
CMY K P B

Vaccination of teens begin in Schools
a positive move, says parent
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Thought for today
The Intellect is the

vessel that holds the
knowledge of God. It is
different from Mind.

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Jan 05: A man was
burned to death after his rented
house c aught fi re oppos ite the
PBMC Bigean at Ward No-6, Prem
Nagar , at about 3.00 pm in the
afternoon on Wednesday .
Accord ing to sources, the house
caught fire, and the man died as the
intensity  of the fire  w as  v ery
high. The locals, who couldn’t enter
the hous e to res c ue h im ,
in form ed the F i re dept.
Immediately  fire tenders and fire
pers onnel  from F i re
Station(HQ), Aberdeen Bazaar
and Chatham, Marine rushed
to the spot and put the fire blaze
under control.

The person w ho died in the
fire is identified as 29 y rs old
Arul Pandy, S/o Alager. Locals

MP demand extra buses on
busy routes, during ‘before

office’ and ‘after office’ hours
Port Bla ir ,  Jan 05:  T he

Member of Parliament, Mr. Kuldeep
Rai Sharma has requested the Chief
Secretary  to operate a couple of
ex tra buses in busy  routes, during
‘before office’ and ‘after office’ hours
so that gov ernment serv ants, office
goers and other staff of priv ate
Institutions can report to the duty  on
time and go back home w ithout any
hardship.

In a le tter addressed to the
Chief Secretary,  the Member of 
Parliament requested to continue the
serv ic es of these ex tra buses till
the restr ic tions  on pas senger
capacity  on buses are in place.

He noted in  his letter that
considering the recent surge in
Cov id-19 c ases, the Andaman
Nicobar Administration has taken

some prev entiv e steps to contain
the spread of Cov id-19 v irus and
Om ic ron v ariant in  Andam an
Nicobar Islands,  w hich is highly
appreciated. Infact, the timely action
of Andaman Nicobar Administration
w ill sav e thousands of people from
Cov id-19 infection, he said.

He pointed out that among
many such measures, the Transport
Department has allow ed public
transport buses to operate w ith only
70% of the capacity. In this regard,
the MP noted that some gov ernment
serv ants and staffs of v ar ious a
priv ate Institutions and shops are
facing huge inconv enience to reach
their  res pec tiv e w ork plac es ,
especially  those w ho are l iv ing
aw ay  from Port B lair c ity, l ike
Tushnabad, Ograbraj, Chouldari,

Sippighat, Chidiy atapu, Calicut etc
areas.

He said that in the morning
hours due to res triction in the
capacity  of buses, many  buses are
not taking ex cess passengers and
because of this m any  office going
people are unable to reach their
w orkplace.  A large num ber of
gov ernment serv ants are finding
themselv es totally helpless. Pointing
out that absenc e of gov ernment
serv ants or priv ate staff from duty
w ill  certa inly  leav e a negativ e
impact on the ov erall performance
of Andam an and N icobar
Adm inis tration and busines s
organiz ations,  the Member of
Parliament demanded ex tra buses
on busy  routes, during ‘before office’
and ‘after office’ hours.

Port Blair, Jan 05:  In a very positive
move,  the adminis tration has  st art ed
vaccinating the children in the 15-18 age group
at the ir schools  itself. Teams of staff and
officials from the vaccination centers have
now st arted visi ting different schools to
vaccinate the children. Taking lesson from
the chaos and hiccups in the vacc ination
centre at J NRM on Tuesday, wherein
hundreds of students had t o wait for  long
hours to get their jabs and acting on a news
report publ ished in this newspaper, teams
from the health department have started
visiting schools from today to vaccinate the
students in their respective schools without
giving pain to the students to visit the JNRM
vaccination c entre and stand in  long

queue. Confusion and delayed vaccination
at the JNRM Vaccinat ion Center has left
student s, teachers and parents of many
student s grumbling. According to reports,
health staff today visited some of the schools
in the city and vaccinated the children in the
schools themselves. This is really a welcome
move by the administration, which will not
only benefit the children, but expedite the
vaccination process. The worry of the parents
to send their ch ildren to already crowded
vaccination centers, fearing infection will also
be done away.  Parents were dem anding
vaccination in schools, so that children don’t
have to come in contact with a large gathering
of people at the vaccination center and risk
infection.

Since schools are already sanitized and
less crowded, they can be vaccinated in a
risk free environment. The staff and officials
of the vaccination teams can visit the schools,
by preparing a schedule and vaccinating the
children in a perfectly organized manner.
Besides, vaccination in schools will also be
an easy take for the staff and officials on the
vaccination duties as gathering of students
at place will he lp them do their task  fast.
This move will also ease the tension of the
parents as their fear of taking care of their
children can be well taken care of by the
school ’s teachers. As it w ill also be the
responsibility of the schools to ensure that
the children in the 15-18 year age group feel
safe and healthy after vaccination.

TAKE PROACTIVE MEASURES:
Reduce flight frequency, cap tourism
activities to check flow of Covid-19

Port Blair, Jan 05: In v iew  of the rising
Cov id cases, including Omicron v ariant in
the islands, demands for reducing the flight
frequency  hav e been gaining momentum.
Citizens blame an enhanced number of flights
as the main source of flow  of the coronav irus
in the islands. According to official reports, in a
single day  on Tuesday  38 persons w ere
reported Cov id-19 positiv e, of w hich ov er 20
w ere passengers. The official figure prov ided
to the media is a clear indicator that the surge
in the Cov id cases in the islands is only
because of the tourists entering the islands

from the mainland. According to sources, as
many  as 14 flights w ith over 2400 passengers
are landing at Port Blair on a daily  basis, the
biggest source of flow  of the coronavirus into
the is lands. N o RT -PCR  tes t is  being
conducted on passengers w ho hav e already
receiv ed both their doses and RT-PCR tests
are conducted only  on those passengers who
hav e not receiv ed both the doses or hav e
received only  one dose. The first tw o w aves
of the Cov id-19 pandemic hav e already
claimed the lives of sev eral islanders and the
third w av e is at the door. Fortunately, no

islander had died in the 3rd w av e so far. But
the adm inistration s hould take proactiv e
prev entiv e measures. One such measure w ill
be reducing the frequency of the flight serv ices
to the islands. The only  and the best w ay  to
check the flow  of Cov id-19 cases in the
islands, is operation of limited flights. All sorts
of tourism activ ities should be capped for a
few  weeks, or till such time, there is a dip in
the Cov id-19 cases in the Islands. High time,
the administration should act and act fast by
reducing the flight frequency  and restricting all
tourism activities for a few  w eeks.

