa
Hin d u  Pa rish a d ,  A  &  N
Islan d s.  We p ra y to  g ive
stren g th  to  th e b ereaved
family.
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EDITORIAL
Symbolic of a new India

There was a time when the US used food aid as
a power ful diplomacy tool to contain hunger-
induced discontent that, it feared, could tr igger
communis t rev olutions  in underdev eloped
countr ies . Success iv e pos t-World War  II
adminis trations  made the Food for  Peace
programme, better known as PL-480, a cornerstone
of US foreign assistance. India alone impor ted
nearly 24 million tonnes (mt) of wheat under PL-
480 dur ing 1964-66. The US ev en supplied some
9.1 mt of subsidised wheat and corn to the Sov iet
Union in 1973, whose ideological s ignificance
wasn’t lost on anybody. For the US, food shipments,
on concessional or outright grant terms, serv ed both
as a bulwark against communism and a means to
relieve its massive farm surpluses. John F Kennedy
es timated that it cos t 20 cents  a year  to s tore a
bushel of wheat and 38 cents to ship the same grain
to India. Expor ting grain free, then, was cheaper
than stocking beyond two years.

The same opportunity — what Kennedy called
“turning our great agricultural abundance into a
blessing, for  ourselves and for  all the world” —
presents itself, albeit in a smaller manner, to India
today. At 90.41 mt as on September 1, the country’s
public s tocks of wheat and r ice were the highest
ever for this date, with the new paddy arrivals from
October only going to add to these. Moreover, the
stock pileup has  tak en place, despite a record 93
mt-plus  grain offtake from the Central pool during
2020-21, much of it given out free/near-free post
the pandemic. With government agencies procuring
ov er 103 mt last year, the quantities  flowing into
the Food Corporation of India’s warehouses are
far in excess of that going out. The “carrying cost”
— interest,  storage and other expenses — of the
excess  buffer  has  been estimated at Rs  5,589 per
tonne for 2021-22. Clear ly, there is economic as
well as diplomatic sense in donating or barter ing
this surplus grain abroad. And where better to do
it than in our immediate neighbourhood?

Afghanistan is now facing an acute food crisis
from a combination of prolonged drought, regime
change and associated instability. Sri Lank a, too,
is grappling with food shortages, worsened by
dwindling foreign currency reserv es. What stops
India from offering, say, 2 mt of wheat to Afghanistan
as humanitarian aid and one mt of rice to Sr i Lanka
agains t payment in local currency similar to that
under PL-480? Wheat can only be eaten or, at worst,
diverted as animal feed. There should be no moral
compunction, hence, in supplying it ev en to a
regime that India cannot recognise. Grain
diplomacy — a simple message that nobody in
South Asia shall starve while we are here — can be
symbolic of the New India: One that cares and
matters to the world.
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INDIA NEEDS 4-5 'SBI SIZE' BANKS TO MEET
GROWING NEEDS OF ECONOMY: FM

India needs 4-5 "SBI size" banks
to meet the grow ing needs of the
ec onom y and indust ry, F inance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Sunday.

Addressing the 74t h Annual
General Meeting of the Indian Banks'
As sociation (I BA), she s aid t he
industry needs to imagine how Indian
banking has to be in the imm ediate
and long-term future.

As far as the long-term future is
concerned, she said it is going to be
largely driven by digitised processes
and there is a need for seamless and
interconnected dig ital systems for a
sustainable f uture f or t he Indian
banking industry.

"Although I did say that in the
amalgamation process, your systems
have s poken to each other,  there
w asn' t  a  problem  of  thos e
amalgamating banks. And, I remember
the banking secret ary at that  time,
Rajiv Kumar, telling me that we have
ensured that the amalgamating banks
do have their systems in such a way
that they can align with eac h other,"
she said.

M ega c ons olidat ion w as
announced in 2019 when Kumar was
the financial serv ices secretary but
was im plemented by his suc cessor
Debasish Panda effective April 2020.

As part of the mega consolidation
exercise, Oriental Bank of Commerce

and United Bank of India were merged
into Punjab National Bank; Syndicate
Bank into Canara Bank; Andhra Bank
and Corporation Bank into Union Bank
of India; and Allahabad Bank into Indian
Bank.

