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PBMC'’s civil works slow down due to

scarcity of construction materials

PortBlair, Aug 27: Scarcity
ofconstuctionmaterials ikesand,
dust and cement has led to the
halting of civil works inthe Port
Blair Municipal Council. Pasttwo
years, the Workshop Division of

g |

the Municipal Council has not taken
upany construction activifes inthe
city due to shortage of construction

materials. The scarcity of
constuctionmaterials has afected
several municipal project. Due to

shortage, the Council is unable to
fillup potholes in city roads. The
demand br constructionmaterials
doubled after the administration

remov ed lockdow n restrictions in
the construction activities and the
civic body had tostop construction
achvmes due tc shcrtage With

pandemic hiting the islands, here
has been a fall in supply and of
construction materials which has

See...Page 02

Port Blair, Aug 27: Under
the guidance and leadership of
the Member of Parliament, Shri
Kuldeep Rai Sharma, the Youth
Congress, Andaman and
Nicobar Island organized A
Covid 19 vaccination camp at
Garacharma Govt Primary
School for the member of
AndamanandNicobar Aub union
(INTUC) on 27th August 2021 at
11 am for the welfare of all
members of auto driv ers and their
families. Shri Rangalal Halder,
PCC President, Shri. Masi
lugun, General Secretary PCC,
Shri.K Ganeshan, Chief
spokesperson, PCC, ShriJohn
Robert Babu, Ex-Youth
President, Shri Elayaraja Alsu,
youth congress presidentwere
present. Shri Shaktivel Block.

See...Page 02

Media
briefing on
COVID-19

Port Blair, Aug 27: No new
positive case of COVID-19 has
been detected on Friday. All the
passengers, who arrived herein
flights yesterday, had tested
negative for the infection on re-
testing. Altogether, 635 passengers
anived here in fourflights on Friday.
RT-PCR ®sts were conducted on
themand heresults wil beavailable
tomorrow. None of the 208
passengers bound for the Northand
Middle Andaman district tested

positive for the infection at
Ferrargunjtoday, informed Dr AK
Mondal, Directorof ANIIMS. Atthe
daily press briefing, Dr Mondal
informed that all active cases of
COVID-19 in these islands are
undergoing treatment at COVID
Care facilities in South Andaman
“Abtal of 160 persons were tested
atMohanpura, 132 atPhoenix Bay
and all tested negative for the
infection. 459 doses of COVID-19
vaccine were administered at

No new +ve case found, people

advised to follow CAB

JNRM today of which 357
bereficiaries w ere in the age-group
of 18-45 years,” informed Mr
Mondal. More than 3.51 lakh
benefciaries hav e been vaccinatd
sofar inthese islands. Over 2.47
lakhberneficiaries have received he
frstdose ofthe v accine andaround
1,03,723 beneficiaries have been
administered boh the doses. More
than1,36,101eligible people in the
age group of 18 to 44 years have

See...Page 02

Humanitarian approach by Police, saved an
ailing girl from remote locality

PortBar, Aug 27: On 26" Aug
2021, atabout 7.00 am an
information was received at OP
Kishori Nagar thata young girl,
residing in remote area of Kishori
Nagar is ailing and her health

condition is worsening. Acting
swifly upon the information the
matter was immediately informed
to PHC Kishori Nagar to keep an
ambulance on standby to shift the
girl. The home guards v olunteers

s T.S.Guruswamy & Son's
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namely HG/545Naveen Roy and
HG/525 Prave Sarkar rushed to
the spotand lited her up to main
road ona locally made stretcher
with the help of family members,

e... Page 02

Even if you are sick
and become a pa-
tient, you must never
lose patience.

Power cuts

Port Blair, Aug 27: Due to
emergency breakdow nrepair of 11
KV switchgear systems at
Chatham Power House, power

MP demands special ferry vessel from
Port Blair to Rangat, Mayabunder and
Diglipur till normal Bus Service
resumes in ATR

Port Blair, Aug 27: On the
issue of land-slide near Middle
Strait, JPP, Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharma, the Member of
Parliament of Andaman and
Nicobarlslands has requestedthe
Chief Secretary of Andaman and
Nicobar Administation to operate
aspecial ferry from PortBlair to
Rangat, May abunder and Diglipur
ill the normal ATR Bus Service
for North and Middle Andaman is

receivedfrom the public of North
and Middle Andaman, the
Member of Parliament today
mailed a letter to the Chief
Secretary inw hich hementoned
thata land-slide near Midde Strait
JPP has disrupted the ATR Bus
Service for North and Middle
Andaman and due to restrictions
onthe movement of Ex press bus
services many passengers are

See...Page 02

resumed. Following i

Celebration of women’s equality day

Port Blair, Aug 27: With You
NGO celebrated Women's
Equality Day on 26th August
2021 atNGO ofice, Bamboofat.
Smti Sujata, gy necologist CHC

Bamboofiatwas the chiefgueston
this occasion. In her address she
appealedto al the ladies to frstake
careof her heatth. Also hatw omen
areplaying anequalrole in society

and that hey hav ethe courageto
face al sorts ofchalenges i their
life. She wished the women folk
to stay happy and blessed. Smti
See... Page 02

Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly inlsles

Port Blair, Aug 27:
The vaccination drive is
continuing smoothly in A&N
Islands. As per data available,
atotal of 351095 beneficiaries
have been vaccinated so far
in A&N Islands, out of the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx.). A total of 3796people

were vaccinated yesterday in
A&N Islands. A total of 136,101
eligible people in the age group
of 18 to 44 years have been
vaccinated till dated 26-08-
2021. 3361 beneficiaries were
vaccinated in South Andaman
District, out of which, 2924 w ere
in the age group of 18-44 years.

