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Thought for today
Now is the time to
act and solve all

problems and not
to succumb to
lame excuses.

Kuldeep Rai Sharma nominated
as member of Parliamentary

Standing Committee
Port Blair, Oct 12: The Chairman,

Rajy a Sabha in c ons ulta tion w i th
Speaker, Lok Sabha has nominated Mr.
Kuldeep Rai Sharm a, the Mem ber of
Parliament from Andaman and Nicobar
Is lands ,  as  a M ember of the
Departm ent-related Par liamentary
Standing Committee on Pers onnel,

Public Grievances, Law & Justice. This
w as in formed by  M r. Vinay  Shankar
Singh, Director, DRSC on Personnel,
Public Griev ances, Law  and Justice in
a mail  on 9th Oct  2021. The  ANTCC
President, Shri Rangalal Halder and
AIC C M em ber and Chief

Port Blair, Oct 12: Due to rampant hoarding
of potatoes and onions by vegetable vendors,
potatoes and onion are sold at exorbitant prices.
A kilo of potato is sold at Rs 120 while onion is
sold at Rs 140 and tomato at Rs 100.                  
Residen ts said that  the pri ces of sever al
vegetables have been soaring for the past many
months. Sanjita, a resident of A/Bazar said that
sh e vi si ted  m ar ket  o n  M o n d ay to
purchase vegetables and had to pay Rs 120 for
a kg of potatoes and Rs 140 for a kg of onions.
The price rise has affected the weaker section
of people in  the islands as vegetables for the
dail y di et  o f many p eo pl e,  p ar ti cu larl y
vegetarians. Meanwhile, sources have informed
that due to lack of drive by the Ci vil Supplies
dept o n th ose in vo lved  i n ho ar di ng  o f

Prices of potatoes & onion at
roof due to hoarding by vendors

veg etab les,  mor e and  mor e vegetable
vendors are indulging in hoarding as a result
o f  wh i ch  pr i ces o f  veg etab l es ar e
skyrocketing.  

I extend my  heartfelt greetings to the people
of Andam an and N icobar Is lands on the
auspicious occasion of Maha Ashtami and Maha
Nav ami in Sharadiy a Nav ratris. We w ors hip
Maa Durga to celebrate w omen pow er as w ell
as respect for w omen and hence on Durga
Ashtami people should take a pledge to respect
w omen. Durga Ashtami, the eighth day  of the

Chaitra Navratri 2021 also marks the celebration
of strength,  v ic tory  of good ov er ev il and
positiv ity ov er negativity. I appeal to all Islanders
to stric tly  follow  the COVID-19 protocols and
soc ial d istancing norms  during Durga Puja
celebrations. May  Maa Durga bring happiness,
good luck and prosperity  in ev ery one’s life.

Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP

Maha Ashtami & Maha Navami Greetings

Port Blair, Oct 12: The 14th y ear
Dussehra celebration-2021, w ill be
held at  Sree Kalimatha Temple
Campus, Haddo Junction , Port Blair

Durga puja celebration at Sree Kalimatha
Temple Campus, Haddo Junction

Po rt B lair Oct 1 2: The
au spicio us yea rly religio us
even t of Go lu po oja  Kan ni
Po oja celebratio n at S ree
Mu thuMariamma n Temple-
Buniyadabad. Large number
of devotees took pa rt in the
“Ga u  p o o ja ”  o rg a n ised
to da y even ing . After Go lu
pooja, nine forms of god dess

Golupooja celebration Kanni
Pooja at Sree MuthuMariamman

Temple-Buniyadabad

were a lso worshiped . Th e
Sa pth a Kan ni 9 children ’s
Th irsh a,  S ha tika , Va nith a,
Purn ith i,  Vijaya laxm i, B .
Th ansika,  Diviya, Karthika,
V Thansika.  Utmost care and
concern is being observed by
tem p le co m m ittee  a n d
devotees towa rds adh eren ce
o f COVID a p p ro p ria te
behaviour.

Port Blair, Oct 12: Every  year
10th of October is marked as World
Mental Health Day  w ith the aim of
remov ing the stigma attached to
Mental  illnesses.  To highlight the
importance of Mental Health in the

Awareness prog, release of
documentary by HT

islands Humane Touchorganised an
aw arenes s program  on 10th
October 2021 at MIM Auditorium,
Wimber ly Gunj on the topic “Mind
Matters” .

See... Page 02

Vaccination
drive continuing
smoothly in ANI

Port B la i r,  Oc t. 12:
The v accination driv e is continuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ai lab le,  a  to ta l
of 4,57,965 beneficiaries hav e been
v accinated so far  in A&N Islands,
out of the target beneficiar ies of 2,
81,  603 (approx .) .  A to ta l
of 1,71,290 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears have been
v accinated till dated 11-10-2021. A
total of 1724 people were v accinated
y esterday  in A&N Islands. 998
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Dis trict, out of

Final Counselling
for UG in JNRM

from Oct. 25
Port Bla ir, Oct 12: The final

counselling for UG courses will be
held in  J NR M from  Oct. 25.
Accord ingly, the counselling for
BPES, B.Sc. Geography  & B.Sc.
Chemistry  w ill be held on Oct. 25,
B.Com, B.Sc. Botony  & B.Sc.
Phy sics on Oct. 26, B.A Economics,
B.Sc. Zoology  & B.Sc. Maths on
Oct. 27, BBA, B.Sc. Home Science
& B.A Political Science on Oct. 28,
BCA, B.A English & B. A History
on Oc t. 29 and B.A Hindi , B.A
Bengali & B.A Tamil on Oct. 30.
Candidates w ho hav e applied for
admission to abov e said course in
JNRM, Port Blair for the session
2021-22 hav e been adv ised to be
pres ent by  8.30 am  on thei r
respectiv e day  of counselling in the
Department concerned. They should
bring all the documents in original for
v erification and one set of photostat
copies.

