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Thought for today

The only way to
gain respect is to

give it first.

Port Blair, Nov  23: Lack of
boats has le ft scores of nativ e
residents of Kamorta and other parts
of Nancow ry  stranded in the region.
As per reports, several passengers
are aw aiting for announcement of a

Anger brews over lack of
boat services to Kamorta

boat service from Kamorta to trav el
to Por t Blair for  v arious purposes
particularly  for medical reasons. But
in the absence of the sailing, they
hav e been left stranded in the region.

As per reports, there has been

no scheduled sailing betw een Port
Blair and Kamorta, Nanc ow ry  for
the past many  day s.  Lack of boat
serv ices has spaw ned a w av e of
resentment among residents in the
region. In the absence of any  boat
serv ic e to the region for the past
many  day s, residents in the remote
territory  continue to spend day s in
misery  and many  hav e been left
stranded in different parts  of these
islands, as per reports. “ In the
absence of any  boat serv ices,
sev eral residents of Kam orta and
other parts of the Nancow ry  hav e
been left stranded at Port Blair, Car
Nicobar, Teressa, Chow ra etc for
the past many  day s. The residents
here including traders are facing
huge problem s due to lack of

transportation, accommodation
facili ties,”  said some residents of
Kamorta.

“We rem ote islanders hav e
been neglected by  the authorities
for the last many  y ears. In the
absence of any  boat serv ices,
people hav e been left at s ev eral
places  and forcing to spend huge
money  on rented accommodations
and food. Besides, the region is
likely  to face shortage of essential
commodities if a boat is not deployed
for the region soon. Thousands of
residents as w ell as gov t. officials
here are peev ed at the situation and
w onder ing w hy  the Shipping
Depar tment is not considering
prov iding boat serv ices  to the
region,” said another.

Por t Blai r,  Nov  23: The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Mr. Kuldeep
Rai Sharma has requested the Chief
Secretary  to assess the matter of
Baratang Fiber Boat ow ners for
special consideration and waiv e off
the berthing charges for nearly  40
Fiber Boats, w hich w ere discarded
sev era l y ears ago and are not in
operation.

In a le tter addressed to the
Chief Secretary  the Member of
Parliament mentioned that due to the
changes in Inland Vessel Act (IV
Act), nearly  40 Fiber Boats w ere
taken out of serv ice in Baratang

MP demands waiving off
berthing charges for

discarded and abandoned
Fiber Boats of Baratang
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Island and these boats w ere kept
abandoned behind the passenger
hall of the Nilambur Jetty, Baratang
since all these y ears.

He added that as per the
required norms of IV Act, the owner
of these discarded boats had to buy
new  Fiber Boats and operate the
same in Baratang region for tourism
purposes .     T he Member  of
Parliament pointed out that now  after
near ly  fiv e y ears ,  the Por t
Managem ent Board has  serv ed
notice to the boat ow ners to pay
berthing charges for these, nearly
40, abandoned Fiber Boats for last

Por t Blai r,  Nov  23: The
Pradesh Congress Committee held
a press conference on Tuesday
under the chairmanship of PCC
President, Shri Rangalal Halder, Shri
K.Ganesan, Chief Spokesperson
AN TC C and Shri  G.Bhas ker,
Chairman, Campaign Committee
Shri A.Tamilselv an, Spokesperson,
AN TC C w ere pres ent on the
occasion. Speaking to scribes, Shri
Rangalal Halder said that since 14th
Nov ember 2021, the C ongress
Party  rolled out a country  w ide
campaign ‘Jan Jagran Abhiy an’ as
part of w hich the ANTCC  held
protests across these islands in

Port Blair, Nov 23: K Ganeshan, Chief Spoke
Person ANTCC has heartily  congratulated Mr V K
Abdul  Aziz (South Andaman) and Mr M adhai
Murshid (North & Middle Andaman) on being
appointed as President of District Congress
Committee of ANTCC w .e.f 22.11.2021.

New Presidents of District
Congress Committee of ANTCC
congratulated

Port Blair,  Nov  23:  Mr Ranglal Halder,
President, ANTCC, Mr TSG Bhaskar, Campaign
ANTCC, Mr M.A. Sajid State President, National
Students  Union of India (NSUI) A&N Islands,
NGO, Youth of Bindraban and others hav e heartily
congratulated Mr V K Abdul Aziz (South Andaman)
and Mr Madhai Murshid (North & Middle Andaman)

Press Conference by Pradesh Congress Committee

Leaders slam policies of Centre, local Admin.;
announce Chakka Jam on Nov 29

V K Abdul Aziz congratulated

on being appointed as President of District Congress
Committee of ANTCC w .e.f 22.11.2021. Mr V K Abdul
Aziz said, “We w ill w ork tow ards the w elfare of ev ery
common man and dev elopment of these islands.”

Book on isles
bags Lit. Award

Port B la i r,  N ov  23:  A
Malay alam book titled “ Katha
Paray um Kadal Deshath”  (At
story -Telling Sea land), authored
by  Shri C. K. Vijay an Madappally
on the background of these islands,
has bagged a literary  aw ard. The
book w as published by  The State
Ins titute of Children’s Literature,
Gov t.of Kerala and the aw ard is
sponsored by  “ Paras param” , a
Kottay am  based M alay alam
Magazine.  It may  be recal led that
the same author’s another book on
the Folk Tales of these Islands w as
recognized by  the Kerala Education
Department for distribution among
schools of the State some months
ago.

Por t Bla ir, N ov  23: Ind ian
Nav al  Ship (IN S) Khanjar, an
indigenously  built Missile Corv ette
along w ith Dornier Maritime Patrol
Aircraft is undertaking coordinated
patrol (CORPAT) w ith Indonesian
Nav al  Ship KRI Sul tan Thaha
Sy aifuddin,  (376) ,  a  Kapi tan
Patimura-Class Corv ette, from 23
to 24 Nov  21. The 37th edition of
C OR PAT  betw een India and
Indones ia w i ll  a ls o w i tnes s
partic ipation of M aritime Patrol
Aircraft from  both Nations. The
ex ercise, is being conducted as a
‘non-c ontac t, “ a t sea only ”
ex ercise in v iew  of COVID-19
pandemic and highlights the mutual
trust, s y nergy  and cooperation
betw een the tw o friendly  Nav ies.

Por t Bla ir, N ov  23: Three
day s  induc tion program
commenced from 18th to 20th Nov,
2021 w as planned by  aligning all
the activ ities w i th Sw atch Bharat,
Har it Bharat, Fit India & Azadi  ka
Am rut M ahots av . Around 260
s tudents  of v ar ious  program
participated in all  the abov e GoI
initiativ es.

