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Thought for today
Do not just be

concerned about
your rights, but

consider whether or
not you are right

See... Page 02
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Sports enthusiasts demand
shifting of Covid-19 centre

from multi-purpose hall
in this hall in the past. However,
after  the outbr eak of Covid-19
pandemic, the multi-pu rpose
hall was closed down and from
April  2021, the multi-pu rpose
hall is being u sed as Covid-19
care centre.

As a resul t of convert ing
the mult i-pu rpose hall  into a
Covid-19 centre, sportspersons
in the i slan ds were fo rced  to
sit  at h ome witho ut pr acti ce.
Sp o r tsp er son s an d  th ei r
parents have been waiting for a
lon g time to p racti ce in the
multi-purpose hall. They argue
that various sp orts events are
expected to be conducted in the
com i n g m on th s and  they

r eq u i r e th e stad i u m  fo r
practice. They complained that
lack of alternati ve pl aces to
practice b andmantion sp orts
h ave fo r ced  th em  to  ask
permission to play in the multi-
purpose hall. The sportpersons
h ave r eq uested  th e
Ad min istrat ion  to shif t the
Covid-19 centre to some other
place and allot permissio n to
sportspersons to practice at the
hal l. In  ord er to  ensu re that
sufficient Covid-19 care facilities
are m ade avai l ab l e to  th e
p eo pl e of  the i sl an ds, th e
admi nistrat ion co nverted  the
multi-purpose sports stadium
near Netaji stadium  into the
Covid-19 care centre. 

Port Blair, Sept 3: With the District
Administration allowing opening of
fitness centres and gyms across the
island s, spo rts lovers have n ow

demand ed reopeni ng of the multi-
purpose hall near Netaji stadium for
sports activities. They have demanded
for shifting of Covid-19 centres from

the multi-purpose hall to some other
locations and th rowing  open the
m u lt i -pu r p o se h all  for  sp or ts
activities. This indoor multi-purpose

hall is being used by sports persons
for playing badminton and organizing
other sports activities. A number of
sports competitions were organized

Offline class for Higher Education
& Upper Primary from Sep, 6

Decision of the Chief Secretary,
A & N Admn welcomed by parents/guardians

Advocate Shri. Krishna Rao from A&N
Islands set to become a High Court Judge

:: DJ Ven katesh ::
Port Blair, Sep 05: In a first,

L ear n ed  A d vo cate Sh r i .
Kri shna Rao from Andaman
and  Nico bar I slan ds is all set
to become a High Court Judge
of Ko lkata High  Court. A s per
the statement issued by the
Hon ’ble Supreme Co urt, the
Supr eme Co urt Co llegiu m in
its meet ing held recen tly has
app ro ved  th e p ro po sal  to

elevate Shri. K rishna Rao, Ld.
Advocate of our I sland s, as a
Judge of High Court. If cleared
b y the Cen tr e, h e wil l  b e
ap po inted  i n K ol kata Hi gh
Cou rt whi ch is also  havin g a
Circuit Court at Port Blair.

Sh r i.  K r i sh n a R ao  i s
cur r en t ly th e Govern m en t
Pleader & Public Prosecutor for
A n d aman  an d  N ico b ar
adm in istr ati on .  T he  thr ee-

member collegium, o f which
Justices UU Lalit and Justice AM
Khanwilkar are also members,
has created yet another first as
Krishna Rao becomes the first
Bar member from Andaman and
Nicobar  Islands who se name
has been sent to the Centre for
the judg eship in the C alcutta
High Co urt. Among those 68
names cleared for twelve high
courts, 44 are from the Bar.

Port Blair Sep 5: The National
Students Union of India (NSUI) has
appointment Shri. M.A Sajid as new
State President of Congress ’s
Student Wing (NSUI) for Andaman
& Nicobar Islands w ith immediate
effect. The appointment of Shri. Sajid
has been approv ed by  the NSUI
National President Shri. Neeraj

Port Blair, 5th Sep,  2021:  Follow ing
decline in COVID-19 positiv e cases in isles
the Administration has decided to start offline
classes  for Higher Education and upper-
Primary  lev el in schools. Directions in
this regard hav e been issued by  the
Directorate of Education. Wherein, it is
said that classes for students study ing in
class VI to VIII of a ll management
(Gov t. , Gov t. Aided, Priv ate U naided
and Local Body  Schools) and fiv e
colleges v iz. JNR M, TGCE, DBRAIT,
ANCOL & MGGC w ill commence from
6th September, 2021.

Sc hools  hav e been ask ed to
comply  w ith all the directiv es issued by
the Directorate of Education v ide Order No.
1562 dated 4th September, 2021 and Orders
issued by  the District Administration. Higher
education institutions hav e been ask ed to

adhere to guidel ines issued by  Univ ersity
Grants  Commission on 5th February, 2021
and other directiv es of COVID containment.
Offline classes for Class 10, 11 and 12 are

already  running smoothly. To av oid crow n
like s ituation or any  form  of gathering,
maintaining social distancing and to prev ent
the spread of COVlD-19, managem ent of

higher  educational institutions and s chools
hav e been allow ed to stagger the class timing
of each class in consultation w ith stakeholders
/ PTA concerned. Institutions hav e been asked

to make all necessary  arrangements for
screening at the entrance, sanitization and
phy sical distancing. How ev er, students
of Higher Educational Institutions as w ell
as upper-primary  lev el Classes w ill be
permitted to attend the institution only  with
the w ritten consent of parents / guardians.
The decision of the Chief Secretary, A &
N Administration to allow  offline classes
has  been w elcom ed by  parents /
guardians. They  are of the opinion that if
parents/guardians do the needful at their

end and schools/colleges make necessary
arrangements to prev ent COVID-19 infection,
their children w ill be protected in s chool/
college.

