i g .
SREE AYTYANAR TRADERS
AL ST MR T ’

g

Thought for today

Alwayswear the
costume of humility
and you will receive

the love and co-

operationof others.

Counseling
for vacant
seats in ALC

PortBlair, Dec 14: The fourth
counselling for the vacant seats
availablein he frsty ear ofthe B.A,
LL.B.,Degree Course inAndaman
Law College will be conducted on
Dec 16 at9am in Andaman Law
College, PortBlair. The interested
candidates of all the categories
including general are requested to
attend the above mentioned
counselling session. Seas will be
alotedon the meritof the candidates
only. Any representation from
candidates who failed to attend
counseling on the said date willnot
be entertained thereafter, the
Principal (i/c), Andaman Law
College, said in a elease.
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Continue ANISHI scheme for

PortBlair, Dec 14: The Mem ber of
Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma has
requested the Minister of Health and
Family Welfare, New Delhi to allow
Andaman and Nicobar Administration to
continue Andaman & Nicobar Islands
Scheme for Health Insurance (ANISHI)
for the resident of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands in place of Ayushman Bharat
Scheme, as a special case, until proper
medicd teatment fciities forall the serious
diseases are created in the Hospitals in
A8N Islands.

Ina letter addressed to the Minister
of Health and Family Welre, New Delhi,
the Member of Parliament mentioned that
acommendable scheme namely Andaman

Islanders

& Nicobar Islands Scheme for Health
Insurance (ANISHI) was introduced in
Andaman and Nicobarlslands in 2015for
freatmentof paients suffering flom serious
diseaseat mainland asrefered by the GB
PantHos pital, A& N Islands.

He added that permanent residents
ofthese Islands with family income upto
income below 3lakhs rupees perannum
were eligible for treatment under this
scheme. The Member of Parliament

MP urges Centre

for patientand one attendant.
He informed the Minister that later
this scheme was stopped in 2020 and
presently patients suffering from serious
diseases are being sentto the mainland
only under Ay ushman Bharat Scheme.
The Member of Parliament pointed out
that although the Ayushman Bharat
Scheme prov ides free treatmentto BPL
patients, but this scheme is not suited for
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

pointed out that the Health
scheme (ANISHI) provided cashless
freament upto Rupees 5Lakhs perpafents
per illness which included indoor and
outdoor treatments and free travel
expenses for patient with one atendant.
Critically ill patients, if referred under the
scheme fo travel by flight, used to be
entitied for reimbursement of the air ticket

He that as And: and
Nicobar Island are situated nearly 1200
KM away from Chennai and Kolkata
travelling by flightis the only option for
Islanders to reach Mainland India, in
absence of passenger ships. For rerred
patients, in mostofthe cases itbecomes
unaffordable to ravel to Mainland India
for specialized treatment due to high

airfare. Most of the Islanders, living in
remote Islands are sopoor that they often
find it difiicult to travel to Port Blair for
freatment. The Member of Parliament
added thatunder ANISHIscheme they
used to gettravel expenses for patients
and one attendant butunder Ay us hman
Bharat Scheme no such travel ex pense
isgiven.

He painted out that under Ay ushman
Bharatscheme patients are being askedto
pay for all medica tests before treatmentin
Mahland Hospitls, w hich againbecomes
unaffordable for the most of the patients,
who as per present rule, are from BPL
category. In normal cases these medical
tests cost nearly Rs. 20,000 per patient.
How ever, under ANISHI schemeall costs
ofmedical tests were also included, the
Member of Padiament added.

CBSE Schools advised

to form Culture and

Heritage Clubs

Port Blair, Dec 14: The
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has suggested
Heads of all afiiliated schools to
establish Culture and Heritage
Clubs for formally taking up
classical/folk music, dance, arts,
crafts and other culture activ ities to
inspire students to appreciate the
intrinsic value of our national
heriage.

The Society for the Promofon
of Indian Classical Music and
Culture among Youth (SPIC
MACAY) has been rendering
services in this field for the last44
yearsand creates opportunities for
the students to enjoy the
performances and interactive
sessions rendered by renow ned
artists and artisans. SPIC
MACAY will extend their
resources as Know ledge Partners
to Culture and Heritage Clubs in
schools. "All Heads of the

Schools have been requested to
coordinate w ith SPIC MACAY to
avail maximum benefit of this
opportunity, at contact details of
Nodal Person of SPIC MAC AY:
The National Coordinator
(Schools), 41/42, Lucknow Road,
Near Vishwavidyalay a Metro
Station, Delhi-110054,
Email: heritageclub@
spicmacay.com or nehasharma
@spicmacay.com, Mobile/
Whatsapp: +91 6263556213,
Website: htips://spicmacay.org,”
the Board said in a circular.
Reiterating the importance of
holistic education for the all-round
developmentofthe students and
the support extended by co-
scholastic activities such as
music, dance and art towards
achieving the same, the Board
saidthat providing opportunities for
students to nurture and develop
See... Page 02

ANTCC Prez demands

Conveners of Matua Religious
Community for ANI appointed

security for islanders
bs, infra, roads, age-relaxation in govt. job’

Port Blair, Dec 14: The President relaxation , immediate conducting of
of ANTCC has submitted a PRI & PBMC E election. The President
memorandum to the Home Minister Mr  gave a time frame of one month to
Amit Shah wherein he has highlighted resolve these issues failing which the
various issues being faced by the Congress Party will siton HUNGER
Islanders. The most important issues STRIKE till the issues are resolved.
of 100% job for islander, filling-up of He has also appealed to the youth
vacant posts in the government sector, to take part in the signature campaign
completion of NH road, age relaxation, for 100% job reservation for islanders.
etc. were raised by Mr Rangalal Halder. Youth interested in signing for the

Mr Rangalal Halder has also signature campaign may contact Mr.
submitted a set of demands to the Tanmay Mallick - 9933221110, Mr. M A
Lieutenant Governor of Andaman Sajid - 9679528684, Mr. Abhibhusan
&Nicobar Island which includes 100% Ghosh - 9791024059 or Mr. Sajid Shan -
job reservation, filling up the vacancies 7063974765 and make this campaign a
,completion of NH Road, one time age grand success.

