
CMY K P B

An Ex cluly  of Wide Range National and Territorial New s RNI-36774/84 | Vol.-37 | Issue - 244 | Port Blair | Tuesday  19 October, 2021 | Page - 06 | Rs. 3.00

See... Page 02

See... Page 02

Tourists, islanders demand increase
in frequency of boat services to
Swaraj Dweep, Shaheed Dweep

Port Blair, Oct 18: A delegation
under the leaders hip of Shr i
R angalal  Halder , Pres ident,
Andaman & N icobar Terri torial
Congress  Committee along w ith
Shr i  M  Vasudev an,  Ex -Z i lla
Par ishad M em ber and M r K
Kannan, General Secretary, Block
C ongres s  Com m ittee,  L ittle
Andam an m et Shr i  Suneel
Anchipak ka,  Deputy
Commiss ioner, South Andaman
District on Sunday. The delegation
raised charter of demands for Little
Andaman on immediate issue of
Smart Cards and Aadhaar Cards as
w ell as deputing official team to Little
Andaman ex clusiv ely for registration
purposes of land periodically there
itself.  The other genuine demands
are replacement of damaged electric
poles and urgent maintenance of all
streetlights, frequent schedule of
shipping serv ices , inc rease of
hel ic opter s erv ices ,  tim ely

Port Blair, Oct 18: Regarded as one
of best touri st spots in the South
Andaman region, inadequate boat
services between Port Blair and Swaraj
D weep  and  Shah eed Dweep has
b ecom e a maj o r  h in d r an ce i n
promotion of tour ism in the areas.
Currently, the Directorate of Shipping
Services operates limited boat services
in the sector, owing to which tourists
refrain from visiting the destinations
forcing entrepreneurs of the industry
to look for other avenues for livelihood.

As per  reports, with decli ne in
COVID-19 cases and permission to
resume tourist activities in the South
An daman  and No rth and  Mi dd le
Andaman districts, tourists footfalls
have incr eased to Swaraj Dweep and
Shaheed Dweep in the past few days.

But due to limited boat services, many
tourists fail to visit the locations and
majori ty of the ro oms in hotels and
resorts remain unoccupied. Similarly,
food business operators in the region
and other entrepreneurs are reportedly
trading losses due to inadequate tourist
arrivals.

“The present schedule to boat
services is insufficient to accommodate
more visitors intending to visit Swaraj
Dweep and Shaheed Dweep. The two
isl ands are home to some of the
fascinating spots which attract visitors
from b oth the co untry and abroad
mainly beaches, scuba and snorkeling
site etc. In terms of infrastructure, both
the islands have adequate facilities to
accommodate hundreds of tourists,
besides a number o f restauran ts etc

operate in the areas and are mainly
dependent on tourism. The Shipping
Department should consider increasing
the frequency of boat services to the
islan ds to facil itate mo re tou ri st
footfalls and aid revival of the tourism
sector  in these i slands” sai d some
residents of Swaraj Dweep.

“The Administration should also
consider increasing the frequency of
boat services between Port Blair and
North and Middle Andaman r egion.
While the battered  condition of the
national highway deters commuters
fr om avai ling  the ro ad trip , bo at
services to Rangat, Mayabunder and
Diglipur will provide immense relief
to them. The initiative will also lead to
promotion of tourism in various parts
of the North and  Middle An daman
r eg io n  whi ch is h o me to  som e
spectacular tourist locations such as
Ross and Smith Island. Visitors from
variou s parts of the country i nclude
tourist locations in North and Middle
Andaman in their travel itinerary, but
later drop them after learning  about
the ro ad condition s. Increasi ng the
frequency of the boat services to the
district will not o nly help promotion
of tou rism in the region, bu t also
benefit scores of people in the district,”
said some residents of Rangat. 

MP demands withdrawal of seven-
day quarantine rule in Campbell

Bay and sending essential
commodities to Great Nicobar

Port Bla i r,  Oc t 18:  The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Island, Mr. Kuldeep
Rai Sharma today  requested the
Chief Secretary  of Andaman and
Nicobar Administration to w ithdraw
this s ev en-day  quarantine rule in
Great Nic obar Is land for  the
conv enience of the public and also
to schedule a passenger ship w ith
cargo or a cargo ship for Great
Nicobar Island as soon as possible
so that all essential commodities
reach the Islands w ithin few day s.

In a letter addressed to the Chief
Secretary  of A & N Administration
today  the Member of Parliament
mentioned that he has been informed
by  residents of Great Nicobar Island
that pres ently  the Dis tr ic t

Administration of Nicobar District is
sending all incoming passengers to
sev en-day  long quarantine, w hile
in all  other plac es of this  Union
Territory, this sev en-day  quarantine
s y s tem  has  a l ready  been
w ithdraw n.  The M em ber of
Parliament mentioned that at present
alm ost 100 percent of Islanders
hav e got the first dos e of the
COVID-19 v accine and a large
num ber of people hav e got tw o
doses of C OVID-19 v ac cines.
Considering this , the period of
quarantine has been reduced or
w ithdraw n in all other Islands but
for reasons unknow n in  Great
Nicobar people are being sent for
sev en day s quarantine, w hich is
not only  causing unnecess ary

problems  to people but a ls o
reducing the ov erall per formance
of v arious gov ernment departments
and offices.

The M ember of Parliament
also pointed out that the Great
Nic obar that presently  the Island
is  fac ing a s hortage of potatoes,
onions, tomatoes and eggs due to
delay  in the trans fer of cargo from
Port B la ir  to  Cam pbel l Bay .
Considering the abov e issues, the
M em ber of Parl iam ent today
requested the Chief Secretary  to
w i thdr aw  th is  s ev en-day
quaran tine ru le f or  the
conv enience of the public and also
to schedule a passenger ship w ith
cargo or a c argo ship for Great
Nic obar Island.

ANTCC delegation meets DC,
raises issues of Little Andaman

disbursement of old age pension,
w idow  pension, handicapped
allow ance and destitute allow ance,
improv em ent of 4G internet
connectiv ity, enhancement of quota
of s ea sand and its immediate
allotment by  District Administration,
Replacement of defectiv e X-Ray

Machine, Generator prov ided at
PHC, Hut Bay  and posting of an
Ey e Specialist, Doctor, Technician
for Ultrasound Machine.

