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Thought for today
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To use
punctuation

marks on paper
is easy but can
you put a full
stop to waste

thoughts?

IGNOU launches Master of Arts
(Urban Studies)
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Port B lair , J an 20: T he
Sc hool  o f Ex tens ion and
Dev elopm ent Studies of Indira
Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) has launched a new
programme- Master of Arts (Urban
Studies) (MAUS) programme
commencing from January  2022
session. The MAUS programme
aims at promoting profess ional

dev elopment and capacity  building
in the area of Urban Dev elopment.
It is meant for any  graduate and
others w ith higher qualification w ho
is presently  employ ed or not i.e. it
is for both in-service and pre-serv ice
pers ons ;  F unc tionar ies  of
Corporations, Municipalities and
Nagar Panchay ats ; Arc hitec ts
(Bac helors  and M as ter in

Architecture, Planning and related
Disc ip lines;  C iv il  Engineers
C orporate real  Estate
Professionals; Employ ees of the
Gov t. Institutes  /NGOs, Pr iv ate
or Corporate Sectors R esearch
Organizations w orking in v arious
Urban Planning and Dev elopment
Sectors; Programm e Offic ers,

Rangalal Halder flags concerns of
MNGREGA employees

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Jan 20: The
Andaman & Nicobar Terr itorial
Congress Committee President
Mr. Rangalal Halder on Thursday
met w i th sev eral M NGREGA
employ ees of North & Middle
Andaman and they  highlighted
him about the non-pay ment of
s a lar ies  to Gram  R oz gar
Sev aks,  Programme Officers,
Technical Assistants, Data Entry

Operators and Engineers  from
around four months. Mr. Halder has
urged the A&N Administration to
immediately  release the pending
salaries of MNGREGA employ ees
under it’s jurisdiction.

“The A&N Administration has
been w ithholding the salar ies of
these employ ees for the las t four
months. Congress will sit on protest
if the salaries are not released to

these employ ees immediately ”
Mr. Halder said.

In a statement, Mr.  Halder
said that during the prev ailing
C OVID-19 pandem ic , the
pay ment of s a lar ies  of
MNGREGA employ ees should
be pr ior itis ed ov er  other
discretionary  ex penses as they
are left w ith no choice but to work

DCC President interacts with
peoples of Bambooflat

Port B lair , J an 20: T he
v i llagers of
Bamboofla t  Panc hay at  02
poured out their problems and
issues w ith the District Congress
Committee President Mr. V.K
Abdul Aziz during a interaction
program m e organis ed on
Wednesday  night. Majority of the
v i llagers ex pres s ed thei r
problems to the DCC President
and urged him to use h is good
offic e to  conv ey  i t to  the See... Page 02

Adm inis tration and get them
resolv ed. The v il lagers and local
leaders brought to the notice of DCC

President about the issues relating
to pending dev elopment w orks,

Bairagi raises anganwadi related
issues with CS

Port Bla ir, Jan 20: M r.
Ajoy  Bai ragi,  State President,
Bharatiy a Janata Par ty ,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
has w ritten a letter to the C hief
Sec retary ,  Andaman and
Nicobar Administration informing
him  of is s ues  w i th  the
Anganw adi  Centres .  M r.
Bai ragi  in  his  le tter  has

mentioned that during his rec ent
v isit to Sw araj Dw eep the general
publ ic  ra is ed the is s ue of
Anganw adi Centres and informed
that the Anganw adi Staff are not paid
on time and the chi ldren are a lso
not getting the nutr i tional
supplements and snacks from the
las t six  months .   He fur ther
mentioned that on enquiry  he came

to know  that the situation is
same in alm ost all the Islands
and a lso som e Anganw adi
Centres are about to close dow n
due to non-pay ment to priv ate
ow ners.  Mr. Ajoy  Bairagi
mentioned that it is  a matter of
concern and requested the Chief
Sec retary  to enquire on the
matter and resolv e it on priority.

CONVICTION UNDER POCSO ACT
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Port Blair, Jan 20: A Special
C ourt (POC SO) in  South
Andaman presided by  the Hon’ble
Special  Judge (POCSO) Shri.
R aja C hatterjee,  today  on
20.01.2022 sentenced a 49 y ears
old man, a resident of Dhanikhari
Village, w ith the life conv iction who
committed repeated rape upon his
ow n daughter in Special Case
No. 29 of 2019. Pronouncing the
order on Thursday, Special Judge
(POCSO) of South Andam an
District observ ed that ” father is
fortress and trustee of his daughter,
in the instant case, the said father
by  way  of betray ing the trust and

by  tak ing undue adv antage of the
trust reposed in him by the daughter
ravished the chastity of his daughter
and jeopardized her future prospect.
The pl ight of the v ictim / surv iv or
and the shock suffered by  her can
be well v isualized. The v ictim girl /
surv iv or w ith efflux  of time w ould
liv e the traumatic ex perience and
w ill  alw ay s  be haunted by  the
memory  of unfortunate incidents”
The case dated to 25.04.2018 when
the v ictim girl made complaint that
she w as stay ing w ith her parents
and her father on repeated occasions
comm itted rape upon her  and
w henev er  she used to m iss her

periods, her father used to force
her to consume pills likew ise lastly
in the month of April 2018 once
again s he conceiv ed and w as
giv en w ith pi lls  to terminate
pregnancy  but the pills could not
w ork and she w as tak en to a
Priv ate Hospita l w here i t w as
detected that she has half abortion,
thus the matter w as referred to G.B.
Pant Hospital and there she has to
undergo MTP for half abortion. The
v ictim being frightened, thereafter,
gathered courage and rushed with
all papers and narrated the atrocity
underw ent by  her to the then

COVID-19
status in isles

Port Blair, Jan 20: Port Blair,
Jan. 19: During the RT-PCR  test
conducted on 124 passengers w ho
arriv ed here y esterday, 43 positiv e
c as es  hav e been detec ted.

See... Page 02

Supreme Court upholds validity of
OBC quota in NEET admissions
New  Delh i, J an 20i : T he

Suprem e Cour t on T hurs day
pronounced its decision upholding
the constitutional validity  of providing
27% quota to Other Backw ard
Classes (OBC) in  NEET All India
Quota (AIQ) s eats
f or   u n d er g r a d u a t e   a n d
pos tgraduate medical c ours es,
say ing “ reserv ation is not at odds
w ith merit.”  A Bench led by  Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud observ ed that
‘merit’ could not be narrow ed to the

See... Page 02

Third covid wave: Why is
India not seeing severe

illness, deaths/ ICMR
chief explains

New  Delhi, Jan 20: We hav e
been able to prev ent s ev ere
illnesses and deaths due to Covid-
19 in the third wav e due to the high
v accination cov erage acros s the
country, said the central gov ernment
on Thursday. 

