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Po rt  Bl ai r, Dec 10:  M r.
Kul deep  Rai  Sharma in h is
cap aci ty as a M em b er  o f
Parliam ent has intro duced a
Private Member’s Bill titled The
Compulsory Sports & Physical
Educati on and Infrastructure
Develo pment i n scho ols of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands Bill,
2019 in  the Lok Sabha on 3rd
Decem ber 2021. The in tent
behind presenting the bill is to
mandate free and compulsory
sports education from primary
to senio r secondary level and
provide requisite infrastructure
in schools.

The yo ung population &
sch o ol  g oi n g chi l d ren  o f
Andaman  & Nicobar I slands
have tr emendous poten tial to
become athletes in the future &
bring laurels for the country in

national & international events.
Th e in cl usio n of  spo rts &
physical education in schools
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
wi ll be a r igh t step  in  th is
d ir ecti o n  an d  l ay a sol i d
fo u nd ati o n  fo r  cr eat i n g
awareness about the importance
of spor ts amongst the school
g o i ng  stu d en ts.  Sever al
co untries across the wor ld
recogni ze the importance of
blendin g sports and p hysical
ed ucatio n i n th e educati on
process. We need to encourage
ou r chil dren to bui ld their
ch ar acter i n  a sp i r i t o f
competition, through sports and
health y physical  activities, as
part of the learning process.

The provision s of the bill
wi ll  be ap pl icabl e to every
school in Andaman & Nicobar

Islands and will be a revolutionar y step in creating a
healthy and active lifestyle for children by promoting
them to access sports facilities in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The Bill is also a right direction in providing
hol isti c develo pmen t of  a child  and  giving him
opportunities to excel through sports.

MP introduces Private Member’s Bill in Lok Sabha

Bill to mandate compulsory
sports, physical education and

infrastructure in schools of isles
Doordarshan

telecast
Po rt Blair, Dec

10 : Doordarshan Kendra, Port
Blair will telecast DOCTORS

SPEAK Live Pho ne in
pro gram me on the Topic –

”Nutrition and  related disease”
on  13/12/2021,  Monday    from

17 00 hrs to 1800  hrs.In this
pro gram me Dr. Am rita Burm a ,

senio r resid ent, dept of
co mmunity  medicine will b e the

exp ert. Viewers ca n particip ate
in this LIVE Pho ne- in

programme on by dia lling
244745 / 9476046367

:: Muralidharan Pillai ::
May abunder, Dec 10: Sev a

Bharathi along w ith general public
and other organization paid tribute
to the chief of Defense staff  General
Bipin Rawat,  his w ife and 11 others
lost in an Indian Air Force Helicopter

The President of ANTCC Shri. Rangalal Halder  and Chairman Campaign Committee Shri. G. Bhasker
 along with the members of travel and tourism met the Deputy Commissioner South Andaman Shri. Sunil

Anchipaka ji and discussed  about the issues being faced by the tourism industries. The Deputy
Commissioner gave a patient hearing and took many decision on the spot.

24x7 free emergency Ambulance service launched for the benefit of villagers of Gram Panchayat,
Bakultala and Urmilapur in Middle Andaman. The ambulance, donated by Mr Narayan Mondal, social

worker of Bakultala, was flagged off on Thursday by the Assistant Commissioner of Rangat and doctors
of Community Health Centre, Rangat.

Seva Bharathi pays tribute
Chief of Defense Staff

cras h   on  8th  Dec ember  2021,
Wednesday. Ev ening around 06:00
pm, the homage w as paid w ith the
candle light v igil  from Helipad to
May abunder Bazaar. Near about
300 gathering paid floral tribute to
the portrait of General Raw at and

also observ ed tw o minutes of
si lence. Genera l B ipin Raw at
dedicated his life  to patriotic duty
and led the ex ample from being
aw arded the sw ord of honour at the
IMA to being appointed the first CPS

Port Blair,  Dec 10: Work ing
w i th a motto “N o One s leeps
w i thout a meal”   team PBGKR
w hen approached by  Shr i Sadab
Riaz,Social  Worker w ho brie fed
about the difficulties fac ed by  the

Single Mothers provided ration kits by PBGKR

single m others of Round Bas ti
area. Responding to w hich Team
led b y  Shr i  Gu rm eet
S in g h , S e c re t a ry , P BG K R
reached the spot and the ration
k i ts  w ere d is tr ibuted in  the

pres enc e of  Shr i  Har i
Kall ik at,ADM ,SA to 30 sing le
mothers of the area at Round Basti.
Shr i  M andeep
Gr ew al , Pre s i den t, P BG KR

Port B la i r,  Dec  10:  The
Sw achhta Ambassador of these
islands, Shri Naresh Chander Lal
v isited Gov t. Secondary  School
Delanipur and Middle School
Dignabad.  The Sw achhta
Ambas sador interacted w ith the
teachers and students and urged
them to maintain Cleanliness at their
School Premises as w ell as to their
respectiv e  localities.

CIARI training on value-
added poultry products

Port Blair, Dec 10: A three
days hands on training programme
on Entrepreneurship development
of Tribal farming community  through

v alue added poultry  products w as
organized at Div ision of Animal
Sc ienc e,  IC AR -CIAR I.  T he

Port Blair, Dec 10: A delegation
from C onfederation of Ind ian
Indus tr ies     (CII)   along  w i th
Andaman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry  had a meeting today
(10-12-2021) in the afternoon at Sea-
Shell Hotel w ith Shri Shantanu
Thakur, Union Minister of State for
Ports , Shipping and Waterw ay s,
and disc us sed on iss ues  of
dev elopment of shipping in  the
islands namely, Port infrastructure;

CII State members meet Union Minister

Av ailabi lity  of Dry -dock ; Rev iew
of Por t Charges;  C ov id-19
pandemic relief; Ex tension of NCV
area; Permission for foreign flag
v essels;  VAT on HSD / Bunker;
GST on pas s enger  fer ries ;
Declaration of Customs ports and
priority  berthing at Kolkata and
Chennai ports for Andaman bound
cargo v ess els.   The Hon’ble
Minister gav e a patient hearing and
assured the delegation that all issues

highlighted w il l be address ed
sooner  than later and he also
inform ed that our Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri  Narendra Modi has
got a s pecia l c oncern for  the
dev elopment of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and that lot of funds hav e
been put into for dev elopment
projects like Transshipment Port and
he w ants to make our islands like a
diam ond and c om parable to
Singapore.

