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Thought for today

What causes the most
pain the mistake or
the criticism for the

mistake?

See... Page 02

02 new +ve cases detected,
over 3.68 lakh inoculated

Media
briefing on
COVID-19

See... Page 02

See... Page 02

Port B lair, Sept 3: After southw est
monsoon hit these islands, residents in the
city  are back to dealing w ith the annual
headache of damages to roads  and
numerous potholes emerging on the city
roads here. Ex perts from the construction
industry  claim that departm ents  mainly
APWD and Municipal Council hav e, ov er
the y ears,  hav e failed to focus on m inor
aspects such as av oiding ov erheating of
bi tum en w hile lay  roads, prov ision of
sur face drainage and use of quality  and
unadul terated mix  for roads that could
el iminate the problem rec urr ing ev ery
y ear during heav y  rains and guarantee
better commute for road users.

A s pot s urv ey  by  th is
Corres pondent rev ealed that almost a ll
the arter ial  roads  in the ci ty  hav e been
left in a bad shape since the onset of
monsoon this y ear forcing commuters to
suffer bumpy  rides, accidents  and traffic
jams. T he road stretch betw een Golghar
Junction,  Dai ry farm  and Bhathu Basti
located les s than 3. 5 km s aw ay  from
the c iv ic  headquarters,  w as  found to
hav e potholes  of v ary ing s iz es . The
s ituation w as  no di fferent on the road
betw een Goal Ghar and Delanipur and
in m any  other parts of the city . While  the
agencies claim to spend lakhs of rupees
on annual m aintenanc e of roads ,

comm uters continue to lead a miserable
li fe struggl ing to  sai l through potholed
roads during rains  here.

Sameer Sen, a resident of Haddo,
w ho commutes daily  for w ork on his tw o-
w heeler ,  say s , “ People w ho r ide
motorcy cles are w orst affected due to the
craters that emerge on the roads dur ing
rains. Bad roads are responsible for more
strain on the spinal c ord w ith  long-term
health risks . It also affects  the v ehic le
and motorists are forced to shell out money
from the hard-earned income on getting
them repaired.”

 ”Some potholes on  the ci ty  roads
seem innocuous at first, but many  of them

are deep enough to cause a mishap.  It
becomes a nightmare trav elling along the
battered stretches of the city  ev ery  y ear
here. There has also been a spurt in reports
of mishaps w hich occurred because of the
potholes recently. Though the gov ernment
agencies claim to use the latest technology
for maintenance of roads, the construction
mater ial  giv es aw ay  at the s lightest
pressure w hich is ev ident in the early  day s
of this rainy  spell. T he authorities  should
take immediate steps to undertake repairs
of the battered roads in the city  besides
taking measures to construct roads capable
of enduring the test of the monsoon,”  said
another resident of the city.

:: Gurudas Biswas ::
Bil liground, Sept 3: Shr i

Manojit Halder, President, Betapur
Bloc k C ongres s C om m ittee,
Billiground under N & M Andaman
has drawn the attention towards the
sighting of crocodiles in the nallah
in betw een Korang Nalla Bridge to
Pinak iNagar Br idge (near GMS
Billiground). He s tated that in the
past few day s many  of the people
notic ed som e c roc odi les  near
Korang N alla Br idge to Pinaki
Nagar Bridge for the general people
of Korang Nallah, Kamalapur. Jaipur
& PinakiNagar are in panic as the
residents hav e av oided to use the

Crocodile sighting near
nallah in between
Korang Nalla to

PinakiNagar Bridge;
residents in panic

w ater of nallah for their domestic
uses. People cros s this nal lah to
minimize their journey  to home of
Kamalapur PinakiNagar-I & II but
due to sudden movement of the w ild
crocodiles people are fear ing to
cross the nallah as crocodiles hav e
attack ed domestic animals in the
past.

On 31st August 2021, Shri.
S. Mookaiah of Korang Nallah and
Shri Bipul Halder of Pinaki Nagar-
I saw  three crocodiles moving near
Korang Nallah Bridge. Mr. Manojit
Halder request to DFO the w ild
crocodiles to a safety  zone for the
betterment for the general people and
to av oid any  kinds of unex pected
incidents.

Passengers stranded at mainland due to high airfare
MP demands passenger ship from Chennai

and Kolkata to bring back islanders
Port Blair, Sept 3: The Member of Parliament

of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharma today  dem anded to operate pas senger
v essel betw een Chennai – Port Blair and Kolkata-
Port Blair sectors to bring back Islanders, w ho are
stranded at mainland due to high airfare. In a letter
addressed to the Chief Secretary, the Member of
Parliament mentioned that many Islanders stranded
in Chennai and Kolkata hav e informed him that due
to high airfare betw een Chennai-Port Bla ir and
Kolkata- Port Blair sectors, they are unav ailable to
reach Port Blair from Mainland India. He mentioned
that w hen cross-checked by  MP office staffs, it
has been found that the airfare from Chennai to Port
Blair, in the month of September, ranges from
Rs.8000-Rs .29,000. Sim ilarly  airfare betw een
Kolkata and Port Blair, in the month of September,

ranges from Rs . 10, 000-R s. 28,000, w hich is
unaffordable for a lot of people, especially  people
from low -income groups and Islanders, w ho hav e
gone to the mainland for medical treatment.

The MP pointed out that in absence of a
mainland passenger v essel from mainland these
stranded Islanders can’t av ail ship journey  for Port
Blair.   For  them  stay ing bac k in Mainland and
w aiting for airfare is also impossible, as, living cost
per day  in the mainland for a  low -income group
family  is bey ond their budget.  Considering their
genuine problems , the Member of Parl iament
reques ted the Chief Sec retary  to operate a
passenger v essel from Chennai to Port Blair and
Kolkata to Port Bla ir, so that these Islanders can
reach Port Blair safely  by  buy ing ship tickets, w hich
are cheaper and affordable for them.

Doctors
speak at

DDK
Port Blair, Aug 3:

Doordarshan Kendra, Port
Blair will telecast a do ctors

speak Live Phone in
Programme on the Topic:

“NATIONAL NUTRITION
WEEK” on 06/09/2021,

Monday from 17:00 to 1800
hrs. In this Programme Dr.