It also informed that 94% of
India ’s  adul ts  hav e been
administered the first anti -Cov id
dose. In the 15-18 years age group,
around 52% have received their first
dose of the v accine.“Vaccines hav e
remained beneficial in India. Deaths
hav e considerably  reduced due to
v accinations. In this third  surge of
Cov id-19, w e are currently  not
w itnessing severe illness and deaths
due to high v accination uptake,” said
Dr Bal ram  Bhargav a, director-
genera l of ICMR,  during a press
br iefing.    Further , gov ernment

offic ia ls said that v acc ination
cov erage w ill be ex panded for
those under 15 years of age based
on sc ienti fic ev idenc e.   “As
scientific evidence ev olv es, w e w ill
be ex panding the cov erage of
v accination. We w ill take a decision
on the basis of scientific data,”  said
Rajesh Bhushan, the Union health
secretary.  Speaking about the
coronav irus situation in the country,
the officials said that 11 states and
union territories hav e more than
50,000 active Cov id-19 cases and
515 districts are reporting a w eekly
case positiv ity  of over five per cent.
In addition to th is, they  in formed
that Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Uttar
Prades h, Gujarat, Odisha, Delhi
and Rajasthan are among the top
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CBSE Term I Results 2022: Know Class
10, 12 result declaration process

New  Delhi, Jan 20: CBSE
Term 1 Results 2022 is aw aited.
The result w hen released by  the
C entra l Board of Sec ondary
Education w ill be av ailable on the
official site of CBSE on cbse.gov.in.
The result for Class 10, 12 will also
be av ailable after declaration on the
official site of CBSE results on
cbseresults.nic.in. 

The Board has decided that
the Term I result w ill be released in

the form of mark s scored by  the
candidates and that no student w ho

appeared for the ex amination w ill
See... Page 02

Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly in Isles

Port Bla i r,  J an 20:  T he
v ac cination driv e is continu ing
smooth ly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 6, 02,225
beneficiaries in the age group of 18
and abov e hav e been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands. Simi larly,
18,691 beneficiaries hav e been
v accinated in the age group of 15 to
18 y ears agains t the target
beneficiaries of 23,000. The number
of benefic iar ies  adminis tered
precautionary  dose of v accine so far
stood at 3517. A total of 715 eligible
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
A&N  Is lands  y es terday . 585

beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andam an Distr ict, out of
w hich, 108 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 15-18 y ears w hile 63
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44years. 84 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in North & Middle
Andaman District, out of w hich, 29
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 15-18 y ears while 7 beneficiaries
w ere in the age group of 18-44y ears.
46 beneficiaries w ere vaccinated in
Nicobar District, out of w hich, 13
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 15-18 y ears w hile 1 beneficiary
w as in the age group of 18-44y ears.

Death condoled
Port Blair, Jan 20: The Barbar

Association hav e condoled the
sudden demise of Shri S Pandian,
aged 67 y rs, R/o Chennai w ho
died on 19th J an 2022,  at
Chennai.  May  the almighty  giv e

strength to the bereav ed family
members to bear this irreparable
loss. The association has pray ed
for peace to the departed soul.
Inserted by  L Vel lasam y,  V
Lellav ellasamy R/o Delanipur.

India Ratings projects economy to
grow at 7.6% in FY23

New  Delhi , J an 20 Ind ia
Ratings and Research on Thursday
said the country ’s economy  is likely
to grow  at 7.6 per cent y ear-on-
y ear in 2022-23. The agency  said
after a gap of tw o y ears, the Indian
economy  w ill show  a meaningful
expansion, as the real GDP in 2022-
23 is ex pected to be 9.1 per cent

higher  than that in 2019-20 (pre-
COVID lev el). “How ev er, the size
of the Indian economy in FY23 w ill
be 10. 2 per cent low er than the
FY23 GDP trend v alue. A continued
w eakness in priv ate consumption
and investment demand is estimated
to contribute 43.4 per cent and 21
per c ent, respectiv e ly,  to  th is

shortfall, the agency  said in a report.
It said if the impact of Omic ron on
the fourth quarter grow th turns out to
be greater than i ts estimate, then
there could be some upside to 2022-
23 grow th originating from the base
effec t.  Earl ier  this  m onth,  the
National Statistical Office (NSO) in
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Private media continues to face
financial hardship, time to stop

private advts in DT

Delhi Hits 43 Deaths, Highest
Since June; Cases 10%
Lower Than Yesterday

New  Delhi, Jan 20 Delhi today
reported 43 Cov id deaths, w hich is
the highest number of deaths due to
the v iral infection since June 10 last
y ear when 44 people had died. The
national capital logged 12,306 new
Cov id cases, w hich is 10.72 per
cent low er than y esterday's number
(13,785). The number of total Cov id
cases in the city  is 17,60,272.

The positiv ity rate (the number
of cas es detected per 100 tests)
dropped to 21.48 per cent from 23.8
per cent a day  before. Total deaths
stand at 25,503. The death rate is
now  1.45 per cent.

18,815 Cov id patients w ere
discharged in the last 24 hours, the

total number of discharged patients
is 16,66, 039.  The number of
infections in the national capital has
seen a marked decline ov er the
last few day s, except for yesterday
w hen the capital saw  a spike.

On Tues day,  the c i ty
regis tered 11, 684 cases,  on
Monday, it w as 12,587 cases, on
Sunday  it w as 18,286, on Saturday

See... Page 02

When Will Vaccination For Children
Under 15 Begin? What Centre Said

New Delhi, Jan 20 The Union
Health Ministry  w ill decide about
COVID-19 v accination for children
less than 15 y ears of age only  after
scientific ev idence, said Rajesh
Bhushan,  Health Secretary  w hile
addressing a press br iefing on
Thursday. "From January  16, 2021,
COVID-19 v accination has been
started and rolled out bas ed on
scientific evidence and assumptions
of protecting the most v ulnerable
people.  So, as  the sc ienti fic
ev idence ev olv ed, w e w ill  be
ex panding the cov erage of
v accination. We w ill take a decision
on the basis of scientific ev idence
for below  15 y ears old children,"
Mr Bhushan said.  Further, Dr VK
Paul, Member (Health) Niti Aay og

ex plained, "COVID-19 v accination
for 12 y ears old is our nex t goal.
These decisions will only  be taken
after  sc ientific information and
scientific decision. We are w orking
on it also."

Earlier,  the official sources
reported ANI that v accination for
those under 15 y ears of age has not
been y et taken by  the Union Health
Ministry.