29 yrs man dies in fire accident at Prem Nagar
say  he returned back to his rented house today  itself
after getting discharged from the Mental Ward of the
G.B.Pant Hospital. Since the time he returned back,
he w as behav ing unfriendly  w ith his neighbours and
locals, ev en threatening to harm them. In the afternoon,
he locked himself from the inside and set his house
on fire  leav ing him  dead. 5-6 rooms of the house,
inc luding the room he w as occupy ing, w ere
completely  gutted. Mr. RK.Raj, a Congress leader
and resident of Prem Nagar informed. 

AADHAR Card enrolment
center inaugurated at Diglipur

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Diglipur, Jan 05:  Assistant Commissioner Digl ipur Shri

 Ankit Kumar Yadav, IAS today  ev ening inaugurated Aadhar
Card enrolment center at BSNL Ex change, Diglipur. The general
public can now  av ail of the facility  for fresh enrolment of Aadhar
cards, correction of name/address/date of birth/phone number,
etc. At present, there is only  one  AADHAR enrolment center at

the Office of Civ il Supplies, RK Gram,
w hich is not suffic ient for the entire
Diglipur.

After the inauguration, an updated
AADHAR card w as  presented to a
student by  Assistant Commissioner.
Apart from the general public, DEO
Diglipur, SDO, BSNL Diglipur Shri
Nagesh Rao w as also present at this
event.

Por t Bla ir ,  Jan 05:  T he
Andaman & N icobar Terri torial
Congress Committee launched an
ex tensiv e 2-day  campaign to train

it’s senior party  leaders under the
“ Or ientation Program m e for
Organiz ation T ra in ing”  on
Wednesday  at Gandhi Bhaw an. 

The programme commenced w ith
l ighting of lam p by  ANT C C
President Shri. Rangalal Halder,
ANT CC  Vic e-Pres ident Sm ti .

Shanta Lax man Singh, DC C
President Shri. V.K Abdul Aziz,
Mahila Congress South Andaman
Coordinator Smti. Zubaida Begum
and Senior Congress leader Shri.
Manickam.  On the first day, party
has trained about 35 senior leaders
of the organization w ho w ill  later
conduct trainings in District, City  and
Block lev els.  The topics that were
discus sed include local is sues,
booth management, better utilization
of social media, focus on Congress
ideology  and exposing the true face
of BJP-RSS. The leaders  w ho
spoke on the occasion w ere Shri.
Rangalal halder,  Smti. Shanta
Lax man Singh, Shri. V. K Abdul
Aziz, Smti. Zubaida Begum, Shri.
Tamil Selvam and Shri. Sebastian 

Congress launches Two day Organization
Training programme for party leaders

Port Blair,  5th Jan, 2022: To
empow er and inv olv e students in
the dec is ion m ak ing of the
insti tutes, in carry ing out v arious
s tudents related activ i ties , a
s tudent’s  c ounc i l  is  elec ted
through elec tions. T he student’s
counc il e lec tion of DBRAIT for

Student’s council elected in DBRAIT

academic y ear 2021-22, w as held
on 4th J an 2022 through e-mode
as  per the Linghdoh c omm ittee
guidel ines . E lected members of
the C ounc il  are-  M r.  M ak ina
Pr ithv ira j –  Mech III- President,
B.  R aje s h-  Elec t II I-  V ic e
Pres ident,  J y oth i -  EC E-III-

Secretary  (C ultura l),  T. Mohd.
Sahi l -  C iv i l  III-  Se c retary
(Academic Griev anc es) , Aari ff
M ohd. -  B. Te c h C SE II-
 Secretary  (Literary ), Hritika Roy -
B. Tec h C SE I I-  Sec retary
(C ampus Dev elopment) and R.
Sury a- IT III- Secretary  (Sports)

Por t B lai r , J an 05:   T he
v accination driv e is c ontinuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As  per
data a v ai lab le,  a  to ta l
of 5,98,638 beneficiaries hav e
been v ac cinated so far in A&N
Is lands. A total  of 3641 people
w ere v accinated y esterday.2615
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Distric t, out of
w hich 2079 beneficiaries  w ere in
the age group of 15-18 y ears
w hile 139 beneficiaries w ere in
the age group of 18-44 y ears.
Simi larly, 814 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in  N orth & M iddle
Andam an Dis tric t out of w hich
787 beneficiaries  w ere in the age

The scheme was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
2015 w ith an objectiv e of prov iding
old age income security  particularly
to the citizens in the unorganised
sectors. Finance Ministry said, over
65 lakh hav e been enrolled in Atal
Pension Yojana in the current financial
y ear so far. Apart from enrolments,
male to female subscription ratio of
56:44 is improv ing and asset under
management is around 20 thousand
crore rupees. The Ministry said, Atal
Pension Yojana can be subscribed
by any  Indian citizen in the age group
of 18 to 40 y ears hav ing a bank
account.

Atal Pension Yojana
has reached 3.68 cr

so far: Govt

Smart Cities Mission launches “Smart cities and Academia
Towards Action & Research (SAAR)” program

Sm art Cities M ission has
launc hed “ Sm art c ities  and
Academia Tow ards  Action &
Research (SAAR)”  program. It is a
joint initiativ e of the Ministry  of
Housing and Urban Affairs, National
Institute of Urban Affairs and leading
Indian academic institutions of the
country.

U nder  the program , 15
premier archi tecture & planning
ins titutes of the c ountry  w ill  be
w ork ing w i th  Smart C ities to

doc ument landm ark  projects
undertak en by  the Smart Cities
Miss ion. The doc um ents w i ll
c apture learnings from  bes t
prac tic es .  It w i l l  prov ide
opportuni ties  to  students  for
engagement on urban dev elopment
projec ts and enable real- time
information flow  betw een urban
practitioners and academia. The first
activ ity  env isaged under SAAR

UJALA completes 7 years; Over 36 crore 70
lakh LEDs distributed across the country so far

Launched on 5th January,
2015, Unnat Jy oti by  Affordable
LEDs for  All (UJALA) programme
has completed 7 y ears.  T he
programme has ev olv ed to be the
w or ld ’s  larges t zero-subs idy
domestic  lighting programme that
addresses c onc erns l ike high
elec tri fic ation c os t and h igh
emissions that result from inefficient
lighting.

AIR correspondent reports,
U J ALA program  through i ts

innov ativ e approach has resulted
in significant benefits. More than 36
crore 70 lakh LEDs hav e been
distributed acros s the country  so
far. Ov er 47 thousand Mi llion
Kilowatt-hour per annum energy  has
been sav ed.  9 thousand  565
megaw atts of peak dem and has
been av oided. T here has been a
substantial reduction in carbon
diox ide emissions. It has reduced
annual household electricity  bills.

