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Ye Omicron ke chalte, kahin
Andaman ka Tourism na fir
se maar kha jaye ...

  - A Citizen

People’s Voice

Treasured Islands - By
Sunita Rao. Cour tesy:
Kalpavriksh, ANET (M CBT)

Jarawa Facts

Your Nature Guide

The Jaraw a have been living
in the tropical rainf orests  of
the A ndaman Islands for up to
60,000 years. The islands, in
the Bay  of  Bengal, w ere
colonised by the British in the
mid-nineteenth century, and
are now  part of India.

Life in the ocean: From the
shores or from a boat, the sea
looks  like a huge mass  of
uniform, inky blue w ater. It is
not so actually. Life in the sea
is  amaz ingly dif f erent at
dif ferent depths . From the
surface to a few  feet  below,
the ocean is  a sunlit  w or ld,
that changes from day to night.
Below  this, the ocean
becomes  cold, dim, and
unchanging. And thousands of
meters below  the surface, the
ocean is  a region of  near-
f reez ing temperatures ,
c rushing pressure, and
complete darkness.

Mos t mar ine plants and
animals are adapted to living
in one of  three regions- the
sunlight, tw ilight, or midnight
zone. These zones are
defined by the presence (or
absence) of light. They differ
f rom one another  in
temperature  amount of
pressure, and nutrient supply.
We w ill mainly  focus here on
the sunlight zone w here most
of  the f amiliar animals and
plants are present.

Port Blair, Dec. 3: The
Indian Coast Guard
conducts the National
Maritime Search and Rescue
(NMSAR) Board meeting,
every year, to discuss  policy
issues, formulate guidelines
& procedures, assess  the
efficacy of National Search
and Rescue Plan and also
recognise contributions
towards SAR by merchant
mariners, government
owned vessels , maritime
fraternity and fishermen.

This year the 19th NMSAR
Board meeting was held on
25  Nov 2021  wherein ,
representatives from the UT
of A & N, were conferred

NMSAR Board Confers Award to Isles’
Fisherman and Forest Department for

Search and Rescue
with Annual SAR (Search
and Rescue) awards , a t
New Delhi, for exemplary
contributions towards
saving precious lives at sea,.
The awardees  included
Shri V Raja  Rao, a
fisherman from Campbell
Bay, who was  awarded the
“SAR Award for
Fisherman”, for the year
2021 , for saving three
precious l ives  from a
s inking fishing boat FB
Manikanna, on 24 Jun 21
and the Forest Department
of A&N, which was
felicitated with the “SAR
Award for Ashore Unit”,
for rescuing three precious

lives of IFB Kokila, drifting
off Swaraj Dweep, due to
engine fa ilure. These
awards  recognise the

voluntary efforts for saving
precious  lives at sea and the
two awards for personnel

Continued on P2

Port Blair, Dec. 3: The Member of
Parliament, Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharma has  requested the Lt.
Governor of Andaman & Nicobar
Is lands to direct the Electricity
Department to immediately
address the power cut issues of
Swara j Dweep and South
Andaman region, which has
become an increasing source of
discomfort and harassment for the
Islanders.

Member of Parliament Demands
Solving of Frequent Interruption in
Power Supply in Swaraj Dweep and

South Andaman Region
In a  letter addressed to the Lt.

Governor, Kuldeep mentioned that
people of the South Andaman
region, Swaraj Dweep Is land are
facing huge problems due to frequent
power interruption, which is  not
only causing great inconvenience to
the public but also leaving a negative
impact on Tourism Industry. The
children are also suffering heavily as

Continued on P3

Kamorta, Dec. 3: Usha
International Ltd. is  a
responsible corporate citizen
committed to empowering
women from rural sections
through skill  development
and supporting them on the
path of financia l
independence and
entrepreneurship. Ushal

Usha International Ltd. Initiates
Usha Silai School at Nancowry

Sila i  School started by Usha
International Ltd. in  2011  is a
community based initiative with
the aim of skill ing rura l women
and empowering them to become
entrepreneurs. More than 5 lakh
women and girls have been taught
stitching and sewing skills to help
them earn a livelihood in  their
respective communities. More than
23,000 Usha Sila i  Schools  are
imparting tra ining everyday
across the country.

