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The Price of
freedom is always

Responsibility.

Priyanka Gandhi’s Strategy for Uttar
Pradesh - And the High Stakes for Her

UP Election: Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has pledged 40% of Congress party’s
candidates for the 403-seat Uttar Pradesh assembly will be women.

N ew  Delh i,  Jan 19:  An
actress jailed for protesting Prime
M inis ter  N arendra M odi ’s
controv ersial citizenship law , the
mother  of a rape surv iv or,  and a
beauty  pageant w inner. These are
the w omen leading once-dominant
Congress party  as it seeks  to
reinv ent itself in a hotly  contested
state election. The slew  of female
candidates in Uttar Pradesh is part
of a new  campaign led by Priy anka
Gandhi Vadra. With a catchy slogan
“ I’m a girl and I can fight” , the
campaign underscores the grow ing
importance of w omen v oters in the
w orld’s largest democracy.

Ms Vadra has pledged 40%
of Congress party’s candidates for
the 403-seat state assembly w ill be
w omen. She has met that promise
in the first list of candidates her party
announced for the state polls that
w ill be carried out in seven phases
starting from Feb. 10. The election

results w ill be released March 10.
“ If y ou hav e suffered in the past,
y ou hav e to fight and grab pow er to
fight for y our rights,”  Ms Vadra said
in a v ideo posted on Tw itter last
w eek. Congress party ’s list of
candidates is a new  kind of politics,
she added.

India is no stranger to pow erful
female pol iticians. Ms  Vadra ’s
grandmother and former pr ime

minister, Indira Gandhi, tow ered
ov er the c ountry ’s  politic s for
decades, w hile West Bengal chief
min ister Mam ata Baner jee and
former Uttar Pradesh chief minister
M ay aw ati  hav e w ielded
considerable pow er. While political
parties hav e courted female v oters,
i t hasn’t trans lated to greater
numbers  of w omen law makers.
India w as ranked 147th of 193

nations last y ear on the percentage
of w omen in its low er house - Lok
Sabha, according to data released
by  Inter-Parliamentary  Union.

During the 2017 polls in Uttar
Pradesh, w hen the BJP leader Yogi
Adi ty anath sw ept his party  to
v ictory, less than a tenth of the
candidates fielded across party  lines
w ere w om en. They  saw  little
success w ith only  39 clinching
seats then, according to a tracker
by  Ashoka Univ ersity.

Uttar Pradesh is seen as a
major indicator of national mood
ahead of the nex t general election
in 2024. Congress party  w on just
sev en seats in the last state polls
as it has struggled to gain traction
since the BJP c ome to pow er in
2014. The w omen fielded by
Congress party  are div erse. Sadaf
Jafar, the actress w ho w as jailed
for her ro le in demonstrations

7-days
home

quarantine
must for

passengers
reaching LA

Port Blair, Jan 19:  In v iew  of
the rising Cov id cases in South
Andaman District, new  guidelines
hav e been imposed for passengers
reaching Little Andaman from Port
Bla ir .  A l l pas s engers  m us t
mandatorily  quarantine at homes for
a period of sev en day s .  They
should not leav e the designated
premises under any circumstances,
till final clearance is obtained. MP demands safety gear,

health and insurance cover
for anganwadi workers

Port Blair, Jan 19: The Member
of Parliament, Mr. Kuldeep Rai
Sharma has requested the Hon’ble
Lt. Gov ernor of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands to order the
concerned departments to prov ide
all Anganw adi w orkers with sufficient
safety gear like, masks, hand gloves,
and sanitizer.  The Member of
Parliament also requested to provide
health as well as life insurance cov er
for all Anganwadi w orkers, who are

inv olved in field survey  and door-to-
door surv eillance for COVID-19. In a
letter addressed to the Hon’ble Lt.
Governor of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, the Member of Parliament
mentioned that a large number of staffs
have been deputed for field surveillance
activ ities all over Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and out of these, many  are
Aganwadi w orkers. He added that with
other staffs the Aganw adi w orkers are
performing their duties w ith utmost

dev otion and sincerity  since the first
lockdow n, w hich is laudable. The
Member of Parliament added that
v ery high risk is involved in this job
of meeting people one to one, in every
corner of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. Although some safety  gear
like masks, hand glov es and
sanitiz ers are giv en to these
Aganw adi workers, I hav e been
informed that those are not sufficient,
he added. 

IGNOU ink MoU with MSDE
Port Blair, Jan 19:  Indira

Gandhi  N ational  Open
Univ ersi ty  (IGNOU) and the
Ministry  of Skill Dev elopment
and Entrepreneurship (MSDE),
Gov ernment of India, s igned a
Memorandum of Understanding
(M oU) for link ing v ocational
education and training to higher
education for trainees attached to
National Skill Training Institutes
(NST I), ITIs, Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal  Kendras (PM KK) and
Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS)
for their upw ard mobility. Under

this M oU, 32 NST Is, 3000+ ITIs,
500 PMKKs and nearly  300 JSS
w ill be associated w ith IGNOU as
Registration Centres, Examination

Centres  and Work Centres for
hands on training. Students w ill
now get an opportunity to join the

PBGKR distributes mask,
sanitizers to needy families
Port Blair, Jan 19: Port Blair

Guru Ki Rasoi distribute Masks
& Sani tiz er’s  to  needy
families Continuing to ensure that
the people are secured and hav e
necessary  tools like mask and
sanitiser to fight the corona v irus,
team Por t Blair Guru Ki Rasoi
w hen approached by  the local
residents of Round Basti and
briefed about the families w ho
are not in state to buy  mask and
Santinizer’s, the team distributed
100 fam ilies w ith masks and
s anitiz er in  the area.  Shr i
Mandeep Grew al, President,
PBGKR stated ev eryone should

follow  all the protocols and rules
str ictly  as  implemented by  the
administration.All the norms are

utmost important as it for keeping
oursel f protected and safe from
the virus.

Admission of new non-COVID cases
at GB Pant Hospital restricted in view

of COVID-19 situation
        Port B lair, Jan 19: In

the w ake of increase in number
of COVID-19 pos itiv e c ases,
adm ission of new  non-COVID
cas es at GB Pant Hos pital has
been restric ted.  In order  to de-
congest GB Pant Hospital,  3
Spec ia lists,  one eac h from

General  M edic ine,  Genera l
Surgery  and Orthopaedics  w ill be
av ailab le for OPD consulta tion at
PHC Garacharama w ith effect
from Jan. 19. Patients pertaining
to the concerned dis cipline, w ho
are s erious ly  ill can av ail  th is
facil ity  from PHC Garacharama

instead of v is iting GB Pant
Hospital.       M eanw hi le, an
ex clus iv e ‘F ev er  Cl inic’ has
also been opened in GB Pant
Hos pi ta l  aw ay  from OPD
complex  to c ater  to  patients
hav ing sy mptoms suggestiv e
of COVID in fec tion.