T he induc tion program
prov ided a p latform to all  the

37th Edition of India -
Indonesia Coordinated Patrol

Ind ia and Indones ia hav e been
carry ing out Coordinated Patrols
(CORPAT) along the International
Mar itime Boundary  Line (IM BL)
tw ice in  a y ear since 2002, w ith
an aim of keeping this v ita l part of
the Indian Ocean Region safe and
secure for  commercial shipping,
international  trade and conduct of
legi timate m ar itime activ ities.
CORPATs help build understanding
and in teroperabi l ity  betw een
nav ies, and facilitate institution of

measures to prev ent and suppress
Il legal U nrepor ted Unregulated
(IUU) fish ing, drug traffic king,
maritime terrorism, armed robbery
and piracy. As part of Gov ernment
of Ind ia’s  v is ion of SAGAR
(Security  And Grow th for All in the
Region),  Ind ian N av y  has been
proac tiv ely  engaging w ith the
countries in the Indian Ocean
Region. India and Indonesia hav e
traditionally  enjoy ed a close and
friendly  relationship cov ering a
w ide spectrum  of activ i ties and
interac tions,  w hic h hav e
strengthened and institutionalised
ov er the y ears. The Maritime
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Port B la i r , N ov  23:  To
commemorate the 75th Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the Distr ict Child
Protection Unit under  Dis tr ic t
Administration, South Andaman

Induction program for DBRAIT students
students  to understand the abov e
ini tiativ e & accrue benefit. As a
part of Fi t India program students
w ere prov ided y oga training w hile
under Sw atch Bharat Abhiy aan
they  cleaned the Mazar Pahad
beach & Corby n’s Cov e beach
and collected, s egregated around
half a ton of garbage and handed
ov er to PBM C. Students  also
made around 4000 paper bags
w hich is planned to be deliv ered to

GB Pant & Garacharma hospi tal
medicine counter.

Similarly, around 120 sampling
of local  fruits w ere planted in
Science Centre campus under Harit
Bharat programme. Further, students
w ere ex posed to old heritage &
Independence struggle by  taking
them to Kalapani Museum. Special
sessions were conducted on human
v alues highlighting the achiev ement

Awareness Campaign on Divyangjan
conducted at Delanipur Anganwadi Centre

organised Aw areness Campaign
on “Div y angjan”  on Tuesday  at
Delanipur Anganw adi Centre.

The purpose of the campaign
w as to raise aw areness on different

ty pes of disabili ties and how  they
impact liv es, the attitude Divy angs
needs in ov ercoming the negativ e
and ill-informed v ibes and how  the
persons w ith disability  are entitled
to hav e access to of human rights.

Dr.  M ithes h Behar i La ll ,
Psy chiatr ist from “Health  for You”
w as the resource person for the
programme. In his address  he
ex plained about the different ty pes
of Phy sical, Intellectual and Autism
related disabilities. The Anganwadi
Workers w ere sensi tiz ed on
identi fication of v arious ty pes of
disabi lities at its early  stages, so
that child may  receiv e treatment at
the right time.

He also briefed the participants

Por t B la i r ,  N o v  23:
C ontinuing the c am paign to
support as many  single mothers
as  possible, the Port Blair  Guru
Ki Rasoi distributed ration kits  to
the w oman w ho hav e lost the ir
better half and are single handedly
s upporting thei r  fam i lies  by
w orking door to door. In a small
ev ent at PBGKR ’s  offic e at
Gurudw ara Line, Shr i M andeep
Grew al, President, PBGKR alongSee... Page 02

PBGKR distributes Ration
kits to single Mothers

w ith Vice President, Mrs Raj Kaur
and other v olunteers of the group
distr ibuted the ration ki ts to 26
single m others of Haddo area.
Grew al added “Since the day  w e
star ted rendering our s erv ices to
the society,  Apart from helping
any  person in need, w e offer  our
serv ices to all Single mothers and
any  c hild  res id ing in  C CI’s
ac ross  the length and breath of
A&N Islands .”

Port B lai r ,  N ov  23: An
awareness programme on Scientific
backy ard farming w as conducted
at the Panc hay at Hal l o f
Wimberly gunj under the Mera Gaon
Mera Gourav  programme last
Saturday. A num ber of improv ed

Training on Scientific Backyard
Farming at Wimberlygunj
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Port Blair, Nov  23: Ev en as
the UT  Administration boas ts of
improv ed health  serv ices in GB
Pant Hos pita l ,  shor tage of
medicines and basic constituents
remains a major concern for patients
at the lone referral hospital of these
islands. Whi le the reason often
handed out by  authorities concerned
about the conditions at the hospital
is unprecedented rush of patients,
w hich is indisputable, the fact that See... Page 02

Lack of Insulin at GBPH,
diabetic patients suffer

ev en basic facilities are not being
put in place speaks v olumes about
the total neglect.  Lack of insulin for
diabetic patients at the referral
hospital for the past many  day s has
started taking a toll on patients in the
South Andaman region.

As  per  repor ts ,  insul in
injections are not av ailable at GB
Pant Hospi ta l pharm ac y  and
diabetic patients are forced to buy
Insul in  in jec tions  from pr iv ate

pharmacies,  w hich is not only
ex pensiv e but also bey ond the
reach of many  islanders. Patients,
w ho require daily  Insulin injections
are facing countless problems due
to the shortage. Shortage of insulin
and certain medicines has prevailed
at the referral hos pital for the past
many  day s. Patients from various
parts in South Andaman are asked
to go to a priv ate pharmac ies to
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EDITORIAL
Kerala Congress

The Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee has decided
to join hands with the Congress-I for forming an alternative
Government in the “exceptional circumstances’’ prevailing in
the state. The two-day joint meeting of members of the state
executive and the legislature party took the decision by an
overwhelming majority to “prevent Marxists from coming to
power”.

PM on arms race
The P rime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi,  said here on

Sunday that India was against any arms race. But in the
context of international perspective and security environment,
it had to be prepared in respect of its defence needs and
face the challenge that might  be posed, she said while
addressing members of the Congress (I) parliamentary party
on the eve of the winter session beginning on Monday.

Assam rallies
The week-long second phase of the resumed movement

by the All-Assam Students Union and the All-Assam Gana
Parishad against foreigners in Assam began on Sunday with
public rallies held at campuses of educational institutions in
several parts of the state.

Pak group
Pakistan authorities have smashed a subversive group

planning a campaign of sabotage and assassination to topple
the military government, police sources said on Sunday. The
sources said the breakthrough in their search for the group
came on Friday night when they raided a flat in Karachi.
During a gunbattle, the group’s leader was killed.

Delhi Test
The third Test between India and England at Delhi will

be organised by the Board of Control for Cricket in India,
after the DDCA expressed its inability to do so.

  24.11.2021     Wednesday      Port BlairThe  Andaman  Express02

MURASOLI’ MARAN 1934-2003
‘MURASOLI’ MARAN play ed an

important role in the dy namics of the
Drav ida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
in Tamil Nadu and national politics. He
commanded respect in New Delhi as
a Member of Parliament and built up a
formidable reputation as the Union
Minister for Commerce and Industry.
He w as a U nion M inister w ithout
portfolio w hen he died at the age of 69
after protracted illness, in Chennai on
November 23.

Maran w as the c onsc ienc e-
keeper of his maternal  uncle and
mentor , DMK pres ident and former
Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi. He w as
handpicked by  Karunanidhi to be the
party ’s face in N ew  Delhi. He w as
continuously  elected to the Lok Sabha
or the Rajy a Sabha for 36 years from
1967 on the DMK ticket. Three top
political leaders of the day, Rajaji, DMK
founder C.N. Annadurai and Quaid-e-
Milleth of the Indian Union Muslim
League, proposed Maran’s name for
the by election in 1967 to the South
Madras Lok Sabha constituency, w hich
fell v acant w hen Annadurai resigned
the seat to become Chief Minister.

