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Thought for today
If you are alone, you
have no value. But if
you are loving, sweet
and co-operative in

company, then you are
in invaluable.

See... Page 02See... Page 02

See... Page 06

Andaman and Nicobar Sengunthar Mahajana Sangam familyNew House opening at Calicut

S.No Description of violation of street vendor Fine Amount 
1 Vending without Certificate of Vending (CoV) /Vending at No 

vending Zone 
 

Rs. 2,000 /- 
2 Vending at different location ( Not as per the CoV issued) Rs. 1,500 /- 
3 Extension/additional space occupied in vending site by the Vendors Rs. 1,000 /- 
4 Vending with other persons/letting the space to others (other than 

his/her family members) 
Rs. 1,000 /- 

4 Not up-keeping public health and hygiene.   Rs. 500 /- 
5 Non-compliance of other  instructions of  the CoV/ instructions of 

Town Vending Committee 
 

Rs. 500 /- 

PBMC cautions street vendors to
adhere Street Vendors Act 2014

Failure to comply with instructions will attract penalty/fine & action
Port Bla ir , 26th Oct, 2021:  Wi th the

objective to streamline street v ending practice
in the Port B lai r ci ty, the Tow n Vending
Committee of Port Blair Municipal Council had
a meeting today  and decided to impose hefty
fine on defaulters.

The Tow n Vending Committee (TVC), Port

Bla ir Municipal Counci l has  informed the
registered street Vendors of Port Blair C ity  to
comply  w ith the prov isions contained under the
Street Vendors (Protection of Liv elihood and
Regulations  of Street Vending) Ac t, 2014 and
also to w arn the unauthorized street v endors at
N O VEN DING Z ONES and w i thout

possession of Certificate of Vending to refrain
from unauthorized v ending activ ity  in v iolation
the prov isions of the Street Vendors Act. In
order to comply  the Act in letter and spirit, the
follow ing penalty  / fine am ount for v arious
v iolations w ill be lev ied on the v iolating street
v endors in purv iew  of the Act.

For  any query,  one may contact Nodal  O fficer (TVC),  Office of the Town Vending Committee,  P BMC
at Reacon Children Park, Dairy Farm,  P ort Blair.

Port Bla ir, Oct 26: In  Diw ali
g i ft for  centra l  gov ernm ent
em ploy ees,  the Departm ent of
Ex penditure (DoE), Min istry  of
Finance,  has hiked the Dearness
Allow ance rate to 31 percent of the
basic pay  from 28 percent with effect
from July  1, 2021. In an order issued
on Monday , the Ministry  s aid that
the President is pleased to decide
that the Dearnes s Al low anc e
pay able to Central Gov ernment
employ ees shall be enhanced from
the ex isting rate of 28% to 31% of
the Basic Pay  w ith effect from 1st
July, 2021.

The Basic Pay  for calculation

Por t Bla i r,  Oc t 26:  The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Shri Kuldeep
Rai Sharma has requested the Chief
Secretary  of the UT Administration
to re-open Jolly Bouy  Island as also
open new  islands for promotion of
tourism in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. In a letter to  the C hief
Secretary, the Member of Parliament
said that the threat of COVID-19
infection is currently  minimum
acros s the country  and a large
number of touris ts hav e started
v isiting these islands.

He said that tour operators,
w ho suffered heav y  loss in the last
18 to 20 months due to COVID-19
lockdow n and restrictions, can now
see some ray  of hope for rev iv al of
tourism in these islands. Many  tour
operators hav e approached the MP
office and demanded re-opening of
Jolly Bouy  Islands, w hich has been

Re-open Jolly Bouy, open
other islands for tourists: MP

kept closed since the beginning of
the pandemic. Tourists v isiting these
islands hav e already  been facing
lot of restrictions in movement due
to the threat of crocodiles and other
restrictions and i f famous tourists
spots like Jolly  Bouy  are kept
closed, it w ill c ertainly  leav e a
negative impact on tourism and send
a w rong message about these
islands to the res t of the w orld, he
said.

Moreov er, stakeholders of
Andaman Tourism are demanding
for opening of s ome more tourist
spots for tourists  so that they  get
more options and Andam an gets
repeat tourists in the coming day s.
There is a grow ing demand to open
islands like Rutland and C inque

Island for tourism, Shri Sharma said
adding that if the administration re-
opens J ol ly  Bouy  and opens
islands like Rutland and C inque
Island for  tourism, the Tour ism
Industry also w ill be able to bounce
back soon from the present situation.

:: Gurudas  Bisw as ::
Por t B lai r , Oc t 26: In a

glorious day  in the history  of North
and Middle Andaman District, Shri
Sandipan Bepari, son of Shri Kala
C hand Bepar i ,  res ident of
Nimbudera, F ounder of ‘“KC B’
Ac ademic  Ex cellenc e Aw ard”

of DA as per the new  rate w ould
include the pay  draw n as per the
recommendation of the 7th Pay
Commission. It w ould not include
any  other ty pe of pay. The ‘Basic
Pay ’ in the rev is ed pay  structure

means the pay  draw n in  the
prescribed Lev el in the Pay  Matrix
as per 7th Pay  C om miss ion
recommendations accepted by the
Gov ernment, but does not include
any  other ty pe of pay  like special

pay, etc, Department of Ex penditure
said in the order.

