
CMY K P B

An Ex cluly  of Wide Range National and Territorial New s RNI-36774/84 | Vol.-37 | Issue - 198 | Port Blair | Saturday  28 August, 2021 | Page - 06 | Rs. 3.00

See... Page 02

Thought for today

See... Page 02

PBMC’s civil works slow down due to
scarcity of construction materials

Port Blair, Aug 27: Scarcity
of construction materials like sand,
dust and cement has led to the
halting of civ il w orks in the Port
Blair Municipal Council. Past tw o
y ears, the Workshop Div ision of

the Municipal Council has not taken
up any  construction activ ities in the
city  due to shortage of construction
mater ia ls .    T he  sc arc i ty   of
construction materials has affected
sev eral municipal projects. Due to

shortage, the Council is unable to
fill up potholes in city  roads.  The
demand for construction materials
doubled after the administration

remov ed lockdow n restrictions in
the construction activ ities and the
civ ic body  had to stop construction
activ ities due to shortage. With

pandemic hitting the islands, there
has been a fall in supply  and of
construction materials which has

MP demands special ferry vessel from
Port Blair to Rangat, Mayabunder and

Diglipur till normal Bus Service
resumes in ATR

Port B lair, Aug 27: On the
issue of land-sl ide near M iddle
Strai t, JPP, M r. Kuldeep R ai
Sharm a,  the M em ber of
Parl iament of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands has requested the
Chief Secretary of Andaman and
Nicobar Administration to operate
a spec ial ferry  from Port Blair to
Rangat, May abunder and Diglipur
till the normal ATR Bus Serv ice
for North and Middle Andaman is
resumed.  Follow ing information

receiv ed from the public of North
and M iddle Andam an,  the
Member of Par liam ent today
m ai led a le tter  to the Chief
Secretary in w hich he mentioned
that a land-slide near Middle Strait
JPP has disrupted the ATR Bus
Serv ice for  North and Middle
Andaman and due to restrictions
on the mov ement of Ex press bus
serv ices many  passengers are
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Vaccine camp by Youth Congress under MP’s direction
Port Bla ir, Aug 27: Under

the guidance and leadership of
the Member of Parliament, Shri
Kuldeep Rai Sharma, the Youth
C ongres s ,  Andam an and
Nicobar Is land organiz ed A
Cov id 19 v accination camp at
Garacharm a Gov t Prim ary
Sc hool  for  the m em ber of
Andaman and Nicobar Auto union
(INTUC) on 27th August 2021 at
11 am for  the w elfare of a ll
members of auto driv ers and their
families. Shri R angalal Halder, 
PCC  Pres ident, Shri .  M as i
lugun, General Secretary  PCC,
Shr i . K Ganes han,  C hief
spokesperson, PCC, Shri John
R ober t Babu,  Ex -Youth
President, Shri Elay araja Alsu, 
y outh congress president w ere
present.  Shri  Shaktiv e l Block.
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Sheela Singh gets appointed to National
Executive Committee of BJP Mahila Morcha

Port Blair, Aug 27:Smti Sheela
Singh, one of the senior most BJP
leaders of A & N Islands, w as
appointed to the National Ex ecutiv e
Comm ittee of M ahila Morc ha
y esterday. The order to this effect
w as  iss ued by  Sm ti Vanath i
Srin iv asan, National President,
Bharatiy a Janata Mahila Morcha,
after obtaining approv al of the BJP’s
National President, Shri J P Nadda.
Sm ti  Sheela Singh, has been
elev ated to National Ex ecutiv e
Committee in rec ognition of her
contribution and hard w ork for growth
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Celebration of women’s equality day

Port Blair, Aug 27: With You
N GO celebrated Wom en’s
Equality  Day  on 26th August
2021 at NGO office, Bambooflat.
Smti Sujata, gy necologist CHC

Bambooflat w as the chief guest on
this occasion. In her address she
appealed to all the ladies to first take
care of their health. Also that w omen
are play ing an equal role in society

and that they  hav e the courage to
face all sorts of challenges in their
life. She w ished the w omen folk
to stay  happy  and blessed. Smti
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Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly in Isles

Por t B l a i r ,  Aug 27:
T he  v ac c ination  dr iv e  is
continu ing s mooth ly  in  A&N
Islands. As per data av ailable,
a to tal of 351095 beneficiar ies
hav e been v accinated so far
in A&N Is lands,  out o f the
target beneficiaries of 2,81,603
(approx .). A total of 3796people

w ere v acc inated y es terday  in
A&N Islands. A total of 136,101
el ig ible people in the age group
of 18 to 44 y ears hav e been
v ac c inated ti ll  dated 26-08-
2021.  3361  benefic iaries were
v acc inated in South Andam an
Dis trict,  out of w hich, 2924 w ere
in the age group of 18-44 y ears.

412  bene fic iar ies  w ere
v ac cinated in North & Middle
Andam an Dis tr ic t,  out o f
w hic h, 350 w ere in the age
group of 18-44 y ears .  In
N ic o bar  Di s tr ic t ,  23
beneficiaries w ere v accinated
out of w hic h, 8 w ere in  the
age group of 18-44 y ears.

 

of Bharatiy a Janata Party  in the A &
N Islands ov er the last about 25
y ears . Sm ti  Sheela Singh is
currently  the State Vice President
and Core Committee member of A

& N Unit of BJP. Before being
elev ated to the current post in the
local unit she has successfully  held
v arious posts in the party. She has
the c redi t o f being e lected as
Counci llor of Por t Blair Municipal
Counci l thrice in a row  and more
importantly  a w oman to achiev e this
feat. Smti Sheela Singh has also
held the Chairpersonship of Port
Blair Municipal Council and has
also been C hai rpers on of
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights in the Islands. Speaking to

