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Thought for today

God‘s Blessings go

only to those who are
honest.

MY Bharat Seema
to sail for Diglipur

via MB on Jan 08
Port Blair, Jan 4: The
Direcbrate of Shipping Services in
consultation with the District
Administration has scheduled the
sailng programme of hev esselMV
Bharat Seema for Diglipur via
May abunderon08.01.2022 (Sat)at
1700 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and
will sail back to Port Blair on
09.01.2022 (Sun)at 1400 Hrs from
Diglipurvia Mayabunder. Passenger
tickets forthe above saiing wil be
issued fom 06.01.2022 between 0900
Hrs b 1300 Hs at Strs Ticketing
Counkers, Phoenix Bay by follow ing
latest COVD 19 SOP in efect.

An Excluly of WideRange National and Teriitorial New s
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Dairy Farm becomes new hotbed

for ganja consumptlon, peddiing

PortBlair, Jan 4: The recent
death of a Physical Education
Teacher of GSS Bathubasti
allegedly by ganja peddlers has
come as a blow tothe efforts of the
law enforcing agencies to totally
eliminate ganja peddling and
consumptionfrom the islands. The
recentincident i a clear pointer hat
consumpfonand supply ofganjais
rampant and local Police are
clueless. Ithas become achallenge
for the police departmentto control
its low and nab those involvedin
peddlingthis drug.

According to sources, the
stetch fom Seva Niketanto CPWD
quarters in Dairy Farm has become

the new beltor ganja peddlers. The
empty CPWD quarters here have
become the new hub for ganja
consumers and peddlers. A good
number of youth gather in these
emply quarersin lateeveninghours
foconsume ganja andindulge inall

sorts of anti-social activifes.
Ganja, also known as
marijuana has become the most
popular among drug addicts in the
city. Data also suggests gone are
theday's when people used torely
onalcoholand cigaretes, ganja has
become the new high for addicts
here. More

while none are of

stark is the fact thatalmost all the
ames’ made were of tafickers and

financiers or of those running the
drug trade at a large scale - an

indicator that the latter study the
tactics and strategies of the law
enfrcingagencies.

Students made to in queue for long
hours for receiving jabs; parents allege

poor coordination between agencies

Port Blair, Jan 4: "You will
receive the jabs only if youhave
registered y ourselfon the CoWIN
app as only those children in the
age group of 15to 18 will receive
the dose who hav e registered in
this portal’, this was told to hundreds
ofchidren by the staff b the children
who gathered at the JNRM
vacciafoncentre for mmunization.
Students ofabout4-5Schools were
calledfor vaccination atthe JNRM
Covidcenter. Accordingly, stidents
alongw ih their parents andteachers
started lining upin fontofthe Cov id-
19 centre atJNRM from 8.00 am.
However, atabout 12.00 pm, they
were told thatthe vaccine wiill be
givento only those students who
have regstered themselves in the
CoWinapp and ohers were bld to

|
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come after registration. Harassed
and fred students and their parents
protest againstthe conduct of the
healthstaff.

Finding the situation goingout
of hand, the staff contacted their
higher ups and agreed tov accinate
the students. According toreports,

the vaccination ofthese students
started atabout 1.45 pm. Harassed
parents now blame the School
managementand the health staff of
the Covid centre for poor
coordination leaving hundreds of
students to suffer. Students have
been standing in lines from the

morning withoutfood. Theagency
should chalk out proper plans and
then invite the students for
vaccination so that students do not
facedificuties and haveto waitfor
many hours for v accination. The
bestway istovaccinae hestudents

inther schools, feel some parents.

Services of
MYV Mus
withdrawn

Port Blair, Jan 4: This is to
inform that Due totechnical snagthe
vesselMVMus has beenwihdraw n
from the vehicle ferry service for
rectification ofits defects. How ever,
all efforts are being made by this
Directorate torecify he defcts and
restore normaley. Till such tme, the
commuters are requested to
cooperate with this Directorate.
Inconv enience causedto hegereral

MP demands COVID-19
vaccination of children in
their respective schools

PortBlair, Jan4: Mr. Kudeep Rai Sharma,
Member of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands have requested he Lt. Governor to drect
the health departmentand education deparimentio
arrange vaccination of childrenin their respecive
schools, as pera well-planned schedule. In a
letter addressed to the Hon’ble Lt. Gov ernor, the
Member Parliament expressed gratitude tow ards
Andaman and Nicobar Administration for starting
vaccinafon for children betw een 15-18 y ears in
PortBlair from today, which will greatly benefit
children of these Islands and protect them from
severe COVID-19infection. He pointed out that
several parents hav e how ever informed him hat
they are worried about s ending their children to
already crowded v accination centers, fearing
infection because of avoidable ex posure. The
Member of Parliament mentioned that according
to parents instead of calling sev eral groups of

children from different schools to vaccination
centers, they believe that the vaccination of
students must bearrangedin respeciveschods,
sothatchildren don’thav eto come incontactwith
alargenumber ofpeople atthe v accination center
and the risk of infection is minimized. He
mentioned that all schools are already sanitized
andare less crowded, where easily vaccination
teams can visitdak-wise and vaccinate children
ina perfecty omganized manner. Mr. KuldeepRai
Sharma added that gathering students atrespective
schools will also be easier for school authorities
thantaking them tov accination centers. Moreov er,
parents can plan the safe movement of children
from home to schools butfor vaccinationcenters,
nosuch safety can be planned. He added that
afer deection of the Omicron v ariantin Andaman
andrise in COVID-1
ensurethe safety of childrenand their parents.

19 cases this is necessary to

publicis deeply regretted.

Vice Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi, AVSM, NM Chief
of Personnel of Indian
Navy, currently on avisit
to these Islands, called on
Admiral D K Joshi,
PVSM, AVSM, YSM,
NM, VSM (Retd.),
Honble Lt Govemor,
A&N Islands and Vice-
Chairman, Islands
Development Agency
today at Raj Niwas.

TheDistrict Congress
Committee President
Mr. V.KAbdul Aziz on
Tuesday inaugurated a
vaccination drive for
chidrenaged between
15and 18 years at PHC
Ferrargunj. Mr. Aziz was
invitedin the function as
Guest of Honour by Dr.
Chakraborty.
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o # Rangalal Halder plays good
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samaritan, helps road accident
victims reach hospital ontime
he took the injured in his car
and shifted them to G.B Pant
hospital. The victims are safe
now but have sustained
multiple injuries on their body.