Swachhta Ambassador
visits schools at

Delanipur, Dugnabad

He also emphasized to follow
Corona Protocol s eriously  for not
spreading of Corona v irus in the
islands  in near future. As ta lking
about “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav a
“  Shri Lal requested all  to v isit our
Cellular Jail once in a life time to
pay homage to our freedom fighters
w ho w ere Sentenc ed in these the
than Kalapani Cellular  Jail and
sacrificed their liv es to get freedom.

Over 131.18 crore doses of
COVID vaccine

administered in the country
Ov er 131 crore 18 lakh doses

of COVID v accine hav e been
administered in the country so far under
the Nationw ide Vaccination Driv e.
Union Health Ministry  said, more than
74 lakh 57 thousand v accine doses
were administered in the last 24 hours.
The Ministry  said, sev en thousand
678 COVID patients recov ered
during the last 24 hours and the national
recovery  rate stands at 98.36 percent.
Till now , more than three crore 41
lakh people hav e recov ered from

COVID-19. The country  reported eight
thousand 503 new  Cov id cases in
the last 24 hours. Currently, India's
ac tiv e cas eload is  around 94
thousand. Presently  the activ e cases
constitute 0.27 percent of the country's
total Positive Cases, w hich is the
low est since March last y ear. The
Ministry  said, the testing capacity
across the country  continues to be
expanded and more than 65 crore 32
lakh COVID-19 tests hav e been
conducted so far.

:: Gurudas Biswas ::
Bi ll iground, Dec 10:  T he

Billiground Bazar Committee and
all shopkeepers paid floral tributes
to the Chief o f Defence Staff,

Tributes paid to CDS Bipin
Rawat at Billiground

sacrifice of the personnel in service
to the nation and reiterated that their
outstanding serv ice w ill alw ay s be
remembered.

General Bipin Raw at and 12 others
k il led in  an Ind ian Ai r Forc e
helicopter crash in Tamil Nadu. They
gathered at the Zi lla Parisad
Vegetable Market Billiground during
w hich al l shops remained closed
for an hour from 4 pm to 5 pm. A tw o
minute silence w as also observ ed
for the brav e hearts of the country.
The gathering rem embered the

Om Sree Baladharma Sastha Seva Sangam,
Arulmighu Sri Muthumariamman Temple, Buniyadabad
13th year Thiruvilakku Puja & Annadhanam and Ayyappa
Pooja was held. Chief guest K Ganeshan, Ex Chairperson
(PBMC) Mrs Laxmi Ganeshan . Thalampuzhi celebration
10.12.2021 Friday will be start from 3.30pm at Haddo Selva
Vinayag ar Temple, Via Delanipur  and Swamy A yyappa
Temple Arriving at Buniyadabad Temple. Thiruvilakku puja
held on 10.12.2021 at 5.30pm
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EDITORIAL
Flyover collapse

A huge chunk of the flyover under construction near
Sewa Nagar for the Asian Games in Delhi crashed, injuring
at least 17 labourers. Four have been admitted to the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences. The rest were given
first-aid and discharged. This is the second incident in
an Asian Games project site in two days. A labourer was
killed on December 7 when a mound of earth fell on him.
The workers were too dazed to give a coherent account
of what happened to them. The fire brigade and other
rescue officials took t ime to reach the spot. In the
meantime, the residents pulled the injured workers from
the debris.

Desai Shekhar rift
Sharp dif ferences between Morarji Desai and

Chandra Shekhar over Opposition unity may force a
confrontat ion at the Janata Party’s national council
meeting. Chandra Shekar is determined to move a
resolution at the  meeting on Opposition unity. Desai has
been a strong opponent of the merger of the Janata Party’s
erstwhile components. Chandra Shekar has threatened
to quit as president if the unity resolution is not endorsed.

Indo-China talks
The stage is set for a resumed dialogue between

China and India on tackling the full range of bilateral
issues, including the boundary question. China has
expressed that the talks between the Indian side led by
foreign secretary Eric Gonsalves and the Chinese Vice-
foreign minister Han Nianlong will proceed smoothly.

England crawl
England squandered two advantages — batting first

after winning the toss and a handsome start by Graham
Gooch and Geofrey Boycott — in the Bangalore test. At
close of play, the English team had crawled to 181 for four
wickets.
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BETI BACHAO, BETI PADHAO | 80% OF FUNDS SPENT ON
MEDIA CAMPAIGNS, SAYS PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

The Parliamentary Committee on
Empowerment of Women says, “Now ,
it is time to focus on other v erticals to
help achiev e measurable outcomes
related to education and health.”

T he gov ernment s pent a
w hopping 80% of funds under its
flagship Beti Bac hao, Beti Padhao
(BBBP) scheme on media campaigns
and must now  rev isit this strategy  and
inv est in measurable outcomes in
health and education for girls,  noted
the Parl iam entary  C omm ittee on
Empow erment of Women in its report
tabled in Lok Sabha.

“The Committee finds that out of
a total of ?446.72 crore released during
the period 2016- 2019, a w hopping
78.91% w as spent only  on media
adv ocacy,”  said the report. It adds,
“ov er the last six  y ears, through
focussed adv ocacy  BBBP has been
able to capture the attention of political
leadership and national consciousness
tow ards v aluing the girl child. Now , it
is time to focus on other v erticals by
making ample financial prov isions to
help achiev e measurable outcomes
related to education and health
env isaged under the scheme.”

