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...the Largest Circulating Daily of  the Islands

Since 1920s the Oldest Daily...
Maximum Temperature (°C) of Date: 28.4
Minimum Temperature (°C) of Date: 23.4
Relative Humidity (%) at 0830 IST : 092
Relative Humidity (%) at 1730 IST : 083
Sunrise time on 20.02.2022 (in IST): 0539
Sunset time on 20.02.2022 (in IST): 1728
Rainfall upto 0830 hrs of date (last 24 hrs)- in mm: 046.6
Rainfall upto 1730 hrs of date in mm: 002.4
Rainfall (Progressive total from 1st January 22 upto 0830 hrs
(of date) in mm: 172.2 mm

Light to moderate rainfall very likely over Port
Blair. Maximum and Minimum temperature will
be around 29°C  and 23°C  respectively on
Sunday  20/02/2022.

New Delhi, Feb. 19
         Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi
has said that use of
drones will prove to
be a game changer in
many sectors, and
termed Kisan drone a
new age revolution.
The Prime Minister
flagged off 100 kisan
drones in different
cities and towns
y e s t e r d a y .
Addressing the
farmers virtually at
Manesar, Shri Modi
said, this special drive
is aimed at helping
farmers by giving
their produce easy
access to the markets.
He said, this will also
increase the income of
farmers. He said, this
is a new chapter in the

PM flags off 100 kisan drones
Use of drones will prove to be

game changer in many sectors: PM

direction of modern
agricultural facilities
of the 21st century. He
expressed confidence
that this will not only
open the sky to
u n l i m i t e d
possibilities, but will
also prove to be a
milestone in the
development of drone
sector.
       Highlighting the
importance of drones
in various fields, the

Prime Minister said,
priority has been
given to technology
in several policy
decisions in this
year’s budget. He
said, at present,
drones are being used
in many different
areas including
mapping of land,
supply of medicines
and vaccines, and
spraying of pesticides.
   Talking about the

New Delhi, Feb. 19
(PIB)
     The Ministry of
Power recently
issued the revised
c o n s o l i d a t e d
Guidelines and
Standards for EV
c h a r g i n g
infrastructure on
January 14, 2022. The
Government of India
has undertaken

multiple initiatives
to promote the
manufacturing and
adoption of electric
vehicles in the
country. With the
c o n s i d e r a b l e
expansion in the
public EV charging
infrastructure, the
electric vehicles have
started penetrating
the Indian market.

Many private
organisations have
also come forward to
install EV charging
stations to develop
convenient charging
network grid to gain
c o n s u m e r s '
confidence.
     In this direction,
the Oil  Marketing
Companies have

Govt. of India to expand Public Electric Vehicle
Charging Infrastructure across the nation
22,000 EV charging stations to be set up by Oil

Marketing Companies across the country

opportunities in the
drone sector, PM said,
several reforms have
taken place in the
country to give
opportunities to youth
and strengthen the
private sector. He said,
several companies
and startups are
growing fast to create
new drone ecosystem
in the country to tap
the immense
possibilities.

  He said, this
ecosystem will
generate new
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities in the
drone sector. He said,
Garuda Aerospace has
set a target of
manufacturing two
lakh drones in the
next two years and
this will provide
ample employment to
youth. (Source:
india.gov.in)

Staff Reporter
Port Blair, Feb.19
    The Pradhan
Mantri  Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan
(PMSMA) has been
launched by the
Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare
( M o H F W ) ,
Government of India
aimed at providing
a s s u r e d ,
comprehensive and
quality antenatal
care, free of cost,
universally to all
pregnant women on
the 9th of every month.
   The PMSMA
launched in the year
2016 guarantees a
minimum package of
antenatal care services
to women in their 2nd

/ 3rd trimesters of
pregnancy at

Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan-
Providing Comprehensive Antenatal Care

Essential maternal health services are
provided on 9th of every month at identified

Public Health Facilities in A&N Islands

d e s i g n a t e d
government health
facilities and it
envisages to improve
the quality and
coverage of Antenatal
Care (ANC) including
diagnostics and
counselling services
as part of the
R e p r o d u c t i v e
Maternal Neonatal

Child and
Adolescent Health
( R M N C H + A )
Strategy.
    As per the data
provided by
Directorate of Health
Services, the
PMSMA has been
implemented in
A&N Islands on 9th

September, 2016. On

9th day of every
month all essential
maternal health
services are provided
at identified public
health facilities
i n c l u d i n g
examination by
Medical Officers.
Under this scheme, a
total number of 2356
pregnant women

were examined
during April 2021 to
December 2021 and
111 pregnant women
with high risk were
referred to G.B Pant
Hospital during the
same period.
    PMSMA helps in
providing quality
ANC including
complete set of
investigations like
such as HB, Urine
Albumin, VDRL,
OGTT including
ultrasound for each
pregnant woman.
These facilitates  timely
detection, referral,
treatment and follow-
up of high risk
pregnancies and ensure
that all pregnant
women complete their
scheduled Antenatal
Care visit.

Port Blair, Feb. 19
    All the political
parties and general
public have
been informed that
the randomization of
EVMs to allocate it
Polling Station
wise for the
Municipal area
during the Panchayat
& Municipal
Elections, 2022 was
carried out today in
the Conference Hall of
Dy. Commissioner,
South Andaman in
the presence of

Director, Panchayat &
Municipal Elections,
Nodal Officer (EVM)
and the
representatives from
the political
parties.    Thereafter,
the representatives

were briefed about
procedures and
statistics as on date
related to EVMs, a
press release from
Director of Panchayat
& Municipal
Elections said.

Panchayat & Municipal Elections
Randomization of EVMs to allocate it Polling
Station wise for Municipal area carried out

Staff Reporter
Port Blair, Feb. 19
    Government of
India is celebrating a
year-long programme
'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav' to pay
homage and
showcase India's
achievements in 75
years of
Independence. As

part  of this ,  the
Office of the
Principal Scientific
Advisor (PSA) and
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India
in association with
Vigyan Prasar,
Department of
Science &
T e c h n o l o g y ,
Government of India

is  planning 22-28,
February,2022 as the
glorious week called
Vigyan Sarvatra
Pujyate (in Sanskrit,
which means Science
and Technology is
revered all over).
     The Science Week
Festival will be
conducted at  75

'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
Science Week Festival to be

organized by ZSI from Feb. 22

Port Blair, Feb. 19
     The commuters/
general public have been
informed that due to
prevailing inclement
weather conditions,
keeping in view the
safety of the passengers
and the vessel, the
announced sailing
programme may get
disrupted leading to
suspension or
cancellation of the vessels
in the Foreshore Sector.
Therefore, the passengers
and tourists have been

advised to plan their
journey suitably to avoid
any inconvenience.
   Similarly, in the
prevailing weather
conditions, operation of
Harbour/Vehicle ferry
services between
Chatham, Bambooflat,
Phoenix Bay, Dundas
Point & Panighat may
also get disrupted/
suspended in short notice
depending upon the
weather condition,  a
press release from DSS
said.

