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Thought for today
God‘s Blessings go

only to those who are
honest.

See... Page 02

Port Bla ir, Jan 4: The recent
death of a Phy s ical  Education
Teac her  of GSS Bathubas ti
allegedly  by  ganja peddlers has
come as a blow  to the efforts of the
law  enforcing agencies to totally
e liminate ganja peddl ing and
consumption from the islands. The
recent incident is a clear pointer that
consumption and supply of ganja is
rampant and loc al  Police are
clueless. It has become a challenge
for the police department to control
its flow  and nab those inv olv ed in
peddling this drug.

According to sources, the
stretch from Sev a Niketan to CPWD
quarters in Dairy  Farm has become

Port Blair, Jan 4: ”You w ill
receiv e the jabs only  if y ou hav e
registered y ourself on the CoWIN
app as  only  those children in the
age group of 15 to 18 w il l receiv e
the dose w ho hav e registered in
this portal” , this w as told to hundreds
of children by the staff to the children
w ho gathered at the JN R M
v accination centre for immunization.
Students of about 4-5 Schools were
called for v accination at the JNRM
Cov id center. Accordingly, students
along w ith their parents and teachers
started lining up in front of the Cov id-
19 centre at JNRM from 8.00 am.
How ev er, at about 12.00 pm, they
w ere told that the v accine w ill be
giv en to only  those students w ho
hav e registered themselves in the
CoWin app and others w ere told to

MP demands COVID-19
vaccination of children in
their respective schools 

Port Blair, Jan 4: Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma,
Member of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands have requested the Lt. Gov ernor to direct
the health department and education department to
arrange vaccination of children in their respectiv e
schools, as per a w ell-planned schedule. In a
letter addressed to the Hon’ble Lt. Gov ernor, the
Member Parliament expressed gratitude tow ards
Andaman and Nicobar Administration for starting
v accination for children betw een 15-18 y ears in
Port Blai r from today, w hich w ill greatly  benefit
children of these Islands and protect them from
sev ere C OVID-19 infection. He pointed out that
several parents hav e how ever informed him that
they  are w orried about s ending their children to
already  crow ded v accination centers, fearing
infection because of av oidable ex posure. The
Member of Parliament mentioned that according
to parents instead of calling sev eral groups of

children from different schools to v accination
centers, they  bel iev e that the v accination of
students must be arranged in respectiv e schools,
so that children don’t hav e to come in contact with
a large number of people at the v accination center
and the ris k of infection is  minim ized. He
mentioned that all schools are already  sanitized
and are less crowded, where easily  vaccination
teams can v isit date-w ise and v accinate children
in a perfectly  organized manner. Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharma added that gathering students at respectiv e
schools will also be easier for school authorities
than taking them to v accination centers. Moreov er,
parents can plan the safe mov ement of children
from home to schools but for vaccination centers,
no suc h safety  can be planned. He added that
after detection of the Omicron v ariant in Andaman
and rise in COVID-19 cases this is necessary  to
ensure the safety  of children and their parents.

the new  belt for ganja peddlers. The
empty  CPWD quar ters here hav e
become the new  hub for ganja
consumers and peddlers. A good
number of y outh gather in these
empty quarters in late evening hours
to consume ganja and indulge in all
sorts of anti-social activ ities.  

Ganja,  a lso k now n as
marijuana has become the most
popular among drug addicts in the
city. Data also suggests gone are
the day s when people used to rely
on alcohol and cigarettes, ganja has
become the new  high for addicts
particularly  teenagers here. More
stark is the fact that almost a ll the
arrests made were of traffickers and

distributors, w hi le none are of
financ iers or of those running the
drug trade at a large scale – an

indicator that the latter study  the
tactic s and strategies of the law
enforcing agencies.

Dairy Farm becomes new hotbed
for ganja consumption, peddling

Students made to in queue for long
hours for receiving jabs; parents allege

poor coordination between agencies 

come after registration. Harassed
and tired students and their parents
protes t against the conduct of the
health staff.

Finding the situation going out
of hand, the staff contacted their
higher ups and agreed to v accinate
the students. According to reports,

the v accination of these students
started at about 1.45 pm. Harassed
parents now  blame the Sc hool
management and the health staff of
the C ov id c entre for  poor
coordination leav ing hundreds of
students to suffer. Students hav e
been s tanding in  lines from the

morning w ithout food. The agency
should chalk out proper plans and
then inv ite  the s tudents  for
v accination so that students do not
face difficulties and hav e to w ait for
many  hours for v accination. The
best way  is to vaccinate the students
in their schools, feel some parents. 

Vice Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi, AVSM, NM Chief

of Personnel of Indian
Navy, currently on a visit
to these Islands, called on

Admiral D K Joshi,
PVSM, AVSM, YSM,

NM, VSM (Retd.),
Hon’ble Lt. Governor,

A&N Islands and Vice-
Chairman, Islands

Development Agency
today at Raj Niwas.

Last rituals of
deceased

PET will be
held on Jan,6

Port Blair, 4th Jan, 2022: The last
rituals of Late Krishna Murthy,
Phy sical Education Teacher is
said to be held on 6th January,
2022. As  per information
receiv ed from the family  of the
deceased, the s on of Late
Krishna Murthy  w ill be arriv ing
in Por t B lai r  tom orrow .
Thereafter rituals will be held.
Presently  the body  has been
kept in the mortuary  of G. B.
Pant Hospi ta l ,  Port Bla ir .
Krishna Murthy  got injured w hile
try ing to mediate and calm tw o
drunken people engaged in
phy sical quarrel.

Port B la i r , J an 4:  T he
Directorate of Shipping Serv ices in
c onsul ta tion w i th  the Dis tr ic t
Administration has scheduled the
sailing programme of the v essel MV
Bharat Seem a for Digl ipur v ia
May abunder on 08.01.2022 (Sat) at
1700 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and
w i ll s ail  back to Port Bla ir on
09.01.2022 (Sun) at 1400 Hrs from
Diglipur via Mayabunder. Passenger
tickets for the abov e sailing w ill be
issued from 06.01.2022 between 0900
Hrs to 1300 Hrs at Stars Ticketing
Counters, Phoenix  Bay by follow ing
latest COVID 19 SOP in effect.