M.A Sajid appointed as
new NSUI State President

Kundan on Friday, stated a press
releas e issued by  NSUI National
Secretary  Ms. Mamatha Nerlige.

Shr i . Saj id  on Saturday
res umed the office of N SUI at
Gandhi Bhaw an, Port Blair. On this
occasion, all the office bearers of
NSUI along w ith PCC President
Shri. Ranglal Haldar, PCC General

Secretary  Shri. Masi Lugun, AICC
Member Shri. Ganeshan & NSUI
Ex -President Shr i.  Mahinder
Pras ad fe lic itated the new ly
appointed NSUI President w ith
great enthusiasm. 

While addressing, Shri. Sajid
ex pres sed his gratitude tow ards

Rangat, Sep 5:  Pradhan
Mantri M atru Vandana Yojana is a
matern ity  benefi t program run by
the gov ernment of India. It is a
conditional cash transfer scheme for
pregnant and lactating w omen of 19
y ears of age or abov e for the first

ICDS Rangat celebrates
Mantru Vandana Saptah

from 1st Sep to 7th Sep
liv e bir th. As part of POSHAN
Maah celebration, the ICDS Rangat
in association w ith Family  Welfare
unit, AYUSH unit and Rashtriy a Bal
Sw asthy a Kary akram unit of CHC
Rangat , celebrated Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana, (PMMVY)
as Mantru Vandana Saptah (1st Sep
2021  to 7 Sep 2021).

The Pradhan Mantri  Matru
Vandana Yojana, (PMMVY) is a
maternity benefit program run by  the
gov ernm ent of India. It is a
conditional cash transfer scheme for
pregnant and lactating w omen of 19
y ears of age or abov e for the first
liv e birth.

R ec ognis ing that under-
nutrition continues to adv ersely
affect majority  of w omen in  India
and ev ery  th i rd w om an is

Provisional
merit list of  2
yr. D.El.Ed.
course at

Dr. S.R.DIET
Port B la i r Sep 5: T he

prov is ional  m er i t l ist o f the
candidates seeking admission to 2
y r .  D. El . Ed.  c ours e at Dr .
S. R.DIET, Garacharma for the
session 2021-22 has been published
in the Common College admission
portal  http :/ /co llegeadmiss ion.
andaman.gov.in and on the notice
board of DIET, Garacharma  on
6th September 2021. For claims &
objections, if any  in the merit list the
c andidates  m ay  s end thei r
gr iev anc es  through e-m ai l
id prdiet2012@gmail.com or submit
to the Principal, DIET, Garacharma
from  6th Sept to 9th Sept 2021 up to
5pm. T he final merit list w ill be
published on 10th September 2021,
w hile counselling of candidates for
admission w ill be held from 13th to
16th September 2021.  For  further
clarifications contact ov er  phone
nos. 9434275511, 9434272428,
9474243350.

Port Blair Sep 5: On 3rd Sept
2021, late ev ening, w hen SHO/
May abunder w as on patrolling, he
receiv ed an information that a car is
parked in an isolated area and some
persons are sitting in that. That
sounded suspicious as to what those

Three persons booked for
gambling by Mayabunder Police

persons might be doing in the car by
parking in an isolated area, he decided
to send a police team and get the
information checked. When the police
team reached there, they  found that
three persons namely  Proshanta
Bis w as  R/ o Sw ades hnagar ,

Billiground, Gokul Baroi R/o Pinaki
Nagar, Billiground and P. Sakthiv el
R/o May abunder w ere gambling in
the car, putting bet money  on the
game of cards. The police team
carried out the proc eedings of

See... Page 02

Port B la i r  Sep 5:  T he
Ex ec utiv e Comm ittee of T he
Insti tu tion of Engineers
(India) Andaman & Nicobar  State
Centre has decided to celebrate
Engineers’ Day  on 15 September
2021 in a simple manner in the
conference hall in  the office of the

54th Engineers’
Day celebration
on 15 September

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
Crackdown on
reality shows

It’s not quite the Cultural Revolution but Xi Jinping’s
“National Rejuvenat ion” is certainly doing its  best  to catch
up. The latest target  for Chinese regulators is popular
culture, particularly  vote-in shows a la American Idol. The
government, in an ostensible bid to reduce the irrational
idolat ry  around celebrit y,  has told broadcasters to
“resolutely put an end to s issy men and other abnormal
aesthetics” and instead “vigorously  promote excellent
Chinese traditional culture, revolut ionary culture and
advanced soc ialist culture”.

There has been some concern about declining fertil ity
rates in China, which is being cited as a reason for the
crackdown on “s issy men”. More l ikely,  though, is  the fact
that popular culture — despite strict  government  controls
— has a tendency to take in elements f rom various
sources. The androgynous aesthetic  that has the party-
state so worried is  the hallmark of  K-Pop and Japanese
culture — two countries that the Chinese Communist Party
is  unlikely to want as soft power influences among the
youth. And, as with other countries with strong leaders,
inc luding democracies, it is not the irrational worship of
celebrities that has the Chinese authorities worried — it’s
just celebrating the “wrong” kind of celebrity.