The Central gov ernment also
informed that 72 per cent of India's
adult population is fully  v accinated
w hereas around 52 per cent of
children in the 15-18 y ears old age
group hav e been inoculated w ith
the first dose of COVID-19 v accine.
Meanw hile, the health officials said
that the adolescents in the age group

of 15-18 y ears  are ac tiv ely
partic ipating in the COVID-19
v accination driv e. On Monday,
Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviy a also said that over 3.5
crore teenagers betw een the age
limit of 15 to 18 y ears hav e received
the firs t dos e of the COVID-19
v acc ine. "Amazing enthus iasm
among y oung India for COVID-19
v accination. Over 3.5 crore children
between the 15-18 age group hav e
receiv ed 1st dose of the COVID
v acc ine sinc e January  3.
Congratulations to all my  y oung
friends w ho hav e got v accinated,"
the health minister tw eeted.

So far, India has administered
3.45 crore first doses of COVID-19
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Port Bla ir, J an 20: Pr int
media in  the Andam an and
Nicobar Islands had registered a
sharp dip in the adv ertisements
as w el l as circu lation figures.
During this hard time w hen print
media in the islands suffered
heav y  losses, instead of coming
out in support of the priv ate print
media, the UT administration has
adopted double standards w hile
dealing w ith priv ate print media
and the official mouthpiece. While

The Daily  Telegrams, the state
gaz ette is re leased fu ll  page
government tenders and notices on
a ev ery  day  basis, priv ate print
media, particularly  priv ate dailies
are denied adv ertisements. In the
past few day s, private media were
released only  minimum government
adv ertisements in comparison to The
Daily  Telegrams. As a result of this,
ex cept a few  private dailies, most
of the priv ate print media, suffering
rev enue loss, hav e stopped their

public ation. To add to the injuries,
the focus of the UT administration
w as  to s uppor t the offic ia l
mouthpiece ‘The Daily  Telegrams’.
During the lockdow n period w hen
most of the priv ate media w ere
struggling to surv iv e, the official
media w as giv en priority  in ev ery
aspect.  Bes ides  iss uing press
releas es on a regular basis, the
gov ernment media w as also issued
gov ernment tenders on a regular
basis.  Here, the people of the

islands  should know  that the
official media does not hav e any
financial issue as it is run by  the
gov ernment. The Daily Telegram
is a gov ernment department and
the staff s alar ies and other
ex pendi tures  inc urred in
publishing this new spaper is
borne entirely  by  the gov ernment.
The situation of priv ate print media
has not improv ed ev en after the
unlock period. Due to slow  dow n

MP demands electric
connection for flood lights

placed at Guptapara Ground
Port Blai r, Jan 20: The Member of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar

Islands, Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma today met the Director of Rural Development
Mr. Vinay Kumar Jindal and requested him to provide electric connection to

the flood lights, which have been already installed in the playground of
Guptapara Village, infront of Humferygunj Police Stati on. He mentioned that a
large number of youths of nearby villages utilize the ground for sports and other

recreational activities on a daily basis and once the flood lights become
operational, youths of the region will be able to utilize the ground even in late
evening and night hours. The Member of Parliament said that sports and other

related activities are good means to keep youths of our Islands engaged in
constructive activities and will certainly save them from drugs and other
addictions. The Director of Rural Development assured the Member of

Parliament to provide necessary electric connection to the flood lights as soon as
possible and necessary directions were given immediately over phone by him.
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EDITORIAL
US coin depicting Maya Angelou

was a long time coming
I t  s e e m s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t

q u a r t e r  m i n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n
W o m e n  q u a r t e r s  p r o g r a m m e  —  t o
c o m m e m o r a t e  n o t a b l e  w o m e n  i n  U S
h i s t o r y  —  s h o u l d  f e a t u r e  M a y a
A n g e l o u ,  t h e  g l o b a l l y  l o v e d  w r i t e r ,  p o e t
a n d  m e m o i r i s t  w h o  d i e d  i n  2 0 1 4 .  In  h e r
l o n g  a n d  a s t o n i s h i n g l y  c r e a t i v e  l i f e ,
A n g e l o u  w a s  m a n y  t h i n g s .  A p a r t  f r o m
b u i l d i n g  a  p r o l i f i c  c a r e e r  i n  l e t t e r s ,
s h e  h a d  a l s o  b e e n ,  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,
a  s i n g e r ,  a c t o r ,  d a n c e r ,  c o m p o s e r ,
j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  t e a c h e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s
H o l l y w o o d ’ s  f i r s t  b l a c k  f e m a l e  d i r e c t o r.
W i t h  t h e  n e w  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  q u a r t e r ,
s h e ’ s  a l s o  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k
w o m a n  t o  f e a t u r e  o n  a  U S  c o i n .  M a n y
A m e r i c a n s  v i e w  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s
o n e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a  l o n g  t i m e  c o m i n g .
I t  w a s  i n  t h e  O b a m a  e r a  t h a t  t h e
p r o p o s a l  t o  p u t  a  b l a c k  w o m a n  o n  U S
c u r r e n c y  w a s  f i r s t  m o o t e d  —  t h e  $ 2 0
b i l l ,  w h i c h  c u r r e n t l y  f e a t u r e s  t h e
s e v e n t h  U S  p r e s i d e n t ,  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n ,
w a s  t o  b e  r e d e s i g n e d  t o  f e a t u r e  t h e
a b o l i t i o n i s t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t
H a r r i e t  T u b m a n .  T h e  p r o j e c t  f e l l  b y  t h e
w a y s i d e  d u r i n g  t h e  T r u m p  p r e s i d e n c y ,
a l t h o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t ,  J o e
B i d e n ,  a n n o u n c e d  l a s t  J a n u a r y  t h a t
t h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  T u b m a n  $ 2 0  b i l l
w i l l  b e  r e v i v e d  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s
“ s p e e d e d  u p ” .  T h e  d e m a n d  f o r  m o r e
d i v e r s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  o f f i c i a l
i c o n o g r a p h y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  p u b l i c  a r t ,
s t r e e t  n a m e s  e t c  —  e s p e c i a l l y  o f
w o m e n  a n d  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o u r  —  h a s
b e e n  g r o w i n g  l o u d e r  i n  t h e  U S  a n d
e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  c o m e s  o n
t h e  b a c k  o f  m o v e m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  B l a c k
L i v e s  M a t t e r  a n d  # M e T o o ,  t h a t  s e e k  t o
r e m a k e  t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  i t s
e s s e n c e  —  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f
e m p o w e r m e n t  —  b u t  a l s o  i n  i t s  v i s u a l
i c o n o g r a p h y  a n d  s y m b o l i s m .  T h i s  w a s
w h a t  l a y  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e ,  a  f e w  y e a r s
a g o ,  w h e n  B L M  p r o t e s t o r s  t o p p l e d  a
s l a v e  t r a d e r ’ s  s t a t u e  i n t o  t h e  s e a  a t
B r i s t o l ,  U K .  W h i l e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a
c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s
i m p u l s e ,  w h i c h  i s  s o m e t i m e s
( m i s ) c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  “ c a n c e l
c u l t u r e ” ,  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  A n g e l o u  o n
o f f i c i a l  c u r r e n c y  h a s  e l i c i t e d  l i t t l e
b a c k l a s h .  T h i s  i s  a  w e l c o m e
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  a  h o p e f u l l y  m o r e
i n c l u s i v e  w o r l d .
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Amid Covid, No Foreign Head Of State As Chief
Guest This Republic Day

