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Admn committed towards provision of basic
minimum amenities and last mile connectivity
to the geographically separated villages: CS

Mayabunder, Sep 21:

A&N Administration
is committed towards the wel-
fare of the Islanders and it will
leave no stone unturned to re-
solve the issues and aspirations
of the people of North & Middle
Andaman region. Genuine is-
sues/demands highlighted by
the people of the area, will be
attended to on priority for its
time bound redressal, said the
Chief Secretary, A&N Admin-

istration, Shri  Keshav
Chandra,IAS during an interac-
tion meeting held with the PRIs
and Head of Offices in the
Panchayat Hall, Pokadera,
Mayabunder.

The Chief Secretary, who is
currently on his third day visit
to N&M Andaman District, took
note of the grievances pertain-
ing to various sectors which
were highlighted by PRIs from
different Gram Panchayats of

Mayabunder area.

Opening the sectoral
discussions, the Chief Secretary
emphasized the need to under-
stand the geographical disad-
vantages, limitations of funds,
shortage of manpower and tech-
nical capabilities of executing
agencies. He explained that na-
tion-wide there is shortage of
manpower including
Andamans, which cannot be

contd. at page-5

DC (SA) holds meeting with stake-
holders for retail sale of crackers

Port Blair, Sep 20:

Keeping in view the
forthcoming festive seasons
starting from the month of Oc-
tober and in view of the con-
straints, safety aspects, cleanli-
ness of business premises and
also to prevent import and sale
of banned fireworks, the Deputy
Commissioner, South Andaman

contd. at page-6

\_’,

Training on Waste Management in
Agn. &. A111ed Sector gets underway

™ :
Port Blair, Sept. 20

The Secretary (Agri),
A&N Administration, Shri
Pankaj Kumar, IAS inaugurated
a four days off Campus train-
ing programme on ‘Waste Man-
agement in Agri.& Allied Sec-
tors’ for the officers of Agricul-
ture and allied Departments of
A&N Islands today in the Con-
ference Hall of Directorate of
Agriculture, Haddo. The
programme is being organized
by Extension Education Insti-
tute, PJTSU, Hyderabad in as-
sociation with Department of
Agriculture, A&N Administra-
tion. Speaking on the occasion,
the Secretary (Agri.) motivated

the partlclpants to participate
actively and acquire the scien-
tific knowledge through agricul-
tural waste management training
programme, for its effective
implementation in the field.
Since agriculture is on a large
scale, the agricultural wastes
generated cannot be ignored and
proper care has to be taken to
decompose it through the agri-
cultural waste management
programme.

The Joint Director (Agri.),
HQ, Dr (Smti) Chanda
Srivastava stressed upon the
need of such training for exten-
sion functionaries of scheme
implementing Departments

while Dr I. Sreenivasa Rao, Se-
nior Professor, EEI briefed
about the course contents of the
training & insisted for transfer
of knowledge & skills learned
for the benefit of farming com-
munity. Dr. R. Vasantha, Profes-
sor, EEI proposed the vote of
thanks.

Altogether, 30 officers
from Agriculture & Allied De-
partments i.e. Department of
Animal Husbandry & Veteri-
nary Services, Fisheries and
Rural Development are partici-
pating in the training
programme, a press release
from Directorate of Agriculture
said.

Hindi Noting & Drafting
Competition organized

Port Blair, Sep 21: As part of
various programmes being
organised during Hindi Fort-
night-2022, a Hindi Noting &
Drafting Competition was con-
ducted for the Gazetted Officer
of A&N Administration today in
the Mini Conference Hall of
Secretariat. Officers of various
Department/Offices participated
in this competition.

As part of the series of
programmes being organised in

connection with Hindi Fort-
night-2022, a Hindi Workshop
for Nodal Officer (Official Lan-
guage) and one dealing staff
(Hindi) will be held tomorrow
(Sept. 22) at 10 am in the Con-
ference Hall, Secretariat, Port
Blair for various Department/
Offices of A&N Administration.
On this occasion, Shri
Vishwendra, Secretary (OL), A
& N Administration will be the
chief guest.

