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Thought for today
If I am im patient to

experience the
results of my efforts,
it is like trying to eat

unripe fruit.
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DNA Prez meets CS, highlights
concerns of local media houses

Port Blair, Dec 15: The President of
Dai ly N ewspaper A ssociatio n (D NA)
[proposed], Mr K Ganeshan met the Chief
Secretary of the UT Administration, Mr
Jitendra Narain on Tuesday inviting his
attention to the problems being faced by
the local newspapers.  He requested the
Chief Secretary to extend financial relief
to th e l o cal  med i a,  m ai n l y d ail y
newspaper s,  by way of  p ubl ishi ng
awaren ess materials on COVID -19 as
display advertisements and achievements
of various local departments.  The Chief
Secretary asked Mr K Ganeshan to meet
the D istri ct  Co mm issio ner  with a
proposal i n this regard and assured to
do the needful on his behalf.

“Media in the islands has registered
a sharp dip in advertising and circulation
revenue since the imposition of lockdown
owing to Covid-19 pandemic. While many
local media units here have been forced
to close down their units due to financial
losses, many others are facing existential
crisis due to huge dip in government

advert isements rel eased by the local
administration. Media units here have also
b een  p er si stent l y ur g i n g  th e
administration to enhance government
advertisements as most of the media units
are reeling under heavy financial crisis,”
told Mr Ganeshan to the Chief Secretary.  

The Mi nistry of H ealth and Family
Welfare, GoI, uploads advisories, posters
and pamphlets in its web portal on a daily
b asis r el ati n g  to  COVI D -19 an d
g over nm en t’ s in i t iat i ves to ward s
contai ning the pan demic. But due to
inadequ ate publicity, the infor mation
d oesn ’t  r each th e m aj or ity o f th e
populat ion here. Th e top brass of the
administration, in exercise of o fficial
powers, can utilize the platform to lend a
helping hand to the cash-strapped local
media. For instance,  a display material
on key features of Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Package: In surance Scheme for
Health Workers Fighting COVID-19 was
uploaded in the portal of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, which can be

issued  as advertisement to the local
media for information of the m asses.
Si mil ar ly,  th e Govern men t o f Ind ia
l au nch ed  a tr ai n i n g m o d u l e fo r
m an ag em ent of  C OVI D-19 n amed
‘Integrated Govt. Online training’ (iGOT)
po rtal on  DI KSH A p latform  fo r the
capacity building of frontline workers to
handle the pandemic efficiently.  In the
office memorandum issued in this regard,
the Under Secretary to the Govt. of India,
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievance
and Pensio ns, pro vided two display
materials asking Chief Secretaries of all
States/ UTs to ensur e wide publi city by
launchi ng advertisements in the local
media. Such measures, if implemented
by the administratio n, will be o f great
help to the media industry am id the
prevaili ng cr isis,  sai d Mr Ganeshan
urging the Chief Secretary to extend some
relief to the media units in the islands by
way of providing display advts on Covid-
19 so that the stru ggling local  media
industry can survive in the islands.

Po rt B la ir,  Dec 1 5 :
Fo rmer Ch airp erson  o f
Mun icip al Co u n cil, Mr K
Ga n esh a n  m et th e  Ch ief
S ecreta ry o f th e  UT
Admin istration , Mr Jitendra
Narain on Tuesday to draw his
a tten tio n  to wa rd s th e
g rieva n ces o f p ilgrim s
intendin g to visit Sab arimala
temp le,  Kera la  a n d
M e l m a r u v a t h u r
Adh ipa rasa kthi tem ple  in
Chennai.  Lack of ship services
b etween  Po rt B la ir a n d
mainland and soaring fares of
air travel between Port Blair

Former Civic Chief meets CS
with demands of Sabarimala,

Adhiparasakthi devotees
and  cities in m ainland has
generated resentment among
devotees. Every year, hundreds
of devotees wait for the holy
month o f December to  travel
to Kerala and Tamil Nadu to
worship Lord Ayyappa and bow
their heads at Melmaruvathur
Adh ipa rasa kthi tem ple  in
Chennai, said Mr Ganeshan.

In 2020, the COVID-19
pand emic d idn’t permit the
devotees to travel to the holy
places. Devotees were early
waiting this year to travel to the
pilgrimages. However, soaring
a irfa res ha s beco me a

hindrance for them this year
again. While it seems highly
unlikely to restore ship services
to mainland at this juncture,
resumption of chartered flight
services will be of huge relief
for the devotees, he told the
Ch ief Secreta ry. Mr Nara in
assured to take up the demand
with the Civil Aviation Ministry
and  asked  Mr Ga neshan  to
meet the Commissioner-cum-
Secretary (Civil Aviation) of
th e ad ministration  to seek
landing permission in the event
devotees b ook a  ch artered
flight for the pilgrimage.

Port B la i r,  Dec  15:  The
Andaman & N icobar Terri torial
Congress Comm ittee (ANTCC)
obs erv ed the 71s t death
anniv ersary  of the la te Home
Minister  of Ind ia Shri . Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on Wednesday
here at Gandhi Bhaw an, Port Blair
under the leadership of ANTCC

President Shri. Rangalal Halder and
AN TCC  Cam paign Comm ittee
Chairman Shri. T SG Bhask er.
Senior functionaries of PCC, DCC
and other senior leaders of the party
including it’s frontal organis ations
garlanded the portrait of Shri. Sardar
Patel.

Scores of Congress w orkers

paid floral tributes and recalled the
life and saga of “ Iron Man of India” .
They  also remem bered his great
qualities and the serv ices he has
rendered to the nation.

Addressing the Congress
w orkers Shri. Rangalal Halder said
that “The current scenario  in w hich
some disruptiv e forces are try ing to

damage the unity  and integr ity  of
India,  Sardar Patel and his v ision
become all the more relev ant. We
draw  motiv ation from him and his
attainment to combat the disruptiv e
forces  in the country ” . The entire
program me w as coordinated by
DCC President Shri. V.K Abdul
Aziz.

ANTCC observes death anniversary
of Late. Sardar Vallabha Bhai Patel

New  Delhi:  Group C aptain
Varun Singh, w ho w as rescued
after the helicopter crash that killed
Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat and 12 others on December
8, died today. Group Captain Singh
w as being treated for sev ere burns
at a Bengaluru military  hospital after
he w as mov ed from Wellington in
Tamil Nadu’s Coonoor. He had been
on life support, according to officials.
The Indian Air Force said he died of
his injuries this morning. “The IAF
is deeply  saddened to inform the
passing aw ay  of brav eheart Group
C apta in Varun Singh,  w ho
succumbed this morning to the
injuries sustained in the helicopter
accident on 08 Dec 21. IAF offers
sincere condolences and s tands
firmly  w ith the bereav ed family,”
said an Air Force statement.