The Ministry  further said that
the Dearness  Allow ance w il l
continue to be a distinct element of
remuneration and will not be treated
as pay w ithin the ambit of FR 9(21).
T he pay ment on acc ount of
Dearnes s Allow ance inv olv ing
fractions of 50 paise and above may
be rounded to the nex t higher rupee
and the fractions  of less than 50
paise may  be ignored. Apart from
Central Gov ernment Employ ees,
the rev ised DA rate w ill also apply
to the civ ilian employ ees paid from

Diwali gift for central govt. employees:
Rate of DA hikes to 31 percent

KCB Academic Excellence Award bestowed
to meritorious students of Basantipur

ins ti tu ted “ KC B Ac adem ic
Ex c el lence Aw ard 2021”  to
fe lici ta te m er itor ious  s tudents
Class  X and XII of Basantipur
Gram Panc hay at. The function
w as  organiz ed at Vegetable
Market of Nimbudera and w as
attended by  a huge gathering of

v i l lage rs  inc luding  form er
Pradha ns  of Bas an tipur ,
Harinagar  and Sw adesh Nagar
and form er Z i l la  Par is had
members. Parents, students and
teachers  of nearby  schools a lso
attended th e func tion.

Port Bla ir, Oct 26: As  a part
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Cadets
and PI Staff of 1(A&N) participated
in Clean India programme on 26
Oct 21 aimed at creating aw areness
on clean env ironment. As a part of

Cleanliness drive by NCC Cadets
at Prem Nagar, Junglighat

clean India programme, the cadets
undertook cleanliness drive at Prem
nagar complex  and Junglighat area
along w i th i t,  door  to door
campaign and collection of plastic
w aste w as done. The complete

campaign w as flagged and carried
out under  aegies  of C ol  A
Viv ekananda and PI Staff Hav
Shiv a, CpI JJ Fernandes and CpI
A Akthar. A total of 40 Cadets took
par t in the ev ent.

Port B lair, Oct 26: It is informed to the
general public that Prosanta Das, s/o Mr Babul
Das, 21 y rs,  resident of RK Gram, Diglipur,
presently  stay ing at ITI hostel, Dolly gunj went
missing on 03-09-2021 in Port Blair. He is of
170 cms in height, fair complex ion, hair black
and long face. We w as last seen w earing a
nav y  b lue color T-shirt w ith red prin ts and
black color formal pant and half heart shaped
locket w ith chain in his neck. The general
public hav e been requested to pass on any
information regarding the abov e mentioned
missing person to phone 100, 03192-250525,
9434280100.

21 yr old missing, people
urged to share information

Port Blair,  26th Oct, 2021:
Cov id-19 is more likely  to  cause
rare neurologic a l  c ondi tions
than vaccines, according to a study
publis hed in the Nature Medicine
journal.

T he s tudy , led by  the
University of Ox ford, analy sed the
health records of 32 million people
in England to identify  the risks of
dev eloping rare brain conditions
before and after testing positiv e for
Covid, or receiv ing the first dose of
either the Ox ford-AstraZeneca Plc
or Pfizer Inc.-BioNTech SE jabs.

The researchers compared
how  often neuro logic a l

Por t B la i r , Oc t 26:  An
aw areness generation programme
on “ Mens trual  Hy giene”  w as
conducted by  PBMC for Women
SHGs formed under DAY-NULM
at Dr BR Ambedkar Auditorium on
Tuesday  in collaboration w i th

Awareness prog. on menstrual hygiene
for Women SHG members by PBMC

ANIIMS. The inauguration session
w as  addres sed by  the Jo int
Secretary,  PBM C, Shri  Anand
Vardhan Mishra.

Dr  Am r i ta  Burm a,  M D,
Community  Medicine and ex pert
in the subject, highlighted v arious

as pec ts and iss ues  re lated to
menstrual hy giene.  Participants
attended the programm e w i th
enthusiasm and got many queries
and doubts cleared by  the ex perts.
T he ev ent w itnes s ed huge
response from members belonging
to different SHGs  w ithin municipal
area. A memento to the ex pert from
ANIIMS w as presented by  Jo int
Sec retary, PBMC as a token of
appreciation.

Shri Muthu Kumar, Project
Officer , PBM C w elcomed the
gathering.  Ms.Sweta Burma, City
M iss ion Manager (Sk i ll  &
Liv el ihoods ) ,  C ity  M iss ion
Management Unit, DAY-NU LM,
PBMC proposed the v ote of thanks. See... Page 02

Covid-19 poses bigger risk
of rare brain conditions than

vaccines, says study
compl ications  oc curred in s et
w indow s  of tim e.  Whi le
the v accines were found to result
in  an inc rease of neurologic al
complications, like Bell’s palsy  and
Guillain-Barré syndrome, the study
found that contrac ting Cov id
presented an even bigger risk.

R are c as es  of suc h
complications led many  countries
to res trict the use of the Ox ford-
AstraZeneca v accine to older age
groups.