Services of
MV Mus

withdrawn
Port Blair, Jan 4: This is to

inform that Due to technical snag the
v essel MV Mus has been withdraw n
from the v ehicle ferry  serv ice for
rectification of its defects. How ever,
all efforts are being made by  this
Directorate to rectify  the defects and
restore normalcy. Till such time, the
c om muters are reques ted to
cooperate w i th this Directorate.
Inconv enience caused to the general
public is deeply  regretted.

Po rt B la ir,  Ja n 4 :
The Yuva Bharat Sam aj Seva
Charita ble Trust (YBS SCT) in
collaboration with the Forest
d ep artm en t h eld  a  tree
plantation drive on 03-01-2022
at Va nva si Ka lya n Ashram
(VKA), Shadipur, Port Blair.
Also,  children  from Va nvasi
Kalyan Ashram participated in

MV Bharat Seema
to sail for Diglipur
via MB on Jan 08

The District Congress
Committee President
Mr. V. K Abdul Az iz on
Tuesday inaugurated a
vaccination drive for

children aged between
15 and 18 years at PHC
Ferrargunj. Mr. Aziz was
invited in the function as
Guest of Honour by Dr.

Chakraborty.

Rangala l Halder plays good
samaritan, helps road accident
victims reach hospital on time
he took the injured in his car
and shifted them to G.B Pant
hospital. The victims are safe
now  but  hav e s ust a ined
multiple injuries on their body. 
Mr. Halder spent nearly half an
hour in the hospital. He also
assigned his party workers to
take care of the accident
victims. 

See... Page 02

Tree plantation drive at
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram

this event.
The program  began with

the worship of Mother Earth
by Shri. T. Sreehari Ji, Incharge
of Vanva si Ka lyan  Ashram,
Shad ipur. Further, two staff
fro m th e d ep a rtm ent o f
environment and forest guided
the gathering for planting the
saplings. A broad arra y of 50

flowering plants were planted
in the Ashra m premises.

YBSSCT extends heartfelt
g ra titu de to Sh ri. R.  A ja y
Kumar, IFS, Divisional Forest
Officer,  Forest Extension and
pu blicity  Divisio n,  Ha dd o,
Port Blair for providing flower
sa plin g s.  This is a  sma ll

:: Bakultala Narayan ::
Bakulta la , 4th J an,  2022:

F ollow ing dec larat ion f or
enf orcement  of rest rict ions  to
contain the s pread of virus  in

Port Bla ir, Jan 4:  During the
RT-PCR test conducted 379 on
passengers w ho arr iv ed here
y esterday, 10 positiv e cases hav e
been detected. Yesterday, 13 flights
w ith 2170 passengers arriv ed, out
of w hich, 1773 w ere v accinated
w ith both doses w hile RT-PCR test
w as conducted on 397 passengers
(includes 34 international travellers)
and the reports are aw aited. During
RAT conducted on 93 passengers
bound for North & Middle Andaman
at F errargunj , al l w ere found
negativ e.  At Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, test w as conducted on
58 passengers and all w ere found
negativ e.  At Phoenix  Bay   Jetty,
54 passengers w ere tested w ith RAT
and al l w ere found negativ e. At
Helipad, 15 passengers w ere tested

10 positive Covid-19
cases reported in isles

w ith RAT and al l w ere found
negativ e.

Meanw hi le, the v acc ination
driv e is continuing smoothly  in A&N
Islands. As per data av ailable, a
total of 5,94,997 beneficiaries hav e
been v ac cinated so far  in A&N
Islands. A total of 1934 people were
v ac c inated y es terday . 1607
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Dis trict, out of
w hich, 1010 beneficiaries w ere in
the age group of 15-18 years, w hile
104 beneficiaries  w ere in the age
group of 18-44 y ears. Similarly, 327
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
North & Middle Andaman District,
out of w hich, 283 beneficiaries w ere
in the age group of 15-18 y ears,
w hile 7 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44y ears.

Awareness for adherence of
COVID protocols and restrictions

i slands ,  a s hor t  aw arenes s
programme was conducted by the
Pol ic e out  Pos t-  Bakulata la.
Im mediat ely af ter re leas e of
restriction guidelines, the In-charge

of Police out post- Bakultala Mr. B.
S.  H alder  c a lled a m eeting
of Merchant Ass ociations,   shop
keepers, general  public, Ex-PRI

See... Page 02

Selvanus Runda (SHIJJU) BJP State General Secretary Yuva
morcha Joined congress party today in the presence of PCC
MEMBERS Shri Saw Thompson and Block president Shri P.

Jaiseelan, with Executive Members of Congress party. 

ISRO targets launch of uncrewed
flights under Gaganyaan mission

before Independence Day
The Indian Space Research

Organisation (ISRO) is targeting the
launch of first o f the tw o p lanned
unc rew ed fl ights under the
Gagany aan m is s ion before
Independence Day  this year.

ISRO chairperson Dr K Siv an
s aid the th ird  lunar  mis s ion
Chandrayaan-3 will be launched by
middle of the nex t y ear. In a  letter

encouraging the s cientists at the
organization, Dr Sivan said, launch
of EOS-4 and EOS-6 onboard
PSLV and launch of EOS-02
onboard maiden fl ight of SSLV are
immediate tasks at hand this y ear.

He said, there is a directive to
launch the first unmanned mission
before the 75th anniv ersary  of

More than 152.96 crore COVID
vaccine doses provided to States/UTs

The Union Gov ernment has
said that more than 152 crore 96
lakh  COVID v accine doses hav e
been prov ided to States and Union
Terr itories  so far . Heal th Ministry
today  said that more than 19 crore
69  lakh balance and unutilized
v acc ine doses are still  av ailable
w ith the States and UTs to be
administered.

