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Thought for today

When youare angry. a
greatdeal of energy is
used up and wasted.
Use energy wisely.
Rangalal Halder
express gratitude
to MoHA for
reconstituting
Panchayat Samitis
Port Blair, Jan 7: The
Andaman & Nicobar Territorial
Congress Commitee President Mr.
Rangald Hallerhas ex pressedhis
sincere gratitude to the Ministry of
Home Affairs for reconstituting
Panchay at Samitis in Andaman &
See... Page 02
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Port Blair, Jan 7: Denizens are
efting rude shocks wit hi

imagine darker day s justahead of
theexamil The mess inthe

g

fluctuations damaging electrical
appliances of late. The city
residents, owing to the defectin
pow er networks, have to face
pow er fluctuation on a daiy basis.
The power fluctuation is making
dents to almost all appliances like
Computrs, Refigerators, Washing
Machines etc. According to
infomation, e problem is likely to
coninue and denizens shouldgear
upto meet another pow erimbroglio
in the days to come. Power DG
sef installed atv aricus houses are
faced with many problems and a

power department led to major
power outages in parts like
Buniy adabad, Haddo, Defanipuretc
inthe lastfew day s that reeled under
8 hours of confnuous blackout. The
situation is made worse withacute
shortage of staff in the department
like JEs, AEs efc.

“The Electricity Department
shoud take immediate cognizance
of the situation. Faults in crucial
power lines should be rectified
immediately. Earnest efforts should
bemadeto strengthenthe workforce
inthe deparimentso that the hisbry

where islanders can

ofp blackouts particularly

duringex aminations should notbe
repeated. Notonce, the Electricity
Department has committed to
uninterrupted pow er supply for the
islanders on numerous occasions.
However, nstances ofpow er-cuts
expose the deparment’s obligation
to provide the basic facility to the

islanders. Sincere eforts shouldbe
made to augment he staff strength
in the crucial department, besides
guaranteeing prompt efforts to rectify

faults in power networks, as and
whenitoccurs.

MP demands ‘Netting’ of entry
points of nallahs infested by

crocodlle in N&.M Andaman

Port Blair, Jan 7: The Member of
Parliamentof Andaman and Nicobar klands,
Mr.Kuldeep Rai Shamma has requestedthe
ChiefSecretary of Andaman and Nicobar
Adminstrationtodirect the ForestDepartment
toplace ‘Nets' atthe entry points of all the
nalahs of Norh and Middle Andaman, w here
crocodiles are sighted frequently, so that
crocodles do notenter inside these nallahs
and people living in the region can lead a
normal life without any fear of Croc odile

attacks.

In a letter addressed to the Chief
Secretary, the Member of Parliament
mentioned that there is a sense of fearamong
residents of Pinakinagar and Jaipur villages
of Middle Andaman because of frequent

Vaccination
drive continuing
smoothly in isles

B

| ShriKuldeep Rai Sharma, Hon'ble MP, AGN
Islands called onAdmiral D K Joshi, PVSM,
AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.), Hon'ble Lt.
Governar, A&N Islands and Vice-Chairman,
Islands DevelopmentAgency today at Raj
Niwas. Discussed curent phase of COVID19
L i various
i megainfraprojects steered through
ﬂ IslandsDevelopmentAgency to boost Tourism
andHospitalty sector in these Islands.

1 Pathania, PTM, TM,
\j IndanCaastGuard called on
4 Admiral D K Joshi, PYSM,
AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.),
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, AGN
Isknds and Vice-Chairman,
Islands Development Agency
today at Rg Niwas. Discussed
issues relatedto ICG and A&N
#= % Coast Guard Region incliding
*=.force accretion, infra perspective
_ @z plans, Coastal Security etc.

Port Blair, Jan 7: The
vaccination drive is continuing
smoothly in A&N Islands. As per
data available, a total
of 6,05,833 beneficiaries have
been vaccinated so far in A&N
Islands. A total 0f2919 people were
vaccinated yesterday. 1984
beneficiaries were v accinated in
South Andaman District, out
ofwhich 1388 beneficiaries were
in the age group of 15-18 years
while 260beneficiaries were in the
age group of 18-44 years.
Similarly, 722beneficiaries were
vaccinakd in North &amp; Middle
Andaman Districtout of w hich 587
beneficiaries were in the age group

sighings of crocodiles in various nallahs of
= the region.

He added thatmost ofthe villages in
North and Middle Andaman region are
situaed aroundthese smal nallahs, w here
crocodiles are frequently sighted since the
lastfew months.

TheMemberof Pariamentpointed out
that for v arious reasons like irigation, fishing
and farming people of the region are

on the llahs and
hencethereis apossibilty ofhuman - animal
conflictin the region.

He mentioned that in the past many

Islanders have already lost their life in | of 15-18 years while
crocodile attacks in Middle and North | ggheneficiaries were in the age
See... Page 02 See... Page 02

COVID-19 status in
A&N Islands

Port Blair, Jan 7: During
the RT-PCR test conducted on
450 passengers who arrived
here Wednesday, 12positive
cases have been detected.
vesterday, 13 flights with 1764
passengers arrived, out of
which, 1421 were vaccinated
with both doses while REPCR
test was conducted on 343
passengers (includes 11 foreign
travellers) and the reports are
awaited. About 24 positive cases
were found during the test
conducted wednesday. During
RAT conducted on 107
passengers boundfor North &

30 yrs old man killed in road
accldent at Panighat, Mayabunder

Pillai::  According to sources, Saw John Panighat, Mayabunder at about

Middle And at

arguny,
tmo positive cases were detected.
At Mohanpura Bus Terminus,
test was conducted on 52
passengers and all were found
negative. AtPhoenix BayJett,
36 passengers were tested with
RAT and all were found
negative. At Helipad, 1
passenger was tested with RAT
and was found negative.
yesterday till 3 pm, 610 dosesof |
vaccines were administered to
beneficiaries, out of which, 410
Covaxin  doses  were
administered to children between
the age group of 15-18years.