Advisory to general public and
tourist in view of inclement weather

Port Blair, Feb. 19
     During the RT-
PCR test conducted
on 282 passengers
who arrived here by
flight yesterday, no
positive case has been
detected. Today, 13
flights with 2105
passengers arrived,
out of which, 1793
passengers were
vaccinated with both
doses while RT-PCR
test was conducted on

302 passengers (8
foreign travellers)
and the reports are
awaited.
     During RAT
conducted on 35
passengers bound for
North & Middle
Andaman at
Ferrargunj, one
positive case has been
detected. At
Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, test was
conducted on 37

passengers and no
positive case has been
detected.  At Phoenix
Bay Jetty, 43
passengers were
tested with RAT and
no positive case has
been detected.  At
Helipad, 2 passengers
were tested with
RAT, no positive case
has been detected, a
press release from
Directorate of IP&T
said.

COVID-19 status in A&N Islands
No positive case detected during RT-PCR test

conducted on incoming flight passengers
Port Blair, Feb. 19
    The 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' is
being celebrated all
over the country. As
part  of the
celebration, the
Science Centre, Port
Blair proposes to
organize various
activities for the
school students and
orphanage children.
Further, Science

National Science Day observance by Science Centre
Various Competitions on the theme 'Integrated

Approach in Science & Technology for Sustainable
Future' to be organized for school students

Week will be
observed from 22nd

February, 2022 which
will be followed by
National Science Day
on 28th February. The
theme for this year's
celebration is
'Integrated Approach
in Science &
Technology for
Sustainable Future'.
     To celebrate this
occasion in a

befitting manner, the
Science Centre Port
Blair will  be
organizing various
competitions for the
school students viz.
Making of Science
Models (based on the
scientific theory) for
Class IX to XII,
Innovative Models
(models to be made
from waste materials

Port Blair, Feb. 19
        The vaccination
drive is continuing
smoothly in A&N
Islands. As per data
available, a total of
6,06,824 doses of
vaccines have been

administered to
beneficiaries in the
age group of 18 and
above so far.
Similarly, 23,150
beneficiaries have
been vaccinated in
the age group of 15 to

18. The number of
b e n e f i c i a r i e s
a d m i n i s t e r e d
precautionary dose of
vaccine so far stood
at 8331.
    A total  of 300

Vaccination- shield against the virus
6,06,824 doses of vaccines administered

to beneficiaries in the age group of 18 and
above so far in Isles
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New Delhi, Feb. 19
    Commerce and Industry
Minister, Shri Piyush Goyal today
said that the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between India and UAE
will create a minimum 10 lakh jobs
for youth of the country.
Addressing a press conference in
Mumbai, Shri Goyal said, the
agreement will help in making the
country self-reliant, and will also
provide job opportunities to the
youth of India in a big way. He
said,  UAE has a very high
dependence on skilled manpower
from outside, adding that India is
thinking of going for mutual
recognition of professional bodies

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
will open up new opportunities to India in field of

Infrastructure, Aviation, Finance and Ports: Minister
such as chartered accountants.
Similarly, for different professions,
similar agreements between
educational institutions too would
be looked at, he said.
      He said, through this
agreement both the countries will
do trade worth 7.5 lakh crore
rupees for a period of next five
years, adding that both the
counties are also looking at
aligning in the education sector.
     The Minister said, 90 per
cent products exported from
India will have zero duty in
UAE. Some of the products
which were listed out are textile
which includes readymade
garments,  pharmaceutical

products, agriculture products,
food processing products,
footwear, leather, sports and
engineering goods, gems and
jewellery and all those products
which come from labour
oriented sector.
    Shri  Goyal also said that
there is a pool of talent in fintech,
greentech,  authomation and
artificial intelligence in India and
as a  reason the economic
partnership agreement will
prove to be more beneficial.
    He informed that medicines
which have been approved in
developed countries like the
USA, Canada, Australia and
UK will be allowed to sell in

UAE in 90 days after submitting
the application. This, he said, will
also provide new opportunity to
the India 's  pharmaceutical
industry.
    With regards to the steel sector,
he said that unless the steel is not
melted in the UAE, it won't be
called as the country of origin. He
said, the certification of the
country of origin will be given by
the UAE Government. He further
said that India is right on its track
to achieve the target of 400 million
dollars, as he said that till 14th of
this month country's exports have
reached 350 million dollars, by
eclipsing all the previous records.
(Source: india.gov.in)

New  Delhi, Feb. 19 (PIB)
       As part of the ongoing 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight, the India Pavilion at
EXPO-2020 hosted a seminar -
'India: Millets production and
upscaling value chain' on Friday.
Senior government officials and
sector experts deliberated on
opportunities for Indian industry
players producing and processing
millets, to enhance the export
potential of the country during the
session.
    Speaking at the session, Dr.
Abhilaksh Likhi, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare said, "We
urge the startups and Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs)
to not only help in upscaling
millets' value chain, connecting to
domestic and international
markets but also to creating an
inclusive framework where we
take producing communities
along."
    The UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution sponsored by
India and supported by over 70
nations declaring 2023 as the
'International Year of Millets',
aimed at raising awareness about
the health benefits of the grain
and its suitability for cultivation
under changing climatic
conditions.
   Ms. Shubha Thakur, Joint
Secretary (Crops & Oil Seeds),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare shared,
"Keeping in view the International
Year of Millets, we are trying to
build momentum for the millets

FPOs to Play Key Role in Making India Millet Hub of the World
Seminar at India Pavilion in Expo-2020

Dubai showcases India's export potential of
Millets and ways to upscale the value chain

campaign by highlighting its
nutritional benefits and value
chain." Underlining the nutritional
security aspect of millets, Dr. B
Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub,
said, "Millets have health benefits
and can reduce obesity and
malnutrition. It is well marked on
vitamins, minerals and
phytochemicals and it also helps
beat hypertension, colon cancer
and cardiovascular diseases as it
reduces triglycerides present in
the body." He added, "Now with
the onset of the International Year
of millets, India is ready to lead the
world by sharing best practices,
technologies, the goodness of millets
and established values and
experience with other countries."
   Shri Kuntal Sensarma, Economic
Advisor, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries (MoFPI),
talked about the policy incentives in
this sector and said, "Two of our
suggestions to the Union Ministry
of Finance for this year's budget
have been accepted to strengthen
the sector and create necessary

policy environment. One was in the
context of the International Year
of Millets for 2023 based on major
programmatic interventions and
the other one on the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
and formalization of micro-
enterprises."
   Deliberating on upscaling the
value chain of millets, Dr. C
Anandharamkrishnan, Director,
NIFTEM shared, "There is a need
to formalize the unorganized food
processing system by providing
the FPOs, SHGs and co-
operatives with technical support,
credit linkages and ensuring
adequate storage capacity to avoid
food wastage."
   Multiple startups and FPOs are
participating in the 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight and displaying their
innovative agri tech solutions and,
sustainable and healthy millets-
based products. The 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight will conclude on
March, 2nd.

