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Available home stay at golden
opulence Poonamalle, Chennai.
Fully furnished 2bhk apartment, with LED TV,

Fridge, washing machine, geyser, AC,
Induction, gas stove swimming pool  badminton
court and more. Hospital w ithin 10 km MIOT hospital,
Ramachandra hospital, Arvind eye hospital , saveetha

dental college, apollo hospital vanagaram, ACS
medical col lege.  Shopping zone includes sarvana
store porur, reliance smart, porur, VRM mal l. 30 min

from koyambedu metro station. 45 min from ai rport. 
T&C applied Only for people travelling from Andaman

and Nicobar island. 
Contact no. 9679581737 9434262369

To give  money in  cha rity  is
good, but  to be a  pure a nd

charit able soul is far gre ater.
19 contract employees of ANCOL
resent non-extension of services

The “No Parking”
board installed near
“Anbhu Jewellary”,
Goenkas Aberdeen
Bazaar may prevent
parking at the place
but is posing threat
for the commuters
due to its height.
Reportedly many

commuters suffered
head injury due to

hit wi th the
rectangular sheet of
the sign board A&N

Traffic Pol ice.
Commuters demand
adherence of basic

standards while
installing sign

boards.

Member, ANCPCR appeals children
to get vaccinated

Port B la ir ,  J an 24: T he
Andam an & N ic obar  U T
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights is functioning in these islands
w ith m andate to safeguard Child
Rights and to take up programs for
disseminating information on child
rights  and their protections.  It is
came to notice that the v accination
of C OVID – 19 for  age group
betw een 15 - 18 y ears is going on
in the South Andaman District, in
this  regard on behal f o f U T Commission for Protection of Child See... Page 02

MP visits hospitals in N&M
Andaman

Bi lliground, Jan 24: T he
M em ber of Par l iam ent,  Mr .
Kuldeep Rai Sharm a  v isi ting
hos pi tals  in N or th & M iddle
Andaman from 22nd-25th January
2022, to see the arrangements of
COVID-19 treatment facilities.

Today, Mr. Sharma v isited
PHC Bi lliground and local party

Gurudas Biswas

See... Page 02

Port B lair, Jan 24: In blatant
v iolation of the restrictions imposed
by  the District Administration to
prev ent the spread of Cov id-19, a
large num ber of c andidates
assembled in front of Andaman
College on Monday. The candidates
assembled in the Andaman College
to appear for the interv iew of Daily
R ated M az doors (DRM s ) in
Andaman College. According to
reports,  the fresh c andidates
selected in the interv iew at ANCOL
w ill replace the 19 DRMs w ho are
already  serv ing in ANC OL. The
college managem ent, instead of
giv ing these DRMs ex tensions,
hav e c alled for fresh applic ations
from the Employ ment Ex change.
Challenging the interv iew , the 19
DRMs approached the Court of Law
and sought a stay  order on the fresh

interv iew .  Despite the DR Ms
pleading the ANCOL management
not to conduct fresh interv iew s and
extend their serv ices, ANCOL w ent
ahead w ith the fresh interv iew  for
w hich hundreds of candidates today

assembled in front of the ANCOL,
v iolating social distancing norms.  It
may  be recalled that ex isting DRM
candidates had reques ted the
Pr incipal, AN COL to hold the
propos ed recruitment of DR Ms in

ANCOL and continue w ith their
ex tension. Refusing to put hold on
the interv iew , ANCOL conducted
the in terv iew  in  the c ol lege
premises on Monday  for appointing
Daily  Rated Mazdoors in ANCOL.
The Principal, ANCOL, published
the recruitment notice in a local
new spaper on 16th Jan 20202,
inform ing putting out detai ls and
names of candidates recommended
by  the loc al  Em ploy m ent
Ex change, Port Blair for appearing
in the interv iew  to be held today,
for recruitment of unskilled and semi
skilled w orkers for the ANCOL.

The 19 DRMs engaged by
ANCOL from 2015 onw ards hav e
performed to the best of satisfaction
of their superiors authori ties ov er
thes e y ears.  But ins tead of

Led by K Ganeshan, Green Hand‘s
NGO distributes face masks, sanitizers

to health workers
Port Blair, Jan 24: The Green

Hands  N GO led by  Mr.  K
Ganeshan former Chairperson,
PBMC, Lions Suresh on Saturday
distr ibuted facem as k s and
sanitizers to health w orkers of the
Community  health centre, Doctor,
ANM. As ha w orkers, Lab Asst,

Services of
MV Pilobhabi
withdrawn

Port B lair , Jan 24: T his is
to inform that due to tec hnic al
reas ons ,  the  s erv ic es  of
Vehic l e  fer ry  v es s el  M V
Pi lobhabi  p ly ing betw een
C hatham  – Bamboofla t has
been w ithdraw n from  serv ices
w .e.f. 25.01.2021. In absence
of MV Pilobhabi,  02 Vehicle
fer ry  v essels namely  MV Mus
and M V Lapathy  s hal l  be
prov iding s erv ic es in  the
abov e route. How ev er , the
Direc torate is  putting all  effor ts
for  ear ly  completion of the
repair and restore normalcy. Till
such tim e, the commuters are
requested to c ooperate w ith
th is Di rec torate.

