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MP demands earmarking of swimming area with
double safety netting for tourists and local residents at

Wandoor, Chidiyatapu and Corbyn’s Cove beaches
Port Blair, Nov 29: Th e Member

of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma has
r eq u ested  th e L t .  Go ver n o r o f
And aman and Nicobar I slands to
earmar k a proper swimming area at
Wandoor, Chidiyatapu and Corbyn’s
Cove beaches with do uble safety
netting for tourists and local residents,
so that safe swimming can be opened
in these three prominent beaches. In a
letter addressed to the Lt. Governor of
Andaman and Nico bar Island s, Mr.
Sharma added that as touri sm has
revived i n Andaman an d Nico bar
Island s, thousand s of tourists are
reachi ng Port Blai r on a daily basis
and many of them  are going  back
deeply disappointed as they are unable

to swim in any of the beaches of Port
Blair and adjoining areas.

He pointed out that Andaman and
N icob ar Is l an ds bei ng  a beach
destin ation, touri sts mainly p lan to
visit Andaman and Nicobar Islands  to
experience swimming in sea and also
to enjoy water sports activities but in
all th e beaches i n and aroun d Port
Blair, viz Wandoor, Chidiyatapu and
C o rb yn ’ s C o ve swi m m i ng  i s
pr oh ib ited  b ecau se o f th reat  o f
cr ocod ile at tack. T he Memb er of
Parl iament said that to urists who
spend thousands o f rupees to  visit
Andaman and Nicobar Islands get very
disappointed when they are told that
swimming is only allowed in Shaheed
Dweep and Swaraj Dweep and not in

Port Blair and adjoining areas. This is
sending a negative signal to all over
th e wo rl d an d wi ll  sur el y harm
Andaman’s Tourism Industr y in the
coming future, he mentioned.

Mr. Sharma added that not only
to urists, local r esid ents ar e al so
unable to swim in any of the beaches
of Port Blair and adjoining areas even
when they live very close to sea, which
is a major source of disappointment.
He said that  Tourism  is the main
Industry in Andaman and Ni cobar
Islands and thousands of people are
solely dependent on Tourism for their
li velih ood  and th is is  extremely
important to look into these important
issues to promote Andaman Tourism
globally.

Port B lair, Nov  29: Organized in
m emory  of Late R ajes h & Paul ,
Buniy adabad Premier League C ricket
c onc luded on M onday .    F orm er
Chairperson of Municipal Council, Shri K
Ganeshan w as the c hief guest on the
occasion. Shri Jagjev an Ram SO ICMR,
Smti Lax mi Ganeshan, and Mr El laraja
(Alsu) President, Youth Congres s, Smti
Mohini, Mr Raju IC MR w ere present as
the guests of honor.

The finals of the tournament w as
play ed betw een Black boy s Vs Lashw ith
Warr iors and the form er w on the
tournament, w hich got underw ay  on Nov
8 w ith a total six  teams namely  Lashw ith
Warriors, Tamil Warriors, Fireboys, Black

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Diglipur, Nov  29: To condemn

the c al lous  atti tude of the
Adm inis tration in resolv ing the
griev ances of the public, the Pradesh
Congress Committee has organized
Dharna and Chakka Jam in Diglipur
along w ith other parts of N orth &
Middle Andaman from 10.30 AM to
12.00 noon at Subhashgram Bazar. 

The demands include repair of
National Highw ay in Noth & Middle
Andam an,  C onduc ting PR Is
Elections, resolving of shortage of
lifesav ing pills and emergency
medicines, demand for the v isit of
respec tiv e adm inis trativ e
Secretaries to hav e a firsthand

Dharna and Chakka Jam by Diglipur
Congress Unit to press various Demands

Port Blair, Nov  29: All children
are born w ith some inherent talent
and it depends on how  the talent is
brought out in a child during its
formativ e stages.  In  a c lass ic
ex ample of how  parents can play

Andaman Tamizhar
Sangam felicitates child
prodigy Shiva Yogetha
The 4 year old entered the national and

international book of records by reciting
backward numbers 100 to 1 in a round time

v ital role in identify ing the inherent
and inborn talent in a child, parent
namely  Siv akumar and Radhika,
res idents  of Shore Point in
Bambooflat brought out the inert talent

Shri K  Ganes han, former Cha irperson of  M unicipa l Council,
inaugurat ing ALEPH Driving School at Buniyada bad, opposite
Old BSNL Building, Port  B lair. In  pre s ence  of  Pa st or Ra ja ,
Owne r of  G Kamales wa ra n. Amid growing unemploy me nt  in
these  is lands, the Driv ing Sc hool will provide an opport unity
to yout h in  the se islands t o se cure  lic ense  aft er t rain ing and
get jobs both in  the government and priv ate se ctors, said Shri
Ganesha n on the  occ asion.