The Com mittee is chaired by
Heena Vijay kumar Gav it and the report
is titled ‘Empow erm ent of Women
through education w ith special reference

to Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’. It w as
tabled in Lok Sabha on Thursday. The
Beti Bachao scheme w as launched
by  Prime Minister  Narendra M odi in
January  2015 w ith the aim to address

sex  selectiv e abortion and the declining
child sex  ratio w hich w as at 918 girls
for ev ery  1,000 boy s in 2011. The
programme is being implem ented
across 405 districts in the country.

The total utilisation under  the
scheme w as also poor – the Committee
found that since the inception of BBBP
in 2014-15 ti ll 2019-20,  the total
Budgetary allocation under the scheme

w as ?848 crore, ex cluding the COVID-
stricken financial y ear of 2020-21. During
this period, an amount of ?622.48 crore
w as re leased to the States but only
25.13% of the funds, i.e. ?156.46 crore,
hav e been spent by  the States and
Union Territories.  Acc ording to the
implementation guidelines of the scheme
on the website of the Ministry  of Women
and Child Dev elopment, there are tw o
key  c omponents of BBBP. These
include advocacy  and media campaign
– radio spots or jingles in Hindi and
regional languages, telev ision publicity,
outdoor and print media, com munity
engagement through mobile ex hibition
v ans, SMS campaigns, brochures, etc-
and multi-sec tora l in terv ention in
selected gender critical distric ts that
perform poorly  w ith respect to child sex
ratio.  The Committee noted that the
massive spend on adv ertisements was
despite the clearly  laid down formula for
utilisation of funds – ?50 lakh per y ear is
earmark ed for a district for util isation
under six  different components. Of this,
16% of funds are for inter-sectoral
consultation or capacity  building, 50%
for innov ation or aw areness generation
ac tiv i ties , 6% for moni toring and
ev aluation,  10% for s ec tora l
interv entions in health, 10% for sectoral
interv entions in education and 8% as
flex i funds.

'It's ok to be mediocre': Group Cpt. Varun
Singh in letter to students of his school

Group Captain Singh w as
conferred w ith the Shaury a Chakra
for d is p lay ing ex em plary
composure and skill w hen his Tejas
aircraft dev eloped the technical snag
during a sortie last y ear

"It's  ok to be mediocre," this
is w hat Group Captain Varun Singh,
the lone surviv or of the IAF chopper
crash, had conveyed to the students
of his school in a letter to its principal
in September.

He w as conferred w i th the
Shaury a Chak ra in August for
averting a possible mid-air accident
after his Tejas light combat aircraft
suffered a major technical glitch last
year.

"It is ok to be medioc re. Not
ev ery one w ill ex cel at school and
not ev eryone w ill be able to score
in the 90s. If y ou do, it's an amazing
ac hiev em ent and m ust be
applauded," Group Captain Singh
w rote in the letter to the principal of
the Arm y  Publ ic Sc hool  in
Chandimandir in Hary ana.

"How ev er, if y ou don't, do not
think that y ou are meant to be
mediocre. You may  be mediocre in
school but it is by  no means a
measure of things to come in life,"
he said.

"Find y our calling, it could be
art, music, graphic design. literature
etc. Whatev er you w ork tow ards,

be dedicated, do y our best. Nev er
go to bed thinking I could hav e put
in more effort," he added.

The air  w arrior said he w as
an av erage student and barely
scored first div ision in 12th standard,
but had a passion for airplanes and
av iation. I "I w rite to y ou filled w ith
a sens e of pride and humili ty. On
August 15 this y ear, I hav e been
aw arded Shaury a Chakra by  the
President of India in recognition of
an act of gallantry  on Oc tober 12,
2020," he said.

"I credit this prestigious award
to all those I hav e been associated
w ith ov er the y ears in school, NDA
and thereafter the Air Force, as I

firmly  believ e that my  actions that
day  w ere a result of the grooming
and mentoring by  my  teachers.
ins tructors and peers ov er the
y ears," Group Captain Singh w rote
in the letter dated September 18.

The Group Captain s aid he
w as not try ing to blow  his ow n
trumpet or w riting w ith a desire to
seek a pat on the back, and that he
w anted to let the children know  a
few  of his life's  ex periences that
may  help them in future.

"I w as a v ery average student
w ho barely  scored first div ision in
12 class. Ev en though I w as made
the Discipline Prefect in 12th I w as
equally av erage ev en in sports and

other co-curricular  activ ities. But I
had a passion for airplanes and
av iation," he wrote.

Group Captain Singh w as
conferred w ith the Shaury a Chakra
for d is p lay ing ex em plary
composure and skill w hen his Tejas
aircraft dev eloped the technical snag
during a sortie last y ear.

"Despite  being in  ex treme
phy s ical and mental stress in an
ex treme l ife-threatening s ituation,
he m ainta ined ex em plary
com posure and recov ered the
ai rc raft,  thereby  ex hib i ting
ex ceptional fly ing skill," the aw ard
citation said.

Group Captain Singh w as on

board the Russian-made chopper
as the liaison offic er for the v isit of
CDS Gen. Bipin Raw at to the
Defence Serv ices Staff College in
Wellington.