Deepty  Nauriyal, ANIIMS
will be the Expert.  Viewers

can p articipate in this LIVE
Phone-in programme on the

topic by dialling 244745 /
9476046367.

Port Blair, Aug 3: Tw o new
positiv e cases of COVID-19 hav e
been detected on Friday. Among 666
passengers, w ho arriv ed here in
four flights on Thursday, tw o tested
positiv e for the infection. A total of
687 passengers arrived here in four
flights on Friday. RT-PCR tests w ere
conducted on them and the results
w ill be av ailable tomorrow . None of
the 287 passengers bound for the
North and Middle Andaman district
tested positiv e for the infection at
Ferrargunj today , in formed Mr
Kam les h Kumar,  Di rec tor  of
Information, Publicity  and Tourism.

At the daily  press briefing, Mr
Kumar informed that all the activ e

cases of COVID-19 in these islands
are undergoing treatment at COVID
Care facilities in South Andaman
including one at GB Pant Hospital
in ox y gen support. “A total of 161
persons w ere tested at Mohanpura,
180 at Phoenix  Bay  and 07 at the
helicopter terminal and all tested
negativ e for the infection. A total of
221 doses of COVID-19 v accines
w ere administered at JNRM  on
Friday  of w hich 187 w ere in the
age group of 18 plus,”  informed Mr
Kumar.

M ore than 3. 68 lak h
benefic iar ies  hav e been
v accinated so far in these islands.
Ov er 2.61 lakh beneficiaries hav e

receiv ed the fi rst dose of the
v accine and around 1,06,848
benefic iar ies  hav e been
administered both the doses. More
than 1,47,855 eligible people in the
age group of 18 to 44 y ears hav e
been v accinated till date. A total of
494555 samples hav e been sent
for  tes ts  at the des ignated
laboratories of w hich reports  of
494555 have been receiv ed taking
the rate of testing to 1236388 per
million. The administration is taking
all necessary  steps to contain the
spread of the disease and people
are requested to follow  COVID
Appropriate Behav iour, the media
w as informed.

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Port Blair, Sep 03: The students of

Dr. BR Ambedkar Institute of Technology
(DBRAIT), Port Blair ex pressed gratitude
for reopening of hostels for the students.
The offline practical and theory  ex ams
w ere scheduled from 2nd Sep 2021 but
the hostels w ere c losed dow n due to
COVID-19 regulations. Now  the college
administration allow ed to reopen the
hostels and permitted the students to stay
in the hostels. Earlier The Andaman
Ex press on 26th Sep, 2021 carried this
matter  as “DBRAIT  students demand
reopening of hostels; authorities aw aits
approv al from competent authority ” .

DBRAIT students expressed
gratitude for reopening of hostels

Awareness prog on menstrual hygiene

Port B la i r,  Aug 3:  T he
Andam an & Nic obar  State
Cooperativ e Bank Ltd., Port Blair
and N ABARD, Regional Office,
Port Blair has jointly  organised
Aw arenes s  Program me on
Menstrual Hy giene Sponsored by
NAB Foundation,  M um bai on
03rd September,  2021  at  Swaraj
Youth Club, Haddo.

Shri. K. Murugan, Managing
Director, A& N State Cooperativ e
Bank Ltd., w as the chief guest on

the occas ion in presence of Smti.
Sangeeta Chand, Dy. Education
Officer,  South Andaman, Sm ti.
Sujatha Sharm a, M anager ,
NABARD, Sm ti. Shaban Banu,
Asst. M anager, NABARD, Smti.
Elg in M ary,  GSSS gi rls,  Smti.
Dw ipa Bisw as, GSSS Delanipur,
Dr. Shirlej Peter  and Dr.  Amrita
Burma, Port  Bla ir  from AN IIMS,
Bank officials and SHG members
attended the programme.

At the outset, Smti. E lizebth

Mary,  Sr. Manager, A&N StCB,
Por t Blair w elc omed the Chief
Guest and other dignitaries.

Smti. Sangeeta Chand, Dy.
Education Officer, South Andaman
has that the Education Department,
A&N Administration also introduces
Health & Hy giene  program me in
the middle and secondary  schools.
She further informed that the school
of A&N Is lands  are procuring
s ani tary  pad s o that SHGs

Port Blair, Aug 3: The new ly
formed Andaman and N icobar
Bhojpuri Samaaj celebrated its first
Raising Day  on 31 August 2021.
The celebration w as organised at
Saras w ati  Shis hu M andi r

Vaccination
drive continuing
smoothly in ANI

Po rt B la ir, Au g
3:  The vaccina tion  drive  is
continu ing smoothly  in A&N
Islands. As per data available,
a  to ta l o f 3 ,  6 8 ,
132 beneficiaries have been
vaccina ted so  far in A& N
Isla nd s,  ou t o f th e ta rget
beneficia ries o f 2 , 81 , 6 03
(a pprox.).  A total of 19 40
p eo ple  were va ccina ted
yesterd ay in A&N Islands. A
total o f 1, 47, 855 eligible
people in the a ge group of 18
to  44  yea rs h a ve b een
vaccina ted till dated  02-09-
2021. 1314 beneficiaries were
vaccinated in South Andaman
District, ou t of which  9 24
beneficiaries were in the age
g ro up  o f 18 -4 4  yea rs.
Sim ilarly, 6 14 b eneficiaries
were va ccinated in North &
Middle Andaman District out
of which 363 beneficiaries were
in the age grou p of 18-44. 12
beneficiaries were vaccinated
in Nicobar District, out of which
4 beneficiaries were in the age
group of 18-44 years.

Central
Universities-

Common
Entrance Test

(CU-CET): Last
date nearing
National Testing Agency  (NTA)

has  ex tended the last date for
applying for the Central Univ ersities-
Common Entrance Test (CU-CET)
2021. Applications can be submitted
online at https:// cucet.nta.n ic.in/
 latest by  11.50 pm on September
5.  Payment  of  fee  onl ine  and
correction in the particulars can be
done online ti ll  11.50 pm  on
September 6. National  Testing
Agency  (NTA) has decided to
conduct ex amination at Port Blair,
Andam an and N ic obar  and
Kasaragod, Kera la, besides the
ex isting centres. Candidates w ho
hav e a lready  s ubmi tted the ir
application forms can change the city
w hen the correction period is open.