Betapur BCC raises improvement of health
facilities, staff shortage in PHC Billiground
Bi lliground, Jan. 24: M r.

Manoj it Halder  Betapur Block
Congress Committee Billiground,
today  w rote a letter to member of
Parliament,  Shri Kuldeep R ai
Sharm a dur ing v is it a t PHC
Billiground. The inpatient w ard of
PHC Bi lliground is in dilapidate
condition, so, it needs repairing and

Gurudas Biswas

Rangalal Halder greets Islanders on
National Voters Day

The Andaman & Nicobar
Territor ial Congress C ommittee
President Mr. Rangalal Halder has
greeted all Islanders on the occasion

of 12th National Voters’ Day w hich is
being celebrated today. In his message,
Mr. Halder  obs erv ed that the
celebrations on National Voters’ Day  is

a reminder to all eligible v oters of their
responsibility to participate in the
electoral process and strengthen the

See... Page 02

73rd Republic Day to be celebrated in a befitting manner  
Port Blair, Jan 24: This y ear

too, the Republ ic Day  w ill  be
celebrated in a manner befitting the
occasion, how ev er w i th some
ex tra precaution and measures in
v iew  of the prev ailing COVID-19
situation. In the A&N Islands, as
per the tradition, the National Flag
w ould be unfurled at all Gov t,

offices/institutions including schools,
dispensaries, post offices etc. The
Lt. Gov ernor, A&N Island will grace
the function at Netaji Stadium, Port
Blair and will unfurl the National Flag
at 8:35 am after lay ing w reath at the
‘Marty r’s Column’  at the National
Memorial - Cellular Jail. The parade
and guard of honour w ill comprise of

the armed contingents of the Army,
Nav y, Ai r Force, Coast Guard,
A&N Police and a lso contingents
from Fire Brigade and NCC along
w ith their bands . In v iew  of the
COVID-19 situation no publ ic or
school children w ill take part in the
ceremony. The pre-Republic Day

See... Page 02

Vaccination-
shield against

the virus
Port Blai r, Jan 24:    The

v accination driv e is continuing
smoothly  in A&N Islands. As per
data av ailable, a total of 6,03,007
beneficiaries in the age group of 18
and abov e hav e been v accinated
so far  in A&N Islands. Simi larly,
19,091 beneficiaries hav e been
v accinated in the age group of 15
to 18 y ears against the target
beneficiaries of 23,000. The number
of benefic iaries administered
precautionary  dose of v accine so
far stood at 4430.  A total  of 11
el igib le  benefic iar ies  w ere
v acc inated in South Andaman
Dis tr ic t w hi le  the number of
benefic iaries  adm in is tered
precautionary  dose of v accine
stood at 10.

COVID-19
status in
Port Blair, Jan 24: During the

RT-PC R test conducted on 81
pas sengers w ho arriv ed here
Saturday, 27positiv e case has been
detected. yesterday, 6 flights w ith 593
passengers arrived, out of which, 486
passengers w ere v accinated w ith
both doses w hile RT-PCR test was
c onducted on101pas sengers
(4foreign traveler) and the reports are
awaited.  During RAT conducted on
23 passengers bound for North &
Middle Andaman at Ferrargunj, one
positiv e case has been detected. At
Mohanpura Bus Terminus, test was

See... Page 02

ASOA welcomes approval given to
operation of near coastal vessels
to operated between Isles-south

eastern Asian countries
  Port Blair , J an 24: T he

Andaman Ship Owner Association,
an organization w hich represents
ship ow ners and operators of cargo
and pas senger  v ess els and
transport ov er 90% of the cargo
being mov ed from the mainland to
islands and inter-islands and ferry
80% of the touris t traffic betw een
Port Blair – Neil – Hav elock, w ould
like to w elcome the in-principle
approval for Indian Coastal Vessels
(Near  Coastal Vessels -NC V) to
operate betw een Andam an &
Nicobar Is lands and the West
Coast of  Thailand, Malay sia and
Indonesia seamlessly  w ithout

hav ing to change their trade license
and offic ers / c rew .   S im ilar
permission w as av ailable earlier
for trad ing w i th  M y anm ar,
Banglades h, Sri  Lanka and
Maldiv es .    The  demand  for
declaring the abov e areas under
NCV had been raised by  our
Association and the trade for the
last decade or s o as this w ould
giv e addi tional  s cope for  the
deploy ment of the Indian Coastal
Vessels in the abov e sectors and
w ould generate opportunities for
trade and touris m  betw een
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and

See... Page 02
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EDITORIAL
Political surge