After deliberation and going
through the charter of demands, Shri
Suneel Anc hipak ka,  Deputy
Commissioner, South Andaman

Dis tr ict im mediate ly  di rec ted
concerned authorities to ex plore
possibilities for prov iding all such
facilities immediately as demanded
for on top priority basis. The delegation
expressed their w arm gratitude to him
for hearing and solv ing their long
pending demands

Priyanka to be party’s face in
Uttar Pradesh polls: Congress

N EW DELHI:  Pr iy ank a Gandhi  Vad ra w i l l  be
the Congress face in  Uttar Pradesh elections  nex t  y ear, the
party  sa id on Sunday  in a s tatement of intent ahead of the
crucial polls.  It also said that Priy ank a w as the most popular
face in U P and that Congress w as  in  a direct contest w i th
BJP, w hile Sam ajw adi Party  (SP) and Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) hav e fallen behind in the race, acc ord ing to a PTI
report. Senior leader P L Punia, w ho is heading the Congress’s
UP campaign committee, sa id, “ Our campaign w il l rev olv e
around Pr iy anka. .. she has  fought for justice in Lak himpur

UIDAI to host Aadhaar Hackathon
2021 from 28-31 October

UIDAI w il l host “Aadhaar Hackathon
2021”  from 28th to 31st October. The
hackathon is targeted at y oung innov ators -
w ho are still at v arious engineering institutes
and eager to step into the real w orld.

Prime Minister N arendra Modi has
giv en a clarion call to ce lebrate the 75th
y ear  of Independence of India, as the
AzadikaAmritMahotsav. To celebrate this
momentous occasion, UIDAI is hosting the
hackathon w hich is  themed around tw o
topics. The first theme is around “Enrolment
and Update” , w hich essentially  cov ers
some of the real-life challenges being faced

AGM of IEI
ANSC on

Oct 30
Port Blair, Oct 18: The

Annual General Meeting
2020-21 of The Ins titution of
Engineers  (India), Andaman
& Nicobar State Centre will

be held on Saturday, 30
October  2021 at 06:30 PM at

Hotel TSG Emerald View,
Phoenix Bay, Por t Blair with
the Agenda of presenting the
Audited Accounts & Annual
Report for FY: 2020-21 and

Election of Corporate
Members  (Division wise) for
2021-23. All the Corporate

Members  (AMIE, MIE & FIE)
attached to the Andaman &

Nicobar  State Centre are
reques ted to attend the Annual

General Meeting.

Milad-Un-Nabi greetings
Port Blair, Oct 18: Shri Rangala l Halder, President,
Andaman Nicobar Pradesh Congress Committee and Shri
G Bhasker, Chairman , Campaign Committee alo ng with
all Senior Leaders and its frontal Org anizations extend
their warm greeting on the auspicious occasion of Eid-E-
Mila d-Un-Nabi celebrates on the birthday of Islamic
Prophet Muhammad.  This day is dedicated to him and his
teachings.  It is believed tha t the Prophet was born on the
12 th day of Rabi al-awwal, which is the third month of the
Islamic lunar calendar. Our heartiest wishes to you and
your family on celebration of the Eid-e-Milad-Un-Nabi and
pray to Allah to shower his d ivine blessings and fill your
home, life and heart with bliss as well as bring spirit of joy,
happiness and open up newer opportunities for success.

No official
notification

regarding term
exams issued
yet, clarifies

CBSE
CBSE today clarified that

it has not released any official
notificatio n reg arding term
exams. CBSE said in a tweet
that a fake date sheet is being
circulated on social media for
the forthcoming term 1 exams
in  No vem b er to  co nfu se
students of classes X and XII.

Registrations open for JNVST 2022
Port Blair, Oct 18: The Jawahar

Nav odaya Vidy alay a Selection Test
(JNVST-2022) for admission to
Class 6th in all the three JNV’s
nam ely  JN V Nor th & M iddle
Andaman, South Andaman and Car
Nicobar for the academic session
2022- 23 w ill be held at specified

centres in A&N Islands on April 30,
2022. The w eb portal is already  open
for registration on Sept. 23, 2021 and
w ill be closed on Nov. 30, 2011.
L ink  for  regis tration is
ww w.navodaya.gov.in. For queries,
one may  contact help desk nos.
9476008080, 9489753036

AIR PicsOv er 56.62 lakh
metric  tonnes of paddy  has  been
procured in Khar if Mark eting
Season 2021-22 up to the 17th of

Over 56.62 lakh metric tonnes paddy procured
in Kharif Marketing Season 2021-22

this month. The procurement took
place in the states and Union
Territories of Chandigarh, Hary ana,

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
Akali demands

The civil  disobedience movement of the Akali Dal (L)
has been postponed til l November 30. A decision to this
effect was taken after a two-hour meeting of  the Dal (L)
working committee members, district  pres idents , party
legislators  and advisors.  The party chief, Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal, presided over the meeting.

Briefing newsmen af ter the meet ing,  Longowal said
the movement had been postponed to provide ample time
to Prime Minis ter Indira Gandhi, to examine the party ’s
demands. The meeting condemned the state government
for arresting Sikh student  leaders on one pretext  or the
other.  It  demanded immediate and uncondit ional release
of all arrested student  leaders. Through another resolution,
the meeting congratulated Sant Longowal for securing the
release of Jamail S ingh Bhindranwale.

Indira-Reagan meet
The Government of India that PM Indira Gandhi and

US  P res ident Ronald Reagan will  meet at Cancun on
October 21. Mrs Gandhi and Reagan at the meeting —
their flrs t — are certain to discuss ways to improve the
relations between the two countries which appear to have
divergent outlook on crucial internat ional questions.

India has already made it known to the US its  views on
the Reagan Administration’s concept of strategic  consensus
which, it thinks, has brought the superpower conflic t closer
to India. Indo-US relat ions nave touched a new low following
the Reagan Administration’s decision to supply P akistan F-
16 aircraft and sophisticated military hardware.

Geoff Boycotted?
For reasons known to itself, Mrs Gandhi’s Government

is fight ing shy of announcing its decision on the fate of the
MCC team which is scheduled to visit India nest  month for
a six-test  tour beginning on November 6. Two members of
the team, Geoff Boycott and Geoff Cook, are reported to
have sporting links with racist South A frica. The issue, which
has caused differences in the government was referred to
the political affairs committee of the Cabinet for a decision.

