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Thought for today

Ifyou miss an
opportunity, do not
cloud your eyes with
tears; keep yourvision

clearso that youwill
not miss the next one.

Last date for
IGNOU admission
extended

Port Blair, Dec 08: The last
date for Admission to all UG & PG

programmes (ex cept semester
based, Certificate/Diploma/PG
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Shortage of teachers mars quality
education in govt. schools in isles

mer civic chief bats for CTET qualified candidates
sanctioned vacancies

Port Blair, Dec 08: An
adequate student-eacher ratio is the
cornerstone of quality teaching-
learning process and without the
i of sufficient number of

Diploma pl ) in Indira
Gandhi Nationa Open University's
for Juy 2021, is extended upb 12th
December, 2021 without any late
fees. For Online admission, log on
- https://ignouadmission.
samarth.edu.in and for Offline
Admissions, brms can becoleced
from Regional Centre Office at
Mohanpura during w orking hours
ensuring social distancing norms.
For more details, visit IGNOU
Website — www.ignou.ac.in or
contactIGNOU Regional Centre,
Port Blair, Kannada Sangha
Building, Near Syndicate Bank,
Mohanpura, Port Blair. Phone:
03192-242888 or 03192-230111,
Emai: reportblair@ignou.ac.in.

teachersinplace educaionis bound
tosuffer. Wil insufficient recruitment
of teachers be immediately
addressed or wil our government
schods coninue b suffer, questions
Sunita freting about the academic
future of her daughter w ho studies
at government school in North
Andaman. Governmentschools in
these islands are faced with an
importantcrisis that needed urgent
atention. Despite sanctioned posts,
several government schools are
running short of teachers across
theseislands, as per reports.
“Lack of teachers
hampers e day to day functioning
ofthe schools across these islands
and this means that the quality of

education being imparted in these
schools also has to suffer. Its an
iony hat despie anumber ofvacant
postsin the Education Deparment,
several schools across these
islands are unning shortofeachers.
Moreover, there are several
aspirants who have passed the
CTET exams and are waiting for
the Education Department to iniiiate
the recruitment drive to fill up
sanctioned posts of teachers.
However due tothe delay, they fear
losing he opportunity after crossing
the age-limit,” said aCTET qualifed
teacher.

Former Chairperson of
Muricipa Council, Mr KGaneshan
say s that there are many students
who tell him thatthey sit clueless
as teachers are forced to teach
subjects they themselves don't
undersandw ell. The Deparimentof
School Education and Literacy,

Ministry of Human Resource
Dev elopmenthad directed the UT
Administration to ll up570 post of
elementary schools, 20 posts of
Headm asters/Principals and 100
posts of subject teachers in
secondary schoals by August2020.
Various political parties have time
and again raised the issue of
shortage ofteachers in government
schodls before various authorities.
However the Directorate of
Education has taken no steps in
this regard. it should im mediately
launch a recruitmentdriveto fill up
allvacantposs inthe larger interest
ofthe students in these islands, said
Mr Ganeshan.

It may be recalled that in
December 2019, Mr Kuldeep Rai
Sharma, Member of Parliament
raised the issue of shortage of
Principal, Vice Principal and
Teachersineducation departmentof

Andaman and Nicobar Islands in he
Parliament. The Member of
Parliament had stated that though
there are 329 Gov ermentschools
inthe Islands outofw hich thereare
46 GovtSenior Secondary Schools,
only nine posts of Principals have
been filled in sofar. He also stated
that outof 182 Primary schools only
46post ofHeadmasters havebeen
filled up. “Since 2013 no post of
Principal has been filled inw hereas
since 2017 o post of Head master
has been filed. In Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, there remains
acute shortage of Principal, Head
Master and teaching staff and
informed e Parliament that in these
Islands there are lots of CTET
passed unemploy ed eachers , who
can be accommodated to these
vacantposts for whichimmediate
remedial action is needed to be
taken,” he had stated.

were on board.

severeburns. There is no oficial word on
Rawats condition.General Rawat's wife, his Defence
Assistant, security commandos and Air Force personnel

“An IAF Mi-17 V5 helicopter, with CDS Gen Bipin
Raw atonboard, metw ihanaccidenttoday near Coonoor,
Tami Nadu. An hquiry has been ordered to ascertainthe
causeof the accident,” tw eetedthe Air Force.

The crash took place shortly afer the Russian-made
Mi-17 V5 chopper took off from the Air Force base in

New Delhi, 8" Dec, 2021: Amiliary choppercarry ng
Chiefof Defence Staff Biph Raw atand 13 more crashed
shortly after bke-of today inTamilNadu. Thirteen people
have died and one male survivor is being treated fcr

‘ ‘ India’s foremost military officer, Chief of D efence
StaﬁBrprn Rawat was killedin a chopper crashnear Oaty on
g to the Air Force, Gen Bipin Rawat, his

See... Page 02

wife Madhulka Rawat and 11otherpersons ded Uniondefence
minister Rajnath Singh is likely to give a statement on the
accident in Parliament tomorrow. Sources said that at least
three injured from the crash have been taken to hospital. There
were nine people on board, apart fromthe crew. According to
sources, Rawat's staff and some family members were also
on board the Miseries helicopter. The helicopter belonged to
the 109 Helicopter Unit based at the Sulur airbase near
Caimbatore. It was aM17 V5 variant, one of the kitest versions
of miltaty transport helicopter available around the world. , )

Final rites of Mithun Das
performed at Madhupur in Diglipu

Life of 25 yr old lost allegedly due to lack of

basic Scan services, inapt treatment at GBPH

Port Blair, Dec 08: The
shattered family of 25 year old,
MitunDas, perbrmed thefind ries
ofthe deceased attheir native place
in Madhupur, Diglipur on Tuesday.
Hundreds of villagers of the area
atended hefuneral ceremony. Whie
praying for etemal peace for the
departed soul, he vilagers uedthe
poorheatth care serv ices at the lone
referral hospital, GB Pant Hospital
atPort Blair, forw hich the 25y ear
old lost his life, as per reports. This
daily reported hat the deceased,
Mithun Das, accidently fell from the
four foor ofhis residence ataround
8am onDec 1. He was mmediately
shified to GB Pant Hospital for
treatment. In the absence of a
Radiologist, CT Scan coud notbe
performed and doctors atendingthe
patientrecommended an XRay to
ascertain the ex tent of injuries
sustained in the mishap. Official
procedures sucha record entry of
the patient was done on a mobile
phoneandthe preliminary treatment

of e patient started. Subsequently
onDec 2, the patientw as referredto
AmritaHospitlfor a CT Scanwhere
famiy members were charged Rs
4000/- for he scan. The CT Scan
repotwas forw amded tothe GB Pant
Hospital, but the patient slippedinto
comaon the nex tday. The condition
of the patient showed some
improvementandfamily members are
preparedto airffthe patient tomainland
for specialized medical care.
Unfortunately the patientsuccumbed
to njuries on the 4th ofthls month.