“Chinese t radit ional culture”,  coupled with
“revolutionary” and “advanced socialis t culture” is nothing
more than a summary of “X i J inping Thought”, recent ly
incorporated in school and college syllabi in the Middle
Kingdom. Too of ten, it is easy to forget that the political
cults of personality  — whether on the Left or Right — are
among the most dangerous and irrational k inds of idol
worship. Add to that  an obsess ion with chest -thumping
masculinity, and the real reason for the aversion to “idol
shows” becomes c lear. Leaders of a certain kind, eager
to be the only objects of veneration, are just eliminat ing
the competition. When it comes to the Chinese Idol, there
can be only one.
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EFFORTS GROW TO STAMP OUT USE OF
PARASITE DRUG IVERMECTIN FOR COVID-19

Health ex pert s and m edic al
groups are pushing to stamp out the
growing use of a decades-old parasite
drug to treat COVID-19, warning that
it can cause harmful side effects and
that there's little evidence it helps.

With a fourth wave of infections,
m ore Am ericans  are turning t o
ivermectin, a cheap drug used to kill
worms and other parasites in humans
and animals.

Federal health officials have seen
a surge in prescriptions this summer,
accompanied by worrying increases
in reported overdoses. The drug was
even g iven to inm ates at a jail in
northw est Arkans as for COVID-19,
despite federal warnings against that
use.

On Wednesday, podcaster Joe
Rogan, who has been dismissive of
the COVID-19 vaccine, announced he
had tested positive for the virus and
was taking the medication.

Ivermectin has been promoted by
Republican lawmakers, conservative
talk s how hosts and some doctors,
amplified via social media to millions
of Americans who remain resistant to
getting v accinated. It has also been
widely  used in  ot her countr ies,
including India and Brazil.

This w eek , t he t op U S
profes sional groups for doctors and
pharmacists appealed for an immediate
end to t he drug's use outside of
research.

W e are urging phys ic ians ,
pharmacists, and other presc ribers
trusted healthcare professionals in
their communities  to warn patients
against the use of ivermectin outside
of FDA-approv ed indicat ions and
guidance, said the American Medical
As soc iation and tw o pharm acist

groups.
Large studies are now underway

in the US and overseas to determine
if the drug has any effect on preventing
or blunting COVID-19.

The la test plea follows similar
warnings from federal and state
regulators who are tracking side effects
and hospital admis sions tied to the
drug.

Louisiana and Washington issued
alerts after an uptick in calls to poison
contro l centres. Some animal feed
supply stores have run out of the drug

because of people buying the veterinary
form to try and treat COVID-19.

There 's  jus t not  any  good
evidence right now suggesting this is
a good treat ment  for  treating or
preventing COVID -19, said Randy
McDonough, a pharmacist in Iowa City,
Iowa.

Ivermect in is approved by the
Food and Drug Administration to treat
infections of roundworms and other
tiny parasites in humans and animals
like cows, horses and dogs.

Tablets are used for int ernal
parasites while ointments are used to
t reat  head l ic e and other  s kin
infections. The generic drug works by
paralysing the worms and killing their
offspring.

The FDA has tried to  debunk
online claims that animal-st rength
versions of the drug can help fight

COVID-19.
Taking large doses of this drug is

dangerous and can cause serious
harm, the FDA warned in a public
advisory. The drug can cause nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea, seizures, delirium
and even death, said the agency.

D r D av id Boulw are of  the
University of Minnesota says the
drug's side effects are mild at two or
even t hree times  the usual  human
dose.  But formulat ions f or  farm
animals might contain 1,000 times
what's safe for humans.

It's pretty easy to get into toxic
levels , said Boulw are, an infectious
diseas e spec ial is t .  A l l  t hes e
concentrated doses that are meant for
a 2,000 pound horse can certainly get
people sick or hospitalized for toxicity.

Boulware says he prescribes the
drug to patients a few times a year in
the US and more routinely w hen
working in countries where intestinal
parasi tes are common. But he and
other experts hav e been alarmed by
the explosive growth in US ivermectin
pres cribing.  By  mid-August , US
pharmacies were filling 88,000 weekly
prescriptions for the medication, a 24-
fold increase from pre-COVID levels,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Meanwhile,
US poison control centres have seen
a five-fold increase in emergency calls
related to the drug, with some incidents
requiring hospitalisation.

The CDC  cited one case of a
man who drank an injectable form of
ivermectin intended for catt le. He
suffered hallucinations, conf usion,
tremors and other side effects before
being hospitalised for nine days.

The World Health Organization,
the National Institutes of Health and
ot her medical experts  hav e also
recommended against using it outside
of carefully controlled patient studies.
An NI H panel found insuf ficient
evidence for or against the drug for
COVID-19, calling for more large, well-
designed trials.

The experts noted that early
laboratory research showed ivermectin
slowed the replication of coronavirus
when grown in monkey cells. But such
studies are not useful for gauging real-
world eff ectiveness in humans. And
they noted other research suggesting
the drug would need to be given at
levels 100 times the standard dose to
have antiviral effects in humans.

The NIH is studying the drug in a
large trial comparing a half -dozen
established drugs to see if they have
some effect against COVID-19.

Experts say those interested in
ivermectin should ask about enrolling
in such studies. By participating in a
clinical trial you're not going to harm
yours elf and you're going to help
societ y generate the knowledge we
need to know if this works or doesn't
work, said Boulware.