We found different risks for
di fferent ty pes of neuro logic al
condition, depending on w hich

MV Chuglam to
sail for C/Bay
via Nancowry

on Nov 1
Port Blair, Oct 26: Cargo

vessel, MV Chuglam, will sail
fo r Ca m p b ell Ba y via
Nancowry on Nov 1, 2021 at 5
p m from  Had d o/Ch atha m
Wharf a nd will sail for Port
B la ir im m edia tely  after
discharging/loading of cargo
at respective ports. Booking of
carg o fo r th e sailin g will
commen ce from 27.1 0.2021
(Wed) between  090 0 Hrs to
1300 Hrs at Commercial Wing.
All the  consigners ha ve been
advised to book actual quantity
of cargo to be transshipped, as
n o  excess ca rg o  will  b e
allowed.

Port Blair, Oct 26: In order to
c arry  out prev entiv e routine
maintenanc e w ork  on board,
v ehicle ferry v essel MV Pillopanja
operating betw een Middle Strait and
Baratang w ill be w ithdraw n from
s erv ic e for  04 day s  w .e. f.
27.10.2021 onw ards. How ev er, in
absence of MV Pilopanja, the
v ehicle ferry  v es sel MV Austin-III
presently  prov iding s erv ices
betw een Uttara and Gandhighat will
be shifted to prov ide s erv ices
betw een Middle Stra i t and
Baratang.  

Due to s hifting of MV Austin-
See... Page 02

Preventive
maintenance of
MV Pillopanja
and MV Mus
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EDITORIAL
India’s business world

First they came for a Tanishq ad — and the mighty Tata
empire did not stand up to a communal campaign against an
image of an inter-faith home. A year later, the mob has trained
its outrage on Fabindia, for advertising a festive collection
that it called Jashn-e-Riwaaz. The public display of bigotry
was endorsed by BJP MP from Bengaluru, Tejasvi Surya,
who accused the clothing brand of “Abrahamising” the Hindu
festival of Diwali, and warned it of “economic costs”. Other
self-styled defenders of Hinduism plunged into this ridiculous
battle by doing a close reading of the foreheads of the models
in the ad — and rejecting them because they did not wear
bindis. Instead of shrugging off this absurd campaign, Fabindia
has withdrawn the ad.

That Hinduism and Hindus need to be defended against
a phrase in Urdu — a language born in the north Indian
heart land,  one of 22 scheduled languages lis ted in the
Constitution, spoken and written by freedom fighters  and
poets, lovers and lyricists, a strand entwined in the DNA of
this diverse country — is a laughable proposition. But it gathers
menace in the hands of an indignant mob that tweets first,
thinks later. It becomes dangerous when hate and bigotry
are so easily amplified by social media — and when the right
to take offence is licensed by politicians who, it appears, wish
only to speak the language of polarisation and divisiveness.
And so, a mob of trolls, intent on torching the shared ritual
and common ground of diversity, grows into a vigilante force.

True, such intolerance feeds on the complicit y of
politicians such as Surya and the dispiriting lack of trust in the
state to defend the citizen or the businessman. But it is also
emboldened by the silence of the biggest names of India Inc,
who have enormous resources to defend themselves. Their
reticence will not buy them a reprieve — it will not protect the
bottom line nor prevent a campaign of calumny, as the recent
tarring of Infosys as “anti-national” or the labelling of Fabindia,
as stolid an example of indigenous “Make in India” enterprise
as any, as “anti-Hindu” reveal. It is time for corporate India as
a whole, and not just individual businesses, to look hard at
the balance sheet of such capitulation, to realise that the
mob will not stop at one ad. By deleting “Jashn-e-Riwaaz” —
Urdu for a “fest ival of t radit ion” — or scrapping an ad
campaign in the hope of muting the mob, it shrinks the space
for both freedom and enterprise. And paves the way for
another salvo from the bullies of new India.
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MAJORITY IN US CONCERNED ABOUT CLIMATE: SURVEY
President Joe Biden heads to a

v ital UN climate summit at a time
w hen a majority  of Americans regard
the deteriorating climate as a problem
of high importance to them, an increase
from just a few  y ears ago.

About 6 out of 10 Americans also
believe that the pace of global warming
is speeding up, according to a new
surv ey  from The Associated Press-
NORC  C enter for Publ ic  Affai rs
Res earch and the Energy  Pol icy
Institute at the Univ ersity  of Chicago.

As  Biden struggles to pass
significant climate legislation at home
ahead of nex t w eek's UN cl imate
summit, the new  AP-NORC /EPIC
poll a lso show s that 55 perc ent of
Americans w ant Congress to pass a
bill to ensure that more of the nation's
electrici ty  comes from clean energy
and less from climate-damaging coal
and natural gas.

Only  16 percent of Am ericans
oppose such a measure for electricity
from cleaner energy. A similar measure
initially  w as one of the most important
parts of climate leg islation that Biden
has before Congress. But Biden's
proposal to rew ard utilities w ith clean
energy  sources and penalize those
w ithout ran into objections from a coal-
state senator, Democrat Joe Manchin
of Wes t Vi rg in ia , leav ing fe llow
Democrats scrambling to come up w ith
other w ay s to slash pollution from
burning fossil fuels.