In the past w eek, there had
been a deluge of w ishes and

Thiruv ananthapuram, 15t h

Dec, 2021: The Kerala high court
on M onday  ques tioned the
credibility of a petition that challenged
the use of Prime Minister Narendra
M odi’s  im age on
C ov id-19 v ac cine
certificates.

Hear ing the
petition, justice P V
Kunhikrishnan asked
the petitioner , w ho
w ork s  at the
J aw ahar la l  N ehru
Institute of Leadership,
how  the use of PM
M odi’s  photo on
v accine certi ficates
differs from naming a university after
former PM Nehru.

“He (M odi)  is our Pr im e
Minister, not the PM of any  other
country. He came to pow er through
a mandate. Merely  because y ou
hav e political d ifferenc es, y ou
cannot challenge this. Why  are of
ashamed of our PM? [If] 100 crore
people do not hav e any  issue w ith
this, w hy  do you? You are w asting

judicial time,”  the judge observ ed.
T he peti tioner ,  Peter

My alparambhil, mov ed c ourt in
October arguing that using the Prime
Minis ter ’s image on Cov id-19

v ac cine cer ti ficates  “ has  no
substance, utility  or relev ance” .

The counsel for the petitioner,
Ajit M Joy, argued that the v accine
certificate w as the petitioner’s priv ate
space and he has certain rights over
it.

He said that since the petitioner
paid for the vaccine, the state can’t
take c redit for i t. He also argued
that i t w as a v iolation of the

petitioner’s fundamental rights. The
c ouns el  p leaded that i f the
gov ernment insisted on using Modi’s
photo on v accine certificates, then
there should also be an option to

is sue c erti fic ates
w i thout the PM ’s
image.

T he couns el
argued that vaccination
certificates in sev eral
other countries don’t
hav e images of the
head of the
gov ernment. “T hey
may  not to be proud of
their PM, but w e are.
He (Modi) became the

PM because of the mandate of the
people. We may  hav e different
political opinions, but still he is our
PM,”  the judge replied.

The counsel for the Union
government defended the use of the
PM’s photo, say ing Modi’s image
along w ith his w ords on v accine
c erti fic ates w i l l he lp c reate
aw areness about the inoculation

What is wrong with PM’s photo
on vaccine certificate: Kerala HC

Group Captain Varun
Singh Dies, Was Sole

Survivor of Chopper Crash

messages for the Shaury a Chakra
award-w inning officer, w ho w as the
only  one to be pulled out aliv e after
the helicopter crash killed India’s top
General. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the nation in mourning his
death. “Group Captain Varun Singh
serv ed the nation w ith pride, v alour
and utmost professionalism. I am

Port Bla ir, Dec 15:  At about
1326 hours, MFV Akshra, w hich
had departed from Junglighat fishing
harbour, Port Blair on 08 Dec 21 for
fishing w ith 05 fishermen onboard, See... Page 02

SAR Operation by Coast Guard,
all fishers of MFV Akshra rescued

reported engine failure at s ea, 20
miles off Spike Island on 10 Dec
21. T he Coast Guard Regional
Headquarters at Port Blair, div erted
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ships

C-146 and DurgabaiDeshmukh, to
prov ide assistance to the distressed
fishing boat. On arriv al at datum,
the Coast Guard Ship embarked its
technical team onboard the fishing

boat to  carry  out necess ary
rectification. How ev er, due to non-
av ailabil ity  of required s pares
onboard the fishing v essel the defect

Port Bla ir, Dec 15: As  a part
of ce lebrating Az adiKa
AmritMahotsav,  75 y ears of  Indian
independence, JN RM, Port Blair 
organized a programme on the

Poachers w ith boats w ere apprehended in a joint operation by  the Andaman and Nicobar Police,
Department of Forest and officials of the Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samity officials. Detailed interrogation
of the apprehended persons is being carried out. (Pix : Tw itter)

Kadamtala, Dec 15: A huge
King Cobra w as  resc ued from
Kadamtala v i llage in  Middle
Andaman on Tuesday. According
to reports, a terrified v illager raised
an alarm after s potting the huge
v enomous reptile near his house.
Ex pert snake handler, Mr Subrata
Basu rushed to the spot and the
King Cobra w as rescued.  The
snake w as  later released in to
protected surroundings.

The Andaman Cobra (Naja
sagittifera), is a species of cobra in

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava celebrated at JNRM
theme “A Tribute to  our National
Heroes”  today   on 15th Dec.2021
in the college auditorium. Dr.Angel
Bhati  C hauhan ,Sec retary
Education w as the chief guest on

the oc cas ion w hi le the form er
M em ber of Lok Shabha  Shr i
BishnuPada Ray and Shri Kamlesh
Kumar Jo int Sec retary, Higher
Educ ation w ere  the gues t of

Honour .  In the
program me Dr.Manju
N air,  As s ociate
P r o f e s s o r ,
Geography , Dr, R VR
M urthy  As s oc iate
Profes s or  Pol itic a l
Sc ience, Dr. S.K.J ha
Ass istant Profes sor
, Botany  and
Sm tiNidhiShekhaw at

Lethal Andaman Cobra
rescued from Kadamtala

Port Blair, Dec 15: The District
C hi ld Protec tion U nit,  South
Andaman organised a programme
to create aw areness on Adoption
as per Adoption Regulation 2017 on

Awareness prog. on Adoption by
DCPU at PHC Garacharama

Tuesday  at PHC Garacharma for
the Health Staff including ANMs,
PHN and CHO. Member- Child
Wel fare Comm ittee and Senior

COVID-19
Vaccination going
smoothly in isles

Port B la i r,  Dec  15:  The
v acc ination driv e is c ontinu ing
smooth ly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 5, 78,235
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiar ies of 2, 81, 603
(approx .). A tota l of 1506 people
w ere v ac cinated in these islands
on Tuesday. A to tal of 1,76,944
eligible people in the age group of
18 to 44 y ears  hav e been
v ac cinated ti l l  date.   1388
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Dis trict, out of
w hich 67 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 y ears. Similarly,
118 beneficiaries w ere v accinated
in North & Middle Andaman District
out of w hich, 4 w ere in the age group
of 18-44 y ears.