See... Page 02
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on Tuesday  12th October 2021. The
puja procession will start from Sri
Santhosi Matha Temple

Domestic flights can operate without
any capacity restriction from Oct 18

Airlines can operate domestic
flights  w i thout any  c apac ity
restriction from October 18 onwards,
the Ministry  of C iv il Av iation
announced on Tuesday  keeping in
mind the "passenger demand for air
trav el".

T he c arr iers  hav e been
operating 85 per c ent of thei r pre-
COVID domestic serv ices since
September 18, according to the
ministry's order.

The capacity  cap stood at 72.5
per c ent betw een August 12 and
September 18, 65 per cent between
July  5 and Augus t 12 and 50 per See... Page 02

cent betw een June 1 and July  5.
On Oc tober 9,  the Indian

carriers  operated 2,340 domestic
flights, w hich is  71.5 per c ent of
their total pre-COVID capacity.

The ministry stated in its order
that "it has been decided to restore
the scheduled domestic air operation
w ith effect from October 18, 2021,

Last date for IGNOU
admission extended till

25th October
Port B la i r , Oc t

12: The last date for Admission in
Indira Gandhi N ational  Open
U niv ersi ty ’s  for J u ly  2021,
is ex tended upto 25 th October,
2021   w ithout  any   la te  fees .
For Online  admission,  log  on  -
  h t tp s : / / i g no u ad m i s s i on .
samarth.edu.in  and  for  Offline
Admissions, Forms can be collected
from Regional C entre Office at
Mohanpura during w orking hours

ens ur ing soc ia l  d is tanc ing
norms . F or  more  details,  v is it
IGN OU  Webs ite  –
  ww w . ignou. ac . in   or  contac t
IGNOU Regional  C entre, Port
Blair,  Kannada Sangha Building,
Near Syndicate Bank, Mohanpura,
Port Blair. Phone: 03192-242888 or
03192-230111, Email: rcportblair@
ignou.ac.in. A communication from
the R egional Director, IGN OU
Regional Centre, Port Blair said.  
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EDITORIAL
Punjab crackdown

The Punjab government  has renewed its crackdown
on extremists to meet the threat of the “intensified” agitation
by the Akali Dal (L). The Dal has worked out details of its
proposed c ivil disobedience movement in the state. A t a
press conference in Amritsar, its chief, Sant Harchand Singh
Longowal, said the district and circle units of the Dal had
already been alerted.  The Dal had threatened to launch
the movement if its demands, including the release of  Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale by October 17 were not accepted.
Puran Singh, a Nihang, was allegedly arrested f rom inside
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib at Tarn Taran in Amrit sar dist rict
two days ago. Two K halistan protagonis ts  have been
rounded up in Pat iala and one A kali worker in Sirhind,
Gurdev S ingh Khalsa, press secretary of the Patiala district
Akali Jatha (L ), was arrested at Bassi Pathana on S aturday.

The crisis created by the suspension of two ministers
f rom the A ndhra Congress-I by the AP CC-I chief , K
Prabhakar Rao, is yet to be resolved. The future of the two
ministers , C Das and N Chandrababu Naidu,  remains
uncertain. All the key figures in the drama have been called
to Delhi by the party high command. Prabhakar Rao told
newsmen that he was not aware or concerned about the
ministers’ visit to Delhi.

Nearly 100 school children who were wounded in recent
Teheran s treet  demonst rations were taken f rom their
hospital beds to the city’s Erin prison last week and executed,
the Paris office of the radical Muslim Mujahedin group said
on Sunday.  In a statement telephoned to Reuters in London,
the Mujahedin added that the children’s bodies, instead of
being taken to the coroner’s office to be prepared for Muslim
rites as is usual, were buried in the “Infidel, cemetery”.
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DGCI PANEL RECOMMENDS COVAXIN
FOR USAGE ON KIDS AGED 2-18 YEARS

An expert panel of India's Central
Drug Authority has recomm ended
emergency use of Bharat Biotech's
Covaxin for children in the 2-18 years
age group with certain condi tions,
sources said on Tuesday.

I f approved by  t he D rugs
Controller General of India (DCGI), it
will be the second COVID-19 vaccine
af ter Zydus C adi la' s needle-free
ZyCoV-D to receiv e EUA for use in
those below 18 years.

H y derabad-bas ed Bharat
Biotech, which completed the phase
2/ 3 tr ia ls of  C OVID -19 v ac cine
Covaxin for use in chi ldren aged
bet w een 2 and 18 years,  had
submit ted the dat a to the C entral
Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(C DSCO) for it s verification and
subsequent approval for emergency
use authorisation (EUA) for the jab in
the beginning of this month.