“Afraid PM Might Inaugurate This”: Rahul
Gandhi on China’s Illegal Bridge

The construction of the bridge across the Pangong gives Chinese forces
the ability to quickly mobilise soldiers to either bank of the Lake.

New Delhi:  Rahul Gandhi,
for the second day  in a row , took a
sw ipe at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, this time over reports of China
constructing a bridge on the Pangong
Tso Lake in Ladakh near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

The former Congress  chief
had ques tioned the Prim e
Minister’s silence on the same on
January  4 as w el l. This time he
tagged a picture w ith ar row s
show ing the alleged Chinese bridge
on Pangong Tso Lake, w hich is
ex tremely  close to the LAC.

“China is building a illegal
bridge in our country. The PLA’s
spirits are increasing due to the
silence of the PM.  Now  it is a fear

that PM may  not reach to inaugurate
this bridge too,”  said the 51-y ear-
old leader throw ing shade at the
Prime Minister.

The construction of the bridge
across the Pangong giv es Chinese
forces the ability  to quickly  mobilise
soldiers to either bank of the Lake.

The bridge, which is 8 metres
w ide, lies just south of a Chinese
army field base on the North Bank
of Pangong w here Chinese field
hos pita ls  and troop
accommodations w ere seen during
the standoff betw een Indian and
Chinese troops in 2020.

Satel l i te  im ages  from
January  16 indic ate that Chinese

3 Navy Sailors Killed In Explosion
Onboard Destroyer at Mumbai Dockyard

INS Ranvir was on cross-coast operational deployment
from the Eastern Naval Command since November 2021

and was due to return to base port shortly.
New  Delhi:   Three nav al

personnel died of injuries caused
by  an ex plosion on board Indian
Navy ’s destroy er ship INS Ranvir.
“ In an unfortunate incident today  at
Nav al Docky ard Mumbai , three
nav al  personnel succumbed to
injuries caused by  an ex plosion in
an internal compartment onboard
INS Ranv ir,”  a Defence Min istry
releas e said. No major material
damage has been reported, it added.

Sources  say  the ex plosion

SC to consider hearing PIL challenging
use of EVMs in polls

New  Delhi :  T he Supreme
Court on Wednesday  agreed to
c ons ider  l is t ing of a  PIL
c hallenging the cons titutional
v a lidi ty  of a  prov ision of the
Repres entation of People Act
w hich had led to the introduction
of electronic  v oting m ac hines
(EVMs ), instead of ba llot papers,
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Budget 2022 expectation:
Standard deduction hike,

income tax relief for saving
for kids’ education

New  Delhi:  The standard
deduction for sa laried  tax pay ers
after being abolished in financial y ear
(FY) 2005-06 w as reintroduced from
FY2018-19 onw ards at Rs 40,000,
in lieu of remov al of tax  ex emption
for transport allow ance of Rs 19,200
and medical reimbursement of Rs
15,000. The deduction limit was later
enhanced to R s 50,000 from
FY2019-20. The amount of the
deduction is significantly  low  giv en
the periodic cost of inflation ov er the
y ears and the living ex penditure of
salaried indiv iduals in current times.
The hous ehold ex penditure has
been further adversely  affected since

the onset of the Cov id-19 pandemic
on acc ount of increased medical
cost and w ork from home expenses
like c ost of furni ture, electr icity,
Internet, etc. Thus, there is a need
to consider increasing the current
standard deduction limit of Rs 50,000
to at least Rs 75,000. This w ill
prov ide some financial cushion to
indiv iduals to sa il through these
unprecedented times . Further,
many  c ountries l ike the US, UK,
C anada,  Ire land etc .  hav e
introduced certa in tax  breaks on
C ov id-19 re lated m edic al
ex penditure (like medical supplies,

See... Page 02

12th National Voters’ Day to be
celebrated in A&N Islands through

online mode on Jan. 25
Port Blair, Jan 19 The 12th

‘N ational Voters’  Day ’ w ill be
celebrated befittingly  in A&N Islands
on January  25, 2022  together with
the rest of the country  as per the
ins truc tions of the Elec tion
Comm is sion of Ind ia.  In th is
connection, a meeting w as held
under the Chairmanship of the Chief
Electoral Officer, A&N Islands, Shri
B inay  Bhus han in the M in i
Conference Hall of the Secretariat
to discuss and finalize v arious See... Page 02

activ ities to be carried out w ith the
ensuing ‘National Voters’  Day ’

celebrations in Isles.       At the

Big boost for A&N Islands
Near Coastal Voyage (NCV) gets

in-principle approval; Draft policy
and negotiation likely to start

See... Page 02

Port B lair, Jan.  19  In w hat
can be termed as a major boost for
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the
propos al of the Administration to
al low  seafarers hold ing Near
Coastal Voy age (NCV) Certificate
of Com petenc y  to trav el  to
Southeast Asian countries such as
Thailand, Malay sia and Indonesia
receiv ed in-principle approv al and
the drafting of the multilateral
agreement to be ex ecuted w ith these
countr ies through the Minis try  of
Ex ternal  Affa i rs  a long w i th
negotiations for the same is likely to
start shortly.      The m atter w as

hanging fire for  many  y ears and
after  the 1997 agreem ent of
BIMMS, w here similar agreement
w ith regards to NCV seafarers was
reached betw een India,
Bangladesh, My anmar, Maldiv es
and Sri Lanka, there had been no
progress forw ard. In this regard, a
v i r tua l  m eeting on A&N
Adm inis tration’s  proposal for
notification of Ports of Ranong &
Phuket of T hailand,  Por ts  of
Lankav i,  Lumut and Klang of
M alay sia, Northern Por ts  of
Indones ia under Near Coas tal

Bairagi raises vital issues before CS 
Gurudas Biswas

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Jan 19: The State
President Bharatiy a Janata Party
Shri Ajoy  Bairagi met Shri Jitender
N aray an,  C hief Sec retary
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
discussed few  v ital points. These
includes posting of Principal/Vice