With UJ ALA, the retai l price

of LED bulbs has also come dow n
s igni fic antly .  The program
encourages  M ak e in  Ind ia.
Domestic  manufacturing of LED
bulbs has increased from 1 lakh per
month to 4 crore per month.

Garner ing attention from
m anagem ent s c hools , the
program me is Leadership case
study in IIM, Ahmedabad. It is also
under consideration for  being
included in the curr ic ulum  of
Harv ard Business School.

Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly in Isles

See... Page 02

group of 15-18 y ears w hile  4
benefic iaries w ere in the age
group of 18- 44y ears .  212
beneficiaries  in the age group of
15-18 y ears w ere v accinated in
Nic obar District.

Meanw hi le, during the R T-
PCR  tes t c onduc ted on 397
passengers w ho arr iv ed here
Monday, 12 positiv e cases hav e
been detected. y esterday, 2132
pass engers  arriv ed by  flight,  out
of w hich,  1726 w ere v accinated
w ith both doses w hile the RT-PCR
tes t w as  conduc ted on 406
passengers and the reports are
aw aited. About 25 positiv e cases
w ere found dur ing the tes t
conducted Monday. During RAT
conduc ted on 83 pass engers
bound for  N o r th & M iddle
Andaman at Ferrargunj,  all w ere
found negativ e. At Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, test w as conducted on
47 passengers and all w ere found
negativ e.  At Phoenix  Bay  Jetty,
72 passengers  w ere tes ted w ith
RAT and all w ere found negativ e.
At Helipad, 10 passengers w ere
tested w ith RAT and all w ere foundThe Union Public Serv ice

C om mis sion has  decided to
conduct the Civ il Serv ices (Main)
Ex am ination 2021 as  per
schedule. The ex am is scheduled
to be held from 7th to  16th of this
month.

The decision has been taken
by  the Commission after carefully
rev iew ing the situation prev ailing
due to COVID-19 pandemic.  The

UPSC to
conduct Civil

Services (Main)
Exam 2021 as
per schedule

Port Blair , Jan 05: The State
Ex ecutiv e meeting of Bharatiy a
Janata Party  w as called at the
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Bhav an,
Middle Point. The meeting w as
chaired by  Mr. Dilip Saikia, MP,
Mangaldoi Assam,National General
Secretary  BJP,& Election Incharge
for A & N Islands, Mr. Y Saty a
Kumar, National Secretary  BJP &
Prabhari  A&N Islands, M r Ashish
Sood, Senior Leader & Election Co-
Incharge A&N Islands, Mr Agnimitra
Paul, MLA Asansol South, West
Bengal , State General Secretary

See... Page 02

BJP State Executive Meeting held
BJP West Bengal & Elec tion Co
Incharge, Mr. Ajoy  Bairagi,  State
President BJP A&N Islands,  Mr. 
Vishal Jolly, Former State President
& National Ex ecutiv e Member BJP,
Mr.  Bishnu Pada Ray, Former MP
A & N Islands and Core Committee
Member, Mr. Thala Venkatesh
Yadav, National Ex ecutiv e Member
BJ P OBC  Morcha & Prabhari
OBC Morc ha A & N Islands, and
Mr Poosa Raju, National Executiv e
Member BJP OBC Morc ha and
Up Prabhari OBC Morcha A & N
Islands. 

In the Presidential address,
Mr. Ajoy  Bairagi Ji, ex plained all
the Organization w ork happening in
the Is lands. Mr.  Ashish Sood Ji
addressed the meeting on the most
effic ient w ay  on Election
Campaigning.     He  a ls o
emphasized on working in a positiv e
and cons truc tiv e w ay. Further
address ing the m eeting Mr.
Agnimitra Paul ex plained the ease
of pol itics in Andaman Islands as
compared to West Bengal. She
ev en ex plained that all central Gov t

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
PM on scientists

A national entrepreneurship development board will
be set up to check unemployment among scient ists and
technologis ts , Indira Gandhi announced in Mysore.
Addressing the 69th annual session of the Indian Science
Congress at the Mysore Univers ity campus,  she said that
all vacancies in the field of  science and technology would
be fil led. S he said the national science and technology
entrepreneurship board would be constit uted to link idle
sc ience and technology manpower with under-uti lised
institutional fac ilit ies. The PM said the government was
launching a three-pronged programme,  which would take
care of the inappropriate employment of such qualified
persons.

No war pact
India has an “open mind” on a no-war pact  with

Pakistan, External Affairs Minister said in an interview to
PTI. He said that the government’s response on the issue
had been “pos it ive and correct ”.  The minister was
answering questions on the hectic diplomat ic  act iv it y
between the two countries. Rao recalled his  statement  in
P arliament that Pakis tan had “convenient ly” rejected
India’s  repeated offers  of  a no-war pact , first made in
1949. St ill, this count ry had responded in a pos itive manner.

Sikh-Hindu unity
Mil itant  Sikh leader Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale

said in New Delhi that Hindu-Sikh unity  was an article of
faith with him.  Address ing a huge congregat ion at
Gurdwara Rakabganj, organised to end the mourning
period for Jathedar Santokh S ingh,  Bhindranwale said
the press had wrongly depic ted him as a Hindu baiter.
The Sikh leader said he wanted Hindus and Sikhs to l ive
peacefully. He said Hindus and even Muslims, who did not
smoke,  should be honoured at  Sikh plat forms and
presented with “siropas”.  He said he was surprised that
Hindu leaders were not rec iprocat ing the call f or “Sikh-
Hindu unity”.
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COVID VACCINE DOES NOT INCREASE
PRETERM BIRTH RISK: STUDY

Covid-19 vac cination during
pregnancy is  not ass ociated with
complications such as preterm birth
or s maller  than normal  weight of
babies, according to a study.

The res earc hers at t he Yale

Universi ty in the US noted that
pregnant people who contract  Covid-
19 have an increased risk of disease
severity and death.

One barr ier t o  v acc ine
ac ceptanc e is the c oncern that

vaccination might disrupt pregnancy,
they said.

The find ings,  publ is hed on
Tuesday in a report by the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), is based on more than 40,000

pregnant individuals.
I t  show s  t hat   C ov id-19

vaccination during pregnancy was not
associated with preterm birth or small-
for-gest at ional-age (SGA) when
c ompar ing v ac c inat ed w i t h
unvaccinated pregnant people.

The t r im es ter  w hen t he
vaccination was received and the
number of  Covid-19 vaccine doses
received were also not associated with
increased risk of preterm birth or SGA,
the researchers found.