Following the consolidation, there
are now seven large public sector
banks and five sm aller ones.  There
were as many as 27 public sector

banks (PSBs) in 2017.
Kum ar,  now  an Elect ion

C om mis s ioner  of  I nd ia, w as
instrumental in laying a digital pipeline
t hat was  lev eraged dur ing the
pandemic to transfer money into
accounts of crores of the vulnerable
and needy with a click of button.

The finance minister said banks,
whether public or private sector, cannot

work in digital silos and systems should
be speaking to each other.

"So, I w ould think that' s one of
the areas in whic h you would give
some more time and make sure that
bridge crossed," she s aid.

Apprec iating t he eff or ts  of
bank ers  t o  c arry  out  sm oot h
consolidation exercis e during t he
challenging tim e of t he pandemic,
the Finance M inist er sa id it  did not
cause inconvenience to the customer
and t here was no aberration.

"Amalgamation, after all, is an
im por t a nt  ex erc is e ev en as
impor tant  to  t he I nd ian Banks '
Ass ociation bec ause of the way in
which t he economy is sh ifting t o a
different plane altogether, the way in
which econom y toget her  wit h t he
indust ry is also looking at v arious
different ways of adapting to a post-
pandemic era.. .", she said.

Asserting that t he driving force
for t he amalgam ation was to bui ld
scale, Sitharaman said India needs
a lot more bank s and a lot of global
size banks.

"Ind ia needs  at  leas t f our
different  SBI size banks. So, one of
t he dr iv ing f orces  w as  f or the
amalgamation that we need to scale
up banking.

"We need to scale up bank ing
to m eet the new changing and
growing requirement s but that was

thought of even before the pandemic.
Now, a ll the more reas on w hy we
would need four or  five more SBIs in
this country," she said.

Paying homage to bankers who
lost the ir l ives in t he line of  duty
during t he pandemic, the finance
minister urged IBA to help and support
the f amilies of  the deceased.

"I do pay my humble homage to
those who have s erv ed,  but  also
suffered because of t he pandem ic
but unfortunat ely couldn 't surviv e it.
I am sure the I BA wil l do everyth ing
that it takes to support their families,
and keep them s piri ted and morally
s ound bec aus e  t he los s  is
irreparable," she said.

IBA came into being in 1946 with
22 members has grown int o 244
members f rom  the publ ic, privat e,
foreign, co-operative banks besides
financial  institutions and NBFCs.

Obs erv ing that  not  m any
organis ations or as sociations have
the fortune of having thei r cours e of
est ablishment and l ifes pan running
parallel  to that of  its own countries,
Si tharam an said "s everal  of  your
mi les tones mat ch w ith  the I ndian
economic hist ory".

Going forward, she said IBA is
going to derive the benefit of a greater
v ibrant  ec onomy  t hat I nd ia is
becoming as much as contributing to
that.

Despite reminders.. from... Page 01
defence establishment due to lack
of coordination betw een the civ ic
body and the defence establishment.
After the introduc tion of the online
sy stem, till  date no meeting of
authorities of civ ic body  and defence
establishment has been held in this
regard and both the agencies are
mov ing in the opposition directions
in regard to granting approv al to
building plans. While approv al is
given fast and quick by  the PBMC,
c i tiz ens  blam e the defenc e
establishment for taking months to
grant approv al. Since March 2020,
due to the Cov id-19 pandemic, the
approv al w ork has  totally  halted,
but has now  resumed. Inorder to
ensure fast approv al of the building
plans, senior officials of the PBMC
has also v is ited the Defence
establ ishment and requested the
concern authorities of the defence
establishment for fastening up the
process of prov iding N OC. The
PBM C in a le tter  to the
Commander-in-C hief, AN C has
said as env isaged under the mission

of Ease of Doing Business under e-
Gov ernance and AMRUT w ith a
v iew  to introduce single w indow
system for building plan approval and
directed all the ULBs to implement
‘Online Build ing Plan Approv al
Sy stem (OBPAS)’ as mandatory
reform. The Port Blair Municipal
Council (PBMC) is only  ULB in
Port Blair city  and has dispensed of
w ith manual processing of building
Plan of all 24 w ards. In this regard
the application for  approv al of
building plan in respect of funnel area
to seek ‘No Objection Certificate’ is
being forw arded to A&N Command
through manual  proc edure.
Henc eforth, the approv al to  the
Building Plan w il l be Online. For
the effectiv e im plem entation of
OBPAS,  the applications to  seek
NOCs from A&N Command w ill
be sent through online. How ev er,
no serious efforts are v is ible from
the defence establis hm ent for
prov iding fast approv al as hundreds
of citizens are still w aiting for NOC
to build plans from the ANC.