  19.10.2021     Tuesday      Port BlairThe  Andaman  Express02

WORLD SIGHT DAY SPECIAL: WE NEED
TO FOCUS ON OUR CHILDREN’S EYE CARE

Dr. Ris hi Raj Borah, Country
Director,  Orb is  India,  steers  the
conv ersation tow ards the importance
of annual ey e check up this World Sight
Day.

It has  been estimated that w ith
increasing time indoors and the digital
strain  w e hav e been subjec ted to
because of the pandemic, the my opia
progression is set to increas e. The
World Report on Vision also states that
there are a range of optica l ,
pharm acologica l, behav iora l and
surgical interventions to delay  the onset
or slow  dow n the progression of
my opia. But prev entiv e measures
cannot be taken for the condition. This
is, especially, true for children w ho
hav e had to sw itc h to online from
phy sical classes and remain in home
c onfinement as agains t play ing
outdoors w ith friends.

How  can w e ensure w e do not

neglec t our, our family ’s and, most
importantly, children’s ey es? Can w e
help ourselv es and our children just
by giving them a healthy and balanced
diet as we spend more time indoors?
Can w e try  to cut dow n on screen
time? Yes, w e can. As w e gradually
learn to grapple w ith the try ing times,
w e learn to adapt, pick up on the issues
and solve them one by  one. Similarly,
as the COVID-19 v accination driv e
continues in the country  and w e inch
tow ards herd immunity, w e need to
ensure w e are doing all w e can to
protect our ey es just as much as any
other organ. The s implest w ay  to do
that is annual ey e checkup.

The IAPB World Sight Day  2021
theme is so apt, ‘Lov e Your Ey es.’
Lov ing y our ey es is not just about
going to a doctor w hen y ou hav e an
eye problem. Lov ing your ey es stems
from lov ing y ourself-taking c are of

y ourself, alw ay s.  So, if y ou lov e
y ourself, y ou w ill lov e ev ery  part of
y ou, ey es being a crucial part of y ou.
When i t comes to a child, often s/he
might not be able to ex press  their
difficulty  in seeing or understand that
they hav e vision problems. It is upon
y ou, as a parent, to pick up on the
discomfort s/he is facing and take him/
her to an ey e doctor. Now , it is likely
y ou do not know  how  to pick up on the
sy mptoms, w hich is w hy a proactiv e
annual ey e test is crucial. If y ou hav e
access to quality  ey e care, y ou hav e
no reas on to av oid annual  ey e
checkup for y ourself, y our child and
family. M ake it a milestone y ou can
mark this World Sight Day  and ev ery
y ear follow ing 2021 to beat the my opia
progression. Talk about it w ith friends,
encourage them to get their and their
children’s ey es checked.

T HE OR BIS M ISSION  IN

INDIA DU RING THE PANDEMIC
Now , think of families w ho do not

hav e easy  access to care in  small
pockets  of India. Being unable to get
ey e care doesn't just take aw ay  sight.
It closes doors to school and play, jobs
and liv e lihoods,  par ticipation in
community  life and the ability  to thriv e.
Nonprofits l ike mine, i.e ., Orbis,
constantly work with local ey e hospitals
in these smal l pock ets to ens ure
families, especially children, do not lose
sight for av oidable causes. Take, for
instance, the recent case of a 14-y ear-
old girl in East India.  During one of our
recent ey e test v isits to Naray anpur
v illage, tucked aw ay  in Bihar, w e
w itnessed the inspiring story  of Khushi
w ho could not step out of her home to
go for an ey e test ev en as w e brought
the serv ices right at the community ’s
doorstep. Her mother ex plained to the
team, “We cannot step out or meet a
doctor w ithout the presence of a male
fami ly  member, until  absolute ly
necessary ” . Khushi’s father has been
liv ing in Delhi for ov er sev en y ears
now , with Khushi and her mother liv ing
in the v illage. Although Khushi’s ey e
problem w as identified in the first v isit,
during the second v isit for detailed ey e
test, Khushi’s grandmother refused to
allow  the examination fearing that if her
granddaughter w ere to w ear a pair of
glasses, she w ould not hav e marriage
prospects in the future. So y ou see, a
child’s health and w ell-being depends
on her /his parents  and guardian like
Khushi’s grandmother. Of course, upon
counselling by Orbis’s partner hospital
team m ember at Akhand Jy oti Ey e
Hos pital  and backed by  Khushi’s
persuasion, her grandmother w as
finally  conv inced.

Khushi w anted a pair of glasses,
so she could get back to studies w ithout

w orry ing about the headache and
blurred vision she faced for six  months
before w e reached out to her. The team’s
effort to conv ince Khushi’s mother and
more importantly  her grandmother w as
w orth it. The y oung teenager got her
ey es tested, got a pair of glasses and
felt positiv e about her future.  The little
girl w anted to break the conv entional
aspects of a w oman’s role in society.
When she w as asked w hat she wanted
to become, she said she w as interested
to join the police academy. She felt she
could grow  up to do much more than to
manage household chores and take
care of kids, once married.

It is interesting how  a simple
intervention like glasses can have such
a great impact on c hildren, don’t y ou
think? It is stories like Khushi’s that w e
saw during the pandemic. It inspired us
to continue our mission to reach out to
more children w ith all safety  measures
intac t. I c annot thank our  partner
hospitals enough who are integral to our
pediatric ey e care goals in the country.
I am proud to see the achiev ements
and driv e of the local teams to serv e
the community  ev en amid adv ersity.

Priori tizing ey e care is not an
indiv idual but collectiv e effort of the
gov ernment, organizations like mine,
and other stakeholders. The World
Report on Vision launch by  Vision
2020: INDIA this World Sight Day  is
timely  in that contex t. It underlines the
need for collaborations and encourages
us to w ork further in areas that need
focus. One such simple interv ention is
annual  ey e checkup. You,  as an
individual w ith the beautiful gift of sight,
are a key  stakeholder and this  World
Sight Day  and every  y ear in the future,
y ou hav e the pow er to affect change
by  prioritizing y our and y our children’s
ey e health.

Priyanka to be.. from... Page 01
Kher i ,  and ear l ier  in
Sonbhadra,  Unnao,  Hathras. ”
T he artic ulation under lines a
reali ty  giv en that besides being
the AICC  genera l s ecretary  in

charge of s tate, s he has  been
c am paigning in  the Gandhi
family’s pocketboroughs for y ears
and then in the res t of state after
the UPA was ousted from power.