"Gett ing vaccinated against
Covid-19 is import ant for preventing
severe illness in pregnant people," said
Heather Lipkind, associate professor
at the Yale School of Medicine and
lead author of the study.

Preterm birth -- where babies are
delivered earlier than 37 weeks -- and
SG, in  which babies are del ivered
smaller in size than normal f or the
gestational age, have been associated
with a higher risk for infant death and
disability.

The researchers used data from
eight health care organisations to

investigate the risk for preterm birth or
SGA am ong v ac c inat ed and
unvaccinated pregnant women aged
16 to 49 years.

Among t hose included in the
study, 10,064 individuals, or nearly 22
per cent, received at least one  Covid-
19 vac cine dose during pregnancy,
researchers said.

As  m any as 98.3 per cent
rec eived vaccination during the ir
second or third tr imester while rest
received it during their first trimester
of pregnancy.

Almost 96 per cent of those
vaccinated received an mRNA vaccine
developed by Pfizer or Moderna.

The new findings add t o the
evidence that  Covid-19 vaccination is
safe during pregnancy, the researchers
said. Research into the drivers behind
low vac cine ac ceptanc e among
pregnant people has found that the
most common concerns have been a
lack of information about  Covid-19
vaccine safety in pregnant people and
potent ial harm to the foetus , they
added.

India records first
death due to Omicron
variant of Covid-19

Schemes have been implemented
v ery  nic ely  across Islands. Mr Y
Saty a Kumar s tar ted w i th
apprec iating kary akartas for  their
hard w ork on field. He guided the
kary ak artas in s trengthening the
Organizational w ork. Later Mr Dilip
Saikia  s a id that he w as
mesmerized to see the work done
by  the M odi led Gov ernment in
Islands, w hether it is the bridge,
OFC , New  upcom ing ai rpor t
terminal and many  more. He ev en
said that the Central Gov ernment is
v ery  s er ious  on the holis tic
development of Islands. Ending the

BJP State Executive.. from... Page 01
meeting Mr,  Vis hal  Jo lly  also
highlighted the Kary ak artas  on
teamw ork and positiv e approach,
he a ls o stressed on w orking
together and constructiv ely  for the
dev elopment of Is lands  and
Is landers.    The meeting  w as
attended by  all the State Office
bearers, Morcha Presidents and
General Sec retaries,  Distr ic t
President and General Secretaries.
The inspirational addres s has
motiv ated the kary akartas to w ork
hard and together in a constructiv e
manner in upcoming Loc al Body
elections.

Vaccination drive .. from... Page 01
negativ e. Apart from this, RTPCR
test w as conducted on 9 crew
members of MV R ajhans and the
reports are aw aited. till 3 pm, 356
dos es  of v a c c ines  w ere

administered to beneficiaries, out
of w hich,  310 C ov ax in dos es
w ere adm inistered to chi ldren
betw een the age group of 15-18
y ears.

UPSC to conduct Civil .. from... Page 01
Com mission has  requested the
State Gov ernments to  ensure
hassle-free mov ement of candidates
as restrictions and curbs have been
imposed by  State Gov ernments to
contain the spread of Cov id-19.  The

State Gov ernments  hav e been
reques ted to ens ure the optimum
operationalization of public transport
to ensure smooth mov ement of
candidates during the ex amination
period.

Smart Cities Mission . from... Page 01
is to prepare a c om pendium  of
75 landm ark urban pro jec ts  in
India under  the Smart Ci ties
M is s ion .  T he s e 7 5 ur ban
projec ts  are innov ativ e,  m ul ti -
s e c to ra l ,  and  ha v e  be en
im pl em e nt ed  ac ro s s

geographies .  T he program
mark s the 75th anniv ersary  of
India’s  independence. M inistry
of Housing & Urban Affai rs  has
said that the c ompendium of 75
ur ba n p ro jec ts  w oul d be
launched by  June this y ear.

New  Delhi, 5th Jan, 2022:
Patients w ill not be required to go
for re-testing after the home isolation
period is over. According to the new
guidelines, patient under home
isolation w ill stand discharged and
end is olation after at least 7 day s
hav e passed from testing positiv e
and hav e no fev er for 3 successiv e
day s. Also, patients w ill not be
required to go for re-testing after the
home isolation period is over, Union
Home Ministry  further informed.

The guidelines lay  detailed
conditions for the eligibility  of home
isolation. Patients aged 60 and abov e
w ith co-morbid conditions such as
Hy per tens ion,  heart d is ease,
diabetics, chronic lung, liv er, kidney
disease, etc. w ill be allow ed home
isolation only  after proper ev aluation
by  the treating medical officer.

Patients  s uffer ing from
immune compromised status such

COVID-19: Health Ministry
issues revised guidelines for
home isolation of mild and

asymptomatic patients
as  HIV, Transplant rec ipients,
c ancer  therapy  are not
recommended for home isolation and
w ill be allow ed to do so only  upon
proper  ev aluation by  the treating
medical officer.

While patients are allow ed
home isolation, family  members and
other close contacts in the house
should fo llow  home quarantine
guidel ines on Min istry  of Health’s
w ebs ite. Meanw hile , India has
logged 58,097 new  COVID cases
in the last 24 hours, and the daily
positiv ity  rate is at 4.18 per cent the
Union Health Ministry  informed on
Wednesday.

 T he activ e caseload of
COVID cases in the country  now
stands at 2,14, 004. As per the
M in is try,  2, 135 cas es  of the
Omicron v ariant hav e been detected
in India, of w hic h 828 hav e
recov ered.

Port Blair, 5th Jan, 2022: Fears
of a third COVID-19 w av e taking
ov er India seem to be coming true
just day s into 2022.

The total number of COVID-
19 cases rose by  58,097 in the last
24 hours , as per a gov ernment
update on January 5. While this is
not ev en a fifth of the record daily
high posted in the midst of the second
w av e in  ear ly  May  2021, the
number is not to be sneezed at.

For one, it is the highest daily
rise in new  cases in six -and-a-half
months . Second, the increase of
ov er 55 percent from the prev ious
24 hours is the h ighest since the
first w eek of April 2020, w hen new
cases numbered in a few  hundred.

Omicron surge points at third COVID-19
wave, but with different characteristics

T hird,  the c ountry  has  now
experienced double-digit percentage
increases in new  daily  cas es in
eight of the last nine day s, with the
av erage daily  increase being 27.3
percent.

