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Thought for today
Without the

establishment of
human, moral and

spiritual values,
there can never be

true freedom.
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Golupooja celebration
at Om Sakthi

melmaruvathur
adhiparasakthi

Buniyadabad. Large
number of devotees took
part in the “Gau pooja”.

Utmost care and concern is
being observed by temple
committee and devotees

towards adherence of
COVID appropriate

behaviour.

Port Blair, Oct 13: Failure of
the technical  agencies like the
Shipping Corporation of Ind ia and
the Directorate of Shipping Serv ices
to rectify  the snag dev eloped on the
new ly  inducted v essel MV Sindhu
has started generating resentment
among islanders particularly  inter-
island residents. More than 90 day s

:: K. Muralidha ran
Pillai ::

Maya bu n der, Oct 13 :
Co ps in  Ma yab und er ha ve
reg istered  a  ca se u n d er
releva n t sectio n s o f th e
POCSO Act against a 19 year
o ld  resid ent of Web i.  Th e
accused is the neighbor of the
victim an d used to allegedly

Port Bla ir, Oc t 13:  A jo int
meeting of the office bearers of
Unions affiliated w ith INTUC w as
held in the community  hall of Gram
Panchay at, Wimber ly gunj  on
Tuesday  under the chairmanship of
the Mem ber of Parliam ent and
President, INTUC, Mr Kuldeep Rai
Sharma. The meeting w as attended
by  M r Gy an Prakas h Kris hna,
General Sec retary , INTUC , Mr

Port B lair, Oct 13: Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharm a, the
Member of Parliament of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
today called on Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM,
NM, VSM  (Retd.), Hon’ble Lt Gov ernor, A&N Islands
and Vice Chairman, Islands Dev elopment Agency  and
discussed some crucial issues of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands . During the meeting the Member of Par liament
demanded filling up all v acant posts in Andaman and
Nicobar  Administration immediately  w ith only  local
candidates. The Member of Parliament also demanded to
start the Flat Bay  w ater project, w hich has the potential to
solv e the problem of w ater crisis, often w itnes sed in
Islands. According to the Member of Parliament keeping
the future in mind and considering the ex pected boom in
tourist-footfall after completion of the Airport Terminal Building
of Port Blair, it is necessary to plan av ailability of sufficient
w ater for Islanders as  w ell as v isiting tourists. He said
that the Rutland w ater projec t can fulfill the w ater
requirements of Islanders w hile the Flat Bay  w ater project
has potential to meet the water requirement for our growing
Tourism Industry. The Member of Parliament demanded
construction of Bridge betw een M innie Bay  and Mitha
Khadi.  He mentioned that if the bridge is constructed, it
w ill not only  bring an economic  boom in the South
Andaman region but also bring more prosperity  for Tourism
Industry, besides making life easy  for Islanders. He said
that this bridge w ill minimize the distance betw een Port

Is proper verification of migrant
labourers engaged by defence forces

conducted, question islanders
Por t Blai r, Oct  13: While the

recent detection of illegal immigrants
from a neighborin g country living
illegally in these islands reinvigorated
th e d ebate o ver  il leg al i nfl ux of
population in this territory, islanders
in gen eral questio n the autho rities
wh eth er l abo u r ers n um b eri n g
hundreds in and around Bhatu Basti
area are checked of their or iginal
native address. Hundreds of labourers
at the Bh atu Bhasti market  area can
be noticed waiting for daily work near
the Bus and Truck in the area. Majority
of  them are repo rtedly hir ed by
contractors for various projects of the
defence establishments. But whether
proper  verificati on by the d efence
forces pertaining to their or iginal
address, Identity Cards in possession
are b ei n g  co n du cted  i s b ein g
questioned by islanders.

“The key to creating jobs for the
poo r masses i n Indi a lies in the
construction sector which is pivotal

to improving the productivity of the
economy, says a study by the National
Sample Survey Or ganization . The
industry in this remote territory too
has witnessed a boom in the recent
years.  With massi ve infrastr ucture
development projects underway right
from the north to  the southernmost
tip of this archipelago, the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands has registered a
surge in the popu lation of m igrant
labour ers from other parts of the
country. But what  has emerged as a
major concern is engagement of such
labourers for defence projects,” said
a local resident.

“Majority of the labourers found
at Bhatu Basti an d adjoining  areas
work for projects of the defence forces.
They are hired by private contractors
and br ought from various parts of
mainland mainly West Bengal. But do
the autho ri ti es con du ct p ro per
antecedent verification, cross check
original residential address and other

identi ty cards p ossessed b y them
before engaging them for work inside
crucial d efence areas. Pro bably not
as there i s massi ve d em an d of
labourers in these islands.  There is
acute shortage o f human resource
mainly for the construction sector here
and as such many labour contractors
hire p eople from  mainland.  Their
numbers have grown considerably in
the recent years and they have now
gained  total contr ol of the m arket.
Moreover, the local labor force prefers
to remain jobless rather than assume
vo cat i o n  as l ab o u r er s i n  th e
co nstr uct io n secto r.  L ackin g of
monitoring of thousands of migrant
labourers arriving here from different
parts of the country particularly from
West Bengal poses a serious security
threat to these islands. As such, the
defence establishments should ensure
proper verification of the labourers
before engaging them for work,” said
another.

Blair and Jirkatang by  nearly 12-15 KM and
reduce the time to reach Jirktang by  half. The
Mem ber of Par liament also placed the
demand of starting International Flights from
Port Blair, w hich w ill bring foreign tourists to
Andaman and giv e a tremendous economic
boost to the Tourism  Industry  of Andaman
and Nic obar Islands . He mentioned that
International flight w ill also create thousands
of new job opportunities for Island y ouths. 

MP meets LG, ANI; Takes up issues
of filling up of all vacant posts, Flat
Bay Water Project, Minnie Bay to
Mitha Khadi Bridge and starting

International flights

assured w orkers to look in to the points
raised in the meeting positiv ely. Members
present on the occas ion congratulated Mr
Kuldeep Rai Sharma on his appointment as
Secretary, AICC and w as felicitated by  Mr
Hameed of Workshop Div ision of APWD.
Mr Abdul Azeez, Vice President proposed
the vote of thanks.