Over 56.62 lakh metric.. from... Page 01
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Punjab,  Uttar Pradesh,
and U ttarakhand. The Khari f
Marketing Season 2021-22 at MSP

commenced rec ently  and has
benefited 3 lakh,  71 thousand 919
farmers, w ith MSP v alue of ov er
11 thousand crore rupees.

UIDAI to host Aadhaar.. from... Page 01
by  the residents w hile updating their
address.

The second theme of the
Hackathon is around the “ Identity
and Authentication”  solution offered
by  U IDAI. Under th is  theme,
UIDAI is  so lici ting innov ativ e
solutions to prov e Identity  w ithout
sharing the Aadhaar number or any
demographics information. Also, it
is  look ing for  innov ativ e
appl ic ations around fac e
authentication API - the new ly

launched authentication modality of
U IDAI.  T he objec tiv e is  to
popularize some of the ex isting and
new  APIs  to s olv e the needs  of
residents.

The w inners of each theme
w ould be rew arded by  UIDAI
through priz e money  and other
luc rativ e benefits.  All the y oung
minds are encouraged to form
team s and participate in this fi rst-
ev er ev ent being conducted by the
Aadhaar team.

Tata Motors launches Punch,
price starts at Rs 5.49 lakh

Tata Motors  on M onday
launc hed its s ub-compac t SUV
'Punch' in the country, w ith  price
star ting at R s 5.49 lak h (ex -
show room). Designed across Tata
Motor's studios in India, the UK and
Italy, the model has been developed
to herald an entirely new  category —
the sub-compact SUV—to address
a grow ing customer need for a
small-in-size v ehicle that is big on
space, safety, performanc e and
features.

Built on the company 's Agile
Light Flex ible Adv anced (ALFA)
architecture, Punch would sit below
Nex on in the company 's product
line-up. It comes w ith a 1.2-litre petrol

Sensex rallies over 500
points to hit new peak,

Nifty tops 18,500
Ex tending its record-setting

streak, equity  benchmark Sensex
rallied ov er 500 points in opening
trade on Monday  on acc ount of
w idespread buy ing despite a weak
trend in global markets.

After touching an all-time high
of 61,894.33 in opening deals, the
30-share Sensex  w as trading
511.54 points or 0.83 per cent higher
at 61, 817.49. Sim ilarly, the Nifty
surged 157.40 points or 0. 86 per
cent to 18,495.95. It touched a new
intra-day  record of 18,521.10 in
initial deals.

Infosy s w as the top gainer in
the Sensex pack, rising ov er 2 per
cent, follow ed by  Tata Steel, HDFC
Bank,  ICICI Bank , Ti tan and

IndusInd Bank. On the other hand,
Asian Paints,  Baja j Auto,  Dr
Reddy ’s and HC L Tech w ere
trading w ith losses in early  deals.

In the prev ious ses sion on
Thursday, the 30-share index  settled
568.90 points or 0.94 per cent higher
at 61,305.95, and the Nifty  surged
176.80 points or 0.97 per cent to a
new  l ife tim e-c los ing high of
18,338.55.

Foreign institutional inv estors
(FIIs) were net buy ers in the capital
market, as they  purchased shares
w orth Rs 1,681.60 crore, as per
ex change data. Market remained
shut on Friday  on ac count of
‘Duss ehra’. Els ew here in Asia,
bours es in Hong Kong, Shanghai
and Toky o w ere trading with losses
in mid-session deals, w hile Seoul
w as pos i tiv e.  Meanw hile ,
international oil  benchmark  Brent
crude rose 1.07 per cent to $85.77
per barrel.

engine mated to both manual and
automatic transmissions. As per Tata
Motors , the manual trims of the
model deliv er an ARAI-certified fuel
efficiency  of 18.97kmpl, w hile the
AM T  (automated m anual
trans m is s ion)  v ar iants  offer
18.82kmpl to a litre.

The model comes w ith SUV
attributes l ike tall s eating, h igh
ground clearance, 370mm w ater-
w ading capability  and traction feature
to aid recov ery  in off-road situations.
It has receiv ed 5-star adult safety
rating for adult occupant protection
in a crash test from Global NCAP,
an internationally  renow ned vehicle
safety  accredita tion group. Fiv e

stars indicate the highest score,
w hile zero star ra ting points to the
minimum score during the v ehicle
crash test. "With Punch, w e hav e
created an entirely  new  category
altogether to address a grow ing need
for sm all-in-size cars w ith a true
SU V charac ter, " Tata M otors
President, Passenger Vehic les
Business Unit (PVBU), Shailesh
Chandra noted.

The model offers a tall stance,
h igh ground c learanc e and
commanding driv ing position to
nav igate a ll  the unex pec ted
challenges that Indian roads throw
in one's w ay, he added.

"Ev en ahead of its launch,

Punch has already  got off to a great
start by  bagging the GNCAP 5-
star rating for safety. This is a proud
moment for us not only  as an entity
but also as an Indian carmaker as
w e continue to deliv er on our
promise of safety  with almost ev ery
new  product in  the market, "
Chandra stated.

Punch is the third car from Tata
Motors  to receiv e top cras h test
rating after Altroz in January  2020
and Nex on in December 2018.
Punch has receiv ed 16.45 points
for adult occupant protection, the
highest rating points any  v ehicle has
receiv ed in India. The model comes
in four grades w i th customisation
packs to match div erse lifesty les.
Feature l ist includes engine driv e
modes, idle star t/stop function,
cruise control, push button start, 366
litres  of boot space, cooled glov e
box , Harman Infotainment sy stem
w ith Andro id Auto and Apple
Carplay, fully  automatic temperature
control, auto headlamps and rain-
sensing w ipers.

China's Shenzhou-13 spaceship is
ex pected to be launched into space on a
Long M arch-2F rock et early  Saturday
morning from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center on the edge of the Gobi Desert.

The spaceship w il l be launc hed at
12:23 am Saturday  Beijing Time (9.53 pm
Friday  Indian Standard Time) from the
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northw est
China,  announced the China Manned
Space Agency  (CMSA}.  The spacecraft
w ill carry three People's Liberation Army
Astronaut Corps (PLAAC) taikonauts on
the second flight to the Tianhe core module,
the first module of the Tiangong space
station.

The lauch time has been set at the
time of China's orbiting Tianhe space station
module passes ov er the launch s ite at
Jiuquan. This w ill he lp the spacec raft to
catch up and dock w ith Tianhe around eight
hours later.