Mayabmder, Jan07: Aman Paul, S/o of Saw John Day, aged 140 pm. Hewas driving a Scooty
was killed in a road accident at 30 yrs metwith a accident near andwas hitby a STS passenger
Panighat, May abunder on Friday. Petrol See... Page 02
- i

DSS taking measures to minimizing
the stay of vessels i in the (11 9% dock

PortBlair, 7" Jan, 2022: The
Direcbrate of Shipping Services in
order to improve efficiency and
operationalise more number of
vessels has taken various steps.
Towards achieving the said goals,

the Directorate of Shipping Services
has putin sincere eforts to optimize
the utilization of dry docks. Pre
docking preparations w erestrictly
adhered b for thesev essels w hich
are allotted dry docks slots with

respectto the quanum of repairand
readiness by the repairingagency
including men and materials. This
acton proved to be effective due to
which, the ov erstay ing of vessels

See... Page 02

Vishal expresses gratitude

PortBlair, Jan 07: ShriVishal

= | Joly, Nationd Executive Member,

BJP & Former State President
BJP-A&N Islands and Member
Home Ministry Advisory
Committee, Govt of India
expressed his sincere gratitude to
the Hon’ble Union Home Minister
Shri Amit Shah, National President
BJP Shri J.P. Nadda, National

General Secretary (Org) ShriB. L.
Santhosh and National Secretary
& Prabhari BJP-ANI Shri Y
Saty akumar for reinstatement ofthe
abolished “Panchay at Samit’” in A
&N Islands. The decision of the
Union Gov t. for re-establishment of
abolished Panchay at Samiti of
these islands shows the
determination of Modi Govt.

towards a participatory form of
democracy.

Further he stated that the
decisionofthe Union Government
willimmensely benefit vilagers for
developing he village infrastucture
and redress their grievances and
demands et in real ime. At this
criticaljuncture w hen the Nation is
experiencinga pandemic.

ADMISSIONS OPEN

FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2022 -

gratitude to

PortBlair, Jan7: A delegationof - Shama met Secretry PBMC to
streetv endors, alongw ith he Member  resolv e heissuing ofsteetv endors

23

th

CBSE - NEET/IIT JEE SCHOOL :

anuarv, 2022

2i 685 e

Vi
Bodh| Cc:mpus BODHI IMLRJ\AHON.-\L
CBSE NEETHITJEESCHOOL

!."ul.lmmal ﬁnowludgu Park, Chennai - Tamil Naﬂu, India. [25 km from |:|III'II'IITI]
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of Parliament, Shri Kuldeep Rai license and tostop theforceiul fnes
= - 0 ;

Street vendors express

MP

by the PBMC. Allthe steetvendors
has thanked he MP orteking up heir
issues before he Secretary, PBMC.

NABARD to launch of
Potential Linked Credit
Plan for Islands-2022-23

PortBlair, Jan 7: NABARD
has been preparing to launch
Potential Linked Credit Plan
(PLP) for all the districts in the
country"annually. For the ensuing
yeari.e. 202223, NABARD have
been preparing PLP for the UT of
Andaman & Nicobar Island by
way of a consultative and
participatory approach involving
all the relevant stakeholders in the
field of agriculture and rural

developmentto simulae balanced
development and growth of the
Islands.

A convergence meet of
NABARD, CIARI and Govt.
Departments to showcase a few
such successful farm sector
projects supported by NABARD
andimplementedby CL\RIw hich
haveample poential or replication
and upscaling will also be
organised as part of the meet.

| THE SUCCESS STORY OF NEET CONTINUES IN VELAMMAL

e

Dpp. to alrport exit gate,

(] Lamba Line, Jungli Ghat -

2(700+ XD (680 XD
670+ IB
1 |600+@|500+@

Port Blair, Jan 7: In view of therising Covid-19 cases in
the islands, the inistration it y for the
air passengers to carry RT-PCR negatrve testreportand it has
been made y foralltheil fo carry
theRT-PCR negative test reportand showrtm the alrport said
Mr Pankaj Kumar, Secretary, IP&T while interacting with the
local media persons at the conference of Directorate of IP&T
hereon Friday. He requested that people should follow Covid
appropriate behavior and should stay athome asm uch as

o]

650+ED

tary, IP&T

possibleand gathering in

. market places should be
awoided.

He further informed

thatinstructions are given

See...Page 06
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leave democracy enriched.

Year.

Happy New Year

As the old year was giving way to the new; inthis age of
the image, two videos seemed to tell a story. In the first,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, giving an election speech
in Moradabad in poll-bound UP, exhorts his audience to
vote for his party’s ‘nizam (ruling order)’, which he says, is
different from that of its rival. He spells out the difference:
In the SP’s nizam, N is for Nasimuddin, | for Imran
Masood... In other words, for all the BJP’s publicity and
claims on governance, its senior leader and minister seems
to be once again framing the same bare and impoverished
choice in UP 2022 — us versus them, one faith versus
another. The sense that the BJP could be preparing to run
ajoyless, leaden campaign, weighed down by resentments,
is a dispiriting thing to carry into the new year. Now, cut to
the second video. Women in a house in Tumakuru, the
walls festooned with balloons, are eloquently and forcefully
telling off some men, Hindutva vigilantes, who were
apparently trying to disrupt their Christmas celebrations.
You don'’t need to know the language the women speak to
understand what they say. The brave women of Tumakuru
who refused to be bullied, not the politician in the polarising
campaign, is the apt freeze-frame on which to end the year
that saw farmers speak back to their government.