PortBlair, Dec 14: The Matua
Community ofAndaman &Nicobar
Islnds has expressed graiitudeto
Mr Subrata Thakur, Maha
Sanghadhipati and Mr Shantanu
Thakur, Sanghadhipati of Al India
Matua Maha Sangha (AIMMS),
Thakur Nagar, Thakur Bari, West
Benga and Minister ofState, Govt.
of India, for appointing Mr Sudhir
Biswas, son of LateManindra Nath

Krishna Sarkar of Shaheed Dv eep
has been appointed as Deputy
Convener, whie Mr Harasit Jaidhar
of Chouldari, Mr Haridas Biswas
of Tugapur and Mr Mrinal Chandra
Halder of Billy ground have been
appointed as Joint Conveners
AIMMS is a non Political Matua
Religious Organization and a
religious, social, economic and

ltural ization. “On behalf of

Biswas, resident of Prothrapur as
Chief Convener of of Matua
Religious C ity of Andaman

the peoples and dev otes of Matua
community of these islands, we
Mr Suchir Biswas and

&Nicobar Islands (ANI).

Four other persons have dso
been appointedas Depuly and Jaint
Conv eners inOctober this y ear for
the upliiment and welfare of the

his teams on the appointments. We
hope under the leadership of the
persons, the Matua religious and
Matua community will be enrched
in these islands,” said Mr

Matia C w

tha, President/

ofmutudism and ideology of Matua
refgiousin these islands. Mr Binoy

Secretary of Shri Shri Guru Chand
Mission, Aand N Islands.

CDA Ge

Port Blair, Dec 12: Baruva
Abhy uday a Sangham, Sree Sree
Near Kangamatha Temple in
coordination with the Haddo
residents paid homage toIndia’s first
CDS Gen. Bipin Rawat, Mrs.
Madhulika Rawat, and 11 other
Defence personnel who lost their

lives in a helicopter crash IAF’s
Mi-17V5 on 8th December near
Coonoor, Tamil Nadu.

Agathering of Haddoresidents
of Port Blair Ex ecutivemembers of
Baruva Abhyudaya Sangham (A
Community foundation ofBaruva
Villagers) Haddo, and K Ganeshan
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er
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ANI Secretary of VHP meets Minister

4
Port Blair, Dec 14: A

delegation led by Mr ManojKumar
Sirohiji, Secretary of VHP, A&N
Islands met the Minister of State for
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries &

Dairy onSunday atCircuitHouse,
Atianta Point. He demanded
introduction of Helpline number 24
x 7 for saving Cow / Bulls and
other cattle. The Secretary, VHP

i

also urged the Minister toconsider
establishment of a modemised
Animal Treatment hospital with
equipped Ambulance facility in all

See... Page 02

Candle Light Tribute to
neral Bipin Rawat

Ex Chairperson, PBMC P.
Deenabandhu, T. Somashekar R,
T. Narendranath, T. Eswar Rao,
Smti M.Brinudawathi, Smti. K.
Dilliamma with volunteers graced
thecandke light march on today 14-
12-2021 evening6.30pm inloving

See...Page 06

Low Pressure over South
Andaman sea likely, heavy)
rains for Bay Islands

A cyclonic circulation is
marked ov er extreme western
parts of South China Sea, closer
to southemn parts of Gulf of
Thailand. ltis likely tobecome
more marked and may become a
low pressure area over the same
region in the nex t24hr. Further,
the weather system is expected
to come over southem parts of

Malay Peninsula and may

become a depression ov er the
same area on 16"and
17"December Moving
westward, itis likely to shiftover
northern parts of Straitof Malacca
on 18" and 19" December. On the
2" day, 19"Dec, the weather
system wil be placed in the close
proximity of South Andaman Sea
and Nicobar Islands. The low

See... Page 02

Swachh Technology
Challenge

Port Blair, Dec 14: The
Ministry of Housing and Urban

Affairs (MOHUA), has launched a
nationw ide Swachh Tec hnology
Challengeas partofthe Azadi @75
SwachhSurvekshan 2022, under
the Swachh Bharat Mission- Utban
2.00n 6" December, 2021, in order
topromotean enabling environment
forenterprise development in the
waste management sector. The
Challenge aims to captalize on the
skills and expertise the space to

See... Page 02

India votes against move to enable climate
change discussions at Security Council

PortBlair, 14" Dec, 2021: As

agansta draft resolution seeking to

change-related dscussions at the

expected, Indiaon Monday voted ~create a formal s pace for climate  UN Secuity Council. Theresolution

fell through following a veto from
Russia.

India and Russia were the
only counfries to hav e opposedthe
draftresolufon; China abstained.

The draft resolution,
sponsored by Ireland andNigeria,
sought to enable the Security
Council to take up routine
discussions onclimate change from
the perspective of its impact on

See... Page 02

Good governance Day
observed by State BJP Unit

Port Blair, Dec 14: Good
governance Day is observed
amualy on December 25. The day
isalsocelebrated to commemorate
the birth anniversary of India's
former Prime Minister, Shri. Atal
BihariVajpay ee Ji, whowas very
commitment tow ards providing
transparent, effective and
accountable governance to the
people of his country.

With regards to the above

progammeapress conerencewas
held today at Bjp Bhaw an, Middle
Point. Shri M.Vinod,Prabhari State

Media cell welcomed the media
persons
See... Page 02

COVID-19 Vaccination
going smoothly inisles

Port Blair, Dec 14: The
vaccination drive is continuing
smoothly in A&N Islands. As per
dataavailable, a total of 5, 76,729
beneficiaries have been
vaccinated so far in A&N Islands,
out of the target beneficiaries of
2,81,603 (approx.). A total of
1,76,873 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 years have
been v accinated till date. A total
of 2038 people were vaccinated

inthese islands on Monday. 1760

beneficiaries were v accinated in
South Andaman District, out of
which 106 beneficiaries were in
the age group of 18-44 years.
Similarly, 245 beneficiaries were
vaccinated in North & Middle
Andaman Districtout ofwhich 12
beneficiaries were in the age
group of 18-44. 33 beneficiaries
were vaccinated in Nicobar
District out of which 5
beneficiaries were in the age
group of 18-44.
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Poland Emergency

Poland’s communist leaders, declaring that the
independent trade union Solidarity had pushed the country
to the brink of civil war, proclaimed a state of emergency
and established military rule on December 13. The
Solidarity union chief, Lech Walesa, held high-level talks
with communist officials hours after the emergency was
declared, a government spokesman said. “‘Walesa is not
arrested and not interned,” he added. ‘He is being treated
with all due respect. He is considered the head of Solidarity
and Solidarity’s activities have only been suspended.” In an
emotional announcement, the party leader and Prime
Minister, General Wojciech Jaruzelski, said other Solidarity
officials, former communist leaders and dissidents had been
rounded up and interned. The communist rulers also
suspended a wide range of civil liberties.