54th Engineers’ .. from... Page 01
Andaman Lakshadw eep Harbour
Work s,  M ohanpura Port B la ir
betw een 9:30AM to 1PM. The
technical  presentations w ill be on
the Theme “Engineers for Skill
Development & Employ ment in
Combating COVID” . The interested
Engineers for presentation shall
submit their presentation in soft and
Hard copy  to Honorary  Secretary
Andaman & Nicobar State Centre
latest by 10th September 2021. The
pres entation shal l be of the
m ax im um  duration of 15-20
minutes.  The AN SC has  also
decided to aw ard Certi ficate of
Appreciation and memento to three

local Tech Samaritans w ho hav e
responded to the COVID-19 crisis
w ith v alour and guts and prov ided
technical services to the society  to
tide ov er the cr isis . The local
Engineers/Technicians shall submit
their Bio-Data and description of their
contribution in COVID-19 crisis duly
s igned by  them  and thei r
organizations/Department head to
Honorary  Sec retary  la tes t by
10th September 2021 ANSC. For
any  further clarification, Honorary
Secretary  Andaman & Nic obar
State Centre Port Blai r can be
c ontac ted in  m obi le  num ber
9434288234.

M.A Sajid appointed.. from... Page 01
Shri. Kuldeep Rai Sharma & Shri.
Ranglal Haldar for honouring him
w i th the res pons ibi lity  of NSUI
State President for the s econd
term. He said that he w ill  w ork
w ith full  energy  to strengthen the
organiz ation as  w el l  as  the

C ongres s  par ty  and uphold
constitutional v a lues. He assured
to w ork for the students community
of A&N Is lands round the clock
and reques ted y ouths to jo in the
hands  of Congress for  ov era ll
dev elopment of the Islands.

Three persons.. from... Page 01
seizures etc.  as per  the legal
procedure. The persons w ere booked
for  the v io la tion of Gam bl ing
Regulation w ith the seizure of bet
money  amount to ‘1.07 Lakhs. The
raid and legal proceedings were done
by SHO/Mayabunder Insp. Usman
Ali under the superv ision SDPO/

Diglipur Shri. R.K.Sharma. Strict
action by the district police on any
information giv en by  the public is
w inning the trust of the people and
they  are coming forw ard to share the
information w ith police, though most
of them prefer that their names be
kept secret.

Over 66 crore 89 lakh v accine
doses have been prov ided to States
and Union Territories so far. These
v accines hav e been giv en through
the Central gov ernment free of cost
channel and direct state procurement
category. More than 1.56 crore
doses are in the pipeline. The Union

Centre provided over 66
crore 89 lakh vaccine

doses provided to States,
Union Territories so far

Health Ministry  said, ov er  4.37
crore balance and unutilized COVID
v accine doses are still av ailable
w i th the States and UTs. T he
Ministry  said the Centre is committed
to ac celerating the pac e and
ex panding the scope of COVID-19
v accination throughout the country.

ICDS Rangat .. from... Page 01
undernourished and every  second
w om an is  anem ic .  An
undernour ished m other almost
inev itably  giv es birth to a low  birth
w eight baby. When poor nutrition
starts in-utero, it ex tends throughout
the life cy cle since the changes are
largely  irrev ers ible. Ow ing to
economic and social distress many
w omen continue to w ork to earn a
liv ing for their family  right up to the
last day s  of the ir  pregnanc y.
Furthermore, they  resume w orking
soon after childbirth, ev en though
their body  might not permit it, thus
prev enting their  body  from  fully
recov ering on one hand, and also
impeding their ability  to ex clusively
breastfeed their young infant in the
first six  months.

U nder  the PM M VY from
01.01.2017 onwards, for pregnancy
on or after 01.01.2017, for first child
in family, cash incentiv e of ¹  5000/
- being prov ided directly  in the bank/
post office account of Pregnant
Women and Lactating Mothers in
three instalments i.e. first instalment
of ¹  1000/- on early  registration of
pregnancy  at the Anganw adi Centre

(AWC)/  approv ed Health fac ility,
second instalment of ¹  2000/- after
s ix  m onths of pregnancy  on
receiv ing at leas t one ante-natal
check-up (ANC) and third instalment
of ¹  2000/-  after  chi ld  bir th  is
registered and the child has received
the fi rst cy cle of BCG, OPV, DPT
and Hepatitis-B, or its equiv alent/
substitu te. T he objectiv e is to 
Prov ide partial compensation for the
w age los s in terms  of c as h
incentiv es so that the w oman can
take adequate rest before and after
deliv ery  of the first liv ing child. And
the cash incentiv e prov ided w ould
lead to improv ed health seeking
behav iour amongst the Pregnant
Wom en and Lactating Mothers
(PW&LM).  (Ex c lude w ork ing
PW&LM). The follow ing Kary akram
w here held:- 1. Theme photography
of Matru Vandana recognising the
role of mother in the family . 2 
Aw areness on the 5 components of
Poshan Maah, ie a. The Journey of
the Fi rst 1000 day s of a Child.b.
Anemia M ukt Bharat c. Diarrhoea
prev ention d. Hy giene and sanitation
/hand w ash e. Paushtik Aahaar. 3.

AYUSH and Yoga Interv ention by
Yoga Break Practice and Immunity
Booster Medic ines Distr ibution,
AYUSH Paushtik Aahaar v idhi,
Dinc hary a/ r i tuchary a-.  4 .
Aw areness  on 4 prev ention of
COVID-19 ie SMSV, w hich stands
for Sanitation, Mask, Do Gaj Social
distancing and Vaccination. And 5.
Identification and adv isory  for SAM
Children.

The awareness program was
lead by  Dr.B.Bindu Kum ar MO
(Hom oeo) and Miss  Vinu Yoga
Instructor, Dr.Monika and Dr.Aabida
from  RBSK c onduc ted SAM
Surv ey  and motiv ated mothers to
increase complementary  feeding
w i th paushtik  Aahaar  and
deworm ing  and referal serv ices
w hen needed. At the outset Smti.
Susan S Mathew, Muky a Sev ika,
ICDS, w elcomed the doc tors and
mothers and ex plained in brief about
Poshan Maah and the the National
Nutritional Mission objectiv es and 

Sm ti .Sujatha, CHO, Sub-
centre, Nimbutala ex pres sed
gratitude to the Mothers and v isiting
team from CHC Rangat.