Bharat Biotech had presented its
propos al  f or  grant  of  m ark et
aut horisation of its  Whole Virion,
Inac tiv at ed coronav irus Vac cine
(BBV152) in the 2 to 18 years age
group for restricted use in emergency
situation along with the interim safety
and immunogenicity data of phase 2/3
clinical trial conducted.

The Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) on COVID-19 examined the data
and deliberated on the EUA application
on Monday.

"After detailed deliberation, the
committee recom mended grant of
market  authorisation of the v accine

for the age group of 2 to 18 years for
restricted use in emergency situations
subject to the certain conditions," the
SEC recommendations stated.

The recomm endations have
been forwarded to the DCGI for final
approval.

The com mittee noted t hat the
interim safety data of the phase 2/3
clinical trial was reviewed in a meeting
on August 26, sources said.

The overall geometric mean titre
(GMT) for the paediatric population is
comparable with GMT of the adult
population in phase -3 efficacy study,
the recommendations stated.

After detailed deliberat ion, the
committee recommended the grant of
market authorisation of the vaccine
for the 2 to 18 years age group for
restricted use in emergency situations
subjec t to certain conditions , they
stated.

According to the conditions, the
firm should continue the study as per
the approved clinical trial protocol and
provide updat ed pres c r ib ing
informat ion/pack age Insert (Pl ),
Summary of Product Characteristics
(SmPC) and Factsheet.

Besides, the firm should submit
safety data, including the data on AEFI
and AESI, with due analysis,  every

15 days for the first two months and
monthly thereafter and also as per
requirement of New Drugs and Clinical
Trials  Rules, 2019, according to the
recommendations.

The DCGI on Sept ember 1
granted permission to Hyderabad-
based Biological E Limited to conduct
phase 2/3 clinical trial of i ts made in
India COVID-19 vaccine on children
and adolescents aged between 5 and
18 years with certain conditions.

The DCGI  in July also granted
permission to Serum Institute of India
(SII) for conducting phase 2/3 trials of
Covovax on children aged 2 to 17 years
with certain conditions.

Chairman and Managing Director
of Bharat Biotech International Ltd,
Krishna Ella, had said on September
21 that  t he Paediat ric Covaxin
completed phase 2/3 trials with about
1,000 subjects and the data analysis
was going on.

As part o f the Phase II/I II trial,
t he t w o-dos e C ov ax in w as
administered with 28 days apart. He
also had said that  Phase 2 trials of
intranasal vaccine to prevent COVID-
19 were going on and expected to be
over in October. Meanwhile, the World
Heal th Organization on Monday
recom m ended that

immunocompromised people be given
an addi tional dose of  C OVI D-19
vaccine, due to their higher r isk of
breakthrough infections after standard
immunisation.

The Indian government said the
developm ents  are being c losely
watched as the sc ience relat ing to
booster doses of Covid vaccines still
being evolved.

NITI Aayog Member (Health) Dr
V.K. Paul said there are several studies
that are looking into the subject of
booster doses.

"This is an evolving science and
a paradigm of information...that data is
still emerging. We are watching this
science very very carefully through our
N TAGI  sy s t em .  We k now  that
COVAXIN has done a study on booster
doses and those results  can be
available anytime. We are also aware
that although the antibody can disappear,
the presence of T-cell immunit y is a
huge protection that also has  to be
accounted for," he said.

"We also know that WHO has not
given a clear-cut recommendation on
the matter. The situation is that it is an
evolving, learning phase and we are
watching science as it emanates and
in India also, there are studies which
are looking at this aspect," Paul said.

Vaccination drive.. from... Page 01
w hich 131 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 y ears. Similarly,
338 beneficiaries w ere v accinated
in North & Middle Andaman District
out of w hich 30 beneficiaries w ere

in the age group of 18-44. 388
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Dis trict, out of
w hich 4 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 years.

T he guest s peak er
MrsShaimaShameem, Founder
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS said that
the w ord ‘Mental’ is used as slang
w hich w e need to unlearn. She also
said that the children are the most
stressed these day s w hich can
hinder their ov erall dev elopment.
The speaker said that the stress
betw een a husband and w ife effects
the emotional and physical equation
betw een them resulting into clashes
and w eakening of the family  units.
Mrs . Shaima h ighlighting the ill
effects of social media on children
said that its adding on to their
stress.

Dr.  MiteshBihari as  a guest
ex pert said that there is ignorance
and misconceptions about Mental
Health prev ailing in the islands due
to lac k aw areness  among the
people. Menta l health is a v ery
impor tant part of our health that is
governed by  acts and law . He also
said that the public gets information

Awareness prog,.. from... Page 01
through v arious  media’s w hich do
not present the c omplete picture.
There is a dreath of documentries
and fi lm s  that c an c lear  the
mis conceptions w i th regards  to
menta l illnes s. There has to be a
c ontinous  effor ts  in  c reating
aw areness in  the islnds. He also
said that there is an inc rease in
cas es of anx iety,   depression,
PTSDs , suic ides due C ov id 19
pandemic and the loc kdow n.  He
said that aw areness campaigns
should be done regularly. The talks
w ere follow ed by  the release of the
documentary  film  ‘Mind Matters’
produced by  Hum aneTouch in
ass oc iation w i th  NST Media
Studios,  a leading media solution
house of the islands. Earlier Shri. P
M ujeebR ehm an,  Pres ident,
Humane Touch w elcom ed the
gathering. The program concluded
w ith the v ote of thanks by  Shri.
K.Noushad, Ex ecutiv e member,
Humane Touch.