functioning cf equipments and
av ailability of components is
generating anger among residents
here. This is sheerw aste oftax payers’
money. Poor people, in parfcular, are
forced b dish outhuge money fom
teirpocket toundergotests atprivae
diagnosfc centes. Lack ofa doctorto
prepare MRI Scan report has
rendered the facility redundant and
needy pafents from remote parts of
these islands are forced to return
dejeced fom he reerd hospid. The
hosptal authorities should ensure

and equ'prnens av alable, failure of

proper of the surgical
equpment forhe beneitofpaients

BSNL to start Wi-Fi hotspot from
tomorrow in Diglipur bazaar

:: DJ Venkatesh ::

Diglipur, Dec 08: Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) is
launching Wi-Fi hotspot in Diglipur
from bmomrow . The Wi-Fihotspotis
launching under the first Prime
Minister’s Wi-Fi Access Netw ork
Interface (PM-WANI) project to
provide Internet service through
Public Data Offices (PDOs)

The Wi-Fiwill be av aiable at
avery affordable price. Toaccess
dat need to getauthenticated, avail
plan, and thereafter access
Broadband. Users need to stay

within range of the signal which
covers a 100 meters radius
currently. The Internet signals are
broadcasted out hrough the nearby
access pont.

1.Gb, 1 day validity will be
available for Rs.9, soas 2 GB, 2
days forRs.19, 7 GB 7 day s for
Rs.39, 15GB 15 days available
for Rs59 and 30 GB with 30 days
valdity available for Rs.69/-.

When the user reaches a
Public Wi-Fi Hotspot, than user
have to search available WIFI
network.. in mobile phone BSNL

WIFIwill show . The user can then

choose the Public Wi-Fi netw ork,
pay an amount either online or
through PDO agent and use the
network till the balance is
exhausted. Presently one sy stem
has been installed near the police
booth at R. Karthik stores. Other
areas will be covered near the
Administrative building, near
Goenka, Coast Guard, Aerial Bay
Bazar & CHC. By the end of this
month Kalighat, Ramnagar, Kalara,
Milangram, Radhanagar, and
NaveenNagar will becovered.

AATO, Ministry of Tourism
celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav with befitting events

Port Blair, Dec 08: The
Andaman Association of Tour
Operators in association with
Ministry of Tourism celebrated Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav in a befiting
manner. In a grand function
organized by the assodiation a the
Maharashtra Mandal on Monday,
the assoc ation also felicitated the
brave Jet Ski operators who

recently saved lives of six
fishermen from drow ning.

The functionwas part of the
series of events organized by
AATO as part of Azadi KA Amrit
Mahotsav. The association had
earlier organized a heritage walk,
FAM tours for the BBA Tourism
students of JNRM college, a
photography competition and

Rangoli competition to mark 75

yearsof India’s independence.
Shri M. Vinod, President of
AATO appreciaked and Elicitatd he
award winners of various
competitions and highlighted the
efbrts of AATO in promofing tourism
inAndamanand alsotheimportance
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
See...Page 02

12 arrested for selling illicit liquor

Port Blair, Dec 07: In
continuafon to the intensive drive,
the Poiice Bams of South Andaman
District Police are continuously
making all possible efforts to curb
down the menace cfillegal sale of
illicit liquor in their concerned
jurisdictions. Allthe history sheeters
are being continuously monitored

and raids are beingconducied daily.

Duringthe period from 01/12/
2021 to 06/12/2021, a total of 12
Excise cases were registered in
different Police Stations of South
Andaman District against
booteggers. A blof33 Nos. 750m|
IMFL, 01 No. 375 ml IMFL, 92
Nos. 180ml IMFL and 03 Kg of

Handia were seized. All the 12
accusedpersons were arestedfor
illegal sale of liquor. Prev entive
acfons arealso being tekenagainst

em.
The South Andaman District
Poiice is taking al possible stepsto
make this district free from
See...Page 02

Capacity building prog. for

PortBlair, Dec 08: The Distict
Child Protection Unit, South
Andaman organised a progamme
on “Sensitization of Staff of Child
Carelnstituton in handing Diferent
Medical Ailments” on Wednesday

in the Conference Hall of Seva
Niketan (CCI).

The main aim of the program
was to sensitize the staffof CClto
handle different ailments and
respond fo it in an appropriate

staff of CCIs

manner. Dr. Nazma Siddiqui,
Member- Child Welfare Commitee
was the Resource Person forthe
session. In her address she
emphasized on various common
See...Page 0_2

9th Vaccination Camp
organised by Port
Blair Guru Ki Rasoi

PonBIar DecOS With asole

have _beenvaccirated inthe camps

is
from theislands and vaccinating
eachand every islander the team
of Port Blair Guru Ki Rasoi in
collaboration with District
Administration, South Andaman
conductd its 9 \Vaccination Camp
atRound Basti.

Tilnow more than 1000 people

by the team PBGKR Let
itbe door to door drive or Some
camps which were organised in
municipa area and ohers in &rflung
remote areas and islands like
Rutland the team with the help of
District Administration,SA and
PHC's have not left any areas
See... Page 02

3500 paper bags made of
waste papers prepared by

PortBlarr, Dec 08: The newly
inducted students of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Institute of Technology
during their Induction program
iniiated making of 3500 paper bags
outofwaste papers. These waste

new DBRAIT wards ‘

paper bags were distributed today
by the students to the pharmacy
counters of G.B.Pant Hospital and
PHC Garacharma for distribution
ofmedicies tothe patients by using

See... Page 02

Training on Mass Production
of Bio-Fertilizers conclude

PortBlair, Dec 08: The three-
day s training programme onMass
Production of Bio-Fertilizer
organized by ICAR-Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, CIARI, Port Blair at

ot
-

Tushnabad Panchayat community
hall from 3-6th Dec.2021. A total of
32fam w ome w ere paricipated fom
different villages of Tushnabad
Panchayt. Dr. Ramakrishna,

F=]

Head enlightened the scope and
importance of bio-fertilizers in
agriculture. In his speech, he bried
the journey of mass produ ction of

See... Page 02

Doordarshan Kendra telecast

Port Blair, Dec 08: Doordarshan Kendra,
Port Blair will telecast Agriculture Live
Phone in Programme on the Topic:
“Community based vaccination for Rural
Poultry” on 09/12/2021, Thursday from 1730

/9476046367.

to 1800 hrs. In this Programme Dr. T.Sujatha
Senior Scientist CIARI will be the Expert.
Viewers can participate in this LIVE Phone-
inprogranme on thetopic by dialling 244745