Maran w as the architect o f the
DMK’s political alliances in New  Delhi.
He foresaw  quite early the shift tow ards
m ul ti-par ty  coal i tions from
confrontational po litics. Maran w as
instrumental in the rev iv al of the DMK’s
ties w ith the Congress under Indira
Gandhi  in 1980; he w as behind the
DMK’s strategic role in the formation of
the National  Front in Chennai  on
Septem ber 18, 1988; and he play ed
an important part in the DMK joining the
United Front gov ernments headed by
H.D. Dev e Gow da and I.K. Guj ral at
the Centre. At the party general council
meeting that took place a few  w eeks
before the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) headed by  A.B. Vajpay ee lost
the v ote of confidence in the Lok Sabha
(consequent to the All India Anna
Drav ida Munnetra Kaz hagam
w ithdraw ing support to it) in April 1999,
Maran suggested that the DMK w ould
perforce hav e to a lly  w ith the BJP.
Senior DMK Ministers - the party  w as
in pow er in Tamil Nadu at that time -
w ere aghast at this suggestion, for the
DMK was steadfastly opposed to many
basic policies of the BJP, including its

stand on the Ay odhy a issue and its
pro-Hindu tenets.  The unthinkable,
how ev er, happened, and the DMK w ent
on to partner the NDA in the 1999 Lok
Sabha elections.  The NDA c ame to
pow er, and Maran became Union
Minister for Commerce and Industry in
the Vajpay ee Ministry.

That Maran pitc hed for the BJP
w as not a surprise bec ause at a
personal lev el, he w as not allergic to
it. He had ev en declared that “no party
is untouchable” . He once told this
correspondent, “The BJP is the most
cadre-based party  after the DMK”.

In his autobiography  Nenjukku
Needhi  (Justice to  the Heart),  w hich
w as  seria lised in the Tam il da ily
Murasoli, the DMK organ, , Karunanidhi
delineates Maran’s  role in the DMK-
Congress partnership in the 1980 Lok
Sabha elections. Karunanidhi recalls
how C.M. Stephen, a trusted lieutenant
of Indira Gandhi, got in touch w ith Maran
and to ld him that the Congress (I)
w anted the DMK to forget the bitter past
and form an the al liance. The Indira
Gandhi government had dismissed the
DM K gov ernm ent headed by
Karunanidhi in 1976 for its opposition
to the Emergency  and imprisoned DMK
leaders (including Maran) under the
Maintenance of Internal Securi ty  Act
(MISA). Karunanidhi refers to “ the great
efforts taken by Indira Gandhi to reviv e
the al liance”  and ex plains how  this
became “a turning point”  in Tamil Nadu
politics.

A party  ideologue, Maran did not
fight shy  of accepting the fact that the
DMK w as essentially  committed to the
w elfare of the backw ard classes. Within
the DM K, senior leaders feared him
because of his prox imity to his uncle.
But the cadre lik ed him because he
had the courage to call a s pade a
spade.  At par ty  genera l c ounc il
meetings, he w as  know n to berate
DM K M in is ters  and M LAs for
inefficiency, for neglecting people’s
w elfare, or for being unhelpful to party
cadre. At one such meeting, he is said
to hav e reproached some Min isters
and to ld them: “ Instead of hov ering
around the leader (Karunanidhi) always,
serv e the people” .

He w as himself highly  w ork-
conscious and w ithout the frills of office.

Maran’s  official  car  nev er had a
sw iv ell ing red light on top, a blaring
siren or any  other emblem to indicate
that it w as a Union Minister’s v ehicle.
When suggested that the red flashes
or the siren w ould enable him to reach
Cabinet meetings quickly  w ithout
getting caught in the traffic, Maran would
only  say , “ I don’ t w ant to  be a
hindrance to the traffic. Let us flow  with
the people’s traffic.”

Whatev er por tfo lio he held,
w hether Urban Dev elopment in the V.P.
Singh gov ernment,  Industry  in the
Dev e Gow da and Gujral gov ernments
or Com merce and Industry  in the
Vajpay ee gov ernment, he studied the
subjec t in depth.  He shone as the
Minister for Commerce and Industry.
He w as in his mettle at the Ministerial
Conference of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) at Doha in 2001.
He rem inded the affluent Wes t that
dev eloping countries had not receiv ed
justic e in the implementation of the
decisions reached during the Uruguay
R ound of M ul ti la tera l  T rade
Negotiations. He told the dev eloped
nations that they  could not hope to hav e
non-tariff barriers in agriculture with high
subsidies to their farmers w hile Third
World countr ies w ere ask ed to
dismantle the ir subsidy  regim e.
Farmers in the Third World, he said,
w ould not be able to surv iv e in a non-
subsidy regime.

Arun Jaitley, Union Law  Minister
holding addi tional  c harge of
Comm erce, ac know ledged that
Maran’s contributions in the sphere of
multilateral trade negotiations w ere
“ immense”. “He left an indelible imprint
w ith his brilliant performance”  at the
Doha Min isterial conferenc e. He
articulated India’s concerns forcefully
and he w as a constant source of
inspiration and guidance for  me at
multilateral trade forums, including the
recent Cancun Ministerial conference,”
Jaitley  said.

M aran in troduc ed s ev era l
in itiativ es in the commerc e and
indus try  sectors .  A lthough the
suggestion that the States should be
rew arded for encouraging ex ports was
bandied about for tw o decades, it w as
only  after Maran assumed charge of
the portfolios that a scheme in this

regard w as introduced
- the Assistanc e to
States for Infrastructure
Dev elopm ent for
Ex por ts  (ASIDE).
M aran is  a ls o
res pons ib le for the
modernisation of the
tannery industry, w hich
prov ides  substantial
e m p l o y m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
especially  in Tamil Nadu, to Dalits and
minorities. He got leather products that
could be manufactured only by  small
industries deres erv ed. Maran w as
instrumental in establishing the Chennai
Trade Centre and w as the driving force
behind the plan to  set up a Special
Ex port Zone at Nangunery  in southern
Tamil  Nadu.  But the pro jec t has
remained a non-s tar ter since the
AIADMK returned to pow er in May
2001.He play ed an important role in
the setting up of the TIDEL Park for
softw are technology  in Chennai.

A mul ti-faceted person, Maran
excelled in films and journalism as w ell.
He scripted 20 Tamil films, directed tw o
and produced fiv e. Born Thy agaraja
Sundaram at Tirukkuv alai v illage in the
unified Thanjav ur district, he changed
his Sanskritised name to Maran, w hich
is pure Tamil. When he w as w riting the
s c r ip t for  the AVM production
Kulav i lakku, there w ere three other
persons w ith the name Maran in the
field. In order to distinguish himself from
the others, he prefix ed “Muras oli”  to
his  name as he w as at that time the
Editor of Murasoli.

Maran is a w riter of repute in
Tamil . His book M ani la Suy atc hi
(State Autonomy ), published in 1974,
is a seminal w ork on the demand for
State autonom y,  federa lism  and
v arious aspec ts of C entre-State
relations. In his forew ord to the book,
Drav ida Iy akka Varalaru, w hich w as
fi rst published in September 1991,
Maran attempts to project the history
of the Drav idian mov ement in an
accessible format to the DMK c adre
and prov ide them an ideologic al
bearing. Maran had completed about
three-fourths of the second v olume of
the book  before he fe ll ill.  Another
book on the Drav id ian mov ement

w r itten by  him is  En Vendum Inbath
Drav idam? (Why  Do We Need This
Pleasurable Drav idam?) He authored
most of the election manifestoes of the
DMK right from 1977. He had a hand in
the drafting of the Comm on Min imum
Program m e of the U nited F ront
gov ernment and the National Agenda
for  Gov ernanc e of t he N DA
gov ernment.