Mr. Halder spent nearfy half an
hour in the hospital. He also
assigned his party workers to
take care of the acciden

ictims.

10 positive Covid-19
cases reported in isles

PortBlair, Jan 4: During the
RT-PCR test conducted 379 on
passengers who arrived here
yesterday, 10posifve cases have
been detected. Yesterday, 13 fights
with 2170 passengers arriv ed, out
of which, 1773 were vaccinated
wit bath doses w hileRT-PCR st

with RAT and all were found
negatve.

Meanwhile, the vaccination
driveis continuing smootly in AAN
Islands. As perdata available, a
total of 5,94,997 benefciaries have
been vaccinated so far in A&N
Islands. A total of1934 people were

was on 397p v ted yesterday. 1607
(includes 34 travellers)  beneficiaries were vaccil in
andthe reports are awatted. During  South Andaman Dis trict, out of

on 93p: which, 1010 iaries werein

bound forNorth&Mldde Andaman
at Ferrargunj, all were found
negative. At Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, testw as on

theage group of 1518 years, w hile

104 beneficiaries were in the age

group of 18-44 y ears. Simiarly, 327
iaries were vaccil

58 passengers and all w ere found
negative. AtPhoenix Bay Jetty,
54 passengers w ere tesed w ith RAT
and all were found negative. At
Helipad, 15 passengers w ere esed

North & Middle Andaman Dlsmct
outofw hich, 283 benefciaries were
in the age group of 15-18 years,
while 7 beneficiaries were in the
agegroup of 18-44y ears.

Last rituals of
deceased
PET will be

held on Jan,6

PortBlar, 4" Jan, 2022 Thelast
rituals of Late Krishna Murthy,
Physicd Education Teacher is
said to be held on 6" January,
2022. As per information
receiv ed from the family ofthe
deceased, the son of Late
Krishna Murthy will be arriving
in Port Blair tomorrow.
Thereafter fituals will be held.

Presently the body has been
keptin the mortuary of G. B
Pant Hospital, Port Blair.
Krishna Murthy gotinjuredw hie
frying b mediate andcalm two
drunken people engaged in

phy sical quarrel.

ISRO targets launch of uncrewed
flights under Gaganyaan mission
before Independence Day

The Indian Space Research
Organisaion (SRO) s targetingthe
launch of first of the two planned
uncrewed flights under the
Gaganyaan mission before
Independence Day this year.

ISROchaimpersonDr K Sivan
said the third lunar mission

Chandrayaan-3 will be launched bys ¢

middle ofthe nextyear. Ina letter

A a N

encouraging the scientists at the
organizafon, Dr Sivan said, launch
of EOS-4 and EOS-6 onboard
PSLV and launch of E0S-02
onboard maiden flight of SSLV are
immedate tasks at hand thisy ear.

He said, here is a drective to
launch te first unmanned mission
re the 75th anniversary of
-

See... Page 02

Lod b

Awareness for adherence of
COVID protocols and restrictions

:: Bakultala Narayan

Bakultala, 4" Jan, 2022:
Following declaration for
enforcement of restrictions to
contain the spread of virus in

- |
islands, a short awareness

programme was conducted by the

Police out Post- Bakulatala.

Immediately after release of
restriction guidelines, the In-charge

= -
of Police out post- Bakultala Mr. B.
S. Halder called a meeting
of Merchant Ass ociations, shop
keepers, general public, Ex-PRI

See... Page 02

Centre suspends Biometric Attendance
for government employees till 31st Jan

Ministr of Stte for Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pensions
Dr Jitendra Singh has announced
the suspension of the Biom etric
Attendance for government

employ ees with immediate effect

DoPT said that biometric

due to rise in Covid cases. Ina attendance will remain suspended

tweet, Dr. Singh said, thedecision till 31st January. Heads of

has been taken in the interest of Departments have been asked to

sabty andheath oftheemploy ees.

See... Page 02

Selvanus Runda (SHIJJU) BJPState General Secretaq/ Yuva
morcha Joinedcongress party today in the presence of PCC
MEMBERS Shri Saw Thompsonand Block president Shri P.

Jaiseelan, with ExecutiveMembers of Congress party.

More than152.96 crore COVID
vaccine doses provided to States/UTs

The Union Governmenthas
said that more than 152 crore 96
lakh COVID vaccine doses have
been provided to States and Union
Territories so far. Health Ministry
today said thatmore than 19 crore
69 lakh balance and unutilized
vaccine doses are still available
with the States and UTs to be
administered.

As part of the Nationw ide
VaccinationDrive, he govemment
has been supporting the States and
Union Territories by providing hem
COVIDvaccines free of cost. The
Union Government is committed
to accelerating the pace and
expanding the scope of COVID-
19 vaccination throughout the
country

Tree plantatlon drlve at
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram

Port Blair, Jan 4:
The Yuva Bharat Sam aj Seva
Charitable Trust (YBSSCT) in
collaboration with the Forest
department held a tree
plantation drive on 03-01-2022
at Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram
(VKA), Shadipur, Port Blair.
Also, children from Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram participatedin

this event.

The program began with
the worship of Mother Earth
byShni. T SreehariJi, Incharge
of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
Shadipur. Further, two staff

from the department of

emvironment and forest guided
the gathering for planting the
saplings. A broad array of 50

flowering plants were planted

in the Ashram premises.
YBSSCT extends heartfelt
gratiude to Shri. R. Ajay
Kumar, IFS, Divisional Forest
Officer, Forest Extension and
publicity Division, Haddo,
PortBlair for providing flower
saplings. This is a small
See... Page 02
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be set up to check unemployment among scientists and
technologists, Indira Gandhi announced in Mysore.
Addressing the 69th annual session of the Indian Science
Congress at the Mysore University cangous, she said that

be filled. She said the national science and technology
entrepreneurship board would be constituted to link idle
science and technology manpower with under-utilised
institutional facilities. The PM said the govemment was
launching a three-pronged programme, which would take
care of the inappropriate employment of such qualified
persons.