CIARI training .. from... Page 01
program me w as  organiz ed in
commemoration of Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav - India@75 from 6-8th
December, 2021 under the guidance
of Dr E.B. Chakurkar, Director,
ICAR-C IARI, Port Blair. A to tal of
16 Nicobari y outh including 12 girls
from Dolly gunj and Vikas Nagar
participated in this programme. Dr
E.B. Chakurkar, Director motiv ated
the participants to learn all the skills
to prepare v alue added products to
establ ish their ow n business. He
informed that ICAR-CIARI is ready
to support them in all possible w ay s
to ini tiate produc t preparation in a
team mode. He assured them for
the tec hnic al  gu idanc e from
Scientists of CIARI. Dr. Jai Sunder,
Pr. Sc ientist & I/c HoD (Animal
Scienc e Div ision) stressed on to
hav e establish market linkage w ith
restaurants and to form a group to

set up the micro entrepreneurship
on product preparation that will be a
successful employ ment av enue for
the y oung generation. During the
three day s programme, participants
w ere giv en practic al hands on
training to prepare v alue added
products such as quail egg pickle,
quail meat tandoori, sausage from
chicken and duck meat,  nuggets,
chicken meat pick le under the
technical guidance by Dr.T.Sujatha,
Sr.Scientist. Subsequently  sensory
ev aluation of products prepared by
the trainees w as  conducted by  a
team  of Sc ientis ts , Dr . P.  A.
Bala,  Dr. A.K. De, Dr. P.Perum al
and Dr . R .R . Aly ethodi . T he
participants ex pressed that they  are
ready  to take up on commercial
scale and w ork on it and requested
for  m ore sk i l l  dev elopm ent
programmes.

Single Mothers provided.. from... Page 01
appealed to general  publ ic that
w henev er and if possible one must
ex tend a helping hand to the people

in need and One must not hesitate
to reach out to help any one w ho is
genuinely  in need of help.”

Seva Bharathi pays.. from... Page 01
of the country.  Raw at, 63, w as
India’s first chief of defense staff, an
officer set up in  2019 to improv e
coordination betw een the army  ,
nav y  and air force( tri -serv ice
chief).  During his career of nearly
43 y ears, he w as aw arded for
gallantry and distinguished service
w i th the Param  Vis hisht Sev a
Medal, U ttam Yudh Sev a medal,
Ati Vishisht Seva medal, YudhSev a

medal, Sena Medal, Vishisht Sev a
Medal, the COAS commendation
on tw o occasions and the Army
Commander’s Commendation. The
sad demise of General Raw at and
all  12 other pers onnel  is  an
“ irreparable loss ”  to our nation. 
General  Raw at ex emplary  and 
outstanding service to our nation w ill
alw ay s  be an ins piration for our
future generation.

Por t B la i r,  Dec  10:  The
v accination driv e is c ontinuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As  per
data av ailable, a total of 5, 69,759
benefi c iar ies  hav e been
v accinated so far  in A&N Islands,
out of the target benefic iaries of
2, 81,603 (approx .) . A tota l of
1,76,572 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears have been
v accinated till date. A total of 1175
people w ere v accinated in these

COVID-19 Vaccination
going smoothly in isles

i s lands  on T hurs day .  984
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman Distric t, out of
w hich 65 beneficiaries w ere in the
age group of 18-44 y ears .
Similarly, 171 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in  N orth & M iddle
Andaman District out o f w hich 8
benefic iaries w ere in the age
group of 18-44. 20 benefic iaries
w ere v ac c inated in  N ic obar
Dis tric t.

37% of trains in India being
hauled by diesel locomotives,

rest by electric engines

A daily  av erage of 13, 555
tra ins  are operating in  India
currently, and 37% of these are
being hauled by  d ies el
loc omotiv es,  Railw ay  M inis ter
Ashw ini Vaishnaw said on Friday.

T he rem aining 63% are
hauled by  electric engines,  he
stated in  a w r itten response to a

question in Rajy a Sabha.
As  per  annual statis tica l

statements  for the y ear 2019-20,
tota l  dies el  and e lectr ic i ty
consumed for running trains w ere
2, 370. 55 m i l lion l i tres  and
13, 854. 73 m i l l ion KWH
res pectiv ely,  w hic h w ork out to
6.49 million litres per day of diesel

and 37.96 million KWH per day  of
elec tricity, he m entioned. "On an
av erage,  13,555 trains/day  (both
freight and passenger) are running
ov er Indian Railw ay s, out of w hich
about 63 pc & 37 pc  of trains are
operated/hauled by  elec tric and
diesel locomotiv es, respectiv ely,"
he noted.

The Central Gov ernment has approv ed establishment
of 157 new medical colleges in three phases. Out of these,
70 medic al colleges hav e become func tional till date. In a
w ritten reply  in the Lok Sabha on Friday, Union Minister of
State for Health and Family  Welfare Dr Bharati Paw ar said,
the ministry  administers a Central Sponsored Scheme for
establis hment of new  Medical  Colleges attac hed w ith
ex isting distr ict and referral  hospitals  w ith  preference to
under serv ed areas and aspirational districts, w here there
is no ex is ting Gov ernment or  priv ate medical c ollege. He
said, this step w ill help to improv e the health care deliv ery
sy stem in these areas.

Govt approves establishment of
157 new medical colleges

25 Omicron cases detected in India
so far, symptoms mostly mild: Govt

The gov ernment, on Friday,
said 25 c ases of the Omic ron
v ariant of the coronavirus hav e been
detected in India so far and that
mostly  mild sy mptoms hav e been
observ ed in all the cases.

Clinical ly, Omicron is not
posing burden on the healthcare
sy stem y et, but the v igil has to be
maintained, according to the Indian
Council  of M edica l R esearch
(ICM R).

At a joint press briefing on the
pandemic, the gov ernment said 25
cases of the Omicron v ariant hav e
been reported in  India—10 in

Maharashtra, nine in Rajas than,
three in Gujarat, tw o in Karnataka,
and one in Delhi.

"Mainly mild symptoms hav e
been seen in the cases of Omicron
v ariant detected so far," health
ministry joint secretary  Lav Agarwal
said.

According to the gov ernment,
the WHO has  h ighl ighted that
compliance to public health and
social measures is declining globally
w ith the increas e in v accination
rates.

