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punctuation
marks on paper
is easy but can
you put a full
stop to waste
thoughts?

COvID-19
status in isles

PortBlair, Jan 20: PortBlair,
Jan. 19: During the RT-PCR test
conducted on 124 passengersw ho
arivedherey eserday, 43posifve
cases have been detected.
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Prlvate media continues to face
financial hardship, time to stop
private advts in DT

Port Blair, Jan 20: Print
media in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands had regisered a
sharp dip in the adv ertisements
as well as circulation figures.
During this hard time w hen print
media in the islands suffered
heavy losses, nstead of coming
outin supportofthe private print
meda, he UT administraionhas
adopted double standards w hile
dealing with private printmedia
andthe official mouthpiece. While

The Daily Telegrams, the state
gazette is released full page
government enders and nofces on
aevery day basis, private print
media, particularly private dailies
are denied adv ertisements. In the
pastfew days, private media were
released only minimum government
adv erisements incomparison to The
Daiy Telegrams. As aresult of this,
exceptafew private dailies, most
ofthe private printmedia, suffering
revenue loss, have stopped their

publication. To add to the injuries,
the focus of the UT administration
was to support the official
moutpiece The Daily Telegrams’.
During the lockdow n period when
most of the private media were
struggling to survive, the official
media was given priority in every
aspect. Besides issuing press
releases on a regular basis, the
government mediaw as aksoissued
government tenders on a regular
basis. Here, the people of the

islands should know that the
official media does nothaveany
financial issue as itis run by the
govemment. The Daily Telegram
isa government

MP demands electric
connection for flood lights
placed at Guptapara Ground

Port Blair, Jan 20: The M ember of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, M. Kuldeep Rai Sharma today met the Director of Rural D evelopment
Mr: Vinay Kumar Jindal and requested him to provide electric connection to
the flood lights, which have been already installed in the playground of
Guptapara Village, infront of Humferygunj Police Station. He mentioned that a
large number of youths of nearby villages utilize the ground for sports and other

the staff salaries and other
expenditures incurred in
publishing this newspaper is
borne entirely by the gov ernment.
The situation of priv ate printmedia
has notimprov ed even after the
unbock period. Due b sbw down

See... Page 02

Supreme Court upholds validity of
OBC quota in NEET admissions

New Delhi, Jan 20i: The
Supreme Court on Thursday
pronounced ts decisionupholding
the constitiional validity of providing
27% quota to Other Backw ard
Classes (OBC)in NEET All India
Quota (AIQ) seats
for undergraduate and
postgraduate medical courses,
saying “reservation is notatodds
withmerit” A Benchled by Jusice
D.Y. Chandrachud observed that
‘meiit coud notbe narowed tothe

See... Page 02

CBSE Term | Results 2022: Know Class
10, 12 result declaratlon process

New Delhi, Jan 20: CBSE
Term 1 Results 2022is aw aited.
The resultwhen released by the
Central Board of Secondary
Education will be available on the
oficial sie of CBSE oncbse.gov.in.
Theresut for Class 10, 12 will dso
beavailable ater declarafon onthe
official site of CBSE results on
cbseresults.nic.in.

The Board has decided that the form of marks scored by the appeared for the examination wil

the Term Iresultwillbe released in

candidates andthat no sudentw ho

See...Page 02

India Ratings projects economy to
grow at 7.6% in FY23

New Delhi, Jan 20 India
Ratings andResearch on Thursday
sadthecountry's economy s ikely
fo grow at 7.6 per centyear-on-
yearin2022-23. The agency said
aftera gap oftwoyears, the Indian
economy will show a meaningful
exparsion, as therea GDP in2022-
23is expectedto be 9.1 percent

higher than that in 2019-20 (pre-
COVIDkvel). “However, the size
ofthe Indianeconomy in FY23will
be 10.2 per cent lower than the
FY23 GDP tend value. A continued
weaknessin private consumption
andinvestmentdemand is estimated
to contribute 43.4 per cent and 21
per cent, respectively, to this

shortall, the agency saidin a report.
Itsaid if the impactof Omicron on
thefourth quarter grow thturns outto
be greater thanits estimate, then
there could be some upside t02022-
23 grow th originating from the base
effect Earlier this month, the
National Statistical Office (NSO) in

See... Page 02

When Will Vaccination For Children
Under 15 Begin? What Centre Said

New Delhi, Jan 20 The Union
Health Ministry w ill decide about
COVID-19vaccination forchildren
less than 15 y ears ofage only afer
scientific evidence, said Rajesh
Bhushan, Health Secretary while
addressing a press briefing on
Thursday. 'From January 16,2021,
COVID-19 vaccination has been
started and rolled out based on
scientifc evidence and assumptions
of protecting the most vulnerable
people. So, as the scientific
evidence evolved, we will be
expanding the coverage of
vaccination. We wil akea decision
on the basis of scientific evidence
for below 15 years old children,"
MrBhushan said. Further, DrVK
Paul, Member (Health) Niti Aay og

exphined, "COVID-19 vaccination
for 12 years old is our next goal.
These decisions will only be aken
after scienfific information and
scientific decision. We are w orking
onitalso."

Earlier, the official sources
reported ANI that vaccination for
thoseunder 15y ears of age has not
beeny ettakenby the Union Health
Ministry.

TheCentrd govemmentalso
informed that 72 per cent of India's
adultpopulation is fully vaccinated
whereas around 52 per cent of
children in he 15-18years old age
group have been inoculated with
thefirstdose of COVID-19vaccine.
Mearw hile, the health oficials said
thatthe addlescents in he age group

of 15-18 years are actively
participating in the COVID-19
vaccination drive. On Monday,
Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya also said thatover 3.5
crore teenagers between the age
limitof 15to 18y ears hav ereceived
the first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine. "Amazing enthusiasm
among young India for COVID-19
vacciafon. Over3.5 crorechidren
between the 15-18 agegrouphave
received 1st dose of the COVID
vaccine since January 3.
Congratulations to all my young
friends w ho hav e got v accinated,”
the health minister tw ested.
Sofar, hdia has administered
3.45 crore first doses of COVID-19
See... Page 02

Third covid wave: Why is
India not seeing severe
iliness, deaths/ ICMR

chief explains

New Delhi, Jan 20: We have
been able to prevent severe
ilnesses anddeaths dueto Covid-
19 in he thirdwav e due to the high
vaccination coverage across the
county, said he centra govemment
onThursday.