See... Page 02

Online appl.
for B.Ed

admissions
Port Blair, Dec 15: Submission

of online appl ication form s for
admis sion to T w o Years B.Ed.
Degree Program me for  the
academic session 2021-22 in
Tagore Gov ernm ent C ollege of
Educ ation,  Por t B la i r  has
com menced from  23rd October
2021. Due to non-receipt of results
by  JNRM as requested by  its
Pr inc ipal ,  the las t date for
submission of e-prospectus-cum-
online appl ic ation form s  for
admission to this Programme has
now  been ex tended upto 20th
Dec2021. All desirous candidates
are requested to com plete the
process of submiss ion of onl ine
appl ic ation form s  by  20th
Dec ember 2021 v ia UR L http ://
collegeadmission.andaman.gov.in.

Port Blair, Dec 15: The Haj
Committee of India, Mumbai v ide
their Circular No. 04 dated 14th
December, 2021 has cancelled the
restriction of upper age limit for the
Haj 1443(H) -2022(C.E.) to facilitate
the elderly  intending pilgrims to make
online application for Haj-2022. The
pilgrims above the earlier notified age
limit of 65 y ears are now  eligible to
submit online application(s) including
those abov e the age of 70+ y ears.

Haj Committee cancels
restriction on upper age limit

Further the 70+ intending pilgrims
shall be registered under Reserv ed
Category. For further information, the
Haj pilgrims can contact Office of the
Chairman, A&N Islands UT Haj
Committee, functioning in the second
floor room No. 310 of the Directorate
of Socia l Welfare Bui lding at
Goalghar, during office hours. The
last date for online submission of Haj
Application Form is 31st January,
2022.
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EDITORIAL
Strikes in Poland

Polish workers and miners were reported to
hav e downed tools in protest against martial law
and the suspension of union and civilian freedom.
The Solidar ity free trade union, functioning in
defiance of the military authorities, issued a lis t of
str ike-bound mines and factories and said troops
had surrounded a number  of plants and appeared
to be readying to ev ict the strik ers during the night
curfew hours . A Solidarity official said that the
union had set up a skeleton command to direct
operations in the absence of its leaders, who were
rounded up en masse.

The official Sino-Indian talks ended in Beijing
on Monday with both sides agreeing to continue
contacts  and pursue efforts  to resolv e their
differences on the boundary ques tion. According
to an Indian embassy spok esperson, both s ides
affirmed their  determination to s trengthen the
friendship and work out programmes for exchanges
in other fields while continuing efforts towards  a
boundary settlement. The Chinese Foreign Minister
in a statement said that an “amicable atmosphere
prev ailed throughout the talk s and both s ides
adopted a positive attitude”. Confirming that there
had been “a frank and friendly exchange of v iews
on the boundary question,”  the Indian embassy
spokesman ack nowledged that the exchange of
views brought out the extent to which differences
remained between the s ides , and also that both
desired to continue efforts  to resolv e these
differences.

The police resor ted to light lathi charge in
places in Nowgong district, fired teargas shells and
arrested about 200 persons all over the state as the
Assam agitators ’ civil disobedience call drew a
luk ewarm response on its first day. The agitators
hav e launched the programme to force a solution
to the foreigners ’ is sue. Those arrested include
AASU adviser  Lalit Rajkhowa. Most rail, bus  and
river ferry serv ices functioned normally and there
was no determined attempt to break into them and
travel without tick ets, as the AASU-AGP leadership
had asked them to do.
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RBI'S NEW PCA NORMS WILL ENABLE NBFCS
TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTION: EXPERTS

The prompt correctiv e action
framew ork (PCA) introduced by  the
Reserv e Bank of India for non-banking
finance companies  w ill a lign their
regulations w ith those of scheduled
commercia l banks. It w ill also make
s hadow  lenders take s teps  to

strengthen their balance sheets at a
time their size and scale hav e grow n
and many  also accept public deposits,
say ex perts.

In the last few  y ears, India’s
financial serv ices sector has been hit
by  several large non-banking finance
companies such as IL&FS, SREI,
Dew an Housing Finance (DHFL) and
Reliance Capital going bankrupt. In this
backdrop, the introduction of the PCA
guidelines for the NBFCs is a big step.

T he PC A norm s  w i ll  be
applicable to all deposit taking NBFCs,
excluding government companies, and
also non-deposit taking NBFCs in
middle, upper and top tiers. These will
include inv es tm ent and c redi t
companies, infrastructure debt funds,

infra finance com panies and micro-
finance institutions.

A PCA framew ork has already
been in place for  commercial  banks
since 2002. A revised PCA framew ork
for banks w as issued in Nov ember.

T he objec tiv e of the PC A
framew ork is to enable superv isory
interv ention at appropriate time and
require the superv ised entity  to initiate
and implement remedial measures in
a timely  manner, so as to restore its

financial health. The framew ork is also
intended to act as a tool for effectiv e
market discipline, said the RBI.

It felt the need to introduce a PCA
framework for NBFCs too giv en their
grow th in siz e and s ubstantia l
interc onnectednes s w ith the other
segments of the financial sy stem, the
central bank said.

The capital and asset quality  will
be the key  areas for monitoring in the
PCA framew ork in case of the deposit
as w ell as non-deposit taking NBFCs.
Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio
(CRAR), tier I capital ratio and net NPA
ratio w ill be the k ey  indicators to be
tracked in case of NBFCs.

Breach of any  risk threshold may
result in inv ocation of PCA. “A NBFC
w ill generally  be placed under PCA
Framew ork based on the audited
annual  financial results and/ or the
superv isory  assessment made by  the
RBI. How ev er, the RBI may  impose
PCA on any NBFC during the course
of a y ear (including migration from one
threshold to another) in case the
circumstances so warrant,”  RBI said.

Experts w elcomed this mov e by
the R BI to in troduc e the PC A
framew ork for NBFCs.

“Lenders show ing deterioration
in per formance metrics like capital,
asset quality, and lev erage have to be
restricted on pay ing dividends, opening

branches, and capex . Restrictions
could be based on the sev erity  of the
s ituation w hi le  being s ubject to
additional scrutiny  till they  come out of
the bad phase. T his is a w elcome
mov e, for it w ill stop bad lenders from
going w orse rather  than brushing the
issue aside. Ultimately, since NBFCs
are now  more closely  integrated w ith
the banking sy stem than ev er before,
safer NBFCs also translate to a safer
ov erall financial sy stem,”  said Jay a
Vaidhy anathan, CEO of BCT Digital.

The RBI’s PCA framew ork for
NBFCs w ill be effectiv e from October
2022. Kris hnan Sitaram an, senior
director at CRISIL Ratings s aid no
major mid or large NBFCs are likely
to face immediate challenges giv en their
comfortable capitalisation lev els. The
RBI has also prov ided a reas onable
transition time for NBFCs to strengthen
their balance sheets, some of w hich
hav e been impacted by  asset quality
challenges follow ing the COVID-19
pandemic, he added.