Principal in all Senior Secondary  &
Sec ondary  Sc hools  of thes e
Islands, Regular  Pay ment to Self
Help Group who w ork for providing
M id Day  Meals  in  s c hools ,
Shortage of Teac hers in Sc hools
across Islands. after listening to all

the is s ues  the m atter w as
immediately convey ed to Secretary
Educ ation Smti  Angel  Bhatti
Chauhan and she assured that all
the iss ues w il l be address ed
positiv ely.  the Second discussion

National Immunization Day for Polio to be observed in
A&N Islands on February 27 instead of January 23
     Port Blair , Jan 19: The

National Immunization Day  for Polio
under the Pulse Polio Immunization
programme will now  be held in these
Islands on Feb. 27 instead of January

23. Due to the current situation of
COVID cases, the Ministry of Health
& Family  Welfare w hile responding on
the requests received from the States/
UTs has given directions to observ e

the National Immunization Day  for
Polio on Feb. 27, 2022. On the National
Immunization Day  for Polio, polio drops
w ill be given to all the children in the
age group of 0-5 y ears.
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EDITORIAL
The cryptocurrency deception

In recent times, there has been a great euphoria
about invest ing in cryptocurrenc ies. Let us first  try to
understand whether a crypto investment  means an
investment in a currency or an asset. For any instrument
to c lass if y as a currency,  it must  have the following
features:  One, it is a promissory note wherein the issuer
is  promis ing the bearer or the holder a value. Two, it is
backed by a sovereign nation and,  therefore, there is
never a question of  any default in executing the promise.
Three,  the print ing of  currency in either phys ical or digital
form is always based on some tangible asset, like gold
or a basket of goods. From the above, it ’s  c lear that
cryptocurrency can never be a currency.  Can crypto
then be considered an asset? A n asset is  something
that has a tangible value.  Even if i ts immediate util ity is
intangible, an asset should have some tangible benefit s.
The cryptocurrenc ies being promoted currently  —
bit coin, li tecoin, ethereum — are nothing but  gaming
points. Whenever a discussion on cryptos takes place,
promoters talk of blockchain technology. This technology
is  just a technique to account for t ransact ions and has
nothing to do with cryptocurrencies, except that the
cryptocurrenc ies’ digital exchange is being maintained
in blockchain format . In other words, the points which
are earned through a gaming application are stored
and t ransferred through blockchain technology. However
absurd it  may seem,  even the points earned in a game
of  ludo can be presented as cryptocurrency if  they are
stored and sold by blockchain technology by the persons
monet is ing these points.  Therefore,  cryptocurrenc ies
have absolutely no value and cannot  be considered an
asset . Mining and solv ing the nth root  of an equation are
euphemisms for gaming points . While working at the
CBI and subsequently, the Enforcement  Directorate,  I
had come across f rauds like mult i-marketing schemes,
chit  funds or deposit  f rauds.  These schemes were
disguised as  t imeshare schemes,  go ld and land
investments,  and promised hef ty returns. These pyramid
schemes were carried out over a long period to evade
the law.  Nevertheless,  fraud could st ill  be established,
the t rail of funds could be traced and the perpetrators
identified. Crypto promoters have taken f raud to another
level with a li ttle scope of  their get ting caught — as there
is nothing that  anyone is promis ing. One part  is the
persons or persons releas ing the game or the equation
from which bitcoins or cryptocurrencies are to be mined,
the other is the exchanges through which these points
— cryptocurrenc ies — are t raded.  These so-called
cryptocurrencies have acceptabilit y only as long as they
are l ink ed to the normal  currency of  a count ry.
Unfortunately, mill ions are fall ing for this fraud globally.
Criminals,  particularly drug syndicates,  will simply use
the garb of  crypto to siphon and launder their il legal
proceeds.  The re cent  aggres s ive promot ion of
cryptocurrenc ies on print  and v isual media would
perhaps prove to be the undoing of their promoters. It is
only a mat ter of t ime before financial f raud prevention
enforcement agencies l ike the CBI and E D catch up with
them.  But  millions may lose their hard-earned money by
then.  The advertisements and promotional act ivities  can,
in fact , be important  ev idence linking people with this
fraud.  Sensing the impending ban and invest igation into
crypto deals ,  their backers have already s tarted
developing a new jargon — non-fungible tokens or NFTs.
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‘Marriage not sufficient reason to deny wife right
to prosecute husband of rape’

Uttar Pradesh.   .. from... Page 01

New  Delhi, 19th Dec,
2022: The Delhi high court,

hear ing a c lutc h of petitions
seeking to criminalise marital rape,

w as on Tuesday  informed by  the
amicus c uriae that the s tatus  of

marriage betw een tw o parties
cannot be sufficient reason to deny
a w ife the ability  to prosecute her
husband for marital rape.  Arguing
before a benc h of J ustic es Rajiv
Shakdher and C  Hari  Shank ar,
senior adv ocate Rajshekhar Rao
submitted that a “ rapist remains a
rapis t i r res pec tiv e of the
relations hip”  as he read out from
the Verma Committee report which
had rec om m ended the
cr iminalis ation of mar ital  rape.
“Giv en the length and breadth of
m ater ia l  that is  before y our
lordships , I do not believ e it is
pos sible for any one to say  that
there is any  justifiable basis  in
thinking that the status of marriage
betw een the tw o parties as  being

sufficient to deny  the w ife the ability
to prosecute her husband for the
ac t of rape,”  he s aid. Senior
adv ocate Rao, w ho concluded his
arguments on Tues day, told the
court that it is time to bury  the
prov ision or ex ception in 375
Indian Penal  C ode w hic h
dec r iminal izes  mar ita l rape.
Ex c eptions of sec tion 375 IPC
dec riminalises mar ital rape and
mandates that sex ual intercourse
by  a man w ith his ow n w ife, the
w ife not being under 115 y ears of
age, is not rape. The c ourt w as
hear ing PILs  by  N GOs  RIT
Foundation, All India Democratic
Wom en’s  Ass ociation and tw o
indiv iduals  w ho hav e sought
striking dow n the ex ception in the

Voters’ Day’  .. from... Page 01

Indian law , say ing that it
d is cr im inated agains t
married w om en being
sex ually  assaulted by
thei r  husbands .  On
Tuesday, the court asked
the Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Chetan
Sharma, for the union
gov ernment, to be ready
to adv anc e thei r
arguments. In response,
the ASG told the court
that an “ in form ed
consul tation process”  to
ex am ine the is sue of
criminalising marital rape
has been “ fast-tracked” .
T he m atter  w ould
continue on Wednesday.