Unnati conducts training on
food processing of fish based
products at Brichgunj

Port Blair, Dec 08: Unnati
organized food processing training
on fsh based products at Brichgunj
for Self Help Group members of
Brichgunj area on 08.12.2021 in
which 20 women of different Self
Help Groups participated. On this
occasion Shri. H. Manoj, General
Manager NABRD was the Chief
Guestw honarrated the actv ifies of

TR r =
NABARDand also i

with

COVID-19
Vaccination going

smoothlyin isles

Port Blair, Dec 08: The
vaccination drive is continuing
smoothly in A&N Islands. As per
data available, atotal of 5,65,966
beneficiaries have beenv accinatd
s0 far in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx..). A btal of1,76,400 eigible
people in the agegroup of 18 to 44
years have been vaccinated il dai.
A total of 1890 people were
vaccinated in these islands on
Wednesday. 1555 benefciaries w ere
vaccinated in South Andaman

group members to ascertain their
problems and assured his support
for empow ering women through
various skill upgradation andother
programmes of NABARD. Shii. C.
Mohammed, President Unnati in
his speech mentioned that due to
certain problems the food

See... Page 02

District, outof w hi

werei theage group of 18-44y ears.
Similarly, 305 beneficiaries were
vaccinated in North & Middle
Andaman Districtout of which 12
beneficiaries were in the age group
of 18-44. 30 beneficiaries were
vaccinated in Nicobar District ot of
which2 beneficiaies weren the age
group of 1844,

CM K

PB
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into the monument.
Ind-Chinatalks

unsuceessful.
SouthAfrica

Anger of Qutub

Angry members in both Houses of Parliament
chastised the government for the Bpses leading to the
tragedy at Qutub Minar, which claimed 45 lives. The
Oppostion in the Lok SabhatookHome Minister Zail Singh
totask for givingthe police a deanchitand questonedthe
statement of the Minister of State for Education that
studentshadignored the peas of the watchmanand went

The Indian dekegationarrivedin Bejjing on December
6night tostart talks on the Sino-Indian border dispute. Eric
Gonsalves, head of the delegation, toldreporters it would
be premature to forecast what would happen during the
talks. “But we come with expectations of making further
progress,”he said. Gonsalves was received at the airport
by Chinese Vice-ForeignMinister Han Nainlong, whowill
head the Chinese side at the talks. This & the first time in
21yearsthatthe two sides wil sittogether to begi sorting
outthetangled border question, which New Delhibelieves
continuestostand i the way of the complete normalisation
of ties between the two countries. The last time officials
fromIndia and Chinahad discussions on theissue was in
November 1960 in Rangoon — those talks were

South African soldiers knocked out the central
headquarters of the South-West Africa People’s

Organisation during their deepening invasion ofAngola
since the 1975 Angolanwar, a miltary spokesman said on
Monday. However, the spokesman said the three-week
operation that ended on November 20 but was only
disclosed on Monday was much smallerthan an invasion
launched in August. Unlike the August operation, there
wasnocontact with Angolan forcesor their Soviet advisers
duringthe 240 km deep strike, the spokesman said.

12 arrested for.

bootlegging and other anti-social
activiiesandis keeping stictvigil
over bootleggers. General Public
is requested to pass on credible
inbrmationon narcotics substance,

from... Page 01
ilegal sale ofliquor, gambling or any
oherillegalactivily onthetelephone
numbers: 100,112 and 03192-
233077. The identity of theinformer
willbe keptsecret.

AATO, Ministry..

celebrations in our islands, w hich
is winess to the immense stuggle
andsacrifice of the freedom fighters
forour Independence.

Welcoming the gahering, Shri
Saikat Biswas, Jt. Secretary of
AATO briefed the gathering on the
various initiatives and activities of
AATO. The Assistant Drrector, India
Tounsm Port Blair, Shri Rama

Sfrom... Page 01
the voice of tourism stake holders

FUTURE LOOKS PROSPEROUS FOR FOOD SERVICE INDUSTRY;

ORGANISED PLAYERS WITNESSING RAPID GROWTH

Thelndian bod service industry
(FSI), which is around Rs 4.2 trillion,
is expected to see healthy grow th of
nineper cent CAGR over the financial
year2020-25. This is mainly due to
therisingincome levels, urbanisaion,
innov ativ e offerings that appeal to the
youth, and the changing dynamics of
the sector with the grow th of online
fooddelivery and food technalogy.

Asperareportby MoilalOswal,
within FSI, organised players are

18.5per cent.

growing faster than the industry, with
some of the companies covered inthe
Motilal report recording even faster
grow th. The reportobserv edthatinthe
2020-2025 period, the organised
industry is expected todeliver 15.4
per cent CAGR, w hile the companies
featured in the reportare ex pected to
deliver an aggregate sales CAGR of

As per the report, the contribution
oforganised F S| play ers has increased

to 38 per centin FY2020 from 29 per
centin FY 2015. By 2025, this is likely
fo be increased to 50 percent. The
post-COVIDscenariohas been helpful
for the organised players in the FSI,
who witnessed enhanced growth
prospects.

Thereportsaid omganisedplay ers
gained dueto sustined high deliv ery
levels compared tothe past, aidedby
increased technology adoption by
consumers. Besides, here has been
amove towards more tusted brands
thathav ebeter hy giene standards, and

momentum, theseplay ers are likely to
witness robust earnings grow th
prospects going forw ard.

The report said among the
omanised players, Jubiant Foodw orks
(franchise of Domino's Pizza in India)
has historicaly had the bestbusiness
model for QSRs (quick service
restauranf in India, with is emphasis
onsuccess i delivery (70per centof
sales priorto the COVID-19 outbreak).
This has giventhe company ahuge
advartage overis peers n hlsmaka
wherel rentd and ov erh

there has been an accelerated store
expansion by organised play ers, apart
from increased supply ofreal estate,
due b closures of restaurant andother
retail play ers, making itattractiv e for
the survivors to expand their store
netw orks.

With better opportunities,
omanisedplay ers raised theirpoeential
number of stores and annual store
addition &rgets and are well placed to
recov er rapidly. The reportstatedthat
while the dine-in was affected by the
restrictions on operations, branded
players with a strong delivery
presence and supported by their
investments in tec hnology, were far
more resiient compared tosmaller and
unorganised play ers as the delivery
channelcontinued b drive sales. With
enhanced prospects and recovery in

are high. Withthe addition of echnology
and value moats inrecent y ears, the
businesshas strenghenedfurther.
According to the report, future
opportunifes for Westife Dev elopment
(franchise of Mc Donald's in Western
and Southern India) are extremely
exciting. Thereport mentioned that w ith
an entry price point of Rs 45,
McDonald's offers highly affordable
products. A strong value platform
would mean thatit would continue to
significantly gainfrom the conv ersion
from unorganisedto organisedplayers
in the F SImarket. Innovations and
brandextensions are being executed
well, leadingto animprov ement in
longterm profitabiity forthe company,
and despite the COVID-19
challenges, the company seems to
be on track to achieve its vision CY

22 (FY23) of all-round growth, driven
by store network ex pansion, and
improving uniteconomics wih a slight

lag.