As part of the Nationw ide
Vaccination Driv e, the gov ernment
has been supporting the States and
Union Territories by  prov iding them
COVID v accines free of cost. The
Union Gov ernment is committed
to ac celerating the pac e and
ex panding the scope of COVID-
19 v accination throughout the
country

Centre suspends Biometric Attendance
for government employees till 31st Jan

See... Page 02

Minister of State for Personnel,
Public Griev ances and Pensions
Dr Jitendra Singh has announced
the suspension of the Biom etric
Attendance for  gov ernm ent

employ ees w ith immediate effect
due to rise in C ov id cases . In a
tw eet, Dr. Singh said, the decision
has been taken in  the interest of
safety  and health of the employ ees.

DoPT  said that biometr ic
attendance w ill remain suspended
ti l l 31s t J anuary.  Heads  of
Departments hav e been asked to
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EDITORIAL
PM on scientists

A national entrepreneurship development board will
be set up to check unemployment among scient ists and
technologis ts , Indira Gandhi announced in Mysore.
Addressing the 69th annual session of the Indian Science
Congress at the Mysore Univers ity campus,  she said that
all vacancies in the field of  science and technology would
be fil led. S he said the national science and technology
entrepreneurship board would be constit uted to link idle
sc ience and technology manpower with under-uti lised
institutional fac ilit ies. The PM said the government was
launching a three-pronged programme,  which would take
care of the inappropriate employment of such qualified
persons.

No war pact
India has an “open mind” on a no-war pact  with

Pakistan, External Affairs Minister said in an interview to
PTI. He said that the government’s response on the issue
had been “pos it ive and correct ”.  The minister was
answering questions on the hectic diplomat ic  act iv it y
between the two countries. Rao recalled his  statement  in
P arliament that Pakis tan had “convenient ly” rejected
India’s  repeated offers  of  a no-war pact , first made in
1949. St ill, this count ry had responded in a pos itive manner.

Sikh-Hindu unity
Mil itant  Sikh leader Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale

said in New Delhi that Hindu-Sikh unity  was an article of
faith with him.  Address ing a huge congregat ion at
Gurdwara Rakabganj, organised to end the mourning
period for Jathedar Santokh S ingh,  Bhindranwale said
the press had wrongly depic ted him as a Hindu baiter.
The Sikh leader said he wanted Hindus and Sikhs to l ive
peacefully. He said Hindus and even Muslims, who did not
smoke,  should be honoured at  Sikh plat forms and
presented with “siropas”.  He said he was surprised that
Hindu leaders were not rec iprocat ing the call f or “Sikh-
Hindu unity”.
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HOW TATA MOTORS BECAME THE SECOND
LARGEST CAR MAKER IN DECEMBER

It’s been a bumpy  driv e for
automobile c ompanies  in the last
sev eral months. Whi le passenger
v ehicle demand has been strong,
production and supplies hav e failed to
k eep pac e due to the ac ute
semiconductor shortage that has
affected car makers globally. Not so it
may  seem for Tata Motors. T he
homegrow n car maker continues to
cruise along a smooth highw ay  and,
in December, raced ahead of Hy undai
Motor to become the second largest
car maker in the c ountry  in terms of
monthly  sales.

Tata M otors s hipped 35,299
passenger v ehicles to its dealers last
m onth,  c om pared to Hy undai’s

domestic w holesales of 32,312 units.
Tata Motors sales w ere up 50 per cent
y ear-on-y ear , w hi le Hy undai’s
domestic sales declined 32 per cent.
This is the first time since Tata Motors
entered the passenger v ehicle market
that it has become the second largest
in the space.

To be fair, Hy undai still remains
the second largest car maker in the
country, on an annual sales basis. The
Korean car maker sold 5.05 lakh units
in Ind ia in 2021. On the other  hand,
Tata M otors’ PV s ales in the same
period stood at around 331,178 units,
w hich w as still the highest ev er since
the inception of the passenger v ehicle
business. Also to note is that Hyundai

is also one of the largest auto ex porters
from India. It ex ported 16,621 units in
December and 1.30 lakh units in 2021.
Add these figures and Hy undai gains
further ground ov er Tata Motors.

Despite this, the decade high
quarterly  and monthly  sales for Tata
Motors suggests it has been making
all the right mov es. The Harrier, Safari
and Nex on sports utility  vehicles hav e
found good traction for Tata Motors amid
a general industry -w ide rise in demand
for SUVs in the country. To cash in on
this demand further, Tata Motors last
y ear launched the Punch micro-SUV,
w hich also receiv ed a strong reception.

Launched only  in October, the
Punch, w hich competes w ith the likes

of Mahindra KU V and
N iss an M agni te, is
already  the second most
selling product in Tata’s
ex is ting por tfol io
follow ing the Nexon. The
N ex on and Punc h
grabbed the third and
six th position in SUV
sales in the country  in
Nov ember.

Analy sts  say  the
Punch w ill  help Tata
M otors  gain market
share further  in 2022
am ong IC E (internal
c om bus tion engine)
v ehicles . Separate ly,

Tata M otors’ early  aggression in the
electr ic PV segment is also reaping
big div idends for the car maker.

“EV sales touched 10,000 units
in nine m onths of FY22 and crossed
2,000 monthly  sales landmark for the
first time in Dec ember 2021 (2,255
units). The ev er-increasing demand for
Nex on EV and Tigor EV as w ell as
progressiv e rev iv a l of the EV fleet
segment were instrumental in driv ing
this steep grow th,”  said Shailesh
C handra,  pres ident,  pas s enger
v ehicles business unit, Tata Motors.

The company  had launched the
Nex on EV back in 2020. In 2021, it
rolled out the Tigor EV for the passenger
segment and the XPRES-T EV for the
fleet segment. This has helped it gain a
huge leap ov er riv als, w ho are either
still draw ing up plans or offer only  one-
tw o EVs in  the market, that too in the
prem ium or  lux ury  s egment. In
December, Tata M otors’ EV sales
jumped 439 per cent from a y ear ago
to 2,255 units.

Recent reports suggest that the
company  is likely  to launch the Nex on
w ith a bigger battery, which should giv e
it a longer range, sometime this y ear.
This w ill certainly giv e Tata’s EV market
share a further boost. “The new  launch
of Tigor EV (approv ed for gov ernment’s
FAME II subsidy ) is likely  to improv e
EV sales, while the recently  launched
Punch could further aid ICE market

share,”  sa id Basudeb Baner jee,
research analy st at ICICI Securities.