He firmly  opposed the DM K
aligning itse lf w i th caste outfits in the
2001 Assembly  elections. He asked,
“ Is i t an NDA-front or a com munal
front?”  and to the consternation of
Karunanidhi ,  he announced his
retirement from  activ e politics. But he
w as brought around and he took part
in the election campaign too.

He remons trated w ith  Vajpay ee
and Union Home Minister L.K. Adv ani
during a Union Cabinet meeting in July
2002 after  the Tami l N adu Police
arrested Vaiko, genera l secretary  of
the Marumalarchi Drav ida M unnetra
Kaz hagam  (M DMK),  under  the
Prev ention of Terroris m Act (POTA)
for speaking in support of the banned
Liberation Tigers  of Tam il  Eelam
(LTTE). M aran demanded to know
w hat s teps  they  proposed to take to
get Vaiko out of prison, reminding them
that the MDMK w as an NDA constituent.
Vaiko, w ho is still in the Central Prison
at Vellore, rec eiv ed permis sion from
the c ourt to  v isit Chennai to pay  h is
last respects to Maran.

Maran is surv ived by  his mother
Shanmugas undaratham al , w i fe
Mallika, sons Kalanidhi and Day anidhi
and daughter Dr .  Anbuk k aras i .
M aran’s  death has  s h attered
Karunanidhi ,  w ho doted on h is
nephew  w ith av uncular affection. The
death has left a  big v oid in  the DMK.

Press Conference by.. from... Page 01
plac es  s uch as  Bam booflat,
M annarghat, N am unaghar ,
Buniy adabad besides organizing a
Padyatra from Junglighat ground and
ran through the heart of the city before
culminating in Netaji Stadium w here
a public meeting w as held.  More
than 2000 members of the Congress
Party  as well as general public took
part in the meeting held at the Netaji
Stadium, he said. The party  also
highlighted the problems faced by
commuters due to the dismal state of
the National Highw ay in the North &
Middle Andaman. “Vehicles ply ing
on this road are subjected to heav y
maintenance cost due to poor
condition of the roads. People
travelling on this road also become
prone to v arious ailments,”  he said.
The elections to the PRIs and the
Municipal Council are due for more
than 1 ½ y ears after the tenure ended
in September 2020. But, the
Administration seems to be reluctant
about holding the elections and not
taking any  serious initiativ es to hold
the dem ocratic  proc es s.  Al l
gov ernment hospitals across the
Andaman & Nicobar Is lands,
especially  those in N&M Andaman
are suffer ing w orst shortage of
lifesav ing pills and emergency
medicines. Ev en the hospital is
running short of Insulin which is likely
to put hundreds of chronic diabetic
patient’s liv es in peril, said Mr Halder.

“Functioning of Departments
like Revenue, Public Works, Health,
Education are in shambles and the
respectiv e administrative Secretaries
need to undertake an island w ide tour,
es pecial ly  to North & Middle
Andaman to take stock of the situation,
so as to hav e firsthand account of
the problems faced by  the public.
Electricity  Department has become
one of the w orst function ing
departments, especially  after the

MP demands waiving.. from... Page 01
fiv e y ears. He mentioned that due
to Corona pandem ic, w ith entire
Tourism Industry, the Baratang Boat
operators have also suffered heav y
financial losses during the last tw o
y ears and now  demanding berthing
fees that too for the discarded Fiber
Boats, w ill financially ruin these boat
operators.

He said that the ow ners of
these fiber boats are unemploy ed
y ouths of Baratang, w ho hav e
taken huge loan from bank to
purchase boat and run their family.

They  get tourists hardly  for six
months in a y ear. Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharm a added that the Baratang
Boat ow ners are not in a position to
pay such a huge amount to the Port
Management Board as since last
nearly tw o y ears they  hav e earned
almost nothing from the Tourism
Industry. He requested the Chief
Secretary  to assess the matter of
Baratang Fiber Boat ow ners for
special consideration and waiv e off
the berthing charges for nearly  40
Fiber Boats.

Lack of Insulin at.. from... Page 01
purchase insulin and medicines
spending money  from their pockets.

 ”There are sev eral diabetes
patients mostly  elderly  citizens from
BPL and middle class families w ho
v isit hospital for regular blood tests
and insul in doses. But as the
hospital has been lacking insulin for
the past many  day s, patients are

forced to purchase it from  local
pharmacies. Ev en stock of certain
essential medicines has exhausted
at the hospi ta l .  T he Heal th
Department should take a note of
the si tuation and ensure ear ly
procurement of insulin injections for
the benefit of diabetic patients,”  said
a patient from Wimberlygunj.

Awareness Campaign.. from... Page 01
to recognise milestone delay, hy per
activ ity ,  ADHD,  behav ioura l
problem, autism etc. and prov ided
indicators  to deal w i th s pecial
children w ith various activ ities. The
District Administration will conduct

more such awareness on Divy angjan
so as to educate the society  in order
to treat the “Divy angs” equally without
any  discrimination, a release from the
Deputy  Commissioner of South
Andaman said. 

37th Edition.. from... Page 01
interactions hav e been grow ing
steadily  betw een the tw o nav ies
w ith frequent port v isits, bilateral
ex ercises and training ex changes.
The 37th edi tion of IND-IN DO

CORPAT s eek s to bolster the
maritime cooperation betw een the
tw o nav ies and forge strong bonds
of friends hip ac ross  the Indo
Paci fic.

Induction program.. from... Page 01
of some of the Padmashri aw ardee
from rural India. The students w ere
also ex posed to the technology /
mechanis m inv olv ed in v arious
equipm ents av ailable in Sc ience
Centre. An interaction w ith  local

media was one of the ev ent w herein
students  w ere able to understand
the philosophy  of journalism. The
students were v ery  enthusiastic and
ac tiv ely  participated in  al l the
programs.

Por t B la i r,  N ov  23:  A
delegation of the Bharatiy a Janata
Party,  A & N Islands, led by  Mr
Ajoy  Bairagi, State President along
w ith Mr R S Sharma, Prabhari,
Delanipur Mandal, BJP, Mr. Tushar
Bepari, District General Secretary,
BJP May abunder; Mr. Mohan Rao,
District General  Secretary , BJP
May abunder; Mr.  Marimuthu and
Mr. Siju, Yuv a Morcha Karyakarta,
M ay abunder,  m et the C hief
Secretary  of the Andaman and
N ic obar  Adm inis tration and
discus sed v arious issues raised
during the recently  held dharna at
M ay abunder . T he leaders
demanded posting of Specialist

State BJP delegation
highlights issues of

public concern with CS
Doctors  at R . P Hos pi ta l ,
M ay abunder , U l tra-Sound
Tec hnic ian at R . P Hospi tal ,
May abunder, improv ing supply  of
LPG in entire N orth and M iddle
Andaman District, improvement in
te lecomm unication es pecial ly
mobile netw ork connectiv ity  in North
and Middle Andam an, timely
pay m ent of honorar ium of
Anganwadi Workers, release of Old
Age and Widow  Pens ion to
beneficiaries and early  repairs of
national highw ay  stretches and rural
roads in  the North and Middle
Andam an region.  T he C hief
Secretary  assured to look into the
issues on priority.