Port Blair Sep 5: In the 1920s, the
chief commissioner of the Andaman Islands,
Lt Col M.L. Ferrar, w rote to his cousin Rev.
Harry  Ignatius M arshall, head of the
American Baptist Mission in Burma (now
My anmar), about the need for a “self-
contained group of people to settle in the
islands as labourers and cultiv ators”. Soon
a clutch of families—from the Karen ethnic
community —w as heading to the Andamans,
ready to make the thick forested areas of the
archipelago’s middle island home. They  took
w ith them fiv e-s ix  r ice v ar ieties ,
including chowchiminai.

A pizza that gets cooked on the
move in Gurugram

Saw John Aung Thong’s family  w as
part of this group. Today John, 49, w ho was
born in the Andamans, and his w ife, Doris,
run a home-stay , Koh Hee,  in
Mayabunder tehsil. They  show case these
v arieties on their menu, w ith dishes such
as moloyebau, or boiled rice balls soaked
in sugar water, and meiseepaw, rice cooked
in bamboo. He is also supporting a Karen
cooperativ e society  in a bid to keep aliv e
the community ’s food, arts and culture. The
initiativ es include a restaurant.

The Andaman and Nicobar islands,
w here the ind igenous tribes  remain
reclusiv e, have seen w aves of settlers from
the mainland and parts of South-East Asia:
Labourers from the Indian mainland, ferried
there by the British to build the Cellular Jail,
preceded the Karen, and refugees from w hat
w ould become Bangladesh w ere giv en
shelter on Hav elock, one of the islands, in

1971. The cuisine, quite naturally, reflects
these myriad flav ours, with recipes passed
dow n through generations and ingredients
tweaked to adjust to what is av ailable locally.
Today, a handful of restaurants and home-
stay s are going bey ond the usual Oriental-
Continental fare to create a map of local
flav ours for travellers, adjusting to the safety
requirements mandated by  the pandemic.

Varun Sankaran Kutty  and Kir ti
Kaly andurgm ath of the boutique hotel
Jalakara, on Hav elock island, hav e ev en
created a sensitiv e dining ex perience for
guests in collaboration w ith one of the
families liv ing in the interiors of a forest.
They  got to know them through one of their
cooks, w ho used to visit this family, the
Mridhas. “They w ere v ery  warm and had
not been ex posed to tourism much. The
house had a w ooden and tin roof, one could
find charpoy s around w ith suparis (betel nut)
dry ing on them, chicken being cooked on a
w ood fire and chutneys made out of locally
grow n chillies. I thought of sharing this with

my guests but in a w ay  that was not touristy
or disrespectful to the family,”  say s Kutty.
So, small groups are taken from Jalakara to
the forest for this ex perience.

The Taj Ex otica Andamans, too,
show cases indigenous produce and
flav ours. Customised meals hav e replaced
the typical city-style buffet format. The local
cuisine at The Settlers restaurant is a tribute
to the communities from Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and West Bengal that hav e
made the islands their home. “We trav elled
to different parts of the islands, such as
May abunder and Diglipur, to understand how
cooking ev olv ed in the islands. These
insights hav e informed the six -course menu
at the restaurant,”  says Brij Bhushan Rajpali,
the hotel’s general manager.

There is, of course, seafood on the
menu. There are dishes of raw  banana,
w hich is found in abundance on the islands.
The two-acre farm on the property, managed
by  tw o locals of Bengali origin, grow s
indigenous ingredients such as vine spinach,
a ty pe of chilli ty pical to the Andamans that
rates quite high on the Scov ille measure,
fragrant w ild coriander and w ild curry
leav es. Kutty  is one of the first to hav e
started w orking with home cooks—w omen
w hose husbands w ork as labourers—to
create a thali of authentic cuisine for the staff
of 16 at Jalakara. “We have also put this up
on our hotel menu.”  The w omen, initially
hesitant, use ingredients such as the banraj,
a tough country  chicken, w hich is immensely
flav ourful and is made into a spicy  dish.
“Most guests enjoy it. And this helps motiv ate

our home cooks. Guests also take cooking
classes from them,”  adds Kutty.

The local cuisine is ev er-ev olv ing.
Earlier, w hen it used to be difficult to get
ingredients from the mainland, communities
learnt to  adapt to local ingredients,
incorporating coconut, papay a, the elephant
ears plant, nalli leav es and local pineapple
in their dishes. “ In the Andamans, y ou will
find a huge bhindi that looks like it is on
steroids. The one essential cooking item is
mustard oil, which is brought in from outside,”
say s Kutty.

Ev eryday  fare is heav ily  influenced
by Bengali cuisine and the typical breakfast
is panta bhat, or fermented rice soaked
ov ernight, w ith small fish. On a festiv e
occasion, this is paired w ith aloo bhorta.

The islanders eat three-four meals a
day. “People on the island are v ery  laid-
bac k .  Lunc h consis ts of r ice,
v eggies, dal w ith fish head or some curry.
Dinner is the most important meal as the
enti re fam ily  eats together. It usually
comprises a fish or egg curry, a raw banana
preparation, aloo chorchori, or thinly sliced,
deep-fried potatoes, cabbage and pumpkin.
It is rare for Bengalis to eat coconut-based
grav y  but one thing they  eat is the khatta
saar, or tamarind fish curry,”  say s Kutty.