Buoy ed by  the s trong sales
momentum, inv estors hav e lapped up
Tata Motors shares, which are up 166
per cent ov er the past one y ear. In
comparison, the BSE Auto index  has
gained only  20 per  cent in the same
period.

Despite the stellar per formance
thus  far , w orries  do rem ain.
Semiconductor supplies w ill remain
key  source of unc er ta inty , sa id
Chandra of Tata Motors. Furthermore,
the impact of the new Omicron v ariant
of COVID-19 w ill need to be c losely
track ed,  he added.  Al ready ,
coronav irus cases are surging in
sev era l states lik e Maharashtra and
Delhi, prompting the gov ernments there
to impose fresh set of restrictions.

On Tuesday, broking firm CLSA
dow ngraded Tata Motors shares to
“sell”  from “buy” . This downgrade was
premised on low er v aluation for Tata
Motors’ domestic PV business, below
the v aluation ascribed to it by  a private
equity  fund. CLSA also ascr ibed a
lower v aluation for Tata Motors’ luxury
Jaguar  Land Rov er  unit. The broker
cited slow er EV ramp up by  JLR
v ersus competitors for the same.

Tata Motors shares w ere down 2
per cent to Rs 487.50 in afternoon trade
post the CLSA dow ngrade.

ISRO targets launch.. from... Page 01
Country 's independence i,e, August
15th th is  y ear  and a l l the
stakeholders are putting their best
effort to meet the schedule.

Dr .  S iv an said,
Chandray aan-3 design changes
incorporating and testing has seen
huge progress and the mission could
be launched by  the middle of nex t
year.

The launch of the three earth
observ ation sate llites - EOS-02,
EOS-04,  and EOS-06 hav e been
delay ed for sev eral months now .
All big-ticket scientific mis sions,
including India’s first solar mission
Adity a-L1, which w ere to take place
in 2021 w ere pushed w hen the
launch schedule w as rev ised after
the second wav e of the pandemic.

Awareness for .. from... Page 01
members , genera l public  and
discus sed various aspects of
rest ric tions  and urged all  t he
participants to adhere to restrictions
in letter and spirit. Mr. Halder briefed
participants about various aspects

of Covid infection and responsibility
of every cit izen in fighting the
pandemic. At the end of his briefing,
he gave his  mobile number to
participants and urged them to
inform him about any illegal activity.

Centre suspends .. from... Page 01
ensure that employ ees w ear masks
at a ll times and fo llow  COVID-
appropriate behav iour.

Phy sic a l  a ttendance of
Gov ernment serv ants below  the
lev el of Under Secretary  has been
restricted to 50 percent of the actual
strength. 50 percent of the staff w ill
w ork from home. Persons w ith
disabi lities and pregnant w omen

employ ees hav e been ex empted
from attending the office but they
w ill w ork from home. DoPT has
further ordered to follow  staggered
timing to av oid timings to av oid
ov erc row ding. DoPT s aid, a ll
officers and staff residing in the
containment zone will be ex empted
from coming to offices til l the
containment zone is denotified.

Tree plantation .. from... Page 01
endeavo r by the YBS SCT to
inculcate the importance of the
environment among the citizens
of Port Blair. The initiatives of

sim ilar k ind will h elp us to
combat against climate change
together and are the need of
the hour.

PRESS NOTE  
 This is for the information of the commuters/general public that to 
curb the spread of COVID positive cases in A&N Islands for the safety of 
the people the District Administration has imposed Night Curfew from 
09 PM to 5 AM. In view of this, this Directorate has decided to curtail 
the existing passenger/Vehicle ferry service between Chatham - 
Bambooflat, Chatham- Dundus Point, Phoenix Bay – 
Bambooflat/Panighat during night hours. The last passenger/vehicle 
ferry service will be available for commuters during night hours in the 
above routes as under:- 

1. Route No. I - Chatham to Dundus Point. 
Station Departure 

Time 
Remarks 

Chatham to Dundus Point 1900 Hrs  
Last Ferry  Dundus Point to Chatham 1930 Hrs 

 
2. Route No. II - Chatham to Bamboo Flat. 

  (Vehicle & Passenger Ferry) 
Station Departure 

Time 
Remarks 

Chatham to Bamboo Flat 2000 Hrs  
Last Ferry  BambooFlat to Chatham 2000 Hrs 

3. Route No. III - Between Phoenix Bay & Bamboo Flat. 
Station Departure 

Time 
Remarks 

Phoenix Bay to Bamboo 
Flat  

1915 Hrs  
Last Ferry  

Bamboo flat to Phoenix Bay  1945 Hrs 
 

4. Route No. IV - Between Phoenix Bay & Panighat. 
Station Departure 

Time 
Remarks 

Phoenix Bay to Panighat 1915 Hrs  
Last Ferry  Panighat to Phoenix Bay 1945 Hrs 

The above schedule will come  in force with effect from 4th January,
2022.

It is, further, advised to all the passengers to adhere to the
following measures whi le travelling on board

 Vessels operat ing in the Harbour Sector and Foreshore
Sector                      (Swaraj Dweep & Shaheed Dweep) shall
carry only 70% of its carrying capacity with staggered seating
arrangement thereby following safe social distancing.

 Passengers  shal l  maintain orderly embarkat ion and
disembarkation and avoid congregation on board vessels and
maintain social distancing.

 All passengers shall compulsorily wear face mask and carry
sanitizers at all  times.

 Consumption of liquor, paan, ghutka, tobacco etc on board
vessel and spiting is strictly prohibited.

 Avoid congregation and maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet)
distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or
sneezing.

 While travelling, in case any passenger feels fe ver, cough
or difficulty in breathing, he/she may immediately report
to the ship’s staff for taking further necessary action.

 Passengers  travelling onboard shall strictly adhere to the
instruct ions of ship’s  staff.
The Directorate of Shipping Services solicits  cooperation

from all  commuters so as  to enable the vessels to provide a safe
and comfortable journey.