For s ome of the Amer icans

w atching, it's an ex asperating delay
in dealing w ith an urgent problem.

If y ou follow  science, the signs
are here, sa id N ancy  R ei lly,  a
Democrat in Missouri w ho's retired
after 40 y ears as a retail manager, and
w orries for her children as the climate
deteriorates. It's  already  here. And
w hat w as the first thing they  start
w atering dow n to get this bill through?
Climate change.

It's just maddening, Reilly  said. I
understand w hy, I do I get the politics
of it. I'm  sick of the politics of it."

After President Donald Trump
pulled the United States out of the Paris
c l im ate ac c ord, the Biden
administration hoped to help negotiate
major emissions cuts globally  to slow
the rise of temperatures. But it's unclear
w hether Biden w ill be able to get any
significant climate legislation through
Congress before the UN summit starts
Sunday.

In all , 59 percent of Amer icans
said the Earth's w arming is v ery  or
ex trem ely  important to them  as an
issue, up from 49 percent in 2018. Fifty -
four  percent of Americans  c ited
scientists' v oices  as hav ing a large
amount of influence on their  v iew s
about climate change, and nearly  as
many, 51 percent,  said their  v iew s
w ere influenced by  recent ex treme
w eather ev ents like hurricanes, deadly
heat spells, w ildfires and other natural
disasters around the w orld.

Ov er the last 60 y ears, the

pollution pumped out by  gasoline and
diesel engines, pow er plants and other
sources has changed the climate and
w armed the Earth by  1.7 degrees
Fahrenhei t, making the ex tremes of
w eather more ex treme.

In east Tennessee's Sm oky
Mountains, leaf-peeper w ebsites this
y ear are adv ising fa ll foliage tourists
that leav es are taking day s longer
than normal to turn from green to fiery
orange and red. It's not ev idence of
climate change as a one-off instance,
but typical of the changes Americans
are seeing as the Earth heats up.

N ormally  y ou get the four
seasons, fall, spring, and w inter, and
it goes in that w ay. But lately, it's not
been that," sa id Jeremy  Wilson, a
42-y ear-old w ho v otes independent
and w orks the grounds  at a
scenic chairlift park that runs
people up to the top of the
Smoky  Mountains. It's been
either w ay  hotter , or w ay
colder.

Seventy -fiv e percent of
Amer icans believ e that
climate change is happening,
w hile 10 percent believ e that
it is not,  the pol l found.
Another  15 perc ent are
unsure.

Among those w ho say
it is happening, 54 perc ent
say  that i t's caused mostly
or  enti re ly  by  hum an
activ ities compared to just 14

perc ent w ho th ink inc orrec tly ,
scientists say  that it's caused mainly
by natural changes in the env ironment.
Another  32 percent of Am eric ans
believ e it's a mix  of human and natural
factors.

And w hile Democrats are more
likely  than Republicans to say  climate
change is happening, majorities of both
par ties agree that it is . That breaks
dow n to 89 percent of Democrats and
and 57 percent of Republicans.

The poll also gauged Americans'
w illingness to pay  for the cost of cutting
climate-wrecking pollution as w ell as
mitigating its consequences.

Fifty -tw o percent said they w ould
suppor t a $1 a month carbon fee on
their energy bill to fight climate change,
but s uppor t dw indles as the fee

increases.
I w ould say, like 5, 10 dollars, as

long as it's really  being used for w hat it
should be, said Kry stal Chiv ington, a
46-y ear-old Republican in Delaw are
w ho credits her 17-y ear-old daughter
for reviv ing her ow n passion for fighting
climate change and pollution.

It's not ordinary  consumers w ho
should bear the brunt of pay ing to stav e
off the w ors t scenarios of clim ate
change, said Mark Sembach, a 59-year-
old Montana Democrat w ho w orks in
environmental remediation.

"I think it needs to fall a great deal
on responsible corporations that's and
unfortunately  ... most corporations aren't
responsible," Sembach said. And I think
there needs to be a lot of pushback as
to w ho ultimately  pay s for that.

AATO delegation meets
Deputy Commissioner

of South Andaman
Port Blair, Oct 26: A delegation of Andaman Association Of Tour

Operators led by  it’s President Shri M.Vinod along w ith Shri PS
Vijay an,Org.Secrertary  and Shri Viv ek Singh ,Vice -President met
Shri Suneel Anchipaka , DC South Andaman at his office and discussed
v arious tourism related issues and requested DC sir to consider the
issues raised by  Aato. The major request made w as To prov ide one
separate conv oy  in the morning for tourists v isiting Baratang. To
prov ide bigger boats like Coral Queen  for Swaraj Dw eep seeing the
increase in arriv al of guests. To prov ide additional ferry  serv ice for
Shaheed Dw eep islands. Shri Suneel Anchipaka ,DC South Andaman
listened to the issues raised by  Aato and has assured to look into the
same. The President, AATO ex pressed his gratitude tow ards Shri
Suneel Anchipaka, DC, South Andaman for all his support tow ards
tourism industry  and meeting the delegation of AATO amidst his busy
schedule.

