
CMY K P B

An Ex cluly  of Wide Range National and Territorial New s RNI-36774/84 | Vol.-38 | Issue - 016 | Port Blair | Tuesday  18 January, 2022 | Page - 06 | Rs. 3.00

Thought for today

A disciplined mind
means a Peaceful

and Happy one and
never gets
disturbed.

Allow weddings with capping
attendance to 50 Person

Port Blair, Jan 17: January
to March is the marriage s eason
as islanders mostly  prefer getting
married in these months . People
also prefer marriage during these
m onths  due to the pleas ant
w eather conditions as  this time
of the y ear has a specia l charm.
Acc ord ingly , in  order to get
married during these months of
the y ear,  people in  the is lands
book  the m arriage hal ls in

adv ance by  pay ing hefty  fees.
How ev er, the third w av e of Cov id
pandemic  has created a lot of
di fficulties  for the people.  Many
hav e to postpone or c ancel the
marr iage p lans due to C ov id
restrictions . While  most of the
w eddings  that w ere to be held
dur ing th is time of the y ear hav e
been postponed to the later part of
the y ear, islanders are pleading the
administration for giv e relax ation

for marriage w ith reduced capacity
so that those couples w ho hav e
fix ed to tie the k not in th is month
can do so w ith reduced capacity  of
people attending the marriage. Amid
Covid surge, the administration has
put res tr ic tions  on v ar ious
activ ities, including w eddings and
social  gatherings . But w ith  Cov id
positiv e case w itnessing a dip on
a dai ly  basis  now ,  the
administration can allow  w eddings

w ith a max imum of 50 people so
that people can w ed in  closed
space, without disturbing others.
Hundreds of people in the islands
hav e booked the marriage halls
and are now  uncertain w hether
to go ahead or  postpone the
marriage. They  are now  looking
forw ard to the adm inistration
hoping that the restrictions will be
eased and they  can tie the knot
soon.

CS directs to conduct raid in
Haddo, Junglighat on utilization

of shore power provided by
ALHW to private ships

See... Page 02

    Port Blair, Jan 17:   The
Chief Secretary, Andaman &
Nicobar Administration, Shri
Jitendra Narain today  directed a
team of Port Management Board,
Electricity  Department and DSS
officials  to conduct a raid in
Haddo and Junglighat areas on
the utilisation of shore pow er
prov ided by  ALHW to priv ate
ships. The raid w as conducted
after it w as informed that certain

officials of ALHW w orking in the port
in connivance w ith the ship ow ners
w ere tampering w ith the electricity
meters  installed and thus,  w ere
enabling the private ship ow ners from
pay ing lesser amounts as electricity
b i lls  than w hat w as  being
consum ed.During the raid, it w as
noticed that there w ere m ajor
discrepancies in prov ision of shore
supply connections to private ships.
The matter had come to the notice of

the foreman of PMB w ho saw
that the meters installed for the
ships of one par ticular pr iv ate
ow ner were not readable and the
data w as  missing. Further, the
meters w ere installed by  the
priv ate ship ow ners themself. It
w as noticed that in Phoenix  Bay,
some of the energy  m eters
prov ided by  the ship ow ners
w ere pre-programmed and not asAndaman and Nicobar Police

celebrates 70th Raising Day
Port B la i r , J an

17:   C ommemorating  the i r
70th R aising  Day ,  Andaman  &
Nicobar Police organized a brief
Ceremonial Parade on 16th January,
2022, at Police Line Parade Ground
w hile obs erv ing all Cov id related
guidelines. Sh. Nav een Kumar,
Assistant Commandant (IRBn) of A
& N Police who w as the ceremonial
parade commander, presented the
salute to  the Sh. Saty endra Garg,
IPS, Director General of Police,
A&N Is lands.

The Director General  in his
address conv ey ed his greetings to
the members of A&N Pol ice. He
lauded the serv ices rendered by See... Page 02

A&N Police tow ards the w ell being
of society  and highlighted the major
achievements of A&N Police force
in the past one y ear. Some of the

achiev ements included successful
installation of CCTV Cameras in all
the 24 Police Stations of A&N

Vaccination drive continuing
smoothly in isles

Port Bla ir, Jan 17: T he
v accination driv e is continuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 6,01,026
beneficiaries in the age group of
18 and abov e hav e been
v accinated so far in A&N Islands.
Simi larly, 18,126 beneficiaries
have been v accinated in the age
group of 15 to 18 y ears  against

the target benefic iaries  of 23, 000.
T he num ber of benefic iar ies
administered precautionary  dose of
v accine so far stood at 2619.     A
total of 147 eligible beneficiar ies
w ere v ac cinated in A&N  Islands
y esterday. 107 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in South Andam an
Dis tr ic t,  out o f w hic h,  51
beneficiaries w ere in the age group

of 15-18 y ears  w hi le  23
beneficiaries w ere in the age
group of 18-44y ears .  40
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
N or th & M iddle Andam an
Dis tr ict,  out o f w hic h,  19
beneficiaries w ere in the age
group of 15-18 y ears w hile  08
beneficiaries w ere in the age
group of 18-44y ears.

COVID-19 status
in A&N Islands

Port Blair, Jan 17: During the
RT-PCR test conducted on 134
passengers w ho arriv ed here
Saturday, 28 positiv e cases hav e
been detected. yesterday, 9 flights
w ith 504 passengers arriv ed, out
of w hich, 385 passengers w ere
v accinated with both doses w hile

See... Page 02

IGNOU Launch Master of Arts
(Corporate Social Responsibility)

See... Page 02

Port B lai r, Jan 17:  The
Sc hool  o f Ex tens ion and
Dev elopm ent Studies of Indira
Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) has launched a new
programme - M aster of Ar ts
(Corporate Social Responsibility )
(M AC SR ) program m e
commencing from January  2022
session. The MACSR is meant
for CSR  professionals  across
India and for graduates / post-
graduates interested in pursuing
career as a CSR Profes sional.