IGNOU.   .. from... Page 01

There would be no foreign leader as the chief guest at the Republic Day
celebrations, but a day later Prime Minister Narendra Modi will host the first India-

Central Asia Summit in a virtual format on January 27.
 This year there will  be
no foreign head  of state
or government as the
chief guest for the
Republic Day event,
sources said today.
Amid the COVID-19
pandemic continuing and
the cases r ising, this
would be the second year
in a row when there
would  be no foreign
leader as the ch ief guest  at
the Republic Day celebra-

tions.
"This year  there will not
be a Foreign  Head of
State or Head of Govern-
ment as the chief guest for
our Republic Day event,"
a source told news agency
Press Trust  of India.
There would be no
foreign leader  as the ch ief
guest at the Republic Day
celebrations, but a day
later  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wil l host

the first India-
Central Asia
Summit in a virtual
format on  January
27.
The summit will be
held with the
participation of the
presidents of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic,
Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan.

Projec t Offic ers,  R es earc h
Inv es tigators  and Res earc h
As sistants dealing w ith  Urban
Planning and Dev elopment in
v arious International  and National
Organiz ations;  Any  graduate
interested  to pursue carrier in Urban
Planning and Dev elopment. The
tw o y ears Master  of Arts (Urban
Studies ) (MAUS) is offered in
Engl is h Medium,   Tota l Fees
Rs.14,400/- ( each y ear –Rs.7200/
- ).  Any   Bac helor’s  degree  of
minimum three year duration from a
recognized Univ ersity  is eligible for
M AU S program m e.  Onl ine
Admis sions for  J anuary  2022
sess ion are open.   Interested
s tudents  may  d i rec tly  c l ic k

the Adm is sions  Link : https :/ /
ignouadmiss ion.samarth.edu.in/
      or   c ontact  Dr .   N ehal   A
F a r o o q u e ;   e m a i l
id: nafarooquee@ignou.ac.in contact
no: 011-29571664, Prof. B. K.
Pattanik ,  em ai l
id: bkpattanaik@ignou.ac.in contact
no.:011-29571662, Dr.Grace Don
N e m c h i n g ,
email id:gdnemching@ignou.ac.in,
contact no. 011-29571669. T he
Study  Centre located in Port Blair-
0201 is activ ated to offer  th is
program me under Por t B lai r
Regional Centre of IGNOU. Dr. S.
Raja Rao, Senior Regional Director,
IGNOU , R egional Centre Port
Blair.

despite the risky  scenario on the
ground.  He also requested the
Adm inis tration to  c ons ider
regularizing the jobs of contractual
employ ees under MNGREGA in

these Islands  and to increase the
number of guaranteed day s of
w ork from 100 to 200 w ith the
c onsent of Ministry  of Rura l
Dev elopment.
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drinking w ater supply, sanitation and
others pertaining to the w elfare and
development of the village. Mr. V.K
Abdul Aziz has assured the villagers
to tak e up their  issues w i th the
concerned authority  at the earliest.

M r.  V. K Abdul  Az iz w as
accompanied by  District Congress
Committee General Secretary  Mr.
Abhibhushan Ghosh, Congress
leaders Mr. Saj id Shan and Mr.
Ravi.
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Pradhan of Humfry gunj. Thus the
case w as  then registered against
the accused father and ac cused
mother. The mother w as booked as
she fai led to repor t about the
commission of the offence inspite of
hav ing know ledge. The Humfry gunj
PS took up the inv estigation and
chargesheet w as filed against
accus ed persons  under relev ant
section of IPC and POC SO Act.
The prosec ution ex amined 12
w itnesses  and after full dress trial
the accused mother w as acquitted
from the charges but the father has
been s entenced to undergo
imprisonment for life for the offence
punishable under  Sec tion 6 of
POCSO Act and w as also liable to
pay  fine of Rs. 2,00,000/ - and he

w as further sentenced to suffer to
rigorous imprisonment for 10 y ears
w ith a fine of Rs.  10,000/- for the
offence punishable under  Section
315 of IPC in default to s uffer
rigorous  imprisonm ent for 06
months. The v ictim w ho is now
under the care of a Shelter Home is
being aw arded a sum of Rs.
10,00, 000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs
only) as compensation which w ill
be paid by  the state within a period
of one month.  The tr ia l w as
conducted by  Ms. A.S.Z in u,
Special Public Prosecutor on behalf
of the State. The instant news item
is in compliance w ith Section 23(2)
of POCSO Act w hich prohib its
publishing the identity  of the v ictim
and her parents.
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y esterday , 8 fl ights w i th  538
passengers arrived, out of w hich,
431passengers w ere v accinated
w ith both doses w hile RT-PCR test
w as conducted on 102 passengers
(1 foreign trav eler) and the reports
are aw ai ted.  Dur ing R AT
conduc ted on 35 pass engers
bound for North & Middle Andaman
at Ferrargunj, tw o positiv e cases
have been detected. At Mohanpura

Bus Terminus, test w as conducted
on 37 passengers,  one positiv e
c as e has been detec ted.  At
Phoenix  Bay  Jetty, 12 passengers
w ere tested w i th RAT and one
positiv e case has been detected.
At Helipad, 10 passengers w ere
tes ted w ith R AT and no positiv e
c as e has  been detec ted.
y es terday, till 3  pm, 221 eligible
persons were v accinated.
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limit of success in open competitiv e
ex ams. The merit of a person w as
a sum total of “ liv ed ex periences”
and his or her struggle to overcome
cultural and social setbacks.  “Merit
cannot be reduc ed to narrow
definitions of performance in an open
competitiv e ex amination, w hich
only  prov ides formal equal ity  of
opportunities. Current competencies
are ass ess ed by  c om petent
ex aminations but are not reflectiv e
of ex cellenc e, capabil ity  and
potential of an indiv idual, which are
also affected by  lived ex periences,
indiv idual character, etc,”  Justice
Chandrac hud read out from the
judgment. In a s ignificant v ictory
for States such as Tamil Nadu, the
court confirmed their pow er to make
“special prov isions”  and prov ide
res erv ation in  educ ational
admiss ions, w hether in aided or
unaided ins ti tutions , and
gov ernm ent jobs  for the
adv ancement of “any  socially and
educationally  backw ard classes of
citizens or for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes” . Reading out
excerpts from the judgment, Justice
Chandrachud said the power of the
State gov ernments to prov ide
reserv ations under Article 15 (4) and
(5) of the Consti tution w as not an
“exception”  to Article 15 (1), w hich
enshrines the mandate that “ the
State shall not discriminate against