Last year, the farmers agitated and won. In November
2020, protesting farmers, mainly from Punjab and Haryana
but also from elsewhere, had reached Delhi’s borders to
camp in the open against the Centre’s three farm laws,
pushed through amid a pandemic. In November 2021,
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi finally took to television
to announce his govemment's decision to repeal the laws,
it had become clear that the issue was not their merit —
they were reformist in intent, and by all accounts and indiices,
Punjab’s agriculture is crying out for change. The point was
that the farmers had dug in their heels and the government
could not go on ignoring their insecurities and concerns.
Over more than a year, the farmers showed the power of
peaceful resistance — the movement was scarred by the

violence on January 26 but for the most part, it remained
patient and unswerving. Its jouney and its denouement

Of course, 2021 was also the year of other stories.
The heartrending loss suffered by so many, seemingly
abandoned by a rudderless government and unprepared
administration, in that second deadly surge of Covid in
April-May. And, by year-end, the formidable and impressive
success of the vaccination programme, which now hopefully
helps India brace for a possible third wave of the mutated
virus with the largest population of vaccinated people in the
world. The many snapshots of institutional norms under
challenge, the weaponising of laws against free speech,
and the Opposition’s continuing inability to hold up its end
of the debate. Yet, amid the challenges and the continuing
pandemic, is a hope for 2022 that draws from the unmasked
spirit of the farmers and the women: The people will speak
and the powerful will be compelled to listen. Happy New

RangalalHalder.

Nicobar Islands. He said that the
decision of MHA will help the
Congress party to carry the policies,
programmes, principles and

from... Page 01

ideology of Congress among the
far-of villagers of A&N Islands and
furtherstrengthenthe Panchayat Raj
Institition.

MP demands ‘Netting’..

Andamanand hencethereis aneed
fo take some steps to preventany
possble human-animal confictin he
region in future. Considering the
threat to general public and also
sakty ofcrocodiles, the Memberof
Parliament requested the Chief

Sfrom... Page 01

Secretary to direct the Forest
Department to place ‘Nets' at the
entry points ofal these nallahs so
thatcroc odiles do notenter inside
these nallahs and people living in
the region can lead a normal life
withoutany fear of Crocodle attack

Amid the surging COVID-19
numbers, the Centre, on Friday, issued
afesh setofguidelines for international
passengers. According to the
guidelnes, peoplearriving fom abroad
wil have to undergo seven-day home

ine. The guidelines will be in

D F

N

Maurifus, New Zealand, Zimbabwe,
Tanzania, Hong Kong, Israel, Congo,
Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Keny a, Nigeria,
Tunisiaand Zambia. Peoplew hoarrive
in hdia from these countries willhave
tofolow addtional measures, including

force from January 11.

The Centre alsoissued a listof
'Atrisk' countries —countries in
Eurcpe includingthe UK, South Afiica,
Brazil, Botswana, China, Ghana,

o ival tesing.

The guidelines:

All travellers should submit
complet information inself-declarafon
form on the online Air Suvidha portal
beforethe scheduled traveel, including

JUIDELIN

the trav el details of last 14days.
They will have to upload a
negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report.
Thetestshould hav ebeenconducted
within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the
joumey.
Each hall al

on the portal or to the ministry of civil
aviation, through airlines concerned
before they are allow ed to undertake
the journey thatthey would abide by
the decision of the appropriate
govemmentauhoiity to undergohome/
institutional i If-health

a declaratrion with respect to the
authenticity of the report and will be

monitoring, as warraned.
Travellers from specified counties
d idemiobgical situation of

liable for criminal p iffound
otherwise.

They shoudgive anundertaking

COVID-19 in those countries) are
identified for additional follow up. The
listing of such specified countries is a
dy namic exercisebased on evoling
situation of COVID-19 across the
world. Al fravellers who need to
undertake testing on arrival, should
preferably pre-book the testonline on
Air Suv idha Portal to facilitate imely
tesing.

Passengers originating or
fransiting from 'At-risk' countries shall
beinformed by the airlines that they
will undergo post arrival testing,
quarantine ifested negative, strngent
isolation protocols if tested positive.
Atlines to allow boarding by only these
passengers who have filled in all the
information in the self declaration form
onthe Air Suvidha portal and uploaded
thenegativeRT-PCR testreport. Only
asymptomatic travellers will be
allowed to board after thermal
screenng.

All passengers shall be advised
todownload Aarogya Setu app on their
mobiledevices.

During inflightcrew shall ensure
thatC OVID appropriate behaviouris
follow ed atall imes. If any passenger
reports sy mpbms of COVID-19 during
flight, he/she shall be isolated as per
protocol.

De-boarding should be done
ensuringphy sical distancing.

Thermal screening would be
carried out in respect of all the
passengers by the health officials
present at the airport. The self
declaration form filled online s hall be
shownto the airport health staff.

The passengers found to be
symptomatic duringscreening shallbe
immediately isolated and taken to
medical facility as per health probcol.
Iftested positive, their contacts shall
be identfied and managed as per laid
down probcol. All tavelers (includng
those two percentw ho w ere selected
forrandom testing onarriva andwere
found negativ ) from ‘At-risk’ countiies
wilundergo home quaranine fr 7day s
and shall undertake RT-PCR teston
the 8th day ofarrival in India.

International travellers arriving
through seaports and land ports will
also have to undergo the same
protocals.

Marriage without feelings is just a
legal bond, says Delhi HC while
granting divorce to couple

India, Indonesia FMs discuss Aceh-
Andaman-Nicobar connectivity,
Myanmar and Afghanistan

New Delhi, 7" Jan, 2022 The
Delhi High Court dissolved a
couple’s marriage for cruelty,
remakingthatthe husband regarded
the wife as his “overseas wife,”
merely to utiiseheras atemporary
companion, andthat heir marital link
was ireparable. Keeping the
husband and wik legally bonded
would deprive them of living a
completelife. The continuafonofthis
marital relationship constitutes
serious mental cruelty to the
petiforer. Whie grantng aw oman's
divorce, the judge made this
statement. While overturning the
Family Courts refusal to allow
divorce,abench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh stated
thatboth parties would be able to
starta new life ifthe divorce was
grarted. Accordingto the court, the
goalof marriageis b unie wosous
w ho embark on the perilous journey
known as life. They share their
experiences, smiles, emotions,
friumphs, and problems. They are

presentin their emotional, mental,
andbodily selves. On tis voyage
oflife, people form personal, social,

iri ionships, treasure

could notbe proven. Heattempted
to assassinate his father-in-law
character’s in sev eral ways. Any

elf would fndit

lasing memories, and make goals
forthe future, all w hie coexisting in
sociely. According to the bench, in
the currentcase, the parties have
notlived together save fora brief
period afer marriage. The husband
freated his wife as a foreign lady,
merely using her as atemporary
companion. According b e bench,
the wife is educatedand w orks fora
multinational comporation. Over 11
years, the couple emaied together
for afew days while the husband
was in Canada. According to the
court, how the spouseexecuid his
position. It demonstrates a
disinterested and apathetic attitude
toward the wife. The husband’s
behaviour demonstrates that
preserving he marriage w as nothis
top concern. Notonly that, but the
husband made sev ere and heinous
claims about the wife’s father that

impossible to lve with a guy who
had hurled such heinous claims about
her father. “We believe that the
behaviour abov eof the spouse is
alsogrounds formentd cruelly b he
appellant,” the bench stated. As a
resut, th iage is