Raising Day celebration
of A&N Bhojpuri Samaaj

Prorthrapur, and limited number of
guests w ere inv ited in v iew  of the
prev ailing C ov id si tuation.  The
function started w ith lighting of lamps
follow ed by  a tw o minute silence to
pay  homage to those who hav e lost

their liv es during the past one y ear.
Dr.   A  K  Shukla  Vice  Pres ident
w elcom ed the gathering and Shri
Di lip Kum ar Pandey , General
Secretary  gav e a detailed account
of the objectiv es and activ ities of
the Bhojpuri Samaaj. To motiv ate
and inv olv e the y oung generation,
Ess ay  c ompetition and Poetry
competition w as held and the
w inning Students w ere giv en a
chance to read their articles . Shri
Jagdish Naray an Rai and Dr  AK
Shukla recited poems w ritten by
them.  Bhajan m andali  o f
Pror thrapur. presented Bhojpuri
Geet. In his pres idential address

Best Wishes  from...
Mr. K.Ganeshan,  Ex. Chairpers on - PBMC & Mrs. Laxmi Ganeshan,  Chief Editor,  Andaman Kural

P. Vinoth, B.E. (Mech)
S/o Shri N Palraj PBMC

Driver & Smti P. Pandiammal
R/o Prem Nagar

S. Priya, B.Sc., B.Ed.
D/o Shri D. Samsan
Elec.Dept. Driver &

Smti S. Kirupa R/o Rangat

HC directs Delhi
govt, police to

reduce number of
Afghans protesting

outside UNHCR
Delhi High Court on Friday

directed the Delhi gov ernment and
Delhi police to ensure that the number
of Afghan nationals protesting the
outside of the office of United Nations
of High Commissioner on refugees
in Vasant Vihar is ‘suitably  reduced’
and they  strictly  follow ed COVID-
19 norms. Meanw hile the Union
home ministry  has said that Indian
Visa or stay  stipulation period of
foreign nationals stranded in India has
now  been ex tended til l  30th
September. The Ministry further said,
that Afghan nationals already in India
on any  category of v isa w ill be
granted ex tension under guidelines
issued separately for them.
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EDITORIAL
Syed Geelani had his

moment in politics
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, who passed away in Srinagar

aged 92,  was one of  Jammu and Kashmir’s  tal lest
separatis t leaders who believed that the Valley’s dest iny
was linked to P akistan. If  that defined his  polit ical v ision,  it
bl inded him as well.  For,  his endorsement  of the two-
nat ion theory that considered religious identit y as the basis
of statehood was and, to this day, remains antithetical to
the very idea of a plural democracy.  His intrans igent,
intractable v iews could draw crowds of supporters but
they also glaringly  revealed the narrow l imits  of separat ist
politics in J&K . Geelani’s  hardline and maximalist agenda
— the merger of J&K with Pakistan — allowed lit tle scope
for any negotiated settlement that factored in the ground
reality of a territ orial dispute involving two nuclear-armed
nation s tates.  Moreover, by providing political cover to
violence and terror aided and abet ted by Islamabad, he
failed the people he claimed to represent.

And, yet like most things in the Valley, there was a
paradox.  Geelani started his  polit ical career as a
stakeholder in electoral politics — he was thrice MLA  in
the J&K  A ssembly.  His  dis il lusionment  with electoral
democracy after the rigged 1987 elections was the moral
weapon that he, very effectively, used against  the political
mainstream.  However,  it  also ended up demonis ing
mainstream politics  itself, set off  a violent milit ancy and,
eventually, marginalised the Hurriyat  Conference, a
platform of separatist s he once led. He denounced then
Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf  for mooting a plan
to settle the J&K issue and exhorted the Valley to embark
on a path of hartals and stone-pelt ing. His st rike calendars
disrupted normal li fe in the Valley while his own family
lived a relatively sheltered existence. Governments for
long indulged him by providing security, al lowing him to
travel to Delhi f or meetings with P akistan’s  diplomats,
medical t reatment and so on.

When the political terrain shifted in 2014, Geelani
found himself in the margins. A hard state has s ince read
down Article 370 and diminished J&K to a UT, his  brand of
politics is subject to the law of rapidly diminishing returns.
Geelani had his moment in the late 1990s and 2000s but
he lacked the expansive v ision to seize it. The Indian state
outwitted him and his beloved Pakis tan moved on to new
assets. In a way, the Valley’s head hardliner scripted his
own polit ical obituary.

  04.09.2021     Saturday      Port BlairThe  Andaman  Express02

RELIANCE AIMS TO BRING DOWN COST OF
HYDROGEN UNDER $1 PER KG: AMBANI

Reliance Industries will by 2030
create or enable capacity to generate
at least 100 gigawatts of electricity from
renewable sources, whic h can be
convert ed in to c arbon-free green
hydrogen, its chairman Mukesh Ambani
said Friday as he outlined a 1-1-1 vision
to bring down the cost of hydrogen to
under USD 1 per 1 kg in one decade.

The f ocus  on generating
electricity from renewable sources of
energy such as solar and wind -will help
cut carbon emissions in the world's
third-largest greenhouse gas emitter.

The sam e elect ric it y, when
converted into green hydrogen, can
replace petrol and diesel in automobiles
and other fuels in the industry, helping
cut down on the use of fossil fuels,
carbon emissions and reduce import
dependence.

Speaking at the International
Climate Summit 2021, India''s richest
man said Reliance will pursue the target
of bringing down the cost of making
green hydrogen to under USD 2 per kg
initially and ultimately to bring it down
to under USD 1 per kg in a decade.

Green hydrogen produced with
renewable resources costs between
about USD 3 per kg and USD 6.55 a
kg. With abundant sunlight, India can
generate over 1,000 GW of solar energy
on just 0.5 per cent of landmass, he
said, adding that the nation has already
achieved the 100 GW of installed
renewable energy capacity and the
target of 175 GW by December 2022 is
now well within sight.