“Capita l adequacy  and asset
quality, the key  factors influencing
balance-sheet resilience, is w hat the
RBI w i ll  ass es s w hen refer ring
NBFCs to the PCA framew ork . The
graded restrictions under the framew ork
w ill enable NBFCs to take correctiv e
action w hen they  breach stipulated
thresholds. That w ould reduce the

chances of insolv ency,” said Sitaraman
further.

If a particular NBFC w ere to breach
ei ther of the three r isk  thres holds
prescribed under the PCA framew ork,
there will be certain mandatory  actions
that w ill be required including restriction
of div idend distribution, reduc tion in
lev erage, promoters or shareholders
infusing equity and restriction on branch
ex pansion. There m ay  be other
discretionary  actions that may  be taken
too. According to analysts at broking firm
Motilal  Osw al F inancial  Serv ices,
currently only  Mahindra and Mahindra
Financial Serv ices has a net stage 3 in
ex cess of 6 per cent (net NPAs of 6.4
per cent as on September 30), which it
can conv eniently  bring dow n to below
6 per cent by  the end of the c urrent
financial y ear. The company has said it
aims to maintain the net NPA below  4
per cent, by  the y ear end.

R ec ently  the R BI had a ls o
tightened NPA recognition norms for
NBFCs. On Wednesday, most NBFCs
traded in the red. Poonaw alla Fincorp
w as dow n 2.3 per cent, Bajaj Finserv
fell 2 .6 per cent,  Mahindra F inance
declined 3 per cent, and Muthoot Capital
Serv ices, Reliance Capital and Indostar
Capital Finance closed ov er 4 per cent
lower. The broader BSE Sensex  ended
dow n 329 points or 0.6 per c ent at
57,788.03 points.

What is wrong with.. from... Page 01
dr iv e against the c oronav irus
disease.

Incidentally, w hen a question
came up in the Upper House in
August, Union minister of state for
health and family  w elfare, Bharati
Paw ar,  said that the PM’s image
on v ac cine certificates w as  ideal
for promoting aw areness of the
v accination driv e. After hearing out
both sides, the court said it needed

time to go through the detai ls and
w ill issue an order at a later date.

During a prev ious hearing on
Nov ember 23 by  a different bench,
the court discouraged the petitioner,
say ing that h is plea had larger
implications and asked him how
w ould it seem if someone c ame
w ith a p lea to remov e Mahatma
Gandhi’s image from  currency
notes.

Lethal Andaman.. from... Page 01
the Elapidae family, that is native to
the Andaman Is lands .  T he
unmistakable species is medium in
length and is a heav y  bodied
spec ies of cobra. The species
inhabits primary  and secondary
low land forests, forest edges and

mangrov es. It is mainly  a nocturnal
and terrestrial s pecies that likes
w ater. Although it feeds mainly  on
small mammals and frogs, i t w ill
take a v ariety  of prey  inc luding
rodents, domestic fow ls, and their
eggs.

SAR Operation by.. from... Page 01
could not be recti fied.  Thereafter,
ICG Ship DurgabaiDeshmukh took
MFV Akshra under tow  and entered
Port Blair harbour at 2305 hours on
11 Dec 21. The fishing boat alongw ith
05 fishermen w assafely  handed

over to Department of Fisheries, Port
Blair. The assistance prov ided is
reflective of the National effort by  all
uniformed services of the Andaman
and Nicobar Command at Port
Blair.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava.. from... Page 01
As sis tant Profes s or  ,Hom e
Science  spoke on the contributions
of Netaj iShubhas Chandra Bose
and INA.  Dr.Santosh Kumar Jha
spoke on the im portance of great
sac rific es made by  our  freedom
fighters for  w hic h w e got the
Independence from the Britishers.
Speaking on the occasion the chief
guest spoke on how  w e need to
contribute to the dev elopment of our
country, and the col leges c an

motiv ate and br ing a required
change among the students through
suc h programmes. Shri Bis hnu
Pada Ray  in his address explained
how  the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands associated to the freedom
m ov em ent of
India. Dr.H.K. Sharma,  Principal
JNR M ex pressed his v ision of
collectiv e efforts and contributions
for the dev elopment of our islands
as and our country.

Group Captain Varun.. from... Page 01
ex tremely  anguis hed by  his
passing aw ay. His rich serv ice to
the nation w ill nev er be forgotten.
Condolences  to his  family  and
friends. Om Shanti,”  posted PM
Modi. Ex actly a w eek ago, General
Bipin Raw at, his  w ife Madhulika
and 12 others were fly ing from Sulur
Air Base to Wellington w hen their
Mi17V5 Air Force chopper crashed
in the hills sev en minutes before
landing. What caused the crash is
being inv estigated by  a top lev el
inquiry. Group Captain Singh w as
first treated at the military  hospital
in Wellington. He w as shifted to
the Bengaluru Command Hospital
last Thursday. The officer’s father,
Colonel KP Singh, had last w eek
described his son as a fighter. The

Air Force officer w on the Shaury a
Chak ra in August for  his courage
in handling his aircraft after it w as
hit by  a snag dur ing a sor tie last
y ear. He managed to land his Tejas
fighter s afely. Fellow  officers
griev ed the los s of one of the
nation’s  finest. R ecently, a letter
that Group Captain Singh had
w ritten to his school after receiv ing
the Shaury a Chakra had gone
v iral. “ It is ok to be mediocre... but
it is by  no m eans  a measure of
things to  come in l ife. F ind y our
calling...  w hatev er y ou w ork
towards, do y our best... never lose
hope,”  he had said in the letter,
describing himself as an av erage
student w ho found his cal ling and
w orked hard to ex cel  in it.

Doordarshan telecast
Port B lair, Dec 15: Doordarshan Kendra, Port Bla ir w ill te lecast

Agriculture Liv e Phone in Programme on the Topic: “Zero budget Natural
farming .”  on 16/ 12/2021, T hursday  from 1730 to 1800 hrs. In this
Programme Dr. T. Subramani, Scientist w ill be the Ex pert. View ers can
partic ipate in th is LIVE Phone-in programme on the topic by  dialling
244745 / 9476046367.

Awareness prog. on.. from... Page 01
Medical Officer, PHC Garacharma
w ere present in the program.

The gathering w as informed
that a l l  adoptions  w hether
Pros pectiv e Adoptiv e Parent/
Relativ e Adoption/ Step Parent
s hal l be regis tered in  ‘C hild
Adoption Resource Information and
Guidance Sy s tem ’ of C entral
Adoption R es ource Author ity
(CAR A).