It also informed that 94% of
India's adults have been
administered the first anti-Covid
dose. h the 15-18 years agegroup,
amund52%have received heirfirst
dose of the v accine.“Vaccines hav e
remainedbeneficial in India. Deaths
hav e considerably reduced due to
vaccinations. In this third surge of
Covid-19, we are currenﬂy nct

officials said that vaccination
coverage will be expanded for
those under 15 years of age based
on scientific evidence. “As
scientfic evidence evaves, wewil
be expanding the coverage of
vaccinafon. Wew il take adecision
onthe basis of scienific data,” said
Rajesh Bhushan, the Union health
secretary. Speaking about the
coronav ifus situation in the country,
the officials said that 11 states and
union territories have more than
50,000active Covid-19 casesand
515districts are reporting aw eekly
casepositivity ofoverfive percent.
In addmon to this, they informed

winessing
due b high vaccinafonuptake,” said
Dr Balram Bhargava, director-
general of ICMR, during a press
briefing. Further, government

, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Guijarat, Odisha, Delhi
and Rajasthan are among the top

See... Page 02

Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly inIsles

Port Blair, Jan 20: The
vaccination drive is continuing
smoothly in A&N Islands. As per
dataavailable, a total of 6, 02,225
benefciaries in he age group of 18

beneficiaries were vaccinated in
South Andaman District, out of
which, 108 benefciaries were in he
agegroup of 15-18 y ears w hile 63
bereficiarieswere in the age goup

and above have beenv
so far in A&N Islands. Similarly,
18,691 beneficiaries have been
vaccinated in he agegroupof 150
18 years against the target
bereficiaries 0f23,000. The number
of beneficiaries administered
precautionary dose of v accine so far
stoodat 3517. Atotal of 715 eligible
beneficiaries were vaccinated in
A8&N Islands yesterday. 585

of 18-44years. were
vaccmated in North & Middle
Andaman Distict, outofw hich, 29
bereficiaries w ere in the age group
of15-18y ears while 7 benéficiaries
were the age group of 1844y ears.

reci

Parli to provide

I activities on a daily basis and once the flood lights become
operational, youths of the region will be able to utilize the ground even in late
evening and night hours The Member of Parliament said that sports and other
related adivities are good means to keep youths of our Islands engaged in
constructive activities and will certainly save them from dmgs and other
addictions. The Director of Rural Development assured the Member of
to the flood lights as soon as

ry electric

possible and necessary directions were given immediately over phone by him.

IGNOU launches Master of Arts
(Urban Studies)

Port Blair, Jan 20: The
School of Extension and
Development Studies of Indira
GandhiNafona Open Universiy
(IGNOU) has launched a new
programme-Masterof Arts (Urban
Studies) (MAUS) programme
commencing fom January 2022
session. The MAUS pogramme
aims at promoting profess ional

developmentand capacity buiding
inthe area of Urban Dev elopment.
It is meant for any graduate and
others with higher quaification who
is presently employed ornoti.e. it
isforboth in-service and pre-service
persons; Functionaries of
Corporations, Municipalities and
Nagar Panchayats; Architects
(Bachelors and Master in

Architecure, Planning and related
Disciplines; Civil Engineers
Corporate  real  Estate
Professionals; Employ ees of the
Govt. Institutes /NGOs, Private
or Corporate Sectors Research
Organizations w orking in v arious
Urban Ptanning and Dev elopment
Sectors; Programme Officers,

See...Page 02

Rangalal Halder flags concerns of
MNGREGA employees

Port Blair, Jan 20: The
Andaman & Nicobar Territorial
Congress Commitiee President
Mr. Rangald Halder on Thursday
met with several MNGREGA
employees of North & Middle
Andaman and they highlighted
him about the non-pay ment of
salaries to Gram Rozgar
Sevaks, Programme Officers,
Technicd Assistan, Data Entry

Operators and Engineers from
around four months. Mr. Halderhas
urged the AGN Administration to
immediately release the pending
salaries of MNGREGA employ ees
underit's jurisdicion.

“The A8N Administrafon has
been withholding the salaries of
these employees for the last four
morths. Congress will sitonprotst
if the salaries are not released to

these employ ees immediately”
Mr. Halder said.

Ina statement, Mr. Halder
said that during the prevailing
COVID-19 pandemic, the
payment of salaries of
MNGREGA employ ees should
be prioritised over other
discretionary ex penses as they
areleftwithnochoice butto work

See... Page 02

DCC President interacts with
peoples of Bambooflat

Port Blair, Jan 20: The
villagers
Bambooflat Panchay at 02
poured out their problems and
issues withthe Distiict Congress
Committee President Mr. V.K
Abdul Aziz during a interaction
programme organised on

were
Nicobar District, out of which, 13
bereficiaries w ere in the age group
of 1518 y ears while 1 beneficiary
wasin the age group of 18-44y ears.

Delhi Hits 43 Deaths, Highest

Since June;

Cases 10%

Lower Than Yesterday

New Delhi, Jan 20 Delhi today
reported 43 Covid deaths, w hich is
thehighest number of deahs dueto
thevirdl infectionsince June 10 last
yearwhen 44 people had died. The
national capitallogged 12,306 new
Covid cases, whichis 10.72 per
centlow er han y esterday's number
(13,785). Thenumber of tolal Covid
cases inthe city is 17,60,272.

The positivity rate (the number
of cases detected per 100 tests)
droppedto 21.48per cent fom 23.8
per cent a day before. Totaldeaths
stand at 25,503. The death rate is
now 1.45 percent.