Another offic ial  sa id the
gov ernment has not receiv ed any

recommendation from the National
Technica l Adv isory  Group on
Im munisation (N TAGI) on the
pediatr ic v acc ination agains t
COVID-19 y et.

The gov ernment said 86.2 per
cent of the country 's adult population
receiv ed the firs t dose of COVID-
19 v accine, w hile 53.5 per cent has
been administered both doses.

It said the w eekly  pos itiv ity
rate in 19 districts w as betw een fiv e
and 10 per cent and it w as over 10
per cent in eight districts of three
states.

Ind ia 's  c oronav i rus ta lly
climbed to 3,46, 74,744 w ith the
addition of 8,503 infections in a day,
w hile the number of activ e cases
rose to 94,943, according to the
Union Health Ministry  data updated
on Friday.

The death tol l mounted to
4,74,735 w ith the addition of 624
new  fatalities, according to the data
updated at 8 am. The daily  rise in
new  c oronav irus  infections has
been recorded below  15,000 for the
last 43 day s now .

Nicaragua becomes latest country to ditch
Taiwan, re-establish ties with China

Taiw an' s ministry  of foreign
affa i rs  c onfirm ed on F r iday
m orning that N icaragua had
brok en off ties w ith the island.

T he N ic araguan
gov ernment, under  President
Danie l Or tega,  had iss ued a
statement on Thursday  ev ening
that affi rmed, ".. .  in the w or ld
there is only  one C hina. T he
People’s Republic of China is the
only  legitimate gov ernment that
represents all C hina, and Taiw an

is an ina lienable part of the
Chines e terr itory. As of today,
Nicaragua breaks its diplomatic
relations w ith Taiw an and ceases
to hav e any  officia l c ontact or
re lations hip," Associated Press
reported.

The dev elopm ent m eans
now  only  14 countries, mos tly  in
the C ar ibbean and C entra l
Amer ic a,  rec ognis e Taiw an.
Taiw an's ministry  of foreign affairs
ex pressed “sadness and regret”

ov er the mov e and announced it
w as rec alling its dip lomats.

Reuters reported that Ortega
may  hav e sw itched recognition
as US sanctions had necessitated
the need to consider China as  a
sourc e of aid  and support.

Xiomara C astro,  incom ing
pres ident of the Honduras,  had
dec lared s he w ould s w i tc h
recognition to China w hen she w as
campaigning. However, recently her
aides hav e backtracked on the claim.
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

OPaL Recruitment 2021(New), Apply
Executive Vacancies @

www.opalindia.in
OPaL Recru itment 2021 | Ex ecutiv e Pos ts | 13 Vacancies | Last Date: 12.12.2021 |

ONGC  OPAL Job Notification @ w w w .opalindia.in
OPaL Recrui tment 2021: ON GC Petro additions Lim ited (OPaL) is  going to activ ate

the online application link for OPaL Ex ecutiv e v acancy. In OPAL latest v acancy  notification,
they  are announced 13 v acanc ies in fol low ing func tions  such as M arketing, Mater ial
Management, Information Technology  & Company  Secretary. Link for online application for
these Central Gov ernment jobs w ill be enabled from 20.11.2021 @ OPaL Careers. The Last
date to s ubmit the online applic ation form for OPAL job notification is 12.12.2021. ONGC
OPaL recruitment 2021 noti fication & apply  onl ine link for this current job openings w ill be
updated @ w w w .opalindia.in.

OPaL ex pect competent personnel at ex ecutiv e cadre to fill up this ONGC OPAL latest
v acancy  2021. Candidates must hav e prov en track record in Petrochemicals/ related industry
to apply  for this ONGC Petro additions v acancy. Before apply ing, aspirants need to check the
eligibility. Selection of candidates may be based on test/ interv iew . Incomplete application or
applications receiv ed after the last date w ill be rejected. Renumeration for selected candidates
w ill be prov ided on CTC basis . More deta ils of ONGC  Petro additions recrui tment,
w w w .opalindia.in recruitment, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

Visit w w w .opalindia.in to get more career opportunity  @ ONGC OPaL. Link for OPaL
Latest v acancy  has prov ided below . For latest updates, check @ w ww .daily recruitment.in.

AIC India Recruitment 2021, Apply 31
MT & Hindi Officer Vacancies @

www.aicofindia.com
AIC India Recru itment 2021 | Management Trainee & Hindi  Officer Posts | Total

Vacancy  31 | Last Date 13.12.2021 | Dow nload AIC Agriculture Recruitment Notification @
w w w.aicofindia.com

AIC India Recruitment 2021: Agricu lture Insuranc e Company  of India Limited (AIC) a
leading Crop Insurance C ompany, inv ites  online applications from Indian Citizens for
recruitm ent of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer. According to the AIC Notification [Ref.
No. AIC/Rect/MT & Hindi Officer -2021-22/], there are 31 v ac ancies w ill be filled by  AIC
Agric ulture and these v acancies are assigned for AIC MT Vacancy. Candidates w ho are
searching Central gov ernment jobs Kindly  make the online registration from 23.11.2021. As
per the AIC Recruitment notification, online applications  w ill be receiv ed up to 13.12.2021.
AIC Insurance recruitment notification & AIC of India recruitment Apply  online link is av ailable
@ w ww .aicofindia.com.

Agriculture Insurance Company  of India selection w ill be based on Online Ex am and
Personal Interv iew . Selected candidate w ill be at anyw here in India. Candidates w ho are seeking
Engineering jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, experience and
etc. Candidates apply ing for the post of Management Trainee should apply  for any ONE discipline
only. Not more than one application for the post of Management Trainee & Hindi Officer should be
submitted by  any  candidate. More details of AIC Agriculture v acancy, upcoming AIC Insurance
Jobs notices, syllabus, answer key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming notifications
and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get information of MT & Other like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode, fee and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates.