Usha International Ltd. in
partnership with Tribal
Development Council (TDC), headed
by Shri Rashid Yusoof, Chairman,
TDC has launched 10 new Usha
Silai  School jointly in Nancowry,
Nicobar District. The trainings were
organised from 29th Nov. 2021 and
will continue till 7th Dec. 2021 at the
Community Hall , Kamorta . The
women entrepreneurs belong to poor

Continued on P3

Port Blair, Dec. 3: The District Magistrate,
South Andaman, Shri. Suneel Anchipaka,
IAS felicitated the three brave hearts, Shri.
Sanjay Das, 27 years, S/o Late Sajan, R/o
Teylarabad, Shri. Naresh, 25 years, S/o Shri.
Appana, R/o Sisty Nagar and Shri. Dilip
Kumar Ram, 26 years, S/o Late Bhutan Ram,
R/o Shadipur for saving six precious lives
of fishermen who were in distress after their
fishing boat had capsized in rough cyclonic
weather near Snake Island at around 1630
hrs on 01 .12.2021.

All the three daring youths are Jet Ski
Operators functioning at Corbyn’s  Cove
didn’t think twice before jumping into the
sea swollen amid inclement cyclonic
weather conditions  and undertook
successful rescue of the s ix souls.

The District Magistrate, South Andaman
praising the young Jet Ski Operators for their
exemplary spirit and nerve reiterated that
many people show courage and bravery
confronting many different challenges  in
life, but willingly putting oneself in mortal
danger to protect others is an exemplary act
of heroism and valor.

Suneel Anchipaka
Felicitates Jet Ski

Operators Who Braved
Rough Seas to Save

Precious Lives
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Life has no Remote Control. Get up
and Change it Yourself.

Point of disorder
The suspension of 12 Opposition Members of

Parliament from the Rajya Sabha for the entire
winter session of Parliament, evidently an extreme
step by Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu, has turned
the spotlight on the use of disruption of proceedings
as a parliamentary tactic. The Government and the
Opposition should try and work a way out of this
situation, but that may not resolve the underlying
affliction of perennial conflict between the two
sides. A guiding principle of parliamentary
proceedings  is that the majorit y, i.e. the
Government, will have its way, and the minority,
the Opposition, will have its say. This principle has
been observed in its violation in India for several
years now. As the principal Opposition in the years
leading up to 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
so disrupt ed Parliament that a majority
government was rendered dysfunctional for years;
since 2014, in power, the BJP has tinkered with
parliamentary processes in a way that the
Opposition has been pinned down. Bills are passed
in a hurry and even amidst din; the scrutiny of
Bills by committees and debates are few and far
between. Also, the decision to suspend Members
for their conduct in the previous monsoon session
at the beginning of a new session seems excessively
punitive. This is no defence of disruption in general
or the behaviour of the particular MPs, but the
punishment is only worsening the conflict, and not
facilitating debate.

Parliament is the platform where the executive is
held accountable to the representatives of the
people. That is where people’s representatives raise
matters of  public concern an d seek the
Government’s attention. The trend of weakening
that process in the name of efficiency is not merely
undermining the spirit of democracy; it is also
landing the Government itself in a difficult spot as
the mayhem that followed the hurried passage of
three controversial farm laws last year shows.
Parliamentary debates should not be viewed as a
distraction or waste of time; they are a barometer
of public mood and must be respected as such, by
both the ruling side and the Opposition. Disruption
as a brief, momentary reaction to a situation that
demands debate is understandable, but as a
sustained strategy, it is self-defeating. The absence
of the Opposition will only leave the Government
even more unchecked. It was the BJP’s Arun Jaitley
who theorised on the legitimacy of disruptions as
a parliamentary instrument. It is time to shun that
idea. The Government must make amends to
restore the function of Parliament by deferring to
parliamentary mechanisms, and also through
informal channels of communication with the
Opposition.