Preventive maintenance.. from... Page 01
III, there w ould be only  v ehic le
ferry  v essel MVF Kadamtala to
c ar ter the s erv ic es  betw een
Uttara and Gandhighat, during the
abov e period. S im ilarly,  M V
Mus, operating betw een Chatham
and  Bam b oofla t  w i l l  be

w ithdraw n from serv ices for  tw o
day s w ith effect from 27.10.2021
for undertaking urgent repai r.
Norm al v ehicle  ferry  operation
at these routes w i ll be restored
on resumption of thes e v ehic le
ferry  v ess els.

KCB Academic Excellence.. from... Page 01
The Principal, SSS Swadeshnagar,
Mr Suresh Mazumder, w as the chief
gues t of the programme. Cash

awards, trophy  and certificates w ere
distributed to the meritorious students
on the occasion.

Diwali gift for central.. from... Page 01
the Defence Serv ices Estimates
and the ex penditure w il l  be
chargeable to the relev ant head of
the Defence Serv ices Estim ates.
Separate orders w ill be issued by

the Min is try  of Defence and
Minis try  of Rai lw ay s for Armed
Forces personnel and Railw ay
employ ees respectiv ely, the order
said.

Covid-19 poses .. from... Page 01
v accine people receiv ed,”  said
Martina Patone, co-author of the
study . “How ev er , these w ere
substantially  low er than the risks
occurring in  association w i th a
positiv e Cov id-19 PCR test.”

There w ere, however, several
l im i ta tions to the s tudy.  For
example, only risks associated w ith
the fi rs t dos e of ei ther  the
AstraZeneca or Pfizer-BioNTech

v accines w ere ex amined as data
from second doses w ere limited at
the time of the study.

“The Cov id-19 v accines are
v ery  effectiv e at reducing risks of
sev ere outcomes from C ov id-19
infection,”  said study co-author Julia
Hippisley -Cox . U. K.  regulators
added Guillain-Barré sy ndrome to
the list of rare side effects from the
Astra v accine last week.

CONDOLENCE
Shri. V K Abdul Aziz, Social
Worker Brindraban
expressed deep sadness at
the passing away of
Shri VISHAL ANAND

 Junior Engineer, APWD
S/o Late Virjanand , Resident
of Middle Point, Port Blair
breathed his last today (26/
10/2021) at 0700 Pm G B Pant, Hospital.

May his soul rest in peace.

Vaccination drive
continuing

smoothly in isles
Port B la i r ,  Oct 26:

The v accination driv e is continuing
smooth ly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 4, 82,235
beneficiaries have been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiar ies of 2, 81, 603
(approx .). A total of 1,72,535 eligible
people in the age group of 18 to 44
y ears hav e been v accinated till
dated 25-10-2021.  A total o f 2433
people w ere v accinated y esterday
in A&N Islands. Meanw hile, 1580
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Dis trict, out of
w hich 122 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 y ears. Similarly,
574 beneficiaries w ere v accinated
in North & Middle Andaman District
out of w hich 25 beneficiaries w ere
in the age group of 18-44. 279
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
Nicobar District out of w hich 4
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44.

Port Blair, Oct 26: UK oil and
gas independent Harbour Energy
w ill require platform supply  vessels
(PSVs ) to  suppor t its  dri ll ing
campaign offs hore Indonesia.
Harbour c ompany, Premier Oil
Andam an,  has  launc hed a
prequali fication process  for the
prov ision of two Indonesian-flagged
PSVs for  i ts planned dr i ll ing
operations in the Andaman II block.

The v essels should hav e a

minimum 900 sq m deck area, DP2
capability, and not be older than 10
y ears. Prequalification documents
should be submitted by  Nov ember
1. T he estimated c ontrac t
commencement date is February -
April 2022.  The drilling campaign is
ex pected to begin in the first quarter
of 2022. Premier Oil Andaman has
aw arded a contract to Aquadrill and
a s ubsid iary  of Vantage for
the Capella managed  pressure

dr il l ing (MPD)
equipped drillship
for a tw o-w el l
contract plus tw o
optional w ells. The
r ig w i l l be
c ontrac ted to
Prem ier  Oi l
Andaman for one
w el l  and
subcontracted to
Repsol Andaman
for a second w ell. 

Harbour Energy seeks
PSV pair in Indonesia

The Congress, on Tuesday,
said i t w ill undertake a m assiv e
nation-w ide membership drive from
Nov ember 1 and w ill also fight an
"ideologica l battle" agains t the
"subjugation of democracy " through
training programmes.

The party  made the assertions
after a special m eeting of general
s ecretar ies,  in-c harges  and
Pradesh Congres s presidents
w hich w as presided ov er by  party
president Sonia Gandhi.