New Delhi, Jan 7: India's
External Affairs Minister Dr S

which is considered to be a key
global choke point
Bei fthe tant

and foreign
minister Retho Marsudi on
Wednesday in the new year

shippinglanes, any stoppage of rafic
here canimpact countries ike China,

a range of
issues including the
Aceh and Andaman
Nicobar island
connectivity. During
Indian Prime Minister

and void. The lady appealed the
Family Courts judgement ciming
thattheir inter-caste marriage took
placeon May 6,2010, at Ary a Samaj
Mandir in Uttar Pradesh. She was
studying B.Tech at Lucknow
University w hileher husbandw as
in Canada. After marriage, the
husband moved to Canada and
reurned to Indiafora few days afer
many years. He used to return to
spend ime with her. During this ime,
her spouse verbally andsexually
abusedher. Theclims, on the other
hand, were dismissed by the
spouse.

s 2018
visit to Indonesia,
among  several
agreements, bothsides decided to
cooperate in connecivity between
Andaman and Nicobar island and
Aceh province ofindonesia.
Sabangportin Aceh is around
90 nautical miles from the Indian
islands of Andaman and Nicobar.
During the 2018 visit, it was also
decidedtosetup ajointtask freeto
undertake project for port-related
infastucture inand around Sabang
by both he neighbouring countries.
Important to note, Sabang sifs atthe
entrance of the Strait of Malacca,

w jor chunk of energy and

1y

frade passes via the strait. During
the conversation, both sides also
discussed the Covid crisis, the
situation in Myanmar and
Afghanistan. Indonesia, as an
ASEAN member has been

been a key stakeholder. In fact, the
Indonesian foreign minister was the
only women breign minister during
lastmorth’s Organization oflslamic
cooperatonforeign minisers meeting
in Islamabad on Afghanistan.
Discussions were also
madeonthe Coviderisis.
Indonesia had reached
out to India during the
secondwaveof the crisis
g lasty ear. After his, India

had sent support to the

country when it was hit
by he pandemic. Indian Navy had
delivered Liquid Medical Oxygen
(LMO)contairers to he county as
part of mission Sagar. Both
countries are partofthe G20 Traka
aswell Indonesia will hold the G20

aboutthedev
inMyanmar, justlike New Delhi.
Myanmar saw a coupin Febmuary
of last year with several poliical
leaders being detained. There were
also reports of large-scaleviolence
happening in the country. In
Afghanistan, lke India, hdonesiahas

is y ear and hand ov erthe
baton to India w ho will be chairing
the grouping nex ty ear. India willbe
hosting the G20 summitfor thefirst
time in 2023wt the construction of
thevenue centres takingplace ata
rapid pace inthe nafonal capital New
Dehi.

'Free rapid antigen tests makes economic sense for govts'

Following considerable public
pressureover the pastiew w eeks, the federal

30 yrs old man..

bus and diedonthe spot. Saw John
was employed in the Veterinary
departmentin he post of Veterinary
Compounder. The dead body of
deceased John is keptin the

Sfrom... Page 01
mortuary of R.P. Hospital. After
completionofpostmortem, and other
formalities, the dead body was
givento the famiy. He is suvived
with his wife and two children.

DSS taking measures..

under repair in the dry dock could
beminimized which resuled indry
dock slot availability to v essels
watingforthe same. Whilev essels
areindry dock, periodc monitoring
systems were evolved by which
the progress of repairs were
monitored to ensure the vessels
complete the repair w orks within he
allotted period of dry dock and
undock as per schedule.

Wit the abov e nitationby the
Drrectorate, around 87 v essels w ere
provideddry docking fciifes durng
the calendar year 2021. Though due
to the pandemic situations, proper
precautionary measures by
following COVID protocol and
meticulous planning of the
Directorate by addressing various
constraints wereable b achieve he
desiredresult While steamlining he

from... Page 01

dry dock dlotment and its opimum
utilization, the Directorate has also
considered allotment to priv ate
passenger vessels which are
operatd in the Tourism secbr and
cargov essels w hich are essenfaly
operaedto ransport cargoincluding
essential commodities to various
islands partcularly Southern Group
ofIslands. This consideration is to
enhance the capacity tohande more
tourists and to maintain the supply
chain of essential and non -
essential petroleum products, LPG
etc. The Directorate is further
making efforts to address other
factors, if any, tow ards minimizing
the stay of vessels inthe dry dock
which will pavethe way to reduce
waiting period ofthe v essels fordry
dock so that more vessels are
avaiable br service.

Vaccination drive ..

group of 18-44years. 213
beneficiaries were vaccinated in
Nicobar District, out ofw hich 202

from... Page 01

beneficiaries were in the age group
of 15-18y ears while 1 beneficiary

9
haders wil soon beabletocolectupto en
free rapid antigen tests over hreemonts.

But everyone else will continue to
have to purchase their ow n rapidantigen
tests, which costupw ards ofA$10 a test.

In countries like Singapore, the UK
and Germany, rapid antigen ests arefree
foreveryone. We've dev eloped amodel
thatesimates how cost-effectivea policy of
govermment-inded rapid antigen tests for
all Australians would be. We'v e released
our economic analysis as a pre-printonline,
whichis yetto be independently reviewed
by other researchers.

We found a policy of government-
funded rapid antigen ests for all is highly
likely to be cost-efiective.