412 beneficiaries were
vaccinatedin North & Middle
Andaman District, out of
which, 350 werein the age
group of 18-44 years. In
Nicobar District, 23
beneficiaries w ere vaccinated
out of which, 8 were in the
age group of 18-44 years.

supply will remain on
28.08.2021 (Saturday ), from 0800
Hrs.. to 1100 Hrs. in the following
area:-

Datc Thing Arca alfected
Shadipur, South Point, MazaarPahad, Machi Line,
RGT Road, Govt. Press, JNRM College, Chatham

082199001 190 Mill,  Chatham  Wharf, 10C, MES Power

(Saturday) | Hrs. | Hrs yo . Haddo, Haddo Whar, Foreshore Road and
upto Civil Avia tion Delanipur.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Has
Heart Surgery, PM Modi Wishes
A "Swift Recovery"

New Delhi Aug 27:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi today
wished swift recovery and good
health to Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot who underwent an
angioplasty procedurein Jaipurafier

heex perienced sev ere chest pain.
PromotedListento the latestsongs,
only on JioSaavn.com "Praying for
your good health and swift
recovery, Ashok Gehlot Ji,"

See... Page 02

"Unwanted": Pinarayi Vijayan
Rejects Criticism Against Kerala's
Covid Management

Thiruv Aug 27:
Atatime when Kerala is facing fiak
for its allegedly failingto manage
the Covid situation amid high test
positivily rates and increased dally
cases, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has rejected the criticism,

calingit’ " and

it as an attempt to undermine

people's supportin the state's fight

against he pandemic. In an article

published in he latestedition of the

weekly "Chintha", one of the
See... Page 02

Sheela Singh gets appointed to National
Executive Committee of BJP Mahila Morcha

Port Blair, Aug 27:Smti Sheela
Singh, one of the senior mostBJP
leaders of A & N Islands, was
appointed tothe National Execuive
Committee of Mahila Morcha
yesterday. The order to this effect
was issued by Smti Vanathi
Srinivasan, National President,
Bharatiya Janata Mahila Morcha,
afeer obtaining approv d ofthe BJP's
NafonalPresident, Shri J P Nadda.
Smt Sheela Singh, has been
elevated to National Executive

ofBharatiya Janat Pany inthe A &
N Islands over the last about 25
years. Smti Sheela Singh is

& N Unit of BJP. Before being
elevated to the currentpost in the
localunitshe has successfully held
various posts i theparty. Shehas
the credit of being elected as
Councillor of PortBlair Municipal
Council thrice inarow and more
importartly aw oman toachiev ethis

_ feat. Smti Sheela Singh has also

held the Chairpersonship of Port
Blair Municipal Council and has
also been Chairperson of
Commissionfor Protection of Child

Victory Flame Reached at Indian
Coast Guard Component

Port Blair, Aug 27: The
Swarnim Vijay Varsh Victory
Flame arrived atPort Blair on 03
Aug 21 and was subsequently

ip, he

tip, the Indira paint of Andamanand
Nicobar group of lands. A series of
events wereconducted by heArmy,
Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard

LandgllIslands to the Souhemmost

ts under the aegis of
Andaman and Nicobar Command

(ANC), to commemorate the
presenceof he Victory Flameon
the Islands. On27 Aug 21, the

Vicbry Flame w as ceremoniously
received by ShriDinesh
See... Page 02

India Makes Aatmanirbhar Plans for Palm
Oil, Butat Huge Cost to the Environment

New Delhi, Aug 27: India,
the world's largest edible oil
importer, is now looking to
be aatmanirbhar andscae wp its
pam ailproducfon. Thatw il help
cutdown is dependency ontop
paim-oi-producing countries ke
Indonesia and Malaysia. Last
week, the Cabinet approvedRs
11,040 crore for a centrally

sponsored scheme that will focus
on increasing productivity of oil
seeds and oil palm in the
Northeastern region and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Since the onset ofthe pandemic,
prices of alledible oils have soared
duetolabour shortages in Malaysia
and Indonesia as well as
environmental issues that have

impacted oil plantations. Butthe
Centre’s palm oil plans have
raised envronmenta concemns.
Whatare these concerns? Can
palm oil production be
sustainable? Andwhy does pam
oil matter so much? Read on.
What Does India’s Palm Oil
Mission Propose? Currently, an

See... Page 02

Make in India not followed in spirit, says
cabinet secretary Rajiv Gauba

New Delhi, Aug
27: Cabinet secretary
Rajiv Gauba has written to
secremnes of valous ministries,

overhe

and ‘Make in India’ programmes.
Gauba said it was observed that
‘Make in India’ is not beingfollow ed
in letter and spiritas he directed

quantum of local sourcing and
procurement done by the
government despite Prime

ofkey ministries to ook
intothe issue forttw ith.

“Ithas been observ ed from
the tenders issued by various

Government e-Marketplace)
portals that PPP-MII (Public
Procurement - Preference b Make
in India) Order is not being
implementedin letter and spiritby
someofthe organisafons,” Gauba
said in his communication, top
sources told TOI. The country’s

o " 8 . e " Minister Narendra __Modi's procuring entities on CPP/ GeM top bureaucrat said “there are
Committee in recognition of her cyrrently the State Vice President Rights in the Islands. Speakingto | [ .- e TN o 5
80010 50888 contibufonandhard wokforgrowth - and Core Commitee mermber of A See. Page 02 insistence on ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat  (Central Public Procurement/ See...Page 02
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Learning safely: On

of confidence that resumption

immunised, byoffidal estimates

tophysicaldasses wil therefore,

priority vacchation of children,

making. An empirical approach

arein safe hanas.