The MACSR programme has been
designed in such a w ay to enhance
the holistic understanding of CSR
by  cov ering v arious aspects like
CSR fundamentals, CSR process
and its linkages w ith dev elopment,
implementation and handling of
pro jects and programm es, and
corporate ethics , gov ernance and
confl ict res olution.  The main
objective of the programme is; to
impart know ledge and understanding
about C SR  through Open and
Distance Learning; to ex pand the

capacity  of learners on v arious
theoretical and practical aspects
of CSR and development w ork;
to  dev elop profes s ional
k now ledge in formulation,
implementation,  monitoring and
ev aluation of CSR projects and
program mes, and to equip the
learners w ith the needed skills in
corporate ethics, gov ernance and
c onfl ic t res olution.   T he
Em ploy ees  of c om panies
undertaking CSR; Professionals

Polling for Punjab Assembly
elections postponed to Feb 20

N ew D el h i: C M  had
asked for poll date to be mov ed
from Feb 14 due to Rav idas
J ay anti .  The Election
Commiss ion of India (ECI) on
Monday postponed polling for the
Punjab Assembly  elections from
February  14 to 20, after the State
gov ernment and political parties
ra is ed conc erns that many
devotees w ould make their w ay
to Varanasi to celebrate Guru
Rav idas’s birth anniv ersary  on
February  16. The representations
to the ECI said many  dev otees
started going to Varanasi a w eek

before the celebrations and holding
polling on February 14 would depriv e
them of the chance to v ote. In a
press statement, the ECI said it had
decided to reschedule the poll. The
date of notification w ill be on January
25, w hile the last date of nomination
w ill be February 2. The applications
w ill be s crutinised on February  2,
w hile the last date of w ithdraw al of
application is February 4. Counting
w ould be held on the same day  as
before - March 10. Chief M inister
Charanjit Singh Channi had w ritten
to the ECI asking for the poll date to
be mov ed, as a large number of the

Sc heduled Cas te com muni ty
w ould go to Varanasi to observ e
Guru Rav idas jayanti. The Punjab
unit of the BJP too had raised the
issue. Sev eral  political parties
including Congress, BJP, and
Capt. Amarinder Singh’s Punjab
Lok Congress sought changes in
the elec tion schedule as Guru
Rav idas Jay anti falls on February
16. Sev eral dev otees, especially
from Scheduled Castes, undergo
pi lgrimage to Varanasi  from
February  10 to 16 to commemorate
the birth  anniv ersary  of Guru
Rav idas.

NEET PG 2022 aspirants demand
postponement of exam as date clashes with

NEET PG Counselling 2021
NEET PG aspirants are

demanding postponement of the
ex ams  as  the c ounsell ing
process of NEET PG 2021 is
clashing w ith this y ear’s ex am.
N EET  c andidates  are

demanding a gap betw een the
ex am and the counselling process
so that those w ho don’t get a  seat
during the counselling can appear
for  the N EET PG 2022. NEET PG
2022 schedule

As per the planned schedule,
NEET PG 2022 w ill be held on
March 12 and the last date to  join
medical colleges after the N EET
PG c ounselling th ird  round is
March 16, 2022.

JNTU-H to decide on conduct of exams
on Monday

H y d e r a b a d :   T h e
J aw ahar la l  N ehru
Tec hnologic a l  U niv ers ity
(JN TU)-Hy derabad w i ll take
a decision on the c onduct of
v ar ious  ex am inations  on
M onday .  T he State
gov ernm ent  on Sunday
ex tended holiday s  for  al l
educational institutions, ex cept
for medic al colleges, in the

State til l J anuary  30. Ear lier, the
gov ernment had declared holiday s
from January  8 to 16.  “ We w il l
decide on the c onduct of ex ams
in the m eeting to  be held on
Monday . Autonomous  colleges
should take perm iss ion from the
univ ers i ty  R egis trar  before
hold ing the ex am s. The colleges
c an c onduct c lass es  in the
onl ine m ode as  announc ed

earl ier, ”  JN TU -H offic ia ls  s aid
on  S und ay .  M ea nw h i l e ,
Tec hnic a l  and Profes sional
In s ti tu tes  Em pl oy e es
Ass ociation,  Telangana State
pres ident,  Dr  V Balak ris hna
R eddy  threatened to launc h
protests i f college managements
term inate s erv ic es of the faculty
members in the name of online
classes.

BJP President settles
land disputeGurudas Biswas

Port Blair, Jan. 17: The BJP
State President, Shri Ajoy  Bairagi
today  v isited a v i llage road at
Wandoor and after amicably  settled
a land issue road construction. The
people of the area face lo t of
problems due to non constructin of
the road of Wandoor Panchay at for

almost 35 y ears. The issue w as
tak en by  Guptapara M andal
President, Shri Adhir Das & Shakti
Kendra Pramukh, Shri Deb Kumar
Chakraborty. Now  w ith the help of
BJP State President, Shri  Ajoy
Bairagi the problems w as amicably