Port Blair, Nov  29: First ev er
North & Middle Dis tr ic t Open
Chess  Tournament 2021 w as
organis ed by  Andaman Nicobar

ANCA hold maiden Chess
Tourney in N&M Andaman

Chess As sociation (ANCA) on
Sunday  the 28th Nov ember 2021
at Youngster’s Club, Keralapuram,
Diglipur. The event was sponsored

by  Sarav ana Xerox  Diglipur and
Andam an Trad Sy ndicate,  Port
Blair.  All safety  norms for  COVID
w ere adhered during the entire

See... Page 02

Black Boys win Buniyadabad
Premier League Cricket tourney

:: Muralidharan Pillai ::
May abunder, Nov  29: There

is an adage that healthy  minds lives
in healthy  body. And for that ev ery
human man being needs to practice
phy sical activ ities like games  and
sports . After nearly  tw o y ears of
corona pandemic sports and games
activ i ties needed to dev eloping
infrastructure  for  physical activ ities
at May abunder for keeping their

See... Page 06
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Port Blair, Nov  29:
T he Andam an State
Comm ittee of A ll  Ind ia
Kera la Mus lim C ultural
Centre, an Indian Union
Muslim League ( IUM L)
affiliated organization held its
first General Council Meet
and Pal l ia tiv e C are
Aw areness Programme in

Vaccination drive
continuing smoothly

in A&N Islands
Port B la i r ,  N ov  29:

The v accination driv e is continuing
smooth ly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 5, 49,121
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx .). A total of 1,75,524 eligible
people in the age group of 18 to 44
y ears have been vaccinated till date.
A total of 55 people w ere v accinated
today  in  A&N  Islands . 55
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
North & Middle Andaman Dis trict
out of which 3 beneficiaries w ere in
the age group of 18-44.

Plea for development of
sports infra in Mayabunder

phy sique healthy  and dev elop a
 well disciplined and moral life and
keep their mind and body  flex ible,
especially  for keeping the y ouths
aw ay  in indulgence in dev eloping
bad habits . Youths  in  Karen
community  irrespectiv e of men and
w omen, old and y oung, are keen
interested in  footbal l , and in
Dig lipur , May abunder ,  Bi l ly

Andaman State
Committee of IUML meets

Dharna
at Shaheed

Dweep
Port Bla ir, Nov 2 9: Along

with lo ca l resid ents,  Former
Zilla  Pa risha d  Mem b er o f
Sha heed Dweep has intima ted
the Dep uty Co mm issioner o f
South Andaman on holding a
Mass Dharna in the region to
seek resolution to some of their
ma jor d ema nds. Some o f the
dema nds ra ised b y the residents
includ e dep end ab le  m ob ile
netwo rk  a nd  internet
co nnectiv ity  includ ing OFC
cab le  connectio n,  p osting o f
Benga li PGT a nd  GTTs in
Maths, Humanities at the Senior
Secondary Scho ol of Shaheed
Dweep and  improvement of the
roa d network in the isla nd.
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EDITORIAL
Obesity is a social problem

The path to a nanny state is  paved with good intentions.
According to local reports, t he council in “the most obese
area in Lancashire” is  planning to place rest ric tions on
takeaway food to control the health menace. While this isn’t
a standalone measure — there is also talk of encouraging
exercise and addressing mental health issues — it is of a
piece with the notion that health and well-being stem primarily
from the decisions individuals take — smokers get cancer,
obese people diabetes and heart disease. Even sitting down
— in sedentary jobs, people don’t have a choice — is seen
as a culprit. Hence, every so often, people must be subject
to anodyne phrases like “sitting is the new smoking” and
before that, “sugar is the new smoking”.

Rest rict ing fast -food perhaps isn’t  a bad idea,
part icularly  for young people amongst whom research
indicates it is both a consequence of and cause for mental
issues. But what do you replace it with? Kids having KFC
and McDonald’s for multiple meals  in the West  are
statistically more likely to belong to lower-income groups. In
the West , it is more expensive and diff icult to procure healthy
produce than to walk down to the takeaway or order in.

Like most  addictive substances, fast food targets the
poor and vulnerable and the solution to it cannot just be
restrict ing individual choice. Like most short-cuts in li fe,
prohibition tends to backfire in the long run. What is more
important is to ensure food habits and economies that do
not make eating healthy a function of wealth, or something
that requires intervent ion from the state. Obesity, l ike most
public health issues, is  a social problem. Tackling it requires
expanding choice — especially  the ability to make healthy
ones — rather than restrict ing them.
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STAR HEALTH IPO OPENS TOMORROW:
ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

What a y ear it has been for India’s
capital m ark ets . T ill  October, 43
companies had ra ised close to Rs
73,524 crore through a public issue. In
the prev ious three y ears (2018, 2019,
2020), c ompanies had raised Rs
30,959 crore, Rs 12,361 crore and Rs
26,613 crore respectiv ely.