Sahadev an, Vice President, INT UC, Mr
Masi Lugun, General Secretary, ANTCC,
Mr N aray ana,  C hai rm an F is herm an
Congress, Mr AP Jabir and Mr Sundaram,

former Zilla Paris had members and Mr
Az eez,  Genera l Secretary  of Forest
Employ ees Union.

In his address, Mr Kuldeep Rai Sharma

Meeting of INTUC affiliated Unions held

19 yr old Webi resident arrested
for impregnating minor

sexually abuse the victim. The
matter was reported to a local
ASHA worker, who took the
min or to  Dr RP Hospital at
Ma ya b un d er wh ere a fter
m edica l exam in a tio n  th e
victim  was fo u nd  to  b e 7
months pregnant. The medical
a u th o rities im m ed ia tely
informed the Police  Station,

Mayabunder. On receipt of the
com plain t, the  police swung
into action and registered the
matter under relevant sections
o f th e  POCS O Act.  Th e
a ccused  was a rrested an d
pro duced  before the Special
Co u rt (POCS O)  a t
Mayabunder. More details are
awaited.

Resentment brews over failure of
agencies to rectify snag of MV Sindhu

hav e passed since the v essel
developed some technical snag on
its w ay  to Hut Bay.  The depleting
fleet of the Shipping Directorate w ith
majority  of its v essels under repairs
and routine maintenance in Dry
Dock s has now  star ted raising
doubts on the technical ex pertise of
the agencies.

MV Sindhu on her maiden
v oy age s ailed for Hut Bay  in Aug
15 w ith ov er 400 passengers from
Haddo jetty.  The v es sel a fter
cross ing Ross Island dev eloped
some snags in the steering w heel
and had to return back and dock at
Haddo je tty .  Later ,  a l l the
passengers on board MV Sindhu
w ere shifted to another v essel MV
Kalighat w hich sa iled for Hut Bay

“Majority  of the ships  of the
Shipping Department have remained
under  repai rs .  T he Shipping
Department spents crores of money
on salaries and a llow ances of the
crew members stationed idle at the
Dry  Dock in main land Shipy ards.
Ev en in the past,  despite s ev eral
repairs and renov ations at Dry

Dock s  in  Ind ia and aboard,
pas sengers trav elling in these
v essels hav e complained of non-
functional ACs and poor serv ices.
The Marine Docky ard here is quite
capable of carry ing out the repair
and maintenance w orks of inter-
is land c las s  v es s els . T he
department, instead of getting these
v essels repaired here, has  been
sending the v essels to m ainland.
For long, this has been the common
practice for the authorities to send
v es sels to other docky ards  in
mainland for repair  w ork as  it
involv es big money.

“ Induction of the 500-pax-150
MT cargo v essel MV Sindhu had
brought huge relie f for inter- island

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Billiground, Oct 13: Access to transpor tation

contributes to the economic dev elopment, health, and
quality of life of rural communities. Reliable transportation
is needed for rural  residents to access healthcare
serv ic es, consum er serv ices , employ ment and
educational opportunities, and social serv ices. The
general public of Billiground requested better buses in
the Billiground region.

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Diglipur, Oct 10:  For the fi rst time Diglipur

connected Port Blair w ith a real online bus booking
sy stem today. ‘Anand Transport’ the leader in public
transport bus serv ice in Andaman and N icobar
Islands starts this serv ice.

“This Online tick eting serv ice w ill ease the
Online bus ticketing sy stem in Andaman Islands
w hic h is fru itful for the residents of Andaman

PASSENGERS DEMAND GOOD
BUSES IN BILLIGROUND REGION

In a le tter addres sed to
M em ber of Parl iament Shri .
Kuldeep Rai Sharm a, Manoj it
Halder ,  Pres ident BBC C ,
Billiground ex pressed thanks to the
resumption of bus serv ice from Port
Blair to Nimbudera and v iz-v ersa
last w eek of August 2021. But to

Anand Bus Transport launches
online ticketing from Diglipur

Port Blair Oct 13: The
auspicious yearly religious
event of Golupooja celebration
at  Sree M uthu Mar iamm an
Temple-Buniyadabad. Large
number of devotees took part
i n th e “ Gau  p oo j a” On
10.10.2021 Sunday the Program
was organized by Om Sakthi
melmaruvathur adhiparasakthi

Bu ni yadabad.   11.10. 2021
Program was organized by
Sudha and Anarkali group,
12. 10.2021 o rg an iz ed  b y
Manjula group Buniyadabad.
Utmost care and concern is
bei ng observed by tem ple
com m ittee an d  d evo tees
towards adherence of COVID
appropriate behaviour.

Golupooja at Sree Buniyadabad
MuthuMariamman Temple

Pondicherry
Varsity
Exams

rescheduled
Port Blair, Oct 13: The
Pondicherry University

Examination Wing UG/PG
Section has informed that exams
scheduled to be held on Oct.14 &

15 has been rescheduled to be
held on Oct. 26 & 27 respectively

in view of Durga Puja Festival.
Further, in view of VVIP visit to

these Islands, candidates
appearing for arrear paper

examinations scheduled on
Oct.16 will be conducted offline/

online examinations for both
sessions forenoon/afternoon at
ANCOL College, Chakkargaon.

Candidates have been advised to
reach ANCOL one hour before

the commencement of the exam.



CMY K P B

14 October 2021

EDITORIAL
Anti-graft campaign

Five organisat ions, including the C it izens for
Democracy and Lok Sevak Eangh, founded by
Jayaprakash Narayan, decided at a meeting in New
Delhi to launch an all-India campaign against corruption.
This was in commemoration of Jayaprakash Narayan’s
bir th anniversary on Sunday. The meeting passed a
resolution, prevailing on Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
to remove A R Antulay from the poet of Chief Minister of
Maharashtra. The other  organisations which also
sponsored the ant i-corrupt ion movement were the
People’s Union for C ivil Liberties, Delhi Voters Council
and the Hindustan Andolan.

Visa issue
The government has said that it was not involved at

this stage In the issue concerning China’s refusal to grant
a visa to the Speaker of the Arunachal Assembly, T L
Rajkumar. Rajkumar  is a member of the Indian
parliamentarians’ delegation, which is to leave for Beijing
later this month to attend a conference on population
control. Answering questions, an official spokesman said
the government was, however, aware that the Chinese
government had refused visa to Rajkumar. The delegation
has been told to take up the matter with the United Nations
which has sponsored the conference. UN authorities were
in touch with the Chinese government in this connection,
the spokesman said.