PPP proposal. Untimely  pow er
failures and long hours of load
shedding has become the order of
the day . The v ery  purpose of
transforming Port Blair into Smart
City  is in question marks because of
the uncertain pow er supply,” he said.

Farmers of these islands are
also facing countless problems. The
Agricu lture Secretary  and other
higher authorities need to undertake
a tour of inter-islands to know  the
prev ailing situation so as to find a
solution to their problem. There are
about 10000 vacant posts ly ing under
v ar ious  Departm ents  of the
Adm inistration.  The problem  of
employ ment has reached such a
peak that about 15000 candidates
appeared for mere 12 posts of
Panchayat Secretary held recently.
Administration need to take action on
a w ar footing to  res olv e the
unemploy ment issue, said the PCC
President. The C ongress party
v ehemently  opposes the decision of
the Chief Secretary  to discontinue
w ith the renew al of contrac tual
employ ments. Many  contractual
employ ees are running out of their
max imum age limit for employ ment
and hav e no scope of getting any
other job. As such, discontinuing their
contractual employ ment w ould put
their families at the risk of sev ere
financial distres s. The prices of
v egetables and other essential
c om m odi ties  hav e s hot up
exorbitantly  making the cost of liv ing
of common man unv iable. Daily
earners are facing a tough time
making their ends meet because of
the sudden rise in the prices, said
Shr i  G Bhas ker ,  C hai rm an,
C am paign C omm ittee.  “ T he
MGNREGA w hich ensures 100
day s of employ ment to people below
Pov erty  Line has been completely
w ound up in these Islands. Poor

people from rural parts of the islands
w ho w ere dependent on the 100
day s employ ment hav e been left
helpless because of this decision.
Congress  supports in fav our of
bringing back the Pradesh Council
sy stem as the Officers coming in
from Delhi are not ready  to listen to
the problems of common man. A
strong democratic body  like the
Pradesh Council alone could resolv e
the issue as it can represent the
v oic e of public  before the
Administration.  Poor Anganw adi
w orkers, contractual labours and
Daily  rated mazdoors of v arious
departments have not been paid their
w ages for about six  months now .
Pending w ages should be disbursed
imm ediate ly.  Soc ial  Wel fare
Department is not pursuing the regular
disbursal of old age pension to elderly
people. Due to this, those elderly who
are dependent on the pension for their
liv elihood hav e been left to starv e.
Many  among there are unable to meet
medical ex penses because of the
apathy  on part of Social Welfare
Department. The President, PCC
hav e, on numerous occasions,
sought the appointment of L t.
Gov ernor to discuss the grievances
of general public. But the Lt. Gov ernor
is not ready to meet and such attitude
on par t of the Administrator is
c ondem nable. How ev er,  the
Congress Party  will alw ay s be at
the forefront to take care of the
grievances of general public. It w ill
alw ay s be ready  to take up the matter
before appropriate forum and the
Administration.  To condemn the
callous attitude of the Administration
in resolv ing the grievances of public,
the Pradesh Congress Committee
has scheduled to stage a Chakka
Jam on Nov 29 throughout North &
Middle Andaman District,”  informed
Mr Bhasker.

L&T Defence campus
recruitment at DBRAIT

Port Blair, Nov  23: The L&T (Larsen & Toubro)
Defence is conducting campus recruitment for position
of “Maintenance Ex ecutiv e”  in Dr. B.R Ambedkar
Institute of Technology  (DBRAIT). The B.Tech (ECE)
passed out students of (DBRAIT), appeared for the
online Technical Test today  afternoon. The panel of
Interv iew ers from L&T w ill be v isiting the campus
nex t w eek. The enlisted candidates w ho had
appeared for the online Technical test held on 23/12/
2021 are hereby  informed that they  m ay  report to
Training & Placement Cell on 29th Nov ember by
3.30 pm for confirming their candidature. Accordingly
the interv iew  will be scheduled on 30th November
and 1st December’2021.

Training on Scientific.. from... Page 01
technologies related to horticulture
and animalhusbandry  hav e been
dev eloped at ICAR-CIARI for the
benefi t of islands farmers and to
dissem inate those, c reation of
aw areness is a key  step.

The programme began w ith
the in terac tiv e lec ture by  Dr.
Aj itWaman, Coordinator of the
programme. He gave an ov erview
of quality  indices of v arious spices
in the markets and described the
techniques to produce the spices
for meeting these quality parameters.
Var ious  s c ienti fic produc tion
practices for traditional and non-
traditional spices w ere deta iled
duringthe session. Integration of
spices in  the ex isting plantations,
adoption of improv ed v arie ties,

appropriate harvesting and hygienic
postharv est storage w ere suggested
for im prov ing profitability  of spice
farming. Queries  of partic ipants
re lated to harv es ting, low
productiv ity  and av ailabi lity  of
p lanting m ater ial  w ere als o
addressed. To address the issues
of farmers dealing w ith animal
husbandry, a talk w as deliered by,
Dr. P.A. Bala, Senior Scientist,
IC AR-C IAR I. He gav e an
ov erv iew  of v arious  strategies
w hich could be adopted by  small
scale farmers to make the backy ard
farming profitable. Selection of
fodder species, their propagation and
production tec hnologies , and
incorporation in animal die t w ere
dis c us s ed in deta il  by  h im .

Partic ipants w ere also educated
about composition of v arious feeds,
their  preparation methods and
adv antages . He motiv ated the
farmers to come forw ard to  adopt
the new  technologies for improving
their income levels.

To promote cultiv ation of non-
traditional spices, planting material
of lem on grass w as distributed to
the participants. A total of 23farmers/
farm w omen and entrepreneurs
participated in the ev ent, w hich was
organized under the leadership of
Dr . D.  Bhattachary a,  Principal
Sc ientis t,  IC AR-C IAR I and
faci litated by  M r Rajendra Pal,
BDO. The ev ent w as conducted
under  the guidance of Dr.  E.B.
Chakurkar, Director, ICAR-CIARI.

Port Blair, Nov  23: Carry ing
forw ard the v ision of the Prime
Minister , Shri Narendra Modi and
as per the direction
of N ational
President Bharatiy a
Janata Party, Shri
J.P. Nadda tow ards
a c h i e v i n g
max imum cov erage
of v acc ination to
eligible people and to
strengthening the
w or ld ’s  larges t
v accination driv e,
Bharatiy a Janata Party, A & N
Islands through #HarGharDastak

#HarGharDastak campaign
by State BJP Unit

initia tiv e in the leadership of Shri
Ajoy  Bairagi State President and
Shr i V is hal  J o l ly,  N ational

Ex ecutiv e C ommittee Mem ber
BJP, Former State President BJP

A & N Islands and Home  Ministry
Adv is ory  C om m ittee,  GoI,
organized a spec ial v accination

camp to inoculate COVID
v ac c ine to a larger
population on Tues day  at
Ograbraj community  Hall
w i th the cooperation of
Health  Department, A&N
Administration. During the
v ac c ination c amp the
leaders & office bearers of
BJP-A & N Islands w ere
also present. Altogether, 106
persons receiv ed the 02nd

dose of COVISHEILD v ac cine at
their door step.