against a religion-based citizenship
law  is  now  a C ongres s
spokesw oman. Another candidate
Poonam Pandey, led a protest for
w ages by  w omen frontline workers
w ho are helping India to achiev e its
v accination targets.  The rape
surviv or’s mother has promised to
w ork for the poor in her distr ict if
she is elected. Her daughter’s rapist,
a form er pow erful  legislator, has
been found guilty  for sex ual assault
as w ell  as murder and w as
sentenced to li fe in prison. For Ms
Vadra, w ho in 2019 formally  joined
the Congress party, the gam bit is
crucial. Her party has seen its star
decline in Uttar Pradesh ov er the
last tw o decades. It remains to be

seen i f the BJP and its riv al for
pow er in the state, the Samajw adi
Par ty , see th is  as a serious
challenge. So far  the BJP fielded
10 w omen out of a 107 candidates
w hile Samajw adi Party  is putting
forward one female candidate from
its al liance w ith a regional party.
“When one party  promises, other
parties try  to match it,”  said Sudha
Pai, a  professor at the Centre for
Political Studies  at Jaw aharlal
Nehru Univ ersity in New  Delhi. “It
doesn’t take aw ay the fact that the
Congress party  hard ly  has  an
organizational structure and w orkers
on the ground,”  she said. “So how
far it w ill help in rev iv ing the party
is v ery  questionable.”

construction w orkers are using a
heav y crane to help link the bridge’s
pillars w ith conc rete s labs  upon
w hich the tarmac w ill  be laid.
Rahul Gandhi  and the C ongress
hav e been c r i tic a l  o f the
gov ernment’s handling of the
border s ituation w i th China in
eastern Ladakh, that has also seen
bloody  clashes  betw een the
Indian and PLA troops last y ear.

China has been inv olv ed in
border conflicts w ith India als o in
Arunachal Pradesh w here it has
buil t enc lav es  in  areas  not

phy sically  patrolled by  the Indian
Army.

Yesterday , R ahul   Gandhi
tw eeted on a gl itc h that had PM
Modi stop h is v irtual  address at
the World Econom ic  F orum
(WEF ) s um mit in  Dav os  on
Monday  and start ov er.

“ Itna jhooth te leprompter bhi
nahin jhel pay a (not ev en the
te leprompter  could handle such
lies) ,”  Rahul Gandhi tw eeted.

A rush of tw eets  from BJP
handles  blam ed the g litch on the
Dav os organisers.

Rahul Gandhi .   .. from... Page 01

outset, the CEO informed about the
them e for this  y ear’s  NVD
celebrations i.e - ‘Making Elections
Inc lusiv e,  Ac c ess ible and
Participativ e’. He further stated that
as per the instructions of the ECI,
the ‘National Voters’ Day ’ (NVD) will
be celebrated keeping in mind the
COVID appropriate behav iour and
guidelines in place. All efforts will be
made to celebrate the festival in online
mode, the CEO said.       Mentioning
that v oters play  significant role in
strengthening democracy, the CEO
said that NVD pledge w il l be
administered to all the people during
the ‘National Voters Day’ celebrations
through online mode w ithout fail.
Various Departments/ Organizations/
Bodies w il l be enc ouraged to
administer  NVD pledge on the
National Voters’ Day, and the same
can be uploaded on their social media
handles/ w ebsite using hashtag
#NVD2022, for which the copy  of
the pledge w ill also be circulated over
Whatsapp groups.

     The CEO stated that due to
surge in COVID cases and the
consequent restrictions imposed in
social gatherings in A&N Islands,
social media platforms w ill be used
extensiv ely  to reach out to the v oters
to create max imum aw areness

regarding NVD celebrations and its
importance. Apart from this, the NVD
theme & related messages in the form
of posters and banners will also be
prominently  display ed in the offices
of the CEO, DEO, AERO. The
DEO, N&M  Andaman and the
AEROs of different Islands interacted
w ith the CEO and informed about
the activ ities chalked out by  them to
celebrate the NVD-2022 keeping in
m ind the COVID appropr iate
behav iour and guidelines in place.

       It is to mention that the total
electors in A&N Islands as per final
roll as on 05-01-22 w .r.t 1.1.2022 as
the qualify ing date is 3,11,650, out of
which, 1,63,368 are male and 148271
are female w hile the number of third
gender is 11. In South Andaman
District, the number of total electors
are 2,05,960, out of w hich, 1,08,631
are male and 97,318 are female while
the number of third gender is 11.
Sim i larly , In Nor th & Middle
Andaman District, the total number
of electors are 79,617, out of w hich,
41,207 are male and 38,410 are
female. In Nicobar District, the total
number of elector is 26,073, out of
w hich, 13,530 are male and 12,543
are female. Earlier, the Dy. CEO,
Shri Kamlesh Kumar w elcomed the
gathering on the occasion.

w as held on the basis of o ld letter
submitted in the month of November
regarding Shipping serv ice from
Port B la i r  to Dig l ipur  v ia
M ay abunder  and Line Ferry
Serv ice from Port Bla ir to Rangat
Via Shaheed Dw eep, Sw araj
Dw eep, Strai t Island and Long

Island w as  also discus sed, after
giv ing a patienc e hear ing CS Sir
assured of resolv ing the issue in
coming day s. Fur ther discussing
the issue a demand w as  placed
for  appointing U l tra  Sound
Technician in Sw araj  Dw eep
Islands.

CS  .. from... Page 01

three-y ear degree programme of
IGNOU  and s hal l hav e easy
access to attain higher education.
There shall be a Project Steering
Committee w ith representativ es
from both MSDE and IGNOU to
monitor and rev iew  the progress
under this partnership. The MoU is
initia lly  for a period of 10 y ears
subject to renew al on mutual
agreement. This MoU is in alignment
w ith the Sustainable Dev elopment
Goal 4.4 and the NEP 2020 for
increasing GER in higher education
including v ocational education to 50
% by  2035. Sh. Rajesh Aggarwal,
Sec retary  M SDE lauded the
initiativ e and desired that the joint
initiativ e shall be implemented at the
earl iest ini tially  w ith 32 N STIs
declared as IGNOU centres in the
initial stages. He further added that
foreign language training, skill-based
health care education, fashion design

and few  other courses can be
implemented under this partnership.
Prof. N ageshw ar Rao, Vic e
Chanc ellor IGN OU thanked the
Secretary  MSDE for this initiativ e
and ass ured that IGNOU shall
prov ide all  nec essary  s upport
through its 21 Schools of Studies and
56 Regional Centres for successful
implementation of the scheme. Prof.
R.P. Das, Pro V.C., Prof. Saty kam,
Pro V.C., Prof. Uma Kanjilal, Pro
V.C and Prof. Sumitra Kukreti, Pro
V.C., Smt. Anuradha Vemuri, Joint
Secretary  MSDE, Dr. B.K. Ray,
Director MSDE and Sh. B.K. Gupta
Director MSDE also spoke on the
occasion.