BSNL Air Fibre.. from... Page 01
in the future.

All m obile av ai lability  areas
can be c ov ered in this BSNL Air
fiber  s erv ice and uncov ered
areas can also opt for  these
serv ices on conditions.  Unlike
FTTH and ADSL broadband OFC

cuts in the local area w ill not affect
Ai r  Fibre c onnec tiv i ty.  F or
ins tant c onnec tion y ou may
contact at F 05, Samiti Shopping
C om plex  or  a2z  Trav els  in
Dig lipur  Else call 9476020525 or
Whatsapp on 7063986868.

Business meet by.. from... Page 01
operations and the Gov ernments
s hould prov i de nec es s ary
incentiv es for doing so. Such
connec tiv ity  w il l lead to im port
of construction materia ls(stone,
cement,  s and etc .),  fru its  and
v egetables and other  ess entials
in to the A&N Islands  from  and
als o aid in ex port of m ar ine
products  w hic h hav e a captiv e
mark et in  these nations. It w as

also dec ided in the m eeting that
the v isiting Am bassadors w ould
faci li tate busines s to  business
m eetings w ith AC C I and the
Cham bers of C om merce and
bus ines s  hous es  in  th e i r
respectiv e countries so that the
potential  o f bus ines s inc luding
trade, touris m, fisheries could be
further ex plored and relationships
can be bui lt.

Fit India Run,.. from... Page 01
relevant yesterday  as are today  and
w ill remain so in  the future” . The
Guests , mem bers of HR S &
participants paid tribute to Late. Deen
Day al  Upadhy a j i. As a part of
the month-long celebration  of the
birth centenary  celebrations of HRS
IDOL. 

The Hindu Rashtra Shakti
team  of V. K. Pur c om m ittee
m em bers  of L i ttle  Andam an

organiz ed m any  ev ents at
Viv ekanandapur v illage at 4pm
w here about 38 members attended
the ev ent w ith m uch enthusiasm.
Major support w as accorded by  the
self help groups. The Hindu Rashtra
Shakti  play ed a vital role in making
the w hole ev ent a grand success. 
Concluding the event the participants
w ere g iv en “ C er ti fic ate of
Participation” .

Adults over 40 with diabetes, COVID-19
more likely to be hospitalised than children
Adults ov er 40 y ears  of age

w ith ty pe 1 diabetes if suffered from
COVID-19 are sev en tim es more
l ike ly  to be hos pi ta l is ed in
comparison to children w ith same
respiratory  problem, according to a
study.

People w ith diabetes  are at
higher  risk for COVID-19-related
complications, especially  if they  are
over the age of 40, the study, w hich
w as published in the Endocrine
Soc iety ' s Journal  o f C linica l
Endocrinology  & Metabolism, said.

C hi ldren w i th  COVID-19
rarely  dev elop sev ere respiratory
s y m ptoms  and often rem ain
asy mptomatic, the study  said.

In contrast, adults ex perience
respiratory  sy mptoms of v ary ing
sev erity, w ith older adults and those
w ith diabetes at higher risk of acute
respiratory  distress syndrome and
death.

Our study  show s people over
40 w ith ty pe 1 diabetes hav e w orse
outcomes  from COVID-19 than
children and y oung adults. Children
and y oung adul ts ex perienced
m ilder  d is eas e and a better
prognosis, said Dr Carla Demeterco-
Berggren, from the Univ ers ity  of
California San Diego.

"These findings indic ate the
need for age-tailored treatments,
im munis ation and c l inic a l
management of indiv iduals affected
by  ty pe 1 diabetes and COVID-19.