COVID-19 Vaccination
going smoothly in isles
Port Blair, Nov 23: The v accination drive is continuing

smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per data av ailable, a total of
5,37,671 beneficiaries have been v accinated so far in
A&N Islands, out of the target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx .). A total of 1,75,034 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears hav e been v accinated till date. A
total of 3347 people were v accinated in these islands on
Monday. 2764 beneficiaries w ere vaccinated in South
Andaman District, out of which 104 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 y ears. 572 beneficiaries w ere vaccinated
in North & Middle Andaman District, out of w hich 18
beneficiaries w ere in the age group of 18-44 y ears. 11
beneficiaries w ere vaccinated in Nicobar District, out of
w hich 2 beneficiaries were in the age group of 18-44 y ears.

Port Blair, Nov  23: Dr. B.R
Ambedkar Institu te of Technology
(DBR AIT )  has  s uc c es s fu l ly
registered among other 1048 plus
academic institutions, gov ernment
departments and industry  of the
country  for the Outreach Program.
Now  the students and faculties of
DBRAIT c an attend the online

IIRS -ISRO Outreach
programme for DBRAITians

courses offered by  IIRS to enhance
their skill and know ledge in the field
of Rem ote Sensing & GIS. Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing(IIRS)
Outreach Program is organized
w ith the objective of strengthening
the Academia and User Segments
in Space Tec hnology  and i ts
applications using online learning

platforms
This is to inform all that IIRS

has announced a new online course
on Geo-informatics for Biodiv ersity
Conserv ation Planning. This course
w ill be conducted during 06-12-2021
to 17-12-2021 as  per  the
announcement published at- https:/
/w w w.iirs.gov.in/EDUSAT-New s
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Southern Railway Recruitment
2021, Apply for Sports

Quota Vacancies @
sr.indianrailways.gov.in

Southern Railway  Recruitment 2021 | Sports Quota | 21 Vacancies | Last Dates: 30.11.2021
| Southern Railway  Job Notification @ sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in

Southern Railw ay  Recruitment 2021: Southern Railw ay  has initiated the hiring process
by  releasing the notification for recruitment against Sports Quota for the y ear 2021-22. They  are
announced 21 v acancies the posts from Lev el 2 to Level 5 in 7th CPC Pay  Matrix . Applicants
w ho are searching for Central Gov t jobs may  apply  for this Southern Railw ay  v acancy.
Eligible & willing candidates are adv ised to dow nload the application & fill the form w ith correct
details. Capable persons need to submit the Southern Railw ay  application form on or before
30.11.2021, 17.00 Hrs.

Class 12th job seekers can apply  for this Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota recruitment
2021. Applicants should submit the filled form along w ith essential documents to apply  for this
Railw ay  jobs. Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021 notification & application form are published
at w ww .sr.indianrailway s.gov.in/ w ww .rrcmas.in. Selection process consists of trial & interv iew .
Candidates need to pay  a fee through prescribed mode on or before the last date. More details
about this Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list, results w ill be uploaded
at official w ebsite.

Eligibility Criteria for Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota Vacancy  2021
Educational Qualification : Candidates should have passed Class 12th/ Graduate degree

from recognized board/ univ ersity.
Check adv ertisement for more details.
Age Limit (As on 01.01.2022)
Age limit should be 18 y ears to 25 y ears.
Refer notification for age relax ation.
To get more details about Southern Railw ay, v isit w w w .sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in. Here

w e hav e prov ided the educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode &
steps to apply. Keep checking at w w w .daily recruitment.in for latest & upcoming notices.

JIPMER Recruitment 2021,
Apply for Assistant Professor
Vacancies @ jipmer.edu.in

JIPMER  Recruitment 2021 | As sistant Professor Posts  | 03 Vacancies | Last Date:
02.12.2021 | JIPMER Job Notification @ jipmer.edu.in

JIPMER Recruitment 2021: Jaw aharlal Institute of Post Graduate Medical Education &
Research (JIPMER) has released recruitment notification on 03.11.2021. As per JIPMER
Puducherry  recruitment 2021 notification, they  ex pect application from eligible persons for the
post of Assistant Professor posts in v arious discipline. Central Gov ernment job seekers may
use this chance to join in JIPMER jobs. The Last date to submit the JIPMER application form
for these 03 v acancies is 02.12.2021. JIPMER recruitment 2021 notification & application form
are av ailable at w w w.jipmer.edu.in.

JIPMER is going to recruit candidates on contract basis. Applicants should hav e attained
the prescribed educational qualification & age lim it. 1 y ear/  3 y ears teaching & research
ex perience in relev ant field is required to apply  for JIPMER recruitment 2021. Appointments
w ill be at Puducherry. Contract period is 11 months. Aspirants need to pay  a fee through
prescribed mode on or before the last date. They  are planned to hire candidates by  conducting
the interv iew . Intimation about the interv iew  w ill be prov ided by  the Institute. More details of
JIPMER  recruitment 2021, selection list,  merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

To get more job opportunity  at JIPMER,  check w w w . jipmer.edu.in. Here w e hav e
prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Keep checking at w ww .dailyrecruitment.in for latest updates.

Air India Recruitment 2021,
Apply Manager & Other

Vacancies @ www.airindia.in
Air India Recruitment 2021 | Manager & Other Posts | Total Vacancies 10 | Last

Date 07.12.2021 | Download AIAHL Recruitment Notification @ www.airindia.in
Air India Recruitment 2021: AI Assets Holding Limited (AIAHL) has issued new

notice on 16.11.2021 for recruitment of various posts. There are 10 vacancies will be
filled by Air India.  It inv ites offline applications from eligible candidates to fill up above
said vacancies above these vacancies are assigned for Chief of P roperties &
Monetization Officer, Chief of Personnel & Administration, Deputy Chief Finance Officer,
Manager & Officer posts. Applicants who are seeking Central govt jobs in Delhi kindly
submit your application form to giv en address on or before 07.12.2021.

Selection procedure involves personal interv iew of the candidates who prima
fac ie meets eligibili ty  criteria.  The selected candidate will have to undergo a P re-
employment medical ex amination. Selected candidates will be appointed at Delhi. Air
India Recruitment 2021 Notification & AIAHL recruitment application form is av ailable
@ www.airindia.in. Candidates who are looking for Engineering Jobs must check
their eligibility  i. e. educational qualification, age limit,  experience and etc. More details
of ww w.airindia.in recruitment, AIAHL New vacancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus,
answer key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central govt jobs
notifications and etc. will be uploaded on official website.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021
(New), Apply 188 Group C

Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

NARL Recruitment 2021, Apply
Scientist / Engineer & JRF

Vacancies @ narl.gov.in
NARL Recruitment 2021 | Scientist / Engineer & Junior Research Fellow  (JRF) Posts

| Total Vacancies 14 | Last Date 29.11.2021 | Dow nload NARL Recruitment Notification @
narl.gov.in

NARL Recruitment 2021: National Atmospheric Research Laboratory  is an autonomous
Res earch Institute funded by  the Department of Space of the Gov ernment of India has
recently  released an adv ertisement (Adv ertisement No.NARL/RMT/SC & RF/01/2021) for
recruitm ent of Scientist / Engineer & Junior Research Fellow  Posts . Totally  14 v acancies
w il l be filled by  NARL and post w ise v acancy  deta ils are giv en below .  It inv ites onl ine
application from the eligible  candidates. Applicants w ho are looking for jobs in  Central
Gov ernment kindly  make the online registration up to 29.11.2021.