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi w as also present at
the meeting and participated in the
deliberations. Addressing a press
conferenc e after  the meeting,
Congress' chief spokes pers on
Randeep Surjew ala said it has been
resolved by  the party  to undertake
a massiv e membership driv e from
Nov ember 1, 2021 till Marc h 31,
2022. He said it w as unanimously
agreed that the Congress w ould

reach out to ev ery  nook and corner,
ev ery  w ard and v illage across the
country  and offer Indians in the

remotest parts, a platform for their
aspirations. Special emphasis w as
laid on enrolling first time v oters as
members of the Indian National
Congress. Surjew ala said the party
w ill also undertake an ideological
training programm e to counter the

"sy stematic attack unleashed by  the
BJ P/R SS not only  on the
Congress ideology  but on the core

fundamentals of justice, equality
and affirmative action enshrined
in the Constitution".

"The meeting ex pressed
concern ov er the sy s tematic
subjugation of democracy  by
unconstitu tional  means  and
v i r tua l ly  ho ld ing ev ery
institution captiv e to the whims
and caprices of the ruling elite."

He s aid the party  has
decided to fight an "ideological
battle" against the "subjugation
of democracy " through training
programmes.
The Congress w i ll hold a

massiv e agitation on inflation called
' J an J agran Abhiy an '  from
Nov ember 14-29, Surjew ala said,
adding that this w ill be the first phase
and an announcement about the
nex t phase w ill be made later.

Congress to undertake massive
membership drive from November 1

Iran gas stations suffer mass outage
after suspected cyberattack

Gas stations  across  Iran on T uesday
suffered through a w idespread outage of a
gov ernment system governing fuel subsidies,
s topping s ales  in  an inc ident that one
semioffic ial  new s agency  referred to as  a
cy berattack.

An Iranian state te lev is ion acc ount
online s hared images of long l ines  of cars
w aiting to fill  up in Tehran. An Assoc iated
Press journal ist als o saw  l ines  of cars at a
Tehran gas s tation,  w ith the pumps off and

the station closed.
The semiofficial ISNA new s  agency,

w hich called the incident a cyberattack, said it
s aw  those try ing to  buy  fuel  w i th  a
government-issued card through the machines
instead receiv e a message reading cy berattack
64411. Most Iranians rely  on those subsidies to
fuel their v ehicles, particularly  amid the country's
ec onomic problems.   While  ISNA didn 't
acknow ledge the number's significance, that
number is associated w ith a hotline run through

the office of Iran's Supreme Leader Ay atollah
Ali Khamenei that handles questions about
Islamic law . ISNA later rem ov ed its reports.
Iran has faced a series of cy berattacks, including
one that leaked v ideo of abuses in its notorious
Evin prison in August.  The country  disconnected
much of its gov ernment infrastructure from the
internet after the Stux net computer v irus w idely
believ ed to be a joint U.S. -Israeli creation
disrupted thousands of Iranian centrifuges in the
country 's nuclear sites in the late 2000s.

Downgrades suggest India equity market
valuations are extremely stretched

Equity  markets hav e been on
a s tellar run since their crash in
M arc h 2020.  Barr ing minor
corrections, the last y ear has seen
a mostly  upw ards trajectory ; both
the BSE Sensex  and NSE Ni fty
50 hav e surged 52 per cent, driv en
by  huge inflow s from domes tic
retail investors. But, in the past few
day s, there hav e been at least tw o
downgrades, suggesting the equity
mark et rally  may  hav e been
ov erdone.

Japan’s Nomura Securities
dow ngraded India equities to
“neutral.”  It had upgraded India to
“ov erw eight”  back  in F ebruary
2021, but now  v aluations appear
“v ery  stretched. ”  We see an
unfav ourable risk -rew ard giv en
v aluations , as  a num ber of
pos itiv es  appear to  be pr iced in,

w hilst headw inds  are emerging,”
said Chetan Seth and Amit Phillips
of Nomura.

The analy sts said almost 77
per cent of the s tocks in the MSCI
India index  w ere trading higher
than pre-pandemic/ post-2018
av erage v aluations.  There hav e
been sev eral positiv e factors  in
fav our of Indian markets—a strong
m om entum  in C OVID19
v accinations, demand pickup and
the business resumption index  has
s tay ed ov er  100 for sev era l
w eeks.

How ev er , m ul tip le
headw inds  hav e em erged—
Central banks  are set to begin
normalis ing their  easy -money
policies around the w orld, w hich
w ill hav e a bearing on fund flow s,
core inflation has been sticky, and

more importantly, commodity  prices
hav e surged, w hich w ill w eigh on
inflation as w ell as grow th.

“Ev en on a tw o-y ear forw ard
PE (pr ic e to  equi ty )  bas is
( inc orporating Ind ia’s  s trong
earnings outlook),  India is trading
at record high e lev ated prem ium
relativ e to regional markets,”  said
Seth and Phillips. w iss inv estment
bank UBS too is “ underw eight”
on India’s equity  market stating it
w as “ex tremely  ex pensiv e.”

“The re lativ e v aluation of
Ind ia to  ASEAN, tw o areas w ith
simi lar  grow th dy nam ics  and
occ as ional  perc eiv ed macro
v ulnerabi lities, looks too w ide to
justify,”  noted UBS strategists Niall
MacLeod and Karen Hizon in their
report last w eek.