Gold price falls Rs 465 to trade Rs.
49,930; Silver also slips to Rs 63,550

New Delhi, Feb. 19
  Gold prices today lost 465 rupees
at Multi Commodity Exchange for
April contracts. The precious
metal was trading at 49,930
rupees per 10 grams. Silver prices
fell 310 rupees to 63,550 rupees
per kilogram for March Contracts

when reports last came in. In the
New York Mercantile Exchange,
gold was down to trade at 1,893
US dollars and 10 cents per
ounce. Silver prices were also up
to trade at 23 dollars and 90 cents
per ounce in intra-day trade.
(Source: india.gov.in)

Mumbai, Feb. 19
     India won the right to host
the 2023 IOC session in Mumbai
during the 139th IOC session
that was held in Beijing, China,
on the sidelines of the Winter
Olympics.  This will be the
second time India hosts an IOC
session, having done so in 1983
in New Delhi.   India won the
bid unopposed. Olympic gold
medallist, Shri Abhinav Bindra,
IOC Member, Miss Nita Ambani,
IOA President Shri Narinder
Batra and Sports Minister, Shri
Anurag Thakur presented India's
proposal for the hosting rights at
this year's IOC Session today.
India  won the bid after 75

India wins bid to host 2023 International
Olympic Committee session in Mumbai

members voted in favour of
Mumbai while one voted against
it. The general meeting of the
Members of the   International
Olympic Committee is held at
least once every year. Important

decisions regarding host cities for
upcoming events, inclusion or
exclusion of sports and
federations and changes in the
Olympic Charter are made at the
IOC Sessions.

New Delhi, Feb. 19
    The Semicon India Programme
which has been approved with an
outlay of 76 thousand crore rupees
has elicited good response from the
industry. In order to widen and
deepen electronic manufacturing
and ensure development of a robust
and sustainable Semiconductor and
Display ecosystem in the country,
the Union Cabinet had approved the
Programme in December last year.
    Ministry of Electronics and IT
said, India Semiconductor Mission,
ISM which has been set up as a
dedicated institution for Semicon
India Programme, has received 5
applications for Semiconductor
and Display Fabs.
   It entails a total investment to
the tune of over one lakh 53
thousand crore rupees. Three
companies have submitted
proposals for semiconductor fabs
and two companies for display

India gets proposals worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore
for semiconductor, display fabs: MeitY

coordinate with the applicant
companies who have also reached
out to states to provide access to
world class infrastructure.
   It will work closely with the
state governments to establish
high-tech clusters with 300 to 500
acres of developed land, 100 Kilo
Volt Ampere Power, 50 Million
Litre Per Day Water, availability
of natural gases and common

facility centres for testing and
certification. The first round of
applications was invited till 15th
of this month for establishment of
Semiconductor and Display Fabs.
Semicon India Programme is
building on the successes of
Digital India Programme and
Make in India Programme in
electronics manufacturing sector.
(Source: india.gov.in)

New Delhi, Feb. 19
    The Sports Authority of India
under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports has extended
offers of employment to 398
coaches at various levels in 21
disciplines. Many among them are
former international athletes and
Arjuna awardees who have
competed or won medals in elite
competitions such as the World
Championships and Olympics. Of
the total 398, 101 coaches are
joining on deputation from PSUs
and other government bodies.
   The recruitment comes in the
wake of the effort of the Sports
Ministry to provide 360 degree
support to athletes as they
prepare for important national and
international competitions,
including Olympic 2024 and 2028.
   Sports Minister, Shri Anurag
Thakur expressed happiness that
a number of  former athletes who
have competed at the highest

SAI extends employment offer to 398 coaches,
to prepare for Olympic 2024 and 2028

international level of competition
and won medals have applied for
these posts and have been
selected. He said, their inclusion
in the system will mean that
besides training athletes in the
sport itself, they will be able to train
them for mental toughness which
is the key to success when
competing at the world stage.
   The new batch of coaches and
assistant coaches has a host of
eminent names, including Padma
Shri and Arjuna Awardee Bajrang
Lal Thakar who is a gold medallist
at the Asian Games and joins as a
Rowing coach, Shilpi Sheoran who
has won the gold in the
Commonwealth championship in
2011 and joins as an assistant
coach in Wrestling, Olympian
Jincy Phillip who joins as an
Athletics coach, Pranamika Borah
multiple medallist in leading
international championships who
joins as a Boxing coach.

   There are 4 Arjuna Awardees,
1 Dhyan Chand Awardee and 1
Dhronacharya Awardee among
those who have been selected for
the positions.
  Besides ex-international
athletes, those who have
completed their Diploma in Sports
Coaching from NSNIS Patiala or
a recognized Indian or foreign
University have also been
inducted. Several SAI coaches
who were previously on contract,
but whose contracts had ended,
have been recruited back in
service, as per their eligibility.

fabs. Vedanta in Joint
Venture with Foxconn,
IGSS ventures PTE,
Singapore and ISMC have
submitted applications for
Semiconductor Fabs.
Vedanta and Elest have
submitted applications for
Display Fabs. The applicant
companies under the
Semiconductor and Display
Fab Schemes have been
issued acknowledgment by
this Mission. ISM will

New Delhi, Feb. 19
     Government has approved the
continuation of the Capacity
Development (CD) Scheme till
31st of March, 2026. Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation in a statement
said that the outlay approved for
the continuation of the Scheme
during 15th  Finance Commission
cycle is 3 thousand 179 crore

Govt. approves continuation of Capacity
Development Scheme till March 2026

rupees. The Capacity
Development Scheme is an
Ongoing Central Sector Scheme
of the Ministry with an overall
objective to augment
infrastructural, technical as well
as manpower resources for
enabling availability of credible
and timely official statistics.The
Scheme encompasses all
statistical and data management

activities of the Ministry and plays
a crucial role in generation and
maintenance of official statistical
system of the country.
   The large-scale sample surveys
undertaken by the Ministry cover
important aspects of the
  economy and provide data inputs
for policy framing of the
Government. (Source:
india.gov.in)
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New Delhi, Feb. 19
    Commerce and Industry
Minister, Shri Piyush Goyal today
said that the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between India and UAE
will create a minimum 10 lakh jobs
for youth of the country.
Addressing a press conference in
Mumbai, Shri Goyal said, the
agreement will help in making the
country self-reliant, and will also
provide job opportunities to the
youth of India in a big way. He
said,  UAE has a very high
dependence on skilled manpower
from outside, adding that India is
thinking of going for mutual
recognition of professional bodies

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
will open up new opportunities to India in field of