The Centre’s moe toallocate 2crore coronavirusvacche
dosesfor universalcoverage of allteaching and non-teaching
Staffin schook by Teachers'Day (September 5)adds ameasure

September & not fraught with high risk. Several States are
preparing to reopen schools mostlyfor Class9and higher; next
month. Some, including Haryana, Telanganaand Gugarat have
announced that theywil allowoffine dasseseven foryounger
children. Amidst fears of a third wave of the pandemic,
epidemiologists, academidians and pofcymakers have been
wresting with the question of a bw-risk trade-off balanchg
protection from the virus with some bridging of the learning
defict caused by prolonged school cbsures that are crippling
future prospects of milfonsofchildren. tisencouraging thathalf
of the 97 lakh teachers in the country have already been

restby September 5. The risk ofinfection to chidren inschools
remains, however, and must be addressed wih utmost
seriousness, particularly with fast-ransmiting virus variants
present in all States. This cals for a coherent response that
incorporates the best leamings from epidemiology and
decentralises dedsion-making to the districts based on local
circumstances It is ofcourse, a stepforwardthata vacane, the
three-dose ZyCo\LD, has been approved for the 12-18 age group,
but this is to be administered only from October. The reversion

Vacchation of children over 12 years of age has been
aloved in some countries, but the pandemic’s course has
remanedunpredidable. Inlsrael, one of the most vaccnated
countries wih an estimated 78% coverage of the over-12
popukation, the Delta variant switly caused a spike ininfections
asdstancing norms, the mask mandate andtravel banswere
elmhated. In one instance, an entire dass of students was
infected by one unvacciated child who hadbeen on vacation.
This cautionary tale serves to emphasie the importance of

have other heath conditions maitaining safety protocols, and
adoptinglow-cost non-pharmaceuticalinterventons such asgood
dassroom entiation and open-air nstruction wherever feasible.
Credentialed studiesin the U.S. ndicate that these are effective
measures, along with vacanation. It is vitally important for the
Centreto share information on the school reopening experience
with all States and issue akerts in realtine to enabke decision-

suchas the National Insttute of Disaster Management collate
usefulinsights Parents must be convinced by transparent official
measuresthatthe heath and educatonprospeds oftheirchicren

schools reopening

of face-to-face dasses from

makigitfeasble toreach the

haveto be carefullycalbrated.

Sarting with those who may

will also enable organisations

PBMC, ..

hit the dev elopment projects.
Besides filling up of potholes and
relaying of roads, the municipal
council has aslew of civil projects
which havenot been totdly hatted.
The workforcein the Municipal
Council are sitting idle with no

from... Page 01

work to perform as all civil works
havebeen stopped completely.
Despite removal of restriction of
constructon acivities, construction
workin the council is happening at
snail's pace in the absence of
matrids.

Indian Air Force
aircraft C-17
Globemaster, carrying
24 Indian and 11
Nepaleseevacuees fom
Kabul landed at Hindon
Airport on Thursday,
under Operation Devi
Shak ti.

"Indian Embassy
and Indian Government
rescued us and brought
us here to Delhi. We are
very thankful to them,"
said Shiva, a Nepali
national among the

* RIRFORCE PLANE WITH 35 EVACUEESFROM

KABUL LANDSININDIA

evacuated from Afghanistan and
brought to India. Earlier today,
Ministry of External Affairs
Ministry spokes person Arindam
Bagchi had informed about the
evacuation flightvia Twitter. "Op
Devi Shakti in
action!@IAF_MCC flight with 24
Indian and 11 Nepaleseev acuees
from Kabul is on its way to Delhi.
#DeviShakti," Bagchi
tw eeted. The ev acuation operation
thatcame against the backdrop of
the Taliban's takeover of the
country lastweek is known as
"Operation Devi Shakt". This

urged all Indian nationals in
Afghanistan requiring assistance

immediately to mov e out of the
war-torn country.

including 112 Afghan nationals,
have been ev acuated by India
from Afghanistansince the Taliban
seized control of the war-torn
country, the Ministry of External
Affairs informed the floor leaders
of poliical parties in Parliament
on Thursday.According to
sources, the ministry shared
detils on the recent developments
in Afghanistan with floor leaders
of various political parties in
Parliament. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar briefed the
leaders Amongthe 565 ev acuees,
175 w ere embassy personnel,

were Afghan nationals
including Hindus and
Sikhs and 15 were third-
country nationals,
sources said.
PromotedListen to the
latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.com
Afghanistan's situation is
worsening as people are
inrush to leav e the nation
after the Taliban seized
control last week. On
August 15, the country's
government fell, soon
after President Ashraf
Ghanileft the nation.