Such numbers w ere not seen
ev en in the deadly  second w av e.
Betw een early  April 2021,  w hen
new  daily  cases first crossed the 1-
lakh mark, and May 7, 2021, w hen
the second w av e w as at its peak,
the av erage daily  increase in new
cases was a mere 4.2 percent. But
the ex perience so far in Delhi, and
globally, offers hope.

In South Africa, w hic h first
reported a case of Omicron, the
surge in cases caused by  the new

v ariant seems to hav e las ted a
single month. On December 30, the
South African gov ernment said all
indicators suggested the peak of the
w ave w as likely  over.

Assuming a similar cy cle for
India,  could the current surge in
cases peak in  January  i tsel f?
Forecasters seem  to think so, at
least as far as the US is concerned.
On January  3, the US posted a
rec ord 10.83 lakh new  cas es.
How ev er , The Washington Post
reported on January  4 that sev eral
infectious-disease ex perts see the
current w av e peaking as early  as
this w eekend to perhaps later this
month.

The key, though, might lie in

the number of persons  being
admitted in hospi tals. In the US,
total hospitalisations on January  3
crossed the 1-lakh mark for the first
time since September. But they
remain below  the peak of 1.42 lakh
hit in January 2021. The sev erity  of
Omicron, or lack thereof, is crucial.

While only  2,135 cases of
Omicron hav e been recorded so
far in  India, the new  v ariant has 
been detected in 84 percent of
samples from the capital, the state’s
minister of health Saty endar Jain
said on January  4. And although
there are no doubts about Omicron’s
transmissibility, its milder sy mptoms
perhaps make it more relev ant to
look at hospitalisations.

In Delh i, the number of new
COVID-19 cases reported shot up
to 5,481 on January  4 from 290 on
Decem ber 25. At the same time,
the bed occupancy rate at hospitals
and dedicated COVID c are and
health  centres increased to 6.2
percent from 1.7 percent.

Contrast these numbers w ith
those from early  in the s econd
COVID-19 w av e. From  368 on

March 15, 2021, the number of daily
new cases in Delhi rose few er than
fiv e times to 1, 819 on March 31,
2021. Despite the number of daily
new  cases remaining below  the
2,000 mark, the bed occupancy rate
nearly  tripled in a fortnight to 15.9%
on March 31, 2021. Like Delhi, only
a fraction of new  cases in Mumbai
are sev ere this time around.

During January  2-4, Mumbai
saw 27,005 new  COVID-19 cases.
Of thes e,  7 perc ent requi red
hospitalisation. Further, of those who
w ere hospitalis ed, just ov er 9
percent hav e required ox y gen
support. As such, only  0.66 percent
of fresh cases in Mumbai betw een
January  2 and January  4 hav e
required the aid of oxy gen.

Ov erall, the bed occupancy
rate in Mumbai stood at 14.7 percent
on January  4, up from 7.8 percent
on December 31.

A change in focus from the
C OVID-19 cas e load to
hospitalisations has already  been
dis c uss ed e ls ew here.  CN N
reported in mid-December 2021 that
US President Joe Biden’s adv isers

w ere enc ouraging the
adminis tration to shi ft “publ ic
attention aw ay  from the total
number of infections and tow ard
serious cases only ” .

But perhaps it is too early  to
talk of hospitalisations as the key
metric . After al l, sy mptom s can
become sev ere ev en after a week
or so.  With the s urge in cases in
India being rather recent, the amount
of data av ai lab le is far from
sufficient.

The key, howev er, remains
v accination. According to the US
Centers for Disease Contro l and
Prev ention, COVID-19-associated
hospitalisation rate w as eight times
higher for unv accinated adults in
January -Nov ember 2021. As
Anthony  Fauci, President Biden’s
chief medical adv iser and one of
the leading faces from the scientific
comm unity  in the fight against
COVID-19, told ABC New s on
January  2: “The real bottom line
that y ou w ant to be concerned
about is, are w e getting protected
by  the v acc ines from  sev ere
disease leading to hospitalisation?’

‘Fix responsibility’: Fuming Centre roasts
Punjab Govt. for breach in PM security

New Delhi, 5th Jan, 2022: Moments
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s  first
rally  in poll-bound Punjab w as canc elled
on Wednesday, the Centre said this w as
on account of a major breach in his security.

In a statement detailing the sequence
of ev ents, the Press Inform ation Bureau
(PIB) sa id “Today  morning, the Pr ime
Minister landed at Bathinda from w here he
w as to go to the National Martyrs Memorial
at Hussainiw ala by  helicopter. Due to rain
and poor v isibility, the PM w aited for about
20 minutes for the w eather to c lear out.”

“When the w eather did not improv e,
it w as decided that he w ould v isit the
National Marty rs Memorial v ia road, which
w ould take more than tw o hours.  He
proceeded to trav el by  road after necessary
c onfi rmation of nec es sary  sec ur ity
arrangements by  the DGP (director general
of pol ice) Punjab Police,”  it added.

The statement w ent on to say  that
“around 30km aw ay  from  the National
Marty rs Memorial in Hussainiw ala, w hen
the PM’s conv oy  reached a fly ov er, it w as
found that the road w as blocked by  some
protesters” , resulting in the c onv oy  being
stuck there for 15-20 minutes, w hich w as
a major lapse in his security.

Modi w as  scheduled to addres s a
rally  in Ferozepur and lay  the foundation
stone of multiple dev elopment projects w orth
more than ¹ 42,750 crore.

Bharatiy a J anata Par ty  (BJ P)
president J P Nadda accused the Congress
gov ernment in Punjab of using “all tricks to
scuttle”  PM Modi’s programmes, including
the Ferozepur rally.

He said in a series of tw eets that

Modi’s rally  w as called off and another
programme disrupted as protesters blocked
his route breaching the security  protocol.
He termed the security  lapse as “extremely
w orrisome” incident.

“Protesters w ere giv en access to the
Prime Minister’s route w hile the Punjab
CS (c hief sec retary ) and DGP gav e
ass uranc es to SPG (Special Protection
Group) that the route is clear.  To m ake
matters w ors e, C M (Charanj it Singh)
Channi refused to get on the phone to either
address the matter or solv e it. The tactics
used by  the Congress gov ernment in
Punjab w ould pain any one w ho believ es
in democratic principles,”  Nadda said in a
tw eet.

The BJP president alleged the s tate
police w as instructed to prev ent people from
attending Modi’s rally  and a large number
of buses were stranded because of the high-
handedness of the police in conniv ance
w ith the protesters.

“ In doing so, they  did not bother that
the prime minis ter w as to pay  tr ibutes  to
Bhagat Singh and other freedom fighters,
and lay  the foundation s tone for k ey
dev elopment w ork s,”  the BJP president
said.