Domestic flights can .. from... Page 01
w ithout any  capacity  restriction".

The order noted that the
decision w as taken "after a rev iew
of the current status of scheduled
domes tic  operations  v iz-a-v iz
passenger demand for air trav el".

When the gov ernm ent
resumed the scheduled domestic
flights on May  25 last y ear after a
tw o-month break, the ministry  had
allow ed the carriers to operate not
more than 33 per c ent of their pre-
COVID domestic services. The cap

w as gradually  increased to 80 per
cent by  December 2020.  The 80-
per cent cap remained in place till
June 1 this y ear.

The May  28 decision to bring
down the cap from 80 to 50 per cent
from June 1 onw ards w as taken "in
v iew  of the sudden surge in the
number of active COVID-19 cases
across  the country, decrease in
passenger traffic and the passenger
load (occ upancy  rate) fac tor", the
ministry  had said.

NGGOA
Condoles demise

Port Blair, Oct 12: The Non-Gazetted  Govt.  Officers’
Association, A & N Islands deeply mourned the demise of Shri
S S Sathpati, Retired Principal, Education Department. He died
at Pune today (11-10 -2021) at the age of 78.The Association
conveys heartfe lt condolences to bereaved the members of his
family. Meanwhile  the South Andaman Teachers’ Bra nch of
NGOs’ Association also condoled the death of Shri S SSathpati,
former Principal of GSSS Haddo.

Milad-un-nabi on 20th Oct
Port Bla ir, Oct 12: As no, report of sighting of m oon has

reported from any where in these Islands,  the A&N Hilal
committee in its meeting decided that “Miladun-Nabi” will be
observed in these islands on 20.10.2021.

‘New dawn’ for air connectivity in
J-K, says Scindia after UT slashes

VAT on Aviation Turbine Fuel
from 26.5 pc to 1 pc

New  Delhi, October 12: Union Civ il
Av iation Minister Jy otirad ity a Scindia on
Monday  announced that the union territory  of
Jammu and Kashmir on Monday  reduced
the Value Added Tax  (VAT) on Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) from 26.5 per cent to 1 per cent
and termed the decision as a ‘new  dawn’ for
air connectiv ity  in the region.

Sc india als o appreciated the
gov ernments of Uttarakhand and Andaman
and Nicobar Islands for being the initiators of
slashing VAT on ATF.

In a series of tw eets today, Scindia said,
“The UT  of J-K marks  a new  daw n for air
connectiv ity  in the region. Follow ing the lead
of the pro-activ e gov ernments of Uttarakhand
and Andaman and the Nicobar Is lands, the
UT of J&K has also drastically  reduced VAT
on ATF from 26.5 per cent to 1 per cent.”

Sc india also lauded Jamm u and
Kashmir Lieutenant Gov ernor M anoj Sinha
for his prompt action ow ing to his commitment
to bring prosperity  to the UT.

“ I thank Manoj Sinha for his prompt
action ow ing to his commitment to bring
prosperity  to J&K. I also thank the tw o states
and the UT of J&K for being the first mov ers
in heralding a new  course for av iation in their
States .  @pus hk ardham i@
Admiral_DKJoshi,”  said Scindia in another
tweet.

He further urged other states to  follow

suit for greater regional connectiv ity.
Scindia in another tw eet sa id, “ I w ould also urge the

remaining States to emulate, and get on to the bandw agon of
greater regional connectiv ity. Low er operational costs for airlines
has a causal effect on flight connectiv ity.”

He also urged the states to work in collaboration w ith the
Ministry  of Civ i l Av iation to bring the av iation sector back on
track after the disruption caused by  the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Giv en the disruption caused by  the pandemic, it is important
that States collaborativ ely  w ork w ith @MoCA_GoI to not just
bring the sector back on track, but also trigger greater economic
activity  in their respectiv e regions,”  he added.

WHO recommends booster
COVID-19 vaccine for
immunocompromised

T he Wor ld Heal th
Organisation (WHO) recommended
that immunocompromised people be
giv en an additional dose of COVID-
19 v accine, due to their higher risk
of break through infections after
standard im munis ation, new s
agency  Reuters reported. WHO
v ac cine director Kate O'Brien,
refer ring to people w i th low er
immunity  due to other conditions,
to ld a new s  br iefing:  "T he
recom mendation is for a thi rd
v ac cination,  an addi tional
v accination in the primary  series
and again that is based on the
ev idenc e s how ing that the
immunogenicity  and ev idence on
breakthrough infections is highly
disproportionately  represented by
those people."

Debate on boosters in India
Sev eral scientists from India

had said the priority  must be to
ens ure that m ore people are
inoculated with at least their first jab,
rather than ensuring a booster dose.
Immunologist Saty ajit Rath said that
less than 15 per cent of Indian adults
hav e been v accinated w ith tw o
doses, and this clearly  means that
all Indians w ho are more v ulnerable
to infection hav e not y et necessarily
gotten tw o doses.