Further, the nation is targeting 450
GW of renewable energy by 2030.

"Green Hydrogen is zero-carbon
energy. It is the best and cleanest source
of energy, which can play a fundamental
role in the world''s decarbonisation
plans," he said.

Hydrogen is the latest buzz for
meeting the world''s energy needs.
Being the cleanest form of energy, it
can be produced from a variety of
resources , s uch as nat ural  gas,
biomass, and renewable power like solar
and wind. It can be used in cars, in
houses, for portable power and in many
more applications.

Green hydrogen is derived from
water electrolysis using renewable
energy such as solar or wind.

Ambani said hydrogen has a high

gravimetric energy density and can be
reconverted into electricity and heat
with zero emissions.

"Although the costs of hydrogen
from electrolysis today are high, they
are expected to fall significantly in the
coming years. New technologies are
emerging for hydrogen storage and
transportation, which will dramatically
reduce the cost of distribution," he said.

He said efforts are on globally to
make green hydrogen most affordable
fuel option by bringing down its cost to
initially under USD 2 per kg.

"Let  me as sure you all that
Reliance will aggressively pursue this
target and achieve it well before the
turn of this decade," he said. "I am
sure that India can set even more
aggressive target of achieving under

USD 1 per kg within a decade."
This, according to him, will make

India the first country globally to achieve
USD 1 per 1 kilogram in 1 decade - the
1-1-1 target for green hydrogen.

Calling climate change the most
daunting chal lenge facing human
civilisation that can threaten the very
existenc e of  life  on t he p lanet  if
uncontrolled, Ambani said the only
option is rapid transition to a new era of
green, clean and renewable energy.

India, he said, is determined to
achieve "azadi" (independence) from
dependence on fossi l energy  and
become “aatmanirbhar” (self-reliant) in
new and renewal energy.

India spends USD 160 billion
every year on import oil and gas to
meet its energy needs. And its energy
needs will only grow.

"Al though India'' s per  capita
energy consumption and emissions are
less than half the global average, we
are the world''s third-largest emitter of
greenhouse gases," he said. "Because
climate change is a global problem, the
clean energy transition calls for the
widest possible global cooperation in
technology development, investments
and fair market access."

Outl in ing t he o il -to-t elec om
conglomerate''s clean energy plans, he
said Reliance has already  started
developing the green energy complex
in J amnagar  in  Gujarat wit h an
investment of Rs 75,000 crore.

"Last year, I had announced our
am bit ious com mitment to  make

Reliance a net carbon zero company
by 2035. This year, I presented our
strategy and roadmap for the new
energy business, which will be the next
big ''value creation engine'' for Reliance
and India.

"We have started developing the
Dhirubhai Ambani Green Energy Giga
Complex over 5,000 acres in Jamnagar.
It will be amongst the largest integrated
renew able energy m anufact uring
facilities in the world. This complex will
have four Giga Factories, which cover
the entire s pectrum of renew able
energy," he said.

The f our  Giga fac tor ies  wi ll
include an integrated solar photovoltaic
module factory, an advanced energy
storage battery factory, an electrolyser
factory for the production of Green
Hydrogen, and a fuel cell factory for
converting hydrogen into motive and
stationary power.

"Over the next three years, we
will invest Rs 75,000 crore in these
initiatives. Reliance will thus create and
offer a fully integrated, end-to-end
renewables energy ecosystem to India
and Indians," he said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has set the goal to reach
450 GW of renewable energy capacity
by 2030. Out of this, Reliance will
establish and enable at least 100 GW
of solar energy by 2030, he stated.

This, he said, will create a pan-
India network of kilowatt and megawatt-
scale solar energy producers who can
produce green hy drogen for local
consumption.

Awareness prog on.. from... Page 01
mem bers  may  registered their
names in the Education Department
so that through SHG m embers
department will procure.

Shri.  K Murugan, Managing
Director, A & N State Cooperativ e
Bank Ltd., in his key note address
informed that the product “sanitary
pad”  is one and only  product of the
Islands  w hich w ill ex hibit and
m arket the produc t through

Ex hibition cum sales counter. He
further informed that the automatic
pressure machine w ill be prov ide
to SHGs m embers w here  there
w ork will be complete on time and
bank will bring new  android app to
market the products.

The programme ended w ith
v ote of thanks proposed by  Shri.
Puspa Rani, Sr.  Manager ,WDC,
ANStCB Ltd.

Raising Day celebration.. from... Page 01
Siri Bhanu Pratap Yadav  ex pressed
that there is imm inent need to re-
establish our ow n traditional culture
and shall learn from the mistakes
from  history  w hich caused the
decline and degradation of our Rich
Culture and Her itage.  He also
ex pressed that Bhojpuri Samaaj is
not bounded by  s tate boundaries
and considers all Bhojpurians as its
members w hether from any  state of
the country  or from other nations. It
is a broader concept as Bhojpuri
language is being spoken in almost
all the states of the country  as w ell

as many  foreign countries. He also
highlighted that Bhojpuri Samaaj will
prov ide platform and facilities to all
needy  Bhojpurians  and Would
extend financial support to the needy
students  for  higher  education
including reserv ation of more seats
in professional colleges in v arious
s tates  of the country.  Dr
Upendranath Chaudhary  proposed
the v ote of thanks and assured that
w ith the cooperation of people of
Andaman Nicobar Islands, the
Bhojpuri Samaaj  w ill scale new
heights in the coming years.

Port Blair, 3rd Sep, 2021: There
w ere 15-lakh few er job opportunities
in August as compared to July 2021
in the country , Mahesh Vy as,
Managing Director (MD), Centre for
M oni tor ing Ind ian Ec onom y
(CMIE), told media. ‘’This decline
in job opportunities in August is
mainly  because of decline in job
opportuni ties  in  the agric ulture
sector, added Mr Vy as. The latest
data from the independent think-tank
body  h ighlighted  that the national
unemployment rate jumped to 8.32
per cent last month from 6.96 per
cent in July. 