See... Page 02

AYUSH 64,  Giloy/
Samshamani Vati
effective in mild to
moderate cases of

COVID-19
         Port Blair, Jan 17: In the

w ak e of ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, AYUSH Ministry of Gov t
of India is constantly  advocating the
use of holistic measures including
simple home remedies, lifesty le &
dietary  c hanges , Yoga &
Pranay ama for prev entiv e and
supportiv e care in COVID-19. As
per the adv isories of Ministry, the
Im munity  Build ing Ay urv edic
Medicines i.e. Samshamani Vati/
Giloy  Ghanv ati, AYUSH Kw ath
(Kadha),  C hav anprash,
Ashw agandha and Homoeopathic
Arsenicum Album 30 etc. are being
used among the frontline w orkers,
contacts of positiv e cases, cases of
Influenz a L ik e Illnes s ( IL I) ,
quarantined travellers, residents of
containment zones and general
public. The resul ts of scientific
research studies (w ith the indiv idual
formulations or composite use)
conducted across the country under
the aegis of AYUSH Ministry  hav e
confirmed that these medicines are
safe and effectiv e to strengthen the
immunity  against the COVID-2
v irus.      Further, Cap AYUSH-64,
a poly -herbal Ayurv edic medicine
dev eloped by Central Council of
Research in Ay urv edic Sciences
(CCRAS) hav e show n  early  and
better clinical recov ery  in positiv e
cases of COVID-19 apart from the
reduced hospital stay  without any
progression of the disease to sev ere
or critical stage. In addition, there
w as improv ement in quality  of life
parameters and the drug was found
to be safe in w ell designed multiple
clinical trials.       Similarly, Tab. Giloy
/Samshamani Vati hav e show n
better and early recov ery  in mild to
moderate cases of COVID-19 in
comparison to conventional regimen
in tw o different clinical trials.       In
aw ake of the present third w av e of
the C OVID-19,  the Health
Department of the UT Administration
is d istributing the prophy lactic
medicines through the AYUSH Units
across the Islands. People may
contact neares t Gov t. AYUSH
centres to get the medicines for
boosting immunity. Tab Samshamani
Vati / AYUSH-64 have been included
in the medicine kits provided to the
Home is olated C OVID c as es
through the District Administration.
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EDITORIAL
On the brink

A series of talks in the last week between Russia
and the West  on European security in Geneva (with the
US ), Brussels (North Atlant ic Treaty  Organisat ion) and
Vienna (the Organisation of  S ecurity  and Cooperation
that represents the ent ire Europe) have ended on a
note of pess imism. Russian of fic ials declared the talks a
failure and Western of fic ials  say there is  no question of
accept ing Russia’s demands for an immediate and legally
binding ban on NATO’s expansion.  Nor is  the West ready
to give Moscow a f ree hand in dominating Central
E urope, especially  Ukraine.  The talks began amidst
deepening tensions over Ukraine after Russia mobilised
more than 1,00,000 soldiers  on three s ides of  their
common f ront ier.

Ukraine has lost  part  of it s territory, Crimea,  to
Moscow’s annexation in 2014.  Ky iv  is  also angry at
Moscow’s establishment of  “independent  republics” in
its  eastern regions adjacent  to Russia.  If  Ukraine,
historically  part of Russ ia,  is  turning to the US, NATO,
and the E uropean Union for mili t ary,  polit ical,  and
economic support ,  Moscow sees NATO’s securit y
commitment  to K yiv  and Ukraine’s absorption into the
EU’s orbit as unacceptable threats.  Adding to the deep
st ructural divergence is the fear that  Russia might  make
good on its  threat to invade Ukraine and trigger a war
between Moscow and Kiev, backed by the West . Some
in the West have suggested the threatened invasion of
Ukraine by Russia has already begun with a cyber-attack
on the government websites of  K yiv  as part  of  hybrid
warfare. Russian of ficials  say it  is  Kyiv that is preparing
to at tack and retake Crimea.  US  off icials  have warned
that Russia might  be planning a false-flag operation to
justif y its armed aggression against  Ukraine. A s ilver l ining
to the dark clouds gathering over E urope is the fact  that
the two sides have not shut the door on further talks.
A nother pos itive development  has been last  week’s
discussion of s teps to reduce milit ary  tensions and build
mutual t rust .  A lthough the West  can’t  give legal
guarantees that  they will  never admit Ukraine into NATO,
it  has no plans to do so in the near term. Turning the de-
facto moratorium into a more formal understanding should
not  be impossible.  Ending the talks now has major
downsides for both. A Russian aggress ion will in fact ensure
what Moscow wants to prevent — Ukraine’s membership of
NATO. A war with Russia will be terribly costly for the West
and divert  its energies away f rom multiple other challenges
confront ing it, including China. If Russia has no reasons to
be a perennial spoiler, the West can gain much by making
Moscow a stakeholder in European security.
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BUDGET 2022: GOVERNMENT PLANS ? 1.4
TRILLION SUBSIDY TO PLACATE FARMERS2023

Ind ia is  lik ely  to  earm ark
near ly  $19 b il lion in the union
budget to  c om pensate fertil iz er
c om panies  for s e l l ing the i r
produc ts  to farm ers  at low er
than mark et pric es , ac cord ing
to people w i th  k now ledge of
t he  m a tt e r .  T h e  f in a nc e
m inis try  has  penci led in 1. 4
tr il l ion rupees ($18.8 b i l lion)
as  fer ti l iz er  s ubs idy  in  the
budget due February  1,  up
from  1.3 tri l l ion rupees in  the
y ear  ending Marc h 31, due to
higher raw  m ater ia l c os ts , the

Chief Secretary.   .. from... Page 01

India may earmark $19 billion in union budget to compensate fertilizer entities for
selling their products to farmers at less than market rates

people s a id,  as k ing not to be
identified as  the in form ation is
not publ ic.  Dis c us s ions are
s ti l l  g o ing  on and a fi na l
dec is ion is y et to  be tak en.
T he  i nc r ea s e d s pe nd in g
c om es  ahead of c ruc ia l local
polls  and am id efforts  by  the
ru l ing Bhartiy a Janata Par ty
to w in ov e r  farm ers  af ter
f ac in g m a s s i v e  p ro te s t s
agains t new  law s that hav e
s inc e been s crapped.  Nearly
60 per c ent perc ent of Ind ia' s
1.4 b il lion population depends

on farming di rec tly  or
ind i r ec tly  for  the i r
l iv el ihood and thei r
s uppor t is  k ey  for
w inning e lec tions .
T he gov ernm ent had
s ubstantial ly  rais ed
fer ti l iz er s ubs idy  in
t he  c u rr en t  y ea r
am id the pro tes ts
a ft er  a l lo c at in g
nea r ly  800 b i l l ion
rupees  in  the budget
unv eiled in February
2021.