people who were operation comes as MEA had o contact Specid Afghanistan Cell As many as 565 people, 263 other Indian nationals, 112
India Makes.. . .. from... Page 01 GS. auto union INTUC.. , .. from... Page 01
President Garacharma, Shri GeneralSecretry auto union were
area of 3.70 lakh hectares is of dipping ground water levels, ~productions. in turn has criically endangered | sadevan, Shri. V Laxmi present Altogether, 150 people

reportedly underoil palm culivafon
in the country. But the palm oil
mission proposes to cover an
addifonal area of 6.5lakh hectares
by 2025-26to increase crude palm
oil (CPO) production to 11.2 lakh
tonnes by 2025-26 and up to 28
lakh bnnes by 2029-30. Whike this
can be promising for consumers,
the Centre is also looking to
encourage oil palm farmers by
assisting them with planting
materials, and giving them price
assurances in the form of viability
pap funding. Under this pricing
mechanism, the gov ernment said
that ‘for the first time’ it will give a
price assurance to the oil palm
farmers for their fresh fruitbunches
(FFBs) which is what palm oil is
extracted from. This would protect
farmers from the fluctuating
international CPO prices which
determines FBB prices. WhatAre
TheEnvironmental Concerns With
India’s Palm Oil Mission? Palm oil
plantafons are best suitedin topical
areas w hich are rich in biodiversiy.
Hence, one of the biggestconcemns
with boosting palm oil yield is that
with unsustainable practices, these
oil plantations ofen tend to replace
fropical forest covers. Thatis also
the concern with planning palm oil
productionin the Northeastem region
of India which s easily one ofthe
biodiversity-rich regions of the
country. This will notonly threaten
the local species offlora andfauna
but also impact the local
communifes w hodepend onforests
for their lives and livelihoods.
“Moreover, itis a huge water
guzzler', says Mayank Aggarwal,
ibuting Editor at M b

CoVID, ..

been vaccinated fil date. A total of
480928 samples have been sent
for tests at the designated
laboratories of which reports of
480928 have been recei ed taking
the rate oftesting to 1202320 per

Sfrom... Page 01
milion. The administation is taking
allnecessary steps to contain the
spread ofthe disease and people
are requested to follow COVID
Appropriate Behaviour, the media
wasinfomed.

Humanitarian, ..

thereafter she was took in an
ambulance and shifted to PHC
Kishori Nagar. The girl was frther
refered to CHC Diglipur and she is

Sfrom... Page 01
under observ ation. Promptaction
by the local police shows their
humarnitarian approach andsaved
the life ofa y oung girl.

India, a nonproft environmentand
conservation news platform. Since

growingsucha w ater-intensiv e crop
willonly add to he water scarcity.

“India as a country has
millions of small farmers w hich
means small land holdings. For
palm ail crops tofructify, y ou need
huge areas of landholdings. Hence,
alotofcompanies are fkely bhave
contracts with farmers for palm oil
plantations and thatis one area of
concem giv en the factthat rmers
often feel that corporates don't
respecttheir rights. Also, the crop
has along gestation period w hich
leadto farmers incurring losses.”

Mayank Aggarwal,
Contributing Editor at Mongabay
India

Although the Centre’s plan
includes encouraging farmers, hey
may still face problems in the
foreseeable futre.

“In India, farmers are largely
earn their livelihoods on a crop-to-
crop basis, so palm oil cultivation
canprov e tobea big proposifonfor
loss for farmers. In fact, whenwe
spoketo farmers aboutthis, a lotof
them who had invested in pam oil
fold us that they reverted to their
usual crop cultivation after facing
losses,” Aggaw al said.

A report on The Indian
Express have ako pointed out hat
the plan was approved despite
reservatons from the hdian Council
of Forestry Research &Educaton,
an institute under the Environment
Mhistry, w hichhad said that without
detailed studies on its ecological
impact, production of oil palm
“should be av dided" inareas richin
biodiversity.

In its turn, the Centre had
justified that in 2018, the Indian
Institute of Oil Palm Research had
already prepared a report on

these alsoneed a botof
watr, wherev erthere are concems

whether And: and Nicobar
Islands were feas ible for palm oil

But the Centre may have to
face some legal hurdles yet, since
in 2002, the Supreme Court had
ordered the “phasing out’ of
‘ i ions on forest

wildife.

With most of their natural
habitats now lost to palm oil
expansion, orangutang, Sumatran

and".
Theapex courthad said,

“There should be no
expansion of monoculture or
commercial plantations on forest
land. The existing plantations of oil
pam, rubberand eak are reportedy
no longer viable and should be
phased out.”

Why Palm Oil Matters So
Much

Historical evidence suggests
that humans hav e been using palm
oil from as farback as 5,000 y ears
—and this crop was infroduced to
Malay siaand Indonesia from Afiica
by British colonialists.

Compared to other oilseed
crops, palm oil palm cultivation is
more profitable because it can
produce up to 10to 46 times more
oil per hectare, whilethe resthave
a yield of around 4 tonnes oil per
hectares.

Given ifs affordabiity, palm ol
has become a bigsource ofcooking
oi indeveloping countries ikeIndia,
butits also presentin pretty much
everything else.

In fact, it is practically a
ubiquitous ingredientas itis found
in a wide range of daily -use
products, like soaps, detergents,
cosmetics, snacks, ice-cream,
candies —you name it.

Butthehigh demand fr palm
oil is directly connected to large-
scale deforestation and ecological
destructions.

Oil plantations in Malaysia
andIndonesia, w hich now account
for 85 percentofthe world's palm
oilproducion, have depleted entire
churks ofrainforest covers, which

ph , Bornean Pygmy
elephants, Sumatran rhinos and
Sumatran tigers are only some of
the species which have been
pushedto the brink of ex inction.

Although the world of
consumers remain largely
unbothered by the ecological cost
of this all-pervasive ingredient,
environmental ex pers are fryingto
push the conversation towards
looking for sustainable methods of
culivating palm oil.

Can Palm Oil Production Be
Sustainable?

The world's largest
association for ethical palm oil
production, Roundtable on
Sustainable Paim Oil (RSPO), has
comeup wih aset ofenvionmentl
and social criteria that companies
must comply with in order to
produced cerified sustainable palm
ol.

Afew of the criteria include
that no primary forests or areas
which are richin biodiversity, or
fragileecosy sems, or areas which
arefundamental b meeting basic or
fraditional cultural needs of local
communities (high conserv ation
valueareas), can be cleared.