The report also mentioned
Devyani International, which is doing
well. The report said Devyani's KFC
business enjoys strong brand equity
due to its unique offerings, leading to
robustav erage daily sales (ADS) and
profitability. The business is expected
to deliver 41 per centsales CAGR
over FY20-2024, led by rapid store
network expansion from 264 to 574
over thesame period. Devy ani's Pizza
Hutis focusing onits under-performing
delivery channel through the rapid
addition of deliv ery-focused small
formatstores. These will reduce the
distance to the consumer and

consequently, low er delivery time.

The report bserv ed that heplayer
Barbeque Nation's ‘all you can eat
concept, with live grills, is a unique
offering in the Indian casual dining
restaurant (CDR) space. Its three
prongedv alue propasition (ex perience,
valuefor money, and service) enables
strong turnoverand operating margin
metrics, despite having a relativ ely
large outlet size compared to QSRs.
The company's success indelivery
through ‘Barbeque inabox ' and UBQ
enables it to participate in the tailwinds

thatfavor organised FSI players.

45% of single Indians believe
online, virtual dating is the normal
way of dating, finds a report

PortBlair, 8" Dec, 2021: With
virtual dating having taken over
during Covid lockdowns, new
research has revealed how the
pandemic has changed various
faces of dating, with48 per centof
slngle Indians climing there is an

d focus on p

inA&N Islands and the
brave hearts and talentedy ouths of
the islands.

Shri K Hamza, General
Secretary of AATO, proposed the
voe oftharks. He lauded the efforts
of team AATO and its supporting
sponsors for the successful
celebration of Azadi KA Amrit

AATO for being

Mahotsav by AATO.

9th Vaccination..

where its a challenge for the
residents toreach the nearest PHC

Sfrom... Page 01
team of South Andaman
Administration alonwith the PHC,

forthe vaccine. ANIIMS and Asha Workers for
"Weare thankful b Shn Sunil - support and gulda nce to carry out
i Deputy C thev p

South Andaman and Shri Hari
Kallikat, ADM ,SA and the entire

across the
distict’ said Shri Mandeep Grew al
, President, PBGKR.

Capacity building prog. ..

diseases hat a child may faceand
its instantremedy to handle such
situations. She also informed the
participants to identify the
emergency situation and take
proper consultation and advice of
doctors from the nearby Health
Institution.

Training was imparted to all
the CCl In-charges by the Nodal
Officer, ICPS on Individual Care
Plan (ICP). The planis prepared
for each child in order to ensure

from... Page 01

the holistic development of the
child. After evaluating the history
of the child, a detailed plan is
prepared cov ering all the aspects
of phy sical, emotional and mental
grow th of the child, which is
mandatory for all Child Care
Institutions as per the Juvenile
Justice Act(Care and Protection)
Act 2015. The District
Administration ensures to conduct
such programmes time to time for
the welfare of children.

3500 paper bags.
these packets. The mainobjecti eis
tosuggestalernatives orhe pasﬁc

Sfrom... Page 01

approach by using biodegradable
materials andinculcate social ethics

bags, p an dly

rather than someone’s Ioeks .
The nationwide survey
commissionedby socid netv orking
platform Bumble, and conducted by
YouGov lastmonth, reveals that
45 per centofsingle Indians polled
believ e hatvirtual or onine dating
isthe norma way ofdating ininda.
People als  be finding

vitualdaing is becauseit feels safer
than meeting up with someonein
personfor hefrsttime. Around three-
fourths (72 per cent) think it is
possbleto fal n love wit someone
online they hav e never met in-
person. Many also seem to take a
liking to the saving of ime and
money on virtual dates, as they
only have to get “half-glam” or
partially ready for a video date.
Bumble has also found that
people are now dating more
intenforaly than bebre he pandemic
—they 're being more honestabout
what they’re looking for in a
ip, w heher its

virtual dates tobe safer to engage
withsomeone hey metonine before
deciding to meet in-person.
According to the findings, the most
popular reason (48 per cent) why
single Indians surveyed enjoy

casud or serious. Infact, 74 percent
ofsingle Indians surv eyedfeel there
isa declinein negativ e behaviourin
dating such as ghosting,
breadcrumbing, catfishing, among
ohers.

Do safety concerns also
extend to vaccination status? The
suvey says sakty isstillon top of
the mind for single Indians. With
wider rollout of v accinations among
younger age growps in India, more
than one inthree (33 per cent) daters

survey ed arefeeling hopefulabout | *

dating in 2021, says Bumble.
How ev er, vaccination status maters
to many as 38 per cent daters
surveyedsay they woudnotgoon
adate orhavesex with someone
who hasn't received the Covid
vaccine. Many also claim hathey
are more conscious of safety after
the deadlier second wave of
coronav irus, says the recent
nationwide survey. Many daters,
including those on Bumble, are
increasingly including theirmeeing
preferences and other Cov id-relaed
inbrmafon onther bics or profiles.

CDS RAWAT KILLED..

Sulur, Caimbatore, for

CDS chopper crash: Air Chief Marshal
V.R. Chaudhari rushes to Coonoor

Chiefof Air Staff, Air ChiefMarsha V.R. Chaudhari
has ushedto Coonoorw here an hdian Ar Force helicoper
carrying Chiefof Defence StaffGeneral Bipin Raw atand
others crashedon Wednesday aftemoon.

Five peoplew ere kiledin he mishap that happened
reportedy dueto low VSIinW owmgb foggy condmans

Therewas

of Gen Rawat, even as the IAF said a Court of Inquiry
hasbeen ordered inb the accident, involving a Mi-17VH
chopper that took off from the Sulur IAF Sttion in nearby
Coimbatore. Rawatwas on his way b the Defence Staff
College in Welington. Official sources inNew Delhisaid
all the injured people on board the helicopter had been
evacuaked fom he spotofhe accident. TamilNadu Chief
MinisterM.K. Stalin will visit Coonoor and will leav e for
Coimbatore by air later inthe day. Meanw hile, Defence
Miniser Rajnath Singh is expected tomake a statement
in Parliamenton the accident shortly.

the Nilgri Hills. The helicopter was
already making its descent and
would have landed in 10 more
minutes. ltcame down around 10
km from the nearestroad, forcing
emergency workers to trek to the
accidentsite, said news agency
AFPReports of the crash emerged
around 12.20 pm.

General Rawat, 63, took
charge as India’s first Chief of
Dence Staffin January 2019. The

positonwas setup with the aim of
integrating the three services - the
Amy, the Navy and he AirForce. A
fomer Amy Chief, General Raw at
was dso appointed the head of the
newly -created Department of
Military Affairs.