Infrastructure, Aviation, Finance and Ports: Minister
such as chartered accountants.
Similarly, for different professions,
similar agreements between
educational institutions too would
be looked at, he said.
      He said, through this
agreement both the countries will
do trade worth 7.5 lakh crore
rupees for a period of next five
years, adding that both the
counties are also looking at
aligning in the education sector.
     The Minister said, 90 per
cent products exported from
India will have zero duty in
UAE. Some of the products
which were listed out are textile
which includes readymade
garments,  pharmaceutical

products, agriculture products,
food processing products,
footwear, leather, sports and
engineering goods, gems and
jewellery and all those products
which come from labour
oriented sector.
    Shri  Goyal also said that
there is a pool of talent in fintech,
greentech,  authomation and
artificial intelligence in India and
as a  reason the economic
partnership agreement will
prove to be more beneficial.
    He informed that medicines
which have been approved in
developed countries like the
USA, Canada, Australia and
UK will be allowed to sell in

UAE in 90 days after submitting
the application. This, he said, will
also provide new opportunity to
the India 's  pharmaceutical
industry.
    With regards to the steel sector,
he said that unless the steel is not
melted in the UAE, it won't be
called as the country of origin. He
said, the certification of the
country of origin will be given by
the UAE Government. He further
said that India is right on its track
to achieve the target of 400 million
dollars, as he said that till 14th of
this month country's exports have
reached 350 million dollars, by
eclipsing all the previous records.
(Source: india.gov.in)

New  Delhi, Feb. 19 (PIB)
       As part of the ongoing 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight, the India Pavilion at
EXPO-2020 hosted a seminar -
'India: Millets production and
upscaling value chain' on Friday.
Senior government officials and
sector experts deliberated on
opportunities for Indian industry
players producing and processing
millets, to enhance the export
potential of the country during the
session.
    Speaking at the session, Dr.
Abhilaksh Likhi, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare said, "We
urge the startups and Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs)
to not only help in upscaling
millets' value chain, connecting to
domestic and international
markets but also to creating an
inclusive framework where we
take producing communities
along."
    The UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution sponsored by
India and supported by over 70
nations declaring 2023 as the
'International Year of Millets',
aimed at raising awareness about
the health benefits of the grain
and its suitability for cultivation
under changing climatic
conditions.
   Ms. Shubha Thakur, Joint
Secretary (Crops & Oil Seeds),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare shared,
"Keeping in view the International
Year of Millets, we are trying to
build momentum for the millets

FPOs to Play Key Role in Making India Millet Hub of the World
Seminar at India Pavilion in Expo-2020

Dubai showcases India's export potential of
Millets and ways to upscale the value chain

campaign by highlighting its
nutritional benefits and value
chain." Underlining the nutritional
security aspect of millets, Dr. B
Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub,
said, "Millets have health benefits
and can reduce obesity and
malnutrition. It is well marked on
vitamins, minerals and
phytochemicals and it also helps
beat hypertension, colon cancer
and cardiovascular diseases as it
reduces triglycerides present in
the body." He added, "Now with
the onset of the International Year
of millets, India is ready to lead the
world by sharing best practices,
technologies, the goodness of millets
and established values and
experience with other countries."
   Shri Kuntal Sensarma, Economic
Advisor, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries (MoFPI),
talked about the policy incentives in
this sector and said, "Two of our
suggestions to the Union Ministry
of Finance for this year's budget
have been accepted to strengthen
the sector and create necessary

policy environment. One was in the
context of the International Year
of Millets for 2023 based on major
programmatic interventions and
the other one on the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
and formalization of micro-
enterprises."
   Deliberating on upscaling the
value chain of millets, Dr. C
Anandharamkrishnan, Director,
NIFTEM shared, "There is a need
to formalize the unorganized food
processing system by providing
the FPOs, SHGs and co-
operatives with technical support,
credit linkages and ensuring
adequate storage capacity to avoid
food wastage."
   Multiple startups and FPOs are
participating in the 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight and displaying their
innovative agri tech solutions and,
sustainable and healthy millets-
based products. The 'Food,
Agriculture and Livelihood'
fortnight will conclude on
March, 2nd.

Gold price falls Rs 465 to trade Rs.
49,930; Silver also slips to Rs 63,550

New Delhi, Feb. 19
  Gold prices today lost 465 rupees
at Multi Commodity Exchange for
April contracts. The precious
metal was trading at 49,930
rupees per 10 grams. Silver prices
fell 310 rupees to 63,550 rupees
per kilogram for March Contracts

when reports last came in. In the
New York Mercantile Exchange,
gold was down to trade at 1,893
US dollars and 10 cents per
ounce. Silver prices were also up
to trade at 23 dollars and 90 cents
per ounce in intra-day trade.
(Source: india.gov.in)

Mumbai, Feb. 19
     India won the right to host
the 2023 IOC session in Mumbai
during the 139th IOC session
that was held in Beijing, China,
on the sidelines of the Winter
Olympics.  This will be the
second time India hosts an IOC
session, having done so in 1983
in New Delhi.   India won the
bid unopposed. Olympic gold
medallist, Shri Abhinav Bindra,
IOC Member, Miss Nita Ambani,
IOA President Shri Narinder
Batra and Sports Minister, Shri
Anurag Thakur presented India's
proposal for the hosting rights at
this year's IOC Session today.
India  won the bid after 75

India wins bid to host 2023 International
Olympic Committee session in Mumbai

members voted in favour of
Mumbai while one voted against
it. The general meeting of the
Members of the   International
Olympic Committee is held at
least once every year. Important

decisions regarding host cities for
upcoming events, inclusion or
exclusion of sports and
federations and changes in the
Olympic Charter are made at the
IOC Sessions.

New Delhi, Feb. 19
    The Semicon India Programme
which has been approved with an
outlay of 76 thousand crore rupees
has elicited good response from the
industry. In order to widen and
deepen electronic manufacturing
and ensure development of a robust
and sustainable Semiconductor and
Display ecosystem in the country,
the Union Cabinet had approved the
Programme in December last year.
    Ministry of Electronics and IT
said, India Semiconductor Mission,
ISM which has been set up as a
dedicated institution for Semicon
India Programme, has received 5
applications for Semiconductor
and Display Fabs.
   It entails a total investment to
the tune of over one lakh 53
thousand crore rupees. Three
companies have submitted
proposals for semiconductor fabs
and two companies for display

India gets proposals worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore
for semiconductor, display fabs: MeitY

coordinate with the applicant
companies who have also reached
out to states to provide access to
world class infrastructure.
   It will work closely with the
state governments to establish
high-tech clusters with 300 to 500
acres of developed land, 100 Kilo
Volt Ampere Power, 50 Million
Litre Per Day Water, availability
of natural gases and common

facility centres for testing and
certification. The first round of
applications was invited till 15th
of this month for establishment of
Semiconductor and Display Fabs.
Semicon India Programme is
building on the successes of
Digital India Programme and
Make in India Programme in
electronics manufacturing sector.
(Source: india.gov.in)