However,many expertsand
activists have found the RSPO's
requirements to be grossly
insufficient.

Itwas only in 2018, that the
RSPO introduced a ban on cutting
dow nforests or conv erting peatiands
forail palm plantafons.

ButwithIndia being the biggest
importerof palm oil, many believe
that India should be leading the
conv ersation on sustainable palm
oilproducfon.

Make in India ...

insances” w herethe provisions of
the PPP-MIl Order, 2017, havenot
evenbeenincorporated in tenders.
“Ex cessiv e urnov er, requirement
of specific brands/ makes,
requirement of foreign cerification,
requirement of unreasonable prior

ATR..

stranded on both sides of ATR. In
this regard, Mr. KudeepRa Shama
requested the Chief Secretary
operate a special ferry from Port
Blairto Rangat, May abunder and
Diglipur so that those who are in
urgentneed oftravelling to Port Blair
or North and Middle Andaman for

Sfrom... Page 01
medical andother reasons, can do
s0.

The MP mentioned that
presently only small vehicles are
allowed to ravel across the ATR
butnot al Islandercanafford  book
privae vehicles b reach PortBlair
or N&M Andaman.

Miss V. K. Mariyam bibi ..
Sadna Lal, social workerex horted
thew omen to come forw ard forthe
betterment of their community and
encouraged them to be self-
dependent by using their skills.
Earlier Miss V. K. Mariyam bibi,

Sfrom... Page 01

Presidentwelcomedthe chief guest
by presenting hera bouquet and
talked about the importance of
celebrating this day. A cultural
program w as ako organizedby the
NGO to mark is occasion.

Coast Guard ..

Rajaputhran, Tatraks hakMedal,

Inspector General, Coast Guard

Region,Andaman and Nicobar

(A&N) along with District
C

from... Page 01

Thereatter, the Victory flame was
tekento Coast Guard Jetly, Regional
Headquarters (A&N) and Coast
Guard  Residential ~ Area

C Oficers,
officers and menat Port Blair. The
Victory Flame was placedat hemain
mast of Coast Guard District
Headquarters (CGDHQ) - 14
Parade Ground, w herelndian Coast
Guard personnel paid homage to
martyrs ofthe 1971 Indo-Pak war.

( )w herein personnel
and families paid their tribute to the
brave martyrs who had laid down
their lives the serviceof the Nation.
Finally the Victory fame was taken
to the premises of Coast Guard Air
Enclave priorto being handed ov er
toheArmy Componentof the ANC.

q ofprior
ex perience of supply ing to specific
nations/entities , have sometimes
been prescribed as qualifying
criteria,” Gauba said, hi i

department to “ensure full
compliance” of the PPP-MII Order
“in letter and spirit’. “You are also
requested to review the
implementation ofthe order and take

often complained that they are
generally kept out of large
businesses, where foreign vendors
are preferred. For example, in the
telecom ministry's tenders for large

from... Page 01
and thus do not entertain local
suppliers, eventhough they have
low -cost requisite technologies
suitable for our terrain,” a v endor
said, requesting anonymity.

actions so that hereis nodeviaion.”
The PPPMII Order was issued by
the department of promotion of
industry and internal trade (DPIIT)
to encourage ‘Make in India’ and

prajects for mobil

and installing network in the
northeast, leftw ing ex remist (LWE)
areas, and Andaman & Nicobar,
there have been instances of local
companies being denied an

some of the way's by which local
suppliers were being denied an
He said i

promote facturing and
productionofgoads, sewvices,and
works w thin he country toenhance

sF\Zuld “advise all the procuring
entities” under their ministry/

d employ ment. How ev er,
the industry and especially small-
and mid-level companies have

pportunity. "Often the op
who win the tenders work only
with eirforeign v endors toprocure
telecom infrastructure. They are
believed to have business
arrangements with these partners

Telecom andServices
Export Promoion Council (TEPC)
chairman Sandeep Aggarw al said
the criteria of ‘pastex periences’ is
often used to keep domestic
suppliers out. The matter has
previously been flagged by
commerceminister Piy ush Goyal
too who wrote to some of the
ministries, complaining that
domestic industry was often
ignored.

Rajasthan Chief Minister , .

tweeted Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Earier today, MrGehlottook
to Twitter to inform that he will
undergo an angioplasty procedure

atSMS Hospital in Jaipur after he

ex periencedsev ere chestpai.
"Post Covid | was having

hedthissues and sincey eserday |

was having sev ere painin my chest.
Justgot my CT Angiodone inSMS
hospital. Angoplasty wil bedone. |
am happy thatI'm getting it done at

from... Page 01

SMS Hospital. |am fire and wil be
back soon. Your blessings and well
wishes are with me," tweeted the
Raastan Chief Mniskr.

Narayan and members ofy ouths
congress and Shri.Balak rishnan,
GS, auto union INTUC, Anbu

BJP, ..

the press after her appointm entto
the National Mahila Morcha
Executive Committee, she

Unwanted": , .
i oftheruing

C -led UDF and

CPI(M) in the state, Mr Vijayan
said a section of the society is
making deliberate attempts to create

BJPare urginghim bend his silence
as the daily Covid cases have
crossedthe 30,000-mark this w eek.

confusion by criicising
the state's disease

Inthearide tlied"Badal Nay angale
Kooduthal Shakthippeduthum”

strategies. These moves were o
frigger public senti 1

(Alternate Policies to be Further

governmentand create a situafonin
which w here people view the fight
aganstthevirus ightly, he alleged.
The Chief Minister's statement
assumes significance as the

Mr Viyan asked if
Kerala's Covid management is
wrong, henw hich modelshould he
stateadopt. "In Kerala, not asingle
person has died due to a dearth of
oxygen. No onehas been denied

access b healh services or faceda
sitiation of notgetting a hospital bed
during emergencies” Mr Vijayan
said. Defending his point that the
presentciiticisms are unw aned, he
said all the three seroprevalence
surveys conducted in the country
had confirmed thatKerala had the
lowest incidence of the disease.
Wihoutw asting a single dose ofthe
vaccine, Kerala has show cased a
model in inoculafon also, he said
adding thatthe Covidmortality rate

from... Page 01

inthe state is less han 0.5%, which
isonly one-thidof he country's total
deathcount.