Purge in Egypt
Eighteen Egypt ian officers with “ fanatic religious

tendencies” have been dismissed from the army in the
wake of Sadat ’s assassinat ion by Muslim
fundamentalists, official sources said. The dismissal
was the first reported move by the government to purge
the army of r eligious extremists. “Eighteen army
officers have been posted into civilian positions because
of their fanatic religious tendencies,” said the statement
released by officia l sources who would not be publicly
identified.
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OPEN INTERNET MORE AT RISK NOW
THAN EVER BEFORE: TWITTER

Amid raging debate globally over
social media regulation and controls,
mic roblogging platf orm Tw itter  on
Tues day  c aut ioned t hat  ' Open
Internet' is more at risk now than ever
bef ore, and as serted the need for
c oordinated, m ul t i-s tak eholder
strategy to defend free, secure, and
global open internet.

I n  i t s  pos i tion paper  on
'Protecting the Open Internet', Twitter
said governments that seek to defend
and expand online f reedom cannot
stand by while other countries seek
to silence critics, censor journalists,
and block access to information.

"The harassment of employees
of service providers is a worry ing
norm, acc elerated by proposals  to
require local  staf f to be liable for
decisions rather t han the corporate
entity," Twitter  said.

The Open Internet is more at
risk now than ever before, the paper
concluded.

"...the targeting of independent
journalists and activists highlights the
willingness of some states and actors
to use digital policy and manipulation

to control  political debate, " it said.
The paper  went on to  say t hat

as the control of digital infrastructure
is increasingly a focus of geopolitical
action, these issues cannot be viewed
in isolation.

"It  is essent ial that there is a
c oordinated, m ul t i-s tak eholder
strategy to respond to these threats
and defend the free, sec ure, and
global Open Internet," it added.

The Open I nt ernet  is  not
som ething to be t aken for grant ed;
and in the com ing years, decisions
wil l be made that define its  future,
Twitter observed.

"The ris k that the rhetoric  of
policy and language of law will be co-
opted and w eaponis ed by those
seeking to usher in an age of techno-
nationalism is real," Twit ter said.

In the paper, Twitter outlined five
guiding principles for regulation.

"The Open Internet is global,
should be available to all, and should
be built  on open standards  and the
prot ection of human right s," Twi tter
said.

Trust, it noted, is essential and

can be built  w ith  t ransparenc y,
procedural f airness,  and priv acy
protections.

"Recommendation and ranking
algorithms should be subject to human
choice and control," Twit ter said.

It contended that competition,
choice and innovation are foundations
of the Open I nternet and should be
protec ted and expanded, "ensuring
inc umbents are not entrenched by
laws and regulations".

"Content  moderation is m ore

than jus t leave up or take down.
Regulation should allow for a range
of interventions, w hile setting c lear
definitions for categories of content,"
Twitter  said.

The US-based company has
fac ed flak in the past  for  various
ac t ions  t ak en on t w eets  and
acc ounts  of high-profi le users and
delay in compliance with India's new
IT rules in  the im mediat e aftermath
of notification of the said norms earlier
this year.

Under  the new ru les , s ocial
media companies are required to take
down flagged content within 36 hours,
and remove within  24 hours content
that is flagged for nudity, pornography
etc . The new  rules are des igned to
prevent abuse and misuse of platforms,
and offer us ers a robust f orum for
grievance redressal.

"As  has been noted by a range
of  v o ic es,  t he c om binat ion of
significant administrative penalties for
individual pieces of content  and
expected removal in short time periods
whether one hour or 24 hours creates
a s ignif icant  corporate incentive to
over-remove content, part icularly in
edge cases," Twitter said.

It more acut ely impact s sm all
companies and new services who have
more lim ited resources t o lit igate or
pay fines, the soc ial media plat form
said.

Thes e framework s m us t be
underpinned with strong, independent
process es and f ree from  pol itic al
int erference while allow ing f or civil
society  participation, Twitter' s paper
said.

Fewer in US turn to food banks, but millions still in need
Hunger  and food insecurity  across

the United States hav e dropped measurably
ov er the past six  m onths, but the need
remains far abov e pre-pandemic lev els.
And specialists in hunger issues warn that
the situation for millions of families remains
ex tremely  fragile.

An Associated Press rev iew  of bulk
distribution numbers from hundreds of food
banks across the country  rev ealed a clear
dow nw ard trend in the amount of food
handed out across the country, starting in
the spring as the COVID-19 v accine rollout
took hold and closed sectors of the
economy  began to reopen.

"It's come down, but it's still elev ated,
said Katie Fitzgera ld, CEO of F eeding
Amer ica, a nonprofi t organisation that
coordinates the efforts of more than 200
food banks across the country  and that
prov ided the AP with the national distribution
numbers.

She w arned that despite the recent
decreases, the amount of food being
distributed by  Feeding America's partner
food banks remained more than 55 percent
abov e pre-pandemic lev els.

We're w orried (food insecurity ) could
increase all over again if too many shoes
drop," she said.

Those potential setbacks include the
adv ance of the delta v ar iant of the
coronavirus, w hich has already  delay ed
planned returns to the office for millions of
employ ees and w hich c ould threaten
school closures and other shutdow ns as
the nation enters the w inter flu season.

Other obstacles include the gradual
ex piration of sev eral COVID-19-specific

protections such as the ev iction moratorium
and ex panded unemploy ment benefits.

All told, families facing food insecurity
find themselves still dependent on outside
assistance and ex tremely  v ulnerable to
unforeseen difficulties.

There are people going back to w ork,
but it' s slow  going and God forbid y ou
should need a car repair or som ething,
said C armen Cumber land, president of
Community  Harv est Food Bank in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. Nationally, the food banks
that w ork w ith Feeding America saw  a 31
percent increase in  the amount of food
distributed in the firs t quarter of 2021
compared w ith the first quarter of 2020, just
before the g lobal pandemic reached
America. When the nationw ide closures of
offices and schools began in March 2020,
the im pac t w as im mediate. F eeding
America-affiliated food banks distributed 1.1
billion pounds of food in the first quarter on
2020; in the second quarter, the number

jumped 42 percent to more than 1.6 billion
pounds. The third quarter saw  a smaller 5
percent increase up to nearly  1.7 bi llion
pounds of food. While distributions declined
from the end of 2020 to the first quarter of
2021, recent data suggests that the decline
has levelled off. The national data is mirrored
in the ex periences of indiv idual food banks
across the country.