Morarji's offer

Former prime minister Morarji Desai offered to lead a
nationwide non-cooperation movement against Congress
() ‘misrule” and sought the peoples’ cooperation in this

Indian employers have robust
hiring intentions for the next three
months, with 49 per cent of i

employers anticipaing an increase in
hiring activity and subtractingfrom tis

planning to add more staff in the
January-March quarter, as employers
arepositiveabout achieving sustained
post-pandemic recovery, a survey
said on Tuesday.

According to the latest
Manpow erGroup Employ ment Outlook
Survey, hiing sentimentin India is the
strongest reported in eight years,
improving by fve percentage pointsin
comparison with the prior quarter and
by 43 percentage points when
compared wih this time one y ear ago.

The survey of 3,020 employ ers
noted hat 64 percentex pect b increase
their staffing levels, 15 per cent
anticipate a decrease and 20 per cent
donotanticipate any change, resuling
in a seasonally adjusted net
employ mentoutiook of 49 percent.

The net employ ment outlook is
derived by taking the percentage of

the p of employers ex pecting
adecrease in hiring activity.

“India registered a V-shaped
recovery owingto increased consumer

spending, educational sector opening Gulatifurther added that ‘the boost
upand the government's sustained in hiring outiook reflects employers’
efforts to lerate vaccinati i fic in achievinga

coverage, hereby breaking the virus
chain,” Sandeep Gulati, i
director, Manpow erGroup Indiasaid.

post-pandemic recovery. The 'Great
Resionation'i o ’ h

s
the hiring sentiments in com panies
especially in the IT and
technology sectors”.
However, due to the skill

the strongest hiring intentions for
January-March quarter, followed by
south and west. When asked about
mandating vaccines, the survey
revealed that 91 per cent of employ ers
will mandate double vaccination and
require prooffor all staff w hie 3 per cent
will dlow individuals to decide.

The survey further noted that digital
rdles are mostindemand. IT, 9,

gap, talent shortag s
to prevailand ithas become
increasingly difficult for
companies tofind and hire
the right talent, Gulati said,
adding hat* Coupled withthat
is the new variant that is
seemingly creating volatiity
forthe administrators”.
Employers in large
organisations report he most
opimistic outook with 51 per
cent intending to hire in the

telecom, communications and media
reported the s frongest outlook (60 per
cent), followed by restaurants and
hotels (56 per cent) and banking,
finance, insurance and real estate (52
per cent). Accordingto the survey,
more employ ers are embracing the
blend of work atoffice and work from
home. Corporates expect to adopt
hy brid working for 51 per cent of
finance and accountingand 49 per cent
ofhuman resource s taff, w hile 45 per
and T

q pared with25
per centin smallcompanies.
Employersin he northreport

is ex pg cted to be atthe workplace all
thetime.

to face it boldly.
Bengal cyclone

toll could be even higher.

venture. Speaking at a public meeting organised by the
Janata Party in Ahmedabad soon after the end of the
national council session, Desai said he could sacrifice his
life in the cause of democracy and clean public life. Referring
to the party’s decision to forge opposition unity, he was
emphatic that the Janata Party would not break up again if
different parties came together. Desai said that care would
be taken while admitting in to the party those who had
brought about its downfall. Desai advised the people not to
be disheartened by the deteriorating political situation but

The death toll in Thursday’s cyclone ravages in the
Sunderbans of the 24-Parganas district and parts of
Midnapore district has now reached 95, as more casualty
reports were coming in on December 13. Retuming, from
her visit to the devastated areas, 24-Parganas district
magistrate Ranu Ghosh, told UNI that she feared the death

Swachh Technology ..
fdcostefecive and i

and he best 03 State/

technology solutions that can be
adopted and replicated at scale
across urban hdia.

As per the challenge toolkit,
04 basic themaic areas brchallenge
viz, Social inclusion, Zero dump,
Plastic Waste Management,
Transparency in solid waste
management & sanitation and any
other. Top 03 solutions across the
country will be felicitated w ith an
awardin the Swachh Survekshan
2022 Award ceremony. The

ANI Secretary of VHP..

districts for in-house treatment,
providing Cattle lifing (Modern
Crane facility - Light Vehicle
mounted) Vehicle, prohibition on
Cow & Bull ing as No

from... Page 01

willbe assessed a City
level, the best s ubmission will be

for State UT Level

UT level entries will be
recommended for National Level
assessment

The Port Blair Municipal
Council (PBMC) invites City&
State Level innov ative solutions on
solid waste & sanitation related
issues from individuals, startups,
companies, academic instituions,
Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs). Parastatals, etc. the
more informationof this Challenge
is available on PBMC's website
at htips://pbmc.gov.in and the
A&N Administrations page
at https I

from... Page 01

www .andaman.gov.in For
participation may visitto https://
forms gleix bRmNw FBVXpoGuo9
or scan QR Code

The last date of receipt of
online entries is 31¥December,
2021 and the best 05 selected
proposals will be awarded as per
the recommendatons of Selection
Committee at Urban Local Body
Level (Port Blair Municipal
Council) & same will be forw ard
to the State Level for selectingbest

Good governance.

Shri. Ajoy Baragi, State BJP
President speaking about Shri. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ji who was an
Indian polifcian, extraordinary orabr
and wiiter. hfflastuctre projects got
a priority during the Vajpayee Ji
years which later governments
have maintained. Shii. VishalJoly,
National Executive Member,BJP
also shared the working of present
governmentunderthe leadership of
Prime Minisr Shri. NardenaModi
Ji is unbiased, transparent,

03 nomil tor

National level. The results for the
ULB level challenge will be
announced on 6" January, 2022

dev elopment: ted and public-
centric. Many sustainable
development projects for

certificate for in he past
5years, construction of Cattle In-
house Maintenanc e pound for up-
keeping dl Ov eraged cattie insead
of ing for i

Modern Slaughter house exists
here, conduct of disciplinary
proceedings against Govt.
Veterinary Doctors who issued

and providing Cattle feeds in a
subsidised low costing, based on
Aadhar seeded cattle to each
Famer/ Household / Entrepreneur.