per  the C urrent Trans former
installed. Hence, the actual billing
of electrical energy  being utilized
w as not being done. This resulted
in a huge loss in rev enue to the
PMB. It w as a lso noticed that an
illegal shore supply  connection
w as  prov ided to a contractor  of
ALHW w ithout the permission of
PM B and becaus e of th is
dis crepancy,  there w as  a huge

rev enue loss to PMB. The matter
is being further enquired into in order
to root out the source of the
tam pering. The Chief Secretary
directed that the strictes t action
poss ible should be taken against
the v iolators so that the menace of
corruption can be w eeded out and
there is  no rev enue loss to the
Administration, a press release from
Secretary  (Shipping/PMB) said.

w orking in dev elopment sector and
N GOs;  im plem enting C SR
ac tiv i ties , dev elopm ent
functionaries, social w orkers and
civ il serv ants, Faculty, researchers
and s tudents in  univ ersi ties ,
res earc h organizations and
colleges; Graduates w anting to
pursue a career in CSR can take
admission in MACSR programme.
Ex i t option is av ai lable for the
candidates w ho complete the first
y ear  of MACSR  to get a PG
Diploma in Corporation Social
Responsibility  (PGDCSR) if they
discontinue the MA Programme.
The tw o y ears Master of Arts
(Corporate Social  Responsibility )
is offered in English Medium, Total
Fees Rs. 14,400/- ( eac h y ear –
Rs.7200/-) consist of 72 credits w ith

18 theory  courses and one project.
Any Bachelor’s degree of minimum
three y ear  duration from  a
recognized Univ ersity  is elig ible
for  MACSR programme. Onl ine
Admis sions for  J anuary  2022
session are open.  Interested
students  may  direc tly  c lick the
Adm is s ions  L ink : https : / /
ignouadmission.samarth.edu.in/   or
c ontac t Dr .  N is ha
Varghese; nishavarghese@ignou.ac.in;
Ph:  8826459659; 011-29571668
and Prof.
P.V.K.Sasidhar; pvksasidhar@ignou.ac.in;
Ph: 9910050413;  011-29571665.
Tw o Study Centres located in Port
Blair-0201 and Mayabunder-0208
are activated to offer this programme
under Port Blair Regional Centre of
IGNOU.

IGNOU.   .. from... Page 01

RT-PCR test was conducted on 109
passengers (3foreign travelers) and
the reports are awaited.  During RAT
conducted on 48 passengers bound
for North & Middle Andaman at
Ferrargunj, 2 positiv e cases hav e
been detected. At Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, test w as conducted on

38 pas sengers, no positiv e case
has been detected. At Phoenix  Bay
Jetty, 7 passengers were tested w ith
RAT and no positiv e case has been
detec ted. R T PC R tes t w as
conducted on 1 crew  member of
MV Rangat, the report of w hich is
awaited.

COVID-19.   .. from... Page 01

Islands as per Hon’ble Supreme
Court’s directions and establishment
of a Cy ber Lab to effectiv ely  tackle
cy ber crimes. On the enforcement
front, apart from diligently  generating
awareness about Covid Appropriate
Behav iour, 82,778 Challans w ere
issued w hich resulted in collection
of ‘1, 81,31,900/-  in  fines  and  70
Criminal cases w ere regis tered
agains t the v iola tors of the Cov id
guidelines. As a result of continuing
crac kdow n on street c rimes,
especially  drunk en driv ing, ov er
speeding, bootlegging and drug
peddling, there has been a thirty
nine percent (39%) reduction in IPC

crimes , a fifty  fiv e percent (55%)
drop in bootlegging cases, forty  nine
(49%) decrease in drug peddling
cases  and an eighteen percent
(18%) drop w as noticed in  road
accident cases in the y ear  2021,
w ith respect to the prev ious y ear,
2020. Underscoring the challenges
before the Police Department, the
DGP, A&N  Islands ex hor ted the
staff to discharge their duties w ith
utmost dedication, sinceri ty  and
ex hibit greater professional ism,
trans parenc y ,  in tegr i ty  and
sensitivity in their functioning in order
to effectiv ely  serv e the people of
A&N Is lands.

 

DGP.   .. from... Page 01

resolv ed w ithout any   dispute. The
BJP Pres ident w ith Kary akarta
team and about 150 v illagers &
Rev enue authority v isited the area.
On construction of the roads, at
least thirty  fiv e families w i ll get

benefit.  The BJP State President,
Shri Ajoy  Bai ragi thanked the
Rev enue Author ity  & Wandoor
Villager, Shri Gauranga Mandal,
w ho has donated his land for the
road.

BJP President.   .. from... Page 01

Indian Railways designates post of ‘Guard’ as
‘Train Manager’ with immediate effect

New  Delhi, 17th Jan, 2022: In
a significant development, the Indian
Railw ay s on Friday  informed that it
has decided to re-designate the post
of ‘Guard’ as “Train Manager”  w ith
immediate effect. 

“T he is sue of change of
designation of Trains Guard to “Train
Manager”  is being demanded for
quite some time,” a statement from
the Indian Railw ay s said. “The
demand w as  ra is ed as  the
designation ‘Train guard’ ’ had
become outdated and in soc iety,
common man draw  reference that
he/she m ay  be a guard in some
priv ate form etc, it said.