The MoU w as signed by  Dr.
B.K. Ray, Director MSDE and Dr.
V.B. Negi, Registrar IGNOU.

Dr. Srikant Mohapatra, Director
Regional Serv ices Div ision, IGNOU
conducted the programme.

IGNOU .. from... Page 01

testing kits etc.) and w ork from home
ex penditure, including home office
s et-up.  How ev er,  no suc h
deduction/ex emption has been
introduced in India y et. Hence,
enhanc ing the limit for standard
deduction w ould al low  some
financial flex ibility  to the indiv iduals
for  inc urring the afores aid
ex penditure. Further, the benefit of
standard deduction could a lso be
made av ailable to tax pay ers opting
for the concessional optional regime
under section 115BAC  of the
Inc ome-tax  Act,  1961 as w ell.
Standard deduction is a deduction
allow ed from gross salary  income
for  s alar ied ind iv iduals  and

pensioners. This deduction reduces
the tax able salary  income of the
indiv idual and thereby reduces his/
her tax  liability  a lso. The need
for deduc tion for higher education
sav ings for  children  Sav ing for
children’s higher  education is an
important financial goal for  any
indiv idual and a portion of income
is generally  earmark ed for s uch
sav ings . How ev er , c urrently,
there is no ex pres s deduc tion/
ex emption for  s uch s av ings
ex cept the Sukany a Sam riddhi
Yojana w hich is speci fically  for a
g i r l c h i ld . T he tax  benefi ts
therefrom are als o not substantial
as the deduction is clubbed w ithin

the section 80C lim it of R s 1.5
lakh annual ly. Suc h deduction
enc ompas ses v arious other tax
sav ing inv estments/ ex pendi ture
(such as Em ploy ees’  Prov ident
Fund,  Public Prov ident Fund,
pr inc ipal  repay ment of housing
loan,  c h i ldren’s  tu i tion fee,
N ational  Sav ings Certi ficate,
etc.), leav ing limited headroom for
claiming deduction for higher
education s av ings.  A separate
deduc tion for the educ ation
sav ings of Rs 1.5 lak h at the
minim um w ould be a w elcome
mov e in this  regard. To ensure
that there is no misus e of such
funds , the ac c ount proceeds

(including the interes t ac crued
thereon) may  be directly  remitted
to the educational institutes as and
w hen the child is admitted for higher
educ ation.  A l ternativ e ly,  the
deduction for education ex penses
(including tuition ex pens es) can
be c arv ed out of the s ection 80C
deduc tion an d a s eparate
deduction may  be considered.

In a nutshell, such increase
in standard deduction and ex tra
deduction for education ex penses
w ould encourage more sav ings
tow ards a fu ture purpose w hi le
incentiv ising indiv iduals through tax
sav ings.

Budget 2022 .. from... Page 01

occurred around 4:30 pm and had
nothing to do w ith w eapons or
ammunition ex plosion. A board of
inqui ry  has been ordered to
inv estigate the cause. “The ship’s
crew  responded immediately  and
quickly  brought the situation under
contro l,”  the re lease said. In a
statement, the Indian Nav y  said it
extends condolences to the families
of Mas ter Chief Petty  Officer 1
(MCPO) Krishan Kumar, Surinder
Kumar M CPO II and AK Singh
MCPO II, w ho died due to injuries
caused by  the unfortunate incident
onboard INS Ranvir. “We fully  stand
by  with the families in this difficult

time.”  INS Ranv ir w as on cross-coast
operational deploy ment from the
Eastern Nav al Command since
November 2021 and was due to return
to base port shortly. INS Ranvir, the
first of the Ranv ir class destroyers,
w as commissioned into the Indian
nav y on April 21, 1986. The ships
w ere built in the former Soviet Union.
The role of Ranvir class ships inv olv es
protection such as anti-aircraft and anti-
submarine w arfare for carrier task
force defense against submarines,
low-flying aircraft, and cruise missiles.
The current Nav y  chief Admiral R
Harikum ar has commanded the
ship earlier in his career.

3 Navy Sailors.. from... Page 01

for polls in the c ountry . A bench
headed by  Chief Justic e N  V
Ram ana heard the submissions

of law y er M L Sharma, w ho filed
the p lea in h is personal capacity,
and said that he w ould consider

listing of h is c ase. Sharma said
Section 61A of the Representation
of People Act, w hich permitted the

us e of EVMs,  w as not pass ed
by  Parliament and hence cannot
be imposed.

SC  .. from... Page 01

Voy age (NCV) w as held today
under  the Chairmanship of the
Union Home Secretary. The Chief
Sec retary, A&N Adminis tration,
Shri Jitendra N ara in & Senior
Officers attended the meeting.
Although the Administration has

been try ing to resolv e the issue for
many  y ears, the proposal has
final ly  been agreed to by  the
M in is try  of Shipping,  the DG
Shipping,  the Ministry  of Ex ternal
Affairs and the Min istry  of Home
Affairs w ho hav e show n a positiv e

and fav ourable res ponse. In the
nex t few  months , through a
mul tilateral agreement it is lik ely
that this w il l come through. The
matter w as important as it w ill allow
our  s eafarers to  go to thes e
countries, thus enabling eas ier

m ov em ent of s h ips  thereby
enc ouraging grow th of tourism,
trade, mov ement of raw  materials
and construction materials and for
opening up of Andamans, not only
to particular Ports, but to the entire
country  and these countries.

Big boost .. from... Page 01

Scheduled international flights to remain
suspended till February 28

New  Delhi: In Nov em ber
2021, India decided to resume
scheduled international flights from
Dec ember,  but the outbreak  of
Omicron upset the plan. Regular
international flights hav e remained
suspended in India since March 23,
2020. Scheduled international
commercial flights to and from India
w ill remain suspended till February
28, Di rector  General  o f Civ i l
Av iation said in a fresh order on
Wednesday. Flights under air bubble
arrangements w ill not be affected,
the DGCA said. The dec ision
comes as the w or ld is brav ing a
fresh w av e of the Cov id-19
pandemic, driv en by  Omicron, the
latest v ariant of the SARS-CoV-2.