“By  their cheap antics, the Congress
gov ernment in Punjab has show n that they
are anti-dev elopment and hav e no respect
for freedom fighters too”  he added, alleging
that it w as done as the ruling par ty  in the
state fears a res ounding defeat in the
upcoming assembly  polls.

Elections in Punjab are like ly  to  be
announced shortly.

“ It is sad that the PM’s v isit to launch

dev elopment projects  w orth thousands of
crores for Punjab w as disrupted. But w e
w il l not let such cheap mentality  hinder
progress of Punjab and w il l continue the
effort for the dev elopment of Punjab,”  Nadda
tw eeted.

Senior  C ongres s spok es pers on
Randeep Singh Surjew ala hit back  at
Nadda for his  comments in a s eries  of
tw eets. He w rote, “Stop losing cool and all
sense of propriety . Please remember…
10,000 security  personnel w ere deploy ed
for the PM’s rally. A ll arrangements w ere
made in tandem w i th SPG and other
agencies. The route w as carv ed ev en for
all  buses of BJP w orkers  from  Hary ana
and Rajasthan.”

Detailing the protocol  betw een the
Spec ia l Protection Group (SPG) and
Punjab police, the PIB statement said the
PM ’s  sc hedule and trav el  p lan w as
com munic ated w ell in adv anc e to the
Punjab gov ernment. “As  per procedure,
they  have to make necessary  arrangements
for  logistics , sec urity  as w ell as keep a
contingency  plan ready. Also, in v iew  of
the c ontingenc y  p lan,  the Punjab
Gov ernment has to deploy  addi tional
security  to secure any  movement by  road,
w hich w as clearly  not deploy ed.”

It said after the security  lapse, it w as
decided to head back to Bathinda airport.
Taking cognizance of w hat it term ed as a
“serious ”  sec urity  laps e, the min istry  of
home affairs has sought a detailed report
from the state gov ernment. The state
gov ernment has also been asked to fix
responsibili ty  for this lapse and take strict
action, the statement added.

India on Wednesday  recorded the
first death linked to the Omicron v ariant
of Cov id-19 after the samples of a man
in Rajasthan’s Udaipur, w ho died last
w eek, show ed the presenc e of the
v ariant.

Confirming the dev elopment, Luv
Aggarw al , Joint Secretary  of Health
Ministry , sa id: “Tec hnic al ly  i t is
Om icron re lated death (on the
Rajasthan case). He w as an elderly
person. The person is reported to hav e
com orbid ities, like diabetes am ong
others.”

The 73-y ear-old man, w ho w as
found infected w ith Omicron in genome
sequencing and w ho had tested negativ e
for the infection tw ice, died in a Udaipur
hospital on December 31, according to
a report in new s agency  PTI.

He d ied due to pos t-C ov id
pneumonia coupled w ith comorbidities—
diabetes mellitus,  hy pertension and
hy pothy roidism — U daipur C hief
Medical  Heal th Offic er (C MHO) Dr
Dinesh Kharadi had
said.

The genome
sequencing res ult
rec eiv ed on
Dec em ber 25
rev ealed that the
man w as infec ted
w ith the Omic ron
v ariant.

On Wednes day, India ’s activ e
caseload crossed the 2-lakh mark, with
a single-day  spike of 58,097 Cov id-19
cas es. Accord ing to the head of the
Cov id w orking group of N ational
Tec hnic a l  Adv is ory  Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI), Dr N K Arora,
Ind ia is  already  w i tness ing the th ird
w av e of the Cov id-19 pandemic.

The r is e in c ases has  been
spurred by  the Omic ron v ariant of the
coronav irus — of w hich India currently
has  2,135 cases, ac cording to the
Union Ministry  of Health.

Stating that Maharas htra, West
Bengal, Delh i, Kera la,  Tamil Nadu,
Karnatak a, Jharkhand and Gujarat
hav e emerged as s tates of c oncern
due to a surge in Cov id-19 cases, the
Union health  min istry  added that 28
distr icts  in  the country  hav e been
reporting more than 10% w eek ly
positiv ity, w hile 43 distr icts hav e
reported w eekly  positiv ity  betw een 5-
10%.
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BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

PRESS NOTE

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up posts of 04 Block Level
Facilitator on contract basis under the Scheme: Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karykaram (PMJVK)
in the Department of Social Welfare, A & N Administration.

The functions of Block Level Facilitator:

(i) To function as a bridge between the Government institutions and the minority community
to ensure that the benefits of the programme reach them properly.

(ii) To give necessary support to a Block Level Committee in scrutinizing the plan proposal
for its recommendations to District Level Committee and monitoring the implementation
of the projects.

(iii) The facilitator would prepare the progress report and other required reports for the
programme.

(iv) The facilitator would also render necessary support to Social Audit Committee at the
Block Level.

(v) To facilitate geo-tagging of assets to be taken up/taken up under the karyakaram.

(vi) To facilitate getting PMJVK details and its updates under the DISHA framework.

(vii) To assist the baseline-survey in MCAs.

Interested candidates are advised to submit their detailed resume in the prescribed format
alongwith supporting documents with a covering letter addressed to Director (Social Welfare),
Directorate of Social Welfare, Goalghar, Port Blair or mail to: directorsw4@gmail.com latest by
5.00 pm on 13th January, 2022 for scrutiny of the applications.

Interview for the eligible candidates will held on 17th January, 2022 at 10.00 AM at
Directorate of Social Welfare, Goal Ghar. The list of eligible candidates for interview will also
be displayed in the Notice Board of the Directorate of Social Welfare, Goalghar.

· Applications received after due date will not be accepted.

· The candidates who do not fulfill any criteria shall not be invited for interview.

District Block No of 
post 

Qualification & 
Experience 

Monthly 
emoluments 

North & 
Middle 
Andaman 

Mayabunder 01 
 Any Graduate with 

preferably two years 
experience of working 
in social sector. 

 Good Knowledge in 
English & local 
Languages. 

 Knowledge about 
Govt. Schemes for 
Minority 
Communities.  

 Computer Skill in  
typing data entry, 
uploading  of reports, 
online verification, 
etc. 

 

 

Rs 15,000/-+ Rs 
5000/- TA/DA 

North & 
Middle 
Andaman 

Rangat 01 

Nicobar Nancowry 01 

South 
Andaman 

Ferrargunj 01 

Terms and conditions:-
1. The appointment will be purely on contract basis as a BLF  and no other regular

service benefits will be admissible. The candidates will not have any right to claim for
regular employment.

2. No TA/ DA will be paid for attending the interview.

3. The selected candidate shall be responsible for the implementation of PMJVK Scheme,
functioning under Directorate of Social Welfare.