In the GSR, Trains Guard is
v irtua lly  a Train In-charge of the

respective train. “It would, therefore,
be quite appropriate that the ex isting
designation of Trains Guard be
changed to “Train Manager” , w hich
w ould be a dignified designation for
them w i thout any  financ ia l

implication, so that, they  can also
lead a respectful life in the society,”
the statement added.

“The rev ised designation is
more in c onsonance w ith their
ex isting duties and responsibilities

and w i ll improv e the motiv ation
lev el  o f Guards now  Tra in
Managers,’’ the Railw ay s further
said in a tw eet.  The rev ised
designations w il l not enta il any
change in their pay  lev els, method
of recruitment, ex isting duties and
responsib il ities , seniori ty  and
av enues of promotion, a statement
from the Indian Railw ay s said.

As per rev ised guidelines, an
assistant guard will now  be called
assistant passenger train manager,
and the goods guard w ill be called
goods train manager. Senior goods
guard has been re-designated as
senior goods train manager, senior
passenger guard is now  senior
passenger train manager.

No person can be forced to get vaccinated
against their wishes: Centre to SC

Port Blair, 17th Jan, 2022: The
Centre has told the Supreme Court
that C OVID-19 inoc ulation
guidelines issued by the Union health
ministry  do not env isage forcible
v accination w ithout obtaining the
consent of an indiv idual.

On the issue of ex empting
persons w ith d is abi lities  from
producing v accination certificates,
the Centre told the apex  court that
it has not is sued any  SOP that
mak es it mandatory  to c arry  the
v accination certificate for any
purpose.

The Centre said this in its
affidav it filed in response to a plea
by  N GO Ev ara Foundation
seek ing door- to-door, pr iori ty
COVID-19 v accination for persons
w ith disabilities. “It is submitted that
the di rec tion and guidel ines
released by  Gov ernment of India
and Ministry  of Health and Family
Welfare do not env is age any

forc ib le  v acc ination w i thout
obtaining consent of the concerned
indiv idual. “ It is s ubmitted that
v ac cination for C OVID-19 is  of
larger public interest in view  of the

ongoing pandemic situation,”  the
affidav it filed by  the Union health
min istry  said. The minis try  s aid
that “ it is duly  adv ised, adv ertised
and communicated through various

print and soc ial media p latforms
that a l l  c i tizens  s hould get
v acc inated and sy stems  and
processes hav e been designed to
facilitate the same.”

Maharashtra CM to decide
on reopening schools when
COVID-19 spread is under

control: Health Minister
Rajesh Tope

Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope has said that the chief
minister w ill take the final decision
on reopening of s chools after the
COVID-19 spread is under control
and the situation improv es.

“Demands are rising from
certain quarters for reopening of
schools as children are suffering the
education loss. We w ill consider it
after 10-15 day s as there is a low
(rate of)  infection among children.
The chief minister w ill take the final
call in this regard,” Rajesh Tope told
reporters on January  16 After seeing
a m ass iv e s urge in C OVID-
19 cases due to the Omicron v ariant,
the state gov ernment decided to
impose curbs including the shutting
dow n of schools and colleges w hich
had only  recently  begun.

As per the Centre’s  data,
Maharashtra, West Bengal, and
Rajasthan are the three w orst-hit
states from the Omicron v ariant. On
January  16, Maharashtra reported

41,327 fresh COVID-19 cases and
29 deaths as activ e cases in the
state stood at 2 ,65,346. Omicron
cases reported in the day w ere eight
taking the total Omicron tally  in the
state to 1,738.

On the first anniv ersary  of the
COVID-19 vaccination programme,
the state health m inister said that
10-15 percent of the eligible people
in Maharashtra rem ain to  be
v accinated as taking the jab is
v oluntary. “This is a challenge for
the health department to ensure a
cent per  cent v accination and w e
w ill make it possible,”  news agency
PTI quoted him as say ing.

Ind ia on Septem ber 17
reached another mil estone by
ad min isteri ng o ver  2 cro re
COVID-19 vaccine doses till the
ev ening on Pr ime M in is ter
Narendra Modi’s 71st birthday. This
is the first time the country  has
completed more than tw o crore
v accinations in one day.

Kerala Actor Sex Assault Case: High Court
Allows Re-Examination Of Witnesses

The court allowed Kerala's appeals and struck down the trial court's orders,
declining its pleas to summon several other witnesses and get certified copies
of the call records of the accused in the actor's sexual assault case of 2017.
The Kerala High Court today

allow ed the re-examination of three
w itness es and summoned fiv e
additional w itnesses in the case
relating to the sex ual assault of an
actress in w hich Malay alam actor
Dileep is an accused.

Justice Kauser Edappagath
allow ed the state gov ernm ent's
appeals and struck dow n the trial
court's orders, declining its pleas to
summon sev eral other witnesses
and get c ertified copies of the call
records of the accused in the actor's
sex ual assault case of 2017.

"The enti re ex erc is e of
adducing addi tional ev idence
allow ed as per th is order shall be
completed w ithin ten day s from the
date of the receipt of the copy of this
order by  the court," the court said.

T he Di rec tor-Genera l  o f

prosec ution shal l see that a new
special public prosecutor is deputed
or  s om e other  al ternativ e
arrangement is made to conduct the
case, the court said.

The trial court, on December
21, had allow ed three w itnesses to
be summ oned and rejec ted the
request for summoning the others.

T he pros ec ution had
contended that the low er court w as
w rong in holding that there w as a
delay  in filing the application seeking
the c al l  rec ords and origina l
customer details.