At the Alameda County  Community
Food Bank in Oakland, California, the level
of community  need s piked in w inter and
early  spring of this year. In February 2021,
the organisation set a record w ith 5 million
pounds of food distributed. That record stood
for one month as March 2021 saw 6 million
pounds distributed. After the March peak,
the numbers started dropping steadily dow n
to 4.6 million pounds in August 2021. But
that's still compared w ith 2.7 million pounds
in June 2019. The recov ery  is going to be
v ery, very  long and steep for families w ho
are ty pically  re liant on food banks,  said

Michael Altfest, the food bank's director of
community  engagement. "I nev er thought
I w ould need it, she said. "It helped
tremendously, and it still really  helps. Even
as the situation slow ly  improv es, James
finds hersel f in need.  She has  tw o
grandchildren and tw o nieces liv ing w ith
her, and she's keeping them from attending
in-person school out of fear of the pandemic
w hich means she can't go back to w ork.

At the Capital Area Food Bank in
Washington, D.C., the amount of food
distributed in July  2021 w as 64 percent
higher than in the same month in 2019.

 COVID isn't ov er by  any  m eans,
said the food bank' s president,  Radha
Muthiah. We're still seeing ex isting need.

Just how  long the elev ated lev el of
need w ill last is a matter of debate, w ith the
most conserv ativ e estimates projecting it
w ill last w ell into nex t summer. Some are
predicting that the country 's food banks may
nev er return to normal. Parallel gov ernment
food assis tance programs  like SNAP
benefits, commonly  known as food stamps,
also saw  a pandemic-fueled spike in usage.

The Department of Agriculture, w hich
administers SNAP, reports that the number
of SNAP users increased by  7 m illion
betw een 2019 and 2021. In Augus t,
President Joe Biden instituted a permanent
25 percent boost in SNAP benefits, starting
this month. Secretary  of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack told the AP that at the peak of the
pandemic, 14 percent of American adults
w ere receiv ing SNAP benefits. It has
ex posed the fragility of the sy stem, w hich
makes programs like SNAP, programmes
like summer feeding programmes, school

feeding programs, food bank assistance
ev er more important." Vilsack s aid the
Biden adm inis tration has mov ed to
s trengthen the national  food bank
infrastructure by  dev oting $1 billion in June
to help fund refrigerated truck s and
w arehouses that w ill allow  food banks to
store and prov ide more fres h fruits,
v egetables and dairy  products. Now  the
country 's food bank netw ork is busy  try ing
to project the lev el of need going forw ard,
factoring in multiple influences positiv e and
negativ e. Theoretically, the boosted Child
Tax  Credit pay ments, w hich started in July,
are meant to allev iate the monthly  burden
for low er-income and middle-class families
by  prov iding money  to use as the families
see fit. But food bank ex ecutiv es and
researchers estimate that it could take six
to 12 months to see a real impact on food
security  as families initially  dev ote those
funds to issues like rent or car repairs.

The Biden administration allow ed the
federal moratorium to expire in late August,
and Congress did not extend it.

While the federa l gov ernment now
focuses on pumping money  into rental
ass istanc e programmes, the national
moratorium has dev olv ed into a patchw ork
of localised morator iums, in plac es like
Washington, D.C., Boston and New  York
state all ex piring on different schedules.

At the southeast Washington driv e-
through food pantry, v olunteers there hav e
dev eloped friendships w ith some of the
regulars, including Rob and Dev ereaux
Sim m s.  "God's  been good to us ,
Dev ereaux Simms said, and you should
nev er be too proud to accept help.

Vaccination drive going
smoothly in isles

Port Blair, Oct 13: The vaccination driv e is continuing smoothly
in A&N Islands. As per data av ailable, a total of 4,59,796 beneficiaries
hav e been v accinated so far in A&N Islands,  out of the target
beneficiaries of 2, 81, 603 (approx .). A total of 1,71,406 el igible
people in the age group of 18 to 44 y ears hav e been v accinated till
dated 12-10-2021. A total of 1831 people were v accinated y esterday
in A&N  Islands. 707 beneficiaries w ere v accinated in  South
Andaman District, out of w hich 89 beneficiar ies w ere in the age
group of 18-44 y ears. Similarly, 902 beneficiaries w ere vaccinated
in North & Middle Andaman District out of w hich 22 beneficiaries
w ere in the age group of 18-44. 222 beneficiaries w ere v accinated
in South Andaman District, out of w hich 5 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 years.

CPREEC announces
Free Certificate Course
on waste management

Port Blair, Oct 13: C.P.R. Env ironmental Education Centre
(CPREEC) w ill be organizing tw o months free Certificate Course
on Waste Management (Solid Waste, Biomedical  Waste, Plastic
Waste,  EWaste, Construction and Demolition Waste) under the
Green Skill  Dev elopm ent Programme (GSDP). Ministry  of
Env ironment, Forest and Climate Change, Gov ernment of India
introduced the idea of the Green Skill Dev elopment Programme
(GSDP) for skilling y ouths of India. A Certificate w ill be aw arded to
the participants  on success ful completion of the course. In this
regard, applications hav e been inv ited from Science and Engineering
Graduates of A&N Islands. The application should reach by  email
gopalcpr@gmail.com or Whatsapp (9474224389) or contact Project
Officer, CPREEC, Port Blair ov er mobile 9474224389 / 9933282500
or cpreec@env is.nic.in on or before 30th October, 2021.

Resentment brews.. from... Page 01
residents. But their euphoria turned
out to be short-liv ed as the v essel
dev eloped technical snag in its
maiden sailing. But ev en after a
lapse of ov er 90 day s, the technical
agencies hav e failed to rectify  the
snag and their v es sel rem ains
anchored serv ing no purpose. The
top brass of the adm inis tration
should take necessary  steps and
initiate measures to put the v essel
into operation as also increase the
operational capacity  of the DSS
fleet,”  said another.