18,815 Covid patients were
discharged in the last24 hours, the

total number of discharged patients
is 16,66,039. The number of
inctions inthe national capitalhas
seen a marked decline over the
lastfew day s, exceptfor yesterday
when the capital saw a spike.

On Tuesday, the city
registered 11,684 cases, on
Monday, itwas 12,587 cases, on
Sunday twas 18,286, on Satrday

See... Page 02

Death condoled

PortBlair, Jan 20: The Barbar
Association have condoled the
sudden demise of Shri SPandian,
aged 67 yrs, R/o Chennai who
died on 19th Jan 2022, at
Chennai. May the almighty give

strength to the bereaved family
members to bear this irreparable
loss. The association has pray ed
for peace to the departed soul.
Inserted by L Vellasamy, V
Lelavelasamy R/o Delanipur.

night. Majority ofthe
villagers expressed their

problems to the DCC President Administration and get them President aboutthe isstes relaing

and urged him to use his good
office to convey itto the

resolv ed. The villagers and local
leaders brought tothe notice ofDCC

fo pending dev elopmentworks,

See... Page 02

Bairagi raises anganwadi related
issues with CS

Port Blair, Jan 20: Mr.
Ajoy Bairagi, State President,
Bharatiya Janata Party,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
has w ritten a letter to the C hief
Secrefary, Andaman and
Nicobar Administation informing
him of issues with the
Anganw adi Centres. Mr.
Bairagi in his letter has

mentioned that during his recent
visitto Swaraj Dweep the general
public raised the issue of
Anganwadi Centres and informed
thatthe Anganw adi Staffare not paid
on time and the children are also
not getting the nutritional
supplements and snacks from the
last six months. He further
menfoned thaton enquiry hecame

to know that the situation is
same in almost all the Islands
and also some Anganwadi
Centres are abouttoclose down
due to non-pay ment to private
owners. Mr. Ajoy Bairagi
mentioned that itis a matter of
concem and requested the Chief
Secretary to enquire on the
matter and resolv e iton priority.

CONVICTION UNDER POCSO ACT

PortBlair, Jan 20: A Special
Court (POCSO) in South
Andaman presided by the Honble
Special Judge (POCSO) Shri.
Raja Chatterjee, today on
20.01.2022senknceda 49 y ears
old man, a resident of Dhanikhari
Vilage, withthe life conv iction who
commited repeated rape upon his
own daughter in Special Case
No. 29 of 2019. Pronouncing the
orderon Thursday, Special Judge
(POCSO) of South Andaman
District observed that "father is
fortress and tustee of his daughter,
inthe instantcase, he said fither
by way ofbetrayingthe trustand

by taking undue advantage ofthe
frustreposed in him by the daughter
ravished the chastity ofhis daughter
andjeopardized her futire prospect.
The plight ofthe victim / survivor
and the shock suffered by her can
be well visualized. The victim girl/
surviv or with efflux oftime would
live the raumatic ex perience and
will always be haunted by the
memory of unfortunate incidents”
The case dated t025.04.2018 when
the victim girl made complaint that
shewas staying with her parents
and herfather onrepeated occasions
committed rape upon her and
whenever she used to miss her

periods, her father used to force
her b consume pils likew ise lasty
in the month of April 2018 once
again she conceived and was
given with pills to terminate
pregnancy butthe pills could not
work and she was taken to a
Private Hospital where it was
dekcted that she has half abortion,
thus the mateerw as reerred to G.B.
PartHospital and there she hasto
undergo MTP fr halfabortion. The
victim being frightened, thereafer,
gahered courageand rushed with
allpapers and narrated he atrocity
underwent by her to the then
See...Page 02
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US coin depicting Maya Angelou
was along time coming

It seems fitting that the first
quarter minted under the American
Women quarters programme to
commemorate notable women in US
history should feature Maya
Angelou, the globally loved writer, poet
and memoirist who died in 2014. In her
long and astonishingly creative life,
Angelou was many things. Apart from
building a prolific career in letters,
she had also been, at different times,
a singer, actor, dancer, composer,
journalist and teacher, as well as
Hollywood’s first black female director.
With the new commemorative quarter,
she’s also become the first black
woman to feature on a US coin. Many
Americans view the development as
one that has been a long time coming.
It was in the Obama era that the
proposal to put a black woman on US
currency was first mooted — the $20
bill, which currently features the

Amid Covid, No Foreign Head Of State As Chief

Guest This Republic Day

abolitionist
wayside during the

Biden, announced

will be revived
“speeded up”.
diverse

street names etc

what lay behind the
ago,

Bristol,
conservative
impulse, which

seventh US president, Andrew Jackson,
was to be redesigned to feature the
and political
Harriet Tubman. The project fell by the

although the current president,

the proposal for the Tubman $20 bill
and
The demand for more
representation
iconography as well as in public art,

women and people of colour —
been growing louder in the US and
elsewhere in the world.
the back of movements, such as Black
Lives Matter and #MeToo,

remake the world, not only in its
essence — through the politics of
empowerment — but also in its visual

iconography and symbolism. This was

when BLM protestors toppled a
slave trader’s statue into the sea at
UK. While there has been a
resistance

(mis)characterised as a part of “cancel

activist
Trump presidency,
Joe
last January that
the process
in official

especially of
has

It comes on

that seek to

scene, a few years

to this

is sometimes

culture”, the inclusion of Angelou on
official currency has elicited little
backlash. This is a welcome
development in a hopefully more
inclusive world.

private print media, . .. fiom... Page 01

inhe busiess, priv ate print media
inthe islands is finding it difficult to
get private advertisements.
Advertisers are not willing to pay
as they too are running short of
cashdue to slow business. The
UT administration instead of
supporting the private printmedia
is actually harming their financial
interest by allowing the Daily
Telegrams to publish priv ate
advertisements. Itis hightime, the

administration should pass orders
stopping the publication of private
advertisements in the Daily
Telegrams. Sucha mov e wil help
the priv ate print media earn some
revenue to run their new spapers.
If no measure is taken by the
administration on an immediate
basis, there is a apprehension that
some ofthe private dalies may
be forced to shut down
permanently.