Pakistan, External Affairs Minister said in an interview to
PTI. He said that the govemment’s response on the issue
had been “positive and correct”. The minister was
answering questions on the hectic diplomatic activity
between the two countries. Rao recalled his statement in
Parliament that Pakistan had ‘conveniently” rejected
India’s repeated offers of a no-war pact, first made in
1949. Still, this country hadrespondedin a positive manner.

said in New Delhi that Hindu-Sikh unity was an article of

PM on scientists

A national entrepreneurship development board will

vacancies in the field of science and technology would

No war pact
India has an “open mind” on a no-war pact with

Sikh-Hindu unity
Militant Sikh leader Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale

ith with him. Addressing a huge congregation at

JIURDE

ECAME THE SECONI
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It's been a bumpy drive for
automobile companies in the last
several months. While passenger
vehicle demand has been strong,
production andsupplies hav e failed to
keep pace due to the acute
semiconductor shortage that has
affected car makers globally. Notso it
may seem for Tata Motors. The
homegrow n car maker continues to
cruise along a smooth highway and,
in December, raced ahead of Hy undai
Motor to become the second largest
car makerin the country interms of
monhly sdes.

Tata Motors shipped 35,299
passengervehicles fo its dealers last
month, compared to Hyundai's

domesic wholesales of 32,312units.
Tala Mobrs sales were up 50 per cent
year-on-year, while Hyundai's
domestic sales declined 32 per cent.
Thisis the firsttime since Tata Motors
entered the passenger v ehicle market
thatit has become the second largest
inthe space.

To be fair, Hy undai still remains
the second largest car maker in the
country, on an annual sales basis. The
Korean car maker sold5.05 lakh units
in India in 2021. On the other hand,
Tata Motors’ PV sales in the same
period stood at around 331,178 units,

isako oneofthe largest autoex porters
from India. ftex ported 16,621 nits in
Decemberand 1.301akh unit in2021.
Add thesefigures and Hy undai gains
furher ground ov er Tata Mobrs.
Despite this, the decade high
quarterly and monthly sales for Tata
Motors suggests it has been making
allthe rightmov es. The Harrier, Safri
and Nexonsports uiliy vehicles have
found good tacton for Tata Motors amid
agenerd ndusty -wide rise n demand
forSUVs in thecountry. Tocash non
this demand further, Tata Motors last
yearlaunched the Punchmicro-SUV,
ved -

whichwas sill the highest ev er since
the inceptionof the passenger v ehicle
business. Also to note is that Hyundai

Whicha D
Launched only in October, the
Punch, w hich competes wih the lkes
of Mahindra KUV and
Nissan Magnite, is
afready the secondmost
selling product in Tata’s
existing  portfolio
follow ngthe Nexon. The
Nexon and Punch
grabbed the third and
sixth position in SUV
sales in the country in
November.
Analysts say the
Punch will help Tata
Motors gain market
share further in 2022

Tata Motors’ early aggression in the
electric PV segmentis also reaping
bigdividends for the car maker.

“EV sales touched 10,000 units
innine months of FY22 and crossed
2,000 monthly sales landmark for the
first ime in December 2021 (2,255
units). The ev erincreasing demand or
Nexon EVand Tigor EV as well as
progressive revival of the EV fleet
segmentwere instrumental i driving
this steep growth,” said Shailesh
Chandra, president, passenger
vehicles business unit, Tata Mobrs.

The company had launched the
Nexon EV back in 2020. In 2021, it
rolled out the Tigor EV for the passenger
segmertand the XPRES-T EV frthe
fleetsegment. This has helped itgain a
huge leap overrrivals, w ho are either
stil draw ing up plans or ofer only one-
twoEVsin the market, that too in the
premium or luxury segment. In
December, Tata Motors’ EV sales
jumped 439 per centfrom a year ago
102,255 units.

Recentreports suggest that the
company is likely to launch the Nexon
witha biggerbattery, which shoudgve
ita longer range, sometime this y ear.
This wil certinly give Tata's EVmarket
sharea further boost “The new launch
of TigorEV (approv ed for gov emments

share,” said Basudeb Banerjee,
research analy stat ICICI Securities.

Buoyed by the strong sales
momentum, inv estors hav e lappedup
Tata Motors shares, which are up 166
per centover the pastone year. In
comparison, the BSE Auto index has
gained only 20 per centin the same
period.

Despite the stellar performance
thus far, worries do remain.
Semiconductor supplies will remain
key source of uncertainty, said
Chandra of Tata Motors. Furthermore,
theimpact ofhie new Omicron v ariant
of COVID-19 willneed to be closely
tracked, he added. Already,
coronavirus cases are surging in
sev eral states like Maharashtra and
Delhi, pomptingthe govemments there
toimpose fresh setof restrictions.

On Tuesday, broking firm CLSA
downgraded Tata Motors shares to
“sell' from “buy”. This downgrade was
premised on lower v aluation for Tata
Mobrs’ domestic PV business, below
thevaluation ascribedtoitby aprivate
equity fund. CLSA also ascribed a
lower v duafon fr Tata Motors' luxury
Jaguar Land Rover unit. The broker
cited slower EV ramp up by JLR
versus compelitors or the same.

Tata Motors shares w eredown 2

The Sikh leader sail

Hindu unity”.

Gurdwara Rakabganj, organised to end the mouming
period for Jathedar Santokh Singh, Bhindranwale said
the press had wrongly depicted him as a Hindu baiter.
he wanted Hindus and Sikhs to live
peacefully. He said Hindus and even Muslims, who did not
smoke, should be honoured at Sikh platforms and
presented with “siropas”. He said he was surprised th:

Hindu leaders were not reciprocating the call for “Sikh-

among ICE (internal
combustion engine)
vehicles. Separately,

FAME I subsidy) s likely toimprove
EV sales, while the recenty launched
Punch could further aid ICE market

per cent b Rs487.50in aftemoon trade
posthe CLSA downgrade.

ISROtargets launch..
County'sindependence ie, August
15th this year and all the
stakeholders are putting their best
effortto meet the schedule.

Dr. Sivan said,
Chandrayaan-3 design changes
incorporating and testing has seen
huge progress and the mission coud
be launched by he middle of next
year.