4. The candidates shall strictly observe all COVID-19 protocols at the time of appearing
for the interview.

Director (Social Welfare)

PROFORMA 
   APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF _________________________ 

 

 

 

DECLARATION 
I do hereby declare that the information given above is true, complete and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. I understand that in the event of any information stated above being false or incorrect or my 
ineligibility being detected after the test/ appointment, my candidature/appointment is liable to be cancelled/ 
terminated. 

Place: 
Date:         Signature of the applicant 
 

1 Name of Candidate (IN BLOCK LETTERS)  

2 Name of Father/Husband  

3 Date of Birth (Proof to be enclosed) 
  

4 Nationality  

5 Permanent Address with Phone No.& Email 
ID  

6 Educational Qualifications along with 
experience details (Proof to be enclosed)  

Affix 
Recent 

Size 
Photogra

IP/8378/21
2021/MediaRelease/9

BlackBerry  is stopping serv ice for its
business smartphones from today, bringing an
end to the tale of the popular dev ice of the 2000s.

The company, BlackBerry  Ltd,  said that
handsets running its in-house softw are w ould no
longer be expected to “reliably  function” , a mov e
that they  announced in 2020.

BlackBerry  w ill be shutting off all its key
serv ices—data, SMS and phone calls, meaning
users cannot join any  cellular or WiFi netw orks.
This w ould essentially  render the phone useless.

Once the go- to dev ice for  bus iness
ex ecutiv es and those w orking on-the-go,
BlackBerry 's hold on the market declined w ith
the introduction of the iPhone and Android touch
screens w ith better features.

T he C anadian com pany  s topped
production of the phone in 2016, shifting its focus
to softw are dev elopment. TCL Communication
took ov er the licensing of BlackBerry  products
and continued to release dev ices until  2020,
pow ered by  Android OS.

It was the BlackBerry  that pioneered push
email and famously  had a QWERTY key board
that made it conv enient to ty pe.

In recent y ears, the company  turned its
attention to cy bersecurity softw are and operating
sy stem for cars.

Des pi te  los ing re lev anc e as the
touchs creen era progressed, Blac kBerry
continued to hav e a loy al fanbase—to this day —
and many  of them took to social media to express
their sadness on w itnessing the death of the
iconic gadget.

Some, though, are still hoping for a rev iv al
of phy sical key board dev ices.

End of an era:
BlackBerry

stops service
for iconic

smartphone

LOST
I, Manisankar Das, S/o

Indrajit Das , R/o
LAXMIPUR, Diglipur lost
my Islander Identity card
bearing No
10102300051604, Aadhar
Card bearing No
531685983489, and
Driving licence
AN012020000397 for 2/3
wheeler at Laxmipur area.
Finder please contact on
9932081321.
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OPEN SECRET

WHY SHIFT TO SHORTER ISOLATION,
QUARANTINE PERIODS? CDC

EXPLAINS RATIONALE
Th e US  Cen tre  fo r Disea se

Con trol and Prevention (CDC) has
exp lained the scien tific  ratio nale for
shortening its COVID-19 isolation and
quarantine recommendations, a move
which had  garn ered critic ism from
som e qu a rters.  Th e ag ency ha d
announced changes last week, halving
the isolation time for Am ericans who
catch the coro navirus and  have no
symp to ms o r on ly  b rief i llnesses.
Isolation should on ly end if a person
has been fever- free for at least 24
hours without the use of fever-reducing
medications and if other symptoms are
resolving, the CDC added. It similarly
shortened the time that close contacts
need to quara ntine, from 10  days to
five.

In layin g ou t the  scientific ba sis
for the revisions, the agency said more
tha n 100  stu dies from 17 countries
ind icate  th a t m o st tra n smissio n
hap pens early in an in fection. The
CDC ackn owled ged the d ata come
fro m research done when Delta and
other pre-Om icro n va rian ts were
cau sing the m ost infections.  But the
agen cy also poin ted to  limited, ea rly
data fro m the US an d Sou th Ko rea
that suggests the time between exposure
and the appearance of symptoms may
be shorter for Omicron than for earlier
variants. Th e CDC also  too k up the
question  of why it  didn 't ca ll fo r a
neg ative  test before p eople emerge

fro m iso latio n. Th e ag ency said lab
tests ca n sho w positive  resu lts long
after someone stops being contagious,
and that a negative at-home test may
not necessarily in dicate there is no
threat. Th at is why, the agency said, it
was recommend ing that people wear
masks everywhere for the five d ays
after isola tion ends.

CDC officials previously sa id the
changes were in keeping with evidence

tha t peo ple with the co ronavirus are
most infectious in the two  days before
a n d  th ree d a ys a fter sym p to m s
develop.

Some experts have questioned how
the new recommendations were crafted
and  why they were changed amid a
spike in  cases driven largely by the
hig hly conta gious Omicron varia nt.
Som e also exp ressed dismay that the
gu idelines allowed people to  lea ve

isolation without getting tested to see
if they were still infectious.

The CDC had earlier stated that
the Omicron va riant accou nted for
95  p er cent o f new coron avirus
infections last week, according to US
health officials' latest estimates. The
latest estima tes suggest a drama tic
swing—in just on e month—in which
version of the co ronavirus is m ost
abundant. Beginning in late June, the
Delta va rian t was the main  version
causing US infections. The CDC said
m o re th a n  9 9 .5  p er cen t o f
coronaviruses were Delta as recently
as the end o f Novem ber.

The CDC's estim ates are ba sed
on corona virus specimens collected
each week through u niversity and
com mercia l lab orato ries a nd state
a nd  loca l h ealth d epa rtm en ts.
S cien tists an a lyse  th eir g enetic
sequ en ces to  determin e which
versions of the COVID-19  viru ses
are most abundant.