Delhi Hits . .

the figure was 20,718 while on
Friday itwas 24,383.

According to government
dat, the numberofactive casesin
thecity stands at68,730, including
53,593 patients in home isolation.
The recovery rak stands at94.64
percent.

PromotedListen to the latest

Sfrom... Page 01

songs, only on JioSaavn.com

There were 57,290 Covid
tests conducted inthelast 24 hours,
marginally lower than the day
before. Outof these, 43,447 were
RT-PCR tests while 13,843 were
antigen tests.

Thereare 40,756 containment
zones in the city.

Under 15 . .

vaccination o children in the age
growp of 1518 yearsold.

The country began
vaccinating children betw een the
ages of 15-18 y ears from January
3 after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made the announcementon
December 25 last year.
PromotedListento the latestsongs,

from... Page 01

only on JioSaavn.com Notably,
Indiamay begin inoculating children
in the age group of 12-14 years
against COVID-19 in March this
year, as per hestaement givenby
DrNK Arorawhoiis the Chairman
ofthe COVID-19 working group of
NTAGI.

Supreme Court . ..

Imitof success in open competitive
exams. The meritofa personwas
asum total of “lived ex periences”
and his orherstugge b overcome
cuturd and sccial setbacks. “Merit
cannot be reduced to narrow
definitons ofperformance inanopen
competiive examination, which
only provides formal equality of
opporturifes. Current competencies
are assessed by competent
examinations butare notreflective
of excellence, capability and
poentid ofan individual, whichare
also afecied by lived experiences,
individual character, efc,” Justice
Chandrachud read out from the
judgment. Ina significantv ictory
for States such as Tamil Nadu, the
courtconfimedtheir pow er b make
“special provisions” and provide
reservation in educational
admissions, whether in aided or
unaided institutions, and
government jobs for the
advancementof“any sccially and
educatonally backward classes of
ciizens or br the Scheduled Castes

Sfrom... Page 01

any citizen on grounds only of
religion, race, caste, sex, place of
brthor any of them”. The courtheld
that the power of the State
govemmenttocraft reserv ation for
the OBC amplified the principle of
“substantiv e equality” manifested
through Article 15 (1). Exams did
not reflecthow social, economic
and cultural advantages that
accrued to certain classes
contrbuted totheir success in them,
the court noked. * Ex aminations are
nota proxy for merit. Meritshould
be socially contexualised and re-
conceptualised... Reservation is not
atodds with merit but furthers its
distributive impact,” Justice
Chandrachud observed. The court
reasonedthat material affuence of
certain individual members of a
socidly backw ardgroup or‘creamy
layer’ could not be used againstthe
enfre group to deny itthe benefits of
reservation. “It may be that
individual members of an idenified
group which are being given
reserv ation are not backward or

further confirmedthat therew as no
need for the Centre to have gotthe

based on petitions filed by doctors
in August 2021 againsta July 29,

prior the Supt ourt
bebre introducing OBC quota inthe
AlQ seats under NEET. The
petitioners, several NEET
aspirans, had argued hatsincethe
top courthad limited reserv ation to
50% in the Indira Sawhney
judgment, the government should
have first appliedto the court beore
tnkeringw it the quotacalulations.
‘Policy decision’ “Providing
reservation to AIQ is a policy
decision thatw ould notbe subject
fo judicial review,” the court
underscored. The court also
rejected theargument made by the
petitoners thatthe Centre changed
the “rules of the game midway”,
well into the middle of the NEET
admission process. “The
gov i OBC/EWS

2021, notification issued by the
Directorate General of Health
Services ofthe Ministry of Health
implementing 27% and 10%
reservation for OBC
and Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS), respectiv ely,
while filing up 15% undergraduate
and 50% postgraduate AIQ seats
under NEET.This part of the
judgment conceming the OBC
quota provided inthe July 29, 2021
nofficaion is final. Questions onthe
validity ofthe 10% quota for the EWS
woudbe heardfnally inthe thrd week
ofMarch. Meanw hile, onJanuary 7,
the court had allowed NEET
ingfor 2021-2; issk

Project Officers, Research
Investigators and Research
Assistants dealing with Urban
Planning and Development in
various hternational andNational
Organizations; Any graduate
interested to pursue carrierin Urban
Planning and Development. The
two years Master of Arts (Urban
Studies) (MAUS) is offered in
English Medium, Total Fees
Rs.14,400/- (each y ear -Rs.7200/
-). Any Bachelor's degree of
minimum three year durationfrom a
recognized Univ ersity is eligible for
MAUS programme. Online
Admissions for January 2022
session are open. Interested
students may directly click

There would be no foreign leader as the chief guest at the Republic Day
celebrations, but a day later Prime Minister Narendra Modi will host the first India-
Central Asia Summit in a virtual format on January 27.
Thisyear there willbe  tons. the first India-
no foreign head of state  "Thisyear there will not ~ Central Asia
orgovernment as the be a Foreign Head of Summitin avirtual
chief guest for the Stateor Head of Govern-  format on January
Republic Day event, mentas the chiefguest for 27,
sources said today. our Republic Day event,"  The summit will be
Amidthe COVID-19 asourcetold newsagency  beld with the
pandemic continuing and  Press Trust of India. participation of the
the cases rising, this There would beno presidents of
wouldbetbe second year  foreign leader as thechief Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
inarow whenthere guestatthe Republic Day ~ Republic,
would be no foreign celebrations,but a day Tajikistan,
leader asthe chiefguest at ater Prime Minister Turkmenistan and
the Republic Day celebra-  Narendra Modi willhost ~ Uzbekistan.
IGNOU. .. from... Page 01

the Admissions Link: https://
ignouadmission.samarth.edu.in/

or contact Dr. Nehal A
Farooque; email
id: nafarooquee(@ignou.ac.in contact
no: 011-29571664, Prof. B.K.
Pattanik, email
id: bkpatanak@ignou.ac.in contact
n0.:011-29571662, Dr.Grace Don
N emoching,
email jd:gdnemchng@ignou.ac.n,
contact no.011-29571669. The
Study Centre located in Port Blair-
0201 is activated to offer this
programme under Port Blair
Regional Cente of IGNOU. Dr. S.
Raja Rao, Senior Regional Director,
IGNOU, Regional Centre Port
Blar.