Low Pressure over ..

pressure/depression islying in the
equatorial region between 0°and
7°N. Therefore, the sy stem lacks
support of ‘Coriolis Force’, v ery
essential for strengthening of
weather perturbaions. Higher the
latitude, more is the magnitude of
Coridis force. Practically, itis zero
atequator and negligible betw een
5°N and 5°S. Accordingly, this
weather system is not likely to
grow into any significant sy stem.
Onthe contrary, this will weaken
over Straitof Malacca and Malay
Peninsula from 20"December

Sfrom... Page 01
orward. Asa weak low asscciaed
wih feeble cy clonic circulation, the
system will move away from
Andaman Sea and head for Gulf of
Thailand and adjoining landmass.
It is ex pected to get filled up by
22"December.

Under the influence of this
system, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands may have heavy rains on
20" and 21°December. Rains will
not be very intense and
continuous, as the islands will be
placed at a safe distance from the
core area of the sy stem.

India votes against move..

peace and confiicts worldwiide. As
ofnow, the appropriate UN rum to
discuss all matters on climate
change is the UN Framew ork
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC),w hose more than 190
members meet multiple imes ev ery
year, including at a two-w eek
annual conference bwards theend
ofthe year.

One of the lesser discussed
aspects of climate change is its
impacton international peace and
security, a direct effect of climate-
induced foodand waer shortages,
loss of land or livelihoods, or
migration. The sponsors, and
supporters, ofthe draft resolution
argued thatthis had implications for
the UN field missions deploy ed to
maintain peace and security, and
therefore, itw as j i

from... Page 01

climatechange decision-making.
Explaining ifs decision to vote
against he draft resaufon, hdiasaid
UNFCCC already offered an
“elaborae and equitable archiecure”
withequal voice forevery country
and adequate recognition of every
country’s “national cicumstances”.
“We, therefore, need to ask
ourselv es whatis it that we can
collectively do under this draft
resolution which we cannot
achieve under the UNFCCC
process,” Tirumurti said. “Why is
itthat one needs a UN Security
Council res olution to take action
on climate change whenwe have
commitments made under
UNFCCC towards concrete
climateaction? The honestanswer
is that there is no real requirement

to be taken up at the Security
Courcil.

India, China and Russia had
been opposing this mov e from the
beginning, arguing that Security
Council interventions on climate
change will undermine the
UNFCCC process, and provide
disproportionate influence to a
handful of dev eloped countries on

forthis lution ex cept for the
purpose ofbringing climate change
under the ambit of Security
Council, and the reason for thatis
now decisions can be taken
without involvement of most
dev eloping countries and without
recognising consensus.”"And all
this can be done in the name of
preserving international peace and
security,”.

CBSE Schools advised..

their innate creative talents is a
res ponsibility of the school and
sociely in generd. Performing arts
and fine arts help the students
dev elop aesthetics, balance, self-
fulfiment etc. Also, in this fast-
changing gobally comectedw orid,

from... Page 01

itis crucialto

Pfizer Covid vaccine cuts Omicron
hospitalisations by 70% in real-world study

Wales, 14" Dec, 2021: Two
doses of Pfizer-BioNTech's Covid-
19 vaccine appear to have given
70% protecton against
hospitalisation in South Africa in
recentw eeks, a major real-w orld
study on the potential impact of
Omicronshowed on Tuesday, as
the country batiles a spike in
inkctions linkedto thenew v ariant.

Thestudy released by South
Africa’s largest private health
insurance administrabr, Discov ery
Health, was bas ed on more than
211,000 positive Covid-19 test
results rom 15 November to 7
December, around 78,0000fw hich
wereattribuied to Omicron.

The 78,000 results are not
confrmed Omicron cases, meaning
the study is not able to draw

conclusiv efindings about the v ariant
labelled “of concern” by the World
Health Organization.

SouthAfrican scientists hav e
so far confirmed around 550
Omicron with the

with South Africa’s Medical
Research Council (SAMRC), the
red-w orldstudy calculad hattwo
doses of Pfizer-BioNTech offered
70% protecton  against

variant accounting for 78% of
sequences from November, more
thanthe previously dominantDelta
varint.

SouthAfrica alerted thew orld
toOmicron te last month, tiggering
alarm thatitcould cause another

during the recent
surgein cases and 33% proection
againstinfection.

South Africa is using the
Pfizer-BioNTech and Johnson &
Johnson vaccinesin its Covid-19
immunisationcampaign, with more
than 20 million Pfizer doses

surge in global infections, and
leading to the imposition of travel
resticions on southern Afica. South
Africa’s daily infctions have since
risen to around 20,000 in recent
days. Based on analysis by
Discovery’s clinical research and
actuarialteams, and in collaborafon

sofar. that
therewas a higher risk of einkction
during the fourth wav e than during
previouswaves and that the risk of
hospitalisation among adults
diagnosed with Covid-19 was 29%
low er thanduring the country’s frst
wave early lastyear.

7.3-Strong Earthquake Hits Indonesia,

No “Threat of Tsunami”

Earthquake In Indonesia: The USGS said the quakestruck at adepth
of 76 kilometres (47 miles) in the Flores Sea at 0320 GMT.

Jakarta: A 7.3-magnitude
earthquake stuck easern hdonesia
on Tuesday, the US Geological
Survey said, causing panic butno
deaths or major damage were
repored.

The epicentre was in the
Flores Sea, north of East Nusa
Tenggaraprovince, w here he quake
sparked error afterhitting in the late
moming (0320 GMT).

“Iwas in the field. Peopleran
inpanic. lam stil... scared,” said
Nuraini, a resident of Adonara island
in the East Flores regency.

No significant damage or
fataities w ere mmediately reported,
but Indonesian authorities urged
caution with more than a dozen
smaller aftershocks detected.

One person was injured in
Manggarai, East Nusa Tenggara,
and aschod buidingw as damaged
onSelayar island, natonal disaster
agency spokesman Abdul Muhari
saidin a statement.

The impactof the quake was

roots by preserving, promotingand
popularizing natonal heritage. The
ideal way bdoits by encouraging
the students to dev elop a tase and
interest in classical/ folk music,
dance and art, the Board said.

stillbeing headded.
The intensity ofthe shaking
sparkedpanicin many areas, with
videos from some tow ns and
villages shared on social media
showing people running outside,
someholding smal children.

Streets were seen clogged
withtraffic as v ehicles attempted to
leave for safe locafons.

The USGS placed the
epicentre at a depth of 18.5
kilometres (11 miles), around 100
kibmetres north of the Flores istand
town of Maumere, home to more
than 80,000 people, where the
quake disrupted coronavirus
inoculations.

“People were receiving
vaccines whenthe quake hit. They
ran in panic,” said Maumere
residentYulus Tara.