Fish is an essential ingredient in the
cuisine of the Karen community  as w ell. “In
the ey es of the other settler communities of
the Andamans, the Karen identity  is closely
ass oc iated w i th  food i tems  s uc h
as ngapi (fermented paste of dried shrimp
or fish)...” ex plains a chapter, Place, Space,

Identity And Transforming Cuisine Among
The Karen Of The Andamans, in the 2020
book Food And Power: Expressions Of
Food-Politics In South Asia, edited by  K.
Mukhopadhy ay. The chapter has been
authored by  Shiba Desor, Manish Chandi
and John of the Koh Hee home-stay.

The chapter highlights how  the Karen
in the Andamans dev eloped their ow n
markers of identity. For instance, the me-to-
pi, a ty pical Karen dish in My anmar that is
made by  pounding glutinous rice, is not
common in the Andamans. On the islands,
a ty pical Karen meal w ould consist of
soup, ngapi, taado (raw , boiled or steamed
v eggies), fish or meat. “The Karens in
Andamans cultivate 14 v arieties of rice, 31
ty pes of trees, 42 kitchen v egetables and
herbs and 14 medicinal plants. These figures
indicate that unlike common perception, the
Karens are not only  paddy  cultiv ators, but
also av id gardeners dependent on kitchen
gardens  and orc hards for  m any
supplementary, medicinal and flav ouring
additions to their cuisine,”  notes the chapter.

F or  Smi ta Madhus oodhan,  an
architect and artist based on Hav elock, the
ability  of Karen families such as John’s to
forage medicinal ingredients from the forest
and use them in cooking w ith spices,
Burma dhaniya, plant shoots is simply
delightful. “The families here are proud of
hosting and cooking for people,”  notes Kutty.
“They  hav e protected the recipes, passed
down from generations of original settlers.”
This, he believ es, is w hat w ill sav e the
unique island cuisines of the Andamans.

Food in the Andamans is an ode to the home left behind

39 mining projects of
Coal India face delays

State-ow ned C oal  Ind ia
Limited's 39 coal mining projects are
running behind schedule on account
of delays in getting green clearances
and issues related to rehabilitation
and resettlement (R&R).

This assumes significance in
the w ake of the country 's pow er
plants grappling w ith depleting
stocks at their end.

"114 coal projects w ith  a
sanctioned capacity  of 836.48 mty
(million tonnes per y ear) and a
sanctioned capital of Rs 1,19,580.62
crore are in different s tages  of
implementation out of w hich 75
projec ts are on schedule and 39
projec ts are delay ed," Coal  India
said in its report.

The major reasons for delay s
in implementation of these projects
are delays in forest clearances and
poss ession of land and is sues
related to R&R.

CIL's nine coal projects, w ith
a sanctioned capacity  of 27.60
mil lion tonnes per y ear  and a
sanctioned capita l of Rs 1,976.59
crores w ere completed w ith a total
completion capita l of Rs 1,958.89
crore during 2020-21.

Four of these projects belong
to Wes tern Coalfields Ltd (WCL),
three of Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL)
and tw o of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd
(MCL).

WC L, CCL and MC L are
subsid iaries of Coal India. One
project with a sanctioned capacity
of 1.4 million tonnes per y ear and
a sanctioned capital of Rs 143.63
crore had started coal production
during the year 2020-21, the report
said.

CIL arm South Eastern
Coalfie lds Ltd (SECL) is the
m in ing projec t that s tar ted
production during FY21, it said.

Coal India accounts for over 80 per
cent of domestic coal output.

Bas ed on the dem and
projection in ''Vis ion 2024'' for the
coal sector in the country  and
subsequent demand projection on
CIL, a road map has been prepared
to project production plan in medium
term. Under this, CIL has env isaged
one billion tonne coal production in
the y ear 2023-24 to meet the coal
demand of the country. To achiev e
this target, CIL has identified major
projects and assessed their related
issues.



CMY K P B

05  06.09.2021     Monday      Port Blair The  Andaman  Express

ITBP Recruitment 2021,
Apply 65 Constable

Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP  Recruitment 2021 | C onstable P ost |  65 Vacancies |  Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply  Online @ itbpolice.nic. in ITB P Recruitment 2021: Indo-
Tibetan B order P olice Force has issued the recruitment notification for the post
of C onstable (General Duty) under Sports Quota in the S ports disciplines.  The
ITBP  inv ites both Male & Female candidates for fil ling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for G roup ’C ’ posts.  These v acancies are not
av ailable for phys ically  challenged persons or ex-serv iceman. Eligible Indian
c itizens may  apply  this  ITB P  sports quota recruitment through online mode
only ,  another mode of application form w il l  not be accepted.  The online
application form starts  from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is  02.09.2021.  Candidates are requested to fill  the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will  not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interv iew/ test. After the interv iew,  applicant w ill be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69,100. If you want more
details  about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITB P constable recruitment, ITB P jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification,  selection list, results, merit list etc . check the official
website.  This is the great opportunity  for the candidates who are seeking for Central
Govt jobs.

Indian Airforce Recruitment
2021, Apply 85 MTS & Other

Vacancies @ indianairforce.nic.in
Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021 | Cook, Carpenter & Other Post|  85 Vacancies | Last

Date: Wi thin 30 Day s | Dow nload Appl ication Form @ indianairforc e.nic.in
Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021: Indian Airforce w ill prov ide a great opportunity  for the

candidates w ho are seeking for Central Gov t Jobs. Currently  Indian Airforce announced 85
v acancies for the Group ‘C’ civ ilian posts. The Group ‘C’ posts suc h as Cook, Mess Staff,
Multi Tasking staff (MTS), Hindi  Ty pist, Hous e Keeping Staff, Low er Div ision Clerk , Store
Keeper, Carpenter, Painter, Civ ilian Mechanical Transport Driver & Other Posts. Candidates
w ho are eligible for these IAF jobs may  send their application form through offline mode. The
IAF application form and notification is av ailable on the official w ebsite. Application form in a
prescribed format should reach the corresponding address on or before w ithin 30 day s from
the date of publication of this adv ertisement.