T hrough this aw arenes s
program, the participants were also
sensitized on the procedure relating
to Orphan,  Abandoned and
Surrender of children w ho can be
declared legally  free for Adoption
and restored through adoption. The
par ticipants w ere encouraged to

inform  c as es  related to such
children found if any  to the District
Chi ld Protection Uni t or the Child
Welfare Committee immediately so
that d irect adoptions can be
av oided. An open discussion w as
conducted w herein quer ies and
concerns raised by  the participants
w ere clarified by the team of DCPU
and Mem ber CWC. The program
concluded w ith a feedback session
to asses s the know ledge of the
participants through an assessment
tool. The District Administration
ens ures  to  organis e s uc h
informativ e session for the Health
Workers and other frontline staff
w orking at grass root lev el  so as
to mitigate direct Adoption.

New  Delhi, 15th Dec, 2021:
The Union Cabinet on December
15 cleared the production- linked
inc entiv e s c hem e (PLI) for
semiconductors w ith the ambition of
making the country  an electronics
hub as the shortage of microchips
hurts industrial production.

According to a reports, the
gov ernment proposes to prov ide
incentiv es worth Rs 76,000 crore for
semiconductor production ov er the
nex t six  y ears.”The scheme w ill
include prov ision for 25 percent
incentiv es on capital ex penditure for
establis hing unit of C ompound
Semiconductor Wafer Fabrication
(F ab),  as sembly,  tes ting, and
packaging facility,”  the report added.

The pol icy  comes at a time
w hen the w orld is w itness ing a
sev ere crunch of semiconductors,
a key  component in all ty pes of

To Make India an Electronic Hub, Cabinet
Clears Rs 76,000-Cr Scheme for Semiconductors

electronic dev ic es ranging from
smartphones to automobi les. The
supply  has been disrupted as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic, w hich
forced production centres  to close
intermittently.

In  order to reduce India ’s
dependenc e on C hina,

the gov ernment in M arch 2020
announced a scheme w ith an aim
to giv e companies incentiv es on
incremental sales from products
manufactured in domestic units.

On Nov ember 11, 2020, the
Union Cabinet had approv ed the
Production-Linked Incentiv e (PLI)

scheme for 10 sectors. The l ist
inc luded pharm ac eutic a ls ,
automobiles and auto components,
telecom and netw orking products,
adv anced chemistry  cell battery,
tex tile , food produc ts ,  s o lar
m odules ,  w hi te goods ,  and
specialty  steel.

The PLI scheme,
ac cord ing to the
gov ernment, “w ill make
Indian manufacturers
globally  competi tiv e,
attract inv estment in the
areas of core competency
and c utting-edge
technology , ensure
effic ienc ies ,  c reate
ec onom ies of sc ale,
enhance ex ports, and
make India an integral part
of the g lobal supply
chain.”

Thi ruv ananthapuram, 15t h

Dec , 2021: In  a sign i fic ant
judgement, Kerala High Court has
ruled that gifts giv en to the bride at
the time of her marriage for her
w elfare w ill not count as dow ry
under the ambit of Dow ry Prohibition
Act, 1961. The ruling from Justice
M.R. Anitha came w hile hearing of
a husband w ho had challenged an
order of a Dow ry  Prohibition Officer
w as going on. The w ife had filed
for a petition before the dow ry  nodal
officer after the relationship w ith her
husband w ent s our. The Court
referred to the prov isions of the
Dow ry Prohibition Act w hile passing
the judgement.

T he w i fe ’s fam i ly  had
deposited all her ornaments in a bank
locker under the couple’s name, the
key  to w hich w as  w ith the w ife.

Kerala High Court Rules Presents
from Parents For Daughter’s

Welfare Not Considered Dowry
The husband’s presenter argued that
the District Dow ry  Prohibition Officer
does not hav e the jurisdiction to
engage in the petition, since the
allegation made by  the w ife w as
on the ornaments which have been
given for her w ell-being hav e been
kept in the bank locker and not y et
returned.

The Court observ ed that the
ornaments kept in the locker w ere
giv en to the w ife for her w ell-being
and that s uc h presents w ere
prov ided by   a  fam ily   to   the
daughter at the time of her marriage,
w i thout any  demand from the
hus band’s fam ily  for the same,
cannot be construed as dow ry.

T he Kera la
Government recently  amended the
Dow ry  Prohibition Rules – Kerala
Dow ry  Prohibition (Amendment)

Rules  2021 – to  hav e dow ry
prohibition officers appointed in
districts as w ell as hav e the WCD
director act as their chief. The action
w as taken in light of sev eral cases
of dow ry  deaths of y oung married
w omen in the state. Three cases
of w omen in their  early  deaths
dy ing allegedly  by  suicide came
out w ithin a w eek in  June. 

Acc ording to the new
amended norms, dow ry prohibition
officers w ill be appointed in all 14
dis tricts in the s tate.  State Health
Min ister  Veena George said the
post of dow ry  prohibition officers
had ex isted on a regional basis in
3 dis tric ts-  Thiruv anthapuram,
Emakula and Kozhikode and it
has  now   been  ex panded  to  all
districts. 

Veena George, back in
July  had said as part
of the initiativ e, the
Direc tor of Wom en
and C hi ld
Dev elopm ent has
been appointed as the
C hief Dow ry
Prohibi tion offic er .
“The appointment of
the dow ry  prohibition
officers is part of the
gov ernment’s efforts
to c rack  dow n on
dow ry  in v iew  of
increas ing c as es
now aday s, ”  George
added. 

Chennai, 15th Dec , 2021:
Dom estic carrier SpiceJ et has
entered into a settlement deal w ith
De Hav illand Aircraft of C anada
(DHC) and all legal proceedings
hav e been stay ed for compliance.

D H C
m anufac turers  the
DHC-8-400 aircraft. It
mov ed the Delhi Court
agains t the Indian
a i r l i n e,   s e e k i n g
pay ments for the order
of a Q400 aircraft that
w as  not paid.  The
manufacturer has now
stopped production of the
aircraft.

“The parties hav e agreed to
settle  all their d isputes under and
related to the airc raft purchase
agreement and component solution
agreement, subject to compliance
w i th the terms  of s ettlem ent,”
ac cord ing to a s tatement from
SpiceJet issued on December 15.

“All related proceedings before
the U K C our t and ex ec ution
proceedings before the Delhi High
Court hav e been stay ed and w ill
be w ithdrawn upon compliance w ith
the settlement terms,”  it said.

The case betw een SpiceJet
and De Hav illand inv olv es the
deliv ery  of 14 Das h 8-400
turboprops that SpiceJet had ordered.
As part of the settlement SpiceJet is
ex pected to hav e inducted a few of
the aircrafts from the aforementioned

SpiceJet enters settlement with
De Havilland Aircraft of Canada,

all legal proceedings stayed
deal in order to maintain a long-term
relations hip w i th  the a i rc raft
manufacturer.