In N ov ember 2021,  the Centre
decided to res um e s cheduled
international flight operations from
December 15. The emergence of
Omicron threw  a spanner in the plan
and the gov ernment w ithdrew  the
decision to resume scheduled
international  flights  day s before
January  15. Scheduled international
flights hav e been suspended in India
from March 23, 2020, tw o day s
before a nationw ide lockdow n w as
impos ed in the c ountry . The
suspension w as ex tended ev ery
m onth a l low ing em ergenc y
international trav el under the air
bubble agreements. India has air
transport bubbles w ith Afghanistan,
Austra lia, Bahra in, Bangladesh,

Bhutan, Canada, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Germany, Iraq,  Japan,
Kaz ak hs tan, Keny a, Kuw ait,
M ald iv es , M aur itius ,  Nepal ,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar,
Russia, Rw anda, Saudi Arabia,
Sey chelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Sw itzerland, Tanzania, Ukraine,
United Arab Em irates,  United
Kingdom, US and Uzbekistan. The
agreements allow  both-w ay  air
trav el under  some terms  and
conditions.  No direct air trav el is
allow ed to countries not c ov ered
under  a i r  trav el  bubble
agreements.  International air trav el
has come on the radar as Omicron,
the v ariant first detected in  South
Africa on N ov ember 24, 2021,

trav el led to  India through
international trav ellers. The first
Omicron cases w ere international
trav el lers w hich prompted Delhi,
West Bengal to raise demand for
banning international flights from
c ountr ies  w ors t-affec ted by
Omicron.   Flights under the air
bubble agreement w ere not banned
but India identified some countries
as ‘at-risk’. The list includes all
countries  of Europe, including the
U K, South Afr ica,  Braz i l ,
Botsw ana,  China,  Ghana,
M auri tius ,  N ew  Z ealand,
Zimbabw e, Tanzania, Hong Kong,
Is rael ,  Congo,  Eth iopia,
Kazakhstan, Keny a,  N iger ia ,
Tunisia and Zambia.

No foreign chief guest at R-Day as Covid-19 surges
New  Delhi, 19th Jan, 2022:

The Republic Day celebrations on
January  26 w ill go ahead w ithout
any foreign leader as a chief guest,
the second year in a row  that India’s
signature ev ent has been affected
by  the fal lout of the Cov id-19
pandemic.

India had inv ited the leaders
of the fiv e Central Asian states –
Kaz ak hs tan, Ky rgy z stan,
Tajikistan, Turk menistan and
Uzbekistan – to be chief guests at
the celebrations, though no formal
announcement w as made in this
regard by  any  of the countries.

T he rapid s pread of the
Omicron v ariant of the Coronav irus
in the past few  w eeks and recent
v iolent protests  in Kazakhstan,
w hich resulted in the death of more
than 220 people, w ere factors that
w ent against the participation of the
Centra l Asian leaders, people
familiar w ith the matter s aid on
Tuesday.

A diplomat from a Central Asian
s tate,  s peaking on c ondi tion
of anony mity, said the leaders of the
fiv e states  w ould be unable to
participate in the Republic  Day
celebrations in-person. The diplomat
added that the Central Asian states
and India are now  focusing on a
v irtual summit of the leadership of
the six  c ountries to mark  the 30th
anniv ersary  of diplomatic relations,
though a date for this is y et to be
finalised.

The possibility  of looking at an
alternative chief guest w as ruled out
due to the paucity  of time, the people
cited abov e said.

Last y ear, India w ent ahead
w ith truncated R epublic Day
celebrations w ithout a ch ief guest
after  UK Prim e M inister Bor is
Johnson called off his v isit at the
last m inute because of the rapid
spread of a strain of the Coronav irus
in Bri tain. It is ex tremely  rare for

the Republic Day  celebrations, seen
as a h igh point in the country ’s
diplomatic calendar, not to hav e a
chief guest.

Prior to 2021, the last time the
celebrations didn’t hav e a chief guest
w as in 1966, w hen Indira Gandhi
w as sw orn in as prime minister on
January  24 after the death of Lal
Bahadur Shastri  on January  11.
There w ere also no chief guests at
the celebrations in 1952 and 1953.

T hough no form al
announc ements had been made
regarding this y ear’s chief guests,
Turk menistan’s fore ign minister
Rashid Meredov  had hinted at it
w hi le par ticipating in the Ind ia-
Central Asia Dialogue in New  Delhi
on December 19. Meredov  had said
in his  opening remarks at the
meeting that the dialogue w ould be
a “key  ev ent in the preparation
process for the upcoming Central
Asia-India Summit in January ” .

Ind ia’s mov e to inv ite the
Central Asian leaders w as a follow
up to the inv itation ex tended to the
leaders of the 10 members of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) to be the chief
guests at the Republic Day  in 2018.
The Central  Asian states  are
perceiv ed by  India as part of the
country ’s ex tended neighbourhood
and their importance has increased
follow ing the Tal iban takeov er of
Afghanistan.

In recent y ears, India has
stepped up its  efforts to  boost
connec tiv ity  and trade w ith the
strategically  important region. At the
India-Central Asia Dialogue, the six
countries pushed for concerted
action against all terror groups and
stressed that Afghan soil must not
be used for planning or ex ecuting
terror attacks. They  also pledged to
prov ide humanitarian aid to the
Afghan people.
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

CAG Recruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other

Vacancies @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acanc ies

|Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022: In  this  article, w e hav e des cribed the Lates t Jobs of CAG

Recruitment 2022 details. New  Delhi has inv ites applications from eligible applicant for hiring
49+ v acancies. Post w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Interested and eligible applicant
should apply  through offline mode only. These 49+ v acancies w ill be allocated for the post of
Sr. Audit officer, Asst. Audit Officer, Sr. Account Officer. Before final submission of application
form, candidate must rev iew  their application form carefully. Selected candidate w ill get the
pay  m atrix  of lev el-8 & lev el-10.  The last date to apply  for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Officer (31.01.2022) and other post should be (21.01.2022).

Appointment w ill be based on deputation basis. The period of deputation can be ex tended
/ curtailed as per candidate performance. Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload the
CAG rec ruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment proc ess may  be based on
w ritten test/interv iew . Ex perience in relev ant field is eligible to apply. Candidates w ho satisfy
the below  condition may  send their filled application form a long w ith s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and v igilance certificate etc to reach
the giv en below  address. Read the below  table to get the details of location, post name and
organization name etc.