Deputy Director (SS)
A & N Admn.

ANTCC President
condoles demise

Port B lair, Jan 4:  ANTCC Pres ident Mr. R angalal Halder has
ex pressed deep sadness at the passing aw ay  of Shri. Sathatar Mondal
(age 53), resident of M ithakhari v illage w ho breathed his last at
PHC Tus hnabad. He c ondoled the demise of Mr. Nepal Bisw as (age
40), resident of Minibay  (Ward no. 16) w ho breathed his last on Tuesday
4:10 am at G.B Pant Hospital. He pray ed to the almighty  for the strength
and persev erance of all bereav ed family  members to get through this
difficult time of irreparable loss.

Over 40 lakh people between
15 to 18 age group received
their first dose of COVID
vaccine: Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya
Ov er 40 lakh people between

15 to 18 age group received their first
dose of COVID vaccine till 8 PM
today  on the first day  of v accination

driv e for children. In a tw eet, Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviy a said
this is another feather in the cap of
India’s v accination driv e.

Stay Home! Stay Safe!

RBI allows offline
digital payments

To push digital transactions in
rural and semi-urban areas , the
Reserv e Bank of India (RBI) on
Monday  is sued a framew ork
allow ing offline pay ments up
to Rs 200 per trans action,
subject to an ov erall limit of
Rs 2,000. On offline digital
pay ment means a transaction
that does not require internet
or telecom connectiv ity.

Under the offline mode,
payments can be carried out
fac e-to-face (prox im ity
mode) using any  channel or
instrument like cards, wallets,
and mobile dev ices.

These transactions w ill not
requi re an additional  factor of
authentication (AFA), the Reserv e
Bank of India said, adding that since
the transactions are offline, alerts
(by  w ay  of SMS and/or e-mail)
w ill be receiv ed by  the customer
after a time lag.

"Transactions are subject to a
limit of Rs 200 per transaction and
an ov erall limit o f Rs 2,000 for all
transactions until the balance in the
account is replenished. Balance
replenishment can only occur in an
online mode," said the Framew ork
for Facilitating Small Value Digital
Pay ments in Offline Mode.

 The framew ork incorporates
the feedback receiv ed from the pilot
ex periments on offline transactions
conduc ted in different parts of the

country  during the per iod from
Septem ber 2020 to June 2021, it
sa id.  "Offline transactions are
ex pected to giv e a push to d igital
transactions in areas w ith poor or
w eak  in ternet or  te lec om
connectiv ity, particularly  in semi-
urban and rural  areas. The new
fram ew ork is appl icable w i th
immediate effect," the RBI said.  The
offline mode of pay ment, it said, can
be enabled after obtaining the specific
consent of the cus tom er.  The
customers, it added, w ill continue
to enjoy  protec tion under  the
prov is ions  of circ ulars limiting
custom er liabili ty  and w il l hav e

rec ourse to the Res erv e Bank
Integrated Ombudsman Scheme for
griev ance redress.

Offl ine pay m ents  can be
made using any  channel
or instrument like cards,
w al lets ,  and mobi le
dev ic es.  "Offl ine
pay ments shall be made
in prox imity  (face-to-face)
mode only," it sa id and
added that s uc h
trans ac tions  m ay  be
offered w ithout AFA.

Als o, s uc h
transactions  using cards
should be allow ed w ithout

a requirement to sw itch on the
contac tless transaction channel.
Further, the acquirer should incur
all liabilities arising out of technical
or transaction security  issues at the
merchant's end. The R BI a lso
emphasised that offline pay ments
w ill be covered under the prov isions
of its  limited customer liabili ty
circulars.

The RBI has asked a ll the
authoris ed pay m ent s y s tem
operators (PSOs) and pay ment
s y stem  par ticipants  (PSPs )
acquirers and issuers (banks and
non-banks) to ensure compliance
w ith the instructions.

Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes
found guilty of fraud, conspiracy

A jury  found fallen Si licon
Valley  star Elizabeth Holmes guilty
of fraud for turning her blood-testing
startup Theranos into a sophisticated
sham one that duped billionaires and
other unw itting inv es tors in to
backing a seemingly  rev olutionary
c om pany  w hos e m edic al
technology  nev er w orked as
Holmes promised. The 37-y ear-old
Holmes w as found guilty  on 2
counts of wire fraud and 2 counts of
conspiracy  to c ommit fraud on
Monday after 7 day s of deliberation.
The jury  decision followed a three-
month tr ial featur ing dozens  of
w itnesses including Holmes herself
and numerous ex hibits. She now
faces up to 20 y ears in pris on for
each guilty  count, although legal
ex per ts say  she is unlike ly  to
receiv e any thing c los e to the
max imum  sentenc e. T he jury
deadlocked on the three remaining
charges. The spli t v erdicts  are a
mix ed bag for the prosecution, but
it's a  loss for Elizabeth Holmes
because she is going aw ay  to
prison for at least a few  y ears, said

Dav id Ring, a law yer w ho has been
follow ing the Holmes case closely.
Federal prosecutors spent much of
the tr ial prov iding testimony  and
ev idence to depict Holmes  as a
charlatan obsessed w ith fame and
for tune.  In sev en day s  on the
w itness stand, Holmes cast herself
as a v isionary  tra ilblazer in male-
dominated Silicon Valley  w ho w as
emotionally  and sex ually  abused
by  her former lov er and business
partner, Sunny  Balw ani. Holmes
founded Theranos w hen she w as
19, dropping out of Stanford to
pursue a "bold, humanitarian idea".
Possessed of seemingly  boundless
netw orking chutzpah, Holmes touted
Theranos blood-testing technology
as a breakthrough that could scan
for hundreds of medical conditions
using just a few  drops of blood. By
2015,  11 y ears after leav ing
Stanford,  Holm es  had raised
hundreds of millions of dollars for
her company, pus hing its m arket
v alue to $9 bi llion. Half of that
belonged to Holm es, earning her
the moniker of the world's youngest

self-made female b illionaire at 30.
Jus t three y ears later,  though,
Theranos collapsed in scandal.