FACT Recruitment 2021, Apply for
179 Apprentice Vacancies @ fact.co.in

FACT Rec ruitment 2021 | Graduate, Trade & Technician Apprentice | 179 Vacancies
| Last Date:  18. 12.2021 | FACT  Job Noti fication @ fac t.co.in

FACT  Recrui tment 2021: Fertilisers and Chemic als Trav ancore Limited (FACT ) is
going to hire candidates for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices Act in Graduate,
Technician & Trade categories. Eligible c andidates are inv ited to apply  for thes e 179
v acancies. Candidates w ho are searching for ITI/ Diploma/ Engineering jobs may  apply
for this current job openings to jo in at FACT. Candidates  are adv ised to register their name
in BOAT (w w w .mhrdnats.gov .in)/ NAPS (w w w .apprenticeship india.org) . The Last Date
to submit the application form for F ACT Apprentice Recru itment 2021 is 18.12.2021.

Selection process for FACT Apprentice jobs will be based on merit list. Central Govt job
seekers are instructed to apply  for these FACT v acancies. Merit list w ill be prepared on basis
of marks secured in qualify ing examination. FACT recruitment 2021 notification pdf & application
form are av ailable from 23.11.2021 @ w w w .fact.co.in. Training w ill be prov ided for 1 y ear.
Training location is FACT Kerala. Applications must be reached the prescribed address on or
before the last date. More details of FACT Apprentice recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list,
results & upcoming job notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  for FACT Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite fact.co.in.
Notification w ill open, read it & check eligibility.
Dow nload the application form.
Submit the filled form through prescribed mode.
Check w ww .fact.co.in for more details about FACT recruitment. Educational qualification,

age limi t, selection process, apply  mode & steps to apply  hav e prov ided abov e.  Looking
forward w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to get recent updates.

Fight Against Covid-19
Corona Virus

GRSE Recruitment 2021, Apply
Supervisor Vacancies @

www.grse.in
GRSE R ecruitment 2021 | Superv isor & Other Posts | Total Vacanc ies 15 | Las t Date

19.12.2021 | Dow nload GRSE Kolkata Recruitment Notification @ w w w .grse.in
GRSE Recruitment 2021: Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers L imited inv i tes

online applications from qualified, talented and energetic Indian N ationals for the fol low ing
posts on fix ed term. T here are 15 v acanc ies w i ll be filled by  GR SE Lim ited. Now  it has
published the recru itment adv ertisement [EMPLOYMENT NOTIF ICATION NO. HR/SUP:
01/2021] for engagement of Superv isor & Des ign Assistant Superv isor  posts & pos t w ise
v acancy  details are giv en below . Aspirants w ho are seeking Diploma Jobs in central gov t
those candidates kindly  make the online registration from 29.11.2021 to 19.12.2021

Applied candidates kindly  submit y our hard copy  of the online form to giv en address on
or before 28.12.2021. Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited selection w ill be based
on Wri tten Test and test w i ll be held on 02.01.2022. GRSE Superv isor recruitment online
applic ation link and GRSE Kolkata Recrui tment notification is av ailable in  official w ebsite.
Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification,
age limit, ex perience and etc. Applications v ia online mode only w ill be accepted. More details
of GRSE latest notification, latest jobs, upcoming GRSE v acancies, merit list, selection list,
result, admit card and etc. w ill be av ailable at GRSE official w ebsite.

How  to apply GRSE Recruitment Notification 2021
Go to official w ebsite grse.in.
Click “Career”  find the adv ertisement “GRSE Employ ment Notification No. HR/SUP:01/

2021 [RECRUITMENT OF SUPERVISORS – ON FIXED TERM] (Detailed adv ertisement)” ,
click on the adv ertisement.

Notification w ill open read it and check Eligibility.
Go to ->jobapply.in/grse2021app
Find the link, click on the link.
If y ou are new  user, y ou hav e to make registration otherw ise y ou may  login to y our

account then start to apply.
Finally click submit button and take the print of the application form.
You may  v isit GRSE careers to get more details about GRSE recruitment. Here y ou w ill

get information of Apprentice & Trainee posts like educational qualification, age limit, application
mode and how  to apply. Keep check w w w.dailyrecruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates &
upcoming govt ex ams.

BSF Recruitment 2021,
Apply 195 Group A, B & C

vacancies @ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

The US sanctions on Iran have not affected
India’s Chabahar port project, Ex ternal Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar told Lok Sabha on Friday.

Reply ing to a question from BSP member
Ritesh Pandey, the minis ter also clarified that
US sanctions are “not relev ant”  to India’s
Chabahar port project in Iran “at all” . During the
Question Hour, Pandey  sought to know  from
the gov ernment if US sanctions on Iran had any
bearing on India’s project at the Chabahar port,
and claimed that the Iranian gov ernm ent is
“publicly  say ing that our Chabahar port project
has been miserably  delay ed”  due to sanctions
imposed by  the US”. The BSP member also
claimed he is “aw are”  that C hina is try ing to
w ork on the project by taking adv antage of US
sanctions on Iran as it did “w ith the rail link” , and
asked the gov ernment if it is w orking on a
“solution” . “ I w ould like to inform the member
that (his) assertion is completely  inaccurate. This

US SANCTIONS ON IRAN HAVE NO
BEARING ON INDIA’S CHABAHAR

PORT PROJECT: GOVT

agreement w as signed in 2016. We took
posses sion of the terminal in 2018. We hav e
already  supplied six cranes. The terminal is fully
functional,”  Minister Jaishankar said. “The US
sanctions are not relev ant to this project at all,”
he said in his reply. In a supplementary  question,
the BSP member sought to know  from the
gov ernment if India has signed “any  backdoor
agreement”  to continue using the Chabahar port
to prov ide help to central Asian countries and
Afghanistan after Taliban took ov er the control of
the Afghanistan government. “All our agreements
on the Chabahar port operations are limited to
Iran. Originally, there was a trilateral agreement
but that w as the basis to set it up. In terms of port
operations, w e are not required to hav e any
agreement with the gov ernment of Afghanistan.
And, I assure y ou that the port is functioning and
functioning back,”  the ex ternal affairs minister
said in his reply.