Details regarding CAG Sr. Audit offic er & other jobs like educational qualification, age

SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,

Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in
SSC CGL Ex am Notific ation 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Ex amination | Various

Vacancies | Last Date: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL Recru itment Notification @ ssc.n ic.in
SSC C GL Ex am Notification 2022: Staff Selec tion Commission (SSC) has released

Combined Graduate Level Ex amination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL ex am notification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I (Vol.-I)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C v acant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL ex ams w ill
be conducted to fill up the following posts such as Assistant Audit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant,  Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax  Assistant
& Other posts.  Online registration link is av ailable from  23.12.2021 at w w w .ss c.nic. in.
Candidates w ho w illing to w ork under Central Gov ernment may  apply  online for SSC CGL
ex am 2021 notification. The Last date to submit the online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor’s Degree holders can apply  for SSC CGL ex am 2021. Applicants must hav e
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL ex am consists of Tier I & Tier II (Computer Based
Ex am),  Tier III (Descriptiv e paper) & Tier  IV (CPT/ Data Entry  Speed Test). SSC CGL
notification 2021 & apply  online l ink for SSC recruitment are av ailable @ w w w . ssc.nic.in.
Aspirants need to pay  a fee v ia prescribed mode. CA/ C MA/ Degree in Law  is des irable
qualification to apply  for this SSC CGL recru itment. Selec ted candidates w ill be appointed
any w here in India. Indicativ e sy llabus & ex am scheme are mentioned in official notification.
More details of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 notification, sy llabus, ex am date, previous question
paper, admit card, answ er key, m erit list, s election lis t, results and upcoming SSC ex am
notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

Fight Against Covid-19
Corona Virus

Government Changes Rules For International
Roaming SIM Cards

The move aims to benefit Indians visiting abroad and also streamlines
procedures in line with the other licences.

The Department of Telecom has
revised no objection certificate
rules for sale or rent of interna-
tional roaming SIM cards to
enhance customer protection, an
official statement said on Tuesday.
The move aims to benefit Indians
visiting abroad and also stream-
lines procedures in line with the
other licences.   romotedListen to
the latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.com "The revised policy
mandates the NOC holders to

make provision for providing
information regarding customer
care service, contact details,
escalation matrix, itemised bills,
information related to tariff plans,
services offered, etc. Provision has
also been made to strengthen
Billing and consumer grievance
redressal mechanism to facili-
tate time bound resolution of
grievance by the NOC holders
with provision for Appellate
Authority in DoT," the statement

said. The revised terms and
conditions have been finalised by
the department after deliberations
on the suo-motu recommenda-

tions of TRAI on sale or rent of
international roaming SIM cards
or global calling cards of foreign
operators in India.
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OPEN SECRET

Covid may become endemic by March 11 if Omicron
replaces Delta: Top Govt. Scientist

SC not convinced as Centre says no starvation
death even during pandemic, seeks data

New  Delhi, 19th Jan, 2022:
The C entre on T uesday  told the
Suprem e Cour t that due to
“comprehensive policies and steps”
taken by  both Central and state
gov ernments, there hav e been no
starv ation deaths in recent times,
ev en during the Cov id pandemic,
but the court remained unconv inced.
The apex  court pressed Attorney
General K. K. Venugopal  to be
cry sta l clear, i f he is making a
statement that there are no starvation
deaths in the country now, and also
sought data to establish this claim.

In an affidav it, the Ministry  of
Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution said: “ Indeed, thanks to
the progress made by  the nation
s ince independence and the
comprehensive policies and steps
taken by  both state and Central
gov ernments, there hav e been no
starv ation deaths in the country  in
recent times, ev en during adv erse
situations like the pandemic.”

During the hearing, a bench
headed by  Chief Jus tic e N. V.
Ramana, after the AG submitted that
that no state has reported starv ation
deaths, queried: “Are y ou making
a statement that there are no
starv ation deaths in the c ountry

now?” The bench, also comprising
Justices  A.S. Bopanna and Hima
Kohli,  further pressed: “C an w e
afford to say  that there are no
starv ation deaths?”

At this,  Venugopal rei terated
states hav e not reported starvation
deaths, and the states hav e to
respond on this and added the fact
about malnutrition cannot be denied.
The bench then said: “Government
of Ind ia should giv e us data on
starv ation deaths, latest information.
Ask  y our  offic er  to  g iv e us
information.”  Asking the Centre to
dev elop a model to implement the
community  kitchen scheme across
the c ountry ,  the c our t a ls o
emphasised that Centre s hould
prov ide additional food gra ins to
states to run it, and said the issue of
“hunger has to be taken care of” .
“Hunger has to be taken care of to
be satisfied and the poor people who
are on the street and w ho are
suffering because of that.”

The top court w as hearing a
PIL, filed by  social activ ists Anun
Dhaw an, Ishann Dhaw an, and
Kunjana Singh, seeking direction to
the Centre for creating a national
food grid, for people who do not fall
under the public  dis tr ibution

scheme. The petitioners had argued
that it is high time states takes steps
to set up community  kitchens.
During the hearing, the bench said
logistics w ill not be an issue for state
gov ernm ents , as comm unity
kitchens is a popular scheme. It
added that “popularity -w ise” , ev ery
gov ernment w ill w ant to run this.
The Chief Justice said: “ I don’t w ant
to comment because this is election
time... the gov ernments are giv ing
so many  other welfare schemes.”
He added that the governments can
giv e something to the depriv ed to
surv iv e. The bench, citing state
gov ernments’ response, said some
of them hav e already  established
community kitchens and now  they

seek funds, and some are ready to
start but they  need funds. Citing the
Centre’s affidav it, the bench said it
does not indicate any w here that
gov ernment is considering framing
a scheme. “ It does not say  w hat
fund y ou hav e collected and w hat
y ou are doing etc. We w anted a
uniform model from the Centre,”  it
said.

Concluding the hearing, the top
court asked the C entre to fi le its
response on prov iding addi tional
food grains to states and scheduled
the matter for fur ther hearing after
three w eeks. The top court also
gav e liberty  to states to file affidavits
on iss ues  of malnutr ition and
starvation deaths.

Port Bla ir, 19th Jan, 2022:
Head of Indian Council of Medical
Research’s Epidemiologic al
Department Samiran Panda has
said that C ov id w ill  bec ome
endemic by  March 11. “If w e don’t
let our guards dow n and no new
v ariant emerges, Cov id w ill be
endemic by  March 11,”  he said.
“ If Omicron replaces Delta it w ill
becom e endemic.  If there is no

new  variant catching up, there is a
possibility  that Cov id may  become
endemic,” he added.