Many former army chiefs
expressed grief they descrbedthe
Mi-17 double engine chopper as a
very stable aircraft used for VVIP
flights. ThePresident, Daily New's
Papers Association (DNA), has

from... Page 01

mourned the demise of Chief of
Defence Staff General BipinRaw at
and ohers in the choppercrash.

The Mi17V5 helicopter, w hich
crashed with Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) Bipin Raw at and 13 other
people onboard on Wednesday, is
an advanced military transport
chopperhathas beenw it the Indian
Air Force (IAF) since 2012.
Manufactured by Russian
Helicopters’ subsidiary Kazan, the
helicopter has an onboard w eather
radarand is equippedwith the laest
generation of night vision devices.
Italso has e new PKV-8 autopilot
system and a KNEI-8 avionics
suite. tcancary a maximum take-
off weight of 13,000 kg and
maximum payload weight of
4,000kg.

Unnati conducts..

proces sing training could not be
conducted in Unnati's food
processing fraining center in
Industrial Estate, Dolly guinj.
Therefore, training of fish based
products was organized by mobile
unitof Unnati at Brichguny. As regard
ingredients and packing materials
required in food processing,

President Unnati informed that
matter already taken up with the
Administration. Smt. Vaishal Rani
Day d, ex-Counsellor whoex tended
excellentsupportfor organizingthe
programme. She appreciated
NABARD andUnnai fororganizing
such useful programme atBrichgunj.
She also demanded to organize

from... Page 01

training  programmes  of
Computer, Beautician ~ and
Mushroom Cultiv ation. On this
occassion certifcates to 20 tainees
who completed one year training
course intaloring and &ishion design
were also distributed by the Chief
Guest, Shri. H. Manoj, General
Manager, NABARD.

Training on Mass..
inoculant andv aricus bioinoculants
are commercially produced and
utilized for nutrient mabilization and
plant protection which play akey
role in crop productivity Dr
N.Bommayasamy, course
facilitator narrated the media used
for mass production of bio-fertiizers,
isolation of nitrogen fixing bacteria
and phosp g !

from... Page 01

bio-fertilizers and precautions for
efficient use of bio-fertilizers. Dr
B.K.Nanda elaborated the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS)
specification for assessing quality
of bio-fertlizers and BIS certification
ofbio-inoculants. Dr.Pooja Kapoor,
discussed ways of income
generahon through bio femllzers

and aion.

and preparation of carrier based
fomulaton br commercialization of
bio-fertiizers. Guidelines on buying,
storage of bio-ferilizers, it cautions
and imitations and demonstrate on
application of bioertilizers , seeds
Iseedlings treatment and soil
application of bio-fertilizers,
errichmentoforganic manures with

Dr Zacharia George, also
demonstrate on azolla production
andits uiilization as supplementary
feed for cattle. Smti. Sarita
progressive farm w omen proposed
thevoteof thanks. The programme
was conducted under the guidance
of Dr. Eaknath B. Chakurkar,
Director, ICAR-CIARI, PortBlair.

Scientists discover ‘stealth version’ of Omicron
variant that is ‘harder to track’ using PCR tests

London, 8" Dec, 2021:
Scientiss hav e dscovered a steatth
version’ of the Omicron Covid
varantthatis dificultto detect using
thestandardlab ests, the Guardian
repored.

Thescientist in the UK found
thatthe stealt varianthas a number
of mutations similar b the Omicron
variant, but it lacks a particular
genetic change, called S-Gene
drop-out, thathelps PCR tests to
flagprobable cases.

As the variant needs to be

confirmed through testing through
geromeanaly sis, the scientists are
calling the new variant “stealth
Omicron”.The new version of
Omicron was discovered in
samples from South Africa,
Austrdlia, and Canada.

Professor Francois Balloux
director of the U niversity College
London Genetics hstitute, tod The
Guardian that 6 per cent of the
Omicron genome samples
submitted to the Gisaid genome
database were the new stealth

version of the v ariant, which is
knownas BA.2.

“There are two lineages
within Omicron, BA.1 and BA.2,
that are quite differentiated
genetically,” Balloux said,
adding, “The two lineages may
behav e differently."Meanw hile,
the World Health Organisation
has said that the Omicron v ariant
is “not more sev ere than the Delta
variant” while adding that the
existing vaccines would still
protect people againstthe new

variant.

Fauci said that Omicrondid not

based on early indications and

“The preliminary datadoesn’t appear worse than prior strains  was possibly milder.

indicate thatthis is more sev ere.
Infact, ifanything, the directionis
towards less severity,” WHO
emergencies director Michael
Ryan told AFP on Tuesday,
insisting though that more
research was needed.

Ry an also said there w as
no sign that Omicron could fully
sidestep protections provided by
existing Covid vaccines.Echoing
similar views, top US Anthony
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TAMILNAD MERCANTILE BANK LTD

MTam“rﬁd Regd. Office at 57 V.E. Road, Thoothukudi
frenls  PORT BLAIR BRANCH

Kalaingar Arivalayam, 1St Floor,
Opp to B.R.Ambedkar Auditorium,
Mohanpura, Port Blair — 744 101

Be a step ahead in life

POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas as the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Tamilnad Mercantile Bank
Ltd., For Port Blair Branch under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued a demand notice dated 07.07.2021 calling upon the borrower
Mr.Manikandan S/o.R.Chellapandi, Prop.M/s.Manikandan Electricals, MB 74/75
Delanipur, Prem Nagar, Haddo Post, Port Blair Tehsil, South Andaman District-744102
and guarantors Mrs.M.Maheswari W/o.Mr.C.Manikandan, 11 D.P.Cottage, Lillypur, Near
Reliance Disel, Village Lillypur, PO Haddo, Port Blair Tehsil, South Andaman District-
744102 and Mr.M.Chellamani S/o0.C.Manikandan, 11 D.P.Cottage, Lillypur, Near|
Reliance Disel, Village Lillypur, PO Haddo, Port Blair Tehsil, South Andaman District-
744102 to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.70,77,689.78 (Rupees
Seventy Lakhs Seventy Seven Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Nine and Paise Seventy
Eight Only ) with subsequent interest and expenses, within 60 days from the date of the
said notice.

The Borrower and Guarantor having failed to repay the entire amount, notice is hereby
given to the Borrower, Guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred
on the undersigned, Authorised Officer of the secured creditor Tamilnad Mercantile Bank
Ltd., under sub-section (4) of section 13 of act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002, on 06" December 2021.