NARL R ecruitment Notification & NARL jobs apply  link is av ailab le @ narl.gov.in.
Candidates w ho are seeking Engineering Jobs m ust check their e ligibility  i.e. educational
qualification, age limit, ex perience and etc. NARL selection w ill be based on interv iew  and
selected candidates w ill be appointed at Gadanki [AP]. Gov ernment striv es to hav e a w orkforce
w hich reflects gender balance and women candidates are encouraged to apply. More details of
narl.gov.in recruitment, NARL new v acancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit
list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official
w ebsite.

You may  v isit Career page to get more details about this recruitment. Here y ou w ill get
information like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and how  to apply.
Keep check w w w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming gov t exams.

Indian Air Force Recruitment
2021, 83 Group C Civilian

vacancies, Apply @
indianairforce.nic.in

Indian Air Force Recru itment 2021 | MTS,  Cook, LDC & Other Posts | 83 Vacancies
| Last Date: Within 30 day s  | Dow nload IAF Bharti Application F orm @ indianairforce.nic.in

Indian Air Force R ecrui tment 2021: Ind ian Ai r Force (IAF) inv ites application from
eligible Indian nationals to fill up 83 v acanc ies in Group C Civ ilian posts. These v acancies
are a llocated for the post of Supdt (Store), Low er Div ision Clerk (LDC), Cook, Carpenter,
Civ i lian Mechanical  Transport Driv er, Fi reman & Multi-Tasking Staff posts in Various  Air
Forc e Stations/ Units. Candidates w ho had passed class 10th/ Class 12th are eligible to
apply  for Indian Air Force jobs. Aspirants need to submit the application w ithin 30 day s from
the date of employ ment new s.

Candidates may  dow nload the  IAF recruitment 2021 notification and application form
from w w w .indianairforce.nic.in. Selection of c andidate w ill be bas ed on w ritten test/ skill
tes t/ practic al test/ phy sic al test. M edium of ex am should be English & Hindi. Selec ted
candidates w ill be placed anyw here in India. Aspirants w ith a v alid Civ il Driv ing License are
instructed to apply  for this  IAF v acancy. No TA/ Da w ill be prov ided to attend the selection
process.  More deta ils about Indian Air  Force v acancy, admit card, sy l labus , mer it list,
selection list, results and upcoming recrui tment w ill be updated at official w ebsite.

Please v isi t w w w .indianairforce. nic.in to know  more career opportunity  at Indian Air
Force. Here y ou w ill get educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode and
steps to apply  for posts. Keep looking at w w w.daily recruitment.in to obtain latest updates.

Apple is aiming to launch its self-driv ing car
as early  as 2025, Bloomberg New s reported.
Apple’s silicon engineering group, w hich dev ised
the processors for the iPhone, iPad and Mac,
has dev eloped Apple car chip that consists of
neural processors that can handle the artificial
intelligence needed for autonomous driv ing.
Apple’s ideal electric car that can spare customers
from driv ing fatigue w ould hav e no steering w heel
and pedals. Apple’s ex isting serv ices and devices
could also be integrated w ith the car.  Though its
interior w ould be designed around hands-off
driv ing, Apple plans to equip the car w ith an
emergency  takeov er mode. The car’s infotainment
sy stem w ould be placed in the middle of the
v ehicle, so that passengers can use the reach the
screen facility during a ride. The seating of the car
w ound be  similar to a limousine with passengers
facing each other. A sophisticated cooling sy stem
may  become necessary  to cool the adv anced
chip that control the autonomous w ith full self-
driv ing abil ity  that doesn’t require human
intervention. If Apple fails to lauch a car w ith full
self-driv ing ability  it could either postpone the
release or could come out w ith a car w ith lesser
technology, said the report. Apple's self-driv ing
car project know n as Project Titan is led by  Apple
Watch softw are executiv e Kev in Ly nch, people
familiar w ith the matter told Bloomberg. Apple is
currently  testing the tech using a fleet of 69 Lexus
SUVs, say s the state’s Department of Motor
Vehicles. Engineers who are inv olv ed in the
project say that Apple is intending to build stronger
safeguards compared to its competitors.

Apple's fully self-
driving electric car
may be launched as

early as 2025
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OPEN SECRET

NEW HELICOPTER POLICY TO PROPEL
GROWTH OF CIVIL AVIATION SECTOR
The civ ilian helicopter sector got a shot

in the arm w hen in October  2021 the Civ il
Av iation Min is ter  J y otirad ity a Scindia
announced a new  helicopter policy  at the
Helicopter Summit organised by  the industry
body  FICCI in Dehradun. Under this policy
besides many  other norms dedicated hubs
and c orridors w ould be established and
landing charges  and parking deposi ts
abolis hed to boost c omm ercial
helicopter operations in the country.

Under the new  pol icy, the
gov ernment w i ll put together  a
dedicated helicopter acceleration cell
in the Civ il Av iation Ministry  that will
look at helicopter industry 's issues.
As part of the policy  there w ill be no
landing charges or parking deposits
for heliports or helicopter companies.
To begin w ith four Heli Hubs and
Train ing Units w ill be set up in Mumbai,
Guw ahati, Delhi, and Bengaluru and helicopter
corridors w ill be set up in  10 cities and 82
routes in the country.

Ex perts w ith w hom THE WEEK spoke
found that the helic opter  policy  and
dev elopment of heli hubs is the need of the
hour to give a push to the slow  mov ing civilian
helicopter sector in the country. The civ il
av iation market is grow ing at a rapid pace in
the country  and has draw n many  av iation
giants towards India as many  business class
people are ending up buy ing their ow n personal
aircraft and jets. How ev er helicopters despite
their adv antages hav e been lagging behind in
penetration remarked a former helicopter pilot
w ho did not w ish to be identified.

This former pilot points out that the journey
of the civ il hel icopter sec tor in Ind ia has
remained more or less stagnant. “Since the
first civil helicopter took to the skies in India in
Nov ember 1953 the commercial use of
helicopters in India was limited to small av iation
companies inv olv ed in communication and
crop spray ing until 1986. The formation of the
Helicopter Corporation of India in 1986 (later

Paw an Hans Helicopters Ltd), w as the turning
point in the civ il helicopter industry  in India.
Though Paw an Hans now  holds and operates
the largest fleet of helicopters in the country, it
could only add a mere 292 units during its 26
y ears period up to 2012. Post that the firm
began facing tough times due to higher cost of
operations and regulatory  norms,” remarked
the former pilot.

Interestingly  if one goes by  the numbers
India at present has only  266 civ il registered
helicopters in the country, operating w ith non
scheduled operators , pr iv ate category,
gov ernm ent (central and state) and PSUs.
The Non-Scheduled Operators hold the major
chunk of helicopters in numbers (200 plus)
the balance operate under the category  of
priv ate and Gov ernm ent and PSUs .
Surprisingly this number is very less compared
to the global statistics.