EPS pensioners asked to
submit ‘Jeevan Pramaan
Patra’ digitally to get pension

Port Blair, Sep 21: All EPS pen-
sioners have to submit annual
Jeevan Pramaan Patra for get-
ting pension. The Life Certifi-
cate thus submitted is valid for
one year, and the pension shall
be stopped only if it has not been
submitted after one year. Hence,
all pensioners have been re-

quested to submit Jeevan
Pramaan Patra digitally as soon
as possible. If a person is dead,
it should be intimated to the
Employees Provident Fund Or-
ganization, Regional Office,
Port Blair immediately
alongwith Death Certificate for
further necessary action.

Online Fire Clearance
Certificate Facility for N&M
A & N District launched

Port Blair, Sept. 21

The A & N Fire
Service is presently providing
online facility for issuance of
Fire Clearance Certificate
through online Portal ( http://
andssw1.and.nic.in/swc/depts/
fire and http://
andsswl.and.nic.in/ospfire) for
Port Blair Tehsil of South
Andaman only. To improve ease
of doing business, on the

initiative of Shri Neeraj Thakur,
DGP, A & N Islands, facility of
online  Fire Clearance
Certificate (FCC) through
Single Window System has now
been extended to N & M
Andaman and Nicobar District
as well. The entire project has
been completed in collaboration
within NIC, Port Blair.

The online FCC will

contd. at page-5
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A&N Islands declared as ‘1t Swachh Sujal Pradesh’
in the country; Hon’ble Jal Shakti Minister presents
the award to Hon’ble Lt. Governor

Port Blair, Sept. 17
The Andaman & Nicobar

Islands has been declared the
‘Ist Swachh Sujal Pradesh’ in
the entire country by the
Hon’ble Jal Shakti Minister,
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
during a felicitation programme
held at DBRAIT Auditorium
this evening. Presenting the
award to the Hon’ble Lt. Gov-
ernor, A&N Islands & Vice
Chairman, Islands Development
Agency, Admiral DK Joshi,
PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM,
VSM (Retd.), the Minister con-
gratulated the Lt. Governor, the
entire team of A&N Administra-
tion, PBMC, PRIs, Political
party representatives and the
general public of A&N Islands
in fulfilling the dream of the
Prime Minister in achieving
saturation in the implementation
of his mission to make India a
‘Swacch Bharat’.

Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat while addressing the
gathering remarked that A&N
Islands presented the most pre-
cious gift to the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
on his 72nd birthday today, be-
fitting the occasion by fulfilling
his Mission of ‘Swacch Bharat’
and ‘Har Ghar Jal’ by being de-
clared as 1st Swachh Sujal
Pradesh’ in the entire country.
“I feel proud to be on this holy
soil to declare A&N Islands as
1st Swachh Sujal Pradesh”, the
Minister said.

The Minister stated that
A&N Islands’ played a pivotal
role in the freedom struggle of
the country. The Islands bear
testimony to the inhumane treat-
ment meted out to the freedom
fighters, who fought valiantly
and dreamed of a country where
every Indian has access to their
basic necessities. This occasion
also reminds us to introspect
ourselves and the responsibility
to serve our countrymen with
their basic needs, has been ful-
filled or is yet to be fulfilled.

Highlighting the success of
Jal Jeevan Mission, the Minis-
ter eulogized the efforts and
vigour with which the Prime

Minister delivers his promises
and the driving force which has
transformed this mission into a
‘Jan Andolan’. Under the mis-
sion, 7 crore people have been
provided individual tap connec-
tion within a span of three years
which, he said, is a massive
achievement.

The Prime Minister’s vision
of'an ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ can
only be achieved with the con-
certed effort of each citizen in
fulfilling the missions he initi-
ated, said the Minister. He fur-
ther said that India became the
world’s fifth-largest economy
from 10th position since the
Narendra Modi Govt. came to
power in the year 2014. The
Govt. is working on mission
mode to make India a devel-
oped country by 2047 when it
celebrates its centenary year.
The Minister exclaimed with
pride that the world is acknowl-
edging the progress India is
making at global level and how
it has set the tone to become a
role model for other countries.