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the
act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower and guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned
not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Port Blair Branch, for a total amount
Rs.73,81,656.78 (Rupees Seventy Three Lakhs Eighty One Thousand Six Hundred Fifty
Six and Paise Seventy Eight Only) ( For OD- Rs.69,08,215.40 and TL- Rs.4,73,441.38)
as on 30.11.2021 with subsequent interest and expenses thereon.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Land to the extent of 165 sq.mtrs bearing sub divisional Plot No.3 at S.No.198/1/2/3
situated at Lilypur Village, Haddo, Port Blair tehsil, South Andaman and building
constructed thereat to the extent of 390 sq.mtrs (Basement — 130 sq.Mtr GF — 130
sq.mtrs and FF — 130 sq.mtrs)., standing in the name of Mr.M.Maheswari W/o
Mr.C.Manikandan BOUNDARIES: North By: S.No.198/1/24; South By: Reliance Land;
East By: Private Land; West By: Foot Path

Date :06.12.2021
Place : Port Blair

AuthorisedOfficer
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd.,

(For Port Blair Branch)

2 TAMILNAD MERCANTILE BANK LTD
Tamilnad  Regq. Office at 57 V.E. Road, Thoothukudi
Meraniile  pORT BLAIR BRANCH
ank Ltd st
Kalaingar Arivalayam, 1~ Floor,

Be a step ahead in life Opp to B.R Ambedkar Auditorium,

Mohanpura, Port Blair — 744 101
POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas as the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Tamilnad Mercantile
Bank Ltd., Port Blair Branch under the Securitization and Reconstruction of]
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of|
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a demand notice dated 13.08.2021 calling upon
the borrower Mrs.M.Rupa W/o.P.B.Murugan, Prop.M/s.V Hotel, S.No.84, School
Line, Junglighat, Port Blair — 744 103 and guarantor Mr.P.B.Murugan,
S/o.Balakrishnan, House No.1, HUDCO Colony, School Line, Port Blair — 744103
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.60,48,509.98 (Rupees
Sixty Lakhs Forty Eight Thousand Five Hundred and Nine and Paise Ninety Eight
Only ) with subsequent interest and expenses, within 60 days from the date of the
said notice.

TA\B

The Borrower and Guarantor having failed to repay the entire amount, notice is
hereby given to the Borrower, Guarantor and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on the undersigned, Authorised Officer of the
secured creditor Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., under sub-section (4) of section
13 of act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, on
06" December 2021.

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of|
the act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower and guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be
subject to the charge of the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Port Blair Branch, for a
total amount Rs.62,80,198.98 (Rupees Sixty Two Lakhs Eighty Thousand One
Hundred and Ninety Eight and Paise Ninety Eight Only) as on 30.11.2021 with
subsequent interest and expenses thereon.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
On egm of commercial land situated at S.No.85 to the extent of 120sq.mtrs,
situated LAMBA Line Village, W.No.15, Port Blair under Port Blair Tehsil in the
district of Andaman & commercial Hotel building constructed to the extent of 540
Sqg.meters (Five Floors)., standing in the nme of Mrs.Rupa W/o P.B.Murugan.
BOUNDARIES: North By: Footpath; South By: S.No.84; East By: S.No.86/2; West
By: Main Road

AuthorisedOfficer
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd.,
(For Port Blair Branch)

Date :06.12.2021
Place : Port Blair

LOST
I, Prosanijit Halder, S/o Kishore Mohan Halder, R/o Durgapur,
Diglipur, North & Middle Andaman lost my Driving License
No.40208/npdl/2012 on 29/11/2021 at Diglipur Bazar. Finder
please contact 9434273020.

date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload
CMRL Recruitment 2021:

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PcstHO vacancies |Last

OPaL Recruitment2021(New), Apply
Executive Vacancies @

www.opalindia.in

Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
d | for the

Form @ il.org
OPaL Recruitment 2021 | Executive Posts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |
ONGC OPAL Job Notification @ www .opalindia.in

qualified and exp p

ttothe postof General Manager,

LOST

1, Kajal Biswas, D/o Nirmal Kanti Biswas, R/o Harinagar,
Mayabunder, North & Middle Andaman lost my Surrender
Certificate from FIC No 353000181106 on 01/10/2021 at Port
Blair. Finder please contact 9686416505.

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in

GRSE Recruitment 2021 | Supervisor & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 15| LastDate
19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ ww w .grse.in

GRSE Recruitment2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited invites
online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the following
posts on flx ed term. Thereare 15 vacancies will be filled by GRSE Limited. Now it has

e adv erti [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:
01/2021 ] for engagement of Supervisor & Design Assistant Supervisor posts & postwise
vacancy details are given below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central govt
those candidates kindy make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidaes kindly submltyourhard copy ofthe onlne form togiven address on
or before 28.12.2021. wil be based
on Written Testand testwill be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Su pervisor recruitment online
application link and GRSE Kolkata Recruitment notification is available in official w e bsite.
Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check teireigibiliy i.e. educaiona qualiiication,
agelimit ex perience andetc. Applications viaonline mode only willbe accepted. More details
of GRSE latest nofification, latestjobs, upcoming GRSE vacancies, meritlist, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. will beav ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How to apply GRSE Recruitment Notifcation 2021

Go to oficial websitegrse.in.

Click “Career” find the adv ertisement * GRSE Employ ment Notificaion No. HR/SUP:01/
2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS-ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)’,
click on he adv ertisement.

Notificafon will open read itand check Eligibility.

Go b ->jobapply.in'grse2021app

Find the link, click on the link.

Ifyou are new user, you have to make registration otherw ise y ou may login toy our
accountthen start toapply.

Finally click submitbutton and take the print ofthe application form.

Youmay VisitGRSE careers to getmore detils about GRSE recruitment. Here y ouwill
getinformation of Apprentice & Trainee posts ike age limit,
mode andhow toapply. Keep check www.dailyrecruitmentin regularly toget latestupdates &
upcominggovt exams.

AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernrment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may send thelrﬁlled appllcancn form along with the s elf-atte sted
copies of certificates in support of ion, experience birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form will notbe considered for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitment site.

OPaL Recruitment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Limited (OPaL)is going toactivate
the online application link for OPal Ex ecutive vacancy. h OPAL latest vacancy nofification,
they are announced 13 vacancies in following functions such as Marketing, Material
& Company Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Government jobs will be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to submit the online application form for OPAL job nofification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 notification & apply online link for this currentjob openings w ill be
updated @ www .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pectcompetent personnel atex ecutive cadre to fill upthis ONGC OPAL latest
vacancy 2021. Candidates musthav eprov en track recordin Petochemicals/ relatedindustry
to apply forthis ONGC Petro additions vacancy. Before applying, aspirant needto check the
eligibiity. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interview . hcomplete application or
appications receiv ed after the lastdate wil be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
will be provided on CTC basis. More details of ONGC Petro additions recruitment,
www .opdindia.in recuitment, selection list, meritlist, resuits & upcoming job notices will be
uploaded at oficial w ebsite.