Amid the surge of Om icron, the Election Commiss ion has
announced the dates for assembly  elections in fiv e states, beginning
February 10, with sev eral restrictions on campaigning. A consensus
had emerged among political parties that polls be held on schedule.
The onus is now  on the parties to adhere to EC guidelines — for
now, till the EC rev iew s the situation, they must hold virtual, digital
campaigns instead of mega rallies. Political parties must let science
and data on the pandemic’s trajectory  guide the v oters’ journey  to
the polling booths. They  must take the EC’s cue — it has raised the
limits on campaign ex penditure — and dev ise innov ativ e and safe
campaigns.Of the five states that go to polls, the BJP is the incumbent
in four. Uttar Pradesh is the most crucial since w inning the state is
central to the party’s plans for the 2024 general election. The BJP’s
tw in planks of Hindutv a and “double-engine grow th”  — the latter
formulation is based on the presumption that it needs the same
party to hold office at the Centre and state to facilitate dev elopment
— w ill  be tested in UP, w hich sends 80 MPs  to the Lok Sabha.
The BJ P, and Prime Minister N arendra Modi personally , hav e
inv ested much political capital in UP in the past fiv e y ears. Chief
Minister Adity anath’s gov ernance model, w hich addresses and
priv ileges “Hindu sentiment”  w hile being unforgiv ing of protest or
dissent, w ill also be on test — no party  has w on tw o successiv e
terms in UP since 1985. Modi’s frequent foray s into the state,
w hether for laying the foundation stone of the Ram mandir in Ayodhy a
or for the inauguration of the Kashi Vishw anath corridor complex  in
his parliamentary  constituency  of Varanasi, hav e only  serv ed to
up the stakes for the BJP. If UP is the state w here other parties w ill
find it challenging to battle the BJP, Punjab is for the Congress to
lose. For the first time, the state is witnessing a multi-polar contest
w ith the Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), Aam Aadmi Party,
farmers’ unions and the BJP in the fray. The farmers’ mov ement
forced a split in the SAD-BJP alliance and diminished the influence
of both parties but the leadership crisis and the rise of multiple
power centres may  hurt the Congress’s prospects. In Uttarakhand
and Manipur, infighting threatens the BJP’s prospects of retaining
office — the party w as forced to change its CM twice in Uttarakhand
and factionalism seems rampant in the Manipur BJP. The entry  of
Trinam ool Congress  and AAP complicates the picture in Goa,
w here elections hav e historically  been bipolar and determined by
local issues.While the BJP has much to lose in these elections, the
results could be transformativ e for the Opposition. The Congress is
the main challenger  of the BJP in the poll-bound states barring
Punjab, w here it is in a piv otal position. Failure to perform w ell in
these elections w ill further dent the Congress’s claim to lead the
Opposition space w hich is now  bristling w ith ambitious regional
forces. Goa is an important test for the TMC, w hile Punjab offers
another opportunity  for the AAP to grow bey ond Delhi. March 10,
w hen results come in, is likely  to be a day  of reckoning for both the
ruling party  and the Opposition.
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Nearly 135 Terrorists Waiting At Line Of Control
To Enter Kashmir: Top Border Force Official
In 2021, 58 attempts were made, in which five terrorists were killed, 21 returned and one

surrendered, the official said, giving details of the infiltration bids.

About  135
terrorists  are present at
launch pads across the
bor der ,  w ai ting  to
in fi l tra te in to Ind ia,
Ins pector General  o f
Border Security  Force,

T hei r  fam i l ies  n eed to  be
monitored," he said, adding, there
is  a lo t o f s y nergy  betw een the
Army  and the BSF."The more w e
conduct area dominations, k eep
w atch and surv eillance, the more
difficu lt i t w i ll  be for them  to
infiltrate. We are putting in all-out
efforts s o that no in fi ltration is
a llow ed,  that zero in fi l tration
happens ," he sa id.

"As and w hen any one is
spotted cross ing the LoC , he is
challenged and if fir ing is used,
he is killed l ike the recent k illing
of a terroris t on January  2," the
IG BSF added.Ask ed about the
Tal iban threat, he s aid, "There is
nothing l ike that till  now , but w e
are k eeping an ey e on the
dev e lopm ent s . "  "N oth i ng
concrete has com e into notice so
far,  but w e are keeping an ey e
on i t. We are keeping a strict
v igi l," he s aid talking about the
apprehens ions of w eapons from
Afghanistan finding their w ay  into

Kashmir.On the issue of
drones, the IG BSF s aid
the drone threat is "v ery
real".

"Las t y ear  a ls o
drones w ere noticed, but
no one v entured inside
our terri tory . T his  y ear,
w e are taking enough
measures and anti-drone
techniques. We are also
getting a few  drones,
and w e w il l  tac k le i t
v ery  effec tiv e ly , " he
said.

He s aid the other
c hal lenge before the
securi ty  forc es on the
LoC  is that of narc otic s.

"T here hav e been
atte m pts  to  pus h
narcotics from  the other
side. We hav e seized it.
We hav e a z e ro-
tolerance polic y  against
narc otic s ," M r Singh
said.

ANCOL .. from... Page 01

Kashm ir,  Raja Babu Singh said
today.

How ev er, he asserted that
the ov erall  situation at the Line of
Control  (LoC ) is "peac eful" and
said the number of infiltration bids
w as  les s e r  las t y ear  in

comparis on to prev ious  y ears.
"T he ov eral l s cenario a long the
LoC  is  peac efu l . S inc e the
s ig ning o f the c eas ef i re
agreem ent, there has been a
general  peac e a long the LoC in
the Kas hm ir  frontier, " the BSF

officer said.  In 2021, 58 attempts
w ere made,  in  w hich fiv e
terrorists w ere ki lled, 21 returned
and one s urrendered,  he s aid,
giv ing deta ils of the infiltra tion
bids.