There hav e been sev eral big
ticket startup and fintech IPOs this year
– Z om ato,  Pay tm ,  N y k aa,
Policy bazaar – to name a few . Now ,
the is sue of Star Health and Allied
Ins uranc e,  a standalone health
insurance company  (SAHI) backed
by  b il l ionai re inv es tor  Rak es h
Jhunjhunw ala is set to open for
subscription on Tuesday.

The company  plans to raise Rs
7,249 crore from inv estors,  w hich
includes a fresh issue of Rs 2,000 crore
and an offer for sale (OFS) of Rs 5,249
crore from ex isting inv estors. A price
band of Rs 870-900 per share has been
set for the issue.

The proceeds from the fresh issue
w ill be used tow ards augmenting the
capital base and maintaining solv ency
lev els, Star Health said.

Prom oters Safecorp
Investments, Konark Trust and MMPL
Trust as w ell as a few  other inv estors
are looking to trim their stake in Star
Health through the IPO. Jhunjhunw ala
holds 14 per cent stake in the company
w hile w ife Rekha holds 3.26 per cent.
Both are not pairing their stake.

Insurance industry  in the country

remains under-penetrated. As of 2019,
health insurance penetration in  India
w as at just 0.36 per cent of GDP,
compared w ith a g lobal av erage of
about 2 per cent. But, the aw areness
as well as grow th is increasing due to

v arious factors like rising healthcare
ex penses ,  and inc reas ing li fe
expectancy. The COVID-19 pandemic
has further driv en the need for getting
insured.

“The gross direct prem ium for
health insurers is ex pected to grow  at
approx im ate ly  18 per  c ent
compounded annual grow th rate
(CAGR) ov er the nex t four y ears.
Within this , the retail business  is
ex pected to grow  at a CAGR of 23 per
c ent betw een F Y2021-2025 as
compared to 15 per cent and 11 per
cent CAGR grow th in  group and
gov ernment business,”  pointed Rohit

Khatri, analy st at Religare Broking.
In this backdrop, Star Health is

w ell p laced being one of the largest
private health insurers in India, w ith a
mark et share of 15.8 per cent in
financial y ear 2021. It has als o built

one of the largest health ins urance
hospital netw orks in India w ith more
than 11,778 hospitals, accord ing to
analy sts.

Amarjeet Maury a, analy st at
broking firm Angel One points out
sev era l other posi tiv es–Star Health
has leadership in the retail health
segment with a market share of 31.3
per cent in the previous financial y ear;
has one of the largest and w ell spread
distribution netw orks in the health
insurance industry ; a div ersified and
s c alable produc t s ui t and an
ex perienc ed board and senior
management.

The com pany ’s net premium
earned has grow n to Rs 5,022.8 crore
in the fiscal y ear ended March 2021,
compared w ith Rs 4,692.9 crore in the
prev ious y ear and Rs 3,579.5 crore in
2018-19.

Star Health, how ev er, reported
operating loss of R s 1,071.2 crore in
2020-21 v ersus operating profit of Rs
360.7 crore in 2019-20 and Rs 164.7
crore in 2018-2019.

The company ’s performance
w as im pacted by  the pandemic last
y ear and analy sts say  there remains a
continued risk as a further impact of
COVID-19 could lead to increase in
claims.

Strong c ompetition is  another
factor  that must be als o look ed at.
There are four other standalone health
insurers (SAHI) in the market–Care,
M ax  BU PA,  Adity a Bi r la  and
Manipal C igna. T hat apart,  most
general insurance companies, be it
priv ate or  state-ow ned,  offer a
bouquet of health insurance products.

While Star remains  a dominant
play er among the SAHI companies,
the other  SAHI play ers as  w ell as
the general ins urance riv als  like
IC IC I Lom bard,  HDFC  Ergo and
Bajaj A llianz hav e been grow ing at
the same or higher rate in the range
of 31-72 per  cent,  ac cord ing to a
repor t by  Pr ime Inv estor.  There is
also inc reasing competition from
digita l-only  play ers like Go Digi t,
Ac ko and Nav i, w hich hav e the

adv antage of offering products at a
low er cost.

Another risk factor is w hether the
strong grow th rates w ill continue once
COVID-19 is behind us . Regulatory
risks rem ain too.

“ IRDA has recently  made life-
time automatic renew al  of pol icies
compulsory  w hi le not putting any
restr ic tions  on premium s .  Any
decis ion to cap premium increas es
based on inflation can be a jolt to health
insurers as it w ould underscore the
current underw riting based prem ium
calculation adopted by  insurers as w ell
as loading practices  linked to li festy le
dis eases ,”  the Prime Inv estor report
notes.

IPO v aluations has  been a
contentious issue, especially  after the
steep dis count listing of Pay tm. How
does Star Health fare on this front?
Opinions are div ided.