Sfrom... Page 01

The launch of the three earth
observ ation satellites - EO0S-02,
EOS-04, and EOS-06 have been
delay ed for sev eral months now .
Al big-ticket scientific mis sions,
includingIndia’s first solar mission
AdtyaL1, whichwere b ke place
in 2021 were pushed w hen the
launch schedule was revisedafter
thesecond wave of he pandemic.

Awareness for ..

members, general public and
discussed various aspects of
restrictions and urged all the
participants to adhere to restrictions
inletter andspiit. Mr. Halder briefed
patticipants about various aspects

from... Page 01

RBI allows offline
digital payments

Topush dgital ransactions in

The framew ork incorporates

recourse to the Reserve Bank

rural and semi-urban areas, the thefeedback receved fom e piot Integrated Ombudsman Scheme fr

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Monday issued a framework
alowing offine pay ments up
o Rs 200 per trans action,
subjectto an overall limitof
Rs 2,000. Onoffiine digital

of C and ly
of every citizen in fighting the
pandemic. At the end of his briefing,
he gave his mobile number to
participants and urged them to
inform him about any illegal activity.

Centre suspends ..

ensure hatemploy ees w earmasks
at all tmes and follow COVID-
appropriate behav iour.

Physical attendance of
Government servants below the
levelof Under Secretary has been
restictedto 50 percentof the actual
strengh. 50 percentofthe staffwill
work from home. Persons with
disabiliies and pregnant women

from... Page 01
employ ees have been exempted
from attending the office but they
will work from home. DoPT has
further ordered b follow staggered
timing to avoid timings to avoid
overcrow ding. DoPT said, all
officers and staff residing in the
contahment zone will be exempted
from coming to offices till the
continmentzone is denofifed.

Treeplantation ..

endeavor by the YBSSCT to
inculcate theimportance ofthe
envionmentamong thecitizens
of Port Blair. The initiatives of

from... Page 01
sim ilar kind will help us to
combat against climate change
together and are the need of
the hour:

ANTCC President
condoles demise

Port Blair, Jan 4: ANTCC President Mr. Rangalal Halder has
expressed deep sadness atthe passing away of Shri. SathatarMondal
(age 53), resident of Mithakhari village w ho breathed his last at
PHC Tushnabad. He condoled the demise of Mr. Nepal Bisw as (age
40), resident of Minibay (Ward no. 16) w hobreahed his laston Tuesday
4:10 amat G.B PantHospital. He prayed to the almighty for the strength
and perseverance of all bereav ed family members to get through this

difficult ime of irreparableloss.

Over 40 lakh people between
15 to 18 age group received
their first dose of COVID
vaccine: Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya

Over40lakh people between
15to 18age groupreceived theirfirst
dose of COVID vaccine il 8 PM
today on thefirstday ofvaccinaion

drive for children. In a tw eet Health
MinisterMansukh Mandaviy a said
this is another feather in the cap of
India’s vaccination drive.

Stay Home! Stay Safe!

pay mentmeans a
thatdoes not require inernet 4
ortelecom connectiviy.
Under te offine mode, &
payment can be cariiedout g
face-to-face (proximity
mode) using any channel or
instument ike cards, wales,
andmobike devices.

require an additional factor of
authentication (AFA), the Reserve
Bank of hdiasaid, adding thatsince
the transactions are offiine, alerts
(by way of SMS and/or e-mail)
will be received by the customer
after a ime lag.

"Transactions aresubject b a
limitof Rs 200 per transaction and
anoverall limitofRs 2,000 for all
transactions untilthe balance inthe
account is replenished. Balance
replenishment canonly occurinan
online mode," sad the Framew ork
for Facilitating Small Value Digital
Pay ments in Offiine Mode.

ex peri on offine

conducted in different parts of the

Septem ber 2020 to June 2021, it
said. "Offline transactions are
expected to give apush to digital
fransactions in areas with poor or
weak internet or telecom
connectivity, particularly in semi-
urban and rural areas. The new
framew ork is applicable with
immedateefect,” theRBI said. The
offine mode of pay ment, it said, can
beenabled afer obtaining the specifc
consent of the customer. The
customers, itadded, will continue
o enjoy protection under the
provisions of circulars limiting
customer liability and will have

V.
Offiine payments can be

made using any channel 1.Route No. I - Cha.tham to Dundus Point.

or instrumentlike cards, Station D_em Remarks

wallets, and mobile Time

devices. "Offline Chatham to Dundus Point 1900 Hrs

payments shall be made Dundus Point to Chatham 1930 Hrs Last Ferry

in proximty (face-to-face)

mode only," it said and

added yma‘ such 2. Route No. II - Chatham to Bamboo Flat.

transactions may be (Vehicle & Passenger Ferry)

offered w thout AFA. Station Departure Remarks
Also, such Time

vﬁnslzc::ni usw:jg c.gfst Chatham to Bamboo Flat 2000 Hrs

shauid e alow eaw hou BambooFlat to Chatham 2000 Hrs Last Ferry

These transactions will not country during the period from a requirement to switch on the

contactiess transaction channel.
Further, the acquirer should incur
all liabilities arising outof technical
ortransaction security issues atthe
merchants end. The RBI also
emphasised that offiine pay ments
wilbecovered underthe prov isions
of its limited customer liability
circulars.

The RBI has asked all the
authorised payment system
operators (PSOs) and pay ment
system participants (PSPs)
acquirers and issuers (banks and
non-banks) to ensure compliance
withthe instructions.

Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes
found guilty of fraud, conspiracy

A jury found fallen Silicon
Valley starElizabeth Hdmes guilty
of faud for turning her blood-testing
strup Theranos into asophisticaed
sham one that duped bilionaires and
other unwitting investors into
backinga seemingly rev olutionary
company whose medical
technology never worked as
Halmes promised. The 37-y ear-old
Holmes was found guilty on 2
counts of wire faudand2 counts of
conspiracy to commit fraud on
Monday ater7 day s ofdelberation.
Thejury decision followed a three-
month trial featuring dozens of
winesses including Holmes herself
and numerous ex hibits. She now
faces up to 20 years in prison for
each guilty count, although legal
experts say she is unlikely to
receive any thing close to the
maximum sentence. The jury
deadocked on the three remaining
charges. The splitverdicts area
mixed bagfor the prosecution, but

David Ring, alaw yerw ho has been
followingthe Holmes case closely.
Federal prosecubrs spent much of
the trial providing testimony and
evidence to depict Holmes as a
charlaian obsessed with fame and
fortune. In seven days on the
wihess stand, Holmes castherself
as avisionary frailblazer in male-
dominated Siicon Valey whowas
emotionally and sex ually abused
by her former lover and business
partner, Sunny Balwani. Holmes
founded Theranos w hen she was
19, dropping out of Stanford to
pursue a "bold, humanitarian idea".
Possessed of seemingly boundless
netw orking chutzpah, Holmes buied
Theranos blood-esting techndogy
as a breakthrough that could scan
for hundreds of medical conditions
usingjust afew drops of blood. By
2015, 11 years after leaving
Stanford, Holmes had raised
hundreds of millions of dollars for
her company, pus hing its market

self-made female billionaire at30.
Just three years later, though,
Theranos collapsed inscandal.

Whenyoung, Holmes was a
competiive prodigy who openly
aspiredto makea v ast briune. She
started study ng Mandarin Chirese
with a tutoraroundage 9, andtalked
her w ay into summer classes in
the language at Stanford after her
sophomore y ear in high school. In
her sophomore college year, she
took the remainder of her tuition
money as astakeand droppedout
torun her company.

The company's fairy -tale
success startedto unravelin 2016,
when a series of Wall Street Journal
articles anda federal regulatory audit
uncov ered a pattern of grossly
inaccurate blood results intests run
onTheranos devices. The Homes
frial has exposed Silicon Valley's
fekeittil y oumakeitcuture inpainfil
detail. Tech entrepreneurs often
overpromise and exaggerate, so

This is for the information of the commuters/general public that to
curb the spread of COVID positive cases in A&N Islands for the safety of’
the people the District Administration has imposed Night Curfew from
09 PM to 5 AM. In view of this, this Directorate has decided to curtail
the existing passenger/Vehicle ferry service between Chatham -
Bambooflat,
Bambooflat /Panighat during night hours. The last passenger/vehicle
ferry service will be available for commuters during night hours in the

PRESS NOTE

Chatham- Dundus Point,

above routes as under:-

3. Route No. III - Between Phoenix Bay & Bamboo Flat.

4. Route No. IV - Between Phoenix Bay & Panighat.

The above schedule will come in force with effect from 4* January,

Phoenix

Bay -

Station Departure Remarks
Time
Phoenix Bay to Bamboo 1915 Hrs
Flat Last Ferry
[Bamboo flat to Phoenix Bay 1945 Hrs

2022.

It is, further, advised to all the passengers to adhere to the

following measures while travelling on board

e Vessels operating in the Harbour Sector and Foreshore
(Swaraj Dwee p & Shaheed Dwee p) shall
carry only 70% of its carrying capacity with staggered seating
arrangement thereby following safe social distancing.

Sector

e Passengers shall maintain orderly embarkation and
disembarkation and avoid congregation on board vessels and

maintain social distancing.

e All passengers shall compulsorily wear face mask and carry

sanitizers at all times.

e Consumption of liquor, paan, ghutka, tobacco etc on board

vessel and spiting is strictly prohibited.

e Avoid congregation and maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet)
distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or

sneezing.

e While travelling, in case any passenger feels fever, cough
or difficulty in breathing, he/she may immediately report
to the ship’s staff for taking further necessary action.

e Passengers travelling onboard shall strictly adhere to the

instructions of ship’s staff.

The Directorate of Shipping Services solicits cooperation
from all commuters so as to enable the vessels to provide a safe

and comfortable journey.

Station Departure Remarks
Time
Phoenix Bay to Panighat 1915 Hrs
Panighat to Phoenix Bay 1945 Hrs Last Ferry

its a loss for Elizabeth Holmes value to $9 billion. Half of that prosecutors faced the challenge of Deputy Director (SS!

because she is going away to belonged to Holmes, eaming her proving that Holmes' boosterism puty (S8)

prison br atleasta few years, said themorikerof the worlds youngest  crossedthe line intofraud. A & NAdmn.
CM K PB
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e-TENDER NOTICE

No. DB-Tender/Ele ct/WSD/2021-22/2755dt.31/12/2021

Why are so

professional driving license for the under mentioned work..

hrs).

1P/8369/21
2021/MediaRelease/1023

The Executive Engineer, Workshop Division, APWD, Port Blair invites on behalf of President
of India, online Item Rate tenders from the Enlisted contractor of APWDand Non APWD
Contractors irrespective of their enlistment subject to the condition that they have experience of
having successfully completed of work dealing with Providing Services of vehicle’s driver in the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands with Govt. Organizations & do nothave any adverse remarksregistered
labour contractors/ Agencies for providing services to drive Heavy Vehicles with those who have

1. Name of Work:-R&M of 12Nos. Ashok Leyland Truck procured under MOT fund
During 2021-2022. SW:- Providing services to Drive Heavy Vehicles under Transport
Sub-Division. Estimate CostPut To Tender:-.29,26,440/-, EMD:-*.58,529/-& Time
of Completion:-06 Months TENDER ID:2021_APWD_4840_1

2. Name of Work:-R&M/o 6nos. Maruty Gypsy King, 06 Nos. Maruti Gypsy, 02 Nos.
Maruti Omni and 07 Nos. Commander Jeep under Workshop Sub-Division, during 2021-
22. SW:-Providing services to Drive Light Vehicles. Estimate Cost Put To Tender:-
<21,80,510/-, EMD:“.43,610/-& Time of Completion:- 06 Months TENDER
ID:2021_APWD_4842_1& last time & date of Submission of bid:12/01/2022 (10:00 N

The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the web site e procure .andaman.gov.in.

many vaccinated
people getting
COVID-19 lately

A couple ofﬁctols are atplay, staring with

omicron

i g Rfwma @

| Securities and Exchange Board of India
RECRUITMENT - 2022
APPLICATIONS FOR THE POST OF UFHLER GRADE A - GENERAL