The Kerala government on
Thursday facedflak from ifs pdlitical
opponents and public healh ex perts
for its alleged "carelessness” and
"Polish"decisions regardng Cov id-
19management, w hich accordingto
them has led tothe risein cases and
thetest positivity ra ofKeralaw hich
presently accourts for neary 70%
ofthe nationaltotal of daily infecions.

p gratiide totheBJP's
Natonal Presidert, Shri JP Nadda,
National BJP Mahila Morcha

have received the jabs of
COVISHEILD vaccine at this
vaccinafon camp

from... Page 01

President Smi Vanathi Srinivasan,
Shii BLSanhosh, National General
Secretary (Org) for inv esting faith
inher and al he Senior leaders and
workers of local unit of BJP for
their support and wishes.
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Punjab GovernmentAnnounces Minimum

15% Hike In Basic Pay Of Employees

The Punjab government on Thursday
announced fo increase the basic pay of its
employees by a minimum of 15 per centand
restore certain allowances, a move that is
expectd b cost 21,500 croreto theex chequer.

"With this, the total average increase in
salary /pension per employ ee has gone up to ?
1.05lakh perannum,"accordngto agovemment
statement. This is as compared with ? 79,250
per annum earlier that the employees were
getting after the 6th Pay Commission's
recommendafons wereaccepted w th efectfom
July 1, 2021, it added. It had led toa ? 4,700
crore bonanza for the employees.

The latest decision to raise the pay over
and abov e the basic pay as on December 31,
2015, was taken ata Cabinet meeting chaired
by ChiefMinister Amarinder Singh.

He also directed all ministers,
administrative secretaries and heads of
departments to tak b heir respectveemploy ees
for early redressal of their griev ances.

Employees belonging to several

have inst the stete
govermnmentov er certain recommendations of
the Sixth Pay Commission.

"While all reasonable demands of
employees sheuld be resclved blbwmg bday's

nat
should be taken as per rules if the employ ees
continueto agtate. The Chief Miniserappreciaed
the efforts of Cabinet Minister Brahm Mahindra
and others in resolving the grievances ofthe
2.85lakh employees and 3.07 lakhpensioners,
who wil benefitfiom Thursday 's decisions. This
wilcost hegovernmentex chequera btd salary

and pension bill of ? 42,673 crore perannum.
Mr Singh pointed out that all operational
allow ances hav e notonly been refained butdso
doubled in absoluteterms ov er w hat they were
being paid earlier. The Cabinet decision has
restored common allowances, such as fixed
medical allowance, mobile allowance,
conv ey ance alow ance and city compensabry
allowance (CCA), atthe revised rates (2.59 X
0.8) with effectfrom July 1,2021.
TheCabnet dso approv ed treating of non-
ance (NPA) admissil doctors
athe rak of 20 per cent ofrevised basic pay as
pay, wih secretariatpay or employ ees (w orking
in Punjab Civil Secretariat) to be doubled with
effectfrom July, 2021 and also to be treated as
Pay. Government doctors had been agitating
againstrecommendation of the Punjab's Sixth

e M

Pay Commission de-linking non-practicing
allowance from the basic pay.

Employ ees covered under the National
Pension Scheme havenow been given cover
underfamiy pension incase of deah-n-hamess,
itsaid. PomotedListento thelatest songs, only
on JioSaavn.com

The Cabinet also decided that service
rendered during the probation period shall be
counted for the purpose of assured career
progression(ACP), as already being done by
the Departmentof General Administration.

Thedecisions kenby the stak's Cabinet
are based on the recommendations of a
committee of the group of ministers, headed by
Local GovernmentMinister Brahm Mohindra,
to consider the demands of various categories
ofemployees.

Supreme Court To Begin In-Person
Hearings From September 1

Supreme Courtwill switch to hybrid
hearings - both physical and virtual - from
September 1 amid a dip in the COVID-19
cases in the country. As Mondays and
Friday s are admission days, the hearing
will be virtual, sources said, adding, on
restofthe days, the hearing will be both
physicaland virtual. The court is treading
the issue very cautiously and depending
upon the situation it will take a call on
continuing physical hearing on all days,
they said. The Supreme Court had decided
to ex periment with the "hy brid mode" for
the firstin March this y ear, nearly ayear

after phy sical hearings were discontinued
due to the pandemic. It, however, went
back to functioning only in a virtual mode
nearly within a month of switching to the
hy brid mode amid a surge in infections in
the country in April.Meanw hile, the nine
judges, including three women,
recommended by the Supreme Court
Collegium and accepted by the
gov ernment for appointment as judges of
the top court will take oath in the 900-seater
courtauditorium on Tuesday. The oath of
office to the new judges is usually
administered by the Chief Justice in the

courtroom no. 1. However, due to COVID
protocols and to accommodate families of
the nine judges, the swearing-in will take
place at the auditorium in the new building
complex of the top court, the sources said.
PromotedListen to the latestsongs, only
on JioSaavn.com The Supreme Court,
which has 25judges againsta sanctioned
strength of 34, will be leftwith only one
vacancy after the new judges are swomn
in.It is probably the first ime that nine
names have been recommended for the
Supreme Court and all have been
approvedby the government.
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For 3rd Wave: Mamata Banerjee

Bengal is "prepared to tackle the possible third wave" of the
pandemic, and parents of children aged 12 and below are
being prioritised for vaccinations, Mamata Banerjee said.