Even minor reductions in Covid

e
isolafon would justify theadditionalcosts
associatedw ith e policy.

Why is testing so mportant?

Testingand contact tracing hav e been
theprimary measures usedto nteruptthe
spread of Covid around he word.

Ore of the beneits of sing forcases
isitallow s countries torapidly identfy new
cases, isolate afeced peopleand theirclose
contacts, and thereby slow further

ission of the disease. I
reliedonPCR (poly merase chainreaction)
tests to confirm Covid cases, which are
fundedby the federa government and fee
forAustalians.

But the emergence of the highly
issible Omicron variant, coincidng

wasinh p of 1844y

witha relaxation of pubiic healthrestrictions

surgein C
thePCR tsting sy sem.

users have Covid, andthata
testcosts $10.

andthe sodial festiv e season, has led toa

people early, compared with agroup in

id in Austraiia,

Governments arepiv oting tow ards

usingrapid antigen teststo confrm posiive
cases, which cangiveresults n 15minutes,
although they 're notas accurate as PCR
tes.

How does our analy sis w ork?
We created a “decision tree” model,

whichrepresents thetestngpahw ay s fora
hy pothetical group of people without Covid
symptoms.

We used itto estimate the number of

Covid-positive people isolating before
developing sy mptoms.

Its key people isolate as early as

possible, to reduce the risk of spread to
others. We analy sed a range of possible
scenaris.

Akey parameter s the proportion of

people who use a rapid antigen testw ho
have Covid.

Let's play out one scenario.
Lets say agroup of 10,000 people

getfree rapid antigen tests funded by the
govemnment. Assume 1,000 outof 10,000

which 20% purch
antigen tests.

Providing free rapid tests for 10,000
people would cost the government
$100,000, but spendingless on PCR tests
(whichare about $150 each) reduces the
addifonal costs tothe gov ernment b around

§52,000.

Rapid antigen tests are less effective
in people with no symptoms, so they
wouldn’t catch everybody in the group

who's Covid-posifve.

Butthe neteffect is preventing an
additional 464 people from infecting more
people, thereby reducing costs to the
economy of further infections. The costs of
these people isolating only aterdev eloping
symptoms would likely be far higherthan

the extra $52,000 spentontests.

Dividing the $52,000 by the 464
earlier isolating cases gives us anestimate
ofthe costto the government per additional
eafier solatng person with Covid - $112.
This allows us to compare alternative

scenarios.

Forexample, ifonly 500 of 10,000

Letsalso assume2,0000f the 10,000

would buy rapid antigen tests if not
govemmentfunded. (The reaHlfe proportion
whowould be willing and able to buy a
rapid antigen testis impossible to know,
giventhe currentshortge.)

Whatdid we find?
In the group where everyone had

access b feerapidanigen est, hemodel
estimates this policy would result in
successfully isolating an additional 464

users of g

be §328.

If only 100 of 10,000 users have
Covid, he corresponding value is $2,052.
The less Covid circulating, the less
efectivea polcy of freerapid antigen tests
for all would be. But even with low
prevalence, its stil highly likely to be cost-

efective.

The expected benefits of early

d their own rapid

rapid anigen
tests had Covid, 232 more people would
isolate early and the cost per additional
earlier isolating person with Covid w ould

number).

ofdaily cases.

£

economy of not

isolation are difficult to quantify, but itcan
only help toconstrai the spread ofCovid
andthe number ofpeople incted by each
person with Covid (the reproductive

Modelling show s that in Australiathe
reproductive number increased from
around 1 to 1.5 over the course of
December2021, and daily reported Covid
cases increased from around 1,000 b over
30,000. This illustrates the importance of
the reproductive number and he magnitude
ofthe potential effects of increasing early
isolation of people with Covid. Even a
minor reductionin the reproductive number
wil hav e a significant effecton he number

There are highcos' tohedth andthe

far higher than the $112 it mig

person with Covid.
Arethere any downsides

people used rapid antigen tests

the policy.

of the testing process should
overuse —noone enjoys stickin
up heir nose!

Hoarding is anoherrisk, a:

costs associated withone Covid caseare

htcost the

government per additional early isolated

?

One thing to consider is overuse. If

toomuch,

for example when people are highly
unlikely to have been exposed toCovid,
this would reduce the costeffectiveness of

In saying that, the unpleasantnature

limit such
g the swab

s withtoiet

paper in the early days of the pandemic.

So it would be important to ensure

"

Covidpositive people early.

And some will die.

from the initial phase of the

symptoms from the virus,
knownas “long Covid”.

Al of these outcomes |§
impose significant costs to
people and society. We

coud meke aconservaive

assumption that eachearly
isolated case prevents at
leastone new Covid case
and thatthe broad range of

isolating

Covid positive people, who don't
know they're positiv e, will spread it to
oters, many ofwhomwillget sick, requie
medical atention, and take time offw ork.
Some will need to go to hospital, be in
intensiv e care, and be puton a ventiator.

Aproportion ofthose w ho dorecov er

infection will hav e lingering P

in the supply and
the sts.

Constraining the spread of Covid is
important for many reasons,

including

d long-rm hy

reducing burden onthehedth sy sem, and
increasing av ailabiity of essentalw orkers.
Easy and equitable access to esting is a

comnerstone of the public health response

X

N

to Covid. Italso makes economic sense.

CM K
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Omicron less severe than
Delta, but don't consider
it as 'mild’': WHO chief

World Health Organisation Director- Ghebreyesus pointed to the figure of9.5
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on million COVID cases globally reported to the
Thursday warned against acommonpercepton WHO lastw eek. He pointed outthe ﬁgure was
surrounding Omicron: ltwas amild variantof as “itdi backi
COVID-19. of testing around the Christmas-New Year

Ata press briefngin Genev a, Ghebreyesus  holiday s, positive selftests notregistered and
was quoted by AFPas saying “While Omicron  overburdened surveillance sy stems missing
does appear to be less sev ere compared to  cases”.