New Delhi, Feb. 19
    The Sports Authority of India
under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports has extended
offers of employment to 398
coaches at various levels in 21
disciplines. Many among them are
former international athletes and
Arjuna awardees who have
competed or won medals in elite
competitions such as the World
Championships and Olympics. Of
the total 398, 101 coaches are
joining on deputation from PSUs
and other government bodies.
   The recruitment comes in the
wake of the effort of the Sports
Ministry to provide 360 degree
support to athletes as they
prepare for important national and
international competitions,
including Olympic 2024 and 2028.
   Sports Minister, Shri Anurag
Thakur expressed happiness that
a number of  former athletes who
have competed at the highest

SAI extends employment offer to 398 coaches,
to prepare for Olympic 2024 and 2028

international level of competition
and won medals have applied for
these posts and have been
selected. He said, their inclusion
in the system will mean that
besides training athletes in the
sport itself, they will be able to train
them for mental toughness which
is the key to success when
competing at the world stage.
   The new batch of coaches and
assistant coaches has a host of
eminent names, including Padma
Shri and Arjuna Awardee Bajrang
Lal Thakar who is a gold medallist
at the Asian Games and joins as a
Rowing coach, Shilpi Sheoran who
has won the gold in the
Commonwealth championship in
2011 and joins as an assistant
coach in Wrestling, Olympian
Jincy Phillip who joins as an
Athletics coach, Pranamika Borah
multiple medallist in leading
international championships who
joins as a Boxing coach.

   There are 4 Arjuna Awardees,
1 Dhyan Chand Awardee and 1
Dhronacharya Awardee among
those who have been selected for
the positions.
  Besides ex-international
athletes, those who have
completed their Diploma in Sports
Coaching from NSNIS Patiala or
a recognized Indian or foreign
University have also been
inducted. Several SAI coaches
who were previously on contract,
but whose contracts had ended,
have been recruited back in
service, as per their eligibility.

fabs. Vedanta in Joint
Venture with Foxconn,
IGSS ventures PTE,
Singapore and ISMC have
submitted applications for
Semiconductor Fabs.
Vedanta and Elest have
submitted applications for
Display Fabs. The applicant
companies under the
Semiconductor and Display
Fab Schemes have been
issued acknowledgment by
this Mission. ISM will

New Delhi, Feb. 19
     Government has approved the
continuation of the Capacity
Development (CD) Scheme till
31st of March, 2026. Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation in a statement
said that the outlay approved for
the continuation of the Scheme
during 15th  Finance Commission
cycle is 3 thousand 179 crore

Govt. approves continuation of Capacity
Development Scheme till March 2026

rupees. The Capacity
Development Scheme is an
Ongoing Central Sector Scheme
of the Ministry with an overall
objective to augment
infrastructural, technical as well
as manpower resources for
enabling availability of credible
and timely official statistics.The
Scheme encompasses all
statistical and data management

activities of the Ministry and plays
a crucial role in generation and
maintenance of official statistical
system of the country.
   The large-scale sample surveys
undertaken by the Ministry cover
important aspects of the
  economy and provide data inputs
for policy framing of the
Government. (Source:
india.gov.in)
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COVID-19: Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.

DISCLAIMER 
    Readers are requested to verify 
and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the 
veracity of an advertisement before 
responding to any advertisement 
published in this newspaper. 
    The publisher of this newspaper, 
does not vouch for the authenticity 
of any advertisement or advertiser 
or for any of the advertisers 
products and services. 
    The Owner, Publisher, Printer, 
Employees of this newspaper shall 
not be held responsible/liable in any 
manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages/consequences for 
advertisements in this newspaper. 

 

7th Happy Birthday 
On 20.02.2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REYANSH SUTAR
"Many Many Happy

Returns of the day my
Shinshine"

R/o Swaraj Dweep
Best wishes from:
Nityananda Sutar (Papa),
Sadhana Sutar (Mummy),
Mashi, Mama and
Shangrilas Staff

In Treasured Memory of 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fondly remembered by: Smti. Suman Rani Laxmi (Wife), Saurabh Ram (Son), 
Shivangi (Daughter), Vivek Vinod (Son-in-law) and all family members 
 

SHANTA RAM 
5th Death Anniversary 

On 20.02.2022 
“Selfless soul always loving and kind. 
Such are memories you left behind. 
You fell asleep without goodbye, but 

memories of you will never die.” 

1st Death 
Anniversary 

On 20.02.2022 
In loving memory of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late K. ALAGESHWARI 
W/o Late P. Kali Muthu  

(Ex. AFG), R/o Atlanta Point 
“Your memories will always be in our 

heart forever.” 
Inserted by: Shri P.K. Chandra 
Mohan (Son), Master C. Kathi Keyan 
(Grandson) and Smti. P. Thenmoli 
(Daughter-in-law) 

2nd Death 
Anniversary 

On 20th February, 2022 
of 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late Sahay Lakra 
R/o Kaushalya Nagar (Rangat) 

Inserted by: Smti. Doulan Tirkey 
(Wife), Sons, Daughters and all family 
members 
 

CONDOLENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smti. SUSANA 
(60 Yrs.) (Rtd.), Lady Health Visitor, W/o 
Late Alexander, passed away on 19th 
February, 2022 at Primary Health Centre, 
Nancowrie. She served the Directorate of 
Health Services for 30 years. The Captain 
and Executive Committee Member, 
Kinmai Village, Car Nicobar express their 
deep condolence about her sudden demise 
and pray to Almighty to give strength to the 
bereaved family members. May her soul 
rest in peace. 

 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PANCHAYAT & MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

(DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, SOUTH ANDAMAN) 
Port Blair, the dated 18th February, 2022 

PRESS NOTE 
       It is brought to the notice of all concerned that the Election 
Commission (UTs) has extended the date of receipt of the Form – 27 for 
Postal Ballot Papers in respect of all the categories who have been 
allowed to cast their vote by Postal Ballot vide Notification dated 
03.02.2022, upto 25th February, 2022. 

                                                        Sd/- 
                                                                      Officer-in-Charge (Election) 

For Director, Panchayat & Municipal Elections 

 HOME SERVICE 
For LED, LCD & CRT TV 

Contact: 9734484660 / 
8900907801 / 7063994757,  

H. H. Electronics, Bhatu Basti 
SITUATION VACANT 

Urgently required: 
1. Computer Hardware and 
Networking Engineer – 03 
2. CCTV Technician – 02  
The candidates should have a good 
work experience. 
Contact: 7063986678 / 9531834101 

Timing: (9am to 5pm) 
 

VACANCY 
1. Receptionist: 02 Nos. 
2. Field Executive : 01 No. 
3. Store Keeper : 01 No.  
4. Housekeeping Staff : 04 
Nos. 
5. Room /Bell Boy : 04 Nos. 
6. Dish Washer (male) 
: 01 No. 
{{{{ 

Candidate having 1-2 Yrs. Exp. 
may submit Resume or by mail 

theluxorandaman@gmail.com 

HOTEL THE LUXOR 
Haddo, Port Blair 
Tel.: 9679502774 

 

PLOT FOR SALE 
Plot for Sale near Dhanikhari Jn. All 
Plots are House Site, converted each 
Plots are 200 Sq. mtrs. You can take 
purchases loan for this land. 