Candidates w ith the minimum qualification of Matriculation/ 12th/ Graduate from a recognized
Univ ersity / Board w ill only  be eligible to apply  this IAF jobs. The IAF conducts w ritten test/
skill/ practical/ phy sical test to recruit eligible candidates for the Group ‘C’ post. Applicant are
requested to send the application form in a prescribed format and the applicant should mention
name and category  of the post, otherw ise it w ill not be considered. More details of IAF jobs,
sy llabus, Indian Airforce Group ‘C’ vacancy, upcoming notification, application form etc. w ill be
uploaded on the official w ebsite. You may  download application form from the official w ebsite or
the link is prov ided at the end of the page.

How  to apply  Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021
First, Visit the official w ebsite “ indianairforce.nic.in”
Find the required adv ertisement.
Click and v iew  the notification carefully  and check the eligibility.
Apply  through offline mode, take the printout of the application form and fill the required

details correctly.
Send the filled application form to the concerned centres w ithin the due date.
The notification link is giv en below  for any  reference.
The brief details of educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode and

how  to apply  process are discussed abov e. For more details for this recruitment, candidates
may  v isit the official w ebsite “ indianairforce.nic.in” . Stay tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get
more latest job updates.

Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021, 347
Assistant Manager & Other Vacancies, Apply

Online @ unionbankofindia.co.in
Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021 | Senior Manager, Manager & Assistant Manager

Posts | 347 Vacancies | Last Date: 03.09.2021 | U nion Bank J ob N oti fication @
unionbankofindia.co.in

Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021: Union Bank of India inv ites online application from
suitable persons for Specialist Officer positions. As per Union Bank recruitment 2021 notification,
totally  347 v acancies for the follow ing posts such as Senior Manager, Manager & Assistant
Manager posts. Applicants w ho searching for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply  for this
Union Bank of India v acancy. Online application process begins from 12.08.2021. Before
apply ing, candidates need to read the terms & conditions. The Last date to submit the application
form for this Union Bank jobs is 03.09.2021.

Eligible and w illing candidates may  dow nload the Union Bank of India job notification &
apply online @ w w w .unionbankofindia.co.in. B.E./ B.Tech/ MBA/ Any  Degree are eligible to
apply  for this chance to start & dev elop careers at Union Bank of India.  They  w ill select
candidates by  conducting online ex am/ personal interv iew / group discussion. Aspirants should
submit the photocopies of educational qualification, age proof & other documents at the time of
online application process for Union Bank of India jobs 2021. Online ex amination w ill be held
on 09.10.2021. More details of Union Bank recruitment 2021, exam date, admit card, sy llabus,
selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite unionbankofindia.co.in.
Click on Recruitments>> Click here to view  current Recruitment.
Find & click U NION BANK RECRUITM ENT PROJ ECT 2021-22 (SPECIALIST

OFFICERS) Recruitment Notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Back to Recruitment page & click on Apply  Online.
Fill the online application form.
Make a pay ment of application fee.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.

People with uncomplicated liver transplant
and w ith no co-morbidities did "not hav e poor
outc ome" if they  w ere affected by  Cov id,
according to a new  study.

The independent study w as conducted by
Max  Super Specia lity  Hospital, Saket,  under
the aegis of Dr Subhash Gupta, the chairman of
the hospital's centre for liv er & biliary  sciences.

The study  w as conducted on a batch of
people w ho w ent liv er transplant since 2006,
inc luding those affected by  C OVID-19,  to
unders tand their  response,  as they  are on
"immunosuppressiv e m edic ations" w hich
predispose them to infections.

It w as based on over 2,100 adult recipients
of the transplant procedure at the hospital's
department of gastroenterology  and hepatology
and the centre for liv er and biliary  sciences, and
w ho hav e been under follow -up starting 2006,
hospital authorities said Saturday.

The study  has suggested that recipients
w ith uncomplicated liver transplant cases and
w ho had no co-morbidities, and w ere affected
by  Cov id "do not hav e poor outcome".

As ked about recip ients  w ho had
complicated transplant procedures, doctors said
the sev ere ones also recov ered on treatment,

and later they  were administered the monoclonal
cocktail therapy, and "responded w ell to it".

Ty pical ly, COVID-19 is associated w ith
higher mortality  among patients w ho hav e
comorbidities or pre-ex isting medical conditions
such as obesity,  diabetes,  coronary  artery
disease, chronic kidney  disease and non-
alcoholic fatty liv er disease.

"It is an established fact that patients w ho
hav e undergone liv er transplant are on long-
term immunosuppressiv e medications w hich
predis pose them to infections. The study  is
significant because the data regarding impact of
SARS-C oV-2 infection in post liv er transplant
patients is conflicting, and risk factors for outcome
are also not w ell defined," Gupta said.

While initial studies suggested that patients
on immunosuppressiv e medications, such as
liv er transplant recipients, are at an increased
risk  of s ev ere C OVID-19 and m ortal ity,
subsequent evidence did not support this finding,
he said.

T he s tudy  s hares  the c l in ic a l
characteristics, demographics and outcomes of
SARS-CoV-2 infection in  post-liv er transplant
population, the doctor was quoted as say ing in a
statement by  the hospital.