Delta, especially inthose vaccinated, itdoes Ghebresyesus urged nations to share
notmean itshoud be categorised as mild.” vaccine doses farly in2022. “Vaccine inequity

He noted Omicron was putiing people in isa killer ofpeople and jobs and it undermines a
hospital and causing deaths “just like previous ~ globaleconomic recovery. Booster after booster
variants”. He warned the “tsunamiof cases is  in asmall number of countries will not end a
sohuge and quick, thatitis overw helminghealth pandemic while billions remain completely
sysems aound he world". unprotected,” the WHO chief was quoted as

saying by AFP.

generation v accines may not stop
allinfections and transmission, but
they remain highly effective in
reducing hospitaisation and death
from this virus.

“Soas well as vaccination,
public health social measures,
including the wearing of w ell-fiting
masks, distancing, avoiding
crowds and improving and
investing in ventilation are
importntfor limiting tansmission,”
he said.

He lamented that at the
current pace of vaccinerolout, 109
countries wouldmiss outon fully
vaccinating 70 per cent of their
populations by the start of July
202.

SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,
Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notification 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Ex amination | Various
Vacancies | LastDate: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL RecruitmentNofification @ ssc.nic.in

SSC CGL Exam Notification 2022: Staff Selection Commission (SSC) has released
Combined Graduate Level Examination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL exam nofification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I(Vol.-l)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C vacant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL exams will
be conducted to fillup the following posts such as AssistantAudit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant, Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax Assistant
& Other posts. Online registration link is available from 23.12.2021 atw ww.ssc.nic.in.
Candidates who willing to work under Central Governmentmay apply online for SSC CGL
exam 2021 notification. The Lastdate to submitthe online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor's Degree holders can apply forSSC CGL exam 2021. Applicants musthave
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL exam consists of Tier 1& Tier Il (ComputerBased
Exam), Tier lll (Descriptive paper) & Tier IV (CPT/ Data Entry Speed Test). SSC CGL
nofification 2021 & apply online link for SSC recruitmentare available @ www . ssc.nic.in.

Ghebreyesus noted thatfirst-
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WCD Delhi Recruitment 2022,
Apply 30 Social Worker &
Other Vacancies @
www.weddel.in

WCD Dehi Recruitment 2022 | Members Social Worker & Other Posts | Total Vacancies
30| Last Date: 10.01.2022 | Dow nload WCD Delhi J ob Notification @ wcddel.in

WCD Delhi Recruitment2022: De partmentof Women & Child Dev elopment (WCD),
Delhi has issued new notice for post of the Chairperson (CWC), Member (CWC) and
Member Social Worker (JJB) for limited for the various Child Welfare Committees (CWC)
and Juv enile Justice Boards (JJB). ltnvites online mode application from eligible candidates.
As per WCD Delhi recruitment notification, totally 30 vacancies are allocated WCD Delhi
Vacancy and post wise vacancy details are given below . Candidates who are searching
jobs in Delhi kindly make the online registration from 27.12.2021 to 10.01.2022.

WCD Dehi recruitment 2022 nofiiication & WCD Delhi Jobs apply online link is available
@ Www. wcddelin. Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs mustcheck heir eligibility i.e.

ion, age imf, i d etc. Departmentof Women & Child Dev elopment
(WCD), Delhi selection will be based on Test/ Interview and selected candidates w ill be
appoinkd atanyw here in Delhi State. More details of w cddel.in recruiment, WCD Delhi New
vacancy, upccmlngnohcs sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result,
ions and et. will beuploaded onofficial w ebsite.

You may V|5|tCareer page o getmore details about this recruitment. Here y ou will get
age limit, ication mode, fee and how to apply.
larly toget latest updates & upcoming govtexams.

K s

Kk www.daily

CAGRecruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other
Vacancies (@ cag.gov.in

CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acancies
[Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in

CAG Recruitment 2022: In this article, w e hav e des cribed the LatestJobs of CAG
Recruitment 2022 details. New Delhi hasinvites applications from eligble applicant for hiring
49+ vacancies. Post wise vacancy details are givenbelow . Interested and eligible applicant
shouldapply throughoffiine modeonly. These49+vacancieswill be allocated forthe post of
Sr. Audtofficer, Asst. AuditOfficer, Sr. Account Officer. Beforefinal i of

STPI Recruitment 2022, B.E/
B.Tech Vacancies, Apply @

s
stpi.in

STPI Recruitment 2022 | Member Technical Staff | 14 Vacancies | Last Date:
16.01.2022| STPI Job Notification @ stpi.in

STPIRecruitment 2022: Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) invites online
application for filling up Group A S&T vacancy. As per STPI recruitment 2022 nofification
(No. 2(4)/l STPIHQ/ 2021-22), there are 14 vacancies are allocated for the post of
Member Technical Staffposts. Online application process w as started from 18.12.2021.
Candidates with Engineering Degree are capable to apply for this Software Technical Park
recruitment 2022. The Last date to submit the online application form is 16.01.2022.
Registered candidates should submit the printoutof their filled online form on or before
31.01.2022.

Employees of Central/ State Government/ PSUs/ Autonomous organizations should
forward their application through proper channel. Central Govt job seekers may use this
chanceto apply forthls STPI jobs. These adv ertised vacancies will be filed on absomptions/

form, candidate must review their application form carefully. Selected candidate will get the
pay matrix of level-8 & level-10. The last date to apply for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Ofﬁcer (31.01.2022) and other postshould be (21.01.2022).
willbe based The period of can be extended

/ i per candidate performance. Central gov job seekers may dow nload the
CAG recruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment process may be based on
writen test/interview . Ex perience in relev antfieldis eligible to apply. Candidates w ho saisfy
the below condition may send their filled application form along with s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and vigilance certificate etc to reach
the given below address. Read the below table to getthe details of location, post name and
organization name éfc.

Details regarding CAG Sr. Auditofficer & other jobs like educational qualification, age
limit, selection process, & How b apply are provided abov e. Check out the latest currentjob
notification is avaiable atDaiy recruitmentsite.