“'5“':" 2

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Thursday said all teachers inthe statehave
beenv accinated againstcoronavius, a day afer
UrionHeatth Minister Mansukh Mandav iya said
two crore additional doses wilbe made av aiable
across the courtry for them. Ms Banerjee, afer
chairinga meeting of health department officials,
alsosaid that the stateis "prepared to tackle the
possible third w ave” ofthe Covid pandemic,
and parents of children aged 12 and below are

forv Chi
HK Dwiv edi, Transport Minister and chalrman
ofthe Kolkata Municipa Corporation's board of
administrabrs, Fihad Hakim, w ere dsopresent
athe meeing.

Amid concerns that the third wav e might
pose a greater threatto kids, the chief minister
said, "We are frying to prioritise vaccination of
parents ofchildren who are 12 years old and
below.

"Around 10,000 beds hav e been readied
for handling the third wav e. Also, w e have

Amid Punjab
Poll
Speculation,
Actor Sonu Sood
To Meet Arvind
Kejriwal
Tomorrow

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal will
meetactor SonuSood tomorrow in New Delhi,
sources hav e said. The meeting comes amid
speculafonthat either the Boly w ood mov ie star
or his sister may conestthe upcoming Punjab
Assembly pals.

Mr Sood is the brand ambassador for the
Punjab govemments Covid vaccination
programme.

Mr Kejriw d will be meeting the actor inthe
momingtomorrow, sources hav e sad. Besides
his movie fame, Mr Sood is best know n fr the
severd instances of helphe providedto aw hoe
lot of desperate people during the Covid
lockdow n lasty ear and at the peak ofthe second
wave earler his year.

From delivering oxygen cylinders to
hebingthe needy getproper medical attentionto
settingup oxygen plants, Mr Sood was seen
doing itall. ltwas reportedearlier this month that
hehad also ex endedsupport to people affected
by floodin parts of Maharashtra.

Ms Sachar, meanw hile, has been active
with socialwork in the Moga area of Punjab
over the past few months. She was invited in
local functions by various government
deparimens.
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vaccinated 100% of teachers," the chiefminister,
who holds the hedth portfolio said

Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandav iy a had on Wednesday said thatover
two crore additional doses of Covid vaccines
will be distributed among states this month for
vaccinating all school teachers on priority
before Teachers' Day on September5.

The chief minister, while talking to the
reporters, frther said thatex perienced nurses
and those who have put up ex ceptional
performances will be promoted to the postof

"practitioner sisters".

They will have responsibilities "quite
similar to thatof the doctors”, she said

"These nurses can pitch in when there
is a dearth of doctors. The health department
will come out with an official guideline in the
matter," she maintained.

Ms Banerjee stated that quacks in the
state's rural areas will be given adequate
fraining and asked to serve at primary health
centes.

Lauding all healthcare professionals for
their hard work and dedication amid the
pandemic, she said thata 10-acre land will be
alotedby hergovernmentfordoctors and nurses
to build a housing complex .

PromotedListen o the latests ongs, only
on JioSaavn.com

Adecisionhas also beentakento setupa
hostel on Lee Road in Kolkata for the doctors
and nurses of state-run SSKM hospital, she
underlined.

KANIMOZHI

amended accordingly.
connection.

and belief.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I, P. MURUKANANDHAN S/o M. K.
Palani residing at Vill. Ferrar Gunj, PO Ferrar Gunj, under Ferrar Gunj Tehsil,
South Andaman District, Andaman & Nicobar Islands declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrongly written as MURUGANANDHAM and
in my minor son DINESH KUMAR M, aged 17 years in his
School Records, Birth Certificate Registration No. KBK/1613/2004/KBK/0 and
10™ (CBSE) Marks Statement cum Certificate. The actual name of mine and my
wife are P. MURUKANANDHAN and G. KANIMOZHI respectively which may be

It is certified that I have complied with other legal requirements in this

The above said paras are true and correct to the best of my knowledge

DEPONENT

Avoid close contact. Allow a 6 foot distance
between you and other people.

q 6 feet B
) em——)

AVOID

andshakes, Hugs and Large Crowds!

A D

Reduce the spread of the Coronavirus.

et Ak

Govt jobs.

ITBP Recruitment 2021
Apply 65 Constable
Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP Recruitment 2021 | Constable Post | 65 Vacancies | Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply Online @ itbpolice.nic.in ITBP Recruitment 2021:
Tibetan Border Police Force has issued the recruitment nofification for the post
of Constable (General Duty) under Sports Quotain the Sports disciplines. The
ITBP invites both Male & Female candidates for filling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for Group 'C’ posts. These vacancies are not
available for physically challenged persons or ex-serviceman. Eligible Indian
citizens may apply this ITBP sports quota recruitment through online mode
only, another mode of application form will not be accepted. The online
application form starts from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is 02.09.2021. Candidates are requested to fil the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interview/ test After the interview, applicant will be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69, 100. If you want more
details about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITBP constable recruitment, ITBP jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification, selection list, results, meritlist etc. check the official
website. This is the great opportunity for the candidates who are seeking for Central
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Tokyo Paralympics: Rakesh Kumar
finishes third, Vivek Chikara in top-10 in
archery ranking round

Rakesh Kumar shot a career-best 699 points out of a possible
720 to grab the third place in the ranking round of the men's
open section of the Paralympic Games.