"I therefore th ink that it is
ethically  premature to begin planning
a third dose to a fortunate category
of people at this stage, Rath, from
New  Delhi's National Institute of
Immunology  (NII)," he told  PTI. "It
is also pragmatically  premature to
do so, since w e hav e no really
clear idea of who is 'more v ulnerable
to infection'. We do know  that some
co-m orbid c ategories are more
v ulnerable to serious illness, but tw o
dos es of the current v accines
currently protect quite w ell against
that," he said.

Im munologis t Vineeta Bal
agreed, saying India should not think
of prov iding boos ter doses at this
stage w hen about 40 per cent of the
eligible population is y et to receiv e
the first dose. The science relating

to the us e of booster  doses  of
COVID-19 vaccines is still evolv ing
and the dev elopments are being
closely  w atched,  the Centre had
said on Thursday.  NITI Aay og
Member (Health)  V.K. Paul  said
there are sev eral  studies that are
looking into the s ubject of booster
doses. "This is an ev olv ing science
and a paradigm of information...that
data is still  emerging. We are
w atching this sc ience v ery  v ery
c arefu lly  through our  NTAGI
sy stem.  We know  that COVAXIN
has done a study on booster doses
and those results can be av ailable
any tim e. We are also aw are that
although the antibody can disappear,
the presence of T-cell immunity  is a
huge protection that also has to be
accounted for," he said.

India calls for IPR waiver, dismantling
of trade barriers in fight against COVID

C om merc e and Indus try
Min ister  Piy ush Goy al ca lled for
the w aiv er of Inte llectual Property
Rights ( IPR) in the Wor ld Trade
Organization (WTO) and the
dismantling of new  trade barr iers
in  the global fight against the
COVID-19 pandem ic.

In October 2020, India and
South Africa had submitted the first
proposal, suggesting a w aiv er for
a l l  WT O m embers  on the
im plem entation of c er ta in
prov isions of the Trade-Related
Aspects of In tellec tual Property
Rights  (TR IPs) Agreem ent in
re lation to  the prev ention,
c onta inm ent or  treatm ent of
COVID-19.

In May  this y ear, a  rev ised
proposal w as s ubmitted by  62
cosponsors, including India, South
Africa and Indonesia.

The agreement on TR IPs
came into effect in January  1995.
It is a m ultilatera l agreement on
intellectual property  (IP) rights such
as copy right, indus trial designs,

patents  and protec tion of
undisclosed information or trade
secrets.

"Our  res pons e to the
pandemic needs to ensure equitable
ac cess  to v acc ines  and other
COVID-19 related health products
by  ensuring quick resolution of the
supply -side constraints. One of the
w ay s to demonstrate th is is  by
acc epting the TR IPS w aiv er
propos al, " Goy al  s aid, in  h is
address to the G20 Trade and
Inv estment Ministerial Meeting in
Naples, Italy.

He also p itched for  activ ely
resolv ing new  trade barriers like
v accine d ifferentiations or COVID
passports, w hich impose mobility
restr ictions  and im pede the
mov ement of personnel needed for
del iv er ing c r itic al  s erv ices .
"COVID-19 crisis is a pow erful
rem inder  of our  in ter -
connectedness, and the need for a
coord inated global strategy  to
ov ercome such an unprecedented
public health situation," he sa id.

The minister also said that besides
focusing on facilitating free flow  of
goods, G20 countries should make
health s erv ic es access ible and
more affordable by  the citiz ens of
the w orld  by  enabling free flow  of
health serv ices.

Commenting on the ongoing
talks  in WT O about fisher ies
subsidies, Goy al s aid c ountr ies
engaged in distant w ater  fish ing
should stop subsidising their fishing
in high seas and gradually  reduce
their fishing capacities, particularly,
for overfished stocks. "To achiev e
balanced outc omes  in fisher ies
subsidies, po licy  space for the
future is a must, not only  to protect
the l iv el ihoods  of poor  and
marginal fishermen and address the
food security  concerns but also to
div ersify, modernise and dev elop
the fisheries sector," he said.

Fur ther,  he urged the G20
members to fulfil their commitments
regarding Transfer Of Technology
and climate finance, w hich are far
from being fulfilled by  the dev eloped

countr ies. "India has c onsistently
maintained that env ironmental/
sustainabil ity  measures need
careful assessment to ensure that
they  do not become new  trade
barriers and the right forum for them
is the dedic ated M ulti la tera l
Env ironm enta l Agreements," he
said.

On the s idelines of the G20
Trade Ministers Meeting,  the
minister held bilateral meetings with
the director-genera l of the WTO,
U S,  UK, EU,  Brazi l , China,
Australia, South Africa, Indonesia,
Canada, South Korea and Mexico.

"Historical w rongs  against
dev eloping countr ies  must be
corrected rather than being carried
ov er," he said.

In  h is  m eetings w i th  the
Canadian minister, he d iscussed
steps to take forward the free trade
agreement negotiations w ith the
new ly  elected gov ernment w hile
he called upon his  South Korean
and EU counterparts to accelerate
the rev iew  of the FTA.

