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Manglutan: Hospital without Homoeopathy
doctor, internet without connectivity

Farmers are forced to procure fertilizers from open market at higher price

Port Bla ir, 25th Aug,  2021:
Beside other issues for being
distant from the capi ta l c ity,
now aday s residents of Manglutan
are facing hardship in addressing
their daily  conc erns due to non-
av ailability of adequate resources
and s erv ices .  M os t of the
residents of Manglutan in South
Andaman District are farmers and

their major source of income is
Agricu lture.  A huge chunk of
v egetables w ere supplied to Port
Blair city  from the Manglutan area.
But cultiv ation is becoming a difficult
and costly  deal for farmers of this
area due to non-av ailabil ity  of
requisite fertilizers at the outlets of
the Agricu lture Depar tm ent in
Manglutan. Farmers are forced to

procure fertilizers from the open
market. Talking to  this daily, Shri.
Kishan, a farmer of Manglutan, said
that cultiv ation is turning out to be a
costly  affair for farmers of the area
as they  are forced to purchase
fertilizers from the open market at
higher costs. Several reminders to
the Depot of Agriculture Department
in Manglutan and to higher officials

in the Agriculture department failed
to y ield any  outcome. It is difficult to
understand what else the Agriculture
department is  doing other than
promoting cu ltiv ation and its
produc ts .  Long back ,  a
Homoeopathy  uni t w as made
functional at the Community  Health
Centre- Manglutan. Residents of the
area w ere a ls o happy  for

homeopathy  treatm ent made
available to them at their doorstep.
But their dream didn’t last long.
The enti re unit of Hom eopathy
became defunct by transferring the
Doctor posted in the C HC. For
the past one and a half y ears,
there has been no Homeopathic
doctor in the CHC. Poor telecom

KP Aboobacker

Phone-in-prog in
DDK  

Port B la i r ,  Aug 25:
Doordarshan Kendra, Port Blair will
telecast Liv e Phone in Programme
on the Topic : “M anagement of
Paddy  Cultiv ation in the Islands” in
Agriculture programme on 26/08/
2021, Thursday  from 1730 to 1800
hrs.  In  this  Programme Dr.  P  K
Singh,  Pr inc ipal Sc ientis t
CIARI w ill be the Expert.  Viewers
can participate in this LIVE Phone-
in programme on the topic by  dialling
244745 / 9476046367.

National Lok Adalat on 11th
September, 2021

Port Blai r, Aug 25:  T he
District Legal Serv ices Authority,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands w ill
be holding National Lok Adalat in
the District Court Complex  at Port
Blair and District Court Complex
at May abunder on 11.09.2021 by
ado p ti n g all  COVID  SOP

issued by the MHA time to time.
Besides the compoundable nature
of Cases pending in different courts,
disputes at the pre­litigation stage
w ill  also be entertained by  the
National Lok Adalat for disposal
upon consens ual  settlem ent
betw een the parties. Pre-l itigation

disputes include (i) NI Act cases
u/s 138, (ii) Money  recov ery
cases, (iii) Labour dispute cases,
(iv ) Electricity  and
w ater bills cases (excluding non-
compoundable), (v) Maintenance
c as es (v i )  o ther  (C r im inal
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Army component celebrates
AWWA week

Port Bla ir, Aug 25: T he
Arm y  Component celebrated
Army  Wives Welfare Association
(AWWA) Week culminating on
AWWA Day  on 23 Aug 2021 at
Birchgunj Military  Station w ith

great ferv our and enthusiasm. A
s er ies  of ev ents to inc luded
w ebinars on miscellaneous topics,
Yoga sessions, v isit to Cellular Jail
and Samudrika museum, in-house
competitions and screening of

educational m ov ies  w ere
organised for the families of the
component during the week. Mrs
Deepti Singh, Regional President,
DWWA, Andaman and N icobar
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Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly in Isles

Port B la i r , Aug
25:  The v acc ination  driv e  is
continu ing s mooth ly  in  A&N
Islands. As per data av ailable, a
total of 342575 beneficiaries hav e
been v accinated so far in A&N
Islands ,  out o f the target
benefic iar ies of 2 , 81,  603

(approx .). A total of 4034 people w ere
v accinated y esterday  in A&N
Islands. A total of 129,097 eligible
people in the age group of 18 to 44
y ears hav e been vaccinated till dated
24­08­2021. 3229 beneficiaries were
v accinated in South Andam an
District, out of w hich, 2651 w ere in

the age group of 18-44 years. 784
beneficiaries w ere vaccinated in
North & Middle Andaman District,
out of which, 590 were in the age
group of 18-44 years. In Nicobar
District, 21 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated out of w hich, 8 w ere in
the age group of 18-44 y ears.

Home Minister likely to visit ANI next
month: Media Report

Port Blair, Aug 25: Shri Amit
Shah, Union Home Minister is
lik ely  to v isit Andaman and
Nicobar Islands nex t month. The
administration is making adequate
securi ty  arrangem ents  and

chalking out programmes for the v isit
of the Home Minister, according to
a new  report. Shri Amit Shah is
likely  to visit Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on a three-day  official trip in
mid-September. During his v isit, Mr

Shah is likely  to v isit the National
Memorial Cellular Jail and hold
meeting w ith the local BJP
leaders. The administration is
m ak ing adequate sec ur ity

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Aug 25:  In the
absence of a connecting ferry
(Line Boat) for v arious islands
like Karmorta, Katchal, Teressa
and other southern group of
is lands ,  c om m uters and
students liv ing in this region are
fac ing a lo t of difficul ties  in
trav elling from one is land to

another. According to reports, ov er
200 students are stuck in Karmorta
and des perately  in need of
evacuation.   The stranded students
contacted the PCC President, Shri
Ranglal Halder and narrated their
pitiable condition. On the direction of
the PCC  Pres ident, the C hief
Spokespers on,  PCC , Shr i K

Ganeshan raised the issue w ith the
Deputy  Director (Shipping). Shri
Ganeshan has demanded to restart
the ferry  s erv ices  connecting
v arious southern groups of islands
at the earliest. The DD Shipping
informed that due to non-renew al of
fitness certificate, boats cannot be
operated in this region. Now since

the fitness certificate has been
obtained, boat serv ices to these
islands w ill resume from today.
 Before lockdowns a ferry  used to
connect all these Islands and hence
prev iously  people from these
Islands w ere able to trav el from
one Island to the other, v ery  fast
and w ith minimum ex penditure.