Precautionary dose of
COVID-19 vaccine to be

same as first two doses: Govt
The precautionary  dose of

COVID-19 v accine w ill be the same
as the first and second doses, the
gov ernment said on Wednesday
w hile ruling out v accine mix ing for
the third dose. India will start giv ing
the boos ter  dos e to frontl ine
healthcare workers and those abov e
60 with co-morobidities from January
10. “T hose w ho' v e receiv ed
Cov ax in w ill receiv e Cov ax in,
those w ho hav e receiv ed primary
two doses of Cov ishield will receiv e
Cov ishield,” Dr VK Paul, Member-
Health, NITI Aay og said. According
to the health ministry, India reported
ov er 6.3 times rise in Cov id cases
in the last eight day s—a sharp rise
in case positiv ity from 0.79 per cent
on December 29 to 5.03 per cent on
January  5. Tw enty -eight districts
reported ov er 10 per cent w eekly
positiv ity  rate w hile 43 districts
reported a w eekly  positiv ity  rate
betw een 5-10 per  c ent. The
gov ernm ent obs erv ed that
Maharashtra, West Bengal, Delhi,
Kerala, Tamil N adu, Karnataka,
J hark hand and Gujarat w ere

emerging states of concern due to
the surge in COVID-19 cases.  The
health ministry, how ever, noted that
a surge in COVID-19 cases is v isible
across the globe. Around 25.2 lakh
cases w ere recorded globally  on
January  4, the highest ev er since
onset of pandemic. Talking at the
press meet, Dr Balram Bhargav a,
Director General of Indian Council of
Medical Research informed that an
Omicron detecting RT-PCR kit has
been dev eloped in  partners hip
betw een Tata MD and ICMR and it
has been approv ed by  Drugs
Controller General of India. This kit
w ill giv e test results in four hours, he
said. Dr Bhargav a said the new
coronav irus v ariant, Omicron, is the
predominant circulating strain in India.
"Om ic ron is  the predom inant
circulating strain in cities in the
country. Mass gatherings should be
av oided to low er the speed of this
spread," he said. As per the health
ministry, 2,135 cases of Omicron
hav e been reported in the country
w ith Maharashtra registering the
max imum cases follow ed by  Delhi.

NEW DELHI: Athletes w ill be
required to undergo Rapid Antigen
Test (RAT) upon arriv al at national
camps and training centres , the
Sports Authority  of India (SAI) said
on Wednesday  as it came up w ith
a slew  of measures to combat the
renew ed threat posed by  C ov id-
19.

Unlike the latest guidelines, the
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) that SAI had issued before
the Toky o Oly mpics last y ear,
required an athlete to take an RT-
PCR test w ithin 72 hours before
arriv a l at camp w ith a negativ e
report.

The SAI has issued the fresh
SOPs to deal w ith the drastic rise
in the positiv e cases, mostly  owing
to the Omicron v ariant, across the
country.

Thes e measures w il l be
strictly  implemented at the various
National Centres of Ex cel lence
(NCOE) as w ell as the ongoing

RAT for athletes on arrival at camps and training
centres: SAI's fresh SOPs amid spike in Covid cases

national coaching camps.
Upon arriv al at the training

centres, all athletes w ill undergo
mandatory  Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT).

"If the test comes negativ e,
they  w ill train and dine separately
until the six th day  of joining. A repeat
of the RAT w ould take place on the
fifth day," SAI s tated in a press
release.

"The ones w ho get a positiv e
result w ould undergo a RTPCR test
and be treated in isolation, w hile the
ath letes testing negativ e
w ould continue normal
training," it added.

Proper isolation facili ties are
being earmarked for Cov id positiv e
or sy mptomatic athletes across the
camps and the facilities w ould be
sanitised tw ice a day.

There w ill also be a micro bio-
bubble, w here the athletes w ill be
divided into small groups for training
and dining. The athletes have also
been stric tly  as ked to av oid
interacting w ith other groups.

Besides , random tes ting of
athletes, coaches, support staff and
non-residential s taff in the NCOE

w ill be carries out once ev ery
15 day s.

"It has  a ls o been
recommended that athletes
w ould be participating in only
thos e c ompeti tions
recom m ended by  the
respectiv e National  Sports
Federations (NSFs) and the
SAI HQ officials," the nodal
sports body said in a release.

"F or  inv i ta tional

tournaments and non-Oly mpic
qualifying ev ents, recommendations
w ould be made by  the respectiv e
Regional Directors (RDs) of the
NC OEs. "

It is a lso to be noted that
guidelines from the respectiv e state
gov ernments w ill supersede these
SOPs in those particular states, SAI
stated.

Last year, few  national camps
w ere disrupted ow ing to breakout of
Cov id cases, including box ing in
Patiala and New  Delhi, and camps
in Bhopal and Bengaluru, w here the
hockey  teams w ere training.

A str ic ter  SOP w as
announced after as many  as 24
sportspersons and 12 support staff
members tested positiv e for the
v irus at the SAI' s Bhopal centre.

Before that, in  2020, sev eral
men's freesty le and Greco-Roman
w restlers had tested positiv e for the
v irus after reporting to a national
camp at the SAI Sonepat centre

'It's a morale booster': Shardul Thakur on
receiving praise from Sachin Tendulkar

JOHANNESBURG:  India's
bowling all-rounder Shardul Thakur
ex pressed his happines s after
being praised by  the legend Sachin
Tendulkar for his  heroics w i th the
bal l in the s econd Test against
South Africa.

Thakur picked seven wickets
to restr ict the hosts' first-innings
lead to just 27 as the Proteas w ere
bundled out for  229 at the
Wanderers stadium on Tuesday.

Taking to Tw itter, Tendulkar
w rote,  "C ongratu lations  to
@imShard on picking up 7 w ickets
w i th h is  s teady  bow l ing and
v ar iations. Good s uppor t by  the
others."

On being asked by  bow ling
coach Paras Mhambrey about how
he felt after reading the tw eet,
Shardul s aid that the pra ises from
Sachin are a lw ay s  a 'mora le
booster' for him.

"It's my  pleasure that the
'God' himself has tw eeted about
me.  Being a Mumbaikar,  I hav e
play ed a few  games w ith him. He
has  alw ay s supported me as a

y oungster and it's alw ay s good to
hear from him , i t is a  m orale
booster," Shardul told Mhambrey.

Apart from Sachin, former
India batter VVS Lax man also
congratulated Thakur for h is 'lion-
hearted display '.

"L ion-hear ted disp lay  by
Shardul Thakur. Best figures by  an
Indian agains t South Afr ica,
thoroughly  deserv ed his sev en
w ic k ets  for persis tence and
intelligence. Has  single-handedly
brought India back into the second
Tes t. Ov er to  the batters now .
#SAv IND," tw eeted Lax m an.

At Stumps on Day  2, India's
s c orec ard read 85/ 2,  w i th
Cheteshw ar Pujara (35*)  and
Aj inky a Rahane (11*)  on the
crease. Just like the opening day,
11 w ickets fell on the second day
as Thakur dominated proceedings.

In the second innings, India
got off to a bad start as stand-in
skipper KL Rahul w as dismissed
in the s ev enth ov er .  Ind ia' s
problems  further increased w hen
May ank Agarw al offered no shot

and w as giv en out LBW in the 12th
ov er.

Pujara and Rahane then made

sure that India didn't suffer any
more hic cups before the end of
day 's play.