With regard to the summoning
of the w itnesses,  the prosecution
has contended that the low er court
order rejecting the application for
recalling some of the w itnesses and
allow ing only three, w as "illegal and
improper and w ould cause prejudice

in arriv ing at a right decision in the
case".

The surviv or - an actress who
w orked in Tami l, Telugu, and
Malay alam films  - w as abducted
and allegedly  molested inside her
car for tw o hours by  some of the
accused, who had forced their w ay
into the v ehicle on the night of

February  17,  2017, and later
escaped in a busy area.

The entire act w as filmed by
some of the accused to blackmail
her.

There are ten accused in the
case and initially, the police had
arrested sev en. Actor Dileep w as
arrested subsequently  and let out
on bail later.

Positivity Rate Stays At
28% In Delhi, 12,587 New
Cases, 31% Drop From

Sunday
 Delhi today  logged 12, 587

fresh Cov id cases, w hich is a 31
per  cent drop from y es terday 's
num ber (18,286). T he positiv ity
rate - number of positiv e cases
identified per 100 - stands at 28 per
cent. The city  also regis tered 24
Cov id deaths.The Cov id cases in
the national capita l hav e seen a
mark ed decline ov er the last few
day s.  On Saturday, Delhi reported
20, 718 c ases,  on Friday  it had
24,383 cases, w hile on Thursday
the city  logged 28, 867 cases.
"First dose of C ov id v accine has
been giv en to 100 per c ent of the
eligible  population in  Delhi w hile
both doses hav e been given to 80
per cent of the targeted people. As
many  as 1.28 lak h precautionary

doses hav e been administered to
senior citizens, frontline w orkers
and healthc are w ork ers, " sa id
Delhi Health Minis ter Saty endar
Jain today.

Delhi Positiv ity  R ate 28%;
18,286 New  Cas es, 13% Few er
Than Yesterday  Delhi Conducting
Cov id Tests 3 Times The Number
Rec ommended By  Top Medical
Body

Ac cording to gov ernment
data, 68, 275 patients are in home
isolation.

There w ere 44, 762 Cov id
tests conducted in the last 24 hours
(w hich is big drop from the 65,621
tests conducted y esterday), out of
w hich 39,767 w ere RT-PCR tests
w hile 4,995 w ere antigen tests.
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WCD Delhi Recruitment 2022,
Apply 30 Social Worker &

Other Vacancies @
www.wcddel.in

WCD Delhi Recruitment 2022 | Members Social Worker & Other Posts | Total Vacancies
30 | Last Date: 10. 01.2022 | Dow nload WCD Delhi J ob Notification @ w cddel.in

WCD Delhi Recruitment 2022: Department of Women & Child Dev elopm ent (WCD),
Delhi has issued new  notice for post of the C hairperson (CWC ), Mem ber (CWC) and
Member Social Worker (JJ B) for limited for the v arious Child Welfare Committees (CWC)
and Juv enile Justice Boards (JJB). It inv ites online mode application from eligible candidates.
As per WCD Delhi  recru itment notification, tota lly  30 v acancies are allocated WCD Delhi
Vacancy  and post w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Candidates w ho are searching
jobs in Delhi kindly  make the online registration from 27.12.2021 to 10.01.2022.

WCD Delhi recruitment 2022 notification & WCD Delhi Jobs apply  online link is available
@ w ww .w cddel.in. Candidates w ho are seeking Degree Jobs must check their eligibility i.e.
educational qualification, age limit, experience and etc. Department of Women & Child Dev elopment
(WCD),  Delhi selection w ill  be based on Test/ Interv iew  and selected c andidates w ill be
appointed at any w here in Delhi State. More details of w cddel.in recruitment, WCD Delhi New
v acancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result,
upcoming notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

You may  v isit Career page to get more details about this recruitment. Here y ou w ill get
information like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and how  to apply.
Keep check w w w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming gov t exams.

CDAC Chennai Recruitment
2022 [Apply Engineer
Vacancies] @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recru itment 2022 | Post: Project Engineer & Projec t Ass ociate |
Vacancies: 19 | End Date:  18.01. 2022 | Apply  CDAC Chennai Jobs @ cdac.in

CDAC Chennai Recruitment 2022: This time the Centre for Development of Adv anced
Com puting (CDAC), Chennai has announced 19 v acancies  for the position of Project
Engineer  & Project Assoc iate.  CDAC , Chennai is looking for bright & result oriented
persons for the abov e said posts under v arious short-term projects. The CDAC  inv i tes
online appl ications for the appointment purely  on contract basis. The contract duration is
initially  for  a period of 01 (One) y ear or co-terminus w ith the project w hichev er is ear lier.
During this period candidates w ho are selected for this job they get a pay  scale of Rs. 34,000
to Rs. 40,000.

Applicant w ho are searching for Tamil Nadu jobs may  apply  this CDAC Chennai jobs by
submitting online application from 03.01.2022 to 18.01.2022. The CDAC conducts w ritten test
/ skill test / interv iew  to select eligible candidates for the giv en posts. Those candidates w ho are
qualified for CDAC job v acancy  w ill be appointed at Chennai, Delhi,  Mumbai, Bhopal and
Any w here in India. More details of Jobs in CDAC Chennai recruitment, careers, CDAC jobs,
selection list, merit list, result etc. w ill be av ailable on the official website. Scroll dow n to get
complete details about CDAC job v acancy.

We hope that, in this article y ou can get all the details about CDAC Chennai recruitment.
Keep in touch w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest updates.