Ranglal Halder for resuming ferry
services in southern group of islands

Thought for today
A simple way to remove
fear is to seek knowledge
and understanding.

New ATM by ANSCBL at
Billy Ground Branch

Billiground, 25th Aug,  2021:
The Andaman and Nicobar State
Cooperativ e Bank Ltd. (ANSCB)
in its endeav or to prov ide better and

Gurudas Biswas

doors tep bank ing s erv ic es to
islanders, today  commissioned a
new  Automated Teller Machine

Chinmaya Mission to organize online
fancy dress competition

Port Blair, Aug 25:  On the
aus pic ious  oc c as ion of
Janmashtami, Chinmay a Mission
Port Blair w ill be organizing online
fancy  dress com petition on the

theme “The different moods of Lord
Krishna” . The s tudents  from
Nursery  to Class II can participate
in the abov e competition. T he
participating students can send their

one minute v ideo to WhatsApp
no 9679595614 on or before 30th
August, 2021. For further enquiry
c ontac t ov er  m obi le no.
9434262907.

FM Nirmala Sitharaman launches EASE 4.0,
reviews performance of public sector banks

New Delhi  Aug 25: Finance
Minister N irmala Sitharam an
Launc hed Ease 4.0 Today :
F inanc e Min is ter  N i rmala
Sitharaman on Wednes day
undertook the annual performance
rev iew  of the public sector banks

(PSBs) and launched the EASE
4. 0 or Enhanc ed Acc es s and
Serv ice Ex cellence – a common
reform  agenda for PSBs aim ed at
institutionalising clean and smart
bank ing.  S itharam an, w ho is
currently  on a tw o-day  v is it to

Mumbai met the chiefs of PSBs
and under took  the annual
performance rev iew  of the public
sector lenders,  said that she
requested PSU banks to address
the needs of the ex porters. This
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Nayagaon residents
rue bad road 

Port B lai r,  Aug 25: Shri
C .Sonu Raj , Socia l Work er ,
Nay agaon in letter to the Secretary,
PBMC has draw n his attention
tow ards the tragic condition of roads

in the area. He stated that the road
betw een ‘Jay alakshmi Store’ and
‘Durga M andi r’  needs to be
repai red. Hardly  any  mortar or

See... Page 02

The maiden voyage of MV Sindhu
upsets travelers

Port Blair, Aug 25: Arriv al of
MV Sindhu passenger v ess el
brought a lot of hope for the people
of Andaman and Nicobar Is lands
but on her maiden v oy age to Little
Andaman Sindhu upsets trav elers
today.  As per reports av ai lable
Vessel sailing w as scheduled at 10
AM today  on 25th Aug 2021. But
after a delay  of tw o hours sailed at
noon w ith about 450 passengers but
w ithin one hour  w hen the ship
reached near Ross Island the public

announcement done that due to
technical problem the ship can not

sail further and returning. As per the
See... Page 02

DBRAIT students demand reopening of
hostels; authorities awaits approval from

competent authority
Port Blair, Aug 25: The Dr. BR

Ambedkar Institu te of Technology
(DBRAIT), Port Blair is getting
ready  to conduct offline practical and
theory  ex ams from 2nd Sep 2021 
to the last week of Oct, the students
are demanding to open the hostels
to acc ommodate the inter-island
students. As per the data av ailable,
presently 61 students are from inter
island  remote pockets  of Diglipur,
Rangat, Campbell bay, Havelock,
Neil, and Kadamtala, etc. Out of
these 17 are girls and 44 boy s. The
administration has giv en a nod to

conduct the ex ams but the hostels w ere still closed. In a letter sent to
See... Page 02

DJ Venkatesh

DJ Venkatesh

BJP delegation
meets Central

Minister 
Port Blair, Aug 25: Shri Ajoy

Bairagi, State President, BJP – ANI
along w ith a delegation of Shri M
Vinod,  State Vic e President, BJP
– ANI, Shri Jy otirmoy  Baw ali,
State General Secretary, BJP – ANI
& Shri  P Shasi  Kum ar,  State
Incharge IT Cell  & Social Media
Cell, BJP – ANI met Shri Ashw ini
Vaishnaw ,  Minister of Railw ay s,
Communications and Electronics &
Information Technology, GOI. Shri
Ajoy  Bai ragi  gav e a deta iled
representation regarding the issue
of poor Netw ork Connectiv ity  and
need of spare parts and necessary
equipment to strengthen the present
infras tructure of BSNL. He further
stated that, CANI SMC needs to

See... Page 02

Salary of Central government employees
may increase after 31% DA hike

New  Delhi, 25th Aug, 2021:
In good new s for lakhs of Central
gov ernment em ploy ees,  the
Centre is planning to once again
hike the Dearness Allow ance
(DA) of its employ ees. It is  to be
noted that Central employ ees and
pensioners are getting 28 percent
DA from July  1 and the increase

amount w as  paid w i th  J uly
s alary .     But   the  Centra l

gov ernment employ ees are now
w aiting for DA of June 2021.
According to reports, Centre may
soon release DA for June as w ell.
If this happens, then the total  DA
w i ll increase from 28 perc ent to
31 percent. This means that there
w i ll be a bumper jump in the