Retail inflation in Sept
falls to 4.35%, IIP grows
11.9% in August: Govt.
Retail inflation grow th across

the country  bas ed on Consumer
Price Index  (CPI)  fell  to 4.35 per
cent in the month of September as
food prices dropped, the data
released by  the Min istry  of
Statis tic s  & Program m e
Implementation (MoSPI) show ed.
As opposed to this , retai l infla tion
had jumped to an eight-month high
of 7.34 per cent in Septem ber
2020, prim arily  driv en by  higher
food inflation.

Separately,  the Index  of
Indus tr ia l  Produc tion ( IIP)
w itnessed a grow th of 11.9 per cent
in  Augus t,  ac c ord ing to the
gov ernment data.

In August, the CPI inflation
rate had eased to a four-month low
of 5. 3 per cent due to moderation
in food prices along w ith a h igh
base effect. Moreov er, the inflation
in food basket dropped to 0.68 per
c ent in  Septem ber 2021,
signific antly  dow n from 3.11 per
cent in the preceding month.

The CPI-based inflation falls

w ithin the RBI’s targeted range of
2 plus/minus 4 per cent.

Las t month, Reserv e Bank
of Ind ia (RBI)  Gov ernor
Shaktikanta Das in a conv ersation
w ith The Indian Ex pres s and the
Financial Times had stated, “our
ex pectation is that from  now  on,
inflation w ill gradually  moderate,”
adding that RBI is “ v ery  serious
about anc hor i ng in fla tion
ex pectations and inflation around
the target”  of 4  per c ent.

As per the data released by
the g ov ernm ent ,  the
manufactur ing s ec tor’s output
surged 9.7 per cent in August
2021.  While  the mining output
cl imbed 23.6 per  cent,  pow er
generation increased 16 per cent.
During April-August this y ear, the
IIP grew  28.6 per cent against a
25 per cent contraction in the same
per iod las t y ear.  Due to the
coronav irus pandemic w hich hit
India last y ear, the industrial
production had contracted to 18.7
per cent in March 2020.
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AFFIDAVIT

I, Shri Murugaiahpandian Kamala Kannan, S/o P. Murugaiah
Pandian, aged about 43 yrs. R/o M.S.P. Store, No. 6, Babu line
village, Port Blair Tehsil, South Andaman District, do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare as follows:-

1. That my name has been erroneously entered as Murugaiah
Pandian. Kamala Kannan instead of Murugaiahpandian Kamala
Kannan in my passport is sued by the Andaman and Nic obar
Administration.

2. That in all my relevant record my name has been entered as
M. Kamala Kannan (M stand for Murugaiahpandian).

3. That I declared that Murugaiah Pandian. Kamala Kannan
and Murugaiahpandian Kamala Kannan is the name of one and the
same person.

4. Hence this affidavit is for the purpose of correction of name
and elaboration of initial M. Kamala Kannan.

That the above said Para 1 to 4 are true and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

DEPONENT

AFFIDAVIT
By this deed I the undersigned Parakkalathil Hussain S/o Hassan

Haji previously called Parakalathil Hussain S/o Hassan by Profession
private and resident Wimberlygunj village in Ferrargunj tehsil,
solemnly declare as follows.

1. That for  and on behalf of myself, and remitter issue wholly
renounced/ relinquish/ and abandon the use of my former name of
Parakalathil Hussain S/o Hassan and in place thereof I do hereby
assume from this date the new name Parakkalathil Hussain S/o
Hassan Haji and so that I and myself remitter may hereafter be
called, known and distinguish not by my former name Parakalathil
Hussain S/o Hassan but assume name of Parakkalathil Hussain S/o
Hassan Haji.

2. That for the purpose of evidencing such my determination
declares that I shall at all time hereafter in all records, deeds and
writings and in all proceedings, dealing and transactions, private as
well as upon all occasion what so ever use and signed the name of
Parakkalathil Hussain S/o Hassan Haji as my name in place and in
substitution of my former name Parakalathil Hussain S/o Hassan.

3. That I expressly authorized and request all persons in general
and relatives and friends in particular, at  all times hereafter to
designate and address me, remitter issue such assumed name
accordingly.

4. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribe my former and
adopted name of Parakalathil Hussain S/o Hassan and Parakkalathil
Hussain S/o Hassan Haji and affix my signature and seal if any.
This 22nd day of September 2021.

Deponent

AFFIDAVIT
I, DIPAK KUMAR DAS, S/o Tunuram Das, aged about 45

years, by faith Hindu, presently R/o Garacharma School Basti, P/O
Garacharma, Port Blair South Andaman District, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, do hereby declare as follows:

1. That I have completed 45 years of my age my date of birth is
13.06.1976.

2. That I have so many Muslim friends, and I am very much
impresses by my friends and the teaching of Islam and culture.

3. That, I  Intend to embrace Islam religion and renounce
Hinduism.

4. That, there is no any criminal force or undue influence or any
coercion of any person or persons behind embracing Islam but only
as per my will and wish.

5. That hereinafter I Shall be known as MUHAMMAD ALI as
a member of Islam religion.

6. That I am aware that, if any statement in this dec laration is
false, and in making such statement I either know or believe it to be
false or do not believe it to be true I am liable to imprisonment and
also to fine.

Henceforth I should be known as MUHAMMAD ALI instead
of DIPAK KUMAR DAS for all purposes and intends.