No new +ve case found, people
advised to follow CAB

Media
briefing on
COVID-19

Port B lair, Aug 27: No new
positiv e case of COVID-19 has
been detected on Friday. A ll the
passengers, w ho arriv ed here in
flights  y es terday,  had tes ted
negativ e for the infection on re-
testing. Altogether, 635 passengers
arriv ed here in four flights on Friday.
RT-PCR tests w ere conducted on
them and the results w ill be available
tomorrow .  N one of the 208
passengers bound for the North and
Middle Andaman district tes ted

posi tiv e for  the in fec tion at
Ferrargunj today , informed Dr AK
Mondal, Director of ANIIMS. At the
daily  press brie fing, Dr M ondal
inform ed that all  activ e cases of
COVID-19 in these is lands are
undergoing treatment at C OVID
Care facilities in South Andaman
“A total of 160 persons w ere tested
at Mohanpura, 132 at Phoenix Bay
and all  tes ted negativ e for the
infection. 459 doses of COVID-19
v accine w ere adm inistered at

J N R M today  of w hic h 357
beneficiaries w ere in the age-group
of 18-45 y ears ,”  inform ed Mr
Mondal.  More than 3. 51 lakh
beneficiaries hav e been vaccinated
so far in these islands. Ov er 2.47
lakh beneficiaries have receiv ed the
first dose of the v accine and around
1,03,723 beneficiaries hav e been
administered both the doses. More
than 1,36,101 eligible people in the
age group of 18 to 44 y ears hav e

Even if you are sick
and become a pa-
tient,  you must never
lose patience.

Humanitarian approach by Police, saved an
ailing girl from remote locality

Port Blair, Aug 27: On 26th Aug
2021,  at about 7.00 am an
information w as  receiv ed at OP
Kishor i Nagar that a y oung girl,
residing in remote area of K ishori
Nagar is ai ling and her  health

condition is w orsening.  Acting
sw iftly  upon the information the
matter w as immediately  informed
to PHC  Kishori N agar to keep an
ambulance on standby  to shift the
girl. The home guards v olunteers

namely  HG/545 Nav een Roy  and
HG/525 Prav e Sarkar rushed to
the spot and lifted her up to main
road on a locally  made stretcher
w ith the help of family  members,
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Power cuts
Port Bla ir, Aug 27: Due to

emergency  breakdow n repair of 11
KV s w itc hgear  s y s tem s  at
Chatham Pow er Hous e, pow er

supply  w ill remain suspended on
28.08.2021 (Saturday ), from 0800
Hrs . to 1100 Hrs. in the follow ing
area:-

Date Timing Area affected  

28.08.2021 
(Saturday) 

0800 
Hrs.  

1100 
Hrs.  

Shadipur, South Point, MazaarPahad, Machi Line, 
RGT Road, Govt. Press, JNRM College, Chatham 
Mill, Chatham Wharf, IOC, MES Power 
House, Haddo, Haddo Wharf, Foreshore Road and 
upto Civi l Aviation Delanipur. 

 

Victory Flame Reached at Indian
Coast Guard Component

Port B la ir , Aug 27: The
Sw arnim Vijay  Vars h Victory
Flame arriv ed at Port Blair on 03
Aug 21 and w as subsequently
carried from theNorthernmosttip, the
Landfall Islands to the Southernmost

tip, the Indira point of Andaman and
Nicobar group of Islands. A series of
events w ere conducted by theArmy,
Nav y, Air Force and Coast Guard
components under the aegis of
Andaman and Nicobar Command

(AN C), to c ommemorate the
presence of the Victory  Flame on
the Islands. On 27 Aug 21, the
Victory  Flame w as ceremoniously
rec eiv ed by ShriDines h
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India Makes Aatmanirbhar Plans for Palm
Oil, But at Huge Cost to the Environment

New  Delhi, Aug 27:  India,
the w orld’s  largest edible oil
im por ter , is now  looking to
be aatmanirbhar and scale up its
palm oil production. That w ill help
cut dow n its dependency  on top
palm-oil-producing countries like
Indones ia and Malay sia. Last
w eek, the Cabinet approv ed Rs
11,040 crore for  a central ly

sponsored scheme that w ill focus
on inc reasing productiv ity  of oil
s eeds  and o i l  pa lm  in the
N ortheastern region and the
Andam an and Nicobar Islands.
Since the onset of the pandemic,
prices of all edible oils have soared
due to labour shortages in Malaysia
and Indones ia as  w el l as
env ironmental issues that hav e

impacted oil plantations. But the
Centre’s palm oil plans hav e
raised env ironmental concerns.
What are these concerns? Can
palm o i l  produc tion be
sustainable? And w hy  does palm
oil matter so much? R ead on.
What Does India ’s Palm Oil
Mission Propose? Currently, an
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Make in India not followed in spirit, says
cabinet secretary Rajiv Gauba

N ew  Delh i , Aug
2 7 :   C a b i n e t   s e c r e t a r y
Raj iv   Gauba  has   w r i tten  to
secretaries of v arious ministries,
expressing dissatisfaction over the
quantum of local sourc ing and
procurem ent done by  the
gov ernm ent des pi te  Prim e
M inister   N arendra Modi ’s
insistence on ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’

and ‘M ake in Ind ia’ programmes.
Gauba said it w as observ ed that
‘Make in India’ is not being follow ed
in letter and spir it as he di rected
secretaries of key ministries to look
into the issue forthw ith.

“ It has  been observ ed from
the tenders issued by  v arious
procuring entities on CPP/ GeM
(Centra l Publ ic  Procurement/

Gov ernment e-M arketp lace)
portals that PPP-M II (Publ ic
Procurement - Preference to Make
in Ind ia) Order is  not being
implemented in letter and spirit by
some of the organisations,”  Gauba
said in his com munication, top
sources told TOI. The country ’s
top bureaucrat said “ there are

See... Page 02

Rajasthan Chief Minister Has
Heart Surgery, PM Modi Wishes

A "Swift Recovery"
New  Delhi  Aug 27::  Prime

Minister Narendra M odi  today
w ished sw ift recov ery  and good
health to Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot w ho underw ent an
angioplasty  procedure in Jaipur after

he ex perienced sev ere chest pain.
PromotedListen to the latest songs,
only  on JioSaav n.com "Praying for
y our  good heal th  and s w i ft
rec ov ery , As hok  Gehlot J i, "

See... Page 02

"Unwanted": Pinarayi Vijayan
Rejects Criticism Against Kerala's

Covid Management
Thiruv ananthapuram Aug 27:

At a time when Kerala is facing flak
for its allegedly  failing to manage
the Cov id situation amid high test
positiv ity  rates and increased daily
cas es, C hief Minister Pinaray i
Vijay an has rejected the criticism,

calling it "unwanted" and suspected
it as an attempt to undermine
people's support in the state's fight
against the pandemic. In an article
published in the latest edition of the
w eek ly  "C hintha", one of the

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
Learning safely: On schools reopening

The Centre’s move to allocate 2 crore coronavirus vaccine
doses for universal coverage of all teaching and non-teaching
staff in schools by Teachers’ Day (September 5) adds a measure
of confidence that resumption of face-to-face classes from
September is not fraught with high risk. Several States are
preparing to reopen schools, mostly for Class 9 and higher, next
month. Some, including Haryana, Telangana and Gujarat, have
announced that they will allow offline classes even for younger
children. Amidst fears of a third wave of the pandemic,
epidemiologists, academicians and policymakers have been
wrestling with the question of a low-risk trade-off, balancing
protection from the virus with some bridging of the learning
deficit caused by prolonged school closures that are crippling
future prospects of millions of children. It is encouraging that half
of the 97 lakh teachers in the country have already been
immunised, by official estimates, making it feasible to reach the
rest by September 5. The risk of infection to children in schools
remains, however, and must be addressed with utmost
seriousness, particularly with fast-transmitting virus variants
present in all States. This calls for a coherent response that
incorporates the best learnings from epidemiology and
decentralises decision-making to the districts based on local
circumstances. It is, of course, a step forward that a vaccine, the
three-dose ZyCoV-D, has been approved for the 12-18 age group,
but this is to be administered only from October. The reversion
to physical classes will, therefore, have to be carefully calibrated.

Vaccination of children over 12 years of age has been
allowed in some countries, but the pandemic’s course has
remained unpredictable. In Israel, one of the most vaccinated
countries with an estimated 78% coverage of the over-12
population, the Delta variant swiftly caused a spike in infections
as distancing norms, the mask mandate and travel bans were
eliminated. In one instance, an entire class of students was
infected by one unvaccinated child who had been on vacation.
This cautionary tale serves to emphasise the importance of
priority vaccination of children, starting with those who may
have other health conditions, maintaining safety protocols, and
adopting low-cost non-pharmaceutical interventions such as good
classroom ventilation and open-air instruction wherever feasible.
Credentialed studies in the U.S. indicate that these are effective
measures, along with vaccination. It is vitally important for the
Centre to share information on the school reopening experience
with all States and issue alerts in real time to enable decision-
making. An empirical approach will also enable organisations
such as the National Institute of Disaster Management collate
useful insights. Parents must be convinced by transparent official
measures that the health and education prospects of their children
are in safe hands.
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AIR FORCE PLANE WITH 35 EVACUEES FROM
KABUL LANDS IN INDIA

INDIASOURCESDECEMBERTRIALSDOUBT"PALMMEANSCHAIRMAN

PBMC, .. from... Page 01

 Indian Air Force
ai rc raf t C -17
Globem aster,  carry ing
24 India n and 11
Nepalese ev acuees from
Kabul landed at Hindon
Airpor t on T hurs day ,
under Operation Dev i
Shak ti.

"Ind ian Embas sy
and Indian Gov ernm ent
res cued us and brought
us here to Delh i. We are
v ery  thankfu l to them ,"
s aid Shiv a,  a  N epal i
national  am ong the
people w ho w ere

ev acuated from Afghanistan and
brought to Ind ia. Ear lier today,
M inis try  of Ex ternal  Affai rs
Min istry  spokes person Arindam
Bagchi had informed about the
ev acuation fl ight v ia  Tw itter . "Op
Dev i  Sh ak ti  in
action!@IAF_M CC flight w ith  24
Indian and 11 Nepalese ev acuees
from Kabul is on its w ay  to Delhi.
#Dev iShak t i , " Bagc hi
tw eeted.The ev acuation operation
that came against the backdrop of
the Taliban' s takeov er  of the
country  las t w eek is know n as
"Operation Dev i  Shak ti ". This
operation c omes  as  MEA had

GS, auto union INTUC,. , .. from... Page 01

urged al l  Indian nationals  in
Afghanistan requiring assistance
to contact Special Afghanistan Cell

im mediate ly  to mov e out of the
w ar-torn country.

As  many  as 565 people,

including 112 Afghan nationals,
hav e been ev acuated by  Ind ia
from Afghanistan since the Taliban
seized control of the w ar-torn
country, the M inistry  of Ex ternal
Affairs inform ed the floor leaders
of po litical  parties in Parliament
on T hurs day . Ac c ord ing to
sources , the m in istry  shared
details on the recent developments
in Afghanistan w i th floor leaders
of v ar ious  pol itica l parties in
Par l iam ent.  Ex ternal  Affa irs
Minister S Jaishankar briefed the
leaders.Among the 565 ev acuees,
175 w ere embass y  personnel,
263 other  Indian nationals , 112

w ere Afghan nationals
inc luding Hindus  and
Sikhs and 15 w ere th ird-
c ountry  n ationals ,
s ourc es  s a id.
Prom otedListen to the
latest s ongs , only  on
J i o S a a v n . c o m
Afghanistan's situation is
w orsening as  people are
in rush to leav e the nation
after  the Taliban s eiz ed
control  last w eek . On
August 15, the country 's
gov ernment fe ll , soon
after  President Ashraf
Ghani left the nation.

hi t the dev elopm ent pro jects.
 Besides filling up of potholes and
relay ing of roads , the m unicipal
council has a slew  of civ il projects
w hich hav e not been totally  halted.
The w orkforc e in the Municipal
Counc il are si tting idle  w i th no

w ork to perform as all civ il w orks
hav e been stopped completely.
Despi te remov al  of restric tion of
construction activ ities, construction
w ork in the council is happening at
snail’s pace in  the absence of
materials.

Pres ident Garac harm a,  Shr i
Sadev an,  Shr i .  V Lax m i
Naray an and members of y ouths
congress  and Shri.Balak rishnan,
GS, auto union IN TU C, Anbu

General Secretary  auto union were
present.  Altogether,  150  people
hav e rec eiv ed the jabs  of
C OVISHEILD v ac c ine at this
v accination camp

been v accinated till date. A total of
480928 s amples hav e been sent
for  tes ts  at the des ignated
laboratories of w hich reports of
480928 have been receiv ed taking
the rate of testing to 1202320 per

million. The administration is taking
all necessary  steps to contain the
spread of the disease and people
are requested to fol low  COVID
Appropriate Behav iour, the media
w as informed.