“The v aluations commanded by
Star Health at 5.5 times FY21 market
cap/gross w ritten premium, are in-line
w ith recent deals in the SAHI space
and appears fai r consider ing its
positioning,”  say s Maurya of Angel One.

R ajnath Yadav  of C hoic e
Broking,  how ev er, opines that at the
higher price band of Rs 900, Star Health
is demanding a mark et cap to net
premium earned multiple of 10.3 times,
w hich is at a premium to the peer
av erage. The demanded v aluation is
also at an elev ated premium to recent
capital issuances, the analy st added.

Andaman Tamizhar.. from... Page 01
in their kind namely  Shiv a Yogetha.

          The kid aged four y ears
has now created a w orld record by
bec oming the fas test rec iter  of
number from 100 to 1 backw ards
in a record tim e of 51 seconds
Shiv a Yogetha w ho is  y et to
attend school has been tutored
by  her mother w ho identified the
talent in her kid  and brought the
talent out. Shiv a Yogetha has
now  entered the India Book of
Records and International book
of records to become the y oungest
to ex peditiously recite backward
c ouinting from  100-1,
Recognizing her alent, the Deputy
Commissioner, South Andaman
also feliciated Shiva Yogetha last
w eek. The Andaman Tamizhar
Sangam organized a function at
6.00 pm on 26.11.2021 to felicitate
Shiv a Yogeha. In the function
held at the hall oif Andaman
Tamizhar Sangam Shiv a Yogetha
alongw i th her parents  w ere
felicitated by  the ex ecutiv e & general
body  members of the Sangam

Dharna and Chakka.. from... Page 01
account of the problems faced by
the public in islands, the resolv e of
Pow er shortage issue, filling up of
v acant pos ts  for  islanders ,
disbursement of pending w ages,
regular disbursal of old age pension
to elderly  people, etc. 

PCC President Shri Rangalal
Halder, Shri G.Bhasker, Chairman,
C am paign Com mittee,  N&M

Distr ict President Shr i M adhai
M urshid,  OBC  C om m ittee
Chairman Shri Sushil Mondal, and
other  party  w orkers and EX-PRI
members participated. During the
stage of C hakka J am,  Police
interfered and remov ed all of them
and brought them to the PS Diglipur
in a bus, and released them after a
w hile.

Plea for development.. from... Page 01
ground,Rangat and Baratang are
w ell k now n for the ir  skill in Foot
ball ,cricket and hockey(in Diglipur)
also.  In May abunder there is a
good num ber of Gov ernm ent
serv ants, for refreshment they  need
some phy sical activ ities but for lack
of sports and games activ ities they
are depriv ed of such refreshments.
A gi r ls  team  w as  s elec ted
from North and Middle Andaman for
National  Hockey  championship.
But after  return because of lack of
infrastructure and w ithout practice
the team is forgotten. Four  y ears
bac k  a foundation s tone for
swimming pool w as laid in Lucknow
v illage but after that, that too w as

also forgotten.  R ec ently  an
authorized official from State Olympic
Association Regional Offic e has
been set up at  May abunder for
dev eloping Infrastructure and
encouraging y outh  in sports  and
games activ ities at May abunder for
North and Middle Andaman. People
in May abunder  are happy  to
receiv e suc h enc ouraging
information after a long time. For the
people of
May abunder ,Diglipur,Bi lliground
and Rangat, residents in the region
hav e requested the administration 
to prov ide and ex tend support for
dev elopment of in frastructure for
sports and games.

Andaman State .. from... Page 01
a function held at CeePee’s Dawath
M ahal,  Wimberly gunj,  South
Andaman on 28th November, 2021
supported by  Shihab Thangal
Centre for Humanity.  Shr i M P
Abdul Rasheed, (Social Worker),
Di rec tor , R ation R as heed

Foundation w as also felicitated
during the function for the w orks
done by  him tow ards the needy
persons during the outbreak  of
COVID. Shri Rasheed ex pressed
his sincere gratitude tow ards all the
members of the Committee.

ANCA hold maiden.. from... Page 01
tournament.

Mr. N. S.Stalin, Inspector,
SHO, Diglipur w as  the chief guest
of the ev ent w ho inaugurated the
tournament by making the first mov e
on the top board in presence of Shri.
Singaram, a leading businessman
of Diglipur w ho graced the occasion
as the guest of honour.

A good number of p lay ers
partic ipated in the ev ent in  w hich
Sarath M enon of May abunder
secured first position, N Eshw ar
Rao of R K Gram stood second
place, Dasrath Mistry  of Shibpur &
P J Eppan of Keralapurm secured
th ird and four th pos ition

respectiv ely.
The top four play ers  of the

tournam ent w ere aw arded w ith
trophies, cash prize and certificates.
by  the chief guest and guest of
honour. Prizes were also giv en to
Best y oung play er, best veteran and
best w omen of the tournament. Mr
H. Dinesh, IA w as the chief arbiter
for the tournament w ho presented
the Arbiter’s report at the end of the
ev ent.  As a goodw ill gesture, the
General  Secretary ,  AN C A
distributed new chess boards along
w ith pieces to the Youngster’s Club
for the promotion of game of chess
in the v icinity.