Lauding the Islands’ scenic
beauty, the Minister said, A&N
Islands bestowed with nature’s
bounty is a sight to behold; we
must continue to ensure its up-
keep. India has shown the world
its determination in setting tar-
gets and achieving it, he said.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lt Governor, A &N Islands,
Admiral DK Joshi stated that in
75 years history, it is for the first
time, that a Cabinet Minister
along with Secretary and senior
officials from the Ministry of
Gol has visited the territory to
celebrate an achievement which
is creditable. The Lt. Governor
said, ‘Har Ghar Jal’ and ODF+,
both these mission have
achieved 100 % compliance,
which is a landmark achieve-
ment considering the Islands’
topography and its scattered
nature, having an area of around
8249 sq.km, which is quite large
when compared to many States
in the mainland India. This
achievement speaks volume of
the service delivery system of
the Administration starting from

the northern most part of the Is-
land to the southernmost, cov-
ering the Islands length and
breadth, the Lt Governor re-
marked.

The achievement made in
ODF+ (Grameen) is appre-
ciable. In A&N Islands, there is
only one urban sector i.e. Port
Blair Municipal Council while
the rest comes under the rural
sector. In urban sector, ODF++
target was achieved in 2021,
said the Lt. Governor adding
that under the dynamic leader-
ship of Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi and with
the sincere effort of Administra-
tion and support of general pub-
lic ‘Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin) and Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion Yojana has been success-
fully implemented in these Is-
lands. For A&N Islands to be
declared as ‘1st Swachh Sujal
Pradesh’, the Ministry has car-
ried out a comprehensive veri-
fication during which all impor-
tant parameters viz. quality of
water, quantity of water supply,
regularity of water supply were
thoroughly verified, after which
only, the Ministry gave the Cer-
tificate.

The Lt. Governor further
stated that on March, 22, 2021
FSTC (Functional Household
Tap Connection) facility has
been made available in all the
villages and on September 15,
2022, 100% Har Ghar Jal certi-
fications have been achieved
through the support of Gram
Sabhas. The Lt Governor con-
gratulated the concerned De-
partments for achieving this suc-
cess.

The Lt. Governor said that
taking forward the people ori-
ented welfare schemes/policies
and with the support of the Govt.
of India, under the aegis of Is-
lands Development Agency,
projects worth of around Rs.
88,765 crores have been imple-
mented towards infrastructure
development and improvement
in connectivity. The Lt. Gover-
nor pointed out that under IDA,
out of the 44 projects, CANI
Submarine OFC Project, Azad

Hind Fauj Setu at Humphry
Strait and 20 MW Solar Power
projects like 13 (30%) impor-
tant projects have been com-
pleted and remaining 27 (61%)
projects are under different
stages of development. The Lt.
Governor further said that A&N
Administration is committed
towards taking these Islands on
the path of progress as also de-
veloping a new India of the 21st
Century during this ‘Amrit
Kaal’.

In her address, the Secretary,
Jal Jeevan Mission, GOI, Ms
Vini Mahajan, IAS congratu-
lated the A&N Islands for
achieving this feat of becoming
the 1st Swachh Sujal Pradesh
in the entire country, which she
said is a very big achievement.
She remarked that this achieve-
ment should not stop the Islands
from continuing the Mission
and it should strive to continu-
ously ensure provision for
availability of safe water and
cleanliness to the Islanders. She
remarked that for the mission
to be successful, it requires
peoples’ participation from the
highest to the grass root level.
She said proper sanitation, safe
& clean water, hygienic envi-
ronment needs to be main-
tained.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Secretary , A&N Ad-
ministration, Shri Keshav
Chandra, IAS said, it is indeed
a proud moment for all of us to-
day that the UT of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands is being de-
clared ‘Swachh and Sujal
Dweep Samooh’ by the Hon’ble
Minister. The achievements
stands testimony to the con-
certed efforts made by the De-
partments in implementation of
the schemes in these remote ar-
chipelago. Under Swachh
Bharat Mission (Grameen), uni-
versal sanitation coverage is
achieved with the construction
of Individual Household La-
trines and Community Sanitary
Complexes. With the Gol’s vi-
sion of “No One Left Behind”
for sanitation access, the UT
has additionally provided
Indivdual Household Latrines
(IHHLs) to 3828 individuals
which are completed in full
shape. Further, 296 Community
Sanitary Complexes under
SBM(G) Phase-I and 39 CSCs
sanctioned under SBM(G)
Phase-II have also been com-
pleted, the Chief Secretary
mentioned .