COVID, .. from... Page 01

thereafter she w as took  in an
ambulance and shifted to PHC
Kishori Nagar. The girl w as further
referred to CHC Diglipur and she is

under observ ation.  Prompt action
by  the local pol ice show s their
humanitarian approach and sav ed
the life of a y oung girl.

Humanitarian, .. from... Page 01

stranded on both sides of ATR. In
this regard, Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma
reques ted the Chief Sec retary
operate a special  ferry  from Port
Blair to  Rangat, May abunder and
Diglipur so that those w ho are in
urgent need of travelling to Port Blair
or Nor th and Middle Andaman for

medical and other reasons, can do
so.

T he MP m entioned that
presently  only  small v ehicles are
allow ed to trav el across the ATR
but not all Islander can afford to book
priv ate v ehicles to reach Port Blair
or N&M Andaman.

ATR .. from... Page 01

Sadna Lall, social worker ex horted
the w omen to come forw ard for the
betterment of their community  and
enc ouraged them  to be se lf-
dependent by  using their s kills.
Earlier Miss V. K. Mariy am  bibi,

President welcomed the chief guest
by  presenting her a bouquet and
talked about the im portance of
celebrating this  day . A c ultural
program w as also organized by  the
NGO to mark this occasion.

Miss V. K. Mariyam bibi .. from... Page 01

Rajaputhran, Tatraks hakMedal,
Inspector General, Coast Guard
Region,Andaman and Nicobar
(A&N ) a long w i th Dis tr ic t
Commander, Commanding Officers,
officers and men at Port Blair. The
Victory Flame was placed at the main
m as t of C oast Guard Dis tr ic t
Headquar ters (CGDHQ) -  14
Parade Ground, w hereIndian Coast
Guard personnel paid homage to
marty rs of the 1971 Indo-Pak w ar.

Thereafter, the Victory  flame w as
taken to Coast Guard Jetty, Regional
Headquarters (A&N) and Coast
Guard Res identia l  Area
(TatrakshakVihar) w herein personnel
and families paid their tribute to the
brav e marty rs w ho had laid dow n
their liv es the serv ice of the Nation.
Finally  the Victory  flame was taken
to the premises of Coast Guard Air
Enclav e prior to being handed ov er
totheArmy Componentof the ANC.

Coast Guard .. from... Page 01

the press after her appointm ent to
the N ational  M ahila  M orcha
Ex ec utiv e C om m ittee,  s he
expressed her gratitude to the BJP’s
National President, Shri JP Nadda,
N ational BJ P Mahi la  M orcha

President Smti Vanathi Srinivasan,
Shri BL Santhosh, National General
Secretary  (Org) for inv esting faith
in her and all the Senior leaders and
w orkers of local unit of BJ P  for
their support and w ishes.

BJP, .. from... Page 01

area of 3. 70 lak h hectares is
reportedly  under oil palm cultiv ation
in the country. But the palm oil
mis sion proposes  to c ov er  an
additional area of 6.5 lakh hectares
by  2025-26 to increase crude palm
oil (C PO) production to 11. 2 lakh
tonnes by  2025-26 and up to 28
lakh tonnes by  2029-30. While this
can be promising for consumers,
the Centre is a ls o look ing to
encourage oil palm farmers by
ass isting them  w i th planting
materials, and g iv ing them  price
assurances in the form of v iability
pap funding.  Under this pricing
mechanism, the gov ernment said
that ‘for the first time’ it w ill  giv e a
price assurance to the oil  palm
farmers for their fresh fruit bunches
(FFBs)  w hich is w hat palm oil is
ex tracted from. This w ould protect
farm ers  from  the fluc tuating
international C PO prices w hich
determines FBB prices. What Are
The Env ironmental Concerns With
India’s Palm Oil Mission? Palm oil
plantations are best suited in tropical
areas w hich are rich in biodiversity.
Hence, one of the biggest concerns
w ith boosting palm oil y ield is that
w ith unsustainable practices, these
oil plantations often tend to replace
tropical forest cov ers. That is also
the concern w ith planning palm oil
production in the Northeastern region
of India w hich is easily  one of the
biodiv ersity - rich regions of the
country. This w ill not only  threaten
the local species of flora and fauna
but a ls o im pac t the loc al
communities w ho depend on forests
for their liv es and liv elihoods.
“Moreov er, i t is a huge w ater
guzzler”, says Mayank Aggarwal,
Contributing Edi tor at Mongabay
India, a nonprofit env ironment and
conserv ation new s platform. Since
these plantations also need a lot of
w ater, w herev er there are concerns

of dipping ground w ater lev els,
growing such a w ater-intensiv e crop
w ill only  add to the w ater scarcity.

“ India as  a country  has
millions of smal l farmers w hich
means  small land holdings . For
palm oil crops to fructify, y ou need
huge areas of landholdings. Hence,
a lot of companies are likely  to hav e
contracts w ith farmers for palm oil
plantations and that is one area of
concern giv en the fact that farmers
often feel  that corporates  don’t
respect their rights. Also, the crop
has a long gestation period w hich
lead to farmers incurring losses.”

M ay ank  Aggarw al ,
Contributing Edi tor at Mongabay
India

Although the Centre ’s plan
includes encouraging farmers, they
may  stil l fac e problem s in the
foreseeable future.

“ In India, farmers are largely
earn their liv elihoods on a crop-to-
crop basis, so palm oil cultiv ation
can prov e to be a big proposition for
loss for farmers. In fact, w hen w e
spoke to farmers about this, a lot of
them who had invested in palm oil
told us that they  rev erted to  their
usual crop cultiv ation after facing
losses,”  Aggarw al said.

A repor t on T he Indian
Ex press hav e also pointed out that
the plan w as approv ed despite
reservations from the Indian Council
of Forestry  Research & Education,
an institute under the Env ironment
Ministry, w hich had said that w ithout
detailed studies on its ecological
im pac t, production of oil  pa lm
“should be av oided”  in areas rich in
biodiversity.