"T here hav e been repor ts
that 31 infiltrated in 2021,  130 in
2019, and 36 in 2020," the
Inspec tor-Genera l ( IG)  said.

In  2 021,  the  BSF
succ ess fu lly  rec ov ered three
AK-47 r ifles,  six  9-m m pis tols,
1, 071 am munitions,  20 hand
grenades,  tw o IEDs,  and 17.3
kg of heroin - w orth ? 88 c rore -
in d ifferent operational  incidents,
he s aid.

The BSF IG said there are
reports that "104 to 135 terrorists"
are present at d ifferent launch
pads across the LoC and w aiting
to infiltrate."There are also reports
that some guides hav e gone from
here and crossed the LoC to that
side. So,  w e need to monitor
them as and w hen they  return.

Ngo .. from... Page 01

w ork ers. During the v is it, he
interacted w ith the patients, the
genera l public and also w i th the
medical staff. The patients  and
genera l public of the area w hile
interacting w ith the M ember of
Parliament raised sev era l issues
related to health infrastructure. He
particularly  enquired the MO about
the COVID situation in Billiground
and OPD patients, the av ailability
of the medicines  at hospital ,
surveillance sy stem in Billiground,
MO div ulge to MP that daily  about
100 out-patients  are coming for

diagnosis and MO said that there is
a separate control room established
for the surv eillance sy stem by  the
local  admin is tration. T he
Surv eillance teams v isited house
to house and enquired about the
fev er cas es. After that the MP
v isited various w ards in the v icinity.
On 22nd Jan, Sharma w ill v isit
CHC Diglipur in the morning and
23rd morning PHC Kalighat, District
Hos pi ta l  M ay abunder  in  the
ev ening.   24th he  v isi ted  CHC
Rangat and on the 25th v isited
Kadamtala and Baratang.

 

MP VISIT .. from... Page 01

extending services of these DRMs,
after six y ears of engagement, fresh
interv iew s hav e been called for
rec ru itment of new  DR Ms  in
ANCOL to replace the ex is ting
DRM  w ork ers. Despite hav ing
com plete idea that in a rec ent
judgment, the Hon’ble Cour t has
clearly  stated that one set of contract
w orkers /employ ees cannot be
replaced by  another set of contract
w orkers/employ ees, the Principal
AN COL w ent ahead w i th the
interv iew . The Administration cannot
lose sight of the judgment and go for
arbitrary  and illegal replacement of
ex isting w orkers . F ur ther , a
conciliation case is pending before

the Conciliation Officer of the Labour
Department of the Administration. At
a time w hen the case is pending
before the Conciliation Officer, the
serv ice c onditions of the DRM
w orkers cannot be altered in a
unilateral manner. Replacing the
ex isting DRM w orkers w ith a new
set of w orkers w ill be a gross
v iolation of the prov isions of the
Labour Law s, said a candidate on
the c ondi tion of anony m ity .
Replac ing the ex isting  DRM
w orkers w ith new  DRMs  w i ll
render the 19 DR Ms w ithout  jobs
as this is the only  source of their
income to earn tw o square meals
for their families. 

Rights     Smt.  Sampa  Banerjee,
Member UTCPCR hav e v isi ted
the v acc ination centers  such as
Boy s  Senior  Secondary  School,
Por t Bla ir and GDM S, Port Blair
on 19th   Jan  2022  and  JNRM
College on 20th Jan 2022. During
the v isi t, Sm t. Sampa Banerjee,
Member UTCPCR interacted w ith
the children of v arious  schools
w ho  reac hed the v accination
centers for their v accination and it
w as noticed that the children of the
Is lands are inv olv ed w ith the
v accination programme positiv ely.
F ur ther  i t is a ls o c am e to
understand that some children are

not interested to be par t of the
v ac cination due to som e health
iss ues. On behalf o f UTCPCR,
she requested the children of age
betw een 15 to 18 and their parents to
send their children to the v accination
centers at Port Blair and be part of
the v accination. The Commission
also appeals to the community  at
large to come forw ard and bring to its
notic e any  is s ue pre & pos t
v accination. Communication may  be
c onv ey ed at e . mai l
ID utcpcr.ani@gmail.com,. Office
No. 232794, 232799. The Members
may  be contacted at 9679599887,
9474201147.
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Safaiw ala & Ward Boy  Delanipur.
Green Hands  N GO has been
distributing fac emasks and hand
sanitizers to the needy  people in the
city  w ith the aim to prev ent the

spread of Cov id-19 in the islands.
Ov er the period, this NGO has
been able to distribute a huge
quanti ty  of sanitizes to the needy
section in the islands.