Be Strong..!
My mother, God bless her soul, always told me I was well loved because I had three

mothers!   What she meant was that I was  loved by not just her but also her two
sisters, and I equally loved them back. The last of the s isters passed away a few
months ago, and I know I felt alone and sad as her body was lowered into her grave,
but it is not about her I write about today, nor about my mother who passed away
last year in Baltimore, it is about the eldest of the three, who lived a spinster, alone in
her little home and when she passed away in Bangalore, over a decade and a half
ago, I went down for her funeral.

After the funeral rites I reluctantly went to her little room, where my cousin Aruna
and I had set her up. We went through her meager belongings and gave away most
of it to her maid who had looked after her faithfully, but there on her bed I came
across an old book by Oswald Chambers, ‘My Utmost for the Highest’ which many
of my friends and rela tives have later seen next to my rocking chair in my home. It is
a book of daily devotions  written in the old fashioned English spoken in the early
nineties . Inside the book there was a photo of me as a little boy, the way I must have
remained in my aunt’s  heart.

But yesterday while opening the old and worn well book I found she had scribbled
these lines inside the cover, it is obviously from an old hymn and the title is ‘Be
Strong’.

Here are the lines, read it and remember it when you need strength:

Be strong!
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift;
We have hard work to do and loads to lift;
Shun not the struggle, face it, ’tis God’s gift.
Be strong, be strong, be strong!

Be strong!
Say not the days are evil—who’s to blame?
And fold the hands and acquiesce—O shame!
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s name.
Be strong, be strong, be strong!

Be strong!
It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong,
How hard the battle goes, the day, how long;
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow comes the song.
Be strong, be strong, be strong!
What lovely words they are. I wonder how often my dear aunt whispered these

words to herself and derived strength as she struggled through life alone!
Be strong my dear friends, for tomorrow comes the song of victory..!
bobsbanter@gmail.com

from the UT of A&N, validate
the collaborative structure of
SAR in the islands.

Indian Coast Guard being
the nodal agency for
Maritime Search and Rescue

has  dedicated Maritime
Rescue Coordination
Centres  (MRCCs) and
Maritime Rescue Sub
Centres (MRSCs), which
are manned 24x7 to
respond to dis tress

messages received to
coordinate Search and
Rescue (SAR) missions. Till
date, 10262 lives in distress
at sea have been saved by
the Coast Guard.

NMSAR Board Confers Award to
Isles’ Fisherman and Forest

Department for Search and Rescue
Continued from Page 1
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5 contacts of India’s first
Omicron cases test positive

Close to 500 primary and secondary contacts o f the
first two cases of Omicron, the most mutated variant of
COVID-19 vi rus, detected in India have been traced
and five have tested positive for COVID-19, according
to a document viewed by The Hindu. The contacts have
been isolated and further investigations are on.

The men (46 and 66) are the first cases of the variant
in India. According to the document, the 66-year-old
double-vaccinated man who travelled with a negative
report from South Africa had his sample collected at
the Karnataka airport, on November 20, after which he
checked into a hotel.

“Upon arrival he checked into a hotel on Nov. 20 and
his test result was positive. He was asymptomatic and
was advised to i solate himself at the hotel. He did a
self-investigation in a private l ab where he tested
negative and checked out on Nov. 27 12:34 midnight
and took a cab. He travelled to Dubai. The authorities
have traced 24 primary and 240 secondary contacts for
the traveller,” said the document.

The samples in the case o f the 46-year-old man who
had symptoms of fever and body-ache were coll ected
at a hospital on November 22. He was under home
iso lation from November 22-24 and was later
hospi talised from November 25 to 27 after which he
was discharged following three days of treatment.

His primary contacts were traced to  13 persons and
205 secondary contacts. “Three primary and two
secondary contacts have tested positive for COVID so
far,’’ said the document.