The fl ight w ill be China’s longest
crew ed space mission and set a record for
the most time spent in space by  Chinese
astronauts. This w ill be the second of four
crew ed missions to the station, which will
completed in 2022.

Russian cosmonaut Valery  Poly akov,
w ho liv ed on Russia’s old Mir  space
station in 1994 and 1995, holds the record
for the longest stay  in space at more than
14 months.  The first Chinese crew  w ho
serv ed a 90-day  mission aboard the main
Tianhe core module of the space station
returned in mid-September. Now  the new
batch of three astronauts is in the final stage
of the ir preparation to liv e on its space
station for six  months.

The new  crew  has tw o v eterans of
space trav el. Pilot Zhai Zhigang, 55, w ho
performed China’s fi rst spacew alk is the
commander of the mission. Wang Yaping,
41, and the only  w oman on the m ission
carried out ex periments and led a science
class in real-time w hile trav eling on the
Shenzhou-10 mission in 2013. Ye Guangfu,
41, w ill be trav eling into space for the first
time. T he three later spoke to reporters
through a glass barrier at the Jiuquan base,
w ith Zhai say ing the length of the mission
w ould be a challenge, but one he w as
confident they  were prepared to meet. “After
almost two y ears of training (together), our
crew  members now  know  each other w ell
and hav e a tacit understanding. I believ e

that w i th the pow er and w isdom of our
team, (w e) w il l definite ly  res olv e all
difficulties,”  Zhai said.

The mission is ex pected to continue
the w ork of the initial crew, w ho conducted
two spacew alks, deployed a 10-meter (33-
foot) m echanical arm, and held a v ideo
call w ith Chinese leader Xi Jinping. China
Manned Space Agency  Deputy  Director
Lin Xiqiang said the rocket w as fueled and
ready  to fly. “All sy stems conducting the
Shenzhou-13 mission hav e undergone a
comprehensiv e rehearsal. The flight crew
is in good condition and our pre-launch
preparations are in order, ”  Lin said at a
Thursday  briefing. China’s military, w hich
runs the space program, has released few
details but say s it w ill send multiple crew s
to the station ov er the nex t tw o y ears to
make it fully  functional. Shenzhou-13 w ill
be the fifth mission, including trips without
crew s to deliv er supplies. When completed
w ith the addition of tw o more modules —
named Mengtian and Wentian — the station
w ill w eigh about 66 tons, a fraction of the
size of the International Space Station,
w hich launched its first module in 1998
and w i ll w eigh around 450 tons w hen

completed. Lin said the tw o additional
modules w ould be sent before the end of
nex t year during the stay  of the y et-to-be-
named Shenzhou-14 crew . China w as
ex cluded from the International  Space
Station largely  due to U.S. objections ov er
the Chinese program ’s secretiv e nature
and close military  ties. It made plans to
build its ow n space stations in the early
1990s and had tw o ex perimental modules
before starting on the permanent s tation.
US law  requires congressional approv al
for the contact betw een the American and
Chines e space programs, but China is
cooperating w ith space ex perts from
countries  including France, Sw eden,
Russia,  and Italy. Lin said China w as
ex panding s uc h
c ooperation,  w i th  Ye
Guangfu hav ing undergone
training w ith the European
Space Agency  in 2016, and
European as tronauts
participating in China’s sea
surv iv al training in 2017.

“ I look forw ard to the
day  w hen international
colleagues c an trav el in

space together (w ith us), and I w elcome
them to v isit China’s space station,”  Ye
said.

The liv ing quarters accommodates
kitchen and toilet, fire control  equipment,
air processing and control equipment,
computers, scientific apparatus, and ground
communications equipment.

The station has a bigger robotic arm,
so it can mov e subsequent modules to
different ports of the core module.

Currently,  the tw o cargo c rafts,
namely  Tianzhou-2 and Tianzhou-3, are
docked at the tw o ends of the Tianhe core
module to form a linear shape, w aiting for
the arrival of Shenzhou-13 crew members.

China set to launch 3-member crew to Tiangong Space Station

Bangladesh Home
Minister says communal

harmony will be protected
in the country at any cost

Amid reports of violence
aga inst the m inority Hindu
community fro m some places
in Bangladesh, Home Minister
Asaadu zzaman Khan  Kamal
has assured that co mmunal
harmony will be protected in
the country at any cost. In an
interview to a news agency, he
said  th a t in vestig a tio n  is
underway and the culprits will
not be spared. Speaking about
the h andling of the situa tion,
the Minister said that hundreds
of peop le have been a rrested
and four rioters have died in
p olice a ctio n.  The Hom e
Minister sa id  th a t these
inciden ts are  in ten ded  to
tarnish the image of the country
and the trouble makers will not
be allowed to succeed in their
mission . He said tha t Prime
Minister S heikh Hasina  has
in stru cted  all  co ncerned to
provide necessary assistance

to the victims. The government
of  Bangladesh on Mo nday
replaced seven SPs in cluding
those of Feni an d Rang pur
d istric ts. Th e Dep u ty
Co mmissioner o f Police of
Ch attogram ha s a lso  been
transferred. Chattog ram and
Feni ha d suffered communal
violence against the m inority
Hindu communities during the
Durga Puja while Rang pur
reported incidents of arson and
vandalism on Sunday night.
Police have arrested 42 people
in Rangpur district in connection
with the arson and attack on
Hindu on houses and temples
on Su nday after an alleged
defa matory post on so cial
media. Police used teargas and
rubber bullets to disperse the
crowd which had attacked the
h ou ses in Bo ro Ka rim pu r
Majhipara village in Pirganj
upazila of Rangpur district.
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India Post Office Recruitment 2021,
Apply for 266 GDS Vacancies @

indiapost.gov.in
India Post Office Recruitment 2021 | GDS Vacancy | Total Vacancies 266 | Last

Date:  29.10.2021 |  I ndia P ostal C irc le Recruitment A pply  online @
www.indiapost.gov.in

India P ost Office Recruitment 2021: Applications are inv ited v ia online mode by
the respective recruiting authorities from eligible candidates for the selection and
engagement to the following posts of Gramin Dak Sevaks. India Post is going to fill up
266 v acancies in Jammu &  Kashmir.  It has recently  published the recruitment
notification for 266 vacancies and these vacancies are assigned for GDS Vacancy.
India Post Office inv ites online application from 10th passed candidates to fill up India
Postal Vacancy 2021. A pplicants who are looking for 10th Std Jobs in central govt can
make the India Post online registration from 30.09.2021 to 29.10.2021. India Postal
Circle recruitment notification pdf & apply  online link is available @ www.indiapost.gov.in.