LEGAL, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, RESEARCH AND
QOFFICIAL LANGUAGE STREAMS

variant. Omicron i morellkelyto inect people,
evenifit doesn'tmake them very sick, and its
surgeconcided wih the holiday trav el seasonin
marny places. Peoplemightmistakenly think the
COVID-19 vaccines will completely block
infection, but the shos are mainly designed to
preventsevere ilness, says Louis Mansky, a
virus researcher atthe University of Minnesota.
And thevaccines are still doing their jobon that
front, particularly forpeoplewhd've goten booskers.
Twodoses of the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
vaccines or one dose of the Johnson &Johnson
vacciestil oferstrong protection againstserious
illness from omicron. VAhile those initial doses
aren'tvery good atblocking omicron infection,
boosters particulaly withthe Pizer and Modema
vaccines rev up levels of the antibodies tohelp
fend off inection. Omicron appears to replicate
eficiently hanprevious varants. And
ifinected people have highvirus loads, there's a
greater likelihood theyl pass it on to others,
especialy the unvaccinated. Vaccinated people
who getthe virus are more likely to have mild

Executive Engineer symptoms, ifany, shcethe shots triggermultiple
. defenses in yourimmune system, making tmuch
Workshop Division | more diffcultfor omicron o slp past them all.
. Advicefor staying safe hasn'tchanged. Docbors

APWD, Port Bhir i e

say to wear masks indoors, av oid crow ds and
get vaccinated and boosted. Even though the
shots won't alway s keep you from cathingthe
vis, eyl make itmuch more likely y ou stay

alive andout of the hospital.

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PcstHO vacanmes |Last
date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ org

CMRL Recruitment2021: Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
qualified and ex perienced p | for the appointment to the postof General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernrment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may send their filled application form along with the s elf-atte sted
copies of certificates in support ofeducational qualification, experience certificate, birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated form will notbe for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitmentsite.

THDC Recruitment 2021, Apply
ITITrade Apprentice Vacancies
(@ thdc.co.in

THDC Recruitment2021 | Apprentice Post| 47 Vacancies |Last Date: 29.12.2021 |
Dow nload Application Form @ thdc.co.in

THDC Recruitment 2021: THDC India Limited will provide a greatopportunity for the
candidakes w ho are lookingfor Centrl Governmentjobs. Because THDC currently announced
recruitment notification [ITI- Trade Apprentices 01/2021] for choosing eligible candidates to
undergo oney ear Apprenticeship Training under Apprentice Act. 1961. Hereby, there are 47
vacancies are allotted for the ITI Trade Apprentice under various designation. Candidates
who are elgible for these THDC jobs may dow nload application fom, fill the details properly
and then send itto the given address. The lastdate for the submission of application form is
29.12.2021. Before it ication form, should register themselves in
NAPs portal, withoutregistration candidates will notbe engaged as apprenticeship trainee.
THDC invites applications from eligible candidates w ho are having domicile ofUttarakhand.
Candidats who possess the minimum quaification of 10th/ [Tl pass are also to be eligible to
apply this THDC India Limited recruitment. Candidates may fll the THDC job vacancy through
merit, on the basis of marks obtained in their respective trades. There will be no interview
conducted for THDC recruitment. More details of THDC Apprentice recruitment, sy llabus,
THDC job vacancy, upcoming noffication, application form etc. wil be uploaded onthe oficial
websik.

Here you will getthe details of educational qualification, age limit, selection process,
apply mode and how to apply process for THDC recruitmentare briefly discussed above.
Stay uned with daily recruiment.in togetmore latestjob updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Recruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & [ 179
| Last Date: 18.12.2021| FACT Job Notification @ fact.co.in
FACT Recruitment2021: Fertilisers and Chemicals Travancore Limited (FACT)is

going to hire candidatess for of Appi under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categs . Eligible ¢ are invited toapply for these 179
vacancies. Candidates who are hing for TV Diplomal Ei jobs may apply

for this currentjob openings to join atFACT. Candidates are advised to register their name
inBOAT (www.mhrdnats.gov..in)/ NAPS (www .apprenticeshipindia.org). The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recruitment2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprenice jobs will be based on meiitlist. Central Govtjob
seekers are instruced to apply for these FACT vacancies. Merit listwillbe prepared on basis
ofmarks secured inqualfy ing jon. FACT i 2021 notification pdf &
form are available from 23.11.2021 @www factco.in. Training will be provided for 1 year.
Training locaton is FACT Kerala. ions must b hed the p ibed address on or
before the last date. More detais of FACT Apprenti it 2021, , merit ist,
resuls & upcoming job notices will be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check www fact.co.in br more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualifcation,
age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply have provided above. Looking
forward with www daily recruiment.into get recent updates.

BSNL Recruitment 2022, Apply 71
Apprentice Vacancies @ bsnl.co.in

BSNL Recruitment2021 | Apprentice Post | 55 | Last Date: 29.12.2021 |
Apply BSNL Apprentice Jobs @ bsnl. co.in

BSNL Recruitment2021: BharatSan char ngam Limited Maharashtra Clrcle is in
process of engaging 55 Diploma holdersin field € E&TC/
Computer/IT) for apprenticeship training under the Apprentices Act 1961 for a period ofone
yearwith salary up to Rs. 8,000. Eligible Indian candidates w ho hav e passed ther Diploma
course in relevantfield may apply this BSNLjobs using BOAT's Govt. Portal. The lastdate
for the submis sion of applications is 29.12.2021. Those candidates w ho are looking for
Central Gov ernmentjobs can apply this BSNL Apprentice recruitmenton or before the last
date. Inerested candidates areadvised to apply BSNLrecruiment intime b avoid last minute
rush. After applying onllne candldates need to take printout oﬁhe application form for some

Securities anc Exchange Beard of indiz (311

aslablished by an Agt of Fariamenl lu protect the inter
securities, 1o comale tne develgpmenl ol and 1o re:]ulsle he =ecurtibies
market. SEBI

oost of Officers in Grade & - {3

ryites applications frem b o e

| Leczl

Research and Offical Language Slreems.