Show casing her talent as part of the
felicitation ceremony, Baby  Shiv a
Yogetha alongw ith her parents w ere
feliciated by  the ex ecutiv e & general

body  members of the Sangam
Show casing her talent as par tof the
feliciation ceremony, Baby  Shiv a
Yogetha recited back the number

from 100 to 1 in a record time before
an audience of about hundreds
persent at he hall o f Andaman
Tamizhar Sangam , She also took

the audience by  surprise w hen
she could spell out 210 english
v ocabularies flaw less ly  in a
record time. Appreciating the
y oung ta lent,  the Andaman
Tamizhar Sangam presented
a memento w ith citation and a
cas h prize of Rs.10000/-  to
Baby Shiv a Yogetha Besides,
the Andaman Tamizhar a lso
assured all help to the child in
her future education.

Applauding the y oung
talent, the aw estruck audience
appreciated the parents for
hav ing brought out in the child,
w hich otherw ise, w ould hav e
gone unnoticed. Mem bers of
Ex ecutiv e and General body
of Andaman Tamizhar Sangam

appreciated the ta lent of Shiv a
Yogetha and lauded her parents for
making her child achiev e the rare
feat. 

Por t Blai r,  Nov  29: The
Andaman & Nicobar AIDS Control
Society  (ANACS) coordinated the
Voluntary  Blood Donation Camp
w hich w as organized by  INS
Kum bhir ,  Por t B lai r  on 26th
Nov ember 2021 at INS Kumbhir,
Port Blair As part of Nav y  Week. A
total of 57 Defence personnels
v oluntar ily  donated b lood and
participated for this noble cause.

The camp w as organized
under the leadership of Dr M. Joy,
Project Director , A & N AIDS
Control Society  and Director, State
Blood Transfusion Council,  A & N
Islands.   Dr   Av ijit  Roy,  Deputy
Director (Health), Director of Health
Serv ic es    w as the Chief Guest
and inaugurated the camp.

The Blood Donation w as
faci li ta ted by  the Dr . Ganesh
Samadder, CMO (NFSG), Blood
Bank, G.B. Pant Hospi tal, Port
Blair.  The donors were ex amined
for the ir eligibili ty  to donate blood

ANACS organizes Blood Donation
Camp at INS Kumbhir

and briefed the donors on v arious
aspec t and importance of blood
donation.  Voluntary Blood donation
is the best w ay  to celebrate any
oc c as ion.     B lood  has   no
replacement and is the bes t gift to
mank ind.    He motiv ated  a l l
v oluntary  blood donors to donate
blood fearlessly  in the forthcoming
camp w ith all cov id-19 protocols.

Augastin Raja, L ieutenant
Commander Ex ecutiv e Officer for
Commanding Officer, INS Kumbhir

C/o. N av y  Office, Port Bla ir to
organized the cam p and made
arrangement for conducting the camp
successfully.

The technical team from Blood
Bank, G.B. Pant Hospital, Port Blair
and A & N AIDS Control Society
ensured that the donated blood units
are s c reened for the blood
transmissible diseases.  They  also
ex amined the donors for eligibility.
Donors certi fic ates w ere also
distributed to the v oluntary  donors.

::  DJ Venk atesh ::
Diglipur,  No v 29 : Sta te

Tr a nsp o rt  Se rvic e ,

Driving licence test in N & M Andaman
Ma ya bunder info rmed that
the tra nsp ort Dep a rtm ent
sha ll b e co nd ucted  a s per

the fo llo wing sched ule  a t
Ma ya b und e r a nd
Diglipur:  

Parliament passes bill
to repeal three farm laws

Parliament on Monday passed
The Farm  Law s Repeal B ill, to
repeal  the three contentious law s
against w hich farmers hav e been
protesting for ov er a y ear. The bill
w as passed in the Lok Sabha on
the v ery  first day  of the w inter
s ess ion,  am id ruc k us  from
oppos ition leaders demanding a
discussion. The bill, how ev er, was
passed w ithout any  discussion after
it w as introduced by  Union Minister
N arendra Singh Tomar.  The
opposition sought a debate on the
bill and came to the w ell of the
House raising slogans and banners.
Speaker Om Birla said that he w as
ready  for the debate prov ided there
is  order  in  the House. As the

opposition continued the protests,
the Speak er  announc ed the
passage of the bill after v oice vote.
In the Rajy a Sabha, before the
motion w as adopted for the passage
of the bi l l,  Deputy  C hairman
Hariv ans h al low ed Leader of
Opposi tion Mallikarjun Kharge to
speak for tw o minutes. Kharge w as
of the v iew  that the gov ernment has
taken bac k the three farm  law s in
v iew  of the forthcoming elections in
fiv e states after reviewing the results
of recent by polls. Bharatiy a Kisan
Union leader Rakesh Tikait called it
a tribute to farmers w ho lost their
liv es in the agitation. He, how ev er,
added that farmer protests w ill
continue till pending demands are