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Aug 25: No positiv e
cas es of COVID-19 hav e been
detec ted on Wednes day .
Altogether, 669 passengers arriv ed
here in four flights on Wednesday.
RT-PCR tests w ere conducted on
them and the results w i ll  be
av ailable tomorrow .  None of the
air passengers, w ho arriv ed here
by  air on Tuesday  tested positiv e
for the disease. None of the 283 of
passengers bound for the North and
Middle Andaman distric t tes ted

posi tiv e for  the in fec tion at
Ferrargunj, s aid the Director  of
Information, Publicity  and Tourism
(i/c), Mr Kamlesh Kumar A total of
176 w ere tes ted at Mohanpura,
227 at Phoenix  Bay  and all tested
negativ e for  the in fec tion. 500
doses of COVID-19 v accine w ere
adm inistered at J NRM today  of
w hich 421 beneficiaries w ere in the
age-group of 18-45 years,”  said Mr
Kum ar. More than 3. 42 lak h
benefic iar ies  hav e been

v accinated so far in these islands.
Ov er 2.40 lakh beneficiaries hav e
receiv ed the first dos e of the
v accine and around 1,02,532
benefic iar ies  hav e been
administered both the doses. More
129,097 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears hav e been
v accinated ti ll date. A to tal of
476828 s amples hav e been sent
for  tests  at the designated
laboratories of w hich reports  of

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
RBI’s position of prioritising growth over
inflation-control is becoming increasingly

difficult to maintain
On Friday, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the

Reserve Bank of India unanimously decided to maintain status
quo on the repo rate, which is a rate at which the RBI lends
money to the banks. This made it the seventh straight policy
review, which are bi-monthly events, where the MPC has favoured
staying put on the benchmark interest rates. It represents the
peculiar quandary for the RBI. On the one hand, repeated
disruptions due to the pandemic have choked India’s economic
growth momentum, which was already losing steam before the
outbreak. On the other, retail inflation, the key metric that the RBI
is legally mandated to control, has been at the edge of its comfort
zone since late 2019. The RBI has been of the view that it will do
“whatever it takes” to support economic growth and has
characterised the inflationary spike as a “transitory” phenomenon.
But this stance of prioritising growth over inflation-control is
becoming increasingly difficult to maintain.An initial reflection of
this unease can be seen in the lack of consensus among the six
MPC members when it came to the RBI’s overall stance. While
five members voted to persist with the “accommodative” stance
“as long as necessary to revive and sustain growth on a durable
basis”, one member — Jayanth R Varma — expressed
reservations. At the heart of the matter is the inflation trajectory
and how long it can be characterised as “transitory”. In the policy
statement, the RBI upped the inflation forecast for the current
financial year from 5.1 per cent (as assessed in June) to 5.7 per
cent — that is, just 30 basis points below the RBI’s comfort zone.
But perhaps the biggest worry comes from the fact that this
year’s high inflation is coming on the back of high inflation a year
ago. Moreover, this spike in prices is happening when overall
demand hasn’t taken off as yet. Add to these the projection that
global demand and commodity prices are expected to rise. All
these factors raise the chances of inflation-control becoming
much tougher in the future.The trouble is, economic growth is far
from exhibiting a sustained recovery. While the RBI’s GDP
growth forecast for 2021-22 is unchanged at 9.5 per cent, the fine
print shows that it has dialled down the growth expectations for
each of the coming three quarters. But if inflation does not come
down, it is only a matter of time that the RBI raises interest rates.
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INDIA VACCINATIONS CROSS 60 CRORE DOSES,
32% COVERAGE AT THIS RATE BY

DECEMBERTRIALSDOUBT"PALMMEANSCHAIRMAN India has administered ov er 60
crore doses of the anti-coronav irus so
far ,  Health  M in is ter  Mans uk h
Mandav iya tw eeted today. India is now
only behind China in terms of the number
of doses administered so far, according
to data compiled by  Johns Hopkins. At
the current rate of v accination, 32% of
the population w ill be v accinated by  the
y ear-end. "Under PM @NarendraModi
j i' s  #Sabk oVacc ineM uftVac c ine
initiativ e, India crossed the 60 crore
v accination m ark. Congratulations
ev ery one!" Mr Mandaviy a tw eeted.

India w ill hav e to fully  v accinate
60% of the population by  December
2021 in order to prev ent a third wav e of
the pandemic. 10.9 million doses w ill
hav e to be administered per day across
the country  to achiev e the December
target. How ev er, ov er the last w eek,
only 4.8 million doses were administered
each day  on an av erage.

A new  study  conducted by  the
N ational  Ins ti tu te of Dis as ter
Management, w hich falls under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, has predicted

a surge in cases as early  as October,
Bloomberg reported Tuesday.

Ac cord ing to the s tudy,  the
second-most populous country  in the
w orld after China may  record an
unprec edented 600,000 cases of
coronav irus ev ery  day  if the pace of
inoculation is not boosted and the third
w av e av erted. The daily  infections
could fall to 200,000 if the gov ernment
ex ec utes  i ts  10-m i l lion-a-day
v accination plan, the report stated, citing
a study  by  Pandi t Deenday al
Upadhy ay  Energy  Univ ersity  and
Nirma Univ ersity.

On August 20, Union Information
and Broadcas ting Min ister Anurag
Thakur  said that the Centre is  fully
ready  to tackle a possible third w av e
of coronav irus and a prov ision of ?
23,123 has been made for the purpose.

With ex perts warning that the third
w av e m ay  affect c hildren more, the
U nion M inis ter s a id, "Specia l
em phas is  is  be ing g iv en to
strengthening paediatric care as experts
fear that the third w av e may  affect

Manglutan .. from... Page 01

children more than others." The second w av e w hich
sw ept through the country  earlier this y ear, peaking in
April-May  produced a tidal w av e of infec tions and left
behind a trail of dev astation. Patients and their families
struggled to find beds,  medicines, ox y gen, and

v entilators. Crematoriums w ere overw helmed by  the number
of fatalities. Ind ia has reported ov er 3.25 crore cases of
coronav irus so far w ith more than 4.35 lakh related fatalities.
3.17 crore recov eries hav e left the country  with a little ov er 3.22
lakh activ e cases.

connectiv ity  has alw ay s been a
concern for the area. But w ith
commissioning of undersea cable it
w as  ex pec ted that in ternet
connectiv ity  w ould improv e in the
area. But nothing has changed.
Instead, the qual ity  of s erv ice
deter iorated drastical ly . In the
pres ent sc enario , most sufferers

are the students w ho hav e to
undertake schooling through online
mode. Frequent ca ll drops,  no
signal,  poor v o ice qual ity  and
clarity , no internet link are the
identities  of M anglutan area.
Interv ention of Administration is
required to address daily  concerns
of residents of Manglutan.