Public health recommendations,
including w earing masks and getting
v accinated, need to be follow ed by
all to reduce the risk of contracting
COVID-19, she said.

The researchers studied data
from 767 patients w ith COVID-19
and ty pe 1 diabetes from 56 diabetes
clinic s across the US. Fifty -four
percent w ere 18 or y ounger, 32 per
cent w ere 19-40 y ears old and 14
per cent w ere over 40.

The study  found patients ov er
40 w ere seven times more likely to

be hospitalised w ith  COVID-19
compared to the y ounger group.

No patients from the 18 and
under group died, w hile three died
from the over 40 age group and tw o
died from the 19-40 age group.

People w ith diabetes and
COVID-19 w ho w ere 40 and older
w ere more likely  to ex per ience
adv erse outcomes such as death,
diabetic ketoacidosis or s ev ere
hypogly cemia.

T his group a ls o had a
significantly  higher prev alence of
obes i ty ,  hy per tens ion or
cardiov ascular disease and chronic
kidney  disease w hen compared to
the y ounger groups. The goal of our
study  is to prevent poor COVID-19
outcom es for adults w ith ty pe 1
diabetes and to highlight the need to
base health care decisions on data
as  the C OVID-19 pandem ic
evolves, said Demeterco-Berggren.

Vaccinated pregnant women pass high
level of antibodies to babies: Study

Women w ho receiv e the mRNA COVID-
19 vaccine during pregnancy  pass high lev els
of antibodies to their babies, according to a study.

The effectiveness of COVID-19 v accines
lies in their ability  to trigger the production of the
right antibodies , blood proteins capable of
protecting individuals from infection, researchers
said.

Whether  this protection could pass from
mothers to their infants before birth had remained
a question, they  said.

The study, published in
the Am eric an Journal of
Obstetrics & Gy necology
Maternal-Fetal Medicine on
Wednesday, w as conducted
on 36 new borns  w hose
mothers receiv ed either the
Pfizer  or Moderna COVID-
19 v ac c ine during
pregnancy.

The research team led
by  NYU Grossman School
of Medicine in the US found
that 100 per cent of the infants
had protectiv e antibodies at
birth.

Antibodies can either be produced as part
of the natural response to infection or triggered
by  v accines.

Though the sample size is small,  "it is
encouraging that neonatal antibody  lev els are
high if w omen are v accinated," said Jennifer L
Lighter, an associate professor at Hassenfeld
Children's Hospital at NYU Langone, and the
study 's senior author.

The team w as able to tell apart antibodies
in the neonatal blood that w ere created in
response to natural infection from those made in
response to the v accines.

The res earchers noted that the result is

relev ant because natural antibody  responses
agains t the SARS-CoV-2 v irus, that c auses
COVID-19, are not sufficiently  protectiv e for
many  people.

Recent data from the US Centers for
Diseas e Control  and Prev ention (CDC)
suggests that just 23 per cent of pregnant w omen
hav e been v acc inated, despite  grow ing
ev idence of prenatal v accine safety.

The researchers observ ed the h ighest

lev els  of antibodies in cord blood of m others
w ho w ere fully  v accinated during the second
half of their pregnancies.

T his insight prov ides ev idence of
transferred im muni ty  to neonates,  w hich
correlates to protection against infection for infants
during the first months of life, they  said.

"Studies  continue to re inforce the
importance of v accines during pregnancy  and
their pow er to protect tw o liv es at once by
prev enting sev ere illness in both mothers and
babies, " said Ashley  S Roman, Professor at
NYU Langone Health, and one of the study 's
principal inv estigators.

"If babies could be born w ith antibodies, it
could protect them in the first sev eral months of
their liv es, w hen they  are most v ulnerable,
Roman said.

Roman and colleagues confirm ed the
strong ev idence that the mRNA v accines are
safe during pregnancy  in a study  published on
August 16 in the same journal.

That study  found no increased risks during
pregnancy, birth complications, or identifiable

risks to  the fetus among those
w ho receiv ed the v accine.

Ex isting studies analy se
antibodies to the spike protein
(anti-S IgG) alone, w hich may
be present after natural infection
or  v accination,  and do not
inc lude antibodies to  the
nucleocapsid protein (anti-N
IgG),  w hich is  only  present
follow ing natural infection.