The above said paras are true and correct to be best of my
knowledge and belief.

Deponent

AFFIDAVIT
I,  DIPAK KUMAR DAS (Old name) MUHAMMAD ALI

(Adopted Name) S/o Tunuram Das, aged about 45 years, by faith
Hindu, presently R/o Garacharma School Basti, P/O Garacharma,
Port Blair South Andaman District, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
do hereby declare as follows:

1. That I have completed 45 years of my age my date of birth is
13.06.1976.

2. That, in all my documents my name is mentioned, printed and
written as DIAPK KUMAR DAS.

3. That, now I  have embraced Islam religion and renounce
Hinduism as per my will and wish and I adopted new Islamic name
as MUHAMMAD ALI.

4. That hereinafter I Shall be known as MUHAMMAD ALI as
a member of Islam religion.

5. That this affidavit is made for adopting new name and making
correction in all my personal and official documents.

6. That I am aware that, if any statement in this dec laration is
false, and in making such statement I either know or believe it to be
false or do not believe it to be true I am liable to imprisonment and
also to fine.

Henceforth I should be known as MUHAMMAD ALI instead
of DIPAK KUMAR DAS for all purposes and intends.

The above said paras are true and correct to be best of my
knowledge and belief.

Deponent

Name      Relationship 
of deceased                                  

Present 
age 

1. Kumud Hawlader                          Son   50 
2.  Khirod Bala Hawlader                   Wife 74 

AFFIDAVIT
I Kumud Hawlader S/o Late Indra Bus an Hawlader R/o Santi

Nagar village. under Diglipur Tehsil in North and Midd le Andaman,
solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare the following –

1.  I am the son of deceased Indra Busan Hawlader ,who expired
on 01-06-2009 at Subashgram village under Diglipur

2. That my Sister Golapi Hawlader Expired on 02-03-1989 at
Subashgram Village under Diglipur

3.  That my deceased  Father Indra Busan Hawlader was
survived by following members  of family

4. That the Deceased Indra Busan Hawlader and Golapi Hawlader
has never consummated a marriage than the one mentioned above

5. I understand that in the event  that the above declaration is
found to be false or misleading at any po int of t ime I Shall be
punishment  under the law being  in force.

DEPONENT

LOST
I, Puja Das ,D/o. Nirob

Das R/o Sagar Dweep,
Diglipur lost  my  Birth
Certificate issued by Birth
and Death Registrar ,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
on 10/08/2021 in Diglipur
bazar. Finder please Contact
on 8900957060.

South Western Railway Recruitment 2021,
904 Apprentice Vacancies, Apply Online @

www.swr.indianrailways.gov.in
South Western Railway Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice | 904 Vacancies | Last

Date: 03.11.2021 | RRC Hubli Job Notification @ www.sw r.indianrailway s.gov.in
South Western Railway Recruitment 2021: South Western Railway – Railway

Recruitment Cell, Hubli has released the notification for engagement of Apprentices
for the year 2021-2022. SWR inv ites application to fill up 904 vacancies under the
Apprentices Act, 1961. Candidates who are searching for Railway job may apply  for
this SWR Apprentice vacancy. Applicants are instructed to apply  v ia online from
04.10.2021 @ www.rrchubli.in.  They will hire candidates on basis of merit lis t for
apprenticeship training. Deadline to make a registration for this RRC SWR A pprentice
recruitment 2021 is  03.11.2021.

Candidates who had passed Class 10th are eligible to apply  for this South
Western Railway Hubli recruitment. Diploma/ Engineering degree holders are not
capable to apply  for this SWR Apprentice jobs. Aspirants must bring a valid email id,
mobile number, aadhar account & self bank account at time of online application
process &  keep it active throughout the recruitment process.  Training will be prov ided
at Div isions/ Workshops/ Units of South Western Railw ay. More details of S outh
Western railway jobs, admit card, merit list, upcoming RRC Hubli vacancies & results
will be uploaded at official website.

Visit official website to get more career opportunity  @ RRC SWR. Educational
qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode, fee details & steps to apply  are
prov ided above. For latest updates, v isit www.dailyrecruitment.in.

Fight Against
Covid-19

TOLET
RENT

3 BHK full furnished road
facing Flat available for rent
in Maansarovar Crest near

DAG Colony, opposite
Central School.

Government servants /
Defence personnel

preferred. Rent Rs. 25,000/
- excluding maintenance.

Interested party may
contact :

8610960821
or 9434261313.
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OPEN SECRET

TATA GROUP’S ACQUISITION OF AIR INDIA
COULD HIT EXPANSION PLANS OF RIVALS

The Ta ta Group’s acquisition of
state-owned Air India, an airline which
JRD Tata had founded decades ago, will
not only give new wings for the airline
to soar higher, but is also going to force
rival a irlines to redraw their plans.

Air India has b een loss m aking
every year since it was merged with
Indian  Airlines in  2007-08. Ho wever,
under the Tatas it  could turn around
with much needed cost cuts, fresh fund
in fusion  an d a  ren ewed sales a nd

ma rketin g focus.  Mo reo ver, it still
comman ds over 13  per cent market
sh are,  which coup led with Vistara,
which had 8.3 per cent share in August,
will give Tatas a formidable platform
for a strong full-service brand.