STPI Recruitment 2022, B.E/
B.Tech Vacancies, Apply @

stpi.in
ST PI Recruitment 2022 | M ember Technica l Staff | 14 Vac ancies | Last Date:

16. 01.2022 | STPI Job Notification @ stpi .in
STPI Rec ruitm ent 2022:  Softw are Technology  Park s of India (ST PI) inv ites onl ine

appl ication for fil ling up Group A S&T v acancy. As per STPI rec ruitment 2022 notification
(N o. 2(4)/I/  ST PI-HQ/  2021-22),  there are 14 v acancies are a llocated for  the post of
Member Technical Staff posts. Online applic ation process w as star ted from  18.12.2021.
Candidates w ith  Engineering Degree are capable to apply  for this Softw are Technical Park
recru itm ent 2022. The Last date to  submi t the online application form  is  16. 01. 2022.
Registered candidates  should submit the printout of their  fil led onl ine form  on or before
31.01.2022.

Employ ees of Central/ State Gov ernment/  PSUs/ Autonomous organizations should
forw ard their application through proper channel.  Central Gov t job seekers may  us e this
chance to apply  for this STPI jobs. These adv ertised v acancies w ill be filled on absorptions/
direct recruitment. Selected candidates w ill be placed at any  centre of STPI. Aspirants need to
pay  a fee through prescribed mode & mention the UTR/ Transaction ID in the online application
form. Applications receiv ed by  the last date for this STPI careers w il l be screened. Eligible
candidates will be called for w ritten ex am/ personal interview .

Softw are Technology  Parks of India is the full form of STPI, the units ex ported softw are
and information technology  and the state w ith the largest ex port contribution w as Karnataka
follow ed by  Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Haryana and Telangana. STPI has a presence in many
major cities of India including the Cities Bangalore,  Chennai, Hy derabad, Triv andrum (kerala),
Kanpur, Lucknow  (Uttar Pradesh), Patna (Bihar), Bhubaneshw ar (Orissa), Kolkatta (West
Bengal), Mumbai , Nagpur, Pune (Maharashtra), Warangal (Telangana), Kakinada, Tirupati,
Vijay aw ada, Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Surat (Gujarat).

For more details of STPI recruitment, kindly  check at w w w .stpi.in. The direct link for
STPI Careers portal has prov ided below . Keep looking at w w w .daily recruitment.in to know
latest job updates.

Why are Kerala Covid deaths so high? It’s just
the most aggressive in updating data

New Delhi, 17th Jan, 2022: As India sees
a renew ed surge in  C OVID cas es
accompany ing concerns around the spread of
Omicron v ariant infections, w hat has also raised
ey ebrow s in recent months is the num ber of
Cov id deaths being reported in the country.

In the first fiv e day s in January  2022 alone,
the country  repor ted 1, 391 Cov id deaths,
according to covid19bharat.org, a crow d sourced
platform compiling the numbers put out by  state
health bulletins. The number of Cov id deaths
reported in the country between 22 October 2021,
and 5 J anuary  2022, stands at 29, 836.
Considering that India’s Cov id cases had show n
a dow nward trend betw een August and October
last year (dow n from 40,000 per day  to 15,000
per  day  on av erage,  acc ord ing to
Cov id19bharat.org), the death tally  of 29,836 is
considerably  high.

What is  important to understand here,
how ev er, is that not all these are new  deaths,
but casualty  backlogs that are being reported
now , increasing the total death tally.

Since 22 October, the states of Kerala and
Bihar and the union territory of Chandigarh hav e
reported more than 17,000 backlog deaths. Which
means the number of fresh deaths reported in
the country  between 22 October and 5 January
is 12,823 or about 2.3 times less.

Of the 17,000 backlog deaths, more than
14,500 hav e been reported from Kerala alone.
While Kerala has  been updating the numbers
gradually, Bihar and Chandigarh had reported a
one-time update. On 3 December, Bihar added
2,424 backlog deaths to the state’s casualty  lists,
w hile Chandigarh added 256 backlog deaths to
its numbers on 9 December.

The focus on Kerala- The tw o states and
the UT of Chandigarh are not the only  ones to
hav e updated thei r casualty  figures in recent
months.  Betw een May  and July  las t y ear,
Maharashtra had added 23,000 backlog deaths
to its C ov id casual ty  lis ts  — a   bigger
number than that  reported by   Kerala s o  far.
Madhy a Pradesh too had added 1,478 deaths
as backlogs in July  last y ear. Bihar’s update of
its death toll in December w as the second such
by  the state last y ear. In June, the state had
added 3,951 backlog deaths to its total casualty.

How ev er , the reporting of backlogs in
Kerala has attrac ted more attention since the
s tate w as  ear l ier s a id to  hav e had
the low est Cov id fatality  rates in the country.
Kerala’s mortality  from Cov id-19 has more than

doubled in the 2nd w av e compared to the first
due to the addition of backlog deaths. The merit
of its  claims of being a state w ith the low est
mortali ty  from Cov id-19 has  significantly
diminished,”  said Rijo M. John, health economist
and adjunct professor at Kerala’s Rajagiri College
of Social Sciences.

John’s statement stems from the fact that
before the reconciliation happened, Kerala had
a total of 27,202 reported deaths for 48,88,523
cases — w hich means that the state w as then
reporting 5-6 deaths for ev ery  1,000 cases.
How ev er, as on 6 January, the state’s  total
death toll has reached 48,895 against 52,63,415
reported cases, which means 9 deaths for ev ery
1,000 cases.

The reporting of backlogs has pushed up

the Cov id death toll reported in the past tw o
months to at least tw o-three times  higher than
w hat the actual new  death figures are. But
Kerala’s updated death figures are not a result of
the state per forming poor ly  or repor ting
abnormally  high casualties, but because it has
been updating its death backlog more vigorously
and thoroughly  than other states.