T he c om ments  from the
industry leader come at a time w hen
the country ’s ec onomic activ ity

“15 Lakh Less Jobs In
August v/s July”: CMIE

registered a rebound in the first
quarter of the current fiscal, w ith the
gross domestic produc t (GDP)
rising 20.1 per cent, how ev er, the
job market is still struggling.

Urban unemploy ment rose to
9.78 per cent in August from 8.3 per
cent in J uly  and 10.07 per cent in
June 2021, according to CMIE data.
The urban unemploy ment rate w as
7.27 per cent in March, just before
the s econd w av e of COVID-19
pandem ic hit the country. Rural
unemploy ment also jumped to 7.64
per cent in August from 6. 34 per
cent in July, primarily  due to low
sow ing during the kharif s eason,
according to CMIE data.

At least eight states across the

country  including Delhi, Hary ana,
and Rajasthan, are still reporting
double-d ig i t unem ploy m ent
rates.  At 35.7 per cent, Hary ana
had the highest unemployment rate
in August, follow ed by  Rajasthan at
26.7 per cent, Jharkhand at 16 per
cent, Bihar and Jammu & Kashmir
each at 13.6 per  cent. National
c apita l   Delh i   regis tered  an
unemploy ment rate of 11.6 per cent
last month. The Reserv e Bank of
India (RBI), w hich has maintained
an acc om modativ e s tanc e to
support the economy, projected
an annual grow th of 9.5 per cent in
the current fisca l 2021-22 - same
as estimated by  the International
Monetary  Fund for India.

Mumbai, 3rd Sep, 2021: The
Indian equity  benchmarks closed
at record highs for  y et another
session powered by  a rally  in index
heav y w eight Reliance Industries,
w hich rose the most in ov er three
months, to close at an all-time high
of ¹    2,390.  Surge  in  Reliance
Industries shares contributed 280
points tow ards the Sensex . The
Sensex  rose as much as 342
points  to hit an all-time h igh of
58, 194.79 and Nifty  50 index
touched record high of 17,340.10.

The Sensex  adv anced 277
points to close at an all-time high of
58,129.95 and Nifty 50 index  rose
89 points to clos e record h igh of
17,324. “ If Nifty 50 index  sustains
abov e the lev el of 17,200-17,250,
the m ark et is  l ik e ly  to  gain
momentum, leading to an upside
projec tion till 17,400-17,450. The
momentum indicators like RSI and
M ACD are pos i tiv e further
strengthening a short-term bullish
outlook for the markets,”  said Ashis
Bisw as ,  Head of Tec hnic a l

Sensex, Nifty Close at
Record Highs Powered By

Gains In Reliance Industries
Res earc h at CapitalVia Global
Research. Ten of 15 sector gauges
compi led by  the National Stock
Ex change ended higher led by  the
Nifty  Oil & Gas index ’s 2. 5 per
cent gain. Consumer Durables,
Realty, M etal, Media and Auto

indices also rose ov er 1 per cent
each.  On the other hand, Nifty
Financial Serv ices, FMCG, Bank
and Pr iv ate Bank  indices c losed
low er. Mid- and small-cap shares
also w itnessed buy ing interest as
Nifty  Midcap 100 index  ros e 0.5
per cent and Nifty  Smallcap 100
index adv anced 0.41 per cent.

Relianc e Industries w as the
top Nifty  gainer, the stock rose 4.15
per cent a day  after the M ukesh
Ambani- led company  acqui red
controlling stake in Just Dial. With
today ’s surge in Reliance’s share
pr ic e i ts  mark et capital isation
crossed ¹  15 lakh crore. ONGC,
Coal India, Titan, Indian Oil, Hero
MotoCorp, Bharat Petroleum,
Eicher Motors, Bajaj Auto, Maruti
Suzuki, Tata Steel, Asian Paints
and Kotak Mahindra Bank also
rose betw een 1-4 per cent.

On the flipside, HDFC Life
fell 3.3 per cent to close at ¹  734
after the company  announced
acquisition of Ex ide Industries’ life
insurance business. Cipla, Bharti

Airtel, Hindustan Unilev er, HDFC,
HDF C Bank,  IndusInd Bank ,
UltraTech Cement, Tata Consumer
Products, Ax is Bank and Mahindra
& Mahindra w ere among the losers.

The ov erall market breadth
w as positiv e as 1,726 shares ended
higher w hile 1,474 closed low er on
the BSE.

NASA's newest Mars
rover snags 1st rock
sample for return

NASA' s new est
M ars rov er has
successfully collected its
fi rst roc k s ample for
return to Earth, after last
month's attempt came up
empty.

The Persev erance
rov er's chief engineer,
Adam Stelzner, called it
a perfect core sample.

"I've nev er been more happy
to see a hole in a rock," he tw eeted
Thursday.

A month ago, Persev erance
drilled into much softer roc k, and
the sample crumbled and didn't get
inside the titanium tube. The rov er
drov e a half-mile to a better sampling
spot to try  again. Team  members
analy zed data and pictures before
declaring success.

Pers ev erance arr iv ed in
February  at Mars ' Jezero C rater
believ ed to be the home of a lush
lakebed and riv er delta billions of
y ears ago  in search of rocks that
might hold ev idence of ancient life.
N ASA plans to  launc h m ore
spacecraft to retriev e the samples
c ol lected by  Persev erance;
engineers are hoping to return as
many  as three dozen samples in
about a decade.

Biological E gets nod for phase 2/3 clinical trial of
its Covid vaccine on children, adolescents

Ayush Ministry
launches

AYUSH AAPKE
DWAR

campaign
Tweeted by @AIRAyush Ministry

on Frida y launched the campaign
AYUSH AAPKE DWAR fro m mo re

tha n 45  loca tion s across the country.
The campaign aim s to d istrib ute

medicinal p lant sa plings to 75 lakh
households in on e year. The medicinal

plan ts inclu de Tejpa tta, Stevia,
Asho ka, Giloy, Ashwagan dha,

Lem ongrass, Tu lsi, S arpag andha and
Amla.