Among the 36 samples
collected, all had high lev els of
anti-S IgG. Of those s amples,
31 w ere tested for anti-N IgG
and w ere negativ e.

"High lev els  of
transplac enta l antibody  trans fer are not
surprising. It is  consistent w ith w hat w e see
w ith other immunizations," Lighter said.

"Our findings add to a grow ing list of
important reasons w hy  w omen should be
adv ised to receiv e the COVID-19 v accine
during pregnancy  for the added benefit of their
new born receiv ing crucial protection," he said.

The researchers em phasised that more
study  is needed to determine how  effectiv e the
infant antibodies are, how  long protection w ill
last, and if v acc ination in the second half of
pregnancy may confer higher lev els of antibody
transfer than v accination earlier in pregnancy.

The COVID-19 pandemic led
to bigges t dec reas e in  l i fe
ex pec tancy  sinc e the World War
II, and w iped out y ears of progress
on mortal ity, according to a study
publ is hed on Monday  by  the
Univ ersity  of Ox ford.

The research team assembled
an unprecedented dataset on
mortality from 29 countries, spanning
most of Europe, the US and Chile -
- countries for w hich offic ial death
registrations for 2020 had been
published. The study, published in
the International  Journal o f
Epidemiology, found that 27 of the
29 countries saw  reductions in life
ex pectancy  in 2020, and at a scale
w hich w iped out y ears of progress
on mortality. Women in 15 countries
and men in 10 countries w ere found
to hav e a low er ex pectancy  at birth
in 2020 than in 2015, a y ear in w hich
li fe  ex pec tancy  w as  a lready
negativ ely  affected by a significant
flu season. "For Western European
countries such as Spain, England
and Wales, Italy, Belgium, among
others , the last time such large
magnitudes of declines in life
ex pectancy  at birth w ere
observ ed in a single y ear
w as during WW-II," said
study 's co-lead author Jose
M anuel  Abur to, from
Ox ford ' s  Lev erhulm e
Center  for Demographic
Science (LCDS).

"How ev er, the scale
of the life expectancy  losses
w as stark  ac ross  most

Covid pandemic caused
biggest decrease in life

expectancy
countries studied, w ith 22 countries
included in the study  ex periencing
larger  losses than half a y ear in
2020," Aburto said. The researchers
noted that females in eight countries
and m ales in  11 c ountr ies
ex perienced loss es larger than a
y ear. It took on av erage 5.6 y ears
for these countries to achiev e a one-
y ear increase in  life ex pectancy
recently, w hile the progress w as
w iped out ov er the course of 2020
by  COVID-19, they  said.  Li fe
ex pectancy, also know n as period
li fe  ex pectancy , re fers to  the
av erage age to w hich a new born
lives if current death rates continued
for their w hole life. It does not predict
an actual lifespan. Across most of
the 29 countries, males saw  larger
li fe ex pec tancy  dec lines  than
females ,  ac c ording to the
researchers.

The largest declines in life
expectancy  were observ ed among
males in the US, w ho saw  a decline
of 2.2 y ears relativ e to 2019 lev els,
follow ed by  Lithuanian males (1.7
y ears), they  said.
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South Central Railway Recruitment
2021, Apply for Technician Vacancies

@ scr.indianrailways.gov.in
South Central Railw ay  Recruitment 2021 | Technician | 21 Vacancies | Last Date: 25.09.2021

| SCR Job Notification @ scr.indianrailway s.gov.in
South Central Railw ay  Recruitment 2021: South Central Railw ay  has released recruitment

notification for engagement of Technician III posts. Candidates w ho are searching for Railw ay  jobs
may  apply for these 21 vacancies. Eligible candidates are invited to apply for this SCR Recruitment.
These adv ertised vacancies will be filled on LDCE Quota. Candidates need to read the terms &
conditions. Interested candidates may  apply  for this South Central Railw ay recruitment through
proper channel on or before 25.09.2021. Application receiv ed after the last date w ill be rejected.