The 500-pax -150 MT  cargo
v es sel ‘MV Sindhu’ joined the
shipping fleet of the Directorate of
Shipping Serv ic es recently .
Constructed by  the Cochin Shipping
Limited, Kochi, the v essel can cruise
at 16 knots and has been built to the
highest standards of the Ind ian
Register of Shipping and American
Bureau of Shipping meeting the
Indian Merchant Shipping rules and

is customized for Indian requirements
w ith v ery  high lev el of safety  and
c omfor t com parable to the
international standards. The v essel
has deluxe, first-class, second class
cabins, bunk class and seating
class. The v essel is equipped with
a ll  m odern am enities  for the
passengers. The ships carry ing
capac ity  is 6792 Gross Tonnage
and her  des ign draught is 4 .3
meters. With a Depth of 6.90 meters,
hav ing a length ov erall (LOA) is
99.75 meters while the Vessel w idth
is 17.50 meters w ith Summer DWT:
1085 T. The recorded speed of the
v essel is 16 knots and the av erage
speed is 14.7 knots. The v essel is
hav ing m odern amenities  like
Recreation Rooms for Bunk and
C abin C las s,  Gy m nasium ,
Hospital, Conference Room along
w ith a Wheel House equipped w ith
Ergonomically  designed h igh
maneuv erability SAT nav igation

Anand Bus Transport .. from... Page 01
particularly  for the residents of the
N  & M  Andam an and the
passengers can buy  the online
tickets for any w here from today.
This w ill also ease the return ticket
procedure for the passengers. This
w ill ease the Online ticketing sy stem
in the Andaman Islands” . said Shri
K.Jagannathan speaking to The
Andaman Ex press.

“The general public can log in
to www .bookbus.c o.in  for  th is
serv ice. As the internet faci lity
improv ed in the North Andaman
area w e are introducing the online

bus booking sy stem from today. We
are operating daily  tw o buses as
per the administration’s permission
from both ends. From Port Blair first
bus leav es to Por t Blair at 06:30
am and the nex t bus at 06:35 am.
From Diglipur  first bus leav es
morning at 04:30 am and the nex t
bus in  the night at 09:00 PM. We
hope that the pass engers  w i ll
immensely  benefit from this sy stem
he added. Earl ier  the Anand
Transport launched Port Blair to
Diglipur online bus booking sy stem
tw o y ears ago.

Passengers demand.. from... Page 01
dism ay  roof leaking buses  are
ply ing in this region which is needed
to take care of.

 Manojit further added that
today  in Nimbudera Ex press bus
AN  01K 6265 (  ST S 563)
passengers w ere suffered a lot of

di fficul ties and they  had been
compelled to use an umbrella inside
the bus in order to keep dry
themselv es from the rain.  For the
betterment of the general public better
buses need to deploy  in  Ex press
service for safe trav el.

PRESS NOTE
Due to Administrative reasons, the Harbour Ferry

services between Phoenix Bay -Bambooflat and
Phoenix Bay –Panighat, shall be operated from
Chatham on  15th 16th and 17th Oct 2021.

View above, and to avoid inconvenience the daily
commuters are requested to suitably  plan their
journey.  The inconvenience so would be caused is
regretted

Deputy Director (SS)

Port Blair, Oct 13: The Health
Department of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands recently  collected a number
of random samples of allopathic,
ay urv edic and hom eopathic
medicines by  the respectiv e Drug
Inspectors of the Drugs Control Cell
to check the quality  of medicines
issued to residents of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, officials said on
Tuesday. A total of 20 samples w ere
collected and sealed concealing the
name of the manufacturing company
and hav e been sent to the designated
laboratories in different parts of the
country. The Chief Secretary, A & N
Administration, Mr Jitendra Narain
had ear l ier  rev iew ed the
procurements and Quality  Control
mechanism of allopathic, ay urv edic
and homeopathic medicines under
the health department. He had
directed the health authorities to send
the samples of medicines periodically
for quality  testing at gov ernment
approv ed undisclosed laboratories in
the mainland. This is to ensure that
the islanders are prov ided quality
medic ines. Qual ity  medicine is
important and therefore, nobody  w ill
play  w ith the liv es of the island
people. The al lopathic s amples
consisted of various categories v iz.
tablets, sy rups and injections; and
Ayurv edic samples included Tailam,

Measures to ensure quality of
medicines, Drug Inspectors

collect random samples
Kashay am, Arishtam, Vati Churna
etc., w hile Homoeopathic samples
contained biochemics, dilutions etc.
“This mechanism of periodical quality
check s of medic ines under the
Directorate of Health Serv ices w ill
continue and samples w ill be lifted
regularly  and periodically. The UT
Administration is committed to prov ide
Quality  Health Care to the public
and also to ensure av ailability of good
quality  medicines of all sy stems
across the Islands as per the norms
of Gov t. o f Ind ia,”  offic ials in
Andaman Health Department said.
In Andaman and Nicobar Islands due
to absence of major private hospitals,
government hospitals serv e nearly
90 to 95 percent of the population,
w here medicines are giv en free to
the patients. Often questions are
raised by  indiv iduals and groups on
the quality  of medicines but now  w ith
a clear cut direction from the Islands’
Chief Secretary, the situation w ill
surely improv e in A & N Islands, it
is believ ed. As per official records,
Andaman Health Department runs
122 Sub Centres, 22 Primary  Health
Centers, 04 Community  Health
Centers, 05 Urban Health Centers,
02 District Hospitals. Other than this
there is one referral hospital and one
Ay ush Hospital in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

INS Ranvijay, INS Satpura
participate in Multilateral

Maritime Ex Malabar
Phase II in Bay of Bengal

IGNOU TEE June 2021
result declared, check here

NEW DELHI: Indira Gandhi National Open Univ ersity  has declared the
result of Term End June 2021 on its official w ebsite. Candidates w ho hav e
appeared for the ex am can v isit the official w ebsite of IGNOU — ignou.ac.in
— to check and dow nload their results. The candidates can check their IGNOU
TEE results either from the official w ebsite or from the direct link prov ided
below . Direct link to dow nload IGNOU TEE result 2021.