sorted. “T his is a tribute to all 750
farmers w ho lost their liv es during
the agi ta tion.  The protest w i ll
continue as other issues including
MSP are still pending,”  Tikai t told
ANI. On Saturday, farmers deferred
their 'sansad chalo', or 'march to
Parliament' call, w hich w as initially
scheduled for Monday. "We are
postponing 'Parliament march' for
Nov ember 29.  In a special address
to the nation, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 19 announced
that all three farm law s, w hich w ere
passed by Parliament in September
last y ear, w ill be repealed in the w inter
session. The Supreme Court had
stayed the implementation of the three
law s in January.

Researchers try producing potato resistant to climate change
Univ ersity of Maine researchers are try ing

to produce potatoes that can better w ithstand
w arming temperatures as the climate changes.

Warming temperatures and an ex tended
grow ing season can lead to quality  problems
and disease, Gregory  Porter , a profes sor of
crop ecology  and management, told the Bangor
Daily  New s.

The predictions for  climate change are
heav ier rainfall events, and potatoes don't tolerate
flooding or wet conditions for long without hav ing
other quality  problems, Porter said. If we w ant
potatoes to be continued to be produced
successfully  in Maine, w e need to be able to
produce v arieties that can be resistant to change.

Around the w orld, research aimed at

mitigating crop damage is underw ay. A NASA
study  published this m onth suggests climate
change may  affect the production of corn and
w heat, reducing y ields of both, as soon as 2030.

Maine is coming off of a banner  potato
crop thanks in part to the success of the Caribou
russet,  w hich w as dev eloped by  UMaine
researchers. But Porter fears that ev en that
v ariety  isn't as heat tolerant as necessary  to
resist the future effects of climate change.

Pests are another factor. The C olorado
potato beetle and disease-spreading aphids hav e
flourished with the changing climate, said Jim
Di ll , pes t managem ent s pecia list at the
Univ ersity  of Maine Cooperativ e Ex tension.

Breeding seemingly  small changes like

hairier leav es that make it difficult for insects to
mov e around on the p lant can cut dow n on
pests ' destruction and also the need for
pesticides, he said.

Breeding such characteristics into potatoes
is a long process of cross-pollinating different
potato v arieties. The process is w ell underw ay.

They 're in a research testing phase right
now  at sites throughout the United States. Test
potatoes in Virginia, North Carolina and Florida
are testing high temperature stress. It takes 10
y ears  of selection after that initial cross
pollination, and it might take tw o to fiv e y ears
before enough commercial ev aluation has taken
place to release a new  potato v ariety, Porter
said.

PMJDY accounts surge to
43 crore 85 lakh with deposit

over one lakh 48 thousand
crore rupees: Centre

The government has said that
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
accounts has surged to 43 crore 85
lakh with deposit balance of ov er one
lakh 48 thousand crore rupees.
Minister of State for Finance Dr
Bhagwat Kisanrao Karad informed
this in a w ritten reply  to a question in
Lok Sabha today. He said, as of
25th March last year, the total number

of Jan Dhan accounts were around
38 crore. In reply  to a question, the
Minister said the Gov ernment is not
planning to come up w ith any
scheme to prov ide monetary  benefits
in terms of interest on their money  for
the beneficiaries  of J an Dhan
accounts as all sav ing bank accounts
including Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
accounts earn interest on deposits.
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Southern Railway Recruitment 2021,
Apply for Sports Quota Vacancies @

sr.indianrailways.gov.in
Southern Railway  Recruitment 2021 | Sports Quota | 21 Vacancies | Last Dates: 30.11.2021

| Southern Railway  Job Notification @ sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in
Southern Railw ay  Recruitment 2021: Southern Railw ay  has initiated the hiring process

by  releasing the notification for recruitment against Sports Quota for the y ear 2021-22. They  are
announced 21 v acancies the posts from Lev el 2 to Level 5 in 7th CPC Pay  Matrix . Applicants
w ho are searching for Central Gov t jobs may  apply  for this Southern Railw ay  v acancy.
Eligible & willing candidates are adv ised to dow nload the application & fill the form w ith correct
details. Capable persons need to submit the Southern Railw ay  application form on or before
30.11.2021, 17.00 Hrs.

Class 12th job seekers can apply  for this Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota recruitment
2021. Applicants should submit the filled form along w ith essential documents to apply  for this
Railw ay  jobs. Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021 notification & application form are published
at w ww .sr.indianrailway s.gov.in/ w ww .rrcmas.in. Selection process consists of trial & interv iew .
Candidates need to pay  a fee through prescribed mode on or before the last date. More details
about this Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list, results w ill be uploaded
at official w ebsite.