PEOPLE WITH NO
CO-MORBIDITIES

DIDN'T HAVE POOR
COVID OUTCOME

Ov er 68 crore 46 lakh COVID-19 v accine
doses hav e been administered in the country so
far under the Nationw ide Vaccination Driv e.  In
the last 24 hours, more than 71 lakh 61  thousand
v accine doses w ere administered y esterday.
Ov er 42 thousand new  COVID-19 cases w ere
reported w hile more than 38 thousand people
recov ered in the last 24 hours. Three hundred
eight  people lost their liv es during the period.

Over 68 crore 46 lakh COVID-19
vaccine doses administered in

country so far; National recovery
rate stands at 97.42 pct

Till now , more than three crore 21 lakh
people hav e recov ered from COVID-19. Union
Health Ministry  said, the COVID recov ery  rate
in the country  now  stands at 97.42 per cent. The
activ e caseload s tands at  ov er four lakh ten
thousand.

Ov er 17 lakh 47 thousand  COVID tests
w ere conducted yesterday. So far, 53 crore tests
hav e been conducted in the country.
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OPEN SECRET

IS INDIAN EDTECH'S GROWTH WORRISOME,
OR JUST WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS?

Septem ber 5 is Teacher's Day. And
more than a year after a pandemic upended
the way  we looked at  teaching, don't be
surprised if an online app epitomises, at least
to some, the future of teaching.

The weeks and months of pandemic
restrictions that kept schools closed and
parents  scampering around for w ays to
supplement their children's onl ine classes
have seen India's till-recently-nascent edtech
industry on an unbelievable roll; estimates
indicate that nearly 30,000 crore
rupees of funding have flown into the
sector  in the country over the past
one-and-a-half years, and big names
like Byju's have seen them selves
muscle up like Hulk on extra-energised
gamma rays.

“The advancements in technology
and pandemic (have) accelerated the
digita l transformation of the Indian
educ at ion ec os ys tem, ” Raghav
Gupta,  managing d irector (I ndia &
As ia-Pac if ic ) of  leading edt ec h
mul tinat ional  Cours era, told THE
W EEK.  “A grow ing ecos ys tem
dedicated to solving the needs of the
learners and enabling insti tutions to  offer
greater access is the way forward for the
country and the economy,” he added.

Besides Bengaluru-based Think and
Learn, the parent company of Byju's, three
other Indian edt ech startups have hi t the
exalted unicorn status, or a valuation of one
billion dollars (roughly 7,500 crore rupees) or
more – Unacademy, U pGrad and just last
m ont h,  Erudi t us .  B ig daddy Byju 's ,
meanwhi le, have grow n so big so quickly
that when last valued, it was already worth
1.2 lakh crore rupees. Founder & CEO Byju
Raveendran declared earlier this week that
the st artup, founded barely 10 years  ago,
was on course to clock a turnover of 10,000
crore this year.

Not jus t that, the edtech start ups of
Ind ia have been on an ex pans ion and
consolidation spree like there's no tomorrow.

Byju's spat e of acquisitions have included
the likes of competing online rival Toppr as
well as  Aakash, onc e the biggie of the
traditional coaching business.

However, the growing clout of Indian
edtech—it helped that Chinese government's
crackdown of its learning platforms has left
the field wide open for des i upstarts  (with
western businesses realising the potential of
the fie ld rather lat e)—has also spawned
worries whether Indian edtech firms are flying

too close to the sun. Too much, and too
quickly for comfort? Online media as well as
social media chats have recently singled out
unscrupulous business practices like duping
unwitting parents and a toxic marketing
culture behind the aggressive growth of some
leading players. Others feel most certainly
that many of those rushing into the edtech
gold rush will crash and burn.

“Of course, more edtech players will
fail than the ones who will hit high valuation,”
commented an industry analyst. “How the
startups ingeniously capitalise on the growth
areas will make all the dif ference to their
fortunes.”

That is a point. The high valuations and
growth numbers the sector has been claiming
has or ig ins not just  in the im mens e
possibilities the Indian market and in particular
the rising aspirations in small town India, but

also the scope for expansion abroad. Some
of the recent buyouts Indian edtech players
hav e done rec ently  involve c ompanies
abroad. Byju's spent 500 million dol lars to
acquire the American digital reading platform
Epic recently, while Eruditus acquired Silicon
Valley startup iD Tech for 200 million dollars.
Many firms now have majority of their users
outside of India even.

There is a lso the scope for targetting
multiple areas even within education. While

the original focus was  on prov iding
supplementary  coaching to school
curriculum, many edtech firms are now
foc using on speci fic growt h areas,
ranging from entrance coaching to higher
education.

“While edtech startups and unicorns
have already disrupted the K12, test prep
and continued learning market s, the
higher education sector remains woefully
underserved,” points out  Chinm oy
Rajwanshi, co-founder and chief business
officer at  ImaginXP, an edtech startup
that is aiming at this niche.

W hi le  t here are f ears  of  a
government pushback like what happened

in China for edtech, or in this country itself
against social media and Big Tech, top players
remain optimistic. “Online learning got a major
push from the National Education Policy that
promotes online education to achieve the 50
per cent gross enrollment ratio vision,” points
out Gupta of Coursera.  The enthusiasm is
such that even conventional players like
school managements have gotten on the act.
Sri Chaitanya, a leading educational group
which runs in places like Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and elsewhere recently got into
launching a digital educational platform, by
launching Infinity Learn. “We have been able
to make a difference for students with schools
across the country. With the Pandemic, we
realised they were in urgent need of this help
digitally and we immediately jumped in, to
bridge this digi tal divide,  explains Ujjwal
Singh, CEO, Infinity Learn.
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