“The variant, Omicron, has 45-52 amino acid changes
(including deletions) across the whole genome, 26-32
changes in spike. RT-PCR test can be used as a marker
for this variant, pending sequencing confirmation.
Increased transmissibility, improved binding affinity
make it easier  for virus to attach to cel ls,’’ said the
Health Ministry.

It said that preliminary data suggested that there were
increasing rates of hospital isation in South Africa, but
this may reflect force of infection, rather  than increased
virulence.

Ashok Seth, chai rman, Forti s Escorts Heart Institute,
in his tweet after the detection of Omicron in India
said: “Cases of Omicron in India: but why the panic &
fear? It is unfortunate that it  has become the most
dreaded thing even before we know enough. Til l now
experts from South Africa state that i t is causing mild
il lness. And anyway double masking and double
vaccination can protect us from the worst variants. So
be proactive but don’t panic.”

Job Vacancy
Looking for competent and professional individuals  for a water s ports company based in

Corbyn’s  Cove Beach, Por t Blair for the following designations:
1. Operations Manager (1 No.)
A dynami c individual that must be abl e to manage the entire operations of the enterprise

smoothly.
a) Minimum Qualification: Graduati on (UG) in any di scipline.
b) Minimum Experience: 2 years as a working professional.
c) Other requirements: Must ha ve a 2 wheeler/4 wheeler for personal/work commutation

purposes. Work related fuel expense shall  be adequately reimbursed.
d) Language skil ls: Mus t compulsorily be fluent in English and Hindi . Fluency in additional

languages will  be welcomed.
2. Front Desk Executive (2 Nos.)
Individuals with a bright personality to manage, recei ve, attend to a nd look after the front

desk work.
a) Minimum Qualification: Diploma in any discipline (preferably in Hos pitality)
b) Minimum Experience: 2 years  as a front desk executive/receptionist in a hotel
c) Other requirements: Must ha ve a two wheeler/4 wheeler for personal commutation

purposes
d) Language Skills: Must be fluent in Hindi and English.

Contact: Starfish Adventures Private Limited
Phone: 9932080505

due to frequent power cuts
they are unable to focus on
their s tudies.

The Member of Parliament
pointed out that in Port Blair
and adjoining areas of South
Andaman, people are
witness ing power
interruption for nearly 8 to 10
times a day, which is leaving

the public deeply upset
and disappointed.

He mentioned that in
Swara j Dweep there are
power cuts of seven to eight
hours on a daily bas is just
because the requirement of
power is more and supply
is less.

The MP added that
according to the public, a

new DG Set sanctioned for
Swara j Dweep has  already
reached Port Bla ir but that has
not been shipped to Swaraj
Dweep yet. Swaraj Dweep
being a hotspot of tourism
activities , many people
associated with the tourism
industry are suffering a heavy
loss on a daily basis, he added.

Member of Parliament Demands Solving of
Frequent Interruption in Power Supply in

Swaraj Dweep and South Andaman Region
Continued from Page 1

tribal communities and have
been selected from different
villages.

The inaugural programme
of the Sila i  School was
organised on 2nd  Dec. 2021.
Shri Abishek Bhukal,

Assis tant Commissioner,
Nancowry, Shti  Ayesha
Majid, Chairperson Tribal
Council, Nancowry, Shri
Aslam Majid, Firs t
Capta in , Kamorta , Shri
Charles Jacob, Chairman,
Tribal Council, Kamorta,

Shri Pilgrim Atkinson,
Secretary Tribal Council ,
Commanding Officer, ICGS
Kamorta  and Shri Sa ikat
Nasker, Regional Manager,
East, Usha  International
Limited graced the occasion.