Eligibility Criteria for Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota Vacancy  2021
Educational Qualification : Candidates should have passed Class 12th/ Graduate degree

from recognized board/ univ ersity.
Check adv ertisement for more details.
Age Limit (As on 01.01.2022)
Age limit should be 18 y ears to 25 y ears.
Refer notification for age relax ation.
To get more details about Southern Railw ay, v isit w w w .sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in. Here

w e hav e prov ided the educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode &
steps to apply. Keep checking at w w w .daily recruitment.in for latest & upcoming notices.

e-TENDER NOTICE
No. DB-Tender/Elect/WSD/2021-22/2489dt.26/11/

2021
The Executive Engineer, Workshop Division, APWD, Port Blair invites

on behalf of President of India, online Item Rate tenders from the approved
and eligible Enlisted Electrical Contractors of the Andaman PWD and Non
APWD Contractors irrespective of their enlistment subject to the condition
that they have experience of having successfully completed of work dealing
with Electrical works in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands with Govt.
Organizations & do not have any adverse remarks, for the work mentioned
below.

1. Name of Work:-Renovation of IEI, EEI and Providing Air conditioners
to Type-V quarter no. DD-V at South Point, Port Blair.Sw:- Providing
IEI & EEI. Estimate Cost Put To Tender:-‘.8,50,124/- Time of
Completion:-  01 Month TENDER ID:  2021_APWD_4429_1& last
time & date of Submission of bid: 09/12/2021 (10:00 hrs).

The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the web site
eprocure.andaman.gov.in.

Executive Engineer

Workshop Division

APWD, Port Blair
IP/8229/21
2021/MediaRelease/883

AFFIDAVIT
I, BALSARA RAJU, D/o B. Raju, aged about 20 years, by faith
Hindu R/o Bethany Child Home, Bathu Basti, Garacharma, South
Andaman, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. As Permanent Address,
Presently Residing at Valluvar Nagar,  Near Valluvar Nagar
Panchayat, Bambooflat, South Andaman, Andaman Nicobar Islands,
do hereby declare as follows:

1. That I have competed 20 years of my age and my date of
birth is 08.11.2001.

2. That I have so many Muslim friends, and I am very much
impressed by my friends and the teaching of Islam and
culture.

3. That, I intend to embrace Islam religion and renounce
Hinduism.

4. That, there is no any criminal force or undue influence or
any coercion of any person or persons behind embracing
Islam but only as per my will and wish.

5. That hereinafter I shall be known as SAIRA BANU as a
member of Islam religion.

6. That I am aware that, if any statement in this declaration
of false, and in making such statement I either know or
believe it to be false or do not believe it to be true I am
liable to imprisonment and also to fine.

Henceforth I should be known as SAIRA BANU instead of
BALSARA RAJU for all purposes and intends.
The above said paras are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

DEPONENT

AFFIDAVIT
I, BALSARA RAJU, D/o B. Raju, aged about 20 years, by faith
Hindu R/o Bethany Child Home, Bathu Basti, Garacharma, South
Andaman, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. As Permanent Address,
Presently Res iding at Valluvar Nagar, Near Valluvar Nagar
Panchayat, Bambooflat, South Andaman, Andaman Nicobar Islands,
do hereby declare as follows:

1. That I have competed 20 years of my age and my date of
birth is 08.11.2001.

2. That, in all my documents my name is mentioned, printed
and written as BALSARA RAJU.

3. That, now I have embraced Islam religion and renounce
Hinduism as per my will and wish and I adopted new Islamic
name as SAIRA BANU.

4. That hereinafter I shall be known as SAIRA BANU as a
member of Islam religion.

5. That this affidavit is made for adopting new name and
making correction in all my personal and official documents.

6. That I am aware that, if any statement in this declaration is
false, and in making such statement I either know or believe
it to be false or do now believe it to be true I am liable to
imprisonment and also to fine.

Henceforth I should be known as SAIRA BANU instead of
BALSARA RAJU for all purposes and intends.
The above said paras are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