The Chief Secretary stated
that the Islands have set-up

mechanism for Solid and Liquid
Waste Management. The waste
generated are segregated, bailed
and sent for onward recycling.
Inspite of the conveyance chal-
lenges, the waste are transported
from inter-islands to Port Blair
and from Port Blair to Mainland.
Collaboration has been made
with approved recyclers and
Gram Panchayats are earning
income by selling of waste. An
amount of Rs. 21,55,881/- has
been earned by the Gram
Panchayats by selling of dry
waste to recycler. He further
stated that for effective Solid
Waste Management, the Depart-
ment has sanctioned 26 Solid
Waste Management (SWM)
clusters covering 70 Gram
Panchayats in the Islands, out of
which 24 are ready and func-
tional. The SWM cluster site has
provisions for treatment of or-
ganic waste by means of
Composting. The SWM Clusters
have also been equipped with
Bailing and Shredding machine
for processing of non-biode-
gradable Solid Waste. Consid-
ering the saturation of IHHLs
and CSCs, efforts were made to
augment the existing infrastruc-
ture arrangements available with
the Gram Panchayat for carry-
ing out Solid Waste Manage-
ment activities as per the Solid
Waste Management Rules, 2016
and the UT specific Andaman
and Nicobar Islands (Rural Ar-
eas) Solid Waste Management
and Handling Bye Laws, 2019,
the Chief Secretary remarked.

Earlier, in her welcome ad-
dress, Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary (RD/Panchayat & PRI),
A&N Administration, Ms.
Nandini Paliwal, IAS said that
it is a proud moment for the
people of A&N Islands
Andamans to have the Hon’ble
Minister amongst us on this aus-
picious occasion for declaring
the UT of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands as ‘First Swachh Sujal
Pradesh’. The Union Territory of
A&N Islands has achieved ODF
Plus status for all its villages and
has been declared as first ODF
plus UT of the country. The UT
Administration has been com-
mitted towards providing uni-
versal sanitation coverage in ru-
ral areas of the Island. In order
to have effective Solid Liquid
Waste management, the UT has
taken measures to set-up 26
Solid Waste Management Clus-
ters which would cater to entire
70 Gram Panchayats of
Andaman, she said.

contd. at page-5
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filled overnight. The Heads of criti-
cal service Departments like Educa-
tion, Health, Electricity, APWD
were advised to work out some im-
mediate solution to fill the gaps in
remote part of the Islands and also
to take strict action against the un-
der performing Govt. servants and
those reluctant to join or work in re-
mote part of the islands. The PRIs
were also advised to remotely moni-
tor and inform the Heads of Depart-
ments in case any Govt. servant
posted in their area fails to render
desired services.

On the issue of scarcity of
drinking water during dry spell to
meet the ever increasing demand, the
Chief Secretary instructed the con-
cerned officials and PRIs to identify
more water bodies/water sources to
find a permanent solution. He fur-
ther directed the officials of APWD
to prepare detailed action plan and
priority list in consultation with the
PRIs.

Regarding the issue of poor road
condition, the Chief Secretary in-
formed that the NHIDCL officials
have assured that they will complete
the critical stretch between Sitanagar
and Kalara Jn. within two months
time. He further informed that the
works taken up under PMGSY have
now been transferred to APWD and
the PRI members will be intimated
as soon as the road work is sanc-
tioned for their respective
Panchayats. On the issue of short-
age of LPG Cylinders, the Chief
Secretary said that the Administra-
tion will resolve the issue and efforts
are also on to increase the capacity
of the LPG Bottling Plant for a per-
manent solution.

Inspecting the Karmatang Beach
area where two eco-friendly resorts
are to be developed under the aegis

of NITI Aayog, the Chief Secre-
tary said, this will boost up
economy and generate ample
employment opportunity for local
youth of the area. At SLWM clus-
ter site at Rampur, the Chief Sec-
retary directed the DC N&M to
prepare a SOP for disposal of gar-
bage in a systematic manner to
maintain better sanitation in the
area.