Usha International Ltd. Initiates Usha
Silai School at Nancowry

Continued from Page 1

Port Blair, Dec. 3: Shri  N K
Udhaya Kumar, Ex Chai rperson
(PBMC) and President of BJYM
along wi th the Labour
Department organized a camp
for spot-registration of e-Shram
Card at Communi ty  Hal l ,
Bhathu Basti on Wednesday and
Thursday. The camp was
conducted by Shri Srinivas Rao,
Labour Commissioner, Shri
Vimla Venkateshwar,
Vocational Guidance Officer ,
Shri  Suranjan Mumhopadya,
Labour Inspector, Shri Dinesh
Moorthy, Assistant
Employment Officer, Smti Babita
Devi, Computer Assistant Gr ‘B’,
Miss Jyothi & Miss Rimee from

E-Shram Registration Camp
Organised at Bhathu Basti

the Labour Department.
Altogether 165 beneficiaries
benefi tted wi th the camp.
Shri  N K Udhaya Kumar
explained about the benefits
o f the e-Shram Card and
appealed to al l  migrant
workers, construction

workers, domesti c helps, street
vendors, waiters, beauticians,
handicraft makers, fisher folks,
agricultural labour of isl anders
to register, which is free o f cost
and proposed vote of thanks.
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Fully furnished 2BHK Flat measuring 1173 square
feet (super built up area) with alloted car parking
for sale in DK City, Minnie Bay.

Call: 9123652320

FLAT FOR SALE

2021/MediaRelease/905

20

Andaman Chronicle invites articles, feature
and opinions from our esteemed readers.

Your write-ups can be mailed to the Editor
through the ID denisgiles@yahoo.com
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Port Blair, Dec. 3: The State
Pres ident, BJP, Shri  Ajoy
Bairagi met the Secretary RD,
PRI and ULB’s Shri Suneel
Anchipaka regarding
restructuring and
reconstruction of double
storied vegetable market in
Diglipur. During his  recent
visit to Diglipur, he visited
the proposed site were the
foundation work has already
started. It was learnt that
foundation la id is  below
ground level, which during
rainy seasons  will  a llow
water to flow inside creating
havoc. He further requested
Secretary RD, PRI and ULB’s

BJP President Meets Secretary RD,
PRI, ULB’s on Re-Construction of

Vegetable Market in Diglipur

to look into the above
matter with  serious
concern and do the
needful. Secretary RD,
PRI and ULB’s assured

that he will look into the issue
raised by State President, BJP
A&N Is lands.

Port Blair, Dec. 3: A new
music Video Album was
launched by Shri M.Vinod
(Advisory Panel Member,
CBFC Kolkata) in a function
held at Maharashtra Mandal
on 02.12.2021 at 6:00  PM.
Nazar Milti  Jitni  Dafa, a
romantic Hindi song is sung
by the renowned singer of
these Is lands, Shri Anant
Ram.

The music for the video is
given by Bidyut Roy, famous
music director of Odia Film
Industry while the lyrics has
been written by Manoj
Mahanta  from
Bhubaneswar. The song is
produced by Aniruddha Deo
Ojha featured Prateek and
Priya  under the banner of
Andaman Is lands  Film
Society.

New Video Album ‘Nazar Milti Jitni
Dafa’ Launched

Shri M.Vinod
congratulated Anant
Ram for his achievement
and assured a ll the
poss ible help for the
development of music in
these Islands.

Artists from many Cultural
Associations were present
on that occasion. Programme
concluded with the vote of
thanks  by Anant Ram,
Secretary Ankur Socia l &
Cultural Society.

Port Blair, Dec 3: The
Department o f Rural
Development, A&N
Administration has been
relentlessly implementing
the Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yo jana – Gramin, the
flagship scheme of the
Government of India across
the Islands since its inception
by providing a pucca house
wi th basi c ameniti es
inclusive of a hygienic
cooking space to the
houseless wi th financial
assi stance o f Rs.1.2 l akh
along with 90 person days of
unski l l ed labour wage
amounting to Rs. 24,030/-
through convergence wi th
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural  Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS). Additional ly,
an incentive of Rs.12,000 for
construction o f to il ets
through convergence wi th
Swachh Bharat Mission –
Gramin (SBM-G) i s al so
provided to the
beneficiaries.