In its turn, the Centre had
justified that in  2018, the Indian
Institute of Oil Palm Research had
al ready  prepared a repor t on
w hether  Andaman and Nicobar
Islands w ere feas ible for pa lm oil

productions.
But the Centre may  hav e to

face some legal hurdles y et, since
in 2002, the Supreme Cour t had
ordered the “phasing out”  o f
“commercial plantations on forest
land” .

The apex  court had said,
“ T here s hould be no

ex pans ion of m onoc ul ture or
commercial plantations on forest
land. The ex isting plantations of oil
palm, rubber and teak are reportedly
no longer v iable and should be
phased out.”

Why  Palm Oil M atters  So
Much

Historical ev idence suggests
that humans hav e been using palm
oil from as far back as 5,000 y ears
– and this crop w as introduced to
Malay sia and Indonesia from Africa
by  British colonialists.

Compared to other o ilseed
crops, palm oil pa lm cultiv ation is
more profitab le becaus e it can
produce up to 10 to 46 times more
oil per hectare, w hile the rest hav e
a y ield of around 4 tonnes o il per
hectares.

Given its affordability, palm oil
has become a big source of cooking
oil in developing countries like India,
but it’s also present in pretty  much
ev ery thing else.

In  fact,  it is  practica lly  a
ubiquitous ingredient as it is found
in a w ide range of dai ly -use
produc ts, like soaps, detergents,
cosm etics, snacks,  ice-cream,
candies — you name it.

But the high demand for palm
oil is  directly  connected to large-
scale deforestation and ecological
destructions.

Oil plantations in M alay sia
and Indonesia, w hich now account
for 85 percent of the w or ld’s palm
oil production, hav e depleted entire
chunks of rainforest covers, which

in turn has critically  endangered
w ildlife.

Wi th mos t of their  natural
habi ta ts  now  lost to palm  o il
ex pansion, orangutang, Sumatran
elephants,  Bornean Py gm y
elephants, Sumatran rhinos and
Sumatran tigers are only  some of
the species w hich hav e been
pushed to the brink of ex tinction.

Al though the w or ld  of
c ons um ers rem ain largely
unbothered by  the ecological cost
of th is all-perv asiv e ingredient,
environmental ex perts are try ing to
push the conv ersation tow ards
looking for sustainable methods of
cultiv ating palm oil.

Can Palm Oil Produc tion Be
Sustainable?

T he w or ld ’s  larges t
ass ociation for eth ical palm oil
produc tion,  R oundtable on
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), has
come up w ith a set of env ironmental
and social criter ia that companies
must com ply  w i th in order to
produced certified sustainable palm
oil.

A few  of the criteria include
that no primary  forests or  areas
w hich are rich in  biodiv ersi ty, or
fragile ecosy stems, or areas w hich
are fundamental to meeting basic or
traditional cultural needs of local
communities (high conserv ation
v alue areas), can be cleared.

Howev er, many  ex perts and
activ ists hav e found the R SPO’s
requi rements  to  be gross ly
insufficient.

It w as only  in 2018, that the
RSPO introduced a ban on cutting
dow n forests or conv erting peatlands
for oil palm plantations.

But w ith India being the biggest
importer of palm oil, many  believ e
that India should be leading the
conv ersation on sustainable palm
oil production.

India Makes,. , .. from... Page 01

instances” w here the prov isions of
the PPP-MII Order, 2017, hav e not
ev en been incorporated in tenders.
“Ex cessiv e turnov er, requirement
of spec i fic  brands /  m ak es ,
requirement of foreign certification,
requirement of unreasonable prior
experience, and requirement of prior
ex perience of supply ing to specific
nations/entities , hav e sometimes
been prescr ibed as  quali fy ing
criteria, ”  Gauba said, highlighting
some of the w ay s by  w hich local
suppl iers w ere being denied an
opportunity. He said that secretaries
should “adv ise a ll the procuring
enti ties”  under thei r min is try /

depar tm ent to  “ ens ure fu l l
compliance”  of the PPP-MII Order
“ in letter and spir it” . “You are also
reques ted to rev iew  the
implementation of the order and take
all necessary  measures/correction
actions so that there is no deviation.”
The PPPMII Order w as issued by
the department of prom otion of
industry  and internal trade (DPIIT)
to enc ourage ‘Make in India’ and
prom ote manufactur ing and
production of goods, serv ices, and
w orks w ithin the country to enhance
income and employ ment. How ev er,
the industry  and especially  small-
and mid-lev el companies hav e

often complained that they  are
genera l ly  k ept out o f large
businesses, where foreign vendors
are preferred. For ex ample, in the
telecom ministry ’s tenders for large
projects for mobile communications
and ins ta ll ing netw ork  in the
northeast, left-w ing ex tremist (LWE)
areas, and Andaman & Nicobar,
there have been instances of local
c om panies being denied an
opportunity. ”Often the operators
w ho w in the tenders w ork only
w ith their foreign v endors to procure
telecom infrastructure. They  are
bel iev ed to hav e busines s
arrangements w ith these partners

and thus  do not enterta in local
suppliers, ev en though they  hav e
low -cost requisite  technologies
suitable for our terra in,”  a v endor
s aid, requesting anony m i ty .
Telecom Equipment and Serv ices
Ex port Promotion Council (TEPC)
chairman Sandeep Aggarw al said
the criteria of ‘past ex periences’ is
often used to keep dom es tic
suppl iers out. T he matter has
prev iously  been flagged by
commerce minister Piy ush Goy al
too w ho w rote to  some of the
m inis tries ,  c om pla in ing that
dom es tic indus try  w as often
ignored.

Make in India , .. from... Page 01

tw eeted Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Earlier today, Mr Gehlot took
to Tw i tter to inform that he w ill
undergo an angioplasty  procedure

at SMS Hospital in Jaipur after he
ex perienced sev ere chest pain.

"Post Cov id I w as hav ing
health issues and since y esterday  I

was having sev ere pain in my  chest.
Just got my  CT Angio done in SMS
hospital. Angioplasty  w ill be done. I
am happy  that I'm getting it done at

SMS Hospital. I am fine and w ill be
back soon. Your blessings and well
w ishes are w ith me," tw eeted the
Rajasthan Chief Minister.