IGNOU. ..

for AIQ seats to proceed in
accordance with he Juy 29, 2021,

quota bebre the cownselling. Thus,
itcannotbe said thatthe rues ofthe
game have been changed.
Reservation would be notified by
the counselling authority before the

and Tribes”. Readi
excerpts from the judgment Justice
Chandrachud sad the power ofthe
State governments to provide
reserv afons under Article 15(4) and
(5) of the Constitution was notan
“exception” toArticle 15 (1), which
enshrines the mandate that “the
Stateshall not discriminate against

individuals bel to non-
identified group may share
characterisics ofa backward group
withmembers of anidentfied group.
The ndividud difference may be a
result of privilege, fortune and
crcumstances but i cannot be used
tonegate he roke of circumstances,”
the court explained. The court

beginning of the co Iling
process. Therefore, the candidates
applying for NEET PG are not
provided any information on the
distibution ofthe seatmatrix . Such
information is provided by the
counselling authority only after the
counselling session is tobegn,” the
courtreasoned. The judgment was

inorder to solely ensure
there is no “dislocation” in medcal
admissions this year w henthe need
for doctors is more due to the
pandemic. The ' 8 lakh gross
annual family income limit
criterion_for identifying EWS, as
orignally notfied by aJanuary 2019
official  memorandum  and
recommended for retention by the
govemmentappained brmer Finance
Secretary Alay Bhushan Pandey-led
Expert Commitee on December 31,

despite the risky scenario on the
ground. He also requested the
Administration to consider
regularizing the jobs of contractual
employees under MNGREGA in

Sfrom... Page 01
these Islands and to increase the
number of guaranteed days of
work from 100 to 200 with the
consent of Ministry of Rural
Development.

DcC. .

drinkingw ater supply, sanitation and
others pertaining to he w elfare and
developmentofthe village. Mr. V.K
Abdul Aziz has assured the villagers
to take up their issues with the
concemed authorily at the eariest.

from... Page 01
Mr. V.K Abdul Aziz was
accompanied by District Congress
Commitiee General Secretary Mr.
Abhibhushan Ghosh, Congress
leaders Mr. Sajid Shan and Mr.
Ravi.

POCSO ACT ..

2021, wouldbe i forthe
admissionyear 2021-2022.

Supreme Court . ..

tenstates in erms of active cases.
Following these observations,
Bhushan said that Maharashtra,
Karnataka, TamilNadu, Kerala, Dehi
and Uttar Pradesh are among the
“Stakes of Concern”. “Wehavesent
Centrd healthteams b these States

from... Page 01

andareconinuously reviewingthe
situafon,” he added. Comparing he
third wave of Covid-19 with e last
surge, Bhushan said, “In the last
surgeof Covid-19, on 30 Apiil 2021,
there were 3,86,452 new cases,
3,059 deaths, and over 31 lakh

active cases reported in India.”
Speaking aboutan alarming rise in
coronavirus infection cases, the
Urionhedthsecretary asserted that
Europe hasbeen around

showing a sharp surge in global
contribution from 7.9% to
approximately 18.4 per centinfour
weeks, outof w hich Europe has
been contributing around 38%. A

38% ofthe total Covid-19 positive
casesacross the country. “Asia is

sharpsurge is dso seen in Covid-
19cases in Inda,” Bhushanadded.

India Ratings . .

is frstadvance estmate said gross
domestic product (GDP) is
ex pected to grow at9.2per centin
2021-22. The economy had
contracted 7.3 per cent in the
previous financial y ear. Speaking
toreporters, Inda Ratings’ Principal
Economist and Director Public
Finance Sunil Kumar Sinha said
the government and the RBI are
expected to support the growth
recovery. He said thegov ernment
will not be in a hurry to move
towards fiscal consalidation, w hich
means there will be a significant
amountof fiscal deficiteven in the
2022-23 Budget, essentially to
support growth. The agency
ex pects te fiscal deficitto come in

from... Page 01

at5.8-6 per cent of GDP in 2022-
23. Sinha said as inflafon trajectory
is on the higherside and economic
recovery is still fragile, RBI will
resistfrom raisingpolicy rate inthe
nearfuture. Theagency ex pects he
current accountdeficit in F Y23 to
widen to 2.3 per cent of GDP.
Highlighting the risks tothe ongoing
recovery, itsaid NSO's advance
estimatefor FY22 shows hatpriv ate
final consumption expenditure
(PFCE), grew only 6.9 per centy-
o-y in FY22, despite a low base
and sales data of many consumer
durables show ing robust grow th.
This indicates that the

PFCE had begun even before the
COVID-19 pandemic had hit the
Indian economy, he reportsad. The
RBI's Consumer Confidence
Survey shows that consumer
sentiments, which had collapsed
May 2019 onwards, have yetnot
recovered to the pre-COVID
levels. Wage growth both in the
rural and urban areas is facing
signifcant headwinds and has been
declining since mid-2020. More
importantly, real (nflaton-adjusted)
wages areindicating an erosion of
househdd’s purchasing power, the
agency said. Anotherfactor that has

impaired the demand

is sillw eak and notbroad:
based. In fact, the slowdown in

lately is an in the health
expendture of households. These

frends may be cyclical in nature,
butthe picture ev en atthe stuctural

Pradhan of Humfry gunj. Thus the
casewas then registered against
the accused father and accused
mather. The mother w as bockedas
she failed to report about the
commission ofthe offence inspite of
having know ledge. The Humfry gunj
PS took up the investigation and
chargesheet was filed against
accused persons under relevant
section of IPC and POCSO Act.
The prosecution examined 12
witnesses and after full dress trial
the accused mother was acquitted
from he charges but the father has
been sentenced to undergo
i for fife for the off