South Central Railway  recruitment 2021 notification & application form for this SCR vacancy
are active at w ww .scr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in. Applicants w ho had passed Class 8th/ Class 10th
are eligible to apply for this SCR jobs. Applicants should hav e attained the prescribed educational
qualification & age limit. Candidates must submit the self-attested copies of documents like
educational qualification, age proof, ex perience certificate, etc. Selected candidates will be placed
at Secunderabad Div ision. Abov e said details are taken from the South Central Railw ay  recruitment
2021 notification that dated on 26.08.2021.

Steps to Dow nload SCR Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite scr.indianrailway s.gov.in.
Click on About Us>> Div isions>> Secunderabad>> Personnel>> Notifications & Results.
Find & click on formation of panel for filling up of the post of Technician Gr III.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Download the application form.
Fill the application form carefully.
Submit the form through prescribed mode.

TOLET
/ RENT

3 BHK full furnished
road facing Flat

available for rent in
Maansarovar Crest
near DAG Colony,
opposite Central

School. Government
servants / Defence

personnel preferred.
Rent Rs. 25,000/-

excluding
maintenance.

Interested party may
contact :

8610960821
or 9434261313. NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

No. 130-DB/RCD/e-tender/2021-22/ 2278      Wimberly
Gunj Dt.   24/09/2021

The Executive Engineer, Road Construction Division,
A.P.W.D., Wimberly Gunj invites on behalf of President of India
online Item rate tenders from contractors open for all irrespective
of their enlistment in APWD or any other Govt. Department
subject to the condition that they have experience on executing
the relevant magnitude of work as per CPWD works manual
and with other GOI Organizations in these Island and do not
have any adverse remarks: -

1. NIT No. 67/EE/RCD/APWD/WG/21-22 (Tender ID:
2021_APWD_3922_1).

Installation of float valve and water meter for Residential and
Non Residential Building under Wimberly Gunj Sub Division under
RCD, APWD, Wimberly Gunj.  Estimate Cost:-  ‘. 14,67,408/-
Time of completion:-     02 (Two) Months.

Last date of Submission: 12/10/2021 at 3.00 PM and Opening
date : 14/10/2021 at 10.00 AM

        The bid forms and other details can be obtained from
the website – https://eprocure.andaman.gov.in/nicgep/app.

IP/8061/21
2021/MediaRelease/715

LOST
I have  lost Pension

payment order original book
bear ing  number
713831805602 issued in the
name of Smti D Tamil Selvi
W/o Shri Late R Arasu R/o
Shad ipur lost in between
Shadipur to Aberdeen bazar.
Finde r p lease   call
7200713427.

Charges against Amazon serious, can't be
ignored; what RSS says is irrelevant: Congress

A day  af t er  R SS - l ink ed w eek ly
Panchjanya dubbed Am azon as “Eas t India
Company 2.0”, the Congress,  on Monday,
said whatev er t he Sangh say s is  irrelev ant
as  i t does not  s ay  anyt hing in  national
interest, but in the int erest of the ruling BJP.

Congress spokesperson Paw an Khera,
however, sa id the allegations against the US
e-com merce giant are ser ious and c annot
be ignored.

"The is sue of Am azon is a serious one
and it meri ts ev ery body' s att ention.  The
allegations against Amazon are very s erious
and they cannot  be ignored, " he said.

Asked about the comments of the RSS,
Khera said,  "What the R SS s ays  about
Amazon is i rrelevant because there is a duet
going on betw een the RSS and the BJ P.

"W e have seen that  duet  and they
stand exposed in the f armers' agitation. We
have seen t he dubious  ro le play ed by  t he
Bharatiy a Kisan Sangh as i t has not  come
in support of the farmers ev en for one day in
the last 10 months ."

The Congress leader  sa id "nobody
t ak es  w hat  the R SS say s  s er ious ly
anym ore, bec ause they  do not speak  t he

language in  national  in terest,  t hey t alk in
t he int eres t  o f the BJ P. " Amazon was
dubbed as  "Eas t Ind ia C ompany 2.0" by
Panchjanya, whic h has also alleged that the
fi rm has paid crores  of rupees in bribes f or
favourable gov ernment policies.  In its latest
edit ion, which will  hit the stands  on Oct ober
3, the RSS-linked weekly has carried a cover
st ory that is  h igh ly  c rit ic al  o f Amazon.