(ATM) at its Billigound Branch. With
this, the long pending dem and of
residents of the area has  been
fulfilled by  the Bank management.
The Billigound Branch of ANSCBL
is leading banker in the area and is
facilitating best s erv ices to this far
flung location. The inauguration of

ATM w as held today  at 1630 hours
in presence of Shri K. Murugan,
M D-AN SCB, Shr i  Anjan Sen
Gupta-DGM, Shri Raghuv ir Singh-
DGM, Shri Abhinav  Paul-DGM,
Shri Hirenmoy  Roy - Ex -Pradhan,
Harinagar Panchay at and other
v illagers.

ATM .. from... Page 01

charcoal is left ov er them.  There
are large pits and holes all ov er the
road making the ride bumpy. Many
of these pits  are a foot or m ore
deep. Some patches that arc low
get rain w ater filled in them due to
w hich people in this area are more
prone to get s ic k bec aus e of
w aterborne diseases. It adds to the

fi l th  and abjec t i t o f l iv ing
conditions. Moreov er, this bad road
c ondi tion has  led to  a
number  of  ac c idents .  M any
people including students hav e to
use this  road ev ery day  to reach
their  res pectiv e fie lds.  But i t
becomes almost impossible to use
this road during the rainy  season.

Nayagaon.. from... Page 01

sources, there are some manuring
problem s and could not steer
properly  the v essel. The  Vessel
returned to Haddo w arf again and
ber thed.  Sourc es s a id that
engineers tried to fix  the issue till
03:30 PM  and finally  giv e up and
asked the passengers to disembark
the v essel and wait at passengers
hall and get ready  to sail  in MV
Kalighat. Till last reports pour in the
MV Kalighat w as scheduled to sail
at 8  PM  today. While  s hifting
passengers from Sindhu to Kalighat
the cabin class passengers faced
trouble again as Sindhu is hav ing

65 Cabins w hile Kalighat only  32.
As per  reports, the DSS refunded
the adjustm ent am ount to  the
passengers before embarkation.
Earlier the ship has been completely
sanitized and it has got necessary
PSO clearances. The basic design
of the v essel has been dev eloped
us ing w orld- renow ned N av al
Architec ts  Knud E Hansen of
Denmark collaborating w ith M/s
Smart Engineering and Des ign
Solution, Kochi w ith the detailed
production engineering design of CSL
bringing international technology
under ‘Make in India’ ambit. 

Sindhu.. from... Page 01

the Principal, DBRAIT students
alleged that last y ear also they w ere
unable to study  properly  due to the
closing dow n of hostels and amid
financial constraints  in  stay ing
outside on rent. Reply ing to the
request to accommodate hostel for
the in ter - is land students  the
Pr inc ipal , DBRAIT replied that
“such requests should hav e been
s ent to  hos te l w arden not to
Principal directly. ”  “The hos tel
w ardens may  issue a circular and

send it to the hosteller  through
WhatsApp and inform that the hostel
s hall  be opened after getting
approv al from A & N Administration”
the Principal added. As the remote
islanders hav e mostly  belonged to
poor families and are unable to stay
outside in rental accommodations,
the administration and institution
authorities may consider the genuine
demands of the students for reopening
of the hostels follow ing COVID
norms.

DBRAIT.. from... Page 01

salary  of c entral  gov ernment
employ ees. The DA for June 2021
has not been decided y et but it is
clear  from the AIC PI June data
that DA w ill increase by  3 percent.
Some reports cla imed that Centre
w ould s oon mak e an offic ia l

announcement in  th is regard. 
Ac c ord ing to  the 7th Pay
Commission Matr ix ,  the s alary
range of Lev el -1 C entra l
gov ernment employ ees is from a
m in im um of Rs  18, 000 to a
max imum of Rs 56,900.

DA .. from... Page 01

be ex tended fur ther to Shaheed
Dw eep(40 KM) for  better
connectiv ity  through Spur Cable.
Shri M Vinod requested to prov ide
netw ork cov erage at tourism hubs
like North Bay,  Munda Pahad
(c hidy atapu)  Beac h,
WandoorBeach etc. Whereas, Shri
Jy otirmay  Baw ali raised the issue

of poor netw ork connectiv ity  in N &
M Andam an w hic h is greatly
effecting the students com munity
w ho are totally  dependent on Video
Classes for studies during present
pandemic . The Minister  gav e a
pleasant response to the delegation
and assured of all possible actions
at the earliest.

BJP .. from... Page 01

Compoundable) and other Civ il
disputes, before those had not reached
the door step of any court. The public
in general hav ing any  such dispute at
the pre­litigation stage or post­litigation
stage are at liberty  to submit their

disputes in w riting to the Secretary,
District Legal Serv ices Authority, Port
Blair before 02.09.2021 so that their
disputes may  be processed and made
ready  for hearing before the National
Lok Adalat on 11.09.2021.