Visitwww .opalindia.in to getmore career opportunity @ ONGC OPaL. Link for OPaL
Latestvacancy has providedbelow. For latestupdates, check @ www .daily recruitmentin.

AIC India Recruitment 2021, Apply 31
MT & Hindi Officer Vacancies @

www.aicofindia.com

AIC India Recruitment 2021 | Management Trainee & Hindi Officer Posts | Total
Vacancy 31/ Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Recruitment Notification @
www.aicofndia.com

AIC India 2021: Agri I Company of India Limited (AIC) a
leading Crop Insurance Company, invites online applications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm entof Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer-2021-22/], there are 31 vacancies w ill be filled by AIC
Agric ulture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates who are
searching Central governmemjobs Kindly make the online registration from 23.11.2021. As
per the AIC i ion, online applications will be received up to 13.12.2021.
AC i &AIC of India Apply online link is available
@ www .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company of India selection will be based on Online Exam and
Personal Inerview . Selecied candidatew il beatanyw herein hdia. Candidates w hoare seeking
Engineeringjobs must check heireligibility i.e. fon, age limit i and
et. Canddates apply ngfonhe postofManagementTrainee shouldapply forany ONE discipline
only. Notmore t: ion fr the post of Trainee & Hindi Officer shouldbe
submitted by any candidate. More detais of AIC Agriculture v acancy, AIC hsurance
Jobs notices, syllabus, answerkey, mertlist, selecioniist, admitcard, resut, upcoming notficaions
andetc. willbe uploaded on officialw ebsite.

Herey ou wil geti ionof MT & Oter lik
mode, feeand how b apply. Keep checkwww.daly

age limit,
to

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Recruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & ician Apprentice | 179
| Last Date: 18.12.2021| FACT Job Notification @ fact.co.in

FACT Recruitment2021: Fertilisers and Chemicals Travancore Limited (FACT)is
going to hire candidatess for of Appi under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categ . Eligible ¢ are invited to apply for these 179
vacancies. Candidates who are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may apply
for this currentjob openings to join atFACT. Candidates are advised to register their name
inBOAT (www .mhrdnats.gov..in)/ NAPS (www apprenticeshipindia.org). The Last Date
to submit the application form for FACT App i 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprenice jobs will be based on meiitlist. Central Govtjob
seekers are instructed to apply for these FACT vacancies. Merit Istwﬂlbe prepared on basis
ofmarks secured inqualfy ing ination. FACT i 2021 o pdf &
form are available from 23.11.2021 @www factco.in. Training will be provided for 1 year.
Training locaton is FACT Kerala. ions must b hed the p ibed address on or
before the last date. More detais of FACT Appr it 2021 meritlist,
resuls & upcoming job notices will be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Stepsto Apply br FACT Recruitment 2021 Notification

Go to oficial website fact.co.in.

Notificationwill open, read it & check eligibility.

Dow nload the application form.

Submitthe filed form through prescribed mode.

Check www fact.co.in br more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualifcation,
age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply have provided above. Looking
forward with www daily recruiment.into get recent updates.
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RBIMONETARY POLICY: EXPERTS FORESEE
INTEREST RATE HIKES IN 2022

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)'s
monetary policy committee (MPC) left its
benchmark reporate asw el as he rev erserepo
rate , while also

economistat CRISIL.
“The MPC s taking cautious steps
towards normalising policy as the Indian

maintainingits accommodaiv e policy stance.
This was the ninth consecutiv e ime hat he MPC
leftthe repo rate on hold atfour percent, as a
resurgence of COVID-19 cases in many
countries and a fistspreadingnew virus strain
add to uncertainties at a ime the economic
recovery in the county was seen gathering
momentum.

The policy was as ex pecied and cautious

on the uncertainty due to the Omicron v ariant.
Also, the RBI continued with the liquidity
normalisation on ex pected lines without any
expicitsignal ofiquidity withdraw al. Theinflaion
estimates are also low er than
w hatthe markes are expecting.
Broadly, the policy is more
dovish-than-ex pected possbly
given the uncertainty from the
new COVID-19 variant" said
Suvodeep Rakshit, senior
economistat Kotk Institutional
Equites.

The RBI left India’s GDP
growth brecastunchanged at9.5
per cent for he year ending
March 2022, while also
maintaining the consumer nfation
expectationat5.3 per cent.

Abheek Barua, chief
economistat HDFC Bank, how eveer, ex pects
inflation to surprise on the upside and sees it
averagingat5.6 per centforthe curentfinancial
year, “driven by elevaed inputand fuelcosts
andas e base effectw anes of "

While the MPC chose tokeep the interest
rates on hold, it did announce further steps to
unwindthe ex cess liquidty thatw as injectedin
the system in the wake of the pandemic and
plans to enhance the 14-day variable reverse
repo rate auctionamount ona brinightly basis.

In doing so, the central bank tried to stike
a balance between dstpporting the ongoing

an

emanating from inflationary pressures and
external risks, said Dharmakirti Joshi, chief

recovery remains uneven, with
private consumption trailing pre-pandemic
levels unil he second quarter,” said Joshi.

He, however, feels the RBI may not

Y p
giventhe risks fom persisentinfiation and he
US Federal Reserve expected to wihdraw
their monetary policy stimulus sooner than
ealier expeced.

CRISIL expects the MPC toraise the
reverserepo rate inFebruary to reduce the
gapwith the repo rate andthen hike therepo
rak by 25 basis points in March.

Rakshitof Kotak, too, feels if he Omicron

variantof COVID-19is benign, then the central
bank will raise the reverse repo rate by 20
bpsin February and also look at a itle more
aggressive liquidity withdrawal.

Umesh Revankar, vice-charmanand
MD of Shriram Transport Finance feels
continued benign interest rates will be positve
tosupportbroader economy, partculary, small
and medium andth

Pankaj Pathak, fund manager - fix ed
income, Quantum Mutual Fund.

“As the RBIsucks outthe excess
liquidity in he barkingsy stemov er the next
month, we would expecthe overnightrates
tomove from the currentlevels of 3.35 per
cent (reverse repo rate) towards the repo
rate of 4 per cent,” said Pathak.

Aurodeep Nandi, India economist at
Nomura Securities anticipates the MPC will
raise policy rates by 100 basis points (1
per cent) in 2022.

“There is a latent normalisation
underway with the RBI's increased focus
onthe variable reverse repo rate window
fromthe fix ed rate reverse repo one. On the
forward outiook... upside risks on infiation
make an inflection in monetary
policy trajectory inevitable,” said
Nandi.

Arun Singh, global chief
economist atDun and Bradstreet
also opined that the RBlIis likely to
change the accommodativ e stance
from e secondhalfof 2022 when
B growth gahers a firmergroundand
there is some clarity on future
mov ement ofinflation.