The Chief Secretary also vis-
ited Govt. Senior Secondary
School Karmatang-10 and lauded
the exemplary efforts of the Prin-
cipal and teachers. He advised all
PRI members and officers to visit
the school to see for themselves
the way the school is beautified
and maintained.

Thereafter, the Chief Secre-
tary visited Mahatma Gandhi
Govt. College, Mayabunder and
garlanded the statue of the Father
of the Nation Mahatama Gandhi.
He also witnessed a cultural
programme in the College audi-
torium. While addressing the stu-
dents, the Chief Secretary urged
them to live a disciplined life and
contribute to the society after
completion of their studies. A&N
Islands will have its own Univer-
sity very soon, the Chief Secre-
tary disclosed. He further stated
that A&N Administration is fol-
lowing up the matter with UGC.
He also praised the entire College
fraternity and students for keep-

ing the college premise spic &
span.

This was followed by visit to
the Dr RP Hospital Mayabunder
during which the Chief Secretary
interacted with the doctors and
medical staff. He also visited the
under construction Multi Purpose
Hall at Mayabunder and directed
the officials to speed up the work
by increasing the manpower and
strive to complete the work by
December, 2022.

Later in the afternoon,
the Chief Secretary visited the STS
workshop and enquired about the
availability of spare parts for tak-
ing up repair works. He also in-
structed for installing GPS in buses
for better tracking and timely avail-
ability of bus service to commut-
ers. He inspected the Power Plant
at Panighat established by a Pvt.
Power generator firm from whom
the Electricity Department is pur-
chasing power on per Unit Cost
basis. The Chief Secretary also
visited PHC Tugapur where he in-
structed the authorities to take up
renovation of the PHC and create
a better ambience.

The Chief Secretary also
visited vegetable Garden devel-
oped under MGNREGA at Gram
Panchayat Chainpur and appreci-
ated the efforts of the Gram
Panchayat for growing vegetables
to achieve self sufficiency in food
security.

Online Fire Clearance.... fompage1

enable the business community to apply Fire Clearance from
anywhere, track the status of their application and receipt of FCC in
a time bound manner without any physical visit. Henceforth, all Govt./
private enterprises have been advised to submit their application/
request for seeking Fire Clearance Certificate (FCC) online, a press

release from SP(Fire) said.

[&% . Election Commission of India

" SPECIAL CAMP

Linking Voter ID with Aadhaar Card

DATE : 25 — 09 — 2022

AT ALL POLLING STATIONS (09:00 AM TO 05:00 PM)

T1] P
]
.

@ www.ceoandaman.nic.in

 m—m_
a7 \
g .'é/“\\ 1

(@) twitter.com/AndamanCeo  f facebook.com/andamanceo.portblair

Issued by : Chief Electoral Officer, A&N Islands

IR B1S Bl dlee Bis &
Jilciongal 3Tdee de
NVSP.IN 2t VHA APP onf

AADHAARy voterportal.eci.gov.in oz

Advt ID: 9072, 2022/MediaRelease/703

Training on Waste
Management in Agri. &
Allied Sector gets underway

Port Blair, Sept. 20

The Secretary (Agri), A&N Administration, Shri
Pankaj Kumar, IAS inaugurated a four days off Campus
training programme on ‘Waste Management in Agri.&
Allied Sectors’ for the officers of Agriculture and allied
Departments of A&N Islands today in the Conference Hall
of Directorate of Agriculture, Haddo. The programme is
being organized by Extension Education Institute, PJTSU,
Hyderabad in association with Department of Agriculture,
A&N Administration. Speaking on the occasion, the
Secretary (Agri.) motivated the participants to participate
actively and acquire the scientific knowledge through
agricultural waste management training programme, for
its effective implementation in the field. Since agriculture
is on a large scale, the agricultural wastes generated cannot
be ignored and proper care has to be taken to decompose
it through the agricultural waste management programme.

The Joint Director (Agri.), HQ, Dr (Smti) Chanda
Srivastava stressed upon the need of such training for
extension functionaries of scheme implementing
Departments while Dr 1. Sreenivasa Rao, Senior Professor,
EEI briefed about the course contents of the training &
insisted for transfer of knowledge & skills learned for the
benefit of farming community. Dr. R. Vasantha, Professor,
EEI proposed the vote of thanks.