"W hatev er  the Eas t I nd ia Company  did in
the 18th c entury  to capture India,  the s ame
is  v isible in the activit ies of Amazon," t he
article titled ‘East India Company  2.0’ reads.
Claiming that Am azon wants to establish its
monopoly in t he Indian market, it says,  "For
doing so,  it has star ted t aking initia tives for
seiz ing the econom ic, poli tical and pers onal
freedom of the Ind ian c itizens.

PRESS NOTE
The cargo vessel MV Chuglam will sail for Campbell Bay via Car

Nicobar & Nancowry on 01.10.2021 (Fr i) at 1700 Hrs from Haddo/
Chatham Wharf and will sail for  Port Blair immediately after discharging/
loading of Cargo at respective ports. Booking of cargo for the above sailing
will commence from 28.09.2021 between 0900 Hrs to 1300 Hrs at
Commercial Wing. All the consigners are advised to book actual quantity
of cargo to be transshipped, as no excess cargo will be allowed.

Deputy Director (SS)
       A & N Admn.

PRESS NOTE
This is for the information of the passengers/general public  that the

Directorate in consultation with the Dis trict Administration has scheduled
the sailing programme of the vessel MV Coral Queen for  Diglipur v ia
Mayabunder on 29.09.2021. As per the schedule the vessel will sail for
Diglipur via Mayabunder on 29.09.2021 (Wed) at 2100 Hrs from Haddo
Wharf and will sail back to Port Blair on 30.09.2021 at 1500 Hrs from
Diglipur via Mayabunder.

Passenger tickets will be issued on 29.09.2021 from 1800 Hrs
onwards at Haddo Wharf as per latest COVID 19 SOP in effect.

Deputy Director (SS)
       A & N Admn.
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OPEN SECRET

YOUNG OBESE MAN SAVED AFTER HEART
ATTACK, THANKS TO RADIAL ANGIOPLASTY

A 25-year-old man, who weighed over a
100 kg and had suffered a heart attack, was
given a new lease of life after undergoing a
surgery that involves a minimal ly invasive
approach at  a leading private fac ility here,
hospital authorities said on Thursday.

The pat ient was  brought  to  M ax
hospital, Saket in south Delhi a fter having
suffered a heart attack, and was diagnosed
to hav e 99 per c ent obstruc tion in his left
anterior descending artery (LAD), doctors
said.

Doc tors  opt ed t o carry out radial
angioplasty recently  on him to open the
bloc k ed c oronary
arteries and restore blood
flow. This was v ia the
artery that supplies the
blood to the hand from
the heart.

Radial Angioplasty
is a m inimally invasive
approach t hat allows
ex pert s to  reach t he
heart via the radial artery
in the wrist. It requires
clinical expertise and is
considered safer than the
femoral route since veins
and ar teries are not at
risk of getting punctured;
and pat ient  is  a ls o
mobilis ed faster pos t the procedure, the
doctors said.

Wi th early intervention and stent
placement, doctors were successfully able
to manage his condition and stabilis e the
patient, the hospital said in a statement.

Dr Viveka Kumar, principal director and
chief o f Cath Labs (Pan Max) - Cardiac
Scienc es, who led the case, said, "I n this
particular case, the procedure became vital
since the patient was obese. We chose radial
angioplasty to minimise blood loss. We also
wanted early mobilisation since obese patients
like him, are at a high risk of complications".

Traditionally, coronary angioplasty has
been done through the fem oral artery,
accessed from the patient's groin. However,

in this  case the chances of complications
and bleeding were higher. While  radial
angioplast y is a c lin ica lly c hal lenging
procedure as the blocked artery is reached
through narrower blood vessels in the hand,
this procedure is safer than the femoral route
with lowered chances of puncture in major
blood vessels, he said.

Kumar added that  in  view of t he
patient's young age, he was implanted with
an absorbable stent which will get absorbed
in two years and the patient does not have to
take blood thinners life-long.

In radial angioplasty procedure, a wire

is taken to the blocked coronary artery. Then
a balloon is inflated across the blockage to
make appropriate space for the stent to be
deploy ed as scaf folding to  the artery and
preventing further recurrence of blockage,
the statement said.