Sfrom... Page 01

was further sentenced to suffer to
rigorous imprisonment for 10 y ears
with a fine ofRs. 10,000/- for the
offence punishable under Section
315 of IPC in default to suffer
rigorous imprisonment for 06
months. The victm who is now
under the care ofa Shelter Home is
being awarded a sum of Rs.
10,00, 000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs
only) as compensation w hichwill
be paid by the state within a period
of one month. The trial was
conducted by Ms. A.S.Zinu,
Special Public Prosecutor on behalf
ofthe State. Theinstant news item

levelis not healhy forhousehadds,
itsaid. Households savings have
declined andtheir lev erage has gone
up significantly since FY12,
sugges ting that a large part of the
consumption demandin the past has
beenfnanced hrough eitherreduced
savings and a higher debtor both,
the report said. The agency
estimates investments, as
measured by gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF), to grow 8.7 per
cent year-on-year in FY23. It
expects merchandise exports to
grow 18.3per centyear-on-y earin
FY23due toafav curable goba tade
outook.

Keep Alleged Rapist's Identity Secret Too: Journalist Tarun Tejpal

Journalist Tarun Tejpal today
moved he Supreme Courtseeking
anin-camera hearingofhe rape case
appeal after his plea was rejected
by the Bombay Hgh Courtw here
hehad argued hattheidentity ofthe
accusedis justasimportant to protect
inhis case. His plea will be heard
tomorrow by abench comprising
Justice L Nageswara Rao and

JusticeBR Gavai. OnNovember
24 last y ear, he Bombay HC had
rejected his plea seeking an in-

in-chiefof Tehelka' magazine, was
accused ofsexualy assaultinghis
woman colleague i the litofa five-

camera hearing of the p
thatchalenge his acquitalin he 2013
rapecase. MrTepd had arguedthat
the identity of the accused in an
apped againstthe acquitlis equaly
importantto be protectedlike that of
the victim Tarun Tejpal, brmereditor-

strhoklin inN ber 2013.
InMay 2021, hewas acquited by
a sessions court in Goa. In the
acquitial verdict, the judge had
commented extensively on the
woman's behaviour and faulty
investigation in the case, to grant

Mr Tejpal the benefit of the doubt.
The judge had said that the rape
victim did notbehave like one. At
the ime of his acquital, The acquitial
was later challenged by the
governmentof Goainthe Goabench
of the Bombay HC.The state
gov ernment had said that the courts
judgement was "coloured by
prejudiceand patiarchy".

punishable under Section 6 of
POCSOAct and was also liable to
pay fine ofRs. 2,00,000/- and he

isn with Section 23(2)
of POCSO Act w hich prohibits
publishing the identity ofthe victim
andher parents.

covip-19__ ..

yesterday, 8 flights with 538
passengers arrived, out of w hich,
431passengers w ere vaccinated
wit bath doses w hileRT-PCR st
was conducked on 102passengers
(1 foreign trav eler) and the reports
are awaited. During RAT
conducted on 35 passengers
bound forNorth & Midde Andaman
atFerrargunj, two positive cases
have been detected. AtMohanpura

from... Page 01
Bus Terminus, test w as conducted
on 37 passengers, one positive
case has been detected. At
Phoenix Bay Jetly, 12passengers
were tested with RAT and one
positive case has been detected.
At Helipad, 10 passengers w ere
tested with RAT and no positive
case has been detected.
yesterday, till 3 pm, 221 eligible
persons were vaccinated.

CBSE .

be termed as PASS or FAIL. As
per the official notice released by
theBoard onOctober 14, he Board
has stted that after conduct of Term
Iexam, resultinthe form ofmarks
scoredwillbe declared. Nostudent
will be placed in PASS,
Compartmentor Essential repeat
category afterTerm lexams. The
final result for Class 10, 12 will be
released by CBSE after Term 2

from... Page 01

examinationsare over. TheTerm
Il exam dates have not been
released by the Board yet, but
CBSE has released CBSE Term
IlExam 2022 sample papers. The
samplequesfonpapers have been
released for both Class 10 and
Class 12. The papers can be
dow nloadedthroughthe oficial site
of CBSE Academic on
cbseacademic.nic.in.
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The BorderSecurity Force (BSF)has
foiled another attempt of smuggling of
contraband by engaging a "flying object"
coming from Pakistan in Punjab's Amritsar
Secbrand seizedheroinover 7 kg dropped
by itin the area.

The nefarious attem pt of anti-national
elements to smuggle contraband w as
thwarted by the BSF troops on the
intervening night of Wednesday and
Thursday.

"On the intervening night of 19/20th
January 2022, alertBSF troops heard the
humming sound ofa flying objectcoming
from Pakistan. Troops as per drill engaged
the objectby firing onitand also iluminated

troops heard the sound ofdropping from the
flying object, the BSF said, the area was
cordoned and seven packets of suspected
heroinw ere recovered from the area during
asearch operation conducted in the morning.

The gross weight of the heroin was
approximately 7.250 kg, said the BSF, a
border guarding force mandated to guard
3,323 km India-Pakistan border as well as
curb illegal activities like smuggling of
contraband and F ake Indian Currency Notes
(FICN) among other activities.

PromotedListen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com

"VigilantBSF troops, despite adverse
cllmahc conditions, once again foiled the

the area by firingiill tion bombs. As
per Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP), all sister agencies were
informed," said the BSF. As the BSF

attempts of anti-national el
to smuggle contraband. BSF is committed
in the fight againstdrugs," the BSF further
said.