Out o f the target 1337
benefi ciari es, the
Department has al ready
constructed 965 houses. 372
benefi ciaries have been
provided installments are in
various stages o f
construction o f their houses
and a l arge number of them
are expected to complete the
house by December 2021.

One beneficiary  Shri
Simon Kujur had a very
dilapidated kutcha house in
Bamboo Nallah, Rutland. He
is a farmer by profession and
earning hi s l ivel ihood by
farming. He has two

PMAY-Gramin in A & N Islands
Treads Towards Realising the

Goal of ‘Housing for All’ by
March 2022

daughters and two sons. Under
PMAY(G), he was sanctioned a
house in the financial year 2020-
21. He completed the
construction of house in a very
short period with the assistance
provided under PMAY-G, 90
person-days’ work under
MGNREGA and his own
resources amounting to Rs.3.00
lakhs despite all odds of COVID
lockdown. He expressed hi s
grati tude towards the
Department o f Rural
Development for  providing
him 50 sq mtr  l and and
financial assistance of under
PMAY (G) for construction of
the house. He cheerful ly
expressed that earl i er hi s
children had to  stay away from
family in Ashram within city
limits for education purpose. At
least now after the construction
of his new house in Kodiyaghat,
they will all get to stay together.

It has been noticed that there
has been a huge boost in the
feel ing o f Social  Status, Sel f-
worth, Confidence Level, Sense
of Ownership, Feeling o f Safety
& Security , Improvement in
Health, Overall Quality of Life,
and Sati sfaction after
construction of New Houses of
the beneficiaries.

At thi s stage o f
implementation, it is worth to
note that the scheme is now
playing a vital role in fostering
securi ty, wel fare and social
well-being of the rural populace
by providing safe, stable and
secure atmospheres for  them
and especially women, children
and other vulnerable  groups
too.

The RD department expects to
reach a total completion of 1000
houses by the end of this year.

Port Blair, Dec. 3: The
Congress  members  under
the leadership of Shri.
Ranglal Haldar President,
Pradesh Congress
Committee  and G Bhasker,
Chairman Campaign
Committee honoured and
felicita ted the brave heart Jet
Ski operators  in  the
Corbyn’s Cove who rescued
six fishermen after their boat
capsized.

They braved the rough sea
and saved the lives  of the
fishermen keeping their own
lives at stake.

Shri. Rangla l Halder and
Shri. G Bhasker has assured
to recommend their names
for the LG’s commendation.
Shri. V.K.Abdul Aziz ,

Congress Leaders Honour Brave
Heart Jet Ski Operators

Pres ident Dis trict
Congress  Committee,
South Andaman, Shri.
Abdul Shabir, Dis trict
Delegate, South

Andaman, Shri. Sa ji
Verghese, Sr. Leaders  and
others were present in this
occas ion.

For online news, Visit: www.andamanchronicle.net
Also Join Us Today on Facebook and Twitter (@AndamanNews)!

http://www.andamanchronicle.net
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Helpline Numbers
Police Control Room: 100
Fire Se rvice: 101
Ambulance: 102
DC Control Room: 1070
Shipping:  245555
Postal :  232346, 232890
Children:  1098
Wom en:  244701
Coast  Guard for                   1554
Search & Rescue (SAR)
Coas t Guard RHQ: 232681
Coastal Secur ity                  1093
State  Control Room:  1077, 238880
PBMC Control Room:  245798
Kisan Call Ce ntre:  1551
Wildlife Control Room: :  245229,

 200661, 200754

Emergency Operation Centres (EOCs)

State  Control Room: 03192- 238880
(Tele-Fax),
1070(Helpline).

District Control Room: 03192-238881
EOC (Campbell Bay): 03193-264020
EOC (Kamorta): 03193-263222

EOC (N&M): 03192-262960
EOC (Hut Bay): 03192-284014

Weather
 

 

Rainf all upto 0830 Hrs (Last 24 Hrs.):   054.4 mm
Rainf all upto 1730 Hrs (Last 24 Hrs.):   000.0 mm
Total Rainf all: (From Jan 1, 2020 till date): 3450.9 mm

Max. Temp: 29.3 0C  Min.: 22.8 0C
Relativ e Humidity : 0830 Hrs: 87%  1730 Hrs: 86%
Sunrise:  0525 Hrs.                  Sunset: 1654 Hrs.