any  c itizen on grounds only  of
religion, race, caste, sex , place of
birth or any  of them”. The court held
that the pow er of the State
gov ernment to craft reserv ation for
the OBC amplified the principle of
“substantiv e equality ”  manifested
through Article 15 (1). Ex ams did
not reflect how  social, ec onomic
and c ul tural  adv antages  that
ac c rued to c er tain c las s es
contributed to their success in them,
the court noted. “Ex aminations are
not a prox y  for merit. Merit should
be socially  contex ualised and re-
conceptualised... Reservation is not
at odds w ith merit but furthers its
d is tributiv e im pact, ”  J us tic e
Chandrachud observ ed. The court
reasoned that material affluence of
certain indiv idual members  of a
socially  backw ard group or ‘creamy
layer’ could not be used against the
entire group to deny  it the benefits of
res erv ation. “ It may  be that
individual members of an identified
group w hich are being g iv en
reserv ation are not backw ard or
indiv iduals belonging to non-
identi fied group m ay  share
characteristics of a backward group
w ith members of an identified group.
The indiv idual difference may be a
result of priv ilege, fortune and
circumstances but it cannot be used
to negate the role of circumstances,”
the court ex plained. The court

further confirmed that there w as no
need for the Centre to have got the
prior consent of the Supreme Court
before introducing OBC quota in the
AIQ s eats under  N EET. The
peti tioners ,  s ev era l  N EET
aspirants, had argued that since the
top court had limited reserv ation to
50% in the Indi ra Saw hney
judgment, the gov ernment should
have first applied to the court before
tinkering w ith the quota calculations.
‘Pol ic y  decis ion ’ “ Prov iding
res erv ation to AIQ is a pol icy
decision that w ould not be subject
to  jud ic ia l rev iew ,”  the c ourt
undersc ored. T he c ourt a ls o
rejected the argument made by  the
petitioners that the Centre changed
the “ rules of the game midw ay ” ,
w ell into the middle of the NEET
admis s ion proc es s.  “ T he
gov ernment introduced OBC/EWS
quota before the counselling. Thus,
it cannot be said that the rules of the
gam e hav e been c hanged.
Reserv ation w ould be notified by
the counselling authority  before the
beginning of the couns el l ing
process. Therefore, the candidates
apply ing for NEET  PG are not
prov ided any  information on the
distribution of the seat matrix . Such
information is prov ided by  the
counselling authority  only  after the
counselling session is to begin,”  the
court reasoned. The judgment was

based on petitions filed by  doctors
in August 2021 against a July  29,
2021, notification issued by  the
Directorate Genera l of Health
Serv ic es of the M inistry  of Health
implem enting 27% and 10%
res erv ation for  OBC
and Econ o m i cal l y W eaker
Secti ons (EWS), res pectiv ely,
w hile filling up 15% undergraduate
and 50% postgraduate AIQ seats
under  N EET. T his part o f the
judgment c oncerning the OBC
quota prov ided in the July  29, 2021
notification is final. Questions on the
v alidity of the 10% quota for the EWS
would be heard finally  in the third week
of March. Meanw hile, on January  7,
the c ourt had a llow ed N EET
counselling for 2021-22 admissions
for  AIQ s eats to proc eed in
accordance with the July  29, 2021,
notification in order to solely  ensure
there is no “dislocation” in medical
admissions this year w hen the need
for  doctors is more due to the
pandemic. The ¹ 8 lakh gross
an nual  family income lim it
criterion for identify ing EWS, as
originally  notified by a January 2019
official  mem orandum  and
recommended for retention by the
government-appointed former Finance
Secretary  Ajay  Bhushan Pandey-led
Expert Committee on December 31,
2021, would be implemented for the
admission year 2021-2022.
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ten states in terms of activ e cases.
Fol low ing these obs erv ations,
Bhushan s aid that Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh are among the
“States of Concern”. “We hav e sent
Central health teams to these States

and are continuously  rev iew ing the
situation,”  he added. Comparing the
third wav e of Cov id-19 w ith the last
surge,  Bhushan said, “ In the last
surge of Covid-19, on 30 April 2021,
there w ere 3,86,452 new  c ases,
3,059 deaths, and ov er 31 lakh

activ e cases reported in India.”
Speaking about an alarming rise in
coronav irus infection cases, the
Union health secretary  asserted that
Europe has been contributing around
38% of the total Cov id-19 positiv e
cases across the country. “Asia is

show ing a sharp surge in g lobal
c ontr ibution from  7. 9% to
approx imately  18.4 per cent in four
w eeks , out of w hich Europe has
been c ontributing around 38%. A
sharp surge is also seen in Cov id-
19 cases in India,” Bhushan added.
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be termed as PASS or F AIL. As
per the official notice released by
the Board on October 14, the Board
has stated that after conduct of Term
I ex am, result in the form of marks
scored w ill be declared. No student
w i l l be p lac ed in  PASS,
Compartm ent or Essentia l repeat
category  after Term I ex ams.  The
final result for Class 10, 12 w ill be
released by  CBSE after  Term 2

ex aminations are ov er.  The Term
II ex am dates hav e not been
released by  the Board y et, but
CBSE has released CBSE Term
II Ex am 2022 sample papers. The
sample question papers hav e been
released for both Class 10 and
Class 12. T he papers  can be
dow nloaded through the official site
of C BSE Ac ademic  on
cbseacademic.nic.in. 
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its first advance estimate said gross
domes tic  product (GDP) is
ex pected to grow  at 9.2 per cent in
2021-22.  T he econom y  had
contrac ted 7.3 per cent in the
prev ious financial y ear. Speaking
to reporters, India Ratings’ Principal
Economis t and Director  Public
Finance Sunil Kumar Sinha said
the gov ernment and the RBI are
ex pec ted to support the grow th
recovery. He said the gov ernment
w ill not be in a hurry  to  mov e
towards fiscal consolidation, w hich
means there w ill be a signi ficant
amount of fiscal deficit ev en in the
2022-23 Budget,  essentially  to
suppor t grow th.  T he agenc y
ex pects the fiscal deficit to come in

at 5.8-6 per cent of GDP in 2022-
23. Sinha said as inflation trajectory
is on the higher side and economic
recov ery  is still fragile, RBI w ill
resist from raising policy rate in the
near future. The agency ex pects the
current account deficit in F Y23 to
w iden to 2.3 per cent of GDP.
Highlighting the risks to the ongoing
recov ery , it said NSO’s  adv ance
estimate for FY22 shows that priv ate
final  cons umption ex penditure
(PFCE), grew only  6.9 per cent y -
o-y  in  FY22, des pite a low  base
and sales data of many  consumer
durables  show ing robust grow th.
This indicates that the consumption
demand is still w eak and not broad-
based.  In fact, the slow dow n in