“There were more than 200
people...andthe (v accinafon) ev ent
stopped because of the quake.”

Thousands in Maumere
sought safety on higher ground,
fearng a tsunami.

“Wewil stay here... because
we are afaid ofaftershocks,” said
HusriTamrin.

ThePacific Tsunami Waming
Center said the quake no longer
posed a threat of tsunamis after
earlier warning that such waves
were possible within a 1,000-
kilometre radus of he epicentre.

Ind i ities also

strong,” said Alwan, aresidentof
Butonin Southeast Sulaw esi —one
of the areas where the tsunami
waming was issued.

Indonesia experiences
frequent quakes and volcanic
eruptions due to its position on the
Pacific “Ring of Fire”, an arc of
intense seismic activity w here
tecbnic plates collide thatstrethes
from Japanthrough SouheastAsia
and acoss the Pacific basin.

AmongIndonesi’s history of
deadly quakesis a devastting 9.1-
magnitide tremorin 2004 thatstruck
off the coast of Sumatra and
friggered a tsunami that killed
220,000 throughout the region,
including about 170,000 in
Indonesia.

TheBoxingDay tragedy was
ore ofthe deadliestnatural disasters
in recorded history. In 2018, a
pow erful quake shook the island of
Lombok and sev eral more tremors
follow ed over the next couple of
weeks, kiling more than 550 people
on the holiday island and
neighbouring Sumbawa.

Later that year, a 7.5-

i ke and

lifted their tsunami warning. “lwas
checking my phone w hen the quake
hit. | felt itfor 30 seconds. Itwas

tsunami inPalu on Sulawesi island
let more than4,300 people deador
missing.

and modern fcilities
intiafv es hav e be laid dow n forour
Islands viz. North & Middle

Andaman Bridge, AirportProject,
OFC cable etc.

Dr. Poonam Arora, State
Coordinator, Good Governance
briefed about the activities pianned
to celebrate the Good Gov emance
Day by Bharatiya Janata Party, A
&N Islands which will connectto
70 Panchayatand 24 wards were
the beneficiaries of various Govt.
Schemes will be invited, felicitate
and the State & local leaders will
educated and motivate them on
Good Gov erance.

A contestw il beorganizedfor
Young Indians (Age group: 18-25),
wherethey can wrte Slogan/Poem
showcasing #My Idea for Good
Gov ernance 2022. A campaign wil

Sfrom... Page 01

be run from 16th - 25th December
2021 #My Stories #Beneficiaries,
where any beneficiaries of Govt.
Schemes can pen downor write
theirsuccessil stories b encourage
more and more people to av il the
benefits under the schemes . The
winners of the contest will be
announced in an event on 25th
December 2021 at State BJP
Kary alay, Middle Point, PortBlair.
The 1st prize -Rs.10,000/-, 2nd
Prize -Rs.8,000/- & 3rd Prize -
Rs.5000/-. Thelast date of entries
for the contest is 24th December
2021. Al details regarding the
contestcan beseenat BJP Twiter,
WhatsApp, Instagram & Facebook
handle from 16t onwards.

Over 8.51akh Indians gave up citizenship in
past7 years till Sept30: Govt

New Delhi, 14" Dec, 2021:
More than 8.5 lakh Indians
renounced their citizenship in the
pastsevenyears til September30,
the Centre informed
the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday citing data
available with the
Union ministry of
home affairs.

Union minister
of state for home
aftirs Nity anand Rai
had told the
Parliament  on
December 1 that
6,08,162 Indians
gave up teir citizenship in the past

havegivenup theirciizenshipsince
2017, the government stated.

This dev elopmentcomes ata
time whenthe Union home ministry

has amounced thatitis y et b take

sevenyears fill 20. Of
this, 1,11,287 people renounced their
Indian ciizenship this y ear itselftill
September 20. He added that
10,645 foreign nationals, mosty from
Pakistan (7,782) and Afghanistan
(795), appliedfor Indian citizenship
between 2016 and 2020. He also
said hatmorethan 100 la&kh hdians
are currently living overseas.As
many as 8,81,254 Indan natonals

any decisi creating apan-Ind
National Register of Citizens
(NRC). The Centre, how ever, said
any one who comes under the
umbrella of the Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA) can apply
for Indiancitizenship afterthe rules
ofthe law are notified.

The law, which Rai said
came into effecton January 10,
2020, led to enormous protests

across the country soon after its
initial notification in December
2019. One of the most prominent
incidents among them was the
Delhi riots, which
resulted in bloodshed
and injured over 200
pecple.

The CAA that
was cleared to
provide citizenship to
Hindus, Sikh,
Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Chrisfans
from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and
Pakistan, who
crossed ov erto Indiatill December
31, 2014, was termed
unconstitufonaland discriminatory
by he opponents ofthelaw. ltwas
akocalled out for secudngMuslims
and associaing ciizenship withfaith
inasecular nation like India.

The Bharatiya Janata Party -
led cental government has asked
for another six-month ex tension il
January 2022 to prepare the rules
under CAA.

Netflix slashes its India pricing,
now available at Rs 149 per month

Port Blair, 14" Dec, 2021
Netfiix is reducing its India pricing
for he firstime since the service’s
foray in 2016 as itlooks to ramp up
its user base amid intense
competitionand a rising appetite for
digitl contentin the country.

The entry-level Basic plan,
thatallow s subscribers tow atchits
shows and films in standard
definiion (SD) on a single mobile,
tablet, computer or television screen
ata time, has been slashed to Rs
199 per month from Rs 499 per
monh.

Meanw hile, the Standard tier
which offers high-definition (HD)
contentalong with supportfor two
concurrent screens, has been
reducedto Rs 499 per month from
Rs 649 per month.The serv ice’s
mostex pensive Premium tier that
ofers Ultra high-definifon (UltraHD)
content with support for four
concurentscreens, is now priced
atRs 649permonth, down fomRs
799 per month Netfix's mobile-only

planwhichwas introduced inIndia
inJuly 2019 atRs 199 per month,
will now be available for Rs 149
permonth. The new pricing wil be
applicablefrom he user's nextbiling
cycle. Monika Shergill, VP-
Content, Netflix India, told
Money contol they are also rolling
outanew auto-upgrade feature for
existing members starting
December 14, w herein he sevice
wil show apopup hatallow s users
toaub-upgrade heirplan b the next
tierifthey are comfortable paying
theexisting prices.