Civil disputes .. from... Page 01

w as the finance minister’s first visit
since the onset of the coronav irus
disease (Covid-19) pandemic. She
asked the banks to interac t w ith
export promotion councils and noted
that the nature of banking is changing
and the industry  realised av enues
of raising funds are also changing.
She said that the banks hav e been
directed to interact regularly  with the
Federation of Indian Ex porters
Organisation so the ex porters don’t
hav e to shuttle betw een v arious
bankers. “With changed times, now
industries hav e option of raising
funds ev en from outside banking
sec tor.  Bank s themselv es are
ra is ing funds through v ar ious
avenues. These new  aspects need
to be studied to target credit w here it
is needed,”  Sitharaman said. The
financ e minister said that s unrise
sectors such as the fintech sector
need support from banks and added
that she has as ked the PSBs to
improv e credit flow to eastern states.
“From inputs giv en by  officers from
Tax  administration, it emerged that
Banks need to understand the
specia l requirem ents of Sunrise
sector. e.g. Fintech, one such sector
can prov ide technological help to
banks as w ell as can benefit from

help from banking sector,”  she said.
She further s aid that she has
requested banks to w ork w ith state
gov ernments to  pus h the ‘one
dis tr ic t, one ex por t’  agenda.
Speaking on the performance of the
PSBs ,  Si tharam an s aid that
collectiv ely, they  hav e done w ell
and come out of Prompt Correctiv e
Ac tion (PCA) des pite serv ice
ex tended during pandemic. “They
are show ing clear profits  and 2 of
them hav e done v ery  w ell. Banks
hav e shown that now  they  can raise
m oney  for  the i r  c api ta l
requirements,”  she said.

Detailing about the benefits of
EASE 4.0,  Finance Secretary
Debashish Panda said that the
proposal for enhancement of family
pension and employ er’s contribution
under the NPS is approv ed by  the
finance minister. The benefits w ould
now  accrue to family  pensioners.
He said that the cap on pay  is
remov ed and a uniform slab of 30
per cent will be in force. The pension
c an go as  h igh as  R s
35,000.Additional ly, he said that
there w ill also be a 40 per cent rise
in the c ontribution of employ er
(Banks) in NPS. It w ill go up from
10 per cent to 14 per cent.

Civil disputes .. from... Page 01

arrangements and chalking out other
programmes for the v isit of the Home
Minister , they  told new s  agency  
The administration has iss ued a

c i rcu lar  to  a l l  gov ernm ent
departments to put on hold leav e
applications of the staff in the w ake
of the v isit of the Home Minister.

Home Minister. .. from... Page 01

Can’t identify “Creamy Layer” on the
basis of Economy: SC

New  Delhi, 25th Aug, 2021:
Econom ic criterion cannot be the
sole basis for identifying the “creamy
lay er”  among backw ard classes,
the Supreme Court said Tuesday,
scrapping a noti fication by  the
Hary ana gov ernment w hich framed
rules on those lines. A bench of
Justices L Nagesw ara Rao and
Aniruddha Bos e obs erv ed:
“Hary ana has sought to determine
‘creamy  lay er’  from  backw ard
classes solely  on basis of economic
criterion and has committed a grav e
error in doing so.”  The court asked
the Hary ana gov ernment to issue
fresh notification w ithin three months,
based on the criteria it mentioned in
its  past judgments . The court,
how ever, clarified that admissions
to educ ational ins titutions and
appointment to s tate serv ices on
bas is of the notific ations dated
Augus t 17, 2016 and Augus t 28,
2018 s hall not be disturbed. The

Hary ana gov ernment had issued a
notification in 2016 specifying criteria
for identify ing the “creamy  lay er” .
Under it, members of backw ard
classes w ho earn abov e ¹  6 lakh
per annum, shal l be considered
“creamy  lay er”  under Section 5 of
the Hary ana Backw ard Classes
(R eserv ation in Serv ices and
Admis s ion in  Educ ational
Insti tutions) Act. An organisation

nam ed “ Pichra Warg Kaly an
M ahas abha Hary ana”  had
approached the Supreme Court,
challenging the state’s notification.
They  contended that according to
the law, social, economic and other
factors are to be taken into account
to identify and ex clude the “creamy
lay er” . As this is not being done in
the new  sy stem, the notification is
inv alid , they  c ontended. In its

v erdic t, the cour t referred to the
judgment related to the Indra
Saw hney  case, w hich held that
“persons from backw ard classes
w ho oc cupied pos ts in higher
serv ices like IAS, IPS and All India
Serv ices, had reached a h igher
lev el of social adv ancement and
economic status and therefore, w ere
not enti tled to  be treated as
backw ard” .“Such persons w ere to
be treated as ‘creamy  lay er’ without
any  further inquiry. Likewise, people
w ith sufficient income w ho were in a
position to provide employ ment to
others should also be taken to hav e
reached a higher social status and
therefore, should be treated as outside
the backw ard class. S imilar ly,
persons from backw ard classes who
had higher agricultural holdings or
w ere receiv ing income from
properties, bey ond a prescribed limit,
do not deserv e the benefi t of
reservation,”  the judgment held.

India’s Covid vaccination drive set to gain pace
from September with steady supplies

New  Delhi, 25th Aug, 2021:
The Union gov ernment said on
Wednesday  (August 25) that the
nationw ide v accination driv e has
been ramped up with the av ailability
of more v accines, adv ance the
v isibility  of v accine av ailability  to
States to enable better planning, and
streamlining of the v accine supply
c hain.  As  of Augus t 25, the
gov ernment has prov ided more than
58.07 crore v accine doses to States
and Union Territories (UTs) through
the free-of-cost channel and direct
State procurement. Further , 5.2
million doses are in the pipeline. In
addition, States  and UTs a lready
hav e more than 3.62 crore unutilised
Cov id v accine doses on hand. As

part of the nationw ide v accination
driv e, the gov ernment has  been
supporting the States and UTs by
prov iding them Cov id vaccines free
of cost. Barclay s, in its recent report,
s aid that the rev is ed s upply
estimates suggest that an av erage
of 5.6 million doses per day  w ill be
av ailab le from September. “We
assume that Serum Institute of India
(SII) is able to increase its capacity
to 110 million doses by  September,
w hile Bharat Biotech is only  able to
achiev e its ex pansion target of 60
m i ll ion dos es by  Oc tober , ”
Barc lay s added.  T he present
Cov id-19 v accine manufacturing
capacity  is 130-140 million doses
per month, and this is ex pected to