IN S R anv ijay  (D55)  and INS
Satpura (F48) are participating in
Multi latera l M aritime Ex  Malabar
Phase II in Bay  of Bengal . T he
Ex ercise has the participation of nine
ships including US Ai rcraft c arrier
U SS C ar l  V ins on (CVN  70) ,
Japanese Helic opter  Carrier JS
Kaga (DDH 184) ,  U SS Lak e

C ham pla in ( C G 57) ,  U SS
Stoc k dale (DDG 106) ,  HM AS
Sir ius (O266) , HMAS Ballarat FFH
155) and J S M aras ame (DD 101).
The Second Phase of the ex ercise
is focusing on adv anced surface and
anti-s ubmarine w arfare ex ercises,
seamanship ev olution and w eapon
firings.
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India Post Office Recruitment 2021,
Apply for 266 GDS Vacancies @

indiapost.gov.in
India Post Office Rec ruitment 2021 | GDS Vacancy  | Total Vacancies 266 | Las t Date:

29.10.2021 | India Postal Circle Recruitment Apply  online @ w w w .indiapost.gov.in
India Post Office Recruitment 2021: Applic ations are inv ited v ia online mode by  the

respective recruiting authorities from eligible candidates for the selection and engagement to the
follow ing posts of Gramin Dak Sev aks. India Post is going to fill up 266 v acancies in Jammu
& Kashmir. It has recently  published the recruitment notification for 266 v acancies and these
v acancies are assigned for GDS Vac ancy. India Post Offic e inv ites online application from
10th passed candidates to fill up India Postal Vacancy  2021. Applicants who are looking for 10th
Std Jobs in central gov t can make the India Post online registration from 30.09.2021 to
29.10.2021. India Postal Circle recruitment notification pdf & apply  online link is av ailable @
w ww .indiapost.gov.in.

Candidates can submit India Post Recruitment Application from 30.09.2021. Applicants
should pass 10th Std and age limit should be 18 to 40 y ears. Contenders hav e to pay  required fee
and make the pay ment v ia either online or offline. India Post Office w ill recruit the aspirants on
Academic Background/ Interv iew / Written Test/ Merit. Shortlisted candidates w ill be appointed in
Jammu & Kashmir. Incomplete application & application after the due date w ill be rejected. More
details of Post Office Jobs in Jammu & Kashmir, upcoming JK Postal jobs notices, merit list,
selection list, admit card, result, upcoming India Post notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on
official website.

India Postal Circle Department
India Pos t is a gov ernment of India agency,  ex ecuting postal  serv ices in India. It has

been functioning since 1854. Headquarter is located in Sansad Marg, New  Delhi until now .
They prov ide serv ices such as letter post, parcel serv ices, EMS, deliv ery, freight forw arding,
third-party  logistics and also deposit account. Presently, there are 22 postal circles in India and
it has more than 4 lakhs employ ees are w orking in this department. Postal Circles are J&K
Postal Ci rcle, Punjab Posta l Circle, Uttarakhand Postal Circle,  West Bengal Posta l Circle,
North Eastern Postal Circle  and Kerala Postal Circle.

Here y ou w ill get details of Branch Postm aster (BPM), Assistant Branch Postmaster
(ABPM) and Dak Sev ak posts like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee
and how  to apply. Keep check Daily  Recruitment regularly  to get latest gov ernment ex ams.

ESIC Recruitment 2021, Walk-in for
Tutor Vacancies @ esic.nic.in

ESIC Recruitment 2021 | Tutor | 21 Vacancies | Walk-In Interv iew  Date: 21.10.2021 to
22.10.2021 | ESIC Job Notification @ esic.nic.in

ESIC Recruitment 2021: Employ ee State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) inv ites application
for the post of Tutor posts. As per ESIC recruitment 2021 notification, totally  21 v acancies are
announced as v acant. Candidates w ho are searching for Central Gov ernment jobs can use
this opportunity to join in ESIC jobs. They  w ill conduct the w ritten test & w alk-in interv iew  to
fill up these adv ertised v acancies. Candidates should read the notification to check the terms &
conditions. Walk-in interv iew w ill be conducted on 21.10.2021 to 22.10.2021. ESIC recruitment
2021 notification & application form are activ e @ w ww .esic.nic.in.

ESIC is going to hire candidates on contract basis. Applicants should hold BDS degree
from recognized univ ersity. ESIC recruitment 2021 notification has been released on 29.09.2021.
Tenure is 1 y ear. Candidates  are instructed to fill the application form carefully. Incomplete
application w ill be rejected. Aspirants must pay  a fee through prescribed mode. No TA/ DA w ill
be paid to attend the interview  or joining. Candidates may  appear for more than one post. More
details of ESIC recruitment like selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

ESIC R ecruitment 2021 | Senior Resident,  Assistant Professor & Other Posts | 82
Vacancies | Last Date: 26.09.2021 | ESIC Alw ar Recruitment Notification @ w w w .esic.nic.in

ESIC R ecruitment 2021: Employ ees State Insurance C orporation has initiated the
recruitment process for the follow ing post such as Professor, Assistant Professor, Associate
Professor & Senior Resident. As per ESIC recruitment 2021 notification (Adv ertisement No.
09/2021), there are 82 v acancies w ill be filled on contract basis. Applicants who w illing to work
under Central Gov ernment may  use this chance to join in ESIC v acancy  2021. Candidates
need to submit the filled form v ia emai l (dean-alw ar.rj@esic. in) on or before 26.09.2021.
Interview  w ill be conducted on 28.09.2021.

Applicants w ho had completed MBBS/ PG Degree/ PG Diploma are eligible to apply  for
this ESIC Alw ar recruitment 2021. Candidates should submit the filled application form along
w ith follow ing supporting documents lik e age proof, educational qualific ation, ex perience
certificates, etc . ESIC recru itment 2021 notification & applic ation form are av ailable from
21.09.2021 @ w w w .esic.nic.in. Applicants must hav e registered their qualification in MCI/
State Medical Council. More details of ESIC Hospital recruitment, selection list, results, merit
list & upcoming ESIC notification w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

CCEA approves
fixation of nutrient

based subsidy
rates for

Phosphatic &
Potassic fertilizers

for year 2022
File PicCabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs (CCEA) has approv ed the proposal of
the Department of Fertilizers for fix ation of Nutrient

Based Subs idy  Rates for Phos phatic  and
Potassic fertilisers (P&K) for the y ear 2021-22.
The approv ed rate for Nutrient Based Subsidy
(NBS) in case of Nitrogen has been fix ed at
18.789 rupees per kilogram, for Phosphorus it is
45.323 rupees per Kg, for Potash 10.116 rupees
per Kg and 2.374 rupees per Kilogram for
Sulphur.