Forinstnce, ifthe user is on
theold Rs 499 Basic plan andthey
confirm the upgrade, they will
aubmatically be moved tothe rext
tier ‘Standard’ which now has the
same Rs 499 price. Alternativ ely,
users canalso decline he upgrade
to avail the low er pricing.

Netflix 's costly pricing has
beenone ofhe key roadblocks for
theservice’s grow th in the county,
especialy asitcompeeswit rivas

suchas Disney + Hotstar, Amazon
Prime Video, Zee Entertainment's
ZEES5, and Sony Pictures
Network’s Sony LIV among others.

While the company doesn’t
offer a country -wise breakup of its
members, a recent report by
independentresearch and consuling
fim MediaParhers Asia (MPA) had
projectedthe service’s subscriber
base at 5.5 million by the end of

Thisincludes esing acheaper
entry-level plan earlier this year,
givingfree weekend access b non-
subscribers in December 2020, and
testngw eekly plans anddiscounied
long-term subscription plans last
year. It alsomade select shows
and movies available for free to all
users across the world in August
lasty ear.

The company has also
rampedup is contentprogramming
in India, releasing its largest-ev er
roster of morethan 40 original ftles
in March thisy ear.

CM K
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OMICRONNOREASONTO RUSH
BOOSTERDECISION: EXPERTS

Biology, holds that boosters may help
even as he suggests high-risk people
receiving inactivated virus vaccines
may be prioritised first. Other high-risk
and high-exposure healthcare workers
should be next, while ensuring the pool
of fully vaccinated expands.

“The inherent transmissibility of
Omicron is unknown because in
today's world, there is enough
immunity (infection, vaccine) that
immune escape can explain most of
the current advantage against Delta.
However, it is likely

comply with Covid-appropriate
behaviour.

The government’s primary focus
at present remains faster delivery of
second doses to reach a critical 80%
coverage as that is paramount to
prevent severe infection and deaths,
even from Omicron, officials said.

Meanwhile, scientific advisory
groups including ICMR and National
Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation are exploring various
options for additional doses.

NEW DELHI: The government’s

scientific advisory groups are
considering a booster or third dose of
Covid vaccines for those who are
immunocompromised or people at
high risk, including elderly, even as new
variant Omicron is not as yet seen as a
reason to speed up a decision on the
third dose.

“The clinical picture emerging
worldwide is that Omicron is causing
only mild disease. Even a third dose
will not prevent acquisition of

Omicron. These vaccines do not
prevent infections. They only reduce
severity. So, those who have already
received the vaccine, even if they get
infected with Omicron, it will cause
mild disease only. So, theargument that
lower efficacy of vaccine caused mild
disease does not hold true,” says
Samiran Panda, Head of Epidemiology
& Communicable Diseases at Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).

Anurag Agarwal, director, CSIR
Institute Of Genomics and Integrative

BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies
@ bsf.gov.in

BSF Recruitment 2021 | Constable, HC & ASI Posts | 72 Vacancies | Last Date:
Within 45 Day's | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in

BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security Force (BSF)invites online application from
capable persons tofill up ASI, HC & Constable posts. They are announced 72 vacancies

to be high
(transmissible) and
comparable

Delta,” Agarwal said '
that even though

there is  high

immunity post-Deha‘

and vaccination,
Omicron may still
spread faster due to
the changes in spike
protein. This
highlights theneed to

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in

GRSE Recruitment 2021 | Supervisor & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 15| LastDate
19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ ww w .grse.in
GRSE Recruitment2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited invites
online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the following
posts on fixed term Thereare 15 vacancies will be filled by GRSE Limited. Now it has
blished adv [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:

for these Group-C Ci posts in Ei set up of BSF. Applicants who are
seeking or Central Gov ernmentjobs may apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
advertisedvacancies, candidates shouldread he noffication to check the eligbility. Interested
candidates need to submitthe application through online mode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselves within 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv erisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 nofification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment2021 @
www rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates whohad Class 10t/ ITV/Di usethis
chanceto start &dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian nafonal to apply for
these BSF Group C posts. BSF expects both male & female eligible candidates to fulfil the
vacant positions. Number of v acancies may change as per requirement. Experience in
relevantfield is essentia to apply forthis BSF jobs. More details ofBSF Constablerecruitment
2021, selectionlist, meritlist, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
websie.

Steps to Apply Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification

Go to official webste rectt.bsfgov.in.

Find &click on appropriate notification.

Readthe notification horoughly.

Fill the online applicationform.

Submit& take a copy of filled form.

Please visit www . bsf.gov.in to know details of BSF job opportunity. Herew e have
prescribed educational qualifcation, agelimit, selection process, apply mode &steps to apply.
Looking fow ard with ww w daily recruitment.in toknow latest job updates.

AIC India Recruitment 2021, Apply 31
MT & Hindi Officer Vacancies @

www.aicofindia.com

AIC India Recruitment 2021 | Management Trainee & Hindi Officer Posts | Total
Vacancy 31/ Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Recruitment Notification @
www.aicofndia.com

AIC India 2021: Agri I Company of India Limited (AIC) a
leading Crop Insurance Company, invites online applications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm entof Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer-2021-22/], there are 31 vacancies w ill be filled by AIC
Agriculture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates who are
searching Central government]obs Kindly make the online registration from 23.11.2021. As
per the AIC i ion, online appli will be received up to 13.12.2021.
AIC Insurance recruitment notification &AIC of India recruitment Apply online link is av ailable
@ www .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company of India selection will be based on Online Exam and
Personal Inerview . Selecied candidatew il beatanyw herein hdia. Candidates w hoare seeking
Engineeringjobs must check heireligibility i.e. fon, age limit i and
et. Canddates apply ngforthe postofManagementTrainee shouldapply forany ONE discipline
only. Notmore on br the post of Trainee & Hindi Officer shouldbe
submitted by any candidate. More detais of AIC Agriculture v acancy, AIC hsurance
Jobs notices, syllabus, answerkey, mertlist, selecioniist, admitcard, resut, upcoming notficaions
andetc. willbe uploaded on officialw ebsite.