Even as A ir India is loss-making,
its biggest strength is its international
network, slots at major airports and
offices in major cities, and there is no
Indian airline that can even come close
to it currently. Vistara, too, has started
expanding overseas.

So, if  Tatas can  build a strong
propositio n, it could dent th e plans of
other airlines. A stro ng full service
brand, focusing on service and on-time
p erfo rm a n ce co u ld wea n  a wa y
p a ssen g ers fro m  o ther a irlin es
domestically as well as internationally
over time, say analysts.

In digo  curren tly is the market
leader with a share of 57 per cent in the
domestic market in August, SpiceJet’s
share stood at 8.7 per cent, Go Air had
a share of 6.8 per cent, Air Asia India
5.2 per cent and TruJet 0.4 per cent,
accord ing to Directorate General of
Civil Aviation data.

“While  many peop le book flights
lo oking  fo r the ch eap est fa re , the
growing aspirational middle class also
will seek a better product, which Vistara
had set to  do. If Air India can reclaim
its legacy and offer a great product with
a consistent level of service, many more
people will choose it to fly even if it’s at
a slig ht premium a nd this will be a
challen ge for the low cost carriers in
the next five years,” Vinamra Longani,
head o f operations at Sarin & Co., a

law firm th at specialises in aircraft
leasing and finance told THE WEEK.

After startin g flig hts to  th e
neighb ouring south , south east Asian
and Gulf countries, Indigo and SpiceJet
have also begun spreading their wings
to countries beyond. In the last one year,
SpiceJet has also expanded its cargo
operations SpiceXpress. But, Air India
plus Vistara could become a formidable
force in the international segment.

“This is evident considering the
network (7 of Vistara and 70 of Air
India, without considering the overlap),
wide bo dy aircraft f leet (total 4 9, 2 of
Vistara an d 4 7 of A ir In dia)  a nd
in tern ation al m arket share of the
co mbination.  Th is entity can  po se
serious threat to the international long
ha ul asp ira tio ns of In diGo o r the
international cargo plans of SpiceJet,”
said Ansuman Deb,  analyst at ICICI
Securities.

The international market share of
Air In dia and Vistara combined  up to
July  2 02 1  stoo d a t 6 4 p er cent,
compared with Indigo’s 29 per cent and
SpiceJet’s 7 per cent, according to ICICI
Securities. Even in the domestic market,

the Tatas will hold a strong 26 per cent
market share with Air India, Vistara
and Air Asia India combined.

Over the last decade, demand for
internation al travel fro m India  has
grown rapidly. However, given that Air
India was the sole player with a wide
internationa l rea ch an d it  too was
unable  to utilise its network to the  full
ca pacity d ue to continuo us losses,
foreign  carriers like Emirates,  Etihad
and Singapore Airlines among others
cashed in on the demand. Now, there is
a potential to get some of this business
back to India, and create more jobs in
the country, with a strong player in the
Tatas, says Jitender Bhargava, former
executive director of Air India.

Domestically though, it’s going to
be a challenge for the smaller players.
Longani of Sarin & Co. said the smaller
players won’t really have a choice but
to keep expanding if they are to remain
competitive. “The p ie is going to get
bigger.  So, the airlines will h ave to
continue to add aircraft so that they stay
relevant,” he said.

Bhargava sees an emergence of a
few strong national players and  a few
who will do well in certain regions.

“In every country you have 2-3
major players. We will also get into
same kind of a situation. You will have
m ajor n atio na l p la yers o r ma jo r
regional players. You can’t have half a
dozen a irlines comp etin g on  every
sector. That is not going to happen. You
need few but stron g airlines a nd not
many, but weak airlines,” Bh argava
told THE WEEK.

The Tatas’ acquisition of Air India
comes at a time billionaire in vestor
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala is starting a new
ultra- low cost airline Akasa a nd Jet
Airways, which was recently acquired
by a consortium of Kalrock Capital and
businessman Murari Lal Jalan, is also
hoping  to fly again in the next few
months. It is clearly not going be easy
for the newbies with a new formidable
player in the Tatas.

Durga puja celebration.. from... Page 01

(Lord Sri Krishna Temple, Haddo) at 8.00 am onw ards. Dusshera
Mahostav am with special pujas will be held from 11.00 am to 9.00 pm. The
President & Members of Baruv a Abhyuday a Sangam, A&N Islands hav e
greeted the islanders. The v illagers of Baruv a has Special Thanks to All
Donors, v olunteers for making Successful of this program.

Golupooja celebration.. from... Page 01

Kuldeep Rai Sharma.. from... Page 01

Spokes pers on,  PC C ,  Shr i
K.Ganeshan today  felicitated the
MP for being nominated as Hon’ble
Member of the Department-related
Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Personnel, Public Griev ances,
Law  & Justice. Meanw hile, the All
India Congress Committee (AICC)
has also appointed Mr Kuldeep Rai
Sharma, Member of Parl iament,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, as

AIC C  Sec retary  attached to
General Secretary  In-Charge of
Karnataka with immediate effect. In
a communication, AICC General
Secretary, Mr KC Venugopal said
that the Congress President has also
appointed Mr Raminder Singh
Aw la, M LA as AICC Secretary
attached to General Secretary  In-
Charge of Karnataka w ith immediate
effect.