When y oung, Holmes w as a
competitiv e prodigy  w ho openly
aspired to make a v ast fortune. She
started study ing Mandarin Chinese
w ith a tutor around age 9, and talked
her w ay  into summer class es in
the language at Stanford after her
sophomore y ear in high school. In
her sophomore college y ear, she
took the remainder of her tuition
money  as a stake and dropped out
to run her company.

The c ompany 's  fa iry -ta le
success started to unrav el in 2016,
w hen a series of Wall Street Journal
articles and a federal regulatory  audit
uncov ered a pattern of grossly
inaccurate blood results in tests run
on Theranos dev ices. The Holmes
trial has  ex posed Silicon Valley 's
fake it till y ou make it culture in painful
detail . Tech entrepreneurs  often
ov erprom ise and ex aggerate, so
prosecutors faced the challenge of
prov ing that Holmes' boosterism
crossed the line into fraud.
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BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021
(New), Apply 188 Group  C Vacancies

@ www.indianarmy.nic.in
IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |

Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

BSNL Recruitment 2022, Apply 71
Apprentice Vacancies @ bsnl.co.in

BSN L Rec ruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 55 Vacanc ies | Last Date: 29.12.2021 |
Apply  BSNL Apprentice Jobs @ bsnl. co.in

BSN L Rec ruitm ent 2021: Bharat Sanchar Nigam  Limi ted M aharashtra Circ le is  in
process of engaging 55 Diploma holders in Engineering/Technology  field (Electronics/E&TC/
Computer/IT)  for apprenticeship training under the Apprentices Act 1961 for a period of one
y ear w ith salary  up to Rs. 8,000. Eligible Indian candidates w ho hav e passed their Diploma
course in relev ant field may  apply  this BSNL jobs using BOAT’s Gov t. Portal. The last date
for  the submis sion of applications is 29.12.2021. T hose candidates w ho are looking for
Central Gov ernment jobs can apply  this BSNL Apprentice recruitment on or before the last
date. Interested candidates are adv ised to apply  BSNL recruitment in time to av oid last minute
rush. After apply ing online, candidates need to take printout of the application form for some
reference. Incomplete application or application form w ithout attaching relev ant documents w ill
not be considered. BSNL selects candidates through merit/ personal interv iew , shortlisted
candidate w ill be intimated through e-mail for document v erification & joining if selected.
Selected candidates w ill be placed at Maharashtra Circle. More details of BSNL Apprentice
recruitment, Careers, upcoming notification, apply  online link, BSNL jobs, selection list etc. will
be av ailable on the official w ebsite. The detailed information of educational qualification, age
limit, selection process, application fees, apply  mode and how  to apply  process for BSNL
recruitment is discussed abov e. Stay  tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest updates.

THDC Recruitment 2021, Apply
ITI Trade Apprentice Vacancies

@ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 47 Vac ancies  | Las t Date: 29. 12.2021 |

Dow nload Application Form @ thdc.co.in
THDC R ecruitment 2021: THDC India Limited w ill  prov ide a great opportunity  for the

candidates w ho are looking for Central Government jobs. Because THDC currently  announced
recruitment noti fication [ITI- Trade Apprentices 01/2021] for choosing eligib le candidates to
undergo one y ear Apprenticeship Training under Apprentice Act. 1961. Hereby, there are 47
v acancies are allotted for the ITI Trade Apprentice under v arious designation. Candidates
w ho are eligible for these THDC jobs may  dow nload application form, fill the details properly
and then send it to the giv en address. The last date for the submission of application form is
29. 12.2021. Before submitting appl ication form, candidates should register thems elv es in
NAPs portal, w ithout registration candidates w ill not be engaged as apprenticeship trainee.
THDC inv ites applications from eligible candidates w ho are hav ing domicile of Uttarakhand.
Candidates w ho possess the minimum qualification of 10th/ ITI pass are also to be eligible to
apply  this THDC India Limited recruitment. Candidates may  fill the THDC job v acancy  through
merit, on the basis of marks obtained in their respectiv e trades. There w ill be no interv iew
conducted for THDC recruitment.  More details of THDC Apprentice rec ruitment, sy llabus,
THDC job v acancy, upcoming notification, application form etc. w ill be uploaded on the official
w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get the details of educational qualification, age limit,  selection process,
apply  mode and how  to apply  process for THDC recruitment are briefly  discussed abov e.
Stay  tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest job updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,
age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

e-TENDER NOTICE
No. DB-Tender/Elect/WSD/2021-22/2755dt.31/12/2021

The Executive Engineer, Workshop Division, APWD, Port Blair invites on behalf of President
of India, online Item Rate tenders from the Enlisted contractor of APWDand Non APWD
Contractors  irrespective of their enlistment subject to the condition that they have experience of
having successfully completed of work dealing with Providing Services of vehicle’s  driver in the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands with Govt. Organizations & do not have any adverse remarksregistered
labour contractors/ Agencies for providing services to drive Heavy Vehicles with those who have
professional driving license for the under mentioned work..

1. Name of Work:-R&M of 12Nos. Ashok Leyland  Truck procured under MOT fund
During 2021-2022. SW:- Providing services to Drive  Heavy Vehicles under Transport
Sub-Division.Estimate Cost Put To Tender:-‘.29,26,440/-, EMD:-‘.58,529/-&Time
of Completion:- 06 Months TENDER ID:2021_APWD_4840_1

2. Name of Work:-R&M/o 6nos. Maruty Gypsy King, 06 Nos. Maruti Gypsy, 02 Nos.
Maruti Omni and 07 Nos. Commander Jeep under Workshop Sub-Division, during 2021-
22. SW:-Providing services to Drive Light Vehicles. Estimate Cost Put To Tender:-
‘.21,80,510/-, EMD:‘.43,610/-&Time of Completion:-  06 Months TENDER
ID:2021_APWD_4842_1& last time & date of Submission of bid:12/01/2022 (10:00
hrs).