Aspirants needto pay a fee via prescribed mode. CA/ CMA/ Degree in Law is desirable
qualification to apply for this SSC CGL Selected will be appoil
anyw here inindia. Indicative sy llabus & exam scheme arementioned in official notification.
More detils of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 noffication, sy llabus, ex am date, previous quesion
paper, admitcard, answer key, meritlist, selection list, results and upcoming SSC exam
notices will be uploaded at oficial w ebsite.

K.R.G. Kalai l(aven School

BUNIYADABAD  Reg. No. 1230/2005
Post Bux Nu, 167, ,
Port Blair - 744 102
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2022|General Manager, AGM & Other PcstHO vacanmes |Last

date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Form @ org
CMRL Recruitment2021: Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from
qualified and ex perienced p | for the appointment to the postof General Manager,

AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM. These 10 vacancies will be assigned through
CMRL recruitment. Candidates must be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this GeneralManager and other post. Before finalsubmission
of application form candidate mustreview their application form carefully. The closing date
offilled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload he CMRL recruitment application form
and Chemnai Metro Railrecruitment noffication from official w ebsite. The CMRL willconduct
the interview /written test. Persons already working in Gov ernrment/PSU organizationshould
apply through proper channel. Atthe time of interview candidates should produce the NOC

direct willbe placed atany centre of STPI. Aspirants need to
pay a feethrough prescribed mode & menton the UTR/ TransactionIDinthe online application
form. Applications received by the last date for this STPI careers will be screened. Eligible
canddates will be called for writen exam/ persond interview .

Softw are Technology Parks of India is the full form of STPI, the units ex pored software
and information technology and the state with the largest ex port contribution was Karataka
folowedby Maharashtra, TamilNadu, Haryana and Telangana. STPIhasa presence in many
major cifes of Indiaincluding he Cifes Bangalore, Chennai, Hy derabad, Trivandrum (kerala),
Kanpur, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh), Patna (Bihar), Bhubaneshw ar (Orissa), Kolkatta (West
Bengal), Mumbai, Nagpur, Pune Warangal ( Kakinada, Tirupati,
Vijayaw ada, Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Surat (Gujarat).

For more details of STPIrecruitment, kindly check at www .stpi.in. The directlink for
STPICareers portal has provided below . Keep looking atwww .daily recruitment.in to know
latestjob updates.

CDAC Chennai Recruitment
2022 [Apply Engineer
Vacancies] @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recruitment 2022 | Post: Project Engineer & Project Associate |
Vacancies: 19| End Date: 18.01.2022| Apply CDAC Chennai Jobs @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recruitnent2022: This time the Centre for Development of Adv anced
Computing (CDAC), Chennai has announced 19 vacancies for the position of Project
Engineer & Project Associate. CDAC, Chennai is looking for bright & result oriented
persons for the above said posts under various short-term projects. The CDAC invites
online applications for the appointmentpurely on contract basis. The contract duration is
initially for a period of 01 (One) y ear or co-terminus with the project w hichever is earlier.
Duringthis period candidates w ho are selected for this job they geta pay scale of Rs. 34,000
toRs. 40,000.

certificates . Candidates may send thelrﬁlled appllcahcnferm along with the s elf-atte sted

pp ho are fr Tamil Nadu jobs may apply this CDAC Chennai jobs by
ing onine from 03.01.2022 to 18.01.2022. The CDAC conduct writtentest

copies of certificates in support of experience birth
certifcates, community certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form will notbe considered for afterthe due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs like educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection process, & How to apply are provided above. Check out the latest current job
notification is av ailable atDaily recruitment site.

| skilltest/ interview b select eligible candidates forthe givenposts. Those candidates whoare
qualified for CDAC job vacancy will be appointed at Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai, Bhopal and
Anyw here in India. More details of Jobs in CDAC Chennairecruitment, careers, CDAC jobs,
selection list, merit list, resultetc. will be available on the official website. Scroll dow n to get
complete details about CDAC job vacancy.

We hope that, in this article y ou can getal the details about CDAC Chennai recruitment.
Keep in touch wih daily recruitment.into get more latest updates.
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COVID-19: NEXT VARIANT COULD BE MORE
VIRULENT WARNS, INDIAN-ORIGIN UK EXPERT

The reduced severity of Omicron is
good news for now, butit is the result of an
“evolutionary mistake" as Covid-19 is
transmitting very efficiently and there is no
reason forit to become milder, indicating
thatthe next variant coukl be mare virukent,
a leading Indian-origin scientist from the
University of Cambridge has wamed.

Ravindra Gupta, Professor of Clinical
Mrcmbn/ogy at the Cambridge Institute for

Advisory Group (NERVTAG), keeping up
the vaccination drive is important because
that remains “our first Ine of defence” against
the virus.

"Whist we have a situationof a mider
variant, we should use that as a chance to
increase vaccination coverage, " he said.

Asked how he sees the Omicron wave
impacting India, Prof. Gupta said it was

airways where implications foroxygenation
and lung function are milder compared to if
things are going on deep into your lungs,"he
explains.

As the Omicron variant does notengage
the TMPRSS2 very efficiently, its ability to
cause large fused cells is impaired. This
fusion mechanism of making largercells is a
way that the virus can help itself avoid

important to learn from other

and Infecti
Drseas% (CITIID), ked arecent study onthe
Omicron variant and was among the first
globally to describe the modified fusion
mechanism of cels at py which might make
Omicron morevisible to the body’s
immunedefences.

While the study showed that
the new variant, dominantin the UK
andnow sweepingparts of India, is
infecting the cells found in the lungs
less, the virus itself is not intending \,
to become mider.

"There is this assumption that
viruses becomemore benign over
time butthat's not what's happening
here because those are long-term
evolutionary trends," Prof. Gupta
told PTl in an interview on Thursday.

"SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) does not
have that issue because it is trans mitting
very efficiently soitdoesn'thave any reason
to become milder, especially in the era of

ionwithplenty of
So that's why | think it's an evolut:onary
mistake. It's not something intentional that
the virusis trying todoto change its bology, "
heexplained.

"This finding of reduced severity with
Omicronis obviously goodnews for now but
the next variant that comes, and there will
be one, will not necessarily have these
characteristics and could go back to the
severity that we've seen before.