The total amount of rollov er w il l be 28
thousand 602 crore rupees and a special one-
time package of additional subsidy  on Di-
Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) at a tentativ e cost
of 5 thousand 716 crore rupees has also been
prov ided. The net subsidy  required for the rabi
season for 2021-22 w ill be 28 thousand 655
crore rupees after deducting sav ings. The CCEA
also approv ed the inclusion of Potash deriv ed
from Molasses under the Nutrient Based Subsidy
Scheme.  The decision w ill enable smooth
av ailability  of all P and K fertilizers to the farmers
during Rabi Season 2021-22 at the subsidized
prices of fertilizers. It w ill support the agricultural
sector by continuing the present subsidy  levels
and giving special packages of additional subsidy
for DAP and three m ostly  consum ed NPK
grades.

It w ill giv e 438 rupees per bag benefit on
Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) and 100 rupees
per bag benefit on NPK grades so as to maintain
prices of these fertilizers affordable to the farmers.
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OPEN SECRET

US: WILL MINTING A $1 TRILLION PLATINUM
COIN HELP FIX THE DEBT CRISIS?

Members of the US Congress pushed
through a short-term increase to the nation's
debt limit on Tuesday, ensuring that the US
would not default on its bonds and averting a
historic financial crisis. Last week, the Senate
passed a $480 billion increase in the country's
borrowing ceiling on a party-line vote. The
president can now sign the bill into law
bec ause it has received congressional
approval.

Treasury  Sec retary Janet Yellen
recently told the U S Congress t hat the
Treasury Department will most likely use all

of its exceptional measures to avoid a default
by October 18. By mid-October, Yellen warned
Congres s, t he Treas ury will  be out of
manoeuvring room.

 Senate Majori t y Leader Chuc k
Schumer had said on Thursday t hat an
agreem ent has  been reac hed w i t h
Republicans to extend the government's
borrow ing aut hor it y  in to Dec em ber.
Republican leader Mitch McConnell had earlier
stated that he wanted the Democrats to take
the politically uncomfortable debt ceiling vote

on their own. “Republicans are not rooting for
a debt limit breach,” he said.

 In their agreement, Republic an and
Democratic leaders  edged back from a
perilous standof f over lift ing the nation's
borrowing cap, with Democratic s enators
accepting an offer from McConnell.

Some Democrats hav e suggested
issuing a $1 trillion platinum coin to bypass
the debt ceiling if Republicans refuse to raise
it.

The $1 trillion plat inum coin is  a one-
trillion-dollar token c oin that can be issued

by the US Treasury and deposited at the
Federal Reserve Bank of the United States.
It  w ill  benefi t the U S. When the US
government needs money, it usually issues
Treasury bonds to investors. The Fed then
purchas es these bonds on the secondary
market,  where they are actively traded.
However, the issuing of these bonds adds to
the government's overall debt. This, in turn,
might lead to a debt ceiling breach unless the
Treasury also retires bonds of similar value
by repaying investors.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yel len on
Tuesday dismissed the idea of using a legal
to mint a $1 trillion coin, despite the popularity
of the concept on social media. She warned
that the US could plunge into a recession if
lawmakers fail to raise or suspend the debt
ceiling in the coming two weeks.

 The idea, however, garnered backing
from a few notable economists, including
Nobel Priz e winner Paul Krugm an, Forbes
reported.

 According to Yellen, minting the coin
would c ompromise the Federal Reserve,
which is charged with overseeing monetary
policy. Yellen called i t a ‘gimmick.’ Several
Democratic Reps. Including Jerry Nadler and
Rashida Tlaib jumped on the #MintTheCoin
trend on Twitter.

 Though minting a t rillion-dollar coin
appears to be out of the question, f or the
tim e being, lawmak ers do have a few
alternatives for raising or suspending the debt
ceiling before the deadline. In 2011, during a
similar debt crisis, a few experts discovered
a legal provision permitting the Treasury to
manufacture a platinum coin without a
maximum limit, which sparked the notion of
minting a trillion-dollar coin.

Other detractors of the idea, argue that
circumventing the debt ceiling through such
means will result in a loss of fiscal discipline.
Modern monetary theory (MMT) has been a
source of c oncern f or American fisc al
conservatives during the debt ceiling debate.
MMT proponents argue that government debt
is unimportant because it can be simply paid
off wit h new dollars issued by the Federal
Reserve. Supporters of the platinum coin
idea, f eel that when the Fed credits the
Treasury with $1 trillion in new money, it will
sell U S dollars at the same time. This will
drain $1 trillion from the economy and keep
inflation at bay.

Cabinet approves affiliation of 100 Schools in Govt.
& private sector with Sainik School Society

Cabinet has approv ed the
affiliation of one hundred Schools in
government and private sector with
Sainik School Society. The Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approv ed the proposal for
launching of affiliated Sainik Schools
under Sainik Sc hools Society,
Ministry  of Defence. These Schools
function as an ex clusiv e v ertical
w hich w ill be distinct and different
from ex isting Sainik Schools. In the
first phase, 100 affiliate partners are
proposed to be draw n from States,
NGOs and Private partners.