Forecast
Light to moderate rainfall likely over Port Blair.
Maximum and Minimum temperature w ill be
around 30°C and  24°C respec tively  on
Saturday 04/12/2021

Andaman Chronicle
Is Now On

For live news, comments, suggestions,
opinion for a holistic development of

A&N Islands ...
join us on Facebook today!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
andamanchronicle/

World Tour Finals: Already qualified
for semifinals, Sindhu loses final group

match, Srikanth bows out
Bali, Dec 3: Already Assured

of a semifinal berth at the BWF
World Tour Finals, India’s P V
Sindhu on Friday suffered a
three-game defeat to top seed
Pornpawee Chochuwong of
Thailand in her third and final
group A women’s singles match
in Bali on Friday.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallis t, couldn’t apply
enough pressure on the world
no. 10 Chochuwong to go down
fighting 12-21 21-19 14-21 in a
match that lasted an hour and
11 minutes.

This was Sindhu’s third loss
to the 2016  world junior
champion Chochuwong in
seven meetings.

Sindhu thus finished in the
second position in group A,
behind Chochuwong and her
opponent of the semifinal stage
will be decided in a draw later
in the day.

Earlier, Kidambi Srikanth
bowed out of the season-ending
tournament a fter los ing to
second seeded Malaysian Lee
Zii Jia 19-21 14-21 in 37 minutes
in his third and final group B
match.

It was Srikanth’s second loss
to the world no. 8 Malaysian,
who had defeated the Indian at
Hylo Open in straight games.

Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy too ended their
campaign though they eked out
a hard-fought 21-19 9-21 21-14
win over England’s Chloe Birch
and Lauren Smith in  the
inconsequential third and final
group match.

Sindhu, the reigning world
champion, was quite erratic and
couldn’t control the ra llies
against Chochuwong, who rode
on her quality of strokes  to stay
a step ahead.

In the first game, Sindhu erred
in her lengths  early on as
Chochuwong led 5-3 . The
Indian managed to collect a few
points but she never looked in
control.

Chochuwong took the
initiative and kept things under
her control, leading 11-6 at the
interval.

The Thai player got rewarded
for her angled and crisp returns,

while Sindhu lacked consistency
as Chochuwong took 17-9 lead.

An attacking return gave
Chochuwong eight game points
and she sealed it when Sindhu
went wide again.

After the change of s ides ,
Chochuwong, playing with the
drift, committed few unforced
errors  as Sindhu led 6-3 before
managing a healthy five-point
advantage at the break with her
rival going long.

Three defens ive lapses from
Sindhu saw Chochuwong
narrow down the lead to 9-12.
The duo played some exciting
ra llies  next with  the Thai
managing to level the scores at
16-16.

A lucky net chord helped
Chochuwong get into a slender
18-17 lead but Sindhu again
fought back to grab a game point
when her rival made a judgement
error at the backline.

Another excruciating ra lly
ended with Chochuwong going

wide as Sindhu made a comeback
into the contest.

The decider started on an even
keel but Chochuwong managed to
take 11-7 advantage at the breather.
The Thai kept gathering points
with her precise returns, moving to
17-14.

Chochuwong reeled off three
straight points and then Sindhu
made a  judgement error a t the
backline as the Thai celebrated.

Earlier, Srikanth trailed 0-3 at the
start but made his way to a  slim 9-8
lead at one s tage. An alert Lee,
however, ensured a  two-point
advantage at the interval.

A six-point burst helped the
Indian to again grab a 17-15 lead
but he let it slip as Lee pocketed the
opening game.

Srikanth made a good start in the
second game, moving to 7 -3
advantage but Lee once again
turned the tables, jumping to 13-9
and kept his  nose ahead to
eventually shut the doors on the
Indian.
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