Minister of State for Ayush Dr.
Mahend ra Munjapa ra launched the

cam paign from Ayush  Bhawa n in New
Delh i by distributing medicinal plants

to  sta ff.  On  this o cca sion , Dr.
Munjapa ra appealed to adopt

med icinal plan ts an d take care of
these a s a p art of their family.

NEW DELHI: Bio logic al E has
receiv ed approv al for conducting phase
II/III hum an clinical trial o f Cov id-19
v accine candidate Corbev ax on children
abov e fiv e y ears and adolesc ents, the
Department of Biotechnology  (DBT) said
on Friday.

Corbev ax, an RBD protein sub-unit

v accine, has been dev eloped w ith support
from the Department of Biotechnology  and
i ts PSU  Biotec hnology  Industry
Research Assistance Council (BIRAC),
it said.

The approval of the Drugs Controller
General  of India (DCGI) for conducting
phas e III c om parator  s afety  and

immunogenicity  trial in adults came after
the Subject Ex pert Committee's  (SEC)
rev iew  of Phase I and II clinical  trials
data.

"Additionally,  Bio logical E also
receiv ed approv al on 01.09.2021 to initiate
Phase II/III study  to ev aluate safety,
reac togenic i ty ,  to lerabi l i ty  and
immunogenicity  of Corbev ax  v accine
in children and adolescents," the DBT
said.

Mahima Datla, Managing Director,
Bio logic a l E.  Lim ited,  s a id thes e
approv als  w ould help suppor t its
subsequent filings with the World Health
Organization (WHO) as w ell.

So far indigenous ly  dev eloped
Zy dus Cadila' s needle- free Cov id-19
v ac c ine Z y C oV-D has  rec eiv ed
emergency  use authorisation from  the
drug regulator, making it the first v accine
to be administered in the age group of
12-18 y ears in  the country.

The DCGI in Ju ly  had granted
permission to the Serum Institute of India
(SII) for conducting phase 2/3 trials  of

Covov ax  on children aged 2 to 17 y ears
w ith certain conditions.

The dev elopment of Corbevax  was
s uppor ted by  the Departm ent of
Biotec hnology  and i ts  PSU
Biotechnology  Indus try  R es earc h
As sistance C ounc il  (BIRAC) from
preclinical stage to phase III clinical
studies, the DBT said. "We look forw ard
to the clinical dev elopment of candidate
Corbev ax  for paediatric  and adults,”
DBT secretary  Renu Sw arup said. Datla
said, “We are delighted to receive these
signific ant approv als from the DC GI.
T hes e approv als  enc ourage our
organisation to mov e forw ard and
suc cess fully  produce our C ov id-19
v accine to meet the v accination needs.

“We are grateful to BIRAC for their
support and w e are enthused that these
approv als  w ould help support our
subsequent fi lings  w ith  WHO as w ell.
We apprec iate and acknow ledge the
contribution of al l our  collaborators for
the i r  c ontinued s uppor t in  th is
endeav our," Datla said.
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ITBP Recruitment 2021,
Apply 65 Constable

Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP  Recruitment 2021 | C onstable P ost |  65 Vacancies |  Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply  Online @ itbpolice.nic. in ITB P Recruitment 2021: Indo-
Tibetan B order P olice Force has issued the recruitment notification for the post
of C onstable (General Duty) under Sports Quota in the S ports disciplines.  The
ITBP  inv ites both Male & Female candidates for fil ling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for G roup ’C ’ posts.  These v acancies are not
av ailable for phys ically  challenged persons or ex-serv iceman. Eligible Indian
c itizens may  apply  this  ITB P  sports quota recruitment through online mode
only ,  another mode of application form w il l  not be accepted.  The online
application form starts  from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is  02.09.2021.  Candidates are requested to fill  the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will  not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interv iew/ test. After the interv iew,  applicant w ill be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69,100. If you want more
details  about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITB P constable recruitment, ITB P jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification,  selection list, results, merit list etc . check the official
website.  This is the great opportunity  for the candidates who are seeking for Central
Govt jobs.

Indian Airforce Recruitment
2021, Apply 85 MTS & Other

Vacancies @ indianairforce.nic.in
Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021 | Cook, Carpenter & Other Post|  85 Vacancies | Last

Date: Wi thin 30 Day s | Dow nload Appl ication Form @ indianairforc e.nic.in
Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021: Indian Airforce w ill prov ide a great opportunity  for the

candidates w ho are seeking for Central Gov t Jobs. Currently  Indian Airforce announced 85
v acancies for the Group ‘C’ civ ilian posts. The Group ‘C’ posts suc h as Cook, Mess Staff,
Multi Tasking staff (MTS), Hindi  Ty pist, Hous e Keeping Staff, Low er Div ision Clerk , Store
Keeper, Carpenter, Painter, Civ ilian Mechanical Transport Driver & Other Posts. Candidates
w ho are eligible for these IAF jobs may  send their application form through offline mode. The
IAF application form and notification is av ailable on the official w ebsite. Application form in a
prescribed format should reach the corresponding address on or before w ithin 30 day s from
the date of publication of this adv ertisement.

Candidates w ith the minimum qualification of Matriculation/ 12th/ Graduate from a recognized
Univ ersity / Board w ill only  be eligible to apply  this IAF jobs. The IAF conducts w ritten test/
skill/ practical/ phy sical test to recruit eligible candidates for the Group ‘C’ post. Applicant are
requested to send the application form in a prescribed format and the applicant should mention
name and category  of the post, otherw ise it w ill not be considered. More details of IAF jobs,
sy llabus, Indian Airforce Group ‘C’ vacancy, upcoming notification, application form etc. w ill be
uploaded on the official w ebsite. You may  download application form from the official w ebsite or
the link is prov ided at the end of the page.

How  to apply  Indian Airforce Recruitment 2021
First, Visit the official w ebsite “ indianairforce.nic.in”
Find the required adv ertisement.
Click and v iew  the notification carefully  and check the eligibility.
Apply  through offline mode, take the printout of the application form and fill the required

details correctly.
Send the filled application form to the concerned centres w ithin the due date.
The notification link is giv en below  for any  reference.
The brief details of educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode and

how  to apply  process are discussed abov e. For more details for this recruitment, candidates
may  v isit the official w ebsite “ indianairforce.nic.in” . Stay tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get
more latest job updates.

Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021, 347
Assistant Manager & Other Vacancies, Apply

Online @ unionbankofindia.co.in
Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021 | Senior Manager, Manager & Assistant Manager

Posts | 347 Vacancies | Last Date: 03.09.2021 | U nion Bank J ob N oti fication @
unionbankofindia.co.in

Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021: Union Bank of India inv ites online application from
suitable persons for Specialist Officer positions. As per Union Bank recruitment 2021 notification,
totally  347 v acancies for the follow ing posts such as Senior Manager, Manager & Assistant
Manager posts. Applicants w ho searching for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply  for this
Union Bank of India v acancy. Online application process begins from 12.08.2021. Before
apply ing, candidates need to read the terms & conditions. The Last date to submit the application
form for this Union Bank jobs is 03.09.2021.

Eligible and w illing candidates may  dow nload the Union Bank of India job notification &
apply online @ w w w .unionbankofindia.co.in. B.E./ B.Tech/ MBA/ Any  Degree are eligible to
apply  for this chance to start & dev elop careers at Union Bank of India.  They  w ill select
candidates by  conducting online ex am/ personal interv iew / group discussion. Aspirants should
submit the photocopies of educational qualification, age proof & other documents at the time of
online application process for Union Bank of India jobs 2021. Online ex amination w ill be held
on 09.10.2021. More details of Union Bank recruitment 2021, exam date, admit card, sy llabus,
selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for Union Bank of India Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite unionbankofindia.co.in.
Click on Recruitments>> Click here to view  current Recruitment.
Find & click U NION BANK RECRUITM ENT PROJ ECT 2021-22 (SPECIALIST

OFFICERS) Recruitment Notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Back to Recruitment page & click on Apply  Online.
Fill the online application form.
Make a pay ment of application fee.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.

GENDER PARITY ELUSIVE IN INDIAN
JUDICIARY; MERE 11.96 PC JUDGES

IN HIGHER COURTS ARE WOMEN
The Supreme Court recently got

nine new judges. The highlight of the
latest appointments was that three of
the new judges were women. With this,
the top court of the country now has
the highest ever  number of women
judges – four out of 33.

However , a look beyond the
celebration over  the Supreme Court
getting three women judges at one go
and its bench strength featuring the
highest number  of women brings to
one's notice the dismal number  of
women in the judiciary at all levels.

Even in the Supreme Court, the
percentage of women judges stands at
a paltry 12.12 per  cent. The overall
picture of the higher judiciary, which
includes the Supreme Court and the
high courts, the figures are not very
different. Out of the 677 judges in the
higher  courts, only 81 are women,
which works out to 11.96 per cent, as
per the statistics updated by the Union
ministry of law  and justice on

September  1.
In the high courts, out of the 644

judges, only 77 are women, which is
again just about 12 per cent of the total
number of sitting judges.

According to the second edition
of the India Justice Report, brought out
by the Tata Trusts earlier  this year , the
overall r epresentation of women has
improved in 20 states at the level of
subordinate cour t judges. Over a
two-year  per iod, on an
average, the share of
women judges in the
high cour ts
i n c r e a s e d
m a r g in a l l y
from 11 per
cent to 13 per cent, while in
subordinate courts, it went up from 28
per cent to 30 per  cent.

As many as 12 high courts and 27
subordinate cour ts improved their
share of women judges, according to
the India Justice Report 2020. This

means that while one in three judges
in the subordinate courts is a woman,
in the high courts, only one in nine
judges is a woman. The figures
demonstrate that the glass ceiling in the
country's judicial system remains

intact. As per the report, the aspirations
of gender parity in the justice system
remains elusive. At the high end,
women's inclusion remains in dismal
single digits and so, patriarchy and its
violent impacts remain unchallenged.

US grounds Virgin Galactic spaceflights as it
probes mishap on Richard Branson's trip

In a blow to Richard Branson’s
grand plans, the US Federal Av iation
Administration (FAA) has said it was
grounding spaceflights by Virgin
Galactic while it investigates why the
company's  July 11 voyage carrying

Branson deviated from its planned
trajectory.

This comes after a repor t by The
New York er said the flight
experienced cockpit warnings about
its rocket-powered ascent that could

have jeopardised the miss ion. The
FAA, which is overseeing the probe,
said the rocketship carrying Branson
and fiv e Virgin Galactic employees
veered off course dur ing its descent
back to its runway in the New Mexico

deser t on July 11.
“Virgin Galactic
may not return the
S p a c e Sh i p Tw o
v ehicle to flight
until the FAA
approves the final
m i s h a p
i n v e s t i g a t i o n
repor t or
determines the
issues  related to
the mishap do not
affect public
safety,” the FAA
said in a
statement.

The ban
comes amid Virgin
Galactic’s  plans to
launch members of

the Italian Air Force in a test flight
scheduled for later  this month.

According to a repor t by
Nicholas  Schmidle in The New
Yorker, about a minute into the July
11 flight that had taken off from the
desert in New Mexico, the on-board
systems  showed that the flight was
v eering off course. " According to
multiple sources in the company, the
safest way to respond to the warning
would hav e been to abort,"  Schmidle
wrote.

Virgin Galactic acknowledged
the space plane dropped below the
protected airspace for  one minute
and 41 seconds. Howev er, the
company added that “at no time did
the ship travel above any population
centres  or  cause a hazard to the
public.”

It fur ther  said: " Our  pilots
responded appropr iately to these
changing flight conditions  exactly as
they hav e been trained and in str ict
accordance with our  es tablished
procedures ."
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OPEN SECRET

INDIAN MILITARY UNDER TARGET BY
CHINESE ORIGIN SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS

Alarmed over an alert by the apex
security a nd intellig ence agencies,
flagging serious concerns on 'possible
threat' of data loss through surveillance
ca meras especia lly  Ch inese o rig in
in sta lled a t va rio u s m ilita ry
establishm ents across the co untry, the
Indian  navy headq uarters has asked
all its bases and u nits to remo ve this
clo sed-circu it television  (CCTV)
surveillance systems.