PFCE had begun ev en before the
COVID-19 pandemic had hit the
Indian economy, the report said. The
R BI’s  Consumer C onfidenc e
Surv ey  show s that consum er
sentiments, w hich had c ollapsed
May  2019 onw ards, hav e y et not
rec ov ered to the pre-C OVID
lev els. Wage grow th both in the
rural and urban areas is facing
significant headwinds and has been
declining since mid-2020.  More
importantly, real (inflation-adjusted)
w ages are indicating an erosion of
household’s purchasing power, the
agency  said. Another factor that has
impaired the consumption demand
lately  is an abrupt rise in the health
ex penditure of households. These

trends  may  be cy c lical in nature,
but the picture ev en at the structural
lev el is not healthy  for households,
it said. Households sav ings hav e
declined and their lev erage has gone
up signi fic antly  s ince FY12,
sugges ting that a large part of the
consumption demand in the past has
been financed through either reduced
sav ings and a higher debt or both,
the repor t sa id. T he agenc y
es tim ates inv estm ents,  as
measured by  gros s fix ed capital
formation (GFCF), to grow  8.7 per
cent y ear-on-y ear in F Y23. It
ex pec ts merchandise ex por ts to
grow  18.3 per cent year-on-y ear in
FY23 due to a fav ourable global trade
outlook.
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v accination to ch ildren in the age
group of 15-18 y ears old.

T he c ountry  began
v accinating children betw een the
ages of 15-18 y ears from January
3 after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made the announcement on
Dec em ber 25 las t y ear .
PromotedListen to the latest songs,

only  on JioSaav n.com N otably,
India may  begin inoculating children
in the age group of 12-14 y ears
against COVID-19 in March this
y ear, as per the statement giv en by
Dr NK Arora w ho is the Chairman
of the COVID-19 w orking group of
NTAGI.
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the figure w as 20,718 w hi le on
Friday  it w as 24,383.

Ac cording to gov ernment
data, the number of activ e cases in
the city  stands at 68,730, including
53,593 patients in home isolation.
The recov ery  rate stands at 94.64
per cent.

PromotedListen to the latest

songs, only  on JioSaav n.com
There w ere 57,290 Cov id

tests conducted in the last 24 hours,
marginal ly  low er than the day
before. Out of these, 43,447 w ere
RT-PCR tests w hile 13,843 w ere
antigen tests.

There are 40,756 containment
zones in the city.

Delhi Hits .   .. from... Page 01

in the business, priv ate print media
in the islands is finding it difficult to
get priv ate adv er tis em ents .
Adv ertisers are not w illing to pay
as  they  too are running short of
cas h due to s low  business. The
U T adm inis tration instead of
supporting the priv ate pr int media
is ac tually  harming their financial
in terest by  al low ing the Dai ly
Telegrams  to publ is h pr iv ate
adv ertisements. It is high time, the

administration should pass orders
stopping the publication of priv ate
adv ertis em ents  in  the Daily
Telegrams. Such a mov e w ill help
the priv ate print media earn some
rev enue to run their new spapers.
If no measure is taken by  the
administration on an immediate
basis, there is a apprehension that
some of the priv ate dalies m ay
be forc ed t o s hut dow n
permanently.
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Keep Alleged Rapist's Identity Secret Too: Journalist Tarun Tejpal
Journalist Tarun Tejpal today

moved the Supreme Court seeking
an in-camera hearing of the rape case
appeal after his plea w as rejected
by  the Bombay  High Court w here
he had argued that the identity of the
accused is just as important to protect
in his case. His plea w ill be heard
tomorrow  by  a bench comprising
Justice L Nagesw ara Rao and

Justice BR Gav ai.  On Nov ember
24 last y ear, the Bombay  HC had
rejected his plea seeking an in-
camera hearing of the proceedings
that challenge his acquittal in the 2013
rape case. Mr Tejpal had argued that
the identity  of the accused in an
appeal against the acquittal is equally
important to be protected like that of
the victim Tarun Tejpal, former editor-

in-chief of 'Tehelka' magazine, w as
accused of sex ually  assaulting his
w oman colleague in the lift of a fiv e-
star hotel in Goa in November 2013.
In May 2021, he w as acquitted by
a sess ions court in Goa. In the
acquittal v erdict, the judge had
commented ex tensiv ely  on the
w om an's behav iour and faulty
inv estigation in the case, to  grant

Mr Tejpal the benefit of the doubt.
The judge had said that the rape
v ictim did not behav e like one. At
the time of his acquittal,  The acquittal
w as  later chal lenged by  the
gov ernment of Goa in the Goa bench
of the Bom bay  HC .T he s tate
gov ernment had said that the court's
judgem ent w as "c oloured by
prejudice and patriarchy".
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

CAG Recruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other

Vacancies @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acanc ies

|Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022: In  this  article, w e hav e des cribed the Lates t Jobs of CAG

Recruitment 2022 details. New  Delhi has inv ites applications from eligible applicant for hiring
49+ v acancies. Post w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Interested and eligible applicant
should apply  through offline mode only. These 49+ v acancies w ill be allocated for the post of
Sr. Audit officer, Asst. Audit Officer, Sr. Account Officer. Before final submission of application
form, candidate must rev iew  their application form carefully. Selected candidate w ill get the
pay  m atrix  of lev el-8 & lev el-10.  The last date to apply  for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Officer (31.01.2022) and other post should be (21.01.2022).

Appointment w ill be based on deputation basis. The period of deputation can be ex tended
/ curtailed as per candidate performance. Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload the
CAG rec ruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment proc ess may  be based on
w ritten test/interv iew . Ex perience in relev ant field is eligible to apply. Candidates w ho satisfy
the below  condition may  send their filled application form a long w ith s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and v igilance certificate etc to reach
the giv en below  address. Read the below  table to get the details of location, post name and
organization name etc.