Pak Drone With Drugs Taken Down By

Border Force In Punjab

Amritsar: BSF troops engaged the Pakistani drone by firing on it
and alsoilluminated the area by firing illumination bombs,
according to the border guardlng force
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SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,
Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notific ation 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Examination | Various
Vacancies | LastDate: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL RecruitmentNofification @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notification 2022: Staff Selec tion Commission (SSC) has released
Combined Graduate Level Examination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL exam nofification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I(Vol.-l)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C vacant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL exams will
be conducted to fillup the following posts such as AssistantAudit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant, Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax Assistant
& Other posts. Online registration link is available from 23.12.2021 atw ww.ssc.nic.in.
Candidates who willing to work under Central Governmentmay apply online for SSC CGL
exam 2021 notification. The Lastdate to submitthe online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor's Degree holders can apply forSSC CGL exam 2021. Applicants musthave
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL exam consists of Tier 1& Tier Il (ComputerBased
Exam), Tier lll (Descriptive paper) & Tier IV (CPT/ Data Entry Speed Test). SSC CGL
notification 2021 & apply online link for SSC recruitmentare av ailable @ www . ssc.nic.in.
Aspirants needto pay a fee via prescribed mode. CA/ CMA/ Degree in Law is desirable
qualification to apply for this SSC CGL Selected will be app
anyw here inindia. Indicative sy llabus & exam scheme arementioned in official notification.
More detils of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 noffication, sy llabus, ex am date, previous quesion
paper, admitcard, answer key, meritlist, selection list, results and upcoming SSC exam
notices will be uploaded at oficial w ebsite.
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NOTICE

1, SHRI KALIPADA ROY, S/O- Late Pran Krishna Roy, R/O- Kishorinagar,
Under Diglipur Tehsil, North & Middle Andaman District the recorded tenant of the
Occupancy Right landed properties comprising in new Holding No- 37, bearing Sy. No-
21/1, measuring an area 1.92 hectors, classified as P-I & bearing Sy. No- 21/2, measuring
lan area 0.03 hectors, classified as House site & land bearing Sy. No.- 8, classified as
Hilly, measuring an area of 1.7800 hectors, total measuring 3.7300 hectors, situated at
Kishorinagar village, under Diglipur Tehsil, North & Middle Andaman

I, therefore through this notice inform the general public not to deal with in respect of
the abovesaid land in any manner and inspite of this notice, if any person is dealing with the said
property, then in that event the said person/s, shall have to bear the consequences at their own

KALIPADA ROY
Kishorinagar

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PcstHO vacanmes |Last
date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ org

CMRL Recruitment2021: Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
qualified and ex perienced | for the appointment to the postof General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM Manager DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernrment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may send thelrﬁlled appllcahcn form along with the s elf-atte sted
copies of certificates in support of ion, experience certi birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form will notbe considered for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitmentsite.

K.R.G. Kala1 l{aven School

BUNIYADABAD
Post Box No. 167,
Port Blair - 744 102

CAGRecruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other
Vacancies (@ cag.gov.in

CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acancies
[Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022: In this article, w e hav e described the LatestJobs of CAG
Recruitment 2022 details. New Delhi hasinvites applications from eligble applicant for hiring
49+ vacancies. Post wise vacancy details are givenbelow . Interested and eligible applicant
shouldapply throughoffine modeonly. These49+vacancieswill be allocated for the post of
Sr. Audt officer, Asst. AuditOfficer, Sr. Account Officer. Beforefinal submission of appication
form, candidate must review their application form carefully. Selected candidate will get the
pay matrix of level-8 & level-10. The last date to apply for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Ofﬁcer (31.01.2022) and other postshould be (21.01.2022).
willbe based is. The period of can be extended
/ i per candidate performance. Central gov job seekers may dow nload the
CAG recruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment process may be based on
writen test/interview . Ex perience in relev antfieldis eligible to apply. Candidates w ho saisfy
the below condition may send their filled application form along with s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and vigilance certificate etc to reach
the given below address. Read the below table to getthe details of location, post name and
organization name efc.
Details regarding CAG Sr. Auditofficer & other jobs like educational qualification, age
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PM Modi To Host First India-Central Asia

b

New Delhi, Jan 20 Prime
Ministr Narendra Modi wil host
the first India-Central Asia

Summitin a virtual format on
January 27, the Ministry of
External Affairs announced
today. The summit will be held
with the participation of the

Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgy z
Republic, Tajkistan, Tukkmenistan
and Uzbekistan, the MEA said in
astatement. This will be the first
engagement of its kind between
India and the Central Asian
countries at the level of leaders, it
said. The first India-Central Asia

Summit On January 27

Summitis a reflection of India's
growing engagement with the
Central Asiancountries, w hich are
a part of India's "extended
neighbourhood", the MEA said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
paida historic visitto all Central
Asian countries in 2015.
Subsequently, there have been
exchanges at high-levels at
bilateral and multilateral forums.
The inception of the India-Central
Asia Dialogue at Foreign
Ministers' level, the third meeing
of which was held inNew Delhi
from December 18-20, 2021, has
provided an impetus to India-
Central Asia relations, the MEA
said. The participation of the
secretaries of National Security
Councils of Central Asian counties
in the Regional Security Dialogue

on Afghanistan held in New Delhi
on November 10, 2021 outlined
acommon regional approach on
Afghanistan, itsaid.During the frst
India-Central Asia Summit, the
leaders are ex pected to discuss
steps to take forward India-
Central Asia relations to newer
heights, the MEA said. They are
alsoexpected b exchangeviews
on regional and international
issues of interest, especially the
evolving regional security
situation. PromotedListen to the
latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.com The summit is
symbolic of the importance
attached by the leaders of India
and the Central Asian countries
to acomprehensive and enduring
India-Central Asia parnership, the
statementsaid.

Deep In Snow, Soldiers Patrol J&K
Forward Areas, Check Infiltration

New Delhi, Jan 20Back-deep
intoa tapestry ofheavy snow, Indian
sadiers brave ex teme weaher and
inhospitable terrain to conduct
patrolling and keep a'hawk's ey e'
on infilrating terrorists ready to
sneak into this side of the Line of
Control (LoC) n the Poonch secbr.
Sepoy Surinder Singh (named
changed), walks through deep
snow daily tomanthe lisening post
infoward area ata height of7,000
feetalong LoC in Poonch sector to
keep vigil on the movement of
infiltrating terrorists camped in
launching pads across the border
ready to sneakintothis side, ifhey
get slightest opportunity on the
surveillance font.