“As per the av ailable data, the total civ il
helicopter across the world is more than 34,000
and India accounts for less than one  percent.
India currently has v ery  few  civ il helicopters
compared to adv anced countries like
Sw itzerland. Ev en Brazil, which is one of the
developing countries, is much ahead of India
in helicopters. The Brazilian city  of Sao Paulo
alone has 750 helicopters. But despite all odds
the m arket and industry  in India remain
optimistic. The establishment of joint ventures
in India by  helicopter manufacturing firms like
AgustaWestland, Sikorsky  and Eurocopter are
positiv e mov es ,”  remarked av iation and
aerospace ex pert Girish Linganna w ho is also

the Director of ADD Engineering Components
(India) Limited.

This ex pert further ex plained that about
40 percent of civ il helicopters across the globe
are used for corporate business, 29 percent
for emergency  medical serv ices and law
enforcement,  16 perc ent for  o ffshore
operations and the balance for other operations
such as heli-tourism, adventure sports, aerial

surv ey s etc.
“A major ity  of helicopters in

India are used in the energy  sector,
both onshore and offshore. The
rem ain ing are us ed in
c om munic ation,  m edic a l
ev acuation (air tax i or ambulance
serv ices), heli-tourism, elections
and other serv ices. The energy
sector w hich has a lot of offshore
operations needs more advanced

modern helicopters w ith better range and
adv anced safety  features. The helicopters are
gauged by  their performance criteria, w hich
is speed, safety,  reliability  etc. The single
engine helicopters such as Eurocopter EC130/
AS350, BELL 407, Robinson R-66 and AW109
are the most popular ones and are currently
in use in India. The medium tw in engine AW
139, AW 169, BELL 412 and Sikorsky  S-76
are in dem and in the energy  s ec tor
considering their safety  aspects. The next in
line are the multi engine helicopters, w hich
are mos tly  used in the defence sec tor
considering thei r high operational cost and
specialised features,” added Linganna.

Av iation ex perts agree that though India
show s  a positiv e trend in the emerging
helicopter sector, the high cost of operations,
the increasing av iation turbine fuel costs, high
import duty  for import of helicopters and
spares , application of w ing air traffic  rules
and infrastructure such as heliports and
helipads  and their  maintenance needs
immediate focus. Going ahead in the future
these issues are likely  to be so lv ed by  the
new helicopter policy.

ICMR invites research proposals
under ad hoc project programme

The ICMR has called for
resea rch  p ro p o sa ls fro m
scientists a nd p rofessiona ls
who have regular employment
in medical colleges, research

institu tes,  u niversities an d
NGOs under an ad hoc project
programme for 2021, officials
said.

To promote research in the

co u ntry  in  th e  fie ld  o f
biomedical investigations, the
ICMR p ro vides fin a ncia l
support in the form of ad hoc
pro jects, I ndian  Cou ncil of

M e d i c a l
R e s e a r c h
(ICMR) scientist
L K Sharma said.

Th ese a re
o ffered  to
scien tists o r
p r o fe ssi o n a ls
with employment
in  m ed ica l
c o l l e g e s ,
r e s e a r c h
i n s t i t u t e s ,
u n i v e r s i t y ,
r e c o g n i s e d
resea rch  a n d
d ev e lo p m en t
la b o ra t o r ie s,

g o vern m en t a n d  sem i-
government organisations and
NGOs, he added.

Th e ma ximu m funding
amount per project is Rs 1.5
crore, Sharma said.

A ll p rojects invo lvin g
research on human beings or
animals must be cleared by the
reg istered  h u m a n  eth ics
committee or the animal ethics
com mittee of the respective
institute, he said.

The ICMR has also called
for p ro po sa ls fro m yo un g
resea rch ers u n d er its
fellowship (research associates
or senior research fellowships)
programme for the year 2021.
Th e p ro p o sa ls in  b o th
categories can be su bmitted
online till 5 pm on December
17.

Port Blai r,  Nov  23: The
Andaman & Nicobar AIDS Control
Society  conducted a mainstreaming
training programme on HIV/AIDS,
HIV/ AIDS Ac t 2017,  Blood

Donation Motiv ation and Condom
Promotion at Police Motor Transport
last Saturday. More than 70 officers
and staff attended the programme,
w hich w as conduc ted under the
superv ision of Dr. M. Joy, Project
Di rec tor, A & N  AIDS Control
Society.

Mr Girish Kumar, AD (SPM)
A & N  AIDS Contro l Society
informed about the causes and the
consequences  of the HIV/AIDS-
STDs and the measures and steps
to prevent this disease and achiev e

Port Blai r,  Nov  23: The
N aga rpal ik a  Sw ac h htha
Karm ac har i Sangh (NSKS), an
affil iated as sociation of Andaman
N ic obar  R ajy a Karm ac har i
M ahas angh (AN R KM ),  has
prov ided Water d is penser w i th
Watercan in the Sanitary  Sec tion
of Ward No. 18. T he em ploy ees
of Sani tary  Sections in  al l 24
w ards  hav e been struggling for
w ant of basic facil ities like toilets,
dr ink ing w ater ,  handw as h,

Port Blair, Nov  23: The Andaman & Nicobar
Skating Association & Sai Yoga Trust w ill jointly
participate in the 59th Roller Skating Championship
to be held at New  Delhi from Dec 11 to 22. The
Championship is being organized by  Roller Skating
Federation of India. Event Category :- 9-11 y rs boy s
-Sumit Toppo, Vanv asi Kaly an Ashram (G Model
SSS), Aary an Anand (Sagaritara), 9-11y rs Girls –
Kushi Kumari  (VKV, Ranchi Basthi),   11- 14y rs –
R.R. Sai Prajesh (Carmel Sc hool), J Darshan
(NCS), A.R. Jeev a (Kamaraj Eng. Med. School),
R R Sai Dharsan (Carmel School),  17 abov e boy s
K. Sury a (Khalsa Public school), Girls Somireddy
Lax mi Dev i (1st y ear BPE, JNRM) and G. Priy a
(1st y ear BPE, J NRM).

Isles team to participate in 59th

National Roller Skating C’ship

Mainstreaming workshop
by ANACS on HIV-AIDS

the objectiv e of getting to zero. He
als o motiv ated the gathering for
Voluntary  Blood Donation, shared
the importance and benefits of blood
donation.  T he k now ledge of

prev enting discr im ination and
stigma against HIV/AIDS w as
also imparted.

The w hole programme w as
organized and coordinated by  Mr
Harendra Kumar Rai, Counselor
and Sm t.  Lal i tha Toppo,
Counselor. The participants w ere
ex hor ted to c om e forw ard for
‘Know ing thei r HIV Status”  by
v oluntar i ly  getting tes ted
themselv es. The test report if found
positiv e w ill be dealt confidentially
for care and support.

NSKS installs Water dispenser
with Water in Sanitary Section

of Ward no. 18
soaps,  brooms,  g lov es , mask
etc.

Wi th t he effor ts  of a l l
members of NSKS,  the dr inking
w ater problem has been solv ed
in the sanitary  section of Ward no.
18. The noble gesture w ill continue
in other w ards for the w elfare of
Sani tary  employ ees in Port B lair
Municipa l areas by  Nagarpal ika
Sw achhtha Karmachari Sangh,
said Mr S Bi ju Pil lai , General
Sec retary , ANR KM.