Accord in g  to  in tern a l
commu nication, reviewed b y The
Week, th e  In tegra ted  Defence
Hea dq u a rters o f Min istry  o f
Defence (MoD), o ne of the market
leaders in surveillance cameras is
Hikvision, which  has 41 per cent
Chinese government holding and it
is operating in India thro ugh an
Indian  company's collabora tion.
Th e m od ules o f these ca meras
systems are supplied by the Chinese
firm, however, th ese products are
marketed as 'Mad e in India', MoD
letter claims. And, according to an
estimate, Hikvision enjoys over 35
per cent market share in India. Besides,
bagging  a contract to install 1 .5 lakh
CCTVs cameras in Delhi, the Chinese
firm  is believed to  h ave su pp lied
so lu tio n s to  Delh i Metro  Ra il
Corporation (DMRC) . Moreover,  it is
also  one o f the vendors for Bh arat
Electronics (BEL) that works on highly
sensitive and classified defence projects
in India.

The Week has first reported  (in
July) about a high-level inquiry is being
underway over the installation of cheap
quality  surveillance devices in  high-
security buildings, includ ing So uth
Block, North Block, and Sena Bhawan.

The Nationa l Security Council
Secretariat and the Defence Intelligence
Agency have raised  security co ncerns
about the possible threat of da ta loss

th ro u g h  su rveilla n ce ca m era s,
especia lly  Ch in ese-orig in  a n d
Hikvision  cameras.

It has emerged th at data loss can
occur even if  the  ca mera s a re n ot
connected to an external network. "This
lo ss (d a ta )  cou ld  be th rou g h
prog ra mm ed  o r co ded servers or
embedd ed hardware for wi-fi o r SIM-

b a sed  co nn ectiv ity,  o r d u rin g
maintenance or replacement from the
memory/ca che of the CCTV and other
surveillance systems," the note stated.

Because of the a lert, the naval
h ea dq u a rters h a s a sked  its a ll
fo rma tio n s to  "d isco n tin u e"
procurement of CCTV camera s and
surveillance systems from Hikvision.
And  sim u lta neo usly o rd ered  th e
replacement o f existin g Hikvision
surveillance systems and CCTVs from
its lo cations to b e done in a phased
manner.

Surveillance ca meras are being
used extensively for security for military
establishments. And, the data from such
surveillance systems can be used for
AI (artificial intelligence) based on facial
recognition, number plate recognition

and object recognition. "Compromise
o f a CCTV system  co u ld  a lso
compro mise the security of military
establishment," the note further stated.

Indian navy headquarters has also
directed its units for procurem ent of
surveillance cameras is only through
Govt e-Ma rket (GeM) , wh ich ha s
removed Chinese origin products from

its portal as per the directives of the
Dep artm en t o f Pro m o tion  o f
industry and internal trade (DPIIT).

Citing a threat to n ation al
security, Prime m inister Na rendra
Modi led the union government last
year had banned 267 Chinese apps,
including the wildly popular TikTok
and PUBG.

Certain  directives ha ve been
issued to address security concerns.
Like, surveillance cameras and the
respective storage devices are "not"
to be connected to the internet, and
all CCTVs are to be configured on a
dedicated air-gapped network and,
in no circumstances, be connected
to the internet. Moreover, storage

devices are to  be fixed at loca tions
manned by armed forces personnel with
suitable security measures.

"CCTVs or stora ge d evices a re
not ta ken outside naval premises for
rep air a n d m a in ten a n ce a n d
maintenance of old/defective CCTVs is
to  b e mo nito red by u nits," n aval
headquarters stated while adding that
surveillan ce ca meras with  wi- fi/
B lueto o th/wireless/ 4 G o r 5 G
connectivity are p rohibited. Cameras
with USB or Ethernet connectivity only
are allowed to be installed at naval
locations.

Mo reo ver,  th e  d efective
su rveilla n ce ca m eras a re to  b e
destro yed and not be handed o ver to
a n yo n e resp o n sib le  fo r their
maintenance.

HARVINDER SINGH WINS
BRONZE, INDIA'S FIRST ARCHERY

MEDAL IN PARALYMPICS
TOKYO: Harv inder Singh on

Friday  notched up India's first ev er
archery  medal in the Paraly mpics,
holding his nerv es to dow n Kim
Min Su of Korea in a thrilling shoot-
off for the men's indiv idual recurv e
bronze in the ongoing Games.

World N o.23 Singh w as the
first athlete from India to w in a gold
medal at a major para competition
in the 2018 Asian Games.

An economics scholar from
the Punjabi Univ ersi ty, Patiala,
Singh collected three shoot-off wins
on the day  starting w ith his triumphs
in the opening rounds.

In the bronze play off, the 31-y ear-old w as leading 5-3
before the Kroean clinched the fifth set shooting a perfect 10
to force a shoot-off w here the Indian responded in  sty le
shooting a perfect 10 against Kim's 8 for a 6-5 (26-24, 27-
29, 28-25, 25-25, 26-27) (10-8) w in.

In the semifinals, Singh lost to w orld number 10 Kev in
Mather of the USA 6-4 in an intense fiv e-setter (25-28, 24-
24, 25-25, 25-24, 24-26).

Singh, w ho hails from a small v illage Guhla Cheeka
near Kaithal in Hary ana, w as stretched to the fullest in the
first tw o rounds, but he show ed tremendous resilience to
ov ercome his fancied opponents v ia shoot-offs.

In the first round of 32, S ingh squandered a 4-0 lead

against Stefano Trav isani after
shooting a 7 in the third set as his
Italian riv al made it 5-5 (27-24, 26-
22, 26-27, 25-25, 25-27) to force a
shoot-off.

Singh clinched the issue -- 6-
5 (10-7) -- in style, shooting a perfect
10 in the tie-breaker as his  riv al
managed just a 7.  In the last-16,
Singh pipped former w orld number
one Bato Tsy dendorz hiev  of
Russia, once again by the thinnest
of margins 6-5 (8-7).