renov ation w ith all facilities, X-Ray
Machine, the lipid profile related
c hec king mac hine,  Diabetes
diagnosis machines and many
more technical and Lab instruments
are out of order since few months or
y ears repeated request w as made
by  Hospital authority  but all in vain.
So peoples this area are suffering a
lot of difficulties as they  hav e to
proceed at May abunder or Rangat
for av ailing that facility. He said the
the health centre required Ultrasound
and Dialy sis M achines at PHC
Billiground, because the pregnant
ladies and the Dialy sis patients who
ev er need the facilities used to go at
District Hospita l May abunder or
CHC Rangat w hich are about 35
Kms. Away  for w hich they  hav e to
face a lot of physical problems and
sometimes could not afford  journey
cost. There are a quit shortage of
Para medical staffs, such as Staff
nurs e,  w ard boy,  Dress er ,
Laboratory  As s is tant and
Pharm acis t. T he res identia l

accommodation of Medica l Staffs
as w ell as serv ing Doctors are in
dilapidate condition, need urgent
repair or new  construction. Urgent
need of fill up the post of Homeopathy
Doctor w hich is ly ing v acant since
last six  y ears. Mr. Halder requested
a public demand that one Medical
Sub Centre at Lax mi Nallah Katai
should be open. As there are more
than 1500 v illagers liv ing facing
v ery  hardship in daily  life and the
v illage is situated at a v ery  further
long area from PHC Billiground
w hich is also not connected w ith
motorable road. PHC Billiground
prov ides its serv ices to the peoples
cov ering the area from Basantipur
to Panchaw ati and Lax mi N allah
Kata i to Curtbert Bay  w hic h is
habituated by  more than 20000
human being. During special or
c ri tic al  treatment need m ore
technical facilities and als o need
more doctors in various department.
So, up gradation of PHC to CHC
is a ling pending demand.

Billiground.. from... Page 01

democratic framework. He noted that it
w as gratify ing to learn that the number
of v oters hav e increased in A&N

Islands this y ear, and hoped that the
new  v oters w ould duly ex ercise their
v ote in the coming elections.

voters.. from... Page 01

- 2022 address of the Lt. Gov ernor to the residents of A&N Islands
w ill be broadcasted/telecasted on the AIR/Doordarshan as per the below
mentioned programme.
Pre-Republic Day Address of Hon’ble Lt. Governor to the Islanders 

(25/01/2022) 
S.No. Time Event 

1. 1945 
hrs 

Address by the Hon’ble Lt . Governor through Doordarshan, 
Port Blair 

2. Address by the Hon’ble Lt . Governor through All India Radio 

26/01/2021 ------ ------- ------ ------- ------ ------- ------ -------- ------ ------- ------ ------- ------ ---- 
1. 0830 

hrs 
Repeat telecast of the address  by the Hon’ble  Lt. Governor 
through Doordarshan, Port Blair 

 

B. The Minute-to-Minute programme of the Main Function at Netaji  
Stadium on  26/01/2022 

S. No. Time Events Action   

1. 0805 Hrs Assembly of participants for 
the  for Fall-in-Parade 

Respective 
Contingent reach their 
place  

  

2. 0810 Hrs Fall-in-Parade Respective Contingent 
Commanders  take charge  
of their   

3. 0815 Hrs Parade Commander takes 
charge of the Parade. 

Lillee  nis 
Guard and Band take 
posit ion. 

  

4. 0820 Hrs Hon’ble Lt. Governor leaves Raj 
Niwas 

Pilot and two outride rs 
escort the Hon’ble Lt. 
Governor 

  

5. 0825 Hrs Hon’ble Lt. Governor reaches 
“Nat ional Memorial” Cellular 
Jail and places wreath at the 
Martyr’s Column 

Action by A & N Police  
  

6. 0832 Hrs Hon’ble Lt. Governor leaves for 
Ne taji Stadium 

Buglers sound fanfare, 
the Guard is brought 
to Savadhan position. 

  

7. 0834 Hrs Hon’ble Lt. Governor alights 
from the car at  the Ne taji 
Stadium. 

DC (SA) an d SP (SA ) 
receive HLG and 
conduct him to the 
dais . 

  

8. 0835 Hrs Unfurling of Nat ional Flag 
followed by flypast by MI - 17 
helicopte r carrying National 
Flag. 

HLG unfurls the 
Nat ional Flag assisted 
by the  Yeoman. DC 
(SA) and SP (SA) stand 
on the dais behind 
HLG. COG orders 
“Guard Rashtriya 
Salute Salaami 
Shastra” 

  

 

9. 0836 Hrs to 
0843 Hrs 

•      Parade Commander orders “Parade  Bhaju Shastra”. 
•      Parade Commander reports to Hon’ble Lt . Governor “Parade 
Nirakshan Ke Liye Hazir Hai Shrimaan” 
•      Jeep comes in front of dais and Hon’ble Lt. Governor with 
Parade  Commander inspects the Guard of Honour. On 
Comple tion of the inspection, jeep stops  in front  of dais. 
................................................................ 
•      Hon’ble Lt. Governor and Parade Commander alights from 
the jeep. 
•      Parade Commander Salute?? 

10. 0844 Hrs Nat ional Anthem Teachers f̂~ 
Education Dent 

11. 0845 Hrs Hon’ble  Lt. Gove rnor leaves  for 
Raj Niwas 

  

The A&N Administration greets all the residents of the A&N Islands the occasion of 73th 
Republic Day of the Nation. 
 