Rajasthan Chief Minister , .. from... Page 01

mouthpiece publications of the ruling
CPI(M) in the state, Mr Vi jay an
said a section of the society  is
making deliberate attempts to create
confusion among people by  criticising
the state's disease management
strategies.These mov es w ere to
trigger public sentiments against the
gov ernment and create a situation in
w hich w here people v iew  the fight
against the v irus lightly, he alleged.
The Chief M inis ter' s statem ent
ass um es  s igni fic ance as the

opposition Congress-led UDF and
BJP are urging him to end his silence
as the daily  Cov id cases hav e
crossed the 30,000-mark this w eek.
In the article titled "Badal Nay angale
Kooduthal Shakthippeduthum"
(Alternate Policies to be Further
Strengthened), Mr Vijay an asked if
Kerala's Cov id management is
w rong, then w hich model should the
state adopt. "In Kerala, not a single
person has died due to a dearth of
ox y gen. No one has been denied

access to health services or faced a
situation of not getting a hospital bed
during emergencies" Mr Vijay an
said. Defending his point that the
present criticisms are unw anted, he
said all the three seroprev alence
surv ey s conducted in the country
had confirmed that Kerala had the
low est incidence of the disease.
Without w asting a single dose of the
v accine, Kerala has show cased a
model in inoculation also, he said
adding that the Cov id mortality rate

in the state is less than 0.5%, w hich
is only  one-third of the country 's total
death count.

The Kerala gov ernment on
Thursday  faced flak from its political
opponents and public health ex perts
for its alleged "carelessness" and
"foolish" decisions regarding Cov id-
19 management, w hich according to
them has led to the rise in cases and
the test positiv ity  rate of Kerala w hich
presently  accounts for nearly  70%
of the national total of daily infections.

"Unwanted": , .. from... Page 01



CMY K P B

05  28.08.2021     Saturday      Port Blair The  Andaman  Express

ITBP Recruitment 2021,
Apply 65 Constable

Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP  Recruitment 2021 | C onstable P ost |  65 Vacancies |  Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply  Online @ itbpolice.nic. in ITB P Recruitment 2021: Indo-
Tibetan B order P olice Force has issued the recruitment notification for the post
of C onstable (General Duty) under Sports Quota in the S ports disciplines.  The
ITBP  inv ites both Male & Female candidates for fil ling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for G roup ’C ’ posts.  These v acancies are not
av ailable for phys ically  challenged persons or ex-serv iceman. Eligible Indian
c itizens may  apply  this  ITB P  sports quota recruitment through online mode
only ,  another mode of application form w il l  not be accepted.  The online
application form starts  from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is  02.09.2021.  Candidates are requested to fill  the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will  not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interv iew/ test. After the interv iew,  applicant w ill be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69,100. If you want more
details  about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITB P constable recruitment, ITB P jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification,  selection list, results, merit list etc . check the official
website.  This is the great opportunity  for the candidates who are seeking for Central
Govt jobs.

SAVE WATER

SAVE EARTH

Punjab Government Announces Minimum
15% Hike In Basic Pay Of Employees

 The Punjab gov ernment on Thursday
announced to inc rease the basic pay  of its
employ ees by  a minimum of 15 per c ent and
restore certain allow ances , a mov e that is
expected to cost ? 1,500 crore to the ex chequer.

"With this, the total av erage increase in
salary /pension per employ ee has gone up to ?
1.05 lakh per annum," according to a gov ernment
statement. This is as compared w ith ? 79,250
per annum earlier that the employ ees  w ere
getting after the 6th Pay  Comm is sion 's
recommendations were accepted w ith effect from
July  1, 2021, it added. It had led to a ? 4,700
crore bonanza for the employees.

The latest decision to raise the pay  ov er
and abov e the basic pay  as on December 31,
2015, w as taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired
by  Chief Minister Amarinder Singh.

He als o d i rec ted a ll  m in is ters ,
administrativ e s ec retar ies and heads of
departments to talk to their respectiv e employ ees
for early  redressal of their griev ances.

Em ploy ees belonging to s ev era l
departments have been agitating against the state
gov ernment ov er certain recommendations of
the Six th Pay  Commission.

"Whi le  al l reas onable dem ands  of
employees should be resolved follow ing today's
announcements," he made it clear that strict action
should be taken as per rules if the employ ees
continue to agitate. The Chief Minister appreciated
the efforts of Cabinet Minister Brahm Mahindra
and others in res olv ing the griev ances of the
2.85 lakh employees and 3.07 lakh pensioners,
w ho w ill benefit from Thursday 's decisions. This
w ill cost the government ex chequer a total salary

and pension bill of ? 42,673 crore per annum.
Mr Singh pointed out that all operational

allow ances hav e not only  been retained but also
doubled in absolute terms ov er w hat they  w ere
being paid earlier. The Cabinet decision has
restored common allow ances , such as fix ed
m edic al al low anc e,  m obi le  al low ance,
conv ey ance allow ance and city compensatory
allow ance (CCA), at the rev ised rates (2.59 X
0.8) with effect from July  1, 2021.

The Cabinet also approv ed treating of non-
practicing allow ance (NPA) admissible to doctors
at the rate of 20 per cent of rev ised basic pay  as
pay, w ith secretariat pay  for employ ees (w orking
in Punjab Civ il Secretariat) to be doubled w ith
effect from July, 2021 and also to be treated as
Pay. Gov ernment doctors had been agi tating
against recommendation of the Punjab's Six th

Pay  Com mission de-linking non-practicing
allowance from the basic pay.

Employ ees cov ered under the National
Pension Scheme hav e now  been giv en cov er
under family  pension in case of death-in-harness,
it said. PromotedListen to the latest songs, only
on JioSaav n.com

The Cabinet also decided that s erv ice
rendered during the probation period shall be
counted for the purpose of assured c areer
progression (ACP), as already  being done by
the Department of General Administration.

The decisions taken by  the state's Cabinet
are based on the rec ommendations of a
committee of the group of ministers, headed by
Local Gov ernment Minister Brahm Mohindra,
to consider the demands of various categories
of employees.

All Teachers Vaccinated, Bengal Prepared
For 3rd Wave: Mamata Banerjee

Bengal is "prepared to tackle the possible third wave" of the
pandemic, and parents of children aged 12 and below are
being prioritised for vaccinations, Mamata Banerjee said.