Altogether, 30 officers from Agriculture & Allied
Departments i.e. Department of Animal Husbandry &
Veterinary Services, Fisheries and Rural Development are
participating in the training programme, a press release
from Directorate of Agriculture said.

A&N Islands... tompps

The programme which was attended among others by
the Member of Parliament, Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma,
Adhyaksha, ZPSA, Smti Pramila Kumari, Chairperson,
PBMC, Smti U. Kavitha, Senior officers of A&N Admin-
istration, PRI members and general public concluded with
the vote of thanks proposed by the Secretary (RD/PRIs),
A&N Administration, Shri Suneel Anchipaka, IAS.

A video on implementation of Swachh Bhrat Mission
(ODF+) and Jal Shakti Abhiyan in A&N Islands were also
screened on the occasion.

Earlier, the Union Jal Shakti Minister arrived to a warm
welcome. He was received at the airport by the Chief Sec-
retary, A&N Administration, Shri Keshav Chandra, IAS,
senior officers from A&N Administration, representative
from political parties and PRI members. Soon after ar-
rival, the Minister visited Calicut Gram Panchayat, where
he inspected the Amrit Sarovar, IHHL site, compositing
of organic wastes, ‘Green House’ created in the farm of P.
Pachaimuthu, a beneficiary of the Gol schemes. While
interacting with the beneficiary, the Minister enquired
about his well being and asked him whether he was able
to enhance his income availing these schemes. The ben-
eficiary informed the Minister that he has received good
support from the concerned Departments through which
he not only increased farm activities but also earning hand-
somely.

Thereafter, the Minister visited the Solid Waste Man-
agement Cluster at Beodnabad and saw for himselfits func-
tioning. The PRI members informed the Minister that solid
waste management is being effectively implemented in
their Panchayat which has not only helped them to keep
their Panchayats Swatchch but it has also generated em-
ployment to the residents of the area.

Later in the evening, the Minister also visited the Na-
tional Memorial Cellular Jail.
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Environment Ministry’s Panel shows green flag for project worth

.‘& i /‘

Port Blair, Sept. 17

The prestigious project of
holistic development of Great
Nicobar Island (GNI) will trans-
form the Island into a hub of port
led development. The GNI
project has been conceived
based on the principles of Sus-
tainable Development wherein
the ecological, economic and
social factors have been given
due consideration at every stage.
Considering the national impor-
tance of the project in view of
the security, socio economic
benefit and strategic location of
transhipment terminal, the Govt.
of India has conceived the
project at an estimated cost of
Rs. 72,622 crores after careful
consideration of environmental
status of Great Nicobar Island.

A report by Economic Times
(ET) and Business Standard (BS)
stated that the Environment
Ministry’s panel has cleared
project to construct a Greenfield
International Airport, an Interna-
tional Container Transhipment
Terminal, a Township and Power
plant in Great Nicobar Island.
The Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee (EAC) consisting of few gov-
ernment officials, mostly subject
experts and eminent scientists
from various fields of Environ-
ment, Pollution control, Ground
water, Road research, ocean
technology, infrastructure, Power
amongst others, after extensive
rounds of deliberations and
meetings recommended grant of
Environmental and Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) Clear-
ance for the project in its meet-
ing held on 22.08.2022 —
23.08.2022. A series of meetings
and deliberations including for
Terms of Reference (ToR) for

Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) and EAC were held
from March 2021 and finally
concluded in August 2022 be-
fore the recommendation for
grant of Environmental and CRZ
clearance by the EAC for GNI
project.