73rd Republic Day  .. from... Page 01

the South East Asian countries apart
from employ ment opportunities for
sea-farers. The Andaman Ship
Ow ner Association on behalf of the
shipping fraternity  as w ell as trade
w ould like to thank the Gov ernment
of India for hav ing accorded the in-
principle approval.   Special thanks
and gratitude are due to the Andaman

& Nicobar Administration especially
the Chief Secretary, Shri Ji tendra
Narain for hav ing pursued this case
in right earnest to ensure that the
proposal, w hich had been pending
for long, w as accepted by  the
Government of India.  We now  look
forw ard to the formalization of the
multilateral agreement.
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conducted on 30 passengers, no
positive case has been detected. At
Phoenix  Bay  Jetty, 3 passengers
w ere tested with RAT and no positiv e

case has been detected. RTPCR test
was conducted on 14 crew  members
of M.V Chouldari, reports of w hich
are awaited.

COVID-19 .. from... Page 01

 DCC President demands
bus facility from Bambooflat

Jetty to Rajiv Nagar via
Tsunami Shelter

Port Blair, Jan 24: The District
Congress Committee President Mr.
V.K Abdul Aziz has w ritten a letter to
the Assistant Engineer, STS Unit,
Ferrargunj and urged him to ply  a
bus from Bambooflat Jetty  to Rajeev
Nagar v ia Tsunami Shelter daily  at
7:00 pm.  He notified that around 300
peoples trav el daily  on this route and
due to unavailability  of bus serv ice

at ev ening the residents of the area
are finding it difficult to reach their
homes on time and are forced to w alk
all the w ay  back to their home by
spending huge amount daily to travel
by  auto or other mediums.  He
c oncluded by  requesting the
Assistant Engineer to act on the plea
and take remedial measures by
prov iding a bus on urgent basis 

Online applications invited for Nari
Shakti Puraskar 2021

Last date for nomination is Jan. 31
Port Blai r,  J an. 23: The

M inis try  of Wom en & C hi ld
Dev elopm ent c e lebrates
International Women’s Day  ev ery
y ear on 8th March to acknow ledge
the achiev ement of w omen for the
nation and rec ogniz es  the i r
contributions to the society. The
Ministry  has decided to confer Nari
Shakti Pursakars ev ery  y ear to
ind iv idual and institu tions  in
recognition of their serv ice tow ards
the cause of w omen empowerment
,  s pec ia l ly  v u lnerable and
marginalized women. The recipient
of the Nari  Shakti Puraskar  is
declared ev ery  y ear by  20th
February  and aw ards are conferred
on 8th March on the occasion of
International Women’s Day . The
max imum num ber of aw ards
(including indiv idual and institutional)
w ould be 15.  How ev er , any
relax ation to the max imum number
may  be at the discretion of the
Selection Committee. The aw ard in
eac h category  s hall  carry  a
certificate and a cash amount of Rs.
2 lakh per aw ardee. The eligibility
criteria for nomination is av ailable
in the guidelines of the Ministry. The
des ignated por ta l  is  opened
throughout the y ear and details are
placed on the Min istries w ebsite.

Nominations w ill be receiv ed only
through designated w ebsite  i.e.
w w w .aw ards.gov.in . The link of
this w ebsite w ill also be av ailable
on the official w ebsite of the Ministry
of Women & Child Dev elopment
(w w w . w cd.nic.in). Applications
received other than online mode w ill
not be entertained. The last date for
nomination is 31st January, 2022.
Details regard ing e ligibi lity  and
guidelines in respect of Nari Shakti
Puraskar are av ailable on the abov e
said portal. Applications received by
the due date will be sent to the State/
UT and District Collector/ District
Magistrate,  other Gov ernment/
appropriate agencies/organizations
for v erification of the claims and
achiev em ents mentioned in the
appl ic ations .  A Sc reening
Comm ittee cons ti tuted by  the
M inis try  of Wom en & C hi ld
Dev elopment w ill  scrutiniz e and
short list the nom inations to select
the aw ardees on the basis of the
rec ommendation. The M inis try
reserves the right to reject any entry
w ithout assigning and /or disclosing
any  reason. Further details in this
regard may be obtained from Welfare
Officer (Women), Room No. 205,
Directorate of Social Welfare, Goal
Ghar, Port Blair.

Defence Ministry says lukewarm response for
Sainik School affiliation in 13 States, UTs

Puducherry, Ladakh, and Jammu
and Kashmir, the ministry  said in a
statement. The Union Cabinet had
in October last year approved a
proposal of setting up 100 affiliated
Sainik  Schools under the Sainik
School Society  in partnership w ith
States , NGOs or priv ate entities.
These affiliated schools w ill function
as an ex clusiv e v ertical which will
be dis tinct and d ifferent from the
ex isting Sainik Schools of the MoD.

schools from v arious States hav e
s ent thei r  applications  to get
themselv es affiliated w ith the Sainik
Sc hool Society,  the s tatement
noted. “At the same time, i t is
observ ed that participation of priv ate-
run or NGO-run or gov ernment-run
s chools from Goa, Manipur ,
Meghalay a, Sikkim, Tripura, West
Bengal, New  Delhi, Andaman and
N ic obar ,  Chandigarh,
Laks hadw eep,  Puduc herry ,
Ladakh, and Jammu and Kashmir
is lukew arm ev en w hen there is a
bright opportunity  for these State/

A proactiv e driv e in this regard w ill
hav e multiple effects in prov iding a
w indow  to address the aspirational
needs of parents  and students of
such areas, it added.Once schools
submit their application forms, their
ev aluation w ill be carried out by  a
School Ev aluation Committee at the
district lev el and the report w ill be
submitted to the Sainik School
Society  by  last w eek of January.
Schools approv ed by  the Sainik
School Society  w ill start follow ing
Sainik Schools’  curriculum and
activ ities from the nex t academic
y ear (April 2022) onw ards. This
curriculum w ould be for students of
Class 6 and abov e. Other aspects
of school management, including
training of teachers, implementation
of sports and other ex tra-curricular
ac tiv i ties ,  w i l l  be in tim ated
separately  to the approv ed schools.