"And, in fact [ think it probably will....
Therefore, blocking infection is a potentially
desirable thing to do rather than what I've
heard, whichis people seeing this as anatural
vaccine. That is an understandable but
dangerous thing to do because we don't
understand the complete r'mplr'catiuns of
different vanarts on our health,” hesard

and take p ptive action.
Also, the types of vaccines used, with fewer
RNA vaccines compared to the US and
Europe, and genetic differences could play a
role in India's experience of the Omicron

wave.

Gupta said: "In India, there were a lot
of Detta infections so there's someimmunty
there. The vaccines have been rolled out
vely nicely. We know that Omicronis ableto
escapefrom vaccies andthird dose boosting
is essential.

"It's not clear in India, where mainly
people have had twodoses plus an infection,
whetherthis will be adequate. There will be
certain people who are vulnerable who get
sick and do need ventilation, specially the
unvaccinated. "That's why caution is needed
and focus on infection transmission
interruption and vaccination are so
important."Accordingto Gupta’s study into
Omicron, there seems to be a difference
between its impact on the deep tissues in
thelung and the upper airways orbronchus.
This is down to the presence of a particular
protein orenzyme which is sitting on the
surface of the cells in the lung called
TMPRSS2, which prevents the virus from
efficientinfection.

A g to the UK- with
famiial oots in Uttar Pradesh, who advises
the UK government's Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies (SAGE) and New
and Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats

"So, two pathways areavailable tothe
virus and Omicron prefers one pathway rather
than the other and because of that choice,
that pathway is more dominantin the upper

and by not
to fuse, Omicron might make itself more
visible to the immune system.

“It's a bit unclear. But it's very real and
it's very related to what we call a tropism
(behavicural) switch. The big question is why

the virus is unable to use
TMPRSS2. We are still trying to
understand this... for some reason,
Omicron's spike is less well
processedorcleaved,” said Gupta.
The virus needs to be
cleaved, or cut in two, in order for
itto perform its functions optimally
and Omic ron seems to have lost

. someaspect of its function.
| "But if it's replicating in the
upper airways, passing very
efficiently, it fulfills the goal of
transmissionmuch more effectively
than if itwere infecting deep tissues, which
is probably an evolutionary mistake for the

virus,” added Gupta.

The update said that during the week
December 27, 2021 to January 2, 2022,
following a gradual increase since October,
the global number of new cases increased
sharply by 71 per cent as compared to the
previous week. WHO Director-General ®dmos
Adhanom Ghebreyesus cautioned that while
the Omicron variant appears tobe less severe
compared to Delta, especially in those
vaccinated, it does not mean it should be
categorised as ‘mild’. Just like previous
variants; Omicron is hospitalising people and
it is killing people, he said in Geneva at a
press briefing. 'In fact, thetsunami of cases
is so huge and quick, thatit is overwhelming
health systems around the world," Tedros
said. Hospitals are becoming overcrowded
and understaffed, which further results in
preventabledeaths from not only Covid-19
but other diseases andinjuries wherepatients
cannot receive timely care, he said. Since
the Coronavirus was first reported in central
China’s Wuhan ctty, the deadly disease has
infected over 300, 173,00 pecple globally and
caused more than 5,472,000 deaths.

]
Kerala launches project to attach

microchip on cattle

KeralaAnimal Husbandry Departmenthas
launched a project in the state to attach
microchips on catle.

Asmalldevice in the form of a microchip
will hep the Animal Husbandry Departmentto

getdetails about the cattie. The RFID (Radio
Frequency Identfication chip) wil help identify
each cattle (cow, buffalo and goat) similar to
thatof Aadhaar. Addiionalinformation ike ow ner.
vaccines, insurance, can beaddedin he chip.

The chip would be beneficial during
disaster management and to check scams. |t |§
canplay animportntrok in trait detection, like §

high milk yield or heattolerance and will also

helpin conservation ofi breeds of

catle.
Theproject, undertaken as part of Animal
Identification Traceability Project, will enable

Ties 1o PROTECT
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YOLRSELF AND DTHERS

the dep: to collect details likedeseases
and quality ofmik. The e-Health Management
System will help vetenary doctors in getting a
general assessment. The RFIDtags arefixed
under the skin of the left ear of the animal
usinga sterie disposable sy ringe.

AMoU was signedby Kaushik, Drecr
ofthe Department of Animal Husbandry, and
Saji Gopinath, Vice-Chancellor of the Kerala
Universty ofDigital Sciences, hnov ationand
Technology, in the presence of minister J
Chlnchu Rani. The pilot prcject will be

for 75,000 catte i

¥ districtat a costfo Rs 7.28 crore.
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Beot Wishes from...
M. K. Ganeskan, Ex. Chairperson - PBMC & Wns. Lawme Ganeshan, Chief Edfor, Andaman Kural

Shaqufta Javed
D/ o Late Mrs. Bilkish Begum & Mr.
Javed Hussain R/ o Junglighat
Mohammed Irfan
S/ o Mrs. V.K Ayesha Bibi & Mr.
Mohammed Ishaque R/ o
Dugnabad
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7" Birthday
On 07.01.2022
HIMESH RAJ
S/o Shri C Sonuraj & Farida Bibi
Memberof Congress party
ward No 12

Follow Covid-19 ..

to the tourist boatoperators to operate
with only70 capacity. People should
notbe on roads during curfew time
from 9.00 pm to 5am, unless there is
amedical emergency.
Hefurtherinformed thatE-passes
should be collected from the DC office
for people related with emergency
works. Restrictions have been
imposed in tourist places such as
Cellularjail and other places oftourist
interest. 50% capacity is allowed for
lightand sound programmes. Once
thereisa dip inthe Covid-19casesin
the islands, things will be normal,
said the Secretary, IP&T. During the
press meet, Mr. K Ganeshan, senior
Journalistand Mr. S.P. Suresh Kumar,
Treasurer, Lions Club of Aberdeen
A were distributed fe sk
andsanifizersto the mediaperson.
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