In 2017, SpiceJet s igned a
purchase agreement for 25 Q-400
airc raft. It took  deliv ery  of fiv e

aircraft, but fai led to mak e pre-
deliv ery  pay ments for 15 aircraft in
the order. It also did not take deliv ery
of three of those planes. Later, the
Canadian ai rcraft m anufacturer
suspended the contract

The matter came to light when
SpiceJet did not cough up pre-
deliv ery  dues for 14 of the said
ai rcraft. In February  2020, De
Hav illand sued the low cost carrier
for the same in a UK High Court.

In Augus t,  De Hav i lland
dragged low -cost-carrier to  Delhi
HC to implement the $42.9 million
claim decree granted by  a UK court.

The new  settlement is another
v ictory  for Spic eJ et after  the
company had just a month reached
an agreement w i th Boeing under
w hich the airplane maker agreed to

prov ide “certain accommodations
and settle the outstanding claims
related to the grounding of MAX 737
aircraft and its return to serv ice.”

In September, SpiceJet had
had “ commercial ly  agreed”  to a

settlement ov er the lease of
Boeing MAX aircraft from
CDB Av iation. Just three
w eeks before that the airline
had reached a similar deal
w ith Av olon, another plane
lessor.

The airline w as facing
a num ber of legal
proceedings against it by
international lessors after the
av iation regulator

Direc torate General  o f C iv i l
Av iation had in 2019 banned the
Boeing MAX 737 from fly ing in the
Indian skies and lessors w ere not
able to take back  the grounded
aircrafts they  had leased out to
SpiceJet.

The DGCA on August 26
rescinded its  order grounding the
Boeing 737-8 and 9 models
allow ing the airline to operate the
planes in the domestic market and
allow ing the ai r line to  reac h
settlem ent deals w ith les sors
w ithout returning the planes.

Besides this, SpiceJet is also
battling an unsettled dis pute w ith
KAL Airw ay s, its former ow ner.
Ajay  Singh, the current chairman
of SpiceJet, bought the airline after
the December 2014 crisis.
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

OPaL Recruitment 2021(New), Apply
Executive Vacancies @ www.opalindia.in

OPaL Recru itment 2021 | Ex ecutiv e Pos ts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |
ONGC  OPAL Job Notification @ w w w .opalindia.in

OPaL Recrui tment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Lim ited (OPaL) is  going to activ ate
the online application link for OPaL Ex ecutiv e v acancy. In OPAL latest v acancy  notification,
they  are announced 13 v acanc ies in fol low ing func tions  such as M arketing, Mater ial
Management, Information Technology  & Company  Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Gov ernment jobs w ill be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to s ubmit the online applic ation form for OPAL job notification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 noti fication & apply  onl ine link for this current job openings w ill be
updated @ w w w .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pect competent personnel at ex ecutiv e cadre to fill up this ONGC OPAL latest
v acancy  2021. Candidates must hav e prov en track record in Petrochemicals/ related industry
to apply  for this ONGC Petro additions v acancy. Before apply ing, aspirants need to check the
eligibility. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interv iew . Incomplete application or
applications receiv ed after the last date w ill be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
w ill be prov ided on CTC basis . More deta ils of ONGC  Petro additions recrui tment,
w w w .opalindia.in recruitment, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

Visit w w w .opalindia.in to get more career opportunity  @ ONGC OPaL. Link for OPaL
Latest v acancy  has prov ided below . For latest updates, check @ w ww .daily recruitment.in.

AIC India Recruitment 2021,
Apply 31 MT & Hindi Officer

Vacancies @ www.aicofindia.com
AIC India Recruitment 2021 | M anagement Trainee & Hindi  Officer  Posts | Total

Vacanc y  31 | Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Rec ruitment Notification
@ w w w .aicofindia.com

AIC India Recrui tment 2021: Agricu lture Insurance Company  of Ind ia Lim ited (AIC)
a leading Crop Ins uranc e Com pany,  inv i tes online appl ications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm ent of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer -2021-22/], there are 31 v ac ancies w ill be filled by  AIC
Agric ulture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates w ho are
searc hing Central gov ernment jobs Kindly  make the online registration from 23.11. 2021.
As per the AIC Recruitment notification, online applications w ill be receiv ed up to 13.12.2021.
AIC Insuranc e recruitm ent notification & AIC of Ind ia recruitment Apply  online link is
av ailable @ w w w .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company  of India selection w i ll be based on Online Ex am and
Personal  Interv iew . Selected candidate w ill be at any w here in Ind ia. Candidates  w ho are
seeking Engineering jobs must check their eligib ility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit,
ex perience and etc. Candidates apply ing for the post of Management Trainee should apply for
any  ONE discipline only. Not more than one application for the post of Management Trainee &
Hindi Officer should be submitted by  any candidate. More details of AIC Agriculture v acancy,
upcoming AIC Insurance Jobs notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit
card, result, upcoming notifications and etc. will be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get information of MT & Other  like educational qualification, age limit,
application mode, fee and how  to apply. Keep check ww w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get
latest updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,
age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in
GRSE R ecruitment 2021 | Superv isor & Other Posts | Total Vacanc ies 15 | Las t Date

19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ w w w .grse.in
GRSE Recruitment 2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers L imited inv i tes

online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the fol low ing
posts on fix ed term. T here are 15 v acanc ies w i ll be filled by  GR SE Lim ited. Now  it has
published the recru itment adv ertisement [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:
01/2021] for engagement of Superv isor & Des ign Assistant Superv isor  posts & pos t w ise
v acancy  details are giv en below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central gov t
those candidates kindly  make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidates kindly  submit y our hard copy  of the online form to giv en address on
or before 28.12.2021. Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited selection w ill be based
on Wri tten Test and test w i ll be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Superv isor recruitment online
applic ation link and GRSE Kolkata Recrui tment notification is av ailable in  official w ebsite.
Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification,
age limit, ex perience and etc. Applications v ia online mode only w ill be accepted. More details
of GRSE latest notification, latest jobs, upcoming GRSE v acancies, merit list, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. w ill be av ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How  to apply GRSE Recruitment Notification 2021
Go to official w ebsite grse.in.
Click “Career”  find the adv ertisement “GRSE Employ ment Notification No. HR/SUP:01/

2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS – ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)” ,
click on the adv ertisement.

Notification w ill open read it and check Eligibility.
Go to ->jobapply.in/grse2021app
Find the link, click on the link.
If y ou are new  user, y ou hav e to make registration otherw ise y ou may  login to y our

account then start to apply.
Finally click submit button and take the print of the application form.
You may  v isit GRSE careers to get more details about GRSE recruitment. Here y ou w ill

get information of Apprentice & Trainee posts like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.dailyrecruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates &
upcoming govt ex ams.

BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

AFFIDAVIT
By this deed I, the undersigned Mambra Abdul Rashid, S/o Mambra

Mohammed (New Name) previously called MB Abdul Rashid, S/o Mohamed
(Old name), doing Teacher (Ret ired) (give profession or vocation) and
resident of WimberlyGunj, under Ferrargunj Tehs il, in the District of South
Andaman (address), solemnly declare:

1.T hat for and on behalf of myself and my remitt er issue wholly
renounced/relinquish and abandon the use of my former name/surname of
MB Abdul Rashid, S/o Mohamed and in place thereof I do hereby assume
from this date the name/surname Mambra Abdul Rashid, S/o Mambra
Mohammed and so that I and remitter issue may  hereafter be called, known
and distinguished not  by my former name/surname, but assumed name/
surname M ambra Abdul Rashid, S/o Mambra M ohammed.

2. That for the purpose of evidencing such my determination declare
that I shall at all times  hereafter in all records, deeds  and writings and in all
p roceedings , dealings and transact ions, p rivate as  well as  upon all
occasions  whatsover use and sign the name of Mambra Abdul Rashid, S/
o Mambra Mohammed as my name/surname in place and in substitution of
my former name/surname.

3. That I expressly authorize and request all persons in general and
relatives and friends in particular, at all times hereafter to designate and
address me, remitter issue by such assumed name/surname of Mambra
Abdul Rashid, S/o Mambra Mohammed accordingly.

. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my former and adopted
name/surname MB Abdul Rashid, S/o M ohamed and Mambra Abdul
Rashid, S/o Mambra Mohammed and affix my s ignature and seal, if any,
this 07th day of December, 2021.

Signed sealed and delivered by the above name
Former Name :MB Abdul Rashid

S/o. M ohamed

ADMISSION
KAMARAJ ENGLISH  MEDIUM SCHOOL
BROOKSHABAD & ABERDEEN BAZAAR

Registration forms for

Nursery, KG-I, KG-II and Class- I
Date of Issuing    : 16.12.2021 To 27.12.2021
Time                      :  9.00 AM to 2.15 PM
Place                     :  Aberdeen Bazaar and

    Brookshabad School

Note : (25% seats are available and
reserved for the weaker
and disadvantaged group as per RTE Act,
2009)
                                                                                       Principal

NOTICE INVITING E- TENDER
The Deputy Director, Biological Park, Chidiyatapu  on

behalf of the President of India invites item rate tender  from
approved and Registered firms/Agencies/Companies/Artists  for
the  under mentioned work on terms and conditions stipulated
here in under:-

Schedule
Last date and time of submission of Bid :
27.12.2021 1100 hrs.
Last date and time of opening of Bid :
27.12.2021 1130 hrs.
The tender form and other details can be obtained from the website
https://eprocurement.andaman.gov.in.

Deputy Director
Biological Park, Chidiyatapu

Sl. 
No. Name of Work 

Estimate Cost Period of 
Completion 

1. Construction of 3D Sculpture Model of 
Blue Whale(Mouth Part) at Biological 
Park, Chidiyatapu 

  ` 1,40,000/- 30 days 

IP/8284/21
2021/MediaRelease/938
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OPEN SECRET

UAE’S PLAN TO PURCHASE F-35 IS DEAD?
TALKS ON $23 BILLION DEAL SUSPENDED

Th e United Arab  Em irates on
Tuesday suspended talks on a $23
billion deal to purchase US-made F-35
p la nes, armed  d ro n es a nd  other
equipm ent, in a ra re dispute b etween
Washin gton and a key US ally in the
Persian Gulf.

Th e Em ira ti em b a ssy in
Washington sa id it wo uld “suspend
discussio ns” with the US, th ou gh
meetin gs at the Pentagon this week
between the two sides on other matters
will m ove forward  as planned . “The
US rem ain s th e UAE's p referred
p rovid er fo r ad va n ced  d efen se
requirements and d iscussions for the
F-35 may be re-opened in the future,”
the embassy said in a statement.

The proposed sale of 50 F-35s to
the UAE came at the end of former
p resid en t Do n a ld  Tru mp 's
administration, emerging from a deal

that saw the Emiratis formally recognise
I sra el.  Presiden t Joe B id en 's
administration put the deal on hold after
he took office, in p art due to criticism
of the UAE and Saudi Arabia over their
years- long war in  Yemen, which has
spa rked  o ne o f th e wo rld's wo rst

hum anitarian crises and contin ues
today.

Also included in  the deal are 18
advanced drone systems and a package
o f a ir-to -air an d  a ir- to-g rou n d
munitions.

Em ira ti o ffic ia ls b la me a n
American insistence on restrictions on
how and where the F-35s could be used
and sa y they are a  violation of the
UAE's sovereignty.

The State Dep artm ent said in a
statement th at th e ad min istra tion
“rema ins comm itted to  the pro posed
sa les. ..  even  a s we co n tin u e
consultations to ensure that we have a
clear, mutual understanding of Emirati
obligations and actions before, during
and a fter delivery”.

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby
told rep orters tha t US  requ irements
on the use of American-made military

equ ipm en t “are u n iversa l, n on -
negotiable  an d no t sp ecific to the
UAE”.

“The US partnersh ip with the
UAE is m ore stra tegic an d mo re
complex than any one weapon sale,”
Kirby sa id.

A person familiar with the matter
said the US believes the Emiratis' move
now is a  nego tiatin g tactic to try  to
move the process alo ng. Th e person,
who  was n ot au thorised to  comm ent
a n d  sp o ke o n  th e co n d itio n  o f
anonymity, said the UAE letter notifying
the US o f the  susp ensio n was written
by a relatively lo w-level official.

The Wa ll S treet Jo u rn al first
d isclo sed  th e su sp en sio n  o f
negotiations.

The UAE has long worked with the
US on counterterrorism and allowed the
entry of people fleeing Afgha nistan
during the chaotic US withdrawal earlier
this yea r. Bu t ten sion s between
Washington and Abu Dhabi have risen
over the UAE's growing cooperation
with China.

Last week, a top Emirati diplomat
a ckn o wledg ed th e UAE sto p ped

co nstructio n o n a  Ch inese
facility at an Abu Dhabi port
tha t th e  US co nsidered a
military base. The Wall Street
Jou rn al first revea led th e
presence of the alleged facility.

“We took these American
concern s into consid eration
and we stopped the work on the
facilities,” the diplomat, Anwar

Gargash, told a meeting of the Arab Gulf
States Institute in Washington. “But our
position remains the same, that these
fa cilities were no t really  m ilitary
facilities.” He described the discussions
between the UAE and the US “as quite
frank”.