reach 360-370 million doses by  the
end of December 2021,  a CARE
Ratings report estimates . T he
gov ernment last w eek approv ed
emergency  use of Zy dus Cadila’s
Zy CoV-D v accine for those aged
12 years and abov e. Zy dus said it
ex pects to hav e supplies of 1 crore
doses of the v ac cine by  October.
The v accine needs to be taken in
three doses. In addition to Zy CoV-
D, large supplies of Sputnik V are
ex pected to enter the market by  the
end of September and October. The
gov ernm ent has also approv ed
Cov id-19 v accines dev eloped by
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson
for emergency  use. Scali ng up
vaccination- In the new  phase

univ ersalising the vaccination drive,
the Union Gov ernment w ill procure
and supply  75 percent of the vaccines
being produced by  v ac c ine
manufacturers in the country  to States
and UTs. India has administered 61
lakh doses of the Covid­19 vaccine
in the last 24 hours, w ith cumulativ e
v accination cov erage crossing 59.55
crore. On an av erage, the pace of
v accination in India has been steady
at about 50-55 lakh doses per day.
According to CARE Ratings, India
needs to administer at least another
2 billion doses to cov er the entire
population. At the moment a little over
8 percent of India is fully v accinated,
w hich is decent progress at a time
w hen the second wav e is declining.

476828 have been receiv ed taking
the rate of testing to  1192070 per
million. The administration is taking
all necessary  steps to contain the

spread of the disease and people
are requested to follow  COVID
Appropriate Behav iour, the media
w as informed.   

COVID. .. from... Page 01

People living with hypertension doubled worldwide
in 30 years to more than 1.2 billion: Study

New  Delhi, 25th Aug, 2021:
Over the past 30 y ears, the number
of adults (aged 30-79) liv ing w ith
hy per tension w or ldw ide has
doubled— from an estimated 648
million (331 million women and 317
million men) in 1990 to 1278 million
(626 million w omen and 652 million
men) in 2019, w i th most of this
increase oc curring in low -  and
middle-income countries (LMICs).
The prev alence of hy pertension in
India has marginally  increased over
30 y ears , from 28 per cent in
w omen and 29 per  cent in men to
32 per  cent in w omen and 38 per
cent in men. The international study,
funded by  the WHO and published
in The Lancet today, analy sed blood
pressure measurements from more

than 100 million people taken ov er
three decades in 184 countries. The
s tudy  w as  conduc ted by
researc hers  from  the N on-
Comm unic able Dis ease R is k
Factor Collaboration. Hy pertension
w as defined as hav ing sy s tolic
blood pressure of 140 millimetres of
merc ury  (m m Hg) or greater,
diastolic blood pressure of 90 mm
Hg or greater, or taking medication
for high blood pressure. Despite
being straightforward to diagnose and
relativ ely  easy  to treat w ith low -
cost drugs, nearly half of people (41
per cent of w omen and 51 per cent
of m en)  w i th  hy per tens ion
w orldw ide in 2019 w ere unaw are
of their condition; and more than half
of w omen (53 per cent) and men

(62 per cent) w i th the condition
w eren’t treated. Worldw ide, blood
pres sure w as  c ontro lled w i th
medication in few er than 1 in 4
w omen and 1 in  5 men w i th
hy pertension. High blood pressure
is directly  linked to more than 8.5
million deaths w orldwide each y ear
and is  the leading risk factor for
stroke, ischaemic heart disease,
other v ascular diseases, and renal
disease. Low ering blood pressure
can cut the number of strokes by  35
to 40 per cent, heart attacks by  20
to 25 per cent, and heart failure by
around 50 per c ent. Meanw hile,
according to the study, many  high-
income countries, including Canada,
Sw itz erland, the UK and Spain
report all -time low  prev alence

lev els , but in low - and middle-
income and c entra l European
countr ies such as  Paraguay,
Hungary, Poland, and Croatia
hypertension rates remain high.

High-income and some middle-
income countries hav e made
impress iv e improv em ents  in
treatment and control of hypertension.
They  include Canada, South Korea,
Iceland, the USA, Costa Rica, and
Germany. But there has been little
change in most countries in sub-
Saharan Africa and Oceania. Authors
hav e called for best practices in
detection, treatment, and control from
countries like Costa Rica, Chile,
Turkey, Kazakhstan and South Africa
to be replicated across low - and
middle-income countries.
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ITBP Recruitment 2021,
Apply 65 Constable

Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP  Recruitment 2021 | C onstable P ost |  65 Vacancies |  Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply  Online @ itbpolice.nic. in ITB P Recruitment 2021: Indo-
Tibetan B order P olice Force has issued the recruitment notification for the post
of C onstable (General Duty) under Sports Quota in the S ports disciplines.  The
ITBP  inv ites both Male & Female candidates for fil ling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for G roup ’C ’ posts.  These v acancies are not
av ailable for phys ically  challenged persons or ex-serv iceman. Eligible Indian
c itizens may  apply  this  ITB P  sports quota recruitment through online mode
only ,  another mode of application form w il l  not be accepted.  The online
application form starts  from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is  02.09.2021.  Candidates are requested to fill  the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will  not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interv iew/ test. After the interv iew,  applicant w ill be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69,100. If you want more
details  about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITB P constable recruitment, ITB P jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification,  selection list, results, merit list etc . check the official
website.  This is the great opportunity  for the candidates who are seeking for Central
Govt jobs.

Fight Against Covid-19
Corona Virus

IN THE COURT OF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE FIRST CLASS 
AT PORT BLAIR 

AFFIDAVIT/SELF DECLARATION 
 

1. I, No.10536030 H Rank SEP Name DONDA BHENGRA presently residing 
at 154 Inf Bn (TA) Bihar C/o 99 APO, Brichgunj, Military Station, Port 
Blair do hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as follows: 

(a) That my wife name is entered in my service record as MONICA TIGGA 
and date of birth is 22nd September 1993. However name of my wife as 
per her certificates is MONIKA TIGGA and date of birth is 10th April 1994 
and I wish to record my wife name as MONIKA TIGGA and date of birth is 
10th April 1994. 