The appications can be filed OMLINE frem January 05, 2052 to lzmuary 24,
2022,

For fhe detailed advert semert and online application form, viell SEB| wabsile

at: hitrs:ivasys sehi.now.in soutéclion dot 8%

davp 1570611/0308/7122

BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies
@ bsf.gov.in

BSF Recruitment 2021 | Constable, HC & ASI Posts | 72 Vacancies | Last Date:
Within 45 Day's | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in

BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security Force (BSF)invites online application from
capable persons tofill up ASI, HC & Constable posts. They are announced 72 vacancies
for these Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF. Applicants who are
seeking or Central Gov ernmentjobs may apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
advertisedvacancies, candidates shouldread he noffication to check the eligbility. Interested
candidates need to submitthe application through online mode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselves within 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv erisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 nofification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment2021 @
www rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates whohad completed Class 10t/ [Tl/ Diplomamay usethis
chanceto start &dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian nafonal to apply for
these BSF Group C posts. BSF expects both male & female eligible candidates to fulfil the
vacant positions. Number of v acancies may change as per requirement. Experience in
relevantfield is essentia to apply forthis BSF jobs. More details ofBSF Constablerecruitment
2021, selectionlist, meritlist, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
websik.

Steps to Apply Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Nofification

Go to official webste rectt.bsfgov.in.

Find &click on appropriate notification.

Readthe notification horoughly.

Fill the online applicationform.

Submit& take a copy of filled form.

Please visit www . bsf.gov.in to know details of BSF job opportunity. Herew e have
prescribed educational qualifcation, agelimit, selection process, apply mode &steps to apply.
Looking forw ard with ww w daily recruitment.in toknow latest job updates.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021
(New), Apply 188 Group CVacancies

(@ www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment2021 |MTS, LDC & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 days | Download Indian Army Recruitment Notification @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment2021: Indian Military Academy (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook IT, MT Driver (Ordinary Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly, MTS (Chowkidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment Repairer, Bicy cle Repairer,
MTS (Messenger), Laboratory Attendantposts. It invites offline application from eligible
candidates. There are 188 vacancies wil be filled by IMA Dehradun andpost wise vacancy
details are given below. Candidates who are searching Defence Jobs kindly submit the

icaton in the formatw ithin 45 day s from the date ofpublication of advertisement

reference. or form without ant will
notbe considered. BSNL selects candidates through merit/ personal interview, shortlisted
candidate will be inimated through e-mail for document v erification & joining if selected.
Selected i will be placed at Circle. More details of BSNL Apprentice

Careers, apply onlne link, BSNLJobs sekectionlistetc. will
be available on the official w ebsite. The detailed i ion, age
limit, selection process, application fees, apply mode and how toapply process for BSNL
recruitment s discussed above. Stay tned with daily into getmore

in Employment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Recruitment 2021 Nofification & Indian
Military Academy Recruitment application form is available @ www .indianarmy.nic..in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs mustcheck their eligibility i.e.
educational qualification, age limit, ex perience and efc. Selection will be based on Written
Test& Skill Testand selected candidates will be appointed atDehradun. More details of
www.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answer
key, meritlist, selection list, admitcard, result, upcoming central govt jobs nofifications and
etc. will be uploaded on official w ebsite.
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMMERCE TO BECOME
$1.2 TRILLION MARKET BY 2025

The pandemic has already changed

the way we shop. E-commerce and

pay have be way

of life whether or not we prefer in-store
browsingover online shopping.

Inthe backdrop ofthe Omicronvarant
toppinginfectivity charts everywhere, anew
study led by Accenture has predicted that
shopping on socialmedia will reach a global
market size of $1. 2trillion by 2025, growing
three times faster than the rate at which
traditional e-commerce grew.

The report, "Shopping Set for a Social
Revolution, "examines the social commerce
opportunities via an online survey of over
10,000 social media users in China, India,
Brazil, the US and the UK. Social
commerce means a person’s entire
shopping experience—from product

discovery tothe check-out process—takes
place on social media platforms like
Facebook and Instagram. This can range
from being directed to a Marks & Spencer
sale on aFacebook feed to stumbling onto
aniche, small-time ice-cream company on
Instagram.

Just under two thirds (64 per cent) of
socialmedia users surveyedsaid they made
asocial commercepurchaseinthe last year,
whichAccenture estimates to reflect nearly
2billion social buyers globally. Growth is
predicted to be driven primarily by GenZ
and Millennial social media users,
accounting for 62 per cent of global social
commerce spending by 2025.

"We designed and fielded an online
survey of 10,053 social media users in
China, India, Brazi, the U.S. and the U.K.

The online study was conducted between
August 12 and Sep_tembt_-}rS 2021 . Wealso

and sellers from those same five markets
between May 26 and June 2, 2021," says a
spokesperson from Accenture.

While China will remain the most
advanced market both in size and maturity,
the most growth is expected to be seenin
developing markets like Indiaand Brazil.
Other key insights include how nearly eight
out of ten social media users in India use
social commerce to make purchases. While
India is a mature market, almost half of its
consumers make more impulse purchases
thanthey doplannedones. Also, users from
India are more than twice as likely tosell on
social platforms compared to users in the
USand UK. The report found that by 2025
the highest number of social commerce
purchases globally are expected in clothing
(18percent of al sccialcommerce by 2025),
consumer electronics (13percent) and home
décor (7 per cent). Freshfood and snack
items also represent alarge product category
(13 per cent) although sales are nearly
exclusive to China. Beauty and personal
care, athough smallerin temns of total social
commercesales, is predicted to quickly gain
ground on e-commerce. “Driven by mobile-
first consumer preferences and the launch
of new i ktfo

Defending the title atthe women’s Asia
Cupand sealing a directberth in the FIH World
Cup later will be the key focus for India as it
will set the tone for the side ahead of a busy
season, said team’s vice-captain Savita.

The Indian women w ill begin the new
yearw ith a trip to Oman in January where
they will defend their Asia Cup tite to be held
from January 2110 28.

Topeightteams of the continent — India,
China, Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Thailand,

the emerging success of social commerce
in Indlia is a testimony to the powerof people
and communities,” said Anurag Gupta,
Managing Director and Lead - Strategy &
Consulting, Accenture in India.
“To take advantage of this growing
opportunty, it willbe crucial that these social
platforms offer sthe
right experience built around trust and
satisfaction, and broaden theirappeal through
the use of local languages and video
interfaces, " said Gupta.

NOW

e IS

gapore — wil vie or thetop
honoursin the Asia Cup. from w here top four
sides will qualify for the FIH Women’s World
Cup 2022 to be held in Spain and the
Netherlands in July.