Candidates can submit India Post Recruitment Application from 30.09.2021.
Applicants should pass 10th Std and age limit should be 18 to 40 years. Contenders
have to pay required fee and make the payment v ia either online or offline. India Post
Office will recruit the aspirants on Academic Background/ Interv iew/ Written Test/ Merit.
Shortlisted candidates will be appointed in Jammu & Kashmir. Incomplete application &
application after the due date will be rejected. More details of Post Office Jobs in Jammu
& Kashmir, upcoming JK Postal jobs notices, merit list, selection list, admit card, result,
upcoming India Post notifications and etc. will be uploaded on official website.

India P ost is a government of India agency, executing postal serv ices in India. It
has been functioning since 1854. H eadquarter is  located in Sansad Marg, New Delhi
until now. They prov ide serv ices such as letter post, parcel serv ices, EMS, delivery,
freight forwarding, third-party  logis tics and also deposit account. Presently, there are
22 postal circles in India and it has more than 4 lakhs employees are working in this
department. Postal Circles are J&K Postal Circle, Punjab Postal Circle, Uttarakhand
Postal Circle, West Bengal Postal Circle, North Eastern Postal Circle and Kerala
Postal Circle.

Here you will get details of Branch Postmaster (BPM), Assistant Branch Postmaster
(ABP M) and Dak S evak posts l ike educational qualification, age limit, application
mode, fee and how  to apply. K eep check Daily  Recruitment regularly  to get latest
government exams.

ESIC Recruitment 2021, Walk-in for
Tutor Vacancies @ esic.nic.in

ESIC Recruitment 2021 | Tutor | 21 Vacancies | Walk-In Interv iew  Date: 21.10.2021 to
22.10.2021 | ESIC Job Notification @ esic.nic.in

ESIC Recruitment 2021: Employ ee State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) inv ites application
for the post of Tutor posts. As per ESIC recruitment 2021 notification, totally  21 v acancies are
announced as v acant. Candidates w ho are searching for Central Gov ernment jobs can use
this opportunity to join in ESIC jobs. They  w ill conduct the w ritten test & w alk-in interv iew  to
fill up these adv ertised v acancies. Candidates should read the notification to check the terms &
conditions. Walk-in interv iew w ill be conducted on 21.10.2021 to 22.10.2021. ESIC recruitment
2021 notification & application form are activ e @ w ww .esic.nic.in.

ESIC is going to hire candidates on contract basis. Applicants should hold BDS degree
from recognized univ ersity. ESIC recruitment 2021 notification has been released on 29.09.2021.
Tenure is 1 y ear. Candidates  are instructed to fill the application form carefully. Incomplete
application w ill be rejected. Aspirants must pay  a fee through prescribed mode. No TA/ DA w ill
be paid to attend the interview  or joining. Candidates may  appear for more than one post. More
details of ESIC recruitment like selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

ESIC R ecruitment 2021 | Senior Resident,  Assistant Professor & Other Posts | 82
Vacancies | Last Date: 26.09.2021 | ESIC Alw ar Recruitment Notification @ w w w .esic.nic.in

ESIC R ecruitment 2021: Employ ees State Insurance C orporation has initiated the
recruitment process for the follow ing post such as Professor, Assistant Professor, Associate
Professor & Senior Resident. As per ESIC recruitment 2021 notification (Adv ertisement No.
09/2021), there are 82 v acancies w ill be filled on contract basis. Applicants who w illing to work
under Central Gov ernment may  use this chance to join in ESIC v acancy  2021. Candidates
need to submit the filled form v ia emai l (dean-alw ar.rj@esic. in) on or before 26.09.2021.
Interview  w ill be conducted on 28.09.2021.

Applicants w ho had completed MBBS/ PG Degree/ PG Diploma are eligible to apply  for
this ESIC Alw ar recruitment 2021. Candidates should submit the filled application form along
w ith follow ing supporting documents lik e age proof, educational qualific ation, ex perience
certificates, etc . ESIC recru itment 2021 notification & applic ation form are av ailable from
21.09.2021 @ w w w .esic.nic.in. Applicants must hav e registered their qualification in MCI/
State Medical Council. More details of ESIC Hospital recruitment, selection list, results, merit
list & upcoming ESIC notification w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

South Western Railway Recruitment 2021,
904 Apprentice Vacancies, Apply Online @

www.swr.indianrailways.gov.in
South Western Railway Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice | 904 Vacancies | Last

Date: 03.11.2021 | RRC Hubli Job Notification @ www.sw r.indianrailway s.gov.in
South Western Railway Recruitment 2021: South Western Railway – Railway

Recruitment Cell, Hubli has released the notification for engagement of Apprentices
for the year 2021-2022. SWR inv ites application to fill up 904 vacancies under the
Apprentices Act, 1961. Candidates who are searching for Railway job may apply  for
this SWR Apprentice vacancy. Applicants are instructed to apply  v ia online from
04.10.2021 @ www.rrchubli.in.  They will hire candidates on basis of merit lis t for
apprenticeship training. Deadline to make a registration for this RRC SWR A pprentice
recruitment 2021 is  03.11.2021.

Candidates who had passed Class 10th are eligible to apply  for this South
Western Railway Hubli recruitment. Diploma/ Engineering degree holders are not
capable to apply  for this SWR Apprentice jobs. Aspirants must bring a valid email id,
mobile number, aadhar account & self bank account at time of online application
process &  keep it active throughout the recruitment process.  Training will be prov ided
at Div isions/ Workshops/ Units of South Western Railw ay. More details of S outh
Western railway jobs, admit card, merit list, upcoming RRC Hubli vacancies & results
will be uploaded at official website.

Visit official website to get more career opportunity  @ RRC SWR. Educational
qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode, fee details & steps to apply  are
prov ided above. For latest updates, v isit www.dailyrecruitment.in.