This patient was non-diabetic and non-
hypertensive but a smoker and weighed over
100 kg. He was managed early in  the
emergency with anti-platelets (to prevent
clotting) and anti-anginal medications.

"After shifting him to the Cath-Lab for
an angiogram, we ascertained that he had 99
per c ent obst ruction in his left anterior
descending artery (LAD) and a t hrombus
(blood clot)  in the proximal region. We
im mediately p lanned f or  st ent ing and

thrombus aspiration to remove the clot.
Thankfully he responded well to the procedure
and normal blood flow  was restored in the
LAD artery. He recovered soon and was sent
home just after two days of hospital stay,"
the doctor said.

While this patient was never infected
with Covid, Kumar pointed out that there
was a "definite link " between Covid and
increased incidence of heart attacks.

"During the Covid and post-Covid era,
a s ign i f ic ant  num ber of  people are
experiencing cardiac issues and there has
been an alarming rise in episodes of heart

attack s as well.  It is
mainly the post-Covid
patients who are more
prone to heart attacks,
howev er, they c an be
treated successfu lly if
brought to the hospital
on t ime," he added.

The risk of heart
at t ac k  and st rok e
increases three-fold in
the f irs t t wo weeks
fo llowing C OVI D-19,
ac cording to a study
publ is he d in  The
Lancet journal , the
statement  claimed.

" C O V I D - 1 9
pat ients with pre-existing cardiovascular
disease have increased case fatality rates
as  c om p ared t o ot her s .  M os t
cardiovas cular events in patient s wi th
COVID -19 are the result of severe immune
over- reaction by the body, he said.

Symptoms of a hear t attack, include
unc om f or table pres s ure,  squeezing,
fullness and pain in the centre of the chest
last ing more than a few minut es , or
intermit tently erupting. Pain or dis comfort
in  one or bot h arm s, bac k,  neck,  jaw or
st om ac h, shor tness  of breat h w it h or
wi thout  c hest discomf or t, co ld sw eat,
naus ea or  l ight-headedness  are some
other s ymptoms to be aware of, doct ors
said.

BANKS IN INDIA TO BE CLOSED
FOR 21 DAYS IN OCTOBER

Here's is the list of ho liday s notified by  RBI.
1 October 2021 – Half Yearly  Closing of Bank Accounts
2 October 2021 – Mahatma Gandhi Jay anti
6 October 2021 – Mahalay a Amav asy e
7 October 2021 – Mera Chaoren Houba of Lainingthou Sanamahi
12 October 2021 – Durga Puja (Maha Saptami)
13 October 2021 – Durga Puja (Maha Ashtami)
14 October 2021 – Durga Puja/Dussehra /Ay utha Pooja
15 October 2021 – Durga Puja/Dasara/Dusshera (Vijay a Dashmi)
16 October 2021 – Durga Puja (Dasain)
18 October 2021 – Kati Bihu
19 Oc tober 2021 – Id-E-Milad/Eid-e-Miladunnabi/M ilad-i-Sherif
(Prophet Mohammad’s Birthday )/Barav afat
20 October 2021 – Valmiki’s B/day /Lakshmi Puja/Id-E-Milad
22 October 2021 – Friday  follow ing Eid-i-Milad-ul-Nabi
26 October– Accession Day

Those who do bank transactions in the coming month
of October should plan them  in advance as banks are to
remain closed for more than two-thirds of the month. There
could be huge delay in processing as many workers will be
availing  their leaves as well.

As per the list of holidays issued by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), banks in India will remain closed for up to 21
days in October 2021, including second and fourth Saturdays,
and Su ndays. However, since m ost of these days are state-
specific holidays, banks will not be closed for all 21 days in
all the states.

The ba nks will b e closed in  the first two days of the
month—Octo ber 1 being Half Yearly Closin g of Bank
Accounts and October 2 being Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti.

Holidays declared by RBI go under three categories —
Holiday under Negotiable Instruments Act; Holiday under
Negotiable Instruments Act and Real-Time Gross Settlement
Holiday; and Banks’ Closing of Accounts.