U nion Terr itory
gov ernm ents  to
have Sainik School
established in their
area,”  it mentioned.

These affiliated schools w ill
function as an ex clusiv e v ertical
w hich w ill be distinct and different
from the ex isting Sainik Schools of
the MoD

Response from schools in 13
States and Union Territories to the
Centre ’s Sainik School affil iation
scheme has been lukew arm and a
proactiv e driv e is needed in this
matter , the Ministry  of Defence
(MoD) said on January  22. These
13 States and Union Territories are
Goa, Manipur, Meghalay a, Sikkim,
Tripura, West Bengal, New  Delhi,
Andam an and N ic obar ,
C handigarh,  Lak s hadw eep,

Approx imately  230
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CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

CAG Recruitment 2022, Apply
49+ Sr. Audit Officer & Other

Vacancies @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022|Sr. Audit officer & Asst. Audit Officer Post|49+ v acanc ies

|Closing Date: 21.01.2022 & 31.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ cag.gov.in
CAG Recruitment 2022: In  this  article, w e hav e des cribed the Lates t Jobs of CAG

Recruitment 2022 details. New  Delhi has inv ites applications from eligible applicant for hiring
49+ v acancies. Post w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Interested and eligible applicant
should apply  through offline mode only. These 49+ v acancies w ill be allocated for the post of
Sr. Audit officer, Asst. Audit Officer, Sr. Account Officer. Before final submission of application
form, candidate must rev iew  their application form carefully. Selected candidate w ill get the
pay  m atrix  of lev el-8 & lev el-10.  The last date to apply  for the post of Sr. Audit Officer/Sr.
Account Officer (31.01.2022) and other post should be (21.01.2022).

Appointment w ill be based on deputation basis. The period of deputation can be ex tended
/ curtailed as per candidate performance. Central gov ernment job seekers may dow nload the
CAG rec ruitment notification from official w ebsite. Recruitment proc ess may  be based on
w ritten test/interv iew . Ex perience in relev ant field is eligible to apply. Candidates w ho satisfy
the below  condition may  send their filled application form a long w ith s upport documents/
certificates like bio data, photocopies, integrity certificate and v igilance certificate etc to reach
the giv en below  address. Read the below  table to get the details of location, post name and
organization name etc.

Details regarding CAG Sr. Audit offic er & other jobs like educational qualification, age

SSC CGL Exam Notification
2022, Assistant & Other Vacancies,

Apply Online @ ssc.nic.in
SSC CGL Ex am Notific ation 2022 | Combined Graduate Lev el Ex amination | Various

Vacancies | Last Date: 23.01.2022 | SSC C GL Recru itment Notification @ ssc.n ic.in
SSC C GL Ex am Notification 2022: Staff Selec tion Commission (SSC) has released

Combined Graduate Level Ex amination on 23.12.2021. As per SSC CGL ex am notification
(No. 3/6/2021-P&P-I (Vol.-I)), the commission has announced Group B & Group C v acant
positions in different Ministries/ Departments/ Organizations of India. SSC CGL ex ams w ill
be conducted to fill up the following posts such as Assistant Audit Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Assistant Section Officer, Assistant,  Inspector, Assistant Enforcement Officer, Sub
Inspector, Superintendent, Research Assistant, Div isional Accountant, Auditor, Tax  Assistant
& Other posts.  Online registration link is av ailable from  23.12.2021 at w w w .ss c.nic. in.
Candidates w ho w illing to w ork under Central Gov ernment may  apply  online for SSC CGL
ex am 2021 notification. The Last date to submit the online form is 23.01.2022.

Bachelor’s Degree holders can apply  for SSC CGL ex am 2021. Applicants must hav e
attained the prescribed age limit. SSC CGL ex am consists of Tier I & Tier II (Computer Based
Ex am),  Tier III (Descriptiv e paper) & Tier  IV (CPT/ Data Entry  Speed Test). SSC CGL
notification 2021 & apply  online l ink for SSC recruitment are av ailable @ w w w . ssc.nic.in.
Aspirants need to pay  a fee v ia prescribed mode. CA/ C MA/ Degree in Law  is des irable
qualification to apply  for this SSC CGL recru itment. Selec ted candidates w ill be appointed
any w here in India. Indicativ e sy llabus & ex am scheme are mentioned in official notification.
More details of SSC CGL recruitment 2021 notification, sy llabus, ex am date, previous question
paper, admit card, answ er key, m erit list, s election lis t, results and upcoming SSC ex am
notices w ill be uploaded at official w ebsite.