(b) That, I am producing this Affidavit for the purpose of evidence for my 
family member names. 

(c) That what is stated above is true and correct to  best of my knowledge, 
information and belief. Nothing material has been concealed there from. 
 

VERIFICATION 
I, the deponent Above named, do hereby solemnly declare and 
verification that the contents of the above Affidavit are true to the 
best  of my knowledge and belief and nothing has been concealed 
or suppressed there form. 

DEPONENT

Class
Restarts..

SAVE WATER

SAVE EARTH

Government
mandates all

Afghan
nationals to

travel to India
only on e-Visa

The government  has an-
nounced today that  all Af-
ghan nationals hencefor th
must  travel to India only on e-
Visa. This has been decided
owing to the prevailing security
situation in Afghanistan and
streamlining of the visa process
by introduction of the e-Emer-
gency X-Misc visa. Keeping in
view some reports that certain
passports of Afghan nationals
have been misplaced, previously
issued visas to all Afghan
nationals, who are presently not
in India, stand invalidated with
immediate effect.  Afghan
nationals wishing to travel to
India may apply for e-Visa at
www.indianvisaonline.gov.in.

EAM S Jaishankar to brief Floor Leaders of Political
Parties on present situation in Afghanistan tomorrow

Ex ternal Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar
w ill brief Floor Leaders of Political Parties on the
present situation in Afghanistan tomorrow  at
Parliament House Annex e in New  Delhi. The
Minister s aid in a tw eet that in v iew  of
dev elopm ents in Afghanistan, Prime M inister
Narendra Modi has instructed that he brief Floor
Leaders of political parties. Ov er 600 people
have been ev acuated from Afghanistan till now .
India ev acuated the people on sev eral flights
from Kabul, Dushanbe and Doha. The mission
to ev acuate people from Kabul  has been

Afghanistan and stream lin ing of the v isa
process by  introduction of the e-Emergency
X-M isc v isa, all Afghan nationals must now
trav el to  India only  on e-Vis a. It said that
keeping in v iew  som e repor ts that certa in
passports of Afghan nationals hav e been
misplaced, prev ious ly  issued v is as to a ll
Afghan nationals, w ho are pres ently  not in
India, stand inv alidated w ith immediate effect.
Afghan nationals w ishing to trav el  to Ind ia
m ay  apply  for  e-Vis a at
w ww .indianv isaonline.gov.in.

nam ed as “Operation Dev i Shakti” .
Ex ternal  Affairs M inistry  has s aid that

ow ing to the prev ailing security  si tuation in

Jal Shakti Ministry begins SUJALAM, a 100 days campaign
as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations

Jal Shakti Ministry on Wednesday  began
SUJALAM, a 100 days campaign as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav  celebrations to create
more and more ODF Plus v illages by undertaking
w aste w ater management at village lev el. During
this campaign ten lakh Soak-pits w ill be created.
The Ministry  said, the effort of campaign w ould
be directed tow ards achiev ing the ODF plus
status  for v illages across the country  in an
ac celerated manner  in  a s hort tim e. T he
Campaign w ill continue to run for the nex t 100
days.

The Ministry  said, the Campaign
w i ll help in m anagement of the
w astew ater .  It w il l  boos t the
momentum of Swachh Bharat Mission
Gramin phase -2 activ ities through
community  participation and i t w ill
increase aw areness about ODF-plus
activ ities. T he focus  area of this
campaign is to ensure that all new ly
emerging Households in the v illage
hav e access to toilets.

Amarinder will remain Punjab CM: Harish Rawat
tells delegation of ministers amid fresh trouble

A day  after 34 Punjab ministers and MLAs
revolted against Chief Minister Amarinder Singh
and said they  w ould seek his remov al from the
high command, a group of seven ministers and
MLAs m et party  general sec retary  in-charge
Harish Raw at in Dehradun Wednes day  and
came back after R aw at is learnt to hav e told
them that the CM w ill remain unchanged.

Four ministers and three MLAs w ho met
Raw at included T ript Rajinder Singh Bajw a,
Sukhjinder Singh Randhaw a, Charanjeet Singh
Channi , Sukhbinder Sarkaria, Barindermeet
Pahda and Kulbir Zira. They  put up their point to
Rawat in a three-hour long meeting that ended at
3.30 pm.

Sources close to Rawat said it w as politely
made clear to them that they  were most w elcome
to meet him but the nex t election w ill be fought
under the leadership of Amarinder Singh.

 Delegation of ministers and MLAs from
Punjab meeting Harish Raw at in Dehradun on
Wednesday. (Ex press photo)

“They  w ere told that they w ill be respected
w henev er they  come to Dehradun but Amarinder
w ill lead the party  into v ictory  in the nex t election.

Sources close to Rawat said it was politely made clear to them that they
were most welcome to meet him but the next election will be fought

under the leadership of Amarinder Singh.
They  had complaints about w ork not being done.
They  hav e been told that ev ery thing w ill be
sorted. The gov ernment will be fulfilling all the
promis es in the nex t few  m onths before the
elections. The issue raised and the sentiment
conv eyed by  the delegation w ill be conv ey ed
further to the high command,”  the source said.

Before the meeting Rawat had already  told
the media that the 2022 Punjab Assembly
election w ill be fought under the leadership of
Amarinder.

New s agency  ANI quoted Raw at as
say ing, “The 2022 Assembly election in Punjab
w il l be contested under  the leadership of
Amarinder Singh.”

Also R ead |Nadda, 5 Punjab Congress
ministers hit back at Sidhu aides ov er J&K,
Pak remarks

Meanw hile, another delegation comprising
Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee general
secretary  in-charge Pargat Singh has already
reached Delhi and is trying to meet AICC general
secretary  KC Venugopal.

It is learnt that the delegation that met Rawat
is disappointed although they  w ent to meet him

thinking that they  should go through the proper
channel and not by pass the general secretary
in-charge.