Omicron spreading faster than other
variants, don't underestimate it: WHO

T he Wor ld Heal th
Organisation has  w arned that the
Omicron v ariant of COVID-19 w as
spreading faster than any  previous
strains of the v irus.

At a briefing in Genev a on
Tues day, WHO Direc tor-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebrey esus
w as quoted by  CNBC as say ing,
“Sev enty -sev en countries hav e
now  repor ted cases of Omicron.
And the reality  is that Omicron is
probably  in most countries, even if
it hasn’t been detected y et.”

Ghebrey esus said the WHO
w as w orried that countries w ere
cons idering Omicron as a “m ild”
v ariant. “We hav e learned by now
that w e underestimate this v irus at
our  peri l. Ev en if Omic ron does
cause less sev ere disease, the
sheer number of cases could once
again ov erw helm  unprepared
health sy stems ,”  Ghebrey esus
w as quoted as say ing by  CNBC.

The WHO chief reiterated the
organisation' s adv ice to adopt all
possib le measures to prev ent

infection. “ It’s not v accines instead
of masks. It’s not v accines instead
of distancing. It’s  not v accines
instead of v enti lation or hand
hy giene. Do it all. Do it consistently.
Do it w ell,”  Ghebrey esus said.

Dr Mike R y an, ex ecutiv e
di rec tor  of the WHO heal th
emergencies programme, backed
Ghebrey es us , and noted the
mitigation measures w ould reduce
pres s ure on stra ined health
sy stems.

R y an argued,  “ Heal th
systems are weaker now  than they
w ere a y ear ago in reality...
So unfortunate ly ,
sometimes y ou can get up
after the first punch, but it’s
v ery hard to get up after the
second. And that’s  the
difficulty. We’re rely ing on
health w orkers of the health
sy stem  that hav e been
w eak ened by  th is
response.”

UK lifts  Afric a flight
ban

British Health Secretary  Sajid
Jav ed announced the UK w ould
lift its trav el ban on 11 African
nations  from  4am  (BST ) on
Wednesday.

The UK had imposed a ban
on flights from 11 nations soon after
Omicron w as  detected. Angola,
Bots w ana,  Es w atini,  Lesotho,
Malaw i, Moz ambique, Namibia,
Nigeria, South Afr ic a, Zambia
and Z imbabw e w ere p lac ed on
the U K's  R ed Lis t.

Jav ed in formed Parliam ent
“N ow  that there is communi ty

transmiss ion of Omicron in  the
UK and Om icron has spread so
w idely  ac ros s the w or ld,  the
trav el  R ed Lis t is  now  les s
effec tiv e in slow ing the incursion
of Omic ron from abroad,”  the
BBC reported.

The BBC  reported that w ith
the ban being lifted, those people
w ho w ere in managed quarantine
in the UK w ould be a llow ed to
leav e ear ly.

J av ed w ar ned M Ps ,
“Omicron is so transmissible that
ev en if it prov es to be less sev ere

than other v ariants,  there is
stil l lik ely  to be a surge in
hos pital admiss ions i f it goes
unchec ked.”

Jav ed had w arned on
Monday  that the UK Heal th
Secur ity  Agency  (U KHSA)
es tim ated that there are
200, 0 00 new  Om ic ron
infections a day  in the country.
T he c la im  had attrac ted
criticism that the gov ernment
w as scaremongering.

Anurag Thakur inaugurates Khelo India
Women's Hockey League, says competition

exposure important for athletes
NEW DELHI: Union Minister

of Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag
Singh Thakur formally  inaugurated
the fi rst-ev er national-lev el  Khelo
India Women's Hockey  League
(Under 21) at the Major Dhy an
Chand National Stadium  in New
Delhi on Wednesday.

Thakur was joined by  Minister

of State for Youth Affairs and Sports
Nisi th Pram anik and the Indian
Oly mpic Association President
N arendra Batra and other
dignitaries.  The league holds  a
cash prize of Rs 30 lakh for the
w inners - 15 lakh from the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports and 15
lak h from  Hock ey  India.

A tota l o f 14 teams  are
competing in the first phase of the
tournam ent to be held from
December 15 to 21.  As many  as
42 matches w ill be play ed during
the first phas e, w hile the sec ond
and third  phase w ill be held early
nex t y ear.

Congratulating the Spor ts
Authority  of India and Hock ey
India for jointly  organizing the first-
ev er national-lev el  Khelo Ind ia
league,  T hakur  s poke of the
importance of these leagues and
said,  "Al l our athletes train  v ery
hard through the y ear, but it is v ery
im por tant for a thletes  to  als o get
enough competition ex posure if
they  hav e to prepare themselv es
for bigger com petitions  in  the
future. Therefore hav ing leagues
of th is kind, that giv e ath letes

competition ex posure throughout
the y ear, is crucial."

Anurag Thakur said that going
forw ard, leagues for other sports
dis ciplines w i ll also be held.  He
also mentioned that after 2015, this
is the first big program me being
held at the Major Dhy anchand
Stadium and w elc om ed the
play ers  to the iconic  v enue.

Batra, IOA President sa id
that the league w ould do w onders
in terms  of taking hoc key  to
ev ery  par t of India.  "I bel iev e
this is a big initiativ e. The support
from  SAI and the M in is try  of
Youth Affai rs  and Spor ts in  the
las t 5 -6 y ears  hav e been
im m ense and th is  pos i tiv e
atti tude has helped in getting a
v ery  good result for hockey  in
the Oly mpics this  y ear," he said.

Port Blair : A 40 days long
online art fes t SUROOR-E-
MADEENA 2021 was
conducted by Samastha
Andaman Whatsapp Group
from 15 september 2021 to 24
October  2021 on the occasion
of Meelad un Nabi
celebrations. Participants  all
ov er  the is lands  actively
participated in the fes t.
Competitions  lik e song,
speech, quiz, poster
designing, memory tes t,
newspaper  des igning, etc.
were conducted.

The award function of
SUROOR-E-MADEENA will

be conducted on17th
december 2021 from 5:30 pm
to 8:30 pm at Ceepee’s
Daawath Mahal,
Wimberlygunj. All winners
and contes tants who
appeared in the program will
be felicitated.

A l o n g w i t h ,
Commemoration of Marhoom
Ustad Abdurrahman Musliyar
Anamangad, Ex Pres ident
Andaman Range Jam-e-
yyathul mu allimeen And
Khateeb of Akbariya Juma
Masjid, Wimber lygunj.
Honorable Gues ts  from
kerala will be on stage.

Suroor-e-Madeena
ends with an

Award Function