“The ov erall Cov id-19 mortality  of 0.92
per cent in Kerala based on reported deaths,
how ev er, continues to be low er than that of the
national av erage at 1.38 per cent. It should also
be noted there are significant amounts of ex cess
deaths in many  other states as show n by  sev eral
studies although not officially  acknow ledged,”
said John.
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OPEN SECRET

Covid vaccination for 12-14 age
group may start by March

Even as 3.31 crore children
in the age bracket of 15-17 y ears
hav e receiv ed their first dose of
Cov id-19 v accination, Dr NK
Arora, chairman of the Cov id-19
w orking group of the N ational

Technica l Adv isory  Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI) said that the
v accination programme for the 12-
14 y ears  age group is al l set to
begin from February -end onw ards.
“We aim to cov er all the 7.4 crore

adolesc ents in  the 15-17 age
bracket w i th the first dose by
January -end so that w e can start
v accinating them w ith the second
dose from early  February  and finish
the second dose by  February -end.
We w ant to  s tart v ac cinating
children betw een 12 and 14 y ears
from February -end or early  March,”
Dr  Arora told TOI on Sunday.
Ex perts hav e opined that those
betw een the age of 12 to 17 are
quite like adults. “So, the decision
w as  main ly  taken to protect the
adolescents in the 15-17 group first.
Once their full v accination is done,
the gov ernment w il l tak e up the
policy  decision to include the nex t
age group, w hich is the 12-14

bracket,”  he added. One reason
w hy  the gov ernm ent has
prioritis ed th is particular group
from  the under-18 c ategories is
that these adolescents are quite
mobi le,  they  go to s chools,
colleges, mingle and hav e a high
risk  of ac quir ing in fections .
“ Ex panding the am bi t o f
c hi ldren’s v ac cination is a
w elcome step. The government
should also consider prioritising
the v ac cination of c omorbid
children in the 5-14 age group as
they  are als o more at risk  of
dev eloping sev ere Covid,”  said
Dr Pramod Jog, former national
president of the Indian Academy
of Paediatrics.

Vishal for operation of boat services to outer islands
Port Blair, Jan 17: Shri Vishal

Jolly, National Ex ecutiv e Member
BJP, Former State President, BJP-
ANI & Hom e Min istry  Adv is ory
Com mittee, GoI demanded boat
serv ice for stranded students and
inter Island public  at Port Blair
through his letter addressed to Chief
Secretary,  A & N  Administration.

In his letter he w rote that the recent
surge in COVID c ases a ll the
s c hools / c o l leges  and other
educational institutions hav e been
closed as a precautionary measure
to contain the spreading of COVID
cases . As a res ult numbers of
students hailing from Little Andaman
and other Southern Group of Islands

w ho are perusing their studies are
stranded in Port Blair and they  are
unable to go back to their residence,
thus they  are facing untold troubles
and pain to reach their home at this
pandemic s ituation. Ac cordingly
Mr. J olly  reques ted the Chief
Secretary  to direct the c oncerned
author ity  to  make nec es sary

arrangem ent and c halk  out a
s ui tab le s h ipping s c hedule
espec ia l ly  for  transportation
stranded students and general
public  w ho stuck  here sinc e long
to L ittle Andaman and other
Southern Group of Islands s uch
as Nicobar, Kamorta, Katchal, and
Campbell Bay  on priority  basis

 

Digital Poster Making, Photography
competitions by Tourism dept

Port Bla ir, Jan 17: As  part of
National  Tourism Day  (NTD) on
25th January , 2022, the Tour ism
Department is conducting an open
Pos ter M aking Com petition and
Photography  Competition. T he
theme for Dig ital Poster Mak ing
C om peti tion is  ‘Ex plore
Andamans’ and ‘Andamans #Wild
& Free Like the Sea’ and the theme
for  Dig i ta l Photography
C om peti tion is  ‘U nex plored
Tourism s ites in rural areas of the
Islands’ . For  poster making,  20
num bers of photos  are uploaded

on the l ink         h ttps : / /
driv e.google. com/driv e/ folders/
1d7w bGEkU o_YdTWD9nc VS-
osoIkF KXXPb

       The officia l  logo of  the
Tour is m  Depar tm ent,  A & N
Administration (Emerald Blue and
You) should be present on the
poster. The candidate has to submit
a declaration that the photograph
submitted by  him/her is original
photograph shot by  him/her.

      The same may  be used
along w ith captiv ating slogan for
mak ing posters. T he response/

c ontents  rec eiv ed from
participants w ill be uploaded in
the social media accounts l ike
Facebook /Ins tagram  by  th is
Directorate. The c ompetition is
open for all and entry  is free, no
age bar. The best may  be selected
on the basis of number of likes
and subsequently  judged by  a
Panel by  25th Jan, 2022. The best
3 entries in both the competitions
w il l be suitably  aw arded w ith
cas h prizes. The details are as
follow s:

T hos e w ho in tend to

participate in the competition on the
abov e themes c an send their
entr ies  in the em ai l
ID: thedirectortourism@gmail.com by
18th J anuary ,  2022  by   10  am
positiv ely. The photographs should
be of good qual ity  w i th  h igh
resolution, w hich will look attractiv e
in F ac ebook / Ins tagram.  The
Department may  use the submitted
photographs & pos ters for any
useful purpose if found suitable and
onc e submitted, the copy right of
the submitted material shall belong
to the Department.

     S. 
No. 

Type of 
competition 

Prizes Theme 

1 Poster making 
Competition 

1st Prize  - Rs.10,000/- 
2nd Prize – Rs.5,000/- 
3rd Prize – Rs.3,000/- 

1. Explore Andamans 
2. Andamans #Wild 
& Free Like the Sea. 

2 Photography 
Competition 

1st Prize  - Rs.10,000/- 
2nd Prize – Rs.5,000/- 
3rd Prize – Rs.3,000/- 

“Unexplored Tourism 
sites in rural areas of 
the Islands”  

 