Mob. 9933213402 / 9679533575 / 
9531931623 / 9933246980 

 

LAND FOR SALE 
House Site Land 250 Sq. mtrs.  
at Beodnabad near Hotel Park &  
200 Sq. mtrs. at Saithankhari, Ferrargunj 
(Tehsil) near Thiruvalluvar Public School.  

Interested parties please Contact 
Cell: 9474224955 / 9933240595 

LAND FOR URGENT SALE 
Vill.Brijgunj, Area 340 Sq. mtrs.  

Single Patta, House Site, Main Road. 
Contact: 9495934430, 9679525293 

 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
01 BHK Rent Room available at 
Garacharma, Purana Basti, near 
Radhasamy Satsang.  

Contact: 9933267054 

TO LET 
One No. 1 BHK Room G/Floor, 2 Nos. 2 
BHK Room First Floor (Furnished) at 
Citizen Colony.  
Contact No. 9434293747 / 7695029403 
 

TO LET 
02 Single Bedroom Flat is available 

for rent at Garacharma. 
Contact: 9679504311, 9474230630 

 TO LET 
1 BHK Room rent fully tiled, 24 hrs. 
water supply near School Line, Ranchi 
Basti, Catholic Church. Contact No. 
9933243144, 9933276417 

TO LET 
One Single Room vacant for single 
person, Working Lady or Gents at 
Friends Colony, Minnie Bay. Rent Rs. 
6000/-. Contact No. 91 6296782059 
 

TO LET 
A 2 BHK Flat in first floor near Ford 
Workshop, Bhatubasti @ Rs. 13000/- 
PM. Contact: 9474211222 / 
9474276494 / 9434283238 

TO LET 
03 House – Single BHK near to Govt. 
Primary School, Water Tank Road, 
Garacharma. Contact: 9434292170 / 
9434274710 

TO LET 
1 BHK Independent House with car 
parking at Austinabad (Harbour Eng. 
Colony). Interested person please 
Contact: 9789952732 / 9884952732 

TO LET 
Warehouse or land on rent / lease  
basis at Prothrapur, Opp. Air Force 
Station, Port Blair.  

Contact: 9933288022 / 9531902003 

PLOT FOR SALE 
Plot measuring 200 Sq.mtrs. for sale at 
Mithakhari on main road. 
Contact: 9933254076 / 9933269853 

 

PLOT FOR SALE 
At Calicut Village 

Each Plot 200 Sq. Mtrs. and all Plots are in 
Residential Zone. 

Contact: Lokenath Real Estate (P) Ltd. 
Goalghar (Near ANIIDCO’s Petrol Pump), Port Blair 

Contact Ph. No. 8348593925 / 234442 / 9734480888 

FOR SALE 
The following items is on sale & very rare 
used Furniture & Scooter at very 
reasonable price: 
1. Single Cot & Bed 
2. Double & Bed 
3. Fridge 
4. Air Conditioner 
5. Office Wooden Table 
6. Plastic Chair 
7. Sofa 3+2 
8. TV  
9. Dining Table  
10. Washing Machine 
11. Steel Almirah 
12. Honda Activa DLX 110 CC 
Interested may contact IMFC Building, 1st 
floor, Teylorabad Road, Garacharma, Port 
Blair- 744105 
(Contact No. 7871515385) or email at 
accountantandaman@mmexports.com, 
accounts@mminfra.co.in  
 

URGENT REQUIREMENT 
Busy Bess Logistics 

Leading Courier Industry 
Wanted Full Time / Part Time Delivery Staff 

Delivering online packages 
NEED OFFICE STAFF 

Salary reasonable / Best in Market 
Please Contact: 9840022286 / 

9434260067 / 9679520304 
Address: Shop No. 53, Block IV, M G 

Market, South Andaman 

KARTHICK COMPUTERS 
Home Service 

 Computer Maintenance Laptop Services 
 LED, LCD TV Repair (Service in Shop) 
 CCTV Camera Install 
 Internet Solution  

Contact: 9933284010 

PLOTS FOR SALE 
Single Patta 200 Sq. mtrs. X 2 Nos. at 
Garacharma Basti, Opp. S. M. P. 
Hollow Block Industry Road, Behind 
DAD Quarter.  

Interested can call between 10.00 
AM to 01.00 PM. Ph. 7063987309 

 

HOME SERVICE 
AC (Air Conditioner), 
Refrigerator, Washing Machine, 
Micro Oven, Deep Fridge etc.  

Contact No. 7063929534 / 
9531885814 / 9933230883 

VACANCY 
Experienced Male required for: 
1. Barman / Bartender 
2. Room Boy-cum-Waiter 
3. Cook / Helper (Indian-North & 
South, Chinese, Tandoor) 
4. Receptionist (Day & Night) 
5. Driver for Personal Work 
6. Dishwasher 

Contact: 9775277579, 
7063984634 

Location: HOTEL TEJAS, 
Haddo 

 

SEMI RCC HOUSE 
FOR SALE 

3 Nos. Rooms on rent, location: 
Bhatu Basti, area: 340 Sq. mtrs., 
two wheeler approach road only. 

Contact No. 9933221812 
 PLOT FOR SALE 
At Lal Pahar, Chouldari,  
adjacent to Blacktop Road, each 
Plot 200 Sq. mtrs.  

Contact: 9531951816 / 
7063938292 

 

HEART SCREENING CAMP 
BY APOLL0 HOSPITAL, CHENNAI 

Dr. C S MUTHUKUMARAN, DCH, MRCP, MRCPCH,  
CCST (Paediatric Cardiology, UK) 

Consultant Adult & Paediatric Cardiologist 
  -     -    -    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   
-   -  -   -   -   -   

Dr. NEVILLE A G SOLOMAN, MBBS, M.S 
(General Surgery), M.Ch (Cardiothoracic Surgery) 

Consultant Adult & Paediatric Cardiac Surgery 
CONSULTATION & ECHO SCAN RS.1000/- Only 

Visits on 26TH&27TH FEBRUARY, 2022 
CALL US AND BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT: 03192 – 258222, 
967953533 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 26TH EVE, 27TH MOR – FEB., 2022 
CHIRAYU CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
DR. A P BHARDWAJ, M.D (PAED) 

DOLLYGUNJ, PORT BLAIR. 
PHONE: 259383, 9932080622 

27TH FEB., 22 (By Appointment) 
CHENNAI MEDICAL CENTER 

BAMBOOFLAT, SOUTH ANDAMAN 
Near Rahmaniya Masjid 

PHONE: 258222, 9933257520 

NOTICE 
   It is for the information of the general public that Shri D. Srinivasan, S/o 
Duraiswamy, R/o R.G.T. Road, Port Blair has applied for transfer his share of Plot 
bearing No. 23, Block- C, situated in the Cosmos Housing Co-operative Society to 
Shri SANTOSH KUMAR ROY, S/o Late B. K. Roy, R/o Rampur village under 
Rangat Tehsil. If anyone has any objections / claims, he / she shall come with 
valid documents within fifteen days of this Advertisement to the Managing 
Committee of this Society.  