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Thursday  said all teachers in the state hav e
been v accinated against coronav irus, a day  after
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandav iya said
two crore additional doses w ill be made av ailable
across the country  for them. Ms Banerjee, after
chairing a meeting of health department officials,
also said that the state is "prepared to tackle the
possib le third w av e" of the Cov id pandemic,
and parents of children aged 12 and below  are
being prioritised for v accinations.Chief Secretary
HK Dw iv edi, Transport Minister and chairman
of the Kolkata Municipal Corporation's board of
administrators, Firhad Hakim, w ere also present
at the meeting.

Amid concerns that the third w av e might
pose a greater threat to kids, the chief minister
said, "We are try ing to prioritise v accination of
parents of children w ho are 12 y ears o ld and
below.

"Around 10,000 beds hav e been readied
for handling the third w av e. Also, w e hav e

v accinated 100% of teachers," the chief minister,
w ho holds the health portfolio said

U nion Heal th  Min is ter  M ansuk h
Mandav iy a had on Wednesday  said that ov er
tw o crore additional doses of Cov id v accines
w ill be distributed among states this month for
v accinating all  sc hool  teachers  on priori ty
before Teac hers' Day  on September 5.

The chief min ister, w hile talking to the
reporters, further said that ex perienced nurses
and those w ho hav e put up ex ceptional
performances w ill be promoted to the pos t of

"practitioner sisters".
They  w ill  hav e respons ibil ities "qui te

sim ilar to that of the doctors", s he said.
"These nurses  can p itch in w hen there

is a dearth of doctors.  The health depar tment
w il l com e out w ith  an officia l guideline in the
matter," she maintained.

Ms  Banerjee stated that quac ks in the
state 's rura l areas w ill  be giv en adequate
training and asked to serv e at primary  health
centres.

Lauding al l healthcare profess ionals  for
their  hard w ork  and dedication amid the
pandemic, she said that a 10-acre land w ill be
allotted by  her government for doctors and nurses
to build a housing complex .

PromotedListen to the latest s ongs, only
on JioSaav n.com

A decision has also been taken to set up a
hostel  on Lee Road in Kolkata for the doctors
and nurses of state-run SSKM hospita l, she
underlined.

Amid Punjab
Poll

Speculation,
Actor Sonu Sood
To Meet Arvind

Kejriwal
Tomorrow

Delhi Chief Minister Arv ind Kejriw al  w ill
meet actor Sonu Sood tomorrow  in New  Delhi,
sources hav e said. The meeting comes amid
speculation that either the Bolly w ood mov ie star
or his sister may  contest the upcoming Punjab
Assembly  polls.

Mr Sood is the brand ambassador for the
Punjab gov ernment's  C ov id v acc ination
programme.

Mr Kejriw al w ill be meeting the actor in the
morning tomorrow, sources hav e said. Besides
his mov ie fame, Mr Sood is best know n for the
sev eral instances of help he prov ided to a w hole
lot of desperate people dur ing the Cov id
lockdow n last y ear and at the peak of the second
w ave earlier this y ear.

From  deliv ering ox y gen c y linders to
helping the needy get proper medical attention to
setting up ox y gen plants, Mr Sood w as seen
doing it all. It w as reported earlier this month that
he had also ex tended support to people affected
by  flood in parts of Maharashtra.

Ms Sachar, meanw hile, has been activ e
w ith s ocial w ork  in the Moga area of Punjab
ov er the past few  months. She w as inv ited in
loc al  functions  by  v ar ious  gov ernm ent
departments.

Supreme Court To Begin In-Person
Hearings From September 1

Supreme C ourt w il l  s w i tc h to  hy brid
hear ings -  both phy s ica l and v i rtual  - from
September 1 am id a dip in the C OVID-19
c as es in  the c ountry . As  Monday s  and
Fr iday s are admiss ion day s , the hear ing
w il l be v i r tual ,  s ources s aid,  adding,  on
res t o f the day s,  the hearing w i ll  be both
phy s ica l and v i rtual . T he court is treading
the is sue v ery  c autiously  and depending
upon the si tuation i t w i ll  take a c al l  on
c ontinuing phy s ic a l hearing on a ll  day s ,
they  sa id. The Supreme C ourt had decided
to ex per im ent w i th the "hy br id  m ode" for
the fi rs t in  M arch this  y ear,  nearly  a y ear

after phy sic al  hear ings w ere dis continued
due to the pandem ic.  It,  how ev er , w ent
back  to func tion ing only  in a v i rtua l mode
nearly  w ithin a m onth of s w itch ing to the
hy br id  m ode am id a surge in  infec tions in
the country  in  Apr il .M eanw hi le,  the n ine
ju dg es ,  i nc lud in g t hr ee  w o m e n,
recom m ended by  the Suprem e C our t
C o l l eg i um  an d a c c ept ed  by  t he
gov ernm ent for  appointm ent as  judges  of
the top court w il l take oath in the 900-seater
cour t audi torium  on Tues day.  T he oath of
offic e to  the new  judges  is  us ual ly
adm inistered by  the Chief Jus tic e in  the

court room no.  1.  How ev er , due to COVID
protocols  and to ac commodate fami lies of
the nine judges , the s w earing-in w il l take
place at the auditorium in the new  bui lding
complex  of the top court,  the sources  said.
PromotedListen to the la test s ongs,  only
on J ioSaav n. c om  T he Supreme Court,
w hich has 25 judges agains t a  sanctioned
s trength of 34,  w il l  be left w i th  only  one
v acanc y  after the new  judges  are s w orn
in. It is  probably  the first tim e that n ine
nam es  hav e been rec om m ended for the
Supr em e C o ur t an d a l l  hav e b een
approv ed by  the gov ernm ent.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
It is for general information that I, P. MURUKANANDHAN S/o M. K. 