Priv ate bank IndusInd Bank on Friday  said
the RBI has giv en approv al to Life Ins urance
Corporation to increase its stake in the bank to
nearly  10 per cent.

The bank has receiv ed an intimation from

the RBI on December 9, 2021, that it has granted
its approval to LIC, a shareholder of the bank, to
acquire up to 9.99 per cent of the total issued and
paid-up capital of the bank, the bank said in a
regulatory  filing on stock ex changes.

The state-run insurer holds 4.95 per cent of
the total issued and paid-up capital of the bank.
The RBI approv al is subject to compliance w ith

RBI grants approval to
LIC to up stake in IndusInd

Bank to nearly 10%
the direction on 'Prior Approv al for Acquisition of
Shares  and Voting Priv ate Sector Banks' as
w ell as regulations of the SEBI and any
guidelines or regulations.

The RBI last month had accepted most of
the recommendations of its
w orking group on corporate
ownership of private sector
bank s ,  by  a l low ing
unres tra ined promoter
shareholding in the first fiv e
y ears of operations . It
recomm ended hiking the
same to 26 per cent after

15 y ears from the ex tant 15 per cent and also
the new  capital requirements.

This w as deemed beneficial for banks like
Kotak Mahindra Bank and IndusInd Bank. The
said approv al is v alid for a period of one y ear,
that is, up to December 8, 2022, the bank said.
IndusInd Bank shares were marginally  up at Rs
947 on BSE in afternoon trade on Friday.
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OPEN SECRET

SUMMIT OF DEMOCRACY MISSES KEY
SOUTH ASIAN POWERS, BUT

ENDORSES INDIA'S PROMINENCE
It has certainly not begun with a

bang. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was one of twelve invited to sp eak at
Presid en t Jo e Bid en ’s S um m it o f
Democracy—an endorsement of India’s
special place—on Thursday. But the two-
d a y su m m it—a  fla gsh ip  Bid en
end eavo ur—th at brough t tog ether a
hundred leaders, has been far from a hit.

“Democracy d oesn ’t ha ppen  by
acciden t,’’ said Bid en in his in augural
address. “And we ha ve to renew it with
each generation. In my view, this is the
defining challenge of our time.” But
b eyo n d  th e b a ttle  for d em o cra cy
glob ally—the summ it has thrown up
challenges for America within South Asia,
a regio n that America realises is key to
dealing  with China.  Beijing was never
on the list.

On ly  fou r cou ntries from  the
region were invited : Pakistan, India,
Maldives and Nepa l. On Wedn esday,
Prime Minister Imran Khan backed out
of the virtual summ it. The invitation
issued  to Khan wa s not so m uch an
en dorsemen t of so und demo cratic
in stitu tio n s,  bu t m o re a n
acknowledgement o f the impo rtance
Pa kista n  p la ys esp ecia lly  with
Afg h a nistan ’s in sta b ility. Kh an ,
however, still miffed about not being
included in Biden’s call list, has chosen
to politely decline.

A statement put out by Pakistan’s
foreign office sa id: “We value our
partnership with the US, which we wish
to expand both bilaterally as well as in
terms of regional and interna tional
cooperation. We remain in contact with

the US on a range of issues and believe
that we can engage on this subject at
an opportune time in the future.” It also,
helps that China would be less than
happy with Pakistan attending.

Banglad esh, another country—
Muslim dominated—did not make the
list—a slight that will certainly not be
fo rgo tten.  “We h ave ha d a stab le
democracy over the last several years,
a  very  c lea r an d  tra n sp a ren t
democracy,’’ foreign minister Dr A.K
Abdul Momen said . “Free an d fair
voting is happening.”

Taiwan h as been invited—which
has ensured that the summit instead of
looking inclusive seems to be targeted
against China—a move that might help
Am erica win  frien ds especially as
smaller countries might find it hard to
stan d up  to Ch in ese disp leasure.
America has also not invited Sri Lanka,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Meanwhile, China has unleashed
a prop aganda war on America  as it
was kept out of the summit, releasing a
white paper titled, “China: Democracy
That Wo rks’’ was released.

“China’s whole-process people’s
democracy is not the kind that wakes
up at the time of voting and goes back
to dormant afterwards,’’ Vice Foreign
Minister Le Yucheng has been quoted
as saying.  For In dia, ho wever,  the
invitation, as well as the singling out of
Prime Minister to Modi, is certainly an
ackn owledg em en t o f th e ro le  the
country can play.

NES, SNES creator Masayuki
Uemura dies at 78

The Japanese designer behind
the Nintendo Entertainment Sy stem
(NES) and the Super  Nintendo
Entertainment Sy stem (SNES) has
passed aw ay  at 78, the university
he taught at said on Thursday.

Masay uki Uemura’s w ork
resulted in the sale of over 100 million
v ideo game consoles, sparking
Nintendo’s “golden age”
and its transformation into
one of the world’s leading
v ideo game companies.
As lead architect for the
Famicom (rebranded as
the NES in the United
States), he designed the
8-bit console that w ould
become sy nony mous
w ith the v ideo games it
m ade a hous ehold
name, including titles like
M ar io Super  Bros ,
Donkey  Kong, The
Legend of Z elda,
Metroid, Mega M an,

Castlevania and Contra.
The release of the Famicom in

1983 and the NES in 1985 coincided
w ith the decline in arcade gaming,
as more people found it conv enient
to play v ideo games at home.