DEPONENT

RBI working
on digital

rupee, govt
informs

Parliament

India's digital currency  is on its w ay. The
government informed Parliament on the first day
of w inter  session that it is w orking on a digital
rupee. This is the first official confirmation of the
mov e, after day s  of speculation ov er  RBI's
blueprint for digital currency follow ing the listing
of the Cry ptocurrency  Bill for cons ideration in
the present session. RBI sent the proposal to
the finance minis try  last m onth to amend the
defini tion of 'bank note' to include currency  in
digital form. "The RBI has been ex amining use
cases and w orking out a phased implementation
strategy  for introduction of Central Bank Digital
Currency  [CBDC] w ith li ttle or no disruption,"
said the finance ministry  note in response to a
question in the Lok Sabha on Monday . There
has been major turmoil and confusion in the
c ry ptocurrenc y  m arket ev er  s inc e the
Cry ptocurrency  Bill w as listed to be taken up in
the w inter session of the Parliament,  w hich
kicked off today. The bill's description that it is to
"create a facilitativ e framew ork for creation of
the official digital currency  to be issued by  the
RBI" as w ell as its supposed aim of prohibiting
"all private cryptocurrencies in India" had caused
significant price fluctuation in the crypto market.
While the Parliam ent confirmation still leav es
many  ambiguities ov er the future for priv ate
cry ptocurrencies, at least until the prov isions of
the bi ll become public, Monday  afternoon's
statement is the first clear indication of the official
stance. "The introduction of CBDC has the
potential to prov ide significant benefits such as
reduced dependency on cash, higher seigniorage
due to lower transaction costs, reduced settlement
risk," say s the note. The introduction of CBDC
w ould also possibly  lead to a more robust,
efficient, trusted, regulated and legal tender-based
pay ments option. But there is a cav eat. "There
are also associated risks w hich need to be
carefully  ev aluated against the potential benefits,"
the gov ernment w arns.
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OPEN SECRETBlack Boys win.. from... Page 01boy s, Infosolution and Lucky  brothers
Splical thaks to Sponers Hotel Aquabreeze,
VN Packs, VCN Cable netw ork, Baghy a
tour and trav les, Rajesh Right and sound,
Mr U ma, Mr Srinu,  M r Chinna, Mr

Santhosh Kumar, Mr. Rav i, Mr  Thiru,Mr
Arun Kumar, Mr Chottu, Mr Kannan, Smti
Mohini,  Mr Samsunder rao, M/s Raj
consruction,  and Buniy adabad y outh and
v illagers sponsored the tournament. 

First Saudi female racer
appointed ambassador for F1 GP

Saudi Arabia's first female racing driv er
Reem a Juffa li  has been appointed an
ambassador for the country 's inaugural Formula
One Grand Prix  in J eddah th is w eek,
organisers said on Monday.

The 29-y ear-old, w ho competed in the
British Formula Three championship this y ear,
w ill be one of the first to driv e a lap of the street
circuit along the shores of the Red Sea.

She w ill  also tak e part in  a track
shakedow n of a 1979 Williams Formula One
car, w hich carried sponsors hip for national
airline Saudia.

"I'm really  looking forw ard to taking part

in the activ ities ov er the race weekend and I
hope that my  story  and journey  can prov ide
some inspiration to any one thinking of follow ing
their dream," she said in a statement.

Saudi Arabia lifted a ban on w omen
driv ing in 2018 and Juffali  became the first
Saudi female license holder to compete in a
series that same y ear.

Sunday 's Formula One race w ill be the
third of four in the Middle East this season and
could also be a title decider. Red Bull's Max
Verstappen leads Mercedes' sev en times
w orld c hampion Lew is Hamilton by  eight
points ahead of the penultimate round.

Rahul Dravid gives Rs
35000 to groundsmen for
preparing sporting pitch

KANPUR: He has always
been different from the rest and
India's new head coach Rahul
Dravid proved it once again
b y givin g  Green  Park 's
g rou n d staff ,  led  b y Sh iv
Ku m ar,  Rs 3 5 ,0 0 0 fo r
preparing a sporting pitch for
the first Test ag a in st New
Zealand.

The Ind ian -b o rn  A ja z
Patel and Rachin Ravindra

sh owed  rem a rkab le
resilien ce under fadin g light
and on a deteriorating track to
defy In dia's famous spinners
and eke out a thrilling draw
for New Zea la n d after a n
engrossing fifth and final day
of the opening Test on Monday.

We would like to make an
offic ia l a nno un cem ent. Mr
Ra hu l Dra vid  ha s paid Rs
3 5,0 00  perso na lly  to  ou r
g ro un d sm en ," th e  Utta r
Pradesh Cricket Association

(UPCA) an nou nced  in  the
press box after the game.

During  his time, Dravid
was kno wn to play the game
fair an d sq uare and  things
haven't  changed one b it even
after so many years. The tip
was a token of appreciation for
no t dishing  ou t an un der-
prepared track where the divot
would explode and the match
would end inside three days. It
was a  p rop er p itch wh ere
b atters wh o  h a ve a p plied
themselves got runs, such as
Shreyas Iyer, Shubma n Gill,
Tom Latham and Will Young,
while pacers Tim Southee and
Kyle  Ja mieso n  to rmen ted
India's top-order and the home
team tweakers got 17 wickets.
Dravid's appreciatio n means
that the template going forward
would be sporting wickets with
a bit of everything rather than
something diabolical.

Best Wishes  from...
Mr. K.Ganeshan,  Ex. Chairperson - PBMC

Mrs. Laxmi Ganeshan,  Chief Editor,  Andaman Kural

Prem Kumar
S/o Late Sunderrao R/o Kadar Basthi

Buniyadabad