Secretary 
(9434267435) 

 
NOTICE 

   It is for the information of the general public that Ms. Saraswati Kar, D/o Late 
A.M. Kar, R/o Babulane, Port Blair has applied for transfer her share of Plot 
bearing No. 03, Block- A, situated in the Cosmos Housing Co-operative Society in 
the name of Shri Ankit Prasad, S/o Shri Rajesh Prasad, R/o Phoenix Bay under 
Port Blair Tehsil. If anyone has any objections / claims, he / she shall come with 
valid documents within fifteen days of this Advertisement to the Managing 
Committee of this Society.  

Secretary 
(9434267435) 

OBITUARY 

 
   The member of ANIIMS Karamchari 
Sangh, ANIIMS, G.B. Pant Hospital, Port 
Blair, Mrs. Shamina Bibi, Data Entry 
Operator, Dental Department, has departed 
today morning 19.02.2022 at 7.30 AM for 
heavenly abode. 
    The ANIIMS Karamchari Sangh conveys its 
deepest condolence to bereaved family and 
Pray to God to give them Courage and 
Strength to bear the Irreparable Loss.                               

Inserted by: All ANIIMS Karamchari  
Sangh Members 



++++

+

vaMeku rFkk fudksckj iz’kklu 
ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ADMINISTRATION 

Lkfpoky;/SECRETARIAT 
 

Health Bulletin For Containment Of  
 
 

 (No. 691/19th February 2022) 
COVID-19 STATUS OF ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS AS ON 19.02.2022 

 
> Status of Cases : 

Details of Third Wave since: 01.01.2022  
Active new case in last 24 Hours 01 

Discharges in last 24 hours 23 
Total confirmed cases 2273 

Total Discharges  2248* 
Total Active case as on date 39 

Total Deaths  00 
*Includes 14 discharges of second wave 

Cumulative since March 2020 
Details On 18th Feb. 2022 On 19th Feb. 2022 Total 

Confirmed Cases 10000 01 10001 
Cured/Discharged from Hospital 9810 23 9833 
Death 129 00 129 
> Clinical Management of Cases : 

Name of District Isolation Beds Available Occupied Vacant  
North & Middle Andaman 286 00 286 
South Andaman 5583 01 5582 
Nicobar 507 00 507 
Total 6376 01* 6375 
*38 Positive cases in home quarantine 
> Status of Sample and Testing: 
Total Samples sent till date 695216 
Total Reports received till date 695216 
Total Pending Reports 0 
Rate of Testing Per Million 1738040 
Cumulative Test Positivity Rate 1.44% 
> Vaccination Status  
Total population 4,00,000  
Target Beneficiaries 2,86,000 (Approx) 
Cumulative Beneficiaries vaccinated so far 6,06,824 -- 
Cumulative Beneficiaries vaccinated with 1st Dose so far 3,04,752 106.56 
Cumulative Beneficiaries vaccinated with 2nd Dose so far 3,02,072 99.12 
% of Target beneficiaries fully vaccinated -- 105.62 
% of population vaccinated -- 76.19 

Vaccination for 15-18 years age group 
Target beneficiaries for 15-18 23000  
Cumulative beneficiaries vaccinated with 1st Dose so far 23150 100.65 
Cumulative beneficiaries vaccinated with 2nd  Dose so far 17546 75.79 
Precautionary dose 8331  
*2nd dose % against 286000 beneficiaries 
>Passengers screened at VSI Airport & Haddo Wharf 

Details From 25th May 2020 to   
18th Feb. 2022 

On 19th Feb. 2022 Total 

Incoming Passengers 
a) VSI Airport 
b) Haddo Wharf 

 
531040 

1032 

 
2105 

0 

 
533145 

1032 
Outward Passengers 

a) VSI Airport 
b) Haddo Wharf 

 
531887 

928 

 
1532 

0 

 
533419 

928 
(On 19.02.2022, 302 passengers were retested by RTPCR at Airport) 
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New Delhi, Feb. 19
    The BCCI has
announced India's
T20 International and
Test squads for its
home series against
Sri Lanka on
Saturday. Rohit
Sharma will lead the
side in both formats
while Jasprit Bumrah
has been named his
deputy, said
Chairman of
selectors,  Chetan
Sharma. Senior India
Test batsmen
Cheteshwar Pujara
and Ajinkya Rahane
have been dropped
from the squad after
recurring poor form.

BCCI announces India's T20I, Test squads
for series against Sri Lanka

Senior pacer Ishant
Sharma and wicket-
keeper Wriddhiman
Saha have also been
omitted from the
side.
   Virat  Kohli and
Rishabh Pant have
been rested for the
T20I leg while
Shardul Thakur has
been given a break
from the entire series.

KL Rahul and
Washington Sundar
have been ruled out
of the series after
sustaining injuries
during the ODIs
against West Indies.
   Ravindra Jadeja
who missed India's
recent tour to South
Africa has been
drafted back into
both squads after
completing his
rehabilitation at the
National Cricket
Academy. In Pant's
absence, Sanju
Samson and Ishan
Kishan will be in
contention to don the
gloves in the T20Is.

Port Blair, Feb. 19
      A sensitization
programme on
'Woody pepper as a
potential crop for the
Islands' was
conducted for the
farmers of Lal Pahad
area of South
Andaman under DBT,
New Delhi funded
project on Woody
Pepper yesterday. Dr.
Ajit Arun Waman,
Scientist, ICAR-
CIARI explained the
participants about
importance of local
flora in livelihood
and nutritional
security of island
dwellers. He also
emphasized on
promoting local
species for
diversifying Island
agriculture apart from
supporting tourism
sector of the Islands.

Woody pepper is one
such local species
having considerable
potential for
commercialization in
the Islands. In order to
popularize the species,
various aspects of
woody pepper
cultivation were
explained to the
farmers during the
programme.
   Novel method of
propagation of this
spice developed at
ICAR-CIARI was
explained to them in

order to enable them
to take up its
multiplication in
their own farms. Field
visits were also made
to guide the farmers
for taking up woody
pepper cultivation. To
give impetus for
promoting this novel
spice, planting
material of woody
pepper was
distributed to
seventeen farmers in
the area, a press
release from CIARI
said.