Uemura initia lly  w orked at
Sharp, where he w as inv olv ed w ith
a projec t that dev eloped

photosensitive cells. When Nintendo
w anted a way  to make a “light gun”
(w hich w as shipped along w ith the
NES and allow ed for v ideo games
that let y ou point the attached gun
peripheral at the screen and shoot),
Sharp’s technology came in handy.

Uemura joined Nintendo in
1972 w here he w orked on the

photov oltaic technology  that would
ev entually  become the iconic light
gun. The genesis of the NES came
after Nintendo President Hiroshi
Yamauc hi c alled Uemura after
having a few  drinks and suggested
he make a v ideo game console.

The gun w ould prov e key  to
the NES’s  succ es s. After  the

FAMICOM recorded av erage
sales figures in Japan (initially),
the decision to take it to North
America was taken, along w ith
som e changes to suit the
American audience. Nintendo
bundled the “NES Zapper”  light
gun w i th the N ES as
“Americans in  general are
interested in gun”—a piece of
triv ia Uemura told New  York
Univ ersity ’s Game Center in
2018, Kotaku reported.

Uemura’s wife proposed
the name “Famicom” as a
portmanteau of “ family ”  and
“computer” .

Women's football in India
is rising: IM Vijayan

participated w ith so many  y oung talents. I hav e
come here for the first time to w atch the girls play
and I really  enjoy ed the brand of footbal l they
show ed.

"In our  times, scoring w as v ery  easy  for
the teams but now  the competition has become
tougher w hich is needed for the grow th of
w omen's football  in  India." AIFF  General
Secretary, Kushal Das also hailed the efforts of
all the state federations and the Gov ernment of
Kerala inv olv ed to make the championship a
success.

KOZHIKODE: The national w om en
team's ascendancy  was on display during the
recent ex posure tour of Brazil, said Indian
football legend IM Vijay an, w ho believ es that
adding competition betw een play ers w ill further
help in the grow th of the game in the country.

India had play ed against Brazil , Chile
and Venezuela in a four-nation tournament as
part of its preparation for the AFC Asian Cup to
be held in India -- Mumbai  and Pune-- from
January  20 to February  6.

While India lost all  their three matches
but the highlight of the tour w as the one-goal
that they  s cored against mighty  Brazil, w ho
are the 2007 World Cup runners-up.

"The w ay  India play ed against Brazil
w as impressiv e. We scored a goal against the
top team globally  w hich show s that w omen's
football in India is rising, " the 52-y ear-old
Vijay an, a former India men's team captain,
said in a release issued by  AIFF.

"Our team has improv ed a lot and the
federation is also try ing hard to giv e them the
much needed exposures."

"India is hosting the Asian Cup nex t year

and ev ery one is try ing hard to build the team
and play  good football. I am very  happy to see
ev ery one is contributing to the grow th of
w omen's football to take Indian Football forw ard
together."

India international M Suresh also echoed
his sentiments.

"Indian w omen's team is in a good phase
now. The w ay  they  performed against the top
teams w as a treat to w atch," he quipped.

The tw o Indian footballers w ere also
present at the stands to support the girls on the
final day  of the Senior Women's N ational
Football Championship.

Defending champions Manipur claimed
their 21st crow n after a dramatic penalty
shootout w in ov er Railw ay s  in the final on
Thursday.

"The w ay  AIFF and Kerala Gov ernment
has  organiz ed the c ham pions hip is
commendable despite the COVID situation. It
show s how  each and ev ery  one is w orking
tow ards for the grow th of Indian Football,"
Vijay an said.

"I am so happy  to see that 32 teams

Asian Champions Trophy will be great platform for
fringe players: Hockey captain Manpreet Singh

BHUBAN ESWAR :  T he
upcoming Asian Champions Trophy
in Dhaka w ill be a perfect platform
for the fringe play ers to show case
their talent and stake a claim in the
fi rs t team , sa id Ind ian men' s
hockey  team captain Manpreet
Singh.

The tournament, originally
scheduled to be held last y ear, has
been postponed multiple times due
to the C OVID-19 pandem ic, and
w ill now be play ed from December
14 to 22.

This will be India's first outing
after the team's historic Oly mpics
bronze m edal w inning c ampaign
earlier this y ear. The Manpreet

Singh-led side w ill be w ithout eight
play ers  from the Toky o Games
squad, including the likes of v eteran
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh w ho has
been rested,

"With nearly  10 play ers w ho
w ere part of the Toky o Oly mpic
squad being rested, this is a fantastic
opportunity  for the play ers w ho had
been w aiting on the sidelines to get
a chance to per form in a major
international tournament. This w ill be
a good p latform for  them  to
s how c as e thei r  ta lent and
temperament," said Manpeet before
leav ing for Dhaka on Friday.

Defending champions  India
w ould begin their campaign on the

opening day  against Korea before
lock ing horns  agains t Japan,
Malay s ia,  Pakistan and hos ts
Bangladesh in  the s ing le-pool
tournament for top honours.

"This is our first outing after
the Toky o Oly mpics so naturally
there is a lot of ex citement among
the play ers. We hav e had a good
training camp in Bhubanesw ar and
I feel since the w eather here is quite
similar to that of Dhaka,  w e w on't
take long to acclimatise," the skipper
said. "It w ill be a good tournament
not just in terms of competition but
also to understand about other team's
c apabi l i ties.  We as s ess  the
progress of other  Asian countries

ahead of the all -important Asian
Games and Asia Cup nex t y ear,'
the ace mid-fielder added. After
Korea, India w ill play  Bangladesh
on Dec ember 15, follow ed by
m atc hes  agains t arc h-riv als
Pakis tan on Decem ber 17,
Malay sia on December 18 and
Japan on December 19. The top-
four teams from the pool stages will
progress to the s emi-finals  to be
play ed on December 21 follow ed
by  the title clash on December 22.

In the prev ious  edition of the
ev ent held in Muscat in 2018, India
had jointly  lifted the title along w ith
Pakistan as the final w as called off
due to incessant rains.