The ET and BS report further
said, “The Indian Ocean Region
(IOR) in general and the Indian
Ocean in particular has turned
into a strategic hotspot in recent
years. In response to the increas-
ing strategic value of this IOR, a
critical mass of development in
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands is necessary for strength-
ening India’s regional presence”.
The Great Nicobar Island also
represents a significant eco-
nomic development opportunity
as the main east-west shipping
route that links East Asian ex-
ports with the Indian Ocean,
Suez Canal and Europe runs just
to the south of this Island, it said.
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“By building a container port in
this location, India can partici-
pate more fully in the global ship-
ping trade” and generate lakhs of
new job, the report said. Other
countries like Mayanmar, China
and Sri Lanka were gearing upto
develop deep water facilities for
taking a major share of trade by
developing suitable harbour fa-
cilities and it is therefore impera-
tive that India should do the
same, the report contended.
Great Nicobar Island is consid-
ered perfect as a site as it is equi-
distant from Colombo, Port
Klang and Singapore and is also
very close to the East-West In-
ternational corridor.

Out 0of 910 sq. km of Great
Nicobar Island, only 166.10 sq.
km of area is proposed for de-
velopment which is approxi-
mately 18% of the total area.
Remaining area of 82% will stay
covered under Protected Forest,
two National Parks, Eco Sensi-
tive Zones and Biosphere Re-
serve and managed for conser-
vation of biodiversity at ecosys-
tem, species and genetic levels.
The total forest area to be di-
verted out of 166.10 Sq. Km.
including deemed forest is
130.75 Sq. Km. Remaining
project area of 35.35 Sq. Km. lies
inthe Revenue area. About.50 %
of the total forest area to be di-
verted forming 65.99 Sq. Km.
will be reserved as green area and
no tree felling is envisaged here.

In the remaining forest area
to be diverted, felling of trees is
proposed in a phased manner
over a period of 30 years. Fur-
ther, Compensatory Afforesta-
tion is proposed to be carried out
as per the guidelines of Ministry
of Environment, Forest & Cli-

Rs.72 622 crores for holistic development of Great Nicobar Island

mate Change (MoEF&CC) for
diversion of forest land.

ET report further said, “ EAC
has mandated specific conserva-
tion and management plan and
high funding for the endemic
species, Mangroves and Coral
and other fauna besides several
other caveats”. EAC said three
independent committees will be
set up: one to oversee pollution
related matters, another on
biodiversity and the third to over-
see welfare and issues related to
Shopmen and Nicobarese tribes.
Accordingly, an EIA has been
undertaken for preparation of
conservation and management
plan to have minimal environ-
mental and social impact due to
the project. The exhaustive En-
vironmental Management plan
will be put in place and moni-
tored on a regular basis. Accord-
ingly, Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), Salim Ali Centre for Or-
nithology & Natural History
(SACON), Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI), Botanical Survey of
India (BSI) have been entrusted
byA & N Administration for
preparation of conservation/miti-
gation plans for bio-diversity in-
cluding leatherback turtles,
megapode, crocodile, etc. Con-
servation and protection of
Nicobar macaque, robber crabs,
endemic birds, mangroves, giant
clamsand other endemic flora
and fauna have been given due
consideration. Additionally, the
UT Administration is in the pro-
cess of notification of three Wild-
life Sanctuaries for Leatherback
Turtles in Little Nicobar (13.75
sq.km), Megapode in Menchal
(1.29 sq.km) and Corals in
Meroe Island (2.73 sq.km), for
conservation of these species.

DC (SA) holds...

held a meeting with all the
stakeholders for retails sale of
crackers.

The representatives of
Andaman and Nicobar Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industries
have been directed to coordi-
nate and submit the list of shop-
keepers willing for allotment of
temporary stalls. As per space
availability and past prece-
dence, it was decided that 50
stalls at ITF ground and 20
stalls at Bathubasti area may be
allowed to operate on receipt of
fire clearance certificate from
Fire Service Department.

The sale of crackers will be
done from ITF Stall and
Bathubasti area from
20.10.2022 to 22.10.2022 and

from page-1

from 23.10.2022 to0 24.10.2022
between 1000 hrs to 2100 hrs.

The Deputy Commissioner,
South Andaman further advised
the dealer community to ensure
and promote the storage and sale
of green fire crackers as per the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
guidelines and advised for strict
adherence of the licencing ca-
pacity for storage of fire crack-
ers and to prevent illegal/unau-
thorized import and sale of for-
eign origin fireworks during the
festive season and also to pre-
vent import and sale of banned
fireworks. On receipt of reports
regarding any deviation strict
action shall be initiated against
them under the Explosive Rules,
2008.
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