IP/8125/21
2021/MediaRelease/779

NOTICE INVITING e -TENDERS
No. PN/DB/CD-I/RGT/2021-22/3564          dated

13thOctober’2021
The Executive Engineer, Construction Division-I, A.P.W.D.,

Rangat on behalf of President of India invites online Item rate bid
from approved and bonafied manufacturer/authorized dealer/
Supplier or experience on executing the relevant magnitude of work
as per CPWD works manual for below mentioned work:-

NIT No. 23/DB/E&M/CD-I/RGT/2021-22e-Tender ID
No.  2021_APWD_4081_1Name of work .  Running and
maintenance of Diesel Engine w ater pumps at Baratang for the
period from July 2021 to September 2021 in lieu of “Construction
of approach from Parnasala at MP bridge to proposed Dam site
at Rangat river at Parnasala”SW:- Supplying, installation, testing
and commissioning of 01 No. 79 HP 6R 1080 Kirloskar Diesel
Engine designed to run at 1500 RPM at Shankar Nallah Pump
house, Adazig, Baratang. Estimated Cost:Rs. 8,40,754/-Tender
Fee Rs. 500/- &Time of completion: 45 Days, Last Date of
Submission of bid28.10.2021 at 3.00 PM.

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the
website eprocure.andaman.gov.in.

Executive Engineer
CD-I, APWD, Rangat

SAVE WATER

SAVE EARTH

Men’s Open
Football

tournament-cum-
selection trial from

Oct 20
Port Bla ir, Oct 17 : The Anda man

and Nicoba r Football Associa tion will
org anize a Men’s Op en

Football Tournament-cum-
Selection trials for League-cum-

Kno ckout Tourna ment from
20 lh October 2021 till second week of

November 202 1 at JNKM/Netaji
Stad ium for particip ation in  the

forthcom ing National Com petition
(Santosh Trophy) 2021/20 22 in
association with Andama n and

Nicobar State  Spo rts Council &
Dep artmen t of S ports and Yo uth

Affairs, A&N Administratio n, Port
Blair. Interested Departments/Sch ool/

College/Clu bs can register/enroll th eir
nam es. For registration and further

details please con tact: 963191 6537 /
943428179 1 / 9434286633 Last Date

fo r sub mission  of d etails will be
18 .10.202 1. F ixtu re will  be  dra wn

Dev Mah al.  Prem  Na gar o n the sa me
da y 0 6.0 0 PM. The Entry Form isd

availa ble in Hotel Dayn Saga r.
Pro thra pur,  Sala h Em porium,

Wimberly Gun j, A b oo Pan Sho p,
School Line Entry Fees Rs.3000 /-

(Rupees Three Th ousa nd only).

PRESS NOTE
This is to inform to the passengers/general public that, this Directorate in consultation with District

Administration has scheduled MV Coral Queen to SwarajDwee p from 21st October to 27th

October, 2021.
The detailed schedule is as under:

Advance ticketing will be done one day prior to the scheduled departure of the vessels to
SwarajDweep andShaheedDweep. Passenger tickets will be issued  at STARS Ticketing Counter,
Phoenix Bay between 0900 Hrs to 1400 Hrs by following latest COVID 19 SOP in effect. On the day
of sailing passenger should report at Harbour 02 hours prior departure, as the port gate will be closed
half an hour before scheduled departure.

Deputy Director (SS)
       A & N Admn.

 
 

Similarly, this Directorate has scheduled Speed Boat to sail for 
Shaheed Dweep from 21st October to 27th October, 2021.  
 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
vessel 

Departure 
Date & Time 

Departure 
from 

Destination  
Port 

Remarks 

1. MV Coral 

Queen  

21.10.2021 
to 

27.10.2021 
at 0700 Hrs 

Haddo 
Wharf  

Swaraj Dweep Return voyage 
from SwarajDweep 
to Port Blair at 
1500 Hrs. 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the 
vessel 

Departure 
Date & Time 

Departure 
from 

Destination  
Port 

Remarks 

1. Speed Boat  21.10.2021 
to 

27.10.2021 
at 0700 Hrs 

Phoenix Bay 
Jetty 

Shaheed Dweep Return voyage 
from Shaheed 
Dweep to Port 
Blair at 1245 Hrs. 
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MIX-AND-MATCH VACCINES HIGHLY EFFECTIVE
AGAINST COVID-19: LANCET STUDY

People who received a first dose of the
Oxford-AstraZ eneca COVID-19 vaccine
followed by an mRNA vaccine shot had a
lower risk of in fection compared to those
imm unis ed w i t h both dos es  of  the
AstraZeneca prevent ive, according to a
nationwide study in Sweden.

Since the use of AstraZeneca's vector-
based vaccine against COVID-19 was halted
for people younger  than 65 years of
age due to saf ety  concerns , a ll
individuals in Sweden who had already
received their first dose of this vaccine
were recommended an mRNA vaccine
as their second dose.

"Having receiv ed any of the
approved vaccines is better compared
to no vaccine, and two doses are better
than one," said Peter Nordst rom, a
profes sor at Um ea U niversi ty,
Sweden.

"However, our study shows a
greater risk reduction for people who received
an mRNA vaccine after having received a
first dose of a vector-based, as compared to
people having receiv ed the vector-based
vaccine for both doses," Nordstrom said.

The st udy, publis hed in The Lancet
Regional Health - Europe journal on Monday,
is based on nationwide registry data from the
Public  Healt h Agenc y of  Sw eden, t he
National Board of Health and Welfare, and
Statistics Sweden.

In the main analys is, about 700,000
individuals were included. During a 2.5-month
average follow-up period after the s econd
dose, the study showed a 67 per cent lower
risk  of infection for the combination of
AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccine shots.

There was a 79 per cent lower risk of
infection f or AstraZeneca and Moderna
vaccine shots, compared to unvaccinated

individuals, the researchers said.
For people having received two doses

of the AstraZeneca vac cine, known as
Covishield in India, the risk reduction was
50, they said. These risk estimat es were
observ ed after accounting for differences
regard ing date of vaccinat ion, age of the
participants, socioeconomic status, and other
risk factors for COVID-19. The researchers
noted that  the st udy  es t imat es of
effectiveness apply to infection with the Delta

variant, which was dominating the confirmed
cases during the follow-up period.

"The results of t he study may have
implic ations for  vaccination strategies in
diff erent c ountries," sa id Marc el Bal lin,
doctoral student at Umea University, and co-
author of the study.

"The W orld Health  Organization has
stated that despite the promising results from

previous studies regarding immune
res pons e from  m ix-and-mat c h
vaccination, there is a need for larger
studies to investigate their safety and
effectiveness against clinical outcomes.
Here w e now have one such s tudy,"
Ball in said. There was a very  low
incidence of adverse thromboembolic
events, or  formation of blood clots in
blood vessels, for all vaccine schedules,
according to the researchers.  The
number of COVID-19 cases s evere
enough t o res ul t  in  inpat ient

hos pit a lisat ion w as t oo low f or  the
researc hers to be able to calculate the
effectiveness against this outcome.