The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the web site eprocure.andaman.gov.in.
Executive Engineer
Workshop Division
APWD, Port Blair

IP/8369/21
2021/MediaRelease/1023

Why are so
many vaccinated

people getting
COVID-19 lately

A couple of factors are at play, starting with
the emergence of the highly  contagious omicron
v ariant. Omicron is more likely to infect people,
ev en if it doesn't make them v ery  sick, and its
surge coincided w ith the holiday  trav el season in
many  places. People might mistakenly  think the
COVID-19 v ac cines w i ll completely  b lock
infection, but the shots are mainly  designed to
prev ent sev ere illness, says Louis Mansky, a
v irus researcher at the Univ ersity  of Minnesota.
And the v accines are still doing their job on that
front, particularly  for people who've gotten boosters.
Tw o doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
v accines or one dose of the Johnson & Johnson
v accine still offer strong protection against serious
illness from omicron. While those initial doses
aren't very  good at blocking omicron infection,
boosters particularly  with the Pfizer and Moderna
v accines rev up lev els of the antibodies to help
fend off infection. Omicron appears to replicate
much more efficiently  than previous v ariants. And
if infected people have high v irus loads, there's a
greater likelihood they 'll pass it on to others,
especially  the unvaccinated. Vaccinated people
w ho get the v irus are more likely  to hav e mild
symptoms, if any, since the shots trigger multiple
defenses in your immune system, making it much
more difficult for omicron to slip past them all.
Advice for stay ing safe hasn't changed. Doctors
say to w ear masks indoors, av oid crow ds and
get v accinated and boosted. Ev en though the
shots w on't alw ay s keep you from catching the
v irus, they 'll make it much more likely  y ou stay
aliv e and out of the hospital.
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OPEN SECRET

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMERCE TO BECOME
$1.2 TRILLION MARKET BY 2025

The pandemic has al ready  changed
the way we s hop.  E-c om merc e and
contactless payments have become a way
of life whether or  not we prefer in-st ore
browsing over online shopping.

In the backdrop of the Omicron variant
topping infectivity charts everywhere, a new
study led by Accenture has predicted that
shopping on social media will reach a global
market size of $1.2 trillion by 2025, growing
three times f aster  than the rate at which
traditional e-commerce grew.

The report, "Shopping Set for a Social
Revolution,” examines the social commerce
opport unities via an online survey of over
10,000 social media users in China, India,
Braz i l,  the US and the UK.  Soc ia l
c om merc e m eans a person’s  ent ire
s hopping experience—from produc t

discovery to the check-out process—takes
plac e on soc ia l m edia platf orms like
Facebook and I nstagram. This can range
from being directed to a Marks  & Spencer
sale on a Facebook feed to stumbling onto
a niche, small-time ice-cream company on
Instagram.

Just under two thirds (64 per cent) of
social media users surveyed said they made
a social commerce purchase in the last year,
which Accenture estimates to reflect nearly
2 bi llion social  buyers globally. Growth is
predicted t o be driven primarily by Gen Z
and M i llennia l  s oc ia l  media us ers ,
accounting for 62 per cent of global social
commerce spending by 2025.

"We designed and fielded an onl ine
survey of 10,053 social media users  in
China, India, Brazil, the U.S. and the U.K.

The online study  was c onduct ed bet ween
August 12 and September 3 2021. We also
conducted in-depth interviews with shoppers
and s ellers from those same five markets
between May 26 and June 2, 2021," says a
spokesperson from Accenture.

While China wi ll remain the most
advanced market both in size and maturity,
the most growth is expected to be seen in
dev eloping markets  like India and Braz il.
Other key insights include how nearly eight
out  of t en social media users  in I ndia use
social commerce to make purchases. While
India is a mature market, almost half of its
consumers make more impulse purchases
than they do planned ones. Also, users from
India are more than twice as likely to sell on
socia l platforms compared to users in  the
US and UK.  The report found that by 2025
the highest number of social commerce
purchases globally are expected in clothing
(18 per cent of all social commerce by 2025),
consumer electronics (13 per cent) and home
déc or (7 per cent) . Fresh f ood and snack
items also represent a large product category
(13 per cent ) alt hough sales are nearly
exc lusiv e to  China. Beauty and personal
care, although smaller in terms of total social
commerce sales, is predicted to quickly gain
ground on e-commerce. “Driven by mobile-
first consumer preferences and the launch
of new hyperlocal social commerce platforms,
the emerging success  of social commerce
in India is a testimony to the power of people
and communities,” said Anurag Gupt a,
Managing Director  and Lead - St rategy &
Consulting, Accenture in India.

“To take adv antage of this  grow ing
opportunity, it will be crucial that these social
commerce platf orms offer  consumers the
right exper ienc e bui lt around trust and
satisfaction, and broaden their appeal through
the use of  local languages  and video
interfaces," said Gupta.

A tota l o f 1, 892 cases of
Omicron v ariant of coronav irus
hav e been detected across 23 states
and Union Territories so far, out of
w hich 766 hav e recov ered or
migrated, accord ing to the Union
health  ministry 's  data updated on
Tuesday. Maharashtra has recorded
the max imum number of 568 cases,
follow ed by  Delh i (382), Kerala
(185),  Rajasthan (174), Gujarat
(152), and Tamil Nadu (121). A top
epidemiology  and communicable
diseases  ex pert on Monday  said
people should get them selv es
v accinated at the earliest and not sit
back thinking the Omicron v ariant
of COVID-19 is milder because the
v irus w ill hunt for the "unv accinated,
the old and immunodeficient". Dr
Raman Gangakhedkar, former head
of epidemiology  and communicable
diseas es at the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), further
said one must not w ait for  herd
immunity  to set in as that process

Omicron tally rises to 1,892,
with Maharashtra recording

maximum 568 cases
w ill take time and a lot of people
may  die. "Instead of w aiting for
natura l immunity  (by  infection), if
w e go for induced immunity  through
the vaccine, it w ill be good and the
damage w ill be minimal. Getting an
infection is nev er good ev en if it is
mild. Today, it (Omicron) may  look
milder  but has any one thought of
long- term effec ts on the human
body," the health ex pert asked.
Asked if the current situation w as
the beginning of the end of the
pandemic, Dr Gangakhedkar said
the scare w ould persis t till  the
v acc ination cov erage r is es
dramatica lly. "After this, one thing
w ill happen. The v irus w ill  start
hunting for  thos e w ho are
unvaccinated, those w ho are older,
and thos e w ho hav e
immunodeficiency," he asserted.