“In2017, we won the Asia Cup towin
directqualificaion for the FIH Women'’s World
Cupin London. Ifeelthat win was one ofthe
stepping stones for us to establish steady
growth in our performance in the past four
years.

“Definitely startng the seasonw ith agood
show in Asia Cup will give us the right

momentum as we play back-to-back
tournaments,” ace goalkeeper Savita in a
Hockey India statement.

Afterthe conclusion of e Asia Cup, the
Indian women wil make therr FIH Pro League
debut, playing againstNetherlands, Spain,
Germany and England inBhubanesw ar.

The Indian will then travel to Belgium
and the Netherlands to play againstBelgium,
Argentina and USA in June.

“| feel the Pro League matches will
provide uswit he bestex posure ahead of he
World Cup (in July). Lasttime, we made itto
the quarterfinals for the first ime in many
decades.

“With our recent performance in the
Oly mpics, and the supportwe garnered, we
need to liv e up to the ex pectations by doing
wellin these major competitions to keep the
interestaiv e inw omen's hockey,” Sav tasaid.

Thatfollows the Indian women team'’s
twobig assignmentofthe y ear —Bimingham
Commonw ealth Games in July follow ed by
the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China,

Good outing in Asia Cup key for
success in 2022:

Savita

where they will aim for a gold to seal an direct
qualifcation for the the 2024 Paris Olympics.
The Indian w omen willw rapup the season
wih the FIHWomen's Nations Cup inDecember
which will be play ed in Valencia, Spain.
“Havinga good core groupin such ahectic
year will mean a lotin terms of ensuring our
performance doesn'tdrop w henev er someone
needs to fil in oranoher player,” added Savita.

Indian-origin umpire Paleker has the
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v+ Omicron tally rises to 1,892,

with Maharashtra recording
maximum 568 cases

A total of 1,892 cases of
Omicron variant of coronavirus
hav ebeendetected across 23sties
and Union Territories so far, outof
which 766 have recovered or
migrated, according to the Union
health ministry's data updated on
Tuesday. Maharashtra has recorded
the maximum number of568 cases,
follow ed by Delhi (382), Kerala
(185), Rajasthan (174), Gujarat
(152), and Tamil Nadu(121). Atop

idemi and i

will take time and a lot of people
may die. "Instead of waiting for
naturalimmunity (by infection), if
wegoforinducedimmuniy hrough
the vaccine, itwill be good and the
damage wil be minimal. Getingan
infection is nevergood evenif itis
mild. Today, it (Omicron) may look
milder buthas any one thought of
long-term effects on the human
body," the health expert asked.
Asked ifthe currentsituation was
the beginning of the end of the

diseases experton Monday said
people should get themselves
vaccinated at the earliestand notsit
back thinking the Omicron variant
of COVID-191is milder because the
virus wil huntforthe "unv accinated,
the old and immunodeficient". Dr
Raman Gangakhedkar, frmerhead

pandemic, Dr Gangakhedkar said
the scare would persist till the
vaccination coverage rises
dramatically. "After this, one thing
will happen. The virus will start
hunting for those who are
unvacchated, hosew ho areolder,
and those who have

diseases at the Indian Council of
MedicalResearch (ICMR), further
said one must not wait for herd
immunity to setinas thatprocess

Ties 1o PROTECT
YOLRSELF AND DTHERS
DD WAT RISK YOUR LIFE

," he asserted.
Asper research, the Omicron
variant has the ability to spread
rapdly and ev en ev ades vaccine-
inducedimmunity, he added.

Allahudein Paleker was at
Mecca, just done with his
pilgimage to Hajin2017, when he
found out that hehad beenelev ated
to the ICC panel of umpires. He
saw itas asignand a blessing. He
umpired in the OD, stood in India’s
tour of South Africa in 2018, and
now has made his debutas a Test
umpire, 15 years after first taking
up the profession.

Incidentally, his umpiring
partner was Marias Erasmus, his
menbr who had stared him on the
umpiring path a decade and a half
ago. It was an impressive startbut
tough days will come soon, no
doubt. The stemestTest of his career
so far must surely be that fateful
day in Cape Townin March 2018
when he was the fourth umpire in
the Sandpapergate game. Togeher
with the on-field umpires, Paleker

charged Australia’'s Cameron
Bancroft, who had shoved
sandpaper in his trousers, under
Article2.2.9.

The Indian connection is apt
though, as he traces his origins to
Rahagiriin Maharashtra. Hs faher
too is an umpire though he could
never make itto the higher level,
and still plies his trade behind the
stumps in his 70’s.

Afew y ears back, in 2015,
Paleker was in India, as part of
umpire-exchange programme
betw een tw o boards, and umpired
inRanjiTrophy games n Mumbai
and Chennai. He made the local
papers then, talking about how in
2000, he had tried to enter the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai as
avisitor butw as denied entry. And
now he was umpiringthere. Circle
oflife, and all that.

Its been an interesting life,
alight. A first-class play erfor South
Aficanfranchise Titans til 2006, and
aclub play erfrom Cape Town who
even play edin leaguesinEngland.
When he was 20, he went to play
inthe Sussex leagues but foundthe
life as a Muslim difficult.

‘There was no halaal food
availablereadly, the closestmasjid
was an houraway, and itw asn't
easy,” Paleker once told
Accidentalmuslim.com. He was
more careful nex t y ear and made
the decision that most Asian-origin
people do, and especially of
Muslim faith. He chose
Birmingham, where 21% of
population is Muslim. With Halal
foodand lots ofmasjids around, he
was in a far happier space and
had a couple of successful years
in the leagues.

trade running in his blood

One day Peter Kirsten,
former South African batsman,
caledw henhe was in Bimingham
and offered him a chance to play
for Titans. Paleker didn'thave to
thinkmuch.

Evenas his playing career
was winding down, advice from
Erasmus would turn outto be
sagely. “He told me, if you are
interested in umpiring, take itup as
soon asyour phying careerends,”
Paleker says in that interview.
“Don’twaste time by trying other
things. It was the best advice |
ever got.” So, even when two
years remained in his play ing
contact, he stared taking umpring
courses. And when his contract
ended, happiy at his home ground
New Landsin his hometow n Cape
Town, he took the umpiring plunge
immediately in 2007.
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