"Snow fall or no snow--chilly
winters or dangerous gorges-+hreat
of attacks - our morale is high to
keeproundthe clock vigiancealong
LoC. We are not scared of such
situations and circumstances”, a
soldier guarding a forward post
through his surv eillance equipment
tells the visiting journalists in
Poonch. The troops had to battle
with nefarious designs of cunning
enemy froops and their snipers,
terrorists aw aitingfor opportunity to
sneek in, and threatof attacks by
Pakistan's border action teams
(BATs)) on one side and ex treme
cadclimaic conditions, nhospitable
terrains and deep gorges on their
side ofthe borderine with Pakistan.

Ancthersoldier say s hathey
have to fightsnow, cold climatic

conditions and inhospitable terrains
during long range patroling to guard
LoC.

"Visibily incloudy and snow
fall conditions along the LoC
becomes so poor that we cannot
see our own jawans even at a
distance of some metres. At the
same time, we have to protect
ourselves from nefarious designs
of Pakistan”, he said.

Ahead of the winter, army
prepares rope netw orks to forw ard
and hilly posts to patrol the LoC
withthe help ofthese ropes, they
saidaddng that hey are amedwith
anew set ofrifles including Israel
made lightmachine guns 'Negev
NG-7" and high tech surv eillance
equipment.

NG-7 SLR, which in
automatic mode has a rate of fre of
over600-700 ounds perminut and
weighs over8 kg, was inducted
intoArmy along LoC lastyearas it
can frgetup b one kilometer.

"Due to heavy snowfall, we
move and patrolLoC with the help
ofthe rope. Itis putin place ahead
of winters as a part of winter
strategy," one Army man said.

Another soldier manning a
high-altitude post atHajipur bulge
says that they have now Isreali
weapons, w hich had replaced old
Indian INSAS rifle.

"ttis effective weapon. Itis
an kreali rifle. fts weightis 8.2kgs.
Ithas a one kilometer range. Its
cy cling fire rate is 600-800 rounds
per minute", he said.

The Indian Army along with
fighting the enemy has to secure
their own safety in the changing
w eathercondifons fom tmetotime.

"The w eather conditions can
tunex reme and thus bunkers have
been revamped. Now army
personnel guarding the borderline
have graded its bunker to Fiber
Reinforced plastic (FRP) to sustain
temperature changes," an Army

personnel sad.

"We come back from duty
guarding LoC and patralling afersix
hours in this FRP bunker. We
instantly feel comfortable from
extreme chilly weather as the
temperature is hot inside. Wehave
heating arrangements as well
inside", a soldiersaid.

He says inside it "we feel
homelike conditions”.

Soldiers mantain hat they had

| over 200 to 250 terrorists stagedon

launching pads across LoC in
Nijapira area ready to infilrate into
this side.

"We keep a continuous
surveillance on their mov ement
across through high tech
equipments,” aarmy mandeployed
onasurveilance, said.

Pakistan tried to activate
border beit oftwinborder districts of
Rajouri-Poonch in 2021 by pushing
in more terrorists to engineer
terrorists incidents in the area but
the Indian Army foiled those bids.

Situation in the past year in
Poonch-Rajourisector has become
fragiefollow ing series of encounters,
and killing of half-a-dazen terrorists
whichhas forced soldiers, oficers
andcommanding officers to remain
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Both Omicron And Delta Variants Causing

Covid Surge: Kerala Health Minister
Kerala Health Minister Veena George also warned of
stringent action against those unleashing false
propaganda regarding the pandemic and
vaccination through social media platforms.

New Delhi, Jan 20 Kerala
Health Minister Veena George has
cautioned peopleagainst the rapid
spread of COVID-19 in the state
during the third w ave and said both
Delta and Omicron v ariants of the
virus are contributing b the ongaing
unprecedentedsurgein dally cases.
Though its severity is lesser,
Omicron varianthas he poentialto
spread the dsease 56 times more
than the Delta v ariant and so it
should notbe tak en lightly. Every
single person should adhere to
Covid protocol strictly to keep the
pandemic under control, she told
reporters. Ms George also warned
of stringent action against those
unleashing false propaganda
regarding the pandemic and
vaccination through social media
platforms. Stating that a section of
people are spreading lies like
Omicron is a "naturalvaccine" and
soitwas not fo contact

keepthe diseaseatbay, heminiser
said. "Delta(variant) w as he reason
for more cases during the second
wave. The third wave happened
beforeitw as completely over. Now,
both Delta and Omicron are

on heir toes along the 225-km-
LoC.

A soldier manning a LMG
post, bang on Zeroline in HP sub-
sector pointed outin the dark and
saidin a defianttone, "We will not
be cowed down."

the infection, she said such
campaigns were baseless.
Whatev er be the variant, the
basic characteris tics of the novel
coronavirus were the same and
people should take extra care to

fo the surge in Covid
cases," Ms George said.
Making it clear that the
infectivity was very high these
days, she said compared to the
secondwave, five percent more
cases were ex peced durng the hird

wave.

Stressing the need to follow
health protocols without any fail in
the present circumstance, the
minister said vaccination was a
defence against the infection, so
everyoneshould take the jab atthe
earlest.

Urging people to avoid
unnecessary hospital visits, she
saidagedpeople and those having
co-morbidities should take more
care. Rubbishing news reports

stating that there was scarcity of
essenfalmedcinesin hestak, she
sad he healh deparmentw as fuly
prepared to tackle the situation and
the slight rush withessed by
hosptals oflate was natural.
There are 3,107 ICU beds in
governmenthospitals across the
sthtewhie 7,468 arethere i private
sector health faciliies. There are
2,293 v ertilatorbeds in government
hospitals and 2,432 in private
hospitals, she added.
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