As per research, the Omicron
v ariant has the ability  to spread
rapidly  and ev en ev ades v accine-
induced immunity, he added.

Good outing in Asia Cup key for
success in 2022: Savita

Allahudein Paleker w as at
M ecc a,  jus t done w i th h is
pilgrimage to Haj in 2017, w hen he
found out that he had been elev ated
to the ICC panel  of umpires. He
saw  it as a sign and a blessing. He
umpired in the ODIs, stood in India’s
tour of South Afr ica in 2018, and
now  has made his debut as a Test
umpire, 15 y ears after first taking
up the profession.

Incidenta lly , his  umpiring
partner w as Marias Erasmus, his
mentor w ho had started him on the
umpiring path a decade and a half
ago. It w as an impressiv e start but
tough day s w ill come s oon, no
doubt. The sternest Test of his career
so far  must surely  be that fateful
day  in Cape Tow n in March 2018
w hen he w as the fourth umpire in
the Sandpaper gate game. Together
w ith the on-field  umpires, Paleker

Defending the title at the w omen’s Asia
Cup and sealing a direct berth in the FIH World
Cup later w i ll be the key  focus for  India as it
w ill set the tone for the side ahead of a busy
season, said team’s v ice-captain Sav ita.

The Indian w omen w ill begin the new
y ear w ith a trip  to Oman in January  w here
they  w ill defend their Asia Cup title to be held
from January  21 to 28.

Top eight teams of the continent — India,
China, Korea, Japan,  Malay sia, Thailand,
Indonesia and Singapore — w ill v ie for the top
honours in the Asia Cup. from w here top four
sides w ill qualify  for the FIH Women’s World
Cup 2022 to be held in  Spain and the
Netherlands in July.

“ In 2017, w e w on the Asia Cup to w in
direct qualification for the FIH Women’s World
Cup in London. I feel that w in w as one of the
stepping stones for us to establish steady
grow th in our performance in the pas t four
y ears.

“Definitely  starting the season w ith a good
show  in Asia Cup w ill giv e us the right

m om entum  as w e play  back - to-bac k
tournam ents,”  ace goalkeeper Sav i ta in a
Hockey  India statement.

After the conclusion of the Asia Cup, the
Indian w omen w ill make their FIH Pro League
debut,  play ing against Netherlands, Spain,
Germany  and England in Bhubanesw ar.

The Indian w ill then trav el to Belgium
and the Netherlands to play against Belgium,
Argentina and USA in June.

“ I fee l the Pro League matches w ill
prov ide us w ith the best ex posure ahead of the
World Cup (in July ). Last time, we made it to
the quarterfinals  for the first time in many
decades.

“With our recent performance in the
Oly mpics, and the support w e garnered, w e
need to liv e up to the ex pectations by  doing
w ell in these major competitions to keep the
interest aliv e in w omen’s hockey,”  Sav ita said.

That follow s the Indian w omen team’s
tw o big assignment of the y ear — Birmingham
Commonw ealth Games in July  follow ed by
the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China,

w here they  w ill aim for a gold to seal an direct
qualification for the the 2024 Paris Olympics.

The Indian w omen will w rap up the season
w ith the FIH Women’s Nations Cup in December
w hich w ill be play ed in Valencia, Spain.

“Hav ing a good core group in such a hectic
y ear w ill mean a lot in term s of ensuring our
performance doesn’t drop w henev er someone
needs to fill in for another player,”  added Savita.

Indian-origin umpire Paleker has the
trade running in his blood

charged Austra lia’s Cameron
Banc roft, w ho had s hov ed
sandpaper in his  trousers,  under
Article 2.2.9.

The Indian connection is apt
though, as he traces his origins to
Ratnagiri in Maharashtra. His father
too is  an umpire though he could
nev er make it to the higher lev el,
and still plies his trade behind the
stumps in his 70’s.

A few  y ears back, in 2015,
Paleker w as in India, as part of
um pire-ex c hange program me
betw een tw o boards, and umpired
in Ranji Trophy  games in Mumbai
and C hennai. He made the local
papers  then, talk ing about how  in
2000, he had tried to enter  the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai as
a v isitor but w as denied entry. And
now  he w as umpiring there. Circle
of life, and all that.

It’s been an in teresting life,
alright. A first-class play er for South
African franchise Titans till 2006, and
a club play er from Cape Tow n who
ev en play ed in leagues in England.
When he w as 20, he w ent to play
in the Sussex  leagues but found the
life as a Muslim difficult.

‘There w as no halaal food
available readily, the closest masjid
w as an hour aw ay , and it w asn’t
eas y , ”  Paleker  onc e to ld
Acc identa lmusl im.com. He w as
more careful nex t y ear and made
the decision that most Asian-origin
people do,  and espec ia lly  of
M us l im  fa i th .  He c hos e
Birm ingham ,  w here 21% of
population is  Muslim. Wi th Halal
food and lots of masjids around, he
w as  in a far happier s pace and
had a couple of successful y ears
in the leagues.

One day  Peter Kirs ten,
former South African batsm an,
called w hen he was in Birmingham
and offered him a chance to play
for  Titans. Paleker didn’ t hav e to
think much.

Ev en as his p lay ing career
w as w inding dow n, adv ice from
Erasmus  w ould turn out to  be
sagely. “He told m e, if y ou are
interested in umpiring, take it up as
soon as y our play ing career ends,”
Paleker say s in that in terv iew .
“Don’ t w aste time by  try ing other
things. It w as the best adv ic e I
ev er got. ”  So,  ev en w hen tw o
y ears remained in  his play ing
contract, he started taking umpiring
courses.  And w hen his contract
ended, happily  at his home ground
New Lands in his hometow n Cape
Tow n, he took the umpiring plunge
immediately  in 2007.