Details regarding CAG Sr. Audit offic er & other jobs like educational qualification, age

SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,

Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in
SSC CGL Ex am Notific ation 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Ex amination | Various

Vacancies | Last Date: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL Recru itment Notification @ ssc.n ic.in
SSC C GL Ex am Notification 2022: Staff Selec tion Commission (SSC) has released

Combined Graduate Level Ex amination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL ex am notification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I (Vol.-I)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C v acant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL ex ams w ill
be conducted to fill up the following posts such as Assistant Audit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant,  Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax  Assistant
& Other posts.  Online registration link is av ailable from  23.12.2021 at w w w .ss c.nic. in.
Candidates w ho w illing to w ork under Central Gov ernment may  apply  online for SSC CGL
ex am 2021 notification. The Last date to submit the online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor’s Degree holders can apply  for SSC CGL ex am 2021. Applicants must hav e
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL ex am consists of Tier I & Tier II (Computer Based
Ex am),  Tier III (Descriptiv e paper) & Tier  IV (CPT/ Data Entry  Speed Test). SSC CGL
notification 2021 & apply  online l ink for SSC recruitment are av ailable @ w w w . ssc.nic.in.
Aspirants need to pay  a fee v ia prescribed mode. CA/ C MA/ Degree in Law  is des irable
qualification to apply  for this SSC CGL recru itment. Selec ted candidates w ill be appointed
any w here in India. Indicativ e sy llabus & ex am scheme are mentioned in official notification.
More details of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 notification, sy llabus, ex am date, previous question
paper, admit card, answ er key, m erit list, s election lis t, results and upcoming SSC ex am
notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Fight Against Covid-19
Corona Virus

                  NOTICE 
 

 1, SHRI KALIPADA ROY, S/O- Late Pran Krishna Roy, R/O- Kishorinagar, 
Under Diglipur Tehsil, North & Middle Andaman District the recorded tenant of the 
Occupancy Right landed properties comprising in new Holding No- 37, bearing Sy. No-
21/1, measuring an area 1.92 hectors, classified as P-I & bearing Sy. No- 21/2, measuring 
an area 0.03 hectors, classified as House site & land bearing Sy. No.- 8, classified as 
Hilly, measuring an area of 1.7800 hectors, total measuring 3.7300 hectors, situated at 
Kishorinagar village, under Diglipur Tehsil, North & Middle Andaman 
 I, therefore through this notice inform the general public not to deal with in respect of 
the abovesaid land in any manner and inspite of this notice, if any person is dealing with the said 
property, then in that event the said person/s, shall have to bear the consequences at their own 
cost. 

KALIPADA ROY
Kishorinagar

 

Pak Drone With Drugs Taken Down By
Border Force In Punjab

Amritsar: BSF troops engaged the Pakistani drone by firing on it
and also illuminated the area by firing illumination bombs,

according to the border guarding force.
 The Border Security  Force (BSF) has

fo iled another attempt of smuggl ing of
contraband by  engaging a "fly ing object"
coming from Pakistan in Punjab's Amritsar
Sector and seized heroin ov er 7 kg dropped
by  it in the area.

The nefarious attem pt of anti-national
elements to smuggle contraband w as
thw arted by  the BSF  troops on the
interv ening n ight o f Wednes day  and
Thursday.

"On the interv ening night of 19/20th
January  2022, a lert BSF troops heard the
humm ing sound of a fly ing object coming
from Pakistan. Troops as per drill engaged
the object by  firing on it and also illuminated
the area by  firing i llumination bombs. As
per  Standard Operating Proc edure
(SOP ),  a l l  s is te r  agen c ies  w ere
informed, " sa id the BSF.  As the BSF

troops heard the sound of dropping from the
fly ing objec t,  the BSF  s aid,  the area w as
cordoned and sev en packets of s uspected
heroin w ere recov ered from the area dur ing
a search operation conducted in the morning.

T he gross  w eight of the heroin w as
approx imate ly  7.250 kg, sa id the BSF, a
border guarding forc e mandated to guard
3, 323 km  India-Pakistan border  as  w ell as
c urb il legal ac tiv i ties like s muggling of
contraband and F ake Indian Currency  Notes
(F IC N) am ong other ac tiv ities.

PromotedLis ten to the la test s ongs ,
only  on JioSaav n.c om

"Vigi lant BSF troops , despite  adv erse
c limatic condi tions,  onc e again foi led the
nefarious attempts  of anti -national elements
to s muggle c ontraband.  BSF is committed
in the fight against drugs, " the BSF  fur ther
said.
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OPEN SECRET

PM Modi To Host First India-Central Asia
Summit On January 27

New  Delhi, Jan 20 Prime
Minister Narendra Modi w ill host
the fi rs t Ind ia-Central  As i a
Summit in a v ir tua l form at on
January  27, the M inistry  of
Ex ternal Affai rs  announced
today. The summit w ill be held
w i th the par tic ipation of the

Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgy z
Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan, the MEA said in
a s tatement. This w i ll be the fi rst
engagement of its  kind betw een
India and the C entra l As ian
countries at the lev el of leaders, it
said. The fi rst India-Central Asia

Summit is  a reflec tion of India 's
grow ing engagement w ith the
Central Asian countries, w hich are
a part o f India ' s  "ex tended
neighbourhood",  the M EA said.
Pr ime Min ister N arendra Modi
paid a historic v isi t to all Central
As ian c ountr ies  in  2015.
Subsequently, there hav e been
ex c hanges  at h igh- lev els  at
bilateral and m ulti lateral forums.
The inception of the India-Central
As ia Dia logu e at F ore ign
Ministers' lev el, the third meeting
of w hich w as held in N ew  Delhi
from Dec ember 18-20, 2021, has
prov ided an impetus  to  India-
Central Asia relations,  the MEA
said. The partic ipation of the
sec retar ies of National Secur ity
Councils of Central Asian countries
in the Regional Security  Dialogue

on Afghanistan held in New Delhi
on Nov em ber 10, 2021 outlined
a common regional approach on
Afghanistan, it said.During the first
Ind ia-Central  Asia Sum mit, the
leaders are ex pected to discuss
steps to take forw ard India-
Central Asia relations to new er
heights, the MEA said. They  are
also ex pected to exchange v iew s
on regional and international
issues of interest, especially  the
ev olv ing regional  sec uri ty
situation. PromotedListen to the
lates t s ongs ,  only  on
JioSaav n.com The s ummit is
s y m bolic of the impor tanc e
attached by  the leaders of India
and the Central Asian countries
to a comprehensiv e and enduring
India-Central Asia partnership, the
statement said.

Both Omicron And Delta Variants Causing
Covid Surge: Kerala Health Minister

Kerala Health Minister Veena George also warned of
stringent action against those unleashing false

propaganda regarding the pandemic and
vaccination through social media platforms.