Marching ahead in tune w ith
National Educ ation Polic y, the
gov ernment has decided to provide
increasing focus  on v alue based
education enabl ing ch ildren to
dev elop pride in rich culture and
heritage of this nation, effectiv e
leadership w ith character, discipline,
sense of national duty  and patriotism.
Beginning from the academic y ear
2022-23 approx im ately  fiv e
thousand students are ex pected to

receiv e admission in clas s six  in
suc h 100 affi liated Schools.  At
present the ex isting 33 Sain ik
Schools hav e admission capacity
of approx imately  three thousand
students in class six . Union Cabinet
also approv ed the Atal Mission for
R ejuv enation and Urban
Transformation 2.0 (AMRUT 2.0)
til l 2025-26.  The Cabinet sa id,
prov id ing reliable and affordable
w ater s upply  and s ani ta tion
serv ices to urban households is a
national priority.  The decision is a
step tow ards AatmaNirbhar Bharat
and w i th aim of m aking the cities
w ater secure and self-sustainable
through circular economy  of w ater.
This w ill be achiev ed by prov iding
functional tap connections to all
households, under taking w ater
source conserv ation, rejuv enation
of w ater bodies and wells, recy cle
and re-use of treated used w ater
and rainw ater harv esting. AMRUT
Mission w as launched in June 2015
to facilitate ease of liv ing to citizens

in 500 cities  by  prov iding tap
c onnec tions  and sew er
connections. So far, more than one
crore ten lakh household tap
connections and 85 lak h sew er
connections have been prov ided.

Taking forward the remarkable
strides made under  AMR UT,
AM RUT  2. 0 targets univ ers al
cov erage of w ater s upply  by
prov id ing hous ehold tap
connections in all four thousand 378
statutory  tow ns. The mission targets
to prov ide tw o c rore 68 lakh tap
connections and tw o crore 64 lakh
sew er and septage connections to
achiev e the intended outcomes. The
total ind icativ e outlay  for AMRUT
2.0 is tw o lakh 77 thousand crore
rupees including central share of 76
thousand 760 crore rupees for fiv e
y ears from 2021-22 to 2025-26.

Union Cabinet also approv ed
the continuation of Sw achh Bharat
Mission (Urban) till 2025-26 w ith
focus on sustainability  of Open
Defecation Free outcomes.  A

financial outlay  of one lakh 41
thousand 600 crore rupees has been
finalized for Sw achh Bharat Mission
(Urban) 2.0. This  include c entral
share of 36 thousand 465 crore
rupees  for the period 2021-22 to
2025-26 w hich is  ov er 2.5 times
the financial outlay  of around 62
thousand crore rupees in the last
phase of the Mission.

Ov er the nex t fiv e y ears, the
focus of the mis sion w ill be on
sustaining the sanitation and solid
w aste management outcom es
achiev ed. This w ill accelerate the
momentum generated, to achiev e a
Garbage Free Urban India. The
Miss ion w il l focus on ensuring
complete ac cess  to sanitation
facilities to serv e additional population
migrating from rural to urban areas in
search of employ ment and better
opportunities over the nex t five y ears.
This w ill  be done through the
construction of ov er three lakh 50
thousand indiv idual, community  and
public toilets.

Team India's new jersey best way to celebrate fans'
excitement for T20 World Cup, says Ganguly

NEW DELHI: The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) president Sourav
Ganguly  on Wednesday said the best w ay  to
celebrate fans' excitement and energy is through
the jersey  for the Indian men's team launched
ahead of the T20 World Cup.

BCCI along w ith MPL Sports, the official
kit sponsor of the Indian Men's, Women's, and
Under-19 Cricket Team unv ei led the official
jersey  of the Indian team  for 2021 on
Wednesday.

The cheers of the billion-plus fans of the
team at home and abroad hav e prov ided
inspiration for the jersey  that the play ers w ill
don at the upcoming T20 World Cup.

This is the first time in the history  of Indian
cricket that fans hav e been memorialised on a
jersey. It carries their chants and cheers from
iconic past matches, transformed into unique
soundw ave patterns. As much as the shirt, aptly
called the "Billion Cheers Jersey," honours their
unw av ering support, it also serves as a beacon
of inspiration and encouragement for Team India

to giv e their best on the field. The jersey  comes
in shades of Prussian blue and roy al blue offering
a bold and distinct look befitting champions.

Sourav  Ganguly, President of the Board
of Control for Cr icket in India (BCCI),  said,
"The Indian cricket team enjoy s support not just
in Ind ia but around the w orld, and there's no
better  w ay  to celebrate the ir ex citement and
energy  than through this jersey. This w ill
undoubtedly  prov ide the team w ith the much-
needed enthusiastic support in their quest to

emerge as the T20 champions of the world. We
are also p leased to see that MPL Sports
continues to deliver merchandise that is w idely
affordable and accessible."

Jay  Shah, Secretary  of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), stated, "We
are ex cited to unv eil the official jersey  today
and make it av ailable for supporters ahead of
the T20 games in partnership w ith MPL Sports.
The story  behind the jersey  is the story  of ev ery
Indian cricket fan. We are sure that w earing this
w ill be a matter of great pride for both the team
and supporters alike." Virat Kohli, Captain of
the Indian National Cricket Team, said the design
of the jersey  is quite  str iking. "We hav e
immense respect for our fans and this makes
the official jersey  ev en more special. The design
is quite str iking and distinct from  the ones w e
hav e sported in the past w hile also deliv ering
on com fort and performance to enable us to
giv e our best. All  of us are thrilled to don the
new  colours, show  our game and m ake our
billion-plus fans proud," he said.

India to take on Maldives in must-
win game at SAFF
Championship

India will play against the hosts
Maldives in the final round -robin
fixture in yet another must-win game
o f th e  S o uth  Asian  Fo o tb a ll
Federation (SAFF) Championship
at the National Football Stadium in
Male tonight. The match will begin
at 9.30 P.M. (IST). The match is the
knock-out, a virtual semi-final as
the seven-time champions fight for
a  p la ce in th e  fin a l o f th e
championship. India needed to beat
Nepal to keep themselves alive in
the SAFF Championship. They did
it, by  a slender 1-0 margin , with
Sunil Chhetri pop ping up with the
winn er. For Ind ia, a win will take

them to the final.  A draw or defeat
would mean the worst showing at
the regional tournament since 2003.
For ho sts Maldives, a draw would
be eno ugh to take them into the
summit clash. It is yet unclear who
will b e the other team to ma ke the
final with Nepal playing Bangladesh
in a n earlier match. Led  by Ali
Ashfaq , Maldives have reco vered
after losing their opening  match
against Nepal. They posted 2-0 win
o ver Ba ng la desh an d 1-0 win
against Sri Lanka. For India, Sunil
Chettri has scored both of India’s
g o a ls a t  th is yea r’s S AFF
Championship.