Apart from the monetary
policy, the RBI made sev eral other
announcements on Wednes day.
Oneof them was related toinfusion
ofcaptalin overseas branches and
subsidiaries of banks.

Under the existing rules, banks
incorporated in India caninfuse capital in
their overseas branches and subsidiaries,
retainprofits as well as transfer profit. But, a
prior approval from RBlis needed. Banks
will no longer hav e to seek such approval
from the RBI if they meet the regulatory

sector.

The continued low interest rates will
also augurwell for the real estate sector
and home loan borrow ers, said ex perts.

How ever, investors should expect
their interest rates on both deposits and loans
torise gradually in the coming year, feels

capital

“The decision to allow banks to nfse
capital in their ov erseas branches and
subs diaries and repatriate profits without
seeking prior approval of RBI will provide
much needed operational and financial
flexibility to the banks,” said Rajee R., chief
ratings officer at Brickw ork Ratings.

2002 riots: Probe finds Gujarat govt

took steps to stop violence,

SC told

The Gujaratgovemnment on
Tuesday taldthe Supreme Courtthat
theinquiry panel headedby Jusice
G TNanavat, whichexamnedthe
action taken by the state to prevent
communavidencein heimmedate
aftermath of the 2002 Godhra train
burning, had concluded that “all
reasonable steps” w ere tekenby he
administrafon at the time.

Solicior General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for Gujaratgovemment,
saidthatthe commission of inquiry
had said in its report that “all
reasonable steps...keeping in mind
the history of communal
violence...were taken by the
government and the police
department’. The courtw as hearing
anapped fiedby Zakia Jafri, w fe of
late Congress MP Ehsan Jafriw ho
was killed in the riots, challenging
the Gujarat High Court order
upholding the decision of the

Metropolitan Magistrate Court in
Ahmedabad to accept the closure
report fledby aSpecia hv esigation
Team (SIT) givinga cleanchittothe
then state Chief Minister Narendra
Modiand athers inrict related cases.

“They collecd voluminous
documents and came to a
conclusion...Reguar police force
wasput on alert, the ones onleave
were asked to join immediately”,
Mehta said and pointed to the
deploy mentof Rapid Action Force
(RAF) and CRPF.

Painting outthat w hathappened
on February 28, 2002, was
unprecedentd, he said those found
guilty were convicted by judges
appomted on the choice of he Chef
Jusice. “Isnobody’s

Poaintingoutthat activ ist Teesta
Setalvad was pettioner number 2in
the Jafri matter, Mehta said “in the
name of peitionerno 1, pefitonerno
2 wants to keep the pot boiling...
This woud bea travesty ofjustce,
which the court may notallow”.

Senior Adv ocak Kapil Sibal,
appearingfor Jafi, took excepionto
the submission and pointed outthat
“in2003, SC took the ex traordinary
step of staying 9 frials, but the
argumentis every thing was ok”. The
Gujarat government had on the
previous date of hearing referred to
alegedmisuse of funds received by
Setalvad'sNGO. On this, Sibd said

“so called misuse offunds...some
of these were awards given by
i isations to me...

know how an SIT appointed by the
top courtcan dismiss tapes of the
sting operation conduced by ‘Teheka'
magazineas “unreliable’. He said
peoplewereconviced on the basis
ofthese tapes.

Sibal pointed out thatsome of
the senior police officials had
recommended prosecution of
‘Sandesh’ newspaper for hate
speech. “Why is SIT not
prosecuing?.. Thatswhy | said this
is compleely comupf, he saidadding
that*all thosew ho recommended
acfon are inthedock bday. Andall
these accused are scotfree”. The
SIT he said was saying that2,000
hate speech cases are being
prosecuted “Whatis the status of
..How s that relevant

have gone
unpunished...Convictions and
acquitls hav etaken place,” he said
opposing he he apped.

Coronavirus Disease

noneofthe donors ev er complained,
only Government of India
complained..and the reason is nor
far to see”. Sibal further sought to

~

for these materal of ours. When
VHP say's ‘khoon ka badla khoon
(blood for blood)’, why are they not
amested?'.
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l‘\;iin the waves

Logic has itthatthe month of
Diwali is the peak period for
automabilesales n the country. Yet,
2021is seeing logic aking aw alk,
tharks to reasons not just limited to

and bike sales continued their free
fall firough the festiv e period.
Retail sales figures for last
month released by the Federahon
of ile Dealers

the semiconductor crunch, as car

B
with that 0f 2019, when

(FADA) on Wednesday morning
showed thatoverall sales fell by
2.70 percentcompared to he same
period lasty ear. Fonically, thatfigure
itselfw asn'tany thing hearteningas
itwas duringtheinitid Covidwave.
Thenews gets worse once
November sales of this year are

Covidwas yetto hit The dropis
even more acute—by a huge -20
percent

“Auto retail for the month of
November continued to remain in
the negative zone despite Diw ali
as wel as marriage season in the
samemonth. The unw antedrains

insouhernstates furtherspoiedthe
party. Unless Rural India starts
showing signs of strength, ov erall
retais wil continue toremain weak,”
said FADA president Vinkesh
Gulati.

Cars and other passenger
vehicles (PV) registered the highest
drop in sales, indicating customer
wariness beside supply chain
issues. PV saes %l 19.44 percent.
The other big personal mobility
category, two w heelers, fared
slightly better, with the fal in sales
only justbelow one per cent.

Commercial vehick saes ll
13.32 percent (he drop is ashamper
-21.28 percentw hen you compare
the figure to the pre-covid period).
Thetotl vehicle salesin India (with
dat from 1,378 cutof 1,589 RTOs)
come to 18.17 lakh, less than the
18.68 lakhregistered in November
2020. Compare thatto nearly 23
lakh v ehicles sold pre-Covid in
November 2019, despite the
economic slow down since 2018.

Worse, sentiments are not
exactly rising as per a poll

Car and bike sales continue freefall
during festlve month of November

across he country. Nearly halfsay
they expect the fall in sales to
continueinto December, the last of
the festive period, before the
conventionally dull last quarter of
thefinancial year.

\While semiconductor shortage
cripplingv ehicle manufcurers over
the pastew months (companies like
Maruti Suzuki even cut short
productiondue tolack of chips back
in September) is the primary
reason, thats not the only reason
forthe bleak figures. The new v ariant
of Covid ‘Omicron’ has onceagain
gripped the entire nationin fear. This
wilfurtherimpact heov erallv ehicle
demand.

“The new variant of Covid
‘Omicron’ has once again gripped
the entire nation in fear. This will
furtherimpact the overall v ehicle
demand,” feels Gulaf. “Educational
Instititions andoffices w hich were
planning to reopen fully have once
again deferred their plans and are
allow ing work/study from home.
Price rise due to highinput costs
andhigh fuel costs are continuingto

among vehicledeal

add(to) ‘woes.”
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