Past studies have demonstrated that
mix-and-match vaccine schedules generate
a robust immune response.

However, it has been unclear to which
extent these schedules may reduce the risk
of clinical infec tion, the researchers  said,
adding that thei r study aimed to fil l that
knowledge gap.
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OPEN SECRET

In a shocking incident, a man was found murdered near a site where farmers are protesting on the Singhu border.

Second edition of Naval
Commanders'

Conference of 2021
commenced in N/Delhi

The seco n d editio n o f the  Na va l
Co m ma n d ers' Co n feren ce o f 2 0 2 1
commenced in New Delhi today. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh addressed the Naval
Commanders during the inaugural session
and interacted with them on matters relating
to national security. The conference was
atten ded  by all Operation al and  Area
Command ers of the In dian Navy to  review
ma jor o peration al,  ma terie l, log istics,
Human Resource Development, tra ining,
and administrative activities.

Mr Sing h  said,  th e geog rap hica l
locatio n of India is unique in ma ny ways
and it  is very important from the po int of
view o f strategy, trade an d resources. He
stated  that a s a respo nsib le ma ritime
stakeholder India supports consensus-based
principles and a peaceful, open, rule-based
and sta ble world ord er and envision the
Indian Ocean Region  with the un iversal
values of rule-based freedom of navigation
and free trade in  which the interests of all
participating countries are protected.

The Minister expressed happiness that
Navy has already been ahead in the field of
self-reliance, indigenisation in shipbuilding,
and manufacturing of submarines. He said
in the last five  financial years, more than
two-th ird s o f th e Navy 's Modernisation
Bu dg et has b een  sp en t o n ind igeno us
procurement.

T20 World Cup: Under ICC's
international commitments

you can't refuse to play
Pakistan, says Rajeev Shukla

NEW DELHI: The Board of
Control for Cricket in Ind ia (BCCI)
v ice president R ajeev  Shuk la on
Monday said India w ill hav e to play
arch-r iv als Pakistan in the T20
World Cup as no team can refuse
to play another side in a tournament
organised by  International Cricket
Council  (ICC).

There w ere talk s that the
BCCI and the gov ernment should
reconsider play ing Pakistan in the
ICC men' s T20 World Cup as in
the pas t few  day s, Jammu and
Kashmir w i tnes sed a spate of
targeted k i ll ings  of c iv il ians
especially  non-locals. Shukla said
w hile strict action should be taken
agains t terror organisations, the
match against Pakistan has  to be
play ed as it is an ICC tournament.

"We s trongly  c ondem n
killings  in (Jammu and Kashmir).
Strict action should be taken against
terror  organisations. As far as the

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat meets PM
NEW DELHI: Indian w restler

Vinesh Phogat,  w ho recently
underw ent an elbow  surgery, on
M onday  met Pr im e M inis ter
Narendra M odi along w i th her
family. The 27-year-old had made a
shock first-round exit from the Toky o
Olympics. She entered the Games
as one of India's  strongest medal
contenders.  The form er w or ld
championship bronze-medallist was
part of meetings that Modi had w ith
Toky o Games athletes both before
and after the Oly mpics and got a
pep talk from him.

"Great meeting the honourable
@narendramodi si r today. His
enthus iasm and lov e for sport is
truly  boundless. Genuinely  touched
by  y our concern for athletes. A big
thank y ou sir for sparing time from
y our busy  schedule to fulfil l y our

promise of interacting w ith me and
my  family," Vinesh tw eeted.

In a photograph pos ted on

Twitter, Vinesh w as seen along w ith
her mother and brother w ith the
Prime Minister. Vinesh had left the

recent World Championship trials
m id-w ay ,  c om pla in ing of
w eakness.

match (T20 WC IND v s PAK) is
c oncerned,  under  IC C ' s
international commitments y ou can't
refuse to p lay  against any one.
You'v e to play  w ith teams in ICC
tournaments," Rajeev Shukla, w ho
is als o the Congress leader , told
ANI. Meanwhile, the much-aw aited
high-octane clash between India and
Pakistan in the upcoming T20 World
Cup w ill take place on October 24
in Dubai. In Group 2, India w ill then
face New  Zealand and Afghanistan,
the emerging forc e in T20 cricket,
plus the w inners  of Group B and
runners-up from Group A.

Mary Kom to skip National Women's
Boxing Championships

NEW DELHI: Six- time
wo rld cham pion MC Ma ry
Kom will not compete  in the
upcomin g National Women's
Boxin g Ch am p io nships in

Hisar.
The 3 8-yea r-o ld , wh o

reached th e pre-q uarters of
Tokyo Olympics before bowing
out with a hard-fought loss, is,

ho wever, tra ining
fo r th e  wo rld
ch ampionsh ips in
December.

Even tho ug h
th e Bo xin g
Federation of India
(BFI)  h a s
announced that only
gold medal winners
from the Nationals
will make the squad,
it is reliably learnt
that trials cou ld be
held in a coup le of
weight ca tegories,

including the 48kg division,
which Mary Kom would prefer
to comp ete in. The n ational
championships will be held in
Hisar fro m  Octo b er 2 1 .
Olymp ic bro nze-m ed a llist
Lovlina Borgohain (69kg) has
been given direct selection for
the world event based  on her
Tokyo p erformance. S he will
also be skipping the d omestic
sh owp iece.  Ma ry Ko m,  a
m ultiple- time Asia n go ld -
medallist, has not competed
since the Tokyo Games and a
federatio n sou rce said  she
would have given the Nationals
a shot if the announcement on
world championship selection
had come sooner.

The BFI's d ecision  o f

picking only n ational gold-
win ners for th e  wo rld
championships was announced
on October 5. "She would have
com peted  ha d she kn own
about th is earlier. Sh e would
have prepared accord ingly,"
the federation said. The other
two  To kyo  Olym p ia n s,
Simranjeet Kaur (60 kg) and
Poo ja Rani (75kg), will  be
competing at the nationals.

Th e wo m en's b o xin g
world championships will be
h eld  in  I sta n bu l in  early
December and will offer a total
prize m oney of $2.6 m illion,
same amount as marked for the
men's event, due to start on
Octo b er 24  in  Belg rad e,
Serbia.