Our mathematic al projection
show s the Omicron w av e w ill last
three months starting December 11.
“From March 11, w e w ill see some
respite. We need to w ait tw o more
w eeks to say  if Delhi and Mumbai
hav e reached their peaks of Cov id
cases and if the w orst is ov er. We

can’t establish a trend like that in a
few  day s,”  he said.

“We can’t say  that right now
ev en w ith the decline in cases and
positiv ity  [in Delhi and Mumbai],”
he sa id. Panda added Delh i and
Mumbai hav e a roughly  80:20 ratio
for Om icron and Delta v ariants of
coronav irus.

Different states are in different
stages of the pandemic and the
ICMR has also changed its testing
s trategy  bec aus e of the
epidem iological v ariations in the
v irus and the pandemic changing
its course.

“We nev er asked states not
to reduce testing. We asked for more
directed and purposiv e testing. The
pandemic  has also changed its
character and, hence, the testing and
management strategies will change.
Making guidelines available in local
languages on home testing etc w ill

send out the r ight message,”
Samiran Panda said.

Speaking about the genomic
sequencing, he said: “Genomic
s equenc ing is  a dy nam ic
phenomenon.  But genomic
sequenc ing on a dead body  to
understand if he had Omicron is a
simplistic argument. Many  patients
die of underly ing conditions. Yes,
w e are study ing infections  in
hos pi ta ls to  unders tand the
severity.”

Dismissing, speculation of a
disconnect betw een ICMR and
DC GI ov er M olnupi rav ir ’s
ex clusion from the gov ernment’s
C ov id guidel ines,  he s a id:
“Molnupi rav ir can be g iv en to
unvaccinated patients, but there is
no guideline to administer  it to
pregnant w om en,  lac tating
w omen, and kids. That’s w hy it is
not in the protocol.”

Vishal Jolly raises objections to proposed
amendments in Grant-in-Aid rules

Port Blair, Jan 19: Shri Vishal
Jolly, National Executiv e Member
BJP & Former State President BJP-
ANI raises objection against the
proposed amendments in A&N Islands
Grant-In-Aid to  Panchay ati
Raj Institutions Rules, 2021 through a
letter addressed to Lt. Gov ernor, ANI,
Chief Secretary, A&N Administration,
Secretary,  RD, PRI&ULB and
Director, RD, PRI &ULB.

Shri Jolly  raised the following
preliminary  objections with respect to
the manner in w hich the proposed
amendment shav e been introduced in
the public domain:- He objected that
the claims & objections w ere inv ited
by making a small sized new spaper
notice by  indicating that the proposed
amendments could bed ow n loaded
from the A &N Administration’s websites.
Whereas, it is well know n to all that the
netw ork connectiv ity in our Islands
has still not improved in many Islands
and therefore, it w as not possible for
people or other stake holders residing
at those Islands to go through the
same, analyze the same and file their

respectiv e objec tions , if any.
Sec ondly,  the most concerned
stakeholders w ho would like to submit
their claims and objections w ould be
the elected members of Panchayati
Raj Institutions, w hereas it is a matter
of fact & of record that there are no
elected representativ es as the local
bodies elections were not held for the
past more than one and a half years.
Therefore, it is not a right time to notify
the proposed amendments and in my
view  let the same be published/notified
only after the elections with respect to
the Panchayati  Raj Institutions are
held, representativ es are elected and
bodies are constituted. This w ould
enable the elected representatives to
give their respective v iew s, claims
and objections, if any. Thirdly, in the
normal course, any  proposal for
amendments must be published
w idely  and this being an amendment
to one of the most important grass root
lev el democratic institutions, the
amendments ought to hav e been
publ is hed w idely  in al l da ily
new spapers properly and the same

s hould hav e been disp lay ed
prominently  in the new spaper it self
and not in the w ebsite. Fourthly, let
the amendments al one be published
and not the entire rules w hich are not
propos ed for amendm ents .
Furthermore, let the publication be
made in acomparativetabular format
highlighting/display ing the present
rules in one column the proposed rules
in the other column, so that a clear
p ic ture is
madeav ailabletothestakeholders/
generalpublicforarrivingataconclusionwithrespect
to changes or modifications which the
administration has proposed. The
stake holders, the general public
should be clearly  able to figure out the
proposed amendments, in order to
give their respectiv e v iew s. Fifthly,
the administration should assign
reasons for  the proposed
amendmentsclearlyjustifyingthesameanditsrequirements.Ithastobeplacedin
public domain as to w hat w ere the
reasons and objectiv es for w hich the
administration has come up with a
proposal for amendments. It also
needs to be placed on records to who

proposed these amendments, w hy
and by  w hom it was routed and for
w hat reasons. Sixthly, the provisions
c ontains only  regard ing the
tw otiersetup i.e. Gram Panchayats
and Zilla  Paris hads,  w here as
recently  it has been brought to  our
notic e that the middle tier  i. e.
Panchay at Sam i ti  is  be ing
reconstituted. Therefore, let the same
include the provisions pertaining to
Panchayat Samitis also. Lastly, from
a bare reading of the overall prov isions,
it is almost understandable that the
proposed amendment couldn’t serv e
the purpose of absolute grass root
democracy and strengthening the PRI
sy stem in these Islands. It appears
from various prov isions of the proposed
rules that the powers of Elected heads
have been curtailed, restricted and
contained with a view  to enhance the
powers of the Gov ernment officials.
Accordingly, he requested that all the
abov e objections be considered
categorically and the existing rules do
not call for any interference and needs
no amendments at all.

Vaccination drive continuing smoothly in isles
     Port Blair, Jan 19: The

v acc ination driv e is c ontinu ing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 6,01,917
beneficiaries in the age group of 18
and abov e hav e been v accinated
so far in A&N Islands. Similarly,
18,541 beneficiaries hav e been

v accinated in the age group of 15 to
18 y ears  agains t the target
beneficiaries of 23,000. The number
of benefic iaries admin is tered
precautionary  dose of v accine so far
stood at 3260. A total of 858 eligible
beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
A&N  Islands y esterday . 650

beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
South Andaman District, out of w hich,
165 beneficiaries w ere in the age
group of 15-18 y ears w hi le 85
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 18-44years. 137 beneficiaries w ere
v accinated in  N orth & M iddle
Andaman District, out of w hich, 22

beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 15-18 years while 18 beneficiaries
w ere in the age group of 18-44y ears.
71 beneficiaries w ere v accinated in
Nicobar District, out of w hich, 10
beneficiaries w ere in the age group
of 15-18 y ears while 8 beneficiaries
w ere in the age group of 18-44y ears.