Indian compound archer
Rakesh Kumar shot a career-best
699 points outofa possible 720 to
grab the third place in the ranking
round of the men’s open section of
the Paray mpic Games onFriday.
Inthemen’s recurve opencatgory,
2019 Asian Para Championship
winner Vivek Chikara finis hed in
top-10. World No. 11 Kumar, who
wonan ndividualgoldmedad atthe
first world ranking tournament in
Dubai earlier this year, narrowly
missedout hesecondspattolranian
Ramezan Biabaniw ho dso btaled
699 but pacedhigherthan he hdian
forshooing more arows closestto
the centre (X). The Indian shot 53
perfect 10s, including 17 closestto
the centre, while his Iranian rival
had 18 Xs. Another Indian in the
fray, Shy am Sundar Sw amifinished

International Departures

alowly 21stwith682 points. Both
the Indians were seeded straight
inb the second round in the draw of
64. World No. 22 Jyoti Baliyan,
who is the only Indian female
member to have qualified for the
Paraly mpics, secured a 15th place
ranking in the compound open
event.

Ateam silv er medallistat the
AsianPara Championships in2019,
Jyoti shot 671 points. She and
Kumar got sixth ranking in the
compound mixed pair open
category. The duo will open their
campaign against Thailand in the
compound mix edpair openw hich
has a draw of 16. In the men’s

recurve open category, Chikara
finished intop-10 after shooting609
points, ahead of 2018 Para Asian
Games champion Harvinder Singh
who qualifedas 21stseed. Chikara
shot 20 perfect 10s and 2Xs in his
72 arrow's, w hile Singhended with
600 points toslip outof top-20. The
open event combines W2
(Wheelchair 2) and ST (Standing)
classes. Athletes who have an
impairment in the legs and use a
wheelchair or have a balance
impairmentand shoot standing or
resting on a stool can compete in
opencategory. In para archery, the
use of assistive equipment or an
assistantis alow ed depending on
the impairment, w hile a variety of
techniques may be employed,
including pullingthe bowstringw th
the mouth.

No surprises in Igor Stimac’s Indian

squad for

friendlies

India will play two away international friendlies against Nepal
at the Dashrath Stadium, Kathmandu on September 2and5.

Therewere no surprises in he
25-member India team announced
by national head coach Igor Stimac
fortheinernaiona fiiendies against
Nepa even hough he coach named
five new faces inthe camperslist.
Indians travel to Kathmandu and
matches will be played on

Sepember2 and5. Boh havemet |

19 times with India winning 13
games. ATKMohun Baganplayers
— Amrinder Singh, Pritam Kotal,
SubashishBoseand Manvir Singh
— who completed club duties in
Maldiv es will join the team later
Friday w hie FCplayers

play edex hibition matches against
IFX Xland Mohammedan Sporting
winning both by 1-0 and 2-0
margins, respectively. It rained all
throughout the match against

will pin the squad in New Delhi on
Sunday, the eve of the team’s
departure. From August 15, restof
the squadand probables have been
fraining at VYBK in Kolkata. The
lasttime Kolkata hosted a national
campwas 15y ears ago prior tothe
2006 World Cup Qualifier against
Saudi Arabia. On the first day and
lastday ofthecamp, the probables

and the dow npour
was heavy from midway in the
second half. “We can'texpectmuch
after 10 days of preparation. The
legs are still heavy from the load,
and we needto slow down, and
refresh the players,” Stimac told
http://www. the-aiff.com. “I am
happy with the manner our players
performed. They should have
scored afew goals much earlier.

Butit was noteasy under heheavy
dow npour, and a heavyy pitch. The
conditions were challenging. The
boys are all ready for 45 minutes,
and w e need tobe careful going into
the nexttv o games againstNepal.”
Stimac who took his home
team Croata to quarterfinal stage in
the 2014 World Cup added: “We
understand that the ATK Mohun
Baganand BFC plyers will be in
better shape than others for two
matches against Nepal.”
Meanwhile, Nepal head
coach Abdullah Almutairi also
announced a 28-member squad

who are currently in Pokhara for
fraining. Bishal Sunar(goakeeper),
Randip Poudel, BharatKhaw ash,
George Prince Karki, Rajiv
Lopchan, Sanjog Rai, Tridev
Gurung, Rajin Dhimal, Sesehang
Angdembe, and Bikram Lamahave
been leftout of the squad.

The SAFF Championship and
the AF C U-23 Qualifiers are also
scheduled in October apartfrom the
qualifiers for the AFC Asian Cup
China 2023. Defenders: Pritam
Kotal, Chinglensana Singh
Konsham, Mandar Rao Dessai,
Akash Mishra, Rahul Bheke,
Subhasish Bose, Seriton
Fernandes.Midfielders:
Lalengmaw ia, Bipin Singh, Anirudh
Thapa, Sahal Abdul Samad,
Brandon Fernandes, Liston Colaco,
Yasir Mohammad, Glan Martins,
Suresh Singh Wangjam, Jeakson
Singh, Pronay Halder. Forwards:
Manvir Singh, Rahim Ali, Sunil
Chhetri, Farukh Choudhary
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PROTECT THE UB COMMLUNITY—AND YOURSELF

WEAR A FACE MASK:
IT'S REQUIRED

While on campus, you
must wear a properly
fitted face mask that

covers your nose and
mouth with no gaps.
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