Retail inv estors hav e play ed

outside, w hich w hile difficult to
predict in  term s of rev ers ing,
creates an additional potential
headw ind if this demand unw inds,
they  felt. Sev eral stocks, especially
in the m id and small-cap space,
hav e seen some c orrection in the
las t few  day s . The Nifty  Midcap
index , for instance, fell 6 per cent in
the past w eek. So, how  should
inv estors nav igate the market now ?

“In the prev ailing sc enario,
there are some g lobal headw inds
such as a spike in crude oil prices,
rising inflation leading to an ex pected
rise in global bond y ields, equities
trading at rich v a luations  etc.
Concurrently, there are domestic
tailw inds including benign c ost of
capital, low  debt/equity, improv ing
dem and, free cash flow s aid ing
sustainability  of corporate earnings

grow th, massiv e capital  inflow s
into the s tar tup and pr iv ate
ecosy stem that could generate
em ploy m ent and c reate
infrastructure ”  sa id As his h
Shanker, MD and CEO of Moti lal
Osw al Priv ate Wealth.

He em phas iz es  as s et
al loc ation to  maintain portfol io

stability  for  the long term. The
strategy  for equity  is  to inv est 50
per cent in a lump sum and 50 per
cent in a staggered manner ov er
the nex t three months in multi-cap
strategies and select mid and
smallcap strategies, according to
a report by  Motilal Osw al Priv ate
Wealth.
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ICMR-REGIONAL MEDICAL RESEARCH CENTRE, 
PORT BLAIR 

TENDER FORM 
 

Auction Date & Time: 12.11.2021 at 4:30 Pm 
1. Name of the Bidder : 

 
2. Address of the Bidder : 

 
3. Phone /Cell No.  :  

 

Sl. 
No 

Lot Name of the 
item(s) 

Security 
deposit 
receipt 
Amount(`) 

Secuirty 
deposit 
receipt No. 
& 
date(enclose
d) 

Tender quoted 
amount (`) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

1  

 

LOT-
1 

Scrap  items: Steel 
Chairs, Steel 
tables, Executive 
revolving chairs, 
steel racks, Steel 
Almirah, 
Featherlite Chair, 
Revolving lab stool, 
sofa sets 

1000/-   

2 LOT-
2 

Scrap Items: Iron 
railings, Iron 
pipes, Roof triangle 
Pipes, MS pipe 
truss, Iron Heavy 
gate, Animal cage 

6100/-   

 

Signature of the bidder 

AUCTION NOTICE
­­­­26.10.2021

The Director, ICMR- Regional Medical Research Centre, Port Blair,
invites closed bid for disposal of scrap materials/items of this center. The
bidder should submit closed bid in the attached given format (Tender
Form) along with security deposit.  The bidder should pay the Security
deposit by Demand Draft (DD) as shown under column No.4 against each
lot. The materials available at our staff quarter premises at old Pahargoan,
Port Blair can be inspected between 09.00 am. to 05.00 pm from 27-10-
2021 to 05.11.2021 and satisfy themselves about the description of the
materials before quoting the bids. No compliant or compensation of any
kind will be entertained once the materials are auctioned. Sealed bids
should be dropped in the tender box on or before 12-11-2021 up to
01.00 a.m. The bids will be opened on12-11-2021 at 04.30 p.m.  The
Tender form and Auction notice is available in the centre’s website
www.rmrc.res.in

A deposit of 25% of the bid amount either by cash or Demand Draft in
the favour of the Director, ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre, Port
Blair payable at Port Blair should be paid immediately, after the bid is
knocked down and the balance amount to be paid within 3 working days
from the date of auction. The lots are to be taken delivery off within 3
days of final payment, failing which the amount paid will be forfeited and
the lots will be re-auctioned.

The Director, ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre, Port Blair
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bid(s) without assigning
any reason thereof.

Administrative Officer

For Director

ICMR-RMRC, Port Blair
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OPEN SECRET

F. No.1-6 /SON/DHS/2016/

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
ADMINISTRATION

Office of the Principal, School of Nursing

G. B. Pant Hospital Complex

Port Blair

****

Dated   22nd of October 2021

PRESS RELEASE

The date of counselling for the admission to the course
of GNM for the Academic Session 2021-2022 as per the final
merit list published in the website and notice board of school of
nursing is scheduled to 10-11-2021(Wednesday) at School of
Nursing, DHS, Port Blair.

Principal

School of Nursing
IP/8144/21
2021/MediaRelease/798

Port Blair, Oct 26: “Volleyball Fans Trophy”,
a volleyball tournament 2021 was organized in the
premises of the Young Brothers Club by the youth of
Dairyfarm from 2 nd  Oct  2021  on  the  theme  of
“Eradicating Drug abuse among youth”. The month
long tournament concluded recently in the presence
of the chief guest,  Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Member
of Parliament, A&N Islands. Shri Abdul Siddique,
Secretary CCS Ltd graced the occasion as the guest
of honor. The final match played between the Young
Brothers Club and Seva Bharat. Seva Bharat beat
its  opponent to win the tournament.