New  Delhi, Jan 20 Kerala
Health Minister Veena George has
cautioned people against the rapid
spread of COVID-19 in the state
during the third w ave and said both
Delta and Omicron v ariants of the
v irus are contributing to the ongoing
unprecedented surge in daily  cases.
Though its  sev eri ty  is lesser,
Omicron variant has the potential to
spread the disease 5-6 times more
than the Delta v ariant and so it
should not be tak en lightly. Ev ery
single person s hould adhere to
Cov id protocol str ictly  to keep the
pandem ic under c ontrol, she told
reporters. Ms George also w arned
of str ingent action against those
unleashing fals e propaganda
regard ing the pandem ic  and
v accination through social media
platforms.Stating that a section of
people are s preading lies  like
Omicron is a "natural v accine" and
so it w as not dangerous to contract
the in fec tion,  s he s aid s uc h
campaigns w ere baseless.

Whatev er be the v ariant, the
basic characteris tics of the nov el
coronav i rus w ere the s ame and
people should take ex tra c are to

keep the disease at bay, the minister
said. "Delta (variant) w as the reason
for more cases during the second
w av e. The third w av e happened
before it w as completely  ov er. Now ,
both Delta  and Om ic ron are
contributing to the surge in  Cov id
cases," Ms George said.

M ak ing i t c lear that the
infectiv ity  w as v ery  high these
day s,  she said compared to the
second w av e, fiv e percent more
cases were ex pected during the third

wave.
Stressing the need to follow

health protocols w ithout any  fail in
the pres ent circum stance, the
minister said v accination w as a
defenc e against the infection, so
ev ery one should take the jab at the
earliest.

U rging people to  av oid
unnecessary  hospital v isits, she
said aged people and those hav ing
co-morbidities s hould take more
care.  Rubbishing new s reports

stating that there w as scarc ity  of
essential medicines in the state, she
said the health department w as fully
prepared to tackle the situation and
the sl ight rus h w i tnes sed by
hospitals of late w as natural.

There are 3,107 ICU beds in
gov ernment hospi tals acros s the
state w hile 7,468 are there in priv ate
sector  health faci lities. There are
2,293 v entilator beds in gov ernment
hospitals and 2,432 in priv ate
hospitals, she added.

Deep In Snow, Soldiers Patrol J&K
Forward Areas, Check Infiltration

New  Delhi, Jan 20 Back-deep
into a tapestry  of heavy  snow , Indian
soldiers brave ex treme weather and
inhospitable ter rain to conduct
patrolling and keep a 'haw k's ey e'
on in filtrating terror ists ready  to
sneak into this side of the L ine of
Control (LoC) in the Poonch sector.
Sepoy  Surinder Singh (named
changed),  w alk s through deep
snow  daily to man the listening post
in forw ard area at a height of 7,000
feet along LoC in Poonch sector to
keep v ig il on the mov ement of
in filtrating terrorists cam ped in
launching pads across the border
ready  to sneak into this side, if they
get slightest opportunity  on the
surv eillance front.

"Snow fall or no snow --chilly
w inters or dangerous gorges--threat
of attacks - our morale is h igh to
keep round the clock vigilance along
LoC. We are not scared of such
situations and c ircumstanc es", a
soldier guarding a forw ard post
through his surv eillance equipment
te lls  the v is iting journal ists in
Poonch. The troops had to battle
w ith nefarious designs of cunning
enemy  troops and their snipers,
terrorists aw aiting for opportunity  to
sneek in,  and threat of a ttacks by
Pakistan's border action teams
(BATs ) on one s ide and ex treme
cold climatic conditions, inhospitable
terrains and deep gorges on their
side of the borderline with Pakistan.

Another soldier say s that they
hav e to fight snow , cold cl imatic

conditions and inhospitable terrains
during long range patrolling to guard
LoC.

"Visibility  in cloudy and snow
fall  c ondi tions along the LoC
becom es so poor  that w e c annot
see our  ow n jaw ans ev en at a
distance of some metres. At the
same tim e, w e hav e to protect
ourselv es from nefarious designs
of Pakistan '', he said.

Ahead of the w inter , army
prepares rope netw orks to forw ard
and hi lly  posts to patrol the LoC
w ith the help of these ropes, they
said adding that they are armed w ith
a new  set of rifles including Israel
made light machine guns 'Negev
NG-7' and high tech surv ei llance
equipment.

N G-7 SLR , w hic h in
automatic mode has a rate of fire of
over 600-700 rounds per minute and
w eighs ov er 8 k g, w as inducted
into Army  along LoC last y ear as it
can target up to one kilometer.

"Due to heav y  snow fall, w e
mov e and patrol LoC w ith the help
of the rope. It is put in place ahead
of w inters as a part of w inter
strategy," one Army  man said.

Another  soldier manning a
high-a ltitude post at Hajipur  bulge
say s that they  hav e now  Is reali
w eapons, w hich had replaced old
Indian INSAS r ifle.

"It is effectiv e w eapon. It is
an Isreali rifle. Its weight is 8.2 kgs.
It has  a one kilometer range. Its
cy cling fire rate is 600-800 rounds
per minute", he said.

The Indian Army  along w ith
fighting the enemy  has to secure
their ow n safety  in the changing
w eather conditions from time to time.

"The w eather conditions can
turn ex treme and thus bunkers hav e
been rev amped.  Now  arm y
personnel guarding the borderline
hav e graded its bunker to Fiber
Reinforced plastic (FRP) to sustain
temperature changes," an Army

personnel said.
"We come back from duty

guarding LoC and patrolling after six
hours in this FRP bunker.  We
instantly  feel  comfor table from
ex treme chil ly  w eather  as the
temperature is hot inside. We hav e
heating arrangements  as  w ell
inside", a soldier said.

He say s  inside it "w e feel
home like conditions".

Soldiers maintain that they  had
ov er 200 to 250 terrorists staged on
launching pads across  LoC  in
Nijapira area ready  to infiltrate into
this side.

"We k eep a c ontinuous
surv eillance on their mov ement
ac ros s  through h igh tec h
equipments," a army  man deployed
on a surv eillance, said.

Pakis tan tried to activ ate
border belt of tw in border districts of
Rajouri-Poonch in 2021 by  pushing
in m ore ter ror is ts to  engineer
terror ists incidents in the area but
the Indian Army  foiled those bids.

Situation in the past y ear in
Poonch-Rajouri sector has become
fragile follow ing series of encounters,
and killing of half-a-dozen terrorists
w hich has forced soldiers, officers
and commanding officers to remain
on their toes along the 225-km-long
LoC.

A soldier manning a LMG
post, bang on Zeroline in HP sub-
sector  pointed out in the dark and
said in a defiant tone, "We w ill not
be cow ed dow n."