Back in Punjab, tw o more MLAs, w ho
attended the Tuesday  meeting, backtracked.
They  include Nathu Ram and Satkar Kaur. Nathu
Ram said he nev er convey ed to any one that he
w anted the CM replaced and that he w as
unhappy  w ith his work.

Satkar issued a press release stating she
w ent for the meeting as she w as inv ited for it
say ing that it w ill discuss that the w orks w ere
not being done in the constituencies. She said
she had all the confidence in Amarinder as the
CM .
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OPEN SECRET12-member Indian contingent, including
Jhajharia, departs for Tokyo Paralympics

"Neeraj's gold medal has put the spotlight on javelin throwers and being the senior most
of the lot, I can say this with assurance that after Tokyo Paralympics, javelin (throw) will

be the second most popular game in this country after cricket," Jhajharia said.
Veteran Dev endra Jhajharia

and re igning w or ld  cham pion
Sandeep Chaudhary  w ere among
fiv e jav elin throw ers in a 12-strong
Indian contingent that left for Toky o
on Wednesday  to compete in the
Paraly mpics. The contingent also
included tw o h igh jumpers  —
Nishad Kumar and Ram Pal — and
discus thrower Yogesh Kathuniy a.
One of the top m edal prospects,
Jhajharia had w on the gold medal
in Athens and Rio Paraly mpics.

T he 40-y ear-o ld jav elin
throw er had rew r itten his w orld
record of 63.97m w hen he sent the

spear to a distance of 65.71m in a
qualify ing ev ent in June. His main
competition comes from compatriots

Ajit Singh and Sundar Gurjar. With
a little bit of luck, India could grab all
three medals in  the men’s  F-46

category, w hich is for athletes w ith
arm deficiency, impaired m uscle
power or impaired passiv e range of
mov ement in arms while competing
in a standing position. After Neeraj
Chopra’s historic performance at the
Tokyo Oly mpics, jav elin throw ers
hav e been in the limelight.

“Neeraj’s gold medal has put
the spotlight on jav elin throwers and
being the senior m ost of the lot, I
can say  this w ith assuranc e that
after Toky o Para ly mpics, jav elin
(throw ) w ill be the second most
popular game in this country  after
cricket,” Jhajharia said.

Paralympics: Indian paddlers Bhavinaben and
Sonalben lose opening round fixtures

Players in the Class 3 category have no trunk control, yet their arms
are minimally affected by the impairment, while in class 4 competitors

have fair sitting balance and fully functional arms and hands.
Indian paddlers Bhav inaben

Patel and Sonalben Manubhai Patel
began their campaigns w ith opening
round defeats in their respectiv e
ev ents at the Toky o Paraly mpics,
here on Wednesday.

Competing in the w omen’s
Class  3 category, Sonalben w as
ahead after the first three games but
lost momentum to lose 11-9, 3-11,
17-15, 7-11 4-11 against Li Quan of
China, w orld num ber four and the
Rio Paraly mpics silv er medallist,
in a tightly -contested match. On the other  hand, Bhav inaben, w ho w as also up

against w orld number one Chinese
paddler Zhou Ying, lost, w ent dow n
tamely  3-11 9-11 2-11,  in  the
w omen’s singles Class 4 group A
fix ture.

Play ers in  the C lass  3
category  hav e no trunk control, y et
their arms are minimally  affected
by  the impairment, while in class 4
competitors hav e fair sitting balance
and fully functional arms and hands.

Their impairment may  be due
to a low er spinal-cord les ion or
cerebral palsy.

Four Indians enter semifinals of Asian Youth boxing
The continental showpiece is being conducted simultaneously for the

youth and junior boxers (both men and women) for the first time.
F ou r  In d i an  b ox er s

entered the s em i fina ls of the
A s i an  You th  b ox in g
c ham pions hips being held in
Dubai  after a  day  of m ix ed
res ul ts  for  the c ountry .  The
continenta l show piec e is being
c onduc ted s im ul taneous ly  for
the y outh and junior  box ers
(both m en and w omen) for the
first time.

Sev en Indians  took  the
r ing in  the quar ter finals  on
M onday  ev ening and four of
them  emerged v ic torious.

J ay deep R aw at (71k g)
defeated U AE’s  Mohamm ed
Eis s a in  the mos t dom inating
show  by  an Indian,  outclassing
his  r iv a l  in the second round.

Vans haj  (63. 5k g)  w on 5-
0  a ga in s t  T aj ik is ta n’ s
M ak hk am ov  D ov ud,  w hi le
Dak s h Singh (67k g)  defeated

Ky rgy zstan’s Eldar T urdubaev
4-1.  Suresh Vishv anath (48k g)
w as  u p ag ai ns t ag ai ns t
Ky rg y z s t an ’s  A m a nt ur
Z holbboros v  and prev ailed 5-
0.  How ev er ,  Vic tor  Saik hom
Si ng h (5 4k g)  l os t to
Ky rg y z s t an ’s  D er be k
T i lv a ld iev  2-3,  w hile  Vijay
Singh(57k g) w as beaten 0-3
by  T aj ik is ta n’ s  M o ro do v
Abu bak r .  In d ia ’ s  a s s ur ed
m edal  ta l ly  s tood at ov er  20
on the day  of draw s  i ts e l f as
many  c ountries ei ther  s kipped

or fie lded sm al ler  squads due
t o th e C O VI D- 19  t ra v e l
restrictions .

The gold m edal lists in  the
y outh c ategory  w il l  rec eiv e
pr iz e m oney  of U SD 6,000
w h i l e  s i lv er  a nd  b ro nz e
m edal l is ts  w i l l  c la im  U SD
3, 00 0 an d U S D 1, 50 0
re s p ec ti v e ly .  T he  j un io r
c ham pions  w i l l be aw arded
w ith USD 4, 000 for  gold and
U SD  2, 0 00 an d 1, 000 for
s ilv er and bronz e m edal l ists
respectiv ely.