Palani residing at Vill. Ferrar Gunj, PO Ferrar Gunj, under Ferrar Gunj Tehsil, 
South Andaman District, Andaman & Nicobar Islands declare that name of 
mine and my wife has been wrongly written as MURUGANANDHAM and 
KANIMOZHI  in my minor son DINESH KUMAR M, aged 17 years in his 
School Records, Birth Certificate Registration No. KBK/1613/2004/KBK/0 and 
10th (CBSE) Marks Statement cum Certificate. The actual name of mine and my 
wife are P. MURUKANANDHAN and G. KANIMOZHI respectively which may be 
amended accordingly.  
It is certified that I have complied with other legal requirements in this 
connection. 

The above said paras are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

DEPONENT
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OPEN SECRETTokyo Paralympics: Rakesh Kumar
finishes third, Vivek Chikara in top-10 in

archery ranking round
Rakesh Kumar shot a career-best 699 points out of a possible
720 to grab the third place in the ranking round of the men's

open section of the Paralympic Games.
Ind ian c om pound arc her

Rakesh Kumar shot a career-best
699 points out of a possible 720 to
grab the third place in the ranking
round of the men’s open section of
the Paraly mpic Games on Friday.
In the men’s recurve open category,
2019 As ian Para Championship
w inner  Viv ek Chikara finis hed in
top-10. World No. 11 Kumar, w ho
w on an indiv idual gold medal at the
first w orld ranking tournam ent in
Dubai earlier this y ear, narrow ly
missed out the second spot to Iranian
Ramezan Biabani w ho also totalled
699 but placed higher than the Indian
for shooting more arrow s closest to
the centre (X). The Indian shot 53
perfect 10s, including 17 closest to
the centre, w hile his Iranian riv al
had 18 Xs. Another Indian in the
fray, Shy am Sundar Sw ami finished

a low ly  21st w ith 682 points. Both
the Indians w ere seeded straight
into the second round in the draw of
64. World No. 22 Jy oti Bal iy an,
w ho is the only  Indian fem ale
member to hav e qualified for the
Paraly mpics, secured a 15th place
ranking in the compound open
event.

A team silv er medallist at the
Asian Para Championships in 2019,
Jy oti  shot 671 points. She and
Kumar got s ix th ranking in  the
c om pound mix ed pair  open
category. The duo w ill open their
campaign against Thailand in the
compound mix ed pair open w hich
has a draw  of 16. In the men’s

recurv e open category, Chikara
finished in top-10 after shooting 609
points , ahead of 2018 Para Asian
Games champion Harv inder Singh
w ho qualified as 21st seed. Chikara
shot 20 perfect 10s and 2 Xs in his
72 arrow s, w hile Singh ended w ith
600 points to slip out of top-20. The
open ev ent c om bines  W2
(Wheelchair 2) and ST (Standing)
classes.  Athletes w ho hav e an
impairment in the legs and use a
w heelchair or hav e a balance
impairment and shoot standing or
resting on a stool can compete in
open category. In para archery, the
use of assistiv e equipment or an
assistant is allow ed depending on
the impairment, w hile a v ariety  of
techniques  may  be employ ed,
including pulling the bowstring w ith
the mouth.

No surprises in Igor Stimac’s Indian
squad for friendlies

India will play two away international friendlies against Nepal
at the Dashrath Stadium, Kathmandu on September 2 and 5.

There w ere no surprises in the
25-member India team announced
by  national head coach Igor Stimac
for the international friendlies against
Nepal ev en though the coach named
fiv e new  faces in the campers list.
Indians trav el to Kathmandu and
m atc hes  w i l l  be p lay ed on
September 2 and 5. Both hav e met
19 times w ith India w inning 13
games. ATK Mohun Bagan players
– Amrinder Singh, Pritam Kotal,
Subashish Bose and Manv ir Singh
— w ho completed club duties in
Maldiv es w ill join the team  later
Friday w hile Bengaluru FC players
w ill join the squad in New  Delhi on
Sunday, the ev e of the team’s
departure. From August 15, rest of
the squad and probables have been
training at VYBK in Kolkata. The
last time Kolkata hosted a national
camp w as 15 y ears ago prior to the
2006 World Cup Qualifier against
Saudi Arabia. On the first day  and
last day  of the camp, the probables

play ed ex hibition matches against
IFX XI and Mohammedan Sporting
w inning both by  1-0 and 2-0
margins, respectively. It rained all
throughout the m atch against
Mohammedans, and the dow npour
w as heav y  from midw ay  in the
second half. “We can’t expect much
after 10 day s of preparation. The
legs are still heav y  from the load,
and w e need to slow  dow n, and
refres h the play ers,”  Stimac told
http:// w w w . the-aiff.com . “ I am
happy  w ith the manner our players
performed.  They  s hould hav e
scored a few  goals much earlier.

But it was not easy  under the heav y
dow npour, and a heav y  pitch. The
conditions w ere challenging. The
boy s are all ready  for 45 minutes,
and w e need to be careful going into
the nex t tw o games against Nepal.”

Stimac  w ho took his home
team Croatia to quarterfinal stage in
the 2014 World Cup added: “We
understand that the AT K Mohun
Bagan and BFC play ers w ill be in
better  shape than others for tw o
matches against Nepal.”

M eanw hi le , N epal head
coach Abdul lah Alm uta iri  also
announc ed a 28-member squad

w ho are currently  in Pokhara for
training. Bishal Sunar (goalkeeper),
Randip Poudel, Bharat Khaw ash,
George Pr inc e Kark i,  R aj iv
Lopc han, Sanjog Rai, Tr idev
Gurung, Rajin Dhimal, Sesehang
Angdembe, and Bikram Lama hav e
been left out of the squad.

The SAFF Championship and
the AF C U-23 Qualifiers are also
scheduled in October apart from the
qualifiers for the AFC Asian Cup
China 2023.  Defenders: Pr itam
Kota l ,  C hinglens ana Singh
Konsham , Mandar Rao Dessai,
Ak as h Mishra,  R ahul Bhek e,
Subhas is h Bos e,  Seri ton
F e r n a n d e s . M i d f i e l d e r s :
Lalengmaw ia, Bipin Singh, Anirudh
T hapa, Sahal  Abdul Sam ad,
Brandon Fernandes, Liston Colaco,
Yasir Mohammad, Glan M artins,
Suresh Singh Wangjam, Jeakson
Singh, Pronay  Halder. Forw ards:
Manv i r Singh, R ahim Ali, Sunil
Chhetri, Farukh Choudhary