Lal Pahad farmers sensitized on 'promoting
woody pepper cultivation in Isles' by ICAR-CIARI

New Delhi, Feb. 19
   More  t ha n 17 5
c rore  t hr ee  l ak h
d os es  of  CO VI D
vaccine have been
administered in the
country under  the
N a t i o n w i d e
Vaccination Drive
so far.  The Union
H ea l t h  M in is t r y
said, more than 36
l ak h 28  t hous an d
d os es  w er e
administered in the
las t  24 hours. The
M in is t r y sa id ,  a
total of 22 thousand
270 new cases were

India crosses landmark of administering
175 crore COVID vaccine doses

reported during the
s am e pe ri od .
I nd ia ' s  A ct ive
caseload currently
stands at  over two

lakh 53  thousand.
The recovery rate is
c ur re nt l y 98 .2 1
p er ce nt .  ( Sour ce :
india.gov.in)

New Delhi, Feb. 19
      More than 23
crore Soil  Health
Cards have been
distributed to farmers
till date. Soil health
card provides
information to
farmers on nutrient
status of their soil
along with
recommendation on
appropriate dosage of
nutrients to be
applied for
improving soil health
and its fertility.
    The schem was
launched on 19th Feb.
2015. The Soil Health
Card scheme has
completed seven
years today. The
scheme is aimed at
issuing soil  health
cards to farmers
every two years to

Govt. distributes over 23 crore Soil
Health Cards to farmers so far

provide a bas is  to
address nutritional
deficiencies in soil.
The card contains an
advisory based on
the soi l  nutrient
status of a farmer's
h o l d i n g .
It  also shows
t h e
recommendations on
dosage of different
nutrients needed.
  The scheme ensures
additional income to
farmers by increase

in yields and it also
promotes sustainable
farming. More than
11 thousand 500 new
Soi l  Test ing
Laboratories have
been made
functional across the
country. The soil
analysis capacity has
also increased from
one crore 78 lakh to
three crore 33 lakh
samples  per  year.
( S o u r c e :
india.gov.in)

Kolkata, Feb. 19
    The third T20I of the ongoing
West Indies' tour of India will be
played at the Eden Gardens
tomorrow (Feb.20). West Indies,
who have lost five matches on the
trot on this tour, will be eager to

Third T20I between India and West Indies
to be played today

win the last one.
   India, who successfully defended 187 runs to gain an unassailable
2-0 lead in a three-match series last night, will be without the
services of former captain Virat Kohli and wicket-keeper batter
Rishabh Pant in the last match. Hence, the dead-rubber will
provide opportunities to reserve Indian batters namely Shreyas Iyer
and Ruturaj Gaikwad.

with innovative ideas) for Class VI to X,
Painting Competition- prepare a painting on
the theme 'Science & Future' in a quarter
size chart paper for Class III to V, A Story
Telling Programme- prepare a self video
narrating the life history & the achievement
made by Sir C V Raman for maximum two
minutes duration for Class VI to VIII and
Show your Talent-prepare a self video
showcasing special talent in the field of
playing musical instrument, poetry,
mimicry or any unique talent for maximum
two minutes duration for Open to all up to
class XII.
     Interested students participating in
Science Models & Innovative models may
submit their projects / exhibits at Science
Centre on or before 26th Feb, 2022. Whereas,
students participating in the Story Telling,
Painting  & Show Your Talent competition
may upload the self made videos & painting
through given Google form link: t.ly/Pmao
or WhatsApp No. 9933207860 alongwith
mandatory details such as Name, Class,
School & phone number latest  by 25 th

February, 2022. Further, it is advised that
the students should wear proper uniform
while preparing the video.
     Based on the competition, the best
performer as 1st, 2nd, 3rd & consolation shall
be awarded with suitable prizes on the eve
of 'National Science Day' on 28th February.
For further details, one may contact over
phone no- 9434263302 /9933207860, a press
release from Science Centre said.

Various Competitions on the theme...
(Contd. from page 1)

locations and Zoological Survey of India,
Andaman and Nicobar Regional Centre, Port
Blair is an organizing partner for the UT of
A&N Islands for organizing this seven-day
event in Isles, informed Dr. C. Sivaperuman,
Scientist-E & Officer-in-Charge ZSI, Port
Blair while interacting with the media
persons at ZSI here today. He informed that
the Science Week Festival will be conducted
at 75 locations and expressed happiness that
the Zoological Survey of India is one of the
75 prestigious centres chosen from across the
country to host this National Science Week
Festival from 22nd to 28th February 2022.
     Four themes have been identified by
Government of India for the week-long
celebration viz. Annals of Science,
milestones of Modern S&T, Swadeshi
Paramparik Inventions & Innovations and
Transforming India. The Science Week
Festival will be conducted at 75 locations
through which a total of 75 Expositions, 75
Lectures, 75 Films, 75 Radio Talks, 75
Science Literary activities, 75 books, 75
Posters, 75 Awards through hybrid mode
would be made possible.
    As part of the celebrations, the ANRC/ZSI
will have 22 lectures to be delivered by
eminent scientists under various themes,
films, radio talks will be screened, poster
displays, book fair to showcase titles related
to science, innovations, biographies of
scientists and India's freedom struggle.  On
26th February, 2022, various schools/colleges
will be participating in various events such
as skit , poem recitation, poem writing,
drawing, and rangoli.
   Apart from Port Blair, the week-long
festival will be organised in other parts of
A & N Islands, i.e. Car Nicobar, Great
Nicobar, Rangat (Middle Andaman),
Mayabunder (North & Middle Andaman),
Diglipur (North Andaman) for benefit of
students and teachers.  Students from
Schools, Colleges, and Research Institutions
will  be participating in various
competitions to be conducted during the
week-long festival.

Science Week Festival to be ...
(Contd. from page 1)

Govt. of India to expand Public Electric ...
(Contd. from page 1)
announced the setting up of 22,000 EV charging stations in
prominent cities and on national highways across the country.
Out of 22,000 EV charging stations, 10,000 will be installed by
IOCL, 7,000 will be installed by Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd.
(BPCL), and the rest of 5,000 will be installed by Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (HPCL). IOCL has already installed
439 EV charging stations and plans to install another 2,000 EV
charging stations over the next year. BPCL has installed 52
charging stations, while HPCL has installed 382 charging stations.

eligible beneficiaries were vaccinated in A&N Islands today. 221
beneficiaries were vaccinated in South Andaman District, out of
which, 6 beneficiaries were in the age group of 15-18 years, 3
beneficiaries were in the age group of 18-44 years and the number
of beneficiaries administered precautionary dose of vaccine stood
at 36.
   79 beneficiaries were vaccinated in Nicobar District, out of which,
1 beneficiary was in the age group of 15-18, 1 beneficiary was in
the age group of 18-44 years and the number of beneficiaries
administered precautionary dose of vaccine stood at 17,a press
release from DHS said.

6,06,824 doses of vaccines administered  ...
(Contd. from page 1)