Herey ou wil geti fMT & Oter li age limit,
mode, feeand how b apply. Keep checkwww.daly i i o

e
01/2021 ] for engagement of Supervisor & Design Assistant Supervisor posts & postwise
vacancy details are given below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central govt
those candidates kindy make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidates kindly submltyourhard copy ofthe onlne form togiven address on
or before 28.12.2021. & wil be based
on Written Testand testwill be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Su pervisor recruitment online
application link and GRSE Kolkata Recruitment notification is available in official websne

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PostHO vacancies |Last
date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ il.org

CMRL Recrultment2021 Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
qualified and ex peri | for the appointment to the postof General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM Manager DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before finalsubmission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may send thelrﬁlled appllcanon form along with the s elf-atte sted
copies of certificates in support of ion, experience certi birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form will notbe considered for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitment site.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188 Group C
Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment2021 |MTS, LDC & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 days | Download Indian Army Recruitment Notification @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment2021: Indian Military Academy (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook IT, MT Driver (Ordinary Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly, MTS (Chowkidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment Repairer, Bicy cle Repairer,
MTS (Messenger), Laboratory Attendantposts. It invites offline application from eligible
candidates. There are 188 vacancies wil be filled by IMA Dehradun andpost wise vacancy
details are given below. Candidates who are searching Defence Jobs kindly submit the
application in the prescribed fomat w ithin 45 day s from the date ofpublication of advertisement
in Employment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Recruitment 2021 Nofification & Indian
Military Academy Recruitment application form is available @ www .indianarmy.nic..in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs mustcheck their eligibility i.e.
educational qualification, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection will be based on Written
Test& Skill Testand selected candidates will be appointed atDehradun. More details of
www.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answer
key, meritlist, selection list, admitcard, result, upcoming central govt jobs nofifications and
etc. will be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check heireigibiliy ie.
agelimit ex perience andetc. Applications viaonline mode only willbe accepted. More detals
of GRSE latest notification, latestjobs, upcoming GRSE vacancies, meritlist, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. will beav ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How to apply GRSE Recruitment Notifcation 2021

Go to oficial websitegrse.in.

Click “Career” find the adv ertisement * GRSE Employ ment Notificaion No. HR/SUP:01/
2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS-ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)’,
click on he adv ertisement.

Notificafon will open read itand check Eligibility.

Go b ->jobapply.ingrse2021app

Find the link, click on the link.

Ifyou are new user, you have to make registration otherw ise y ou may login toyour
accountthen start toapply.

Finally click submitbutton and take the printofthe application form.

Youmay visitGRSE careers to getmore detils about GRSE recruitment. Here y ouwill
getinformation of Apprentice & Trainee posts ike ion, age limit,
mode andhow toapply. Keep check www.daily in regularly toget &
upcominggovt exams.

OPaL Recruitment 2021(New), Apply

Executive Vacancies @ www.opalindia.in

OPaL Recruitment 2021 | Executive Posts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |
ONGC OPAL Job Notification @ www .opalindia.in

OPaL Recruitment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Limited (OPaL)is going toactivate
the online application link for OPal Ex ecutive vacancy. h OPAL latest vacancy nofification,
they are announced 13 vacancies in following functions such as Marketing, Material
& Company Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Government jobs will be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to submit the online application form for OPAL job nofification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 notification & apply online link for this currentjob openings w ill be
updated @ www .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pectcompetent personnel atex ecutive cadre to fill upthis ONGC OPAL latest
vacancy 2021. Candidates musthav e prov en track recordin Petochemicals/ relatedindustry
to apply forthis ONGC Petro additions vacancy. Before applying, aspirant needto check the
eligibiity. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interview . hcomplete application or
appications receiv ed after the lastdate wil be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
will be provided on CTC basis. More details of ONGC Petro additions

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Recruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & ician Apprentice | 179
| Last Date: 18.12.2021| FACT Job Notification @ fact.co.in

FACT Recruitment2021: Fertilisers and Chemicals Travancore Limited (FACT)is
going to hire candidatess for of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categs . Eligible ¢ are invited toapply for these 179
vacancies. Candidates who are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may apply
for this currentjob openings to join atFACT. Candidates are advised to register their name
inBOAT (www.mhrdnats.gov..in)/ NAPS (www apprenuceshlplndla org). The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT App 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprenice jobs will be based on meiitlist. Central Govtjob
seekers are instruced to apply for these FACT vacancies. Merit listwillbe prepared on basis
ofmarks secured inqualfy ing ination. FACT i 2021 notification pdf &
form are available from 23.11.2021 @ www .factco.in. Training will be prov ided for 1year.
Training locaton is FACT Kerala. must b hed the p ibed address on or
before the last date. More detais of FACT Appr 2021, meritlst,
resuls & upcoming job notices will be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Check www .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruiment. Educational qualifcation,
age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply have provided above. Looking
forward with www daily recruiment.into get recent updates.

K.R.G. Kalai Kaveri School

BUNIYADABAD
Post Box No. 16T,

Reg. No. 1230,/2005

Port Blair - 744 102

- ‘B?tara!hmmnyam
- Mohiniatt

www .opdindia.in recuitment, selection list, meritlist, resuits & upcoming job notices will be
uploaded at oficial w ebsite.

Visitwww .opalindia.in to getmore career opportunity @ ONGC OPaL. Link for OPaL
Latestvacancy has providedbelow. For latestupdates, check @ www .daily recruitmentin.
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MGNREGS SOCIAL AUDIT HIT, KERALA
SAYS FUNDS FROM CENTRE DELAYED

Social auditing, a crucial
componentofthe flagship MGNREGS,
has come to almost a standstill in
Kerala, with alargenumber of resource

persons quitting due to non-
disbursement of wages and
honorarium.

The financial crisis comes even as
the audit, which is conducted every six
monthsto check officialrecordsagainst
ground realities, fuces resistance from
local-level politicians in manyvillages.

Kerala claims to have received
only Rs 1.46 crore of its due share of
Rs 9.33 crore for this year; and said
salariesand honararium for more than
halfayearare pending.

The funds for the social audit unit
arereleased by the Union Ministry of
Rural Development (MoRD). The
MoRD did notrespond to queries on
the matter.

Kerala has 16,000 wards under
941 panchayats, and asocial audit unit
of thee resource persons is stipulated

for each panchayat. Recently the

number of village resource persons,
who are paid Rs 350 per day, per
panchayatwasreduced to two.

Kerala Social Audit UnitDirector
DrNRamakanthan said: “On account
of the non-release of funds during the
last financial year and inadequate
release in the current fiscal, the social
audit process in Kerala is facing a
severe crisis. Of the due share of Rs
9.33crore, the auditunit in Keralahas
got only Rs 1.46 crore. A sizeable
number of resource persons have quit

forwant of payment of wages. We are

alsounable torecruit new hands at the

village and block level.”
Ramakanthan said they had taken

up with the issue with the MoRD, and

the governing bodyof the social audit
unit has decided to fill vacant posts
anticipating allotment of funds.