Seva Bharat wins Volleyball
tournament at Dairyfarm

MODERNA SAYS ITS LOW-DOSE COVID
SHOT WORKS FOR KIDS 6 TO 11

Moderna said that a low dose of
its COVID-19 vaccine is safe and
appears to work in 6- to 11-year-olds,
as the manufacturer joins its r ival
Pfizer in moving toward expanding
shots to children.

Pfizer's kid-size vaccine doses
are closer to widespread use. They
are undergoing evaluation by the
Food and Drug Administr ation for
youngsters in near ly the same age
group, 5 to 11, and could be available
by ear ly November. The company's
vaccine already is author ized for
anyone 12 or older.

Moderna hasn't yet gotten the
go-ahead to offer its vaccine to teens
but is studying lower  doses in

younger children while it waits.
Researchers tested two shots for

the 6- to 11-year-olds, given a month
apart, that each contained half the
dose given to adults. Preliminary
results showed vaccinated children
developed virus-fighting antibodies
similar to levels that young adults
produce after  full-strength shots,
Moderna said in a news release.

The study involved 4,753
children ages 6 to 11 who got either
the vaccine or  dummy shots.
Moderna said that like adults, the
vaccinated youngsters had temporary
side effects including fatigue,
headache, fever and injection site
pain. The study was too small to spot

any extremely rare side effects, such
as heart inflammation that sometimes
occurs after  either the Moderna or
Pfizer vaccines, mostly among young
men. Moderna released no further
details and hasn't submitted its data
to a scientific journal but said it plans
to share the interim results with the
FDA and global regulators soon. The
study is sti ll  going on, and the
company cannot calculate the
vaccine's effectiveness in actually
preventing infections in children
unless there are sufficient COVID-19
cases to compare rates between
vaccinated and unvaccinated
participants. The FDA hasn't yet ruled
on the company's application to
expand its vaccinations to 12- to 17-
year-olds, although some countr ies
have cleared Moderna's shots for
adolescents. But the U.S. is expected
to begin vaccinating children under
12 sometime next month, if the FDA
clears low doses of the Pfizer vaccine
for 5- to 11-year-olds. Pfizer reported
last week that its kid-size doses proved
nearly 91% effective at preventing
symptomatic COVID-19 in that age
group, even as the extra-contagious
delta variant was spreading widely.
FDA's advisers will weigh Pfizer 's
evidence in a public meeting
Tuesday. I f the agency authorizes
Pfizer 's kid shots, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention the
following week is set to recommend
who should receive them.

World Boxing Championships:
Seasoned Shiva, debutant
Akash win opening bouts

BELGRADE:  F iv e- tim e
As ian medall ist Shiv a T hapa
(63.5k g) stormed into the second
round of the AIBA World Box ing
Championships after out-w itting
Keny a's Victor Ny adera in his
opening bout on Tuesday.

Thapa, competing in his third
w orld championship, produced a
fine tactical performance to prev ail
5-0 against a spunky  riv al. The
Indian countered the height and
reach of Ny adera w i th  his
m easured counter-attack ing
approach.

The Assam boxer, who won
a bronze at the showpiece in 2015,
w ill face Sierra Leone's John Brow n
on October 30 in the round of 32.

Earlier on Monday  n ight,
debutant Akash Sangw an (67kg)
also s ailed into the second round
w ith a comprehensiv e 5-0 triumph
ov er Turkey's Furkan Adem.

Sangwan, a reigning national
champion, w ill next face Germany's
Deniel Krotter, w ho got a first-round

bye. The Indian dominated Adem in
a lop-sided contest held late last
night.

Another  debutant Rohit Mor
(57kg)  gav e India a w inning start
by  outpunching Ecuador 's Jean
Caicedo 5-0 in a confident opening-
round performanc e this ev ening.
Nex t up for him  is Bosnia and
Herzegov ina's Alen Rahimic.

Asian c ham pion Sanjeet
(92kg) receiv ed a first-round by e,
along w ith Sachin Kumar (80kg).

Whi le  Sac hin w i l l  fac e
American Robby  Gonzalez in the

second round on October 30,
Sanjeet w ill be up against Russian
Andre Stotskii in  his opening bout
on October 29.

With more than 600 box ers
from ov er  100 countries in fray, a
lot of competitors w ill hav e to w in at
least three bouts in some categories
to get to the quarterfinal stage.

Asian silver-medallist Deepak
Kumar (51kg), w ho impressed last
y ear  w i th  h is g iant-s lay ing
performances en route to a silv er at
the prestigious Strandja memorial
tournament, w ill square off against
Ky rgyzstan's Azat Usenaliev.

Sumit (75kg) w ill join Thapa
and Deepak in c ompeting on the
day w hen he takes the ring against
Jamaica's Damon O'Neill.

A ls o in  action w ould be
Narender (+92kg), squaring off
against Poland's Oskar Safary an.

T he gold-w inners  at the
show piece w ill w alk aw ay  w ith a
prize money  of $100,000.

The silv er medallists are to be
giv en $50,000, and both bronze-
medallists w ill be aw arded $25,000
each. The total prize purse stands
at a w hopping $2.6 million.