Sources in the unitsaid thenumber
of social audits conducted have been
Salling. In 2019-2020, 2,831 wereheld
as against the mandatory figure of
16,000. “What is happening is only a
concurrent audit, done with the work.
Even that does not happen in all
panchayats. Of 941 panchayats in the
state, concurrent auditis held only in
half,” a source said.

Officials at the State MGNREGS
Mission p ointed out that independent
audits were necessary to prevent
irregularities. Incidentally, as asource
pointed out, despite audits held from
2017 to 2020 pointing out several
anomalies, “not a single paisa could
berecovered from the erring parties”.

Anotherhurdle in MNREGS social
auditin Kerala is the
management
information system
template. Under the
national-level plan,
the basic field of
activity is the village
panchayat, whereas
in Kerala it is the
ward. “Every village
panchayatin Kerala
has 14 to 18 wards
and the same
number of gram
sabhas. We have to
resolve the
systematic issue for
uploading the
reports in the
management
information system, "
an official said.

Big Tech companies raise new global

| OPEN SECRET

memory of he deceased. Floraltributes w ere ofered and atw o
minutes silence was observed for the decorated martyrs of
Indan armedforces. Also, the gahering pray ed tothe Aimighty
to grantthem eternalpeace.

The freedom and liberty we enjoy are much because of
the sacriices madeby valormen andw omenof the tri-services
atthe borders of our nation.
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Union Environment Minister calls for
innovative scientific steps to secure planet

Only calective global action cancombat
climate change and its challenges, Union

minister said.
"Private sector players are already

Energy transition in India is happening in
four forms, increasing electrification, higher

challenges, says IT minister Vaishnaw

Uniontelecomand IT miniser
Ashwini Vaishnaw listed Big Tech
asone of he top 5 challenges being
faced globally. Big technology
organisations have a significant
impacton and society

Partnership Summit organised by
the Confederation of Indian
Industries (Cll). “They also have
the power to change behavioural
aspects and affect decision-making

bilites which makes a

atlarge, he saidon Monday atthe

fundamental difierence in the vital

actvities of he country,” he added.

Vaishnaw had generally kept
his silence w hen itcame to Big
Techlike Google, Facebook etc
eversince he took over the high-
profile cabinet slot rom Ravi
Shankar Prasad back in the
summer His

cy ber security has become a
global phenomenon and as a
sociely, itis imperativeto establish
asynergy amongst counfries. “In
its preparedness to overcome the
threats being posed by cyber
security, India has been
consistently working tow ards

ingin relev ant and

predecessor, of
course, had spentthe
lastfew months ofhis
ministership Bking on
Big Tech—first by
passing the
Intermediary Rules
and then coming
down harshly on Big
Tech frms like Twiter
which failed to
comply with its
stipulations at first.
He also noted
that the challenge of

investmentinthe county,” he said.

Under the aegis of the Digital
India Initiative, which aims to
provide univ ersal internetaccess
to the country’s 1.3 billion
population, the Ministry of
Telecommunications has been
undertking sev eral steps toensure
that connectivity is available even
at the lastmile. “As ev erything
went digital, the pandemic made
us realise the importance of digital
connectiv ity and av ailability for
all,” Vaishnaw added.
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Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav has
said while calling for nnov ative and scientific
stepsto secure the planet.

In his keynote address at the recently
concluded'Sustinability Conclave: TargetNet
Zero', a two-day eventorganised by Bombay
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
Mumbai, Yadav said India has notcontributed
foclimat change.

"Weneedinnov ative, scenhic and urgem
steps b planet for fi

playingakey rolein this climate fight, with 64
Indian companies having pledged to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions lasty ear," he said
inhis virual address.

Taking aboutinvesments, he said higher
capitalis expected b bedivered tocompanies
atthe forefront ofthe cimate transition with huge
financing for companies lagging behind.

"The Indian cementindustry has already
ac hieved one of the biggest low carbon
across the world. We mustensure

India’s announcement at COP26 to reach Net
Zeroby 2070 is a great step considering that
ourcountry is nothe cause for cimate change
and has not been a historic contributor to
greenhouse emissions," he said.

"Having said that, hdia as a responsible
global pow er realizes thatonly collective global
action can combat climate change and its
chalenges,"Yadav said.

Pointing out that India has been pursuing
agradualtransition b 'NetZero'w hile striking a
balance between ecology, economic
developmentand sustainability, he said the
private sector plays animportant role in the
journey bwards Net Zero.

"| appeal to Bombay Chamber thaty our
actions, resources, capacity toinnovate and
greater reach are vital to swifly decarbonize
sectors, infrastructure, value chains and the
products and services they provide,” the

thatsustainable ffesty le and climate justi

penetration of cleaner fuel in the energy mix,
accelerated adoption of energy efficient
technologies and driving digitaisation,” he said.
Kant added, "The prime minister has
by 2047 when Indi
100y ears of Independence, we will become
independent of fossil fuel imports.”
"Technology and innovation can help
address this difficult trade-off and solve
developmental challenges by unlocking
exponential scale and accelerating inclusion.
Thei ion of and innov ation

atthe core of this journey,” Yadav said.

He reiterated that“w e have notinherited
this planet from our ancestors, but instead we
have borrowed itfrom our children and hence
mustleave it green and clean".

In his address on the first day of the
conclav e, Amitabh Kant, CEO, NIT| Aayog
said India's ambitious targets in COP26 should
be studied in tex tof i

with sustainability can already be seen in
paradigm-shifting solutions such as electric
vehicles, solar power, carbon capture and
storage technology, et,” shesaid.

Covering two days of dialogue and
discussions on Target Net Zero, the
Sustanability Conclave saw the stakeholders
come together to talk about how fo create a
i tomorrow .

ic push tow ards clean

"India is today invesing billons ofddlars
inelectric vehicle subsidy, ethanol blendngand
gasaine, solar PV and batery manufacturing,”
Kantsaid.

"Despite our track record in emissions,
India has already undertaken multiple initiativ es
for reducing economy -wide emissions,
especially those from the energy sector,” he
sad.
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The panel discussion on Sustainability
Makes Business Sense saw some of the
country's leading CEOs sharing their insights
onthe topic.

The panelistsincluded R Mukundan, MD
& CEO, Tata Chemicals; Neeraj Akhoury,
CEO, Holcim India and MD & CEO, Ambuja
Cements Ltd; Anita Marangoly George,
executive vice-president, deputy head - COPQ
Global CDPQ India and Anjali Bansal.
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