AFFIDAVIT
I,  Sm ti  NEELAM TIGGA,  W/o No

10535539H R ank N K Name N IR MAL
BARLA presently  residing at 154 inf Bn (TA)
BIHAR, C/o  99 APO, Brichgunj under the
Port Blair Tehsil, South Andaman District, do
hereby  do hereby  solemnly affirm and declare
as follow s:

1. That my  actual name is NEELAM
TIGGA as per my  Aadhaar card N o 3946
6020 5675 & PAN Card No. BJLPN 9727J.

2. That now due to numerological mistake
I intend to change my  name from NEELAM
BARLA to NEELAM TIGGA.

3. That NEELAM BARLA and NEELAM
TIGGA is the same and one identical person
and hav ing no any  differences.

4. That henceforth I shall be know n and
called by  the new ly  adopted name NEELAM
TIGGA w hich is also applicable for all official
purpose, hence this affidav it.

The abov e said statements are
true and correct to the best of my  know lwdgw
and belief.

Deponent

FOR SALE
1 No. Redi Go Car Color white AN01P6754

Only running 2000 km.
Contact no: 9434285887,9679545062

Unvaccinated, Those Under 15
Not Allowed At R-Day Parade.

See Guidelines
Police also said that people will have to adhere

to all Covid-protocols, such as wearing face
masks and maintaining social distancing, at the

programme on Rajpath on January 26.

 People attending the Republic Day parade
must be fully  v accinated against Cov id and
children below  15 y ears of age will not be allowed
to attend the function, a set of guidelines issued
by  the Delhi Police stated. Police also said that
people w ill hav e to adhere to all Covid-protocols,
such as w earing face masks and maintaining
social distancing, at the programme on Rajpath
on January  26. "It is neces sary  to hav e both
doses of anti-coronav irus v accine. Visitors are
requested to bring their v accination certificate,"
the Delhi Police tw eeted. It said that ch ildren
below  15 y ears of age are not allow ed in the
function.  The national  Cov id v accination
programme, w hich initia lly  started w ith health
care and frontline w ork ers on January  16 last
y ear, w as gradually  ex tended for all those abov e
18 y ears of age. From this month, children in the
age group of 15-18 y ears  started getting
v accinated, and healthcare and frontline workers
and those aged 60 and abov e with comorbidities
are being giv en 'precaution' doses, amid a spike
in cases due to the Omicron v ariant.

Listing the guidelines, the Delhi  Police
tw eeted that the seating blocks w ill open for
v isitors at 7 am and requested them to arriv e
accordingly.

Since parking is limited, visitors have been
adv ised to use carpool or tax i. They  are also
reques ted to carry  a v alid identity  card and
cooperate during security check, it said.

"There w ill be a prov ision for depositing
remote-controlled car lock key s in each parking
area," police tw eeted.

On Sunday , Delhi Police Com missioner
Rakesh Asthana had said ov er 27,000 police
personnel have been deploy ed for security duties
in the national capital and anti-terror measures
intensified in v iew  of Republic Day.

T hes e personnel ,  inc lude deputy
c om mis s ioners  of po l ic e, as s istant

commissioners of police and inspectors, sub-
inspectors. Police personnel, com mandos,
officers and jaw ans of the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) hav e also been deploy ed, he
had said.

On Republic Day  security arrangements,
Mr Asthana had said 27,723 Delhi Pol ice
personnel including 71 DCPs, 213 ACPs and
753 inspectors hav e been deploy ed in the capital
for the parade. They  are being assisted by  65
companies of CAPFs.

He had m entioned that the anti-ter ror
measures  tak en include bloc kades (nakka
bandi) at v arious places, checking of v ehicles,
hotels, lodges and dharamshalas and v arious
v erification driv es like that of tenants, serv ants,
labourers.

In the last tw o m onths , the anti-ter ror
m eas ures  hav e been in tens ified,  the
comm is sioner  has  s aid.  C ounter  drone
technology  is being used for air space security.
The security  in and around the area w here the
Republic Day  celebrations w ill take place has
als o been secured w ith the help of the Delhi
Pol ice and other agencies, M r Asthana had
said.

To create aw areness , he had s aid that
through social m edia, police are also putting
out facts and impor tant information so that no
anti-social  element runs a misinformation
cam paign. About traffic  arrangem ents,  Mr
Asthana had said an adv isory  has already  been
issued stating specific restrictions on routes so
that no inconv enience is  caus ed to general
public. According to a recent order, operation of
sub-conv entional aerial p latforms, including
UAVs,  paragliders and hot air balloons,  ov er
the national capital has been prohibited in v iew
of the Republic Day  celebrations.

The order came into effect on January  20
and w ould remain in force till February  15.

Tamil Nadu Bride Cancelled
Shaadi After Groom Slapped

Her. Then She Married...

A bride in Tam il Nadu called off her
w edding after the groom allegedly  slapped her
for dancing at a w edding func tion. She then
married her cousin hours later, according to a
repor t in the T imes of India. The bride,  a
postgraduate from Panruti, and the groom , a
senior engineer  w i th a Chennai firm , had
decided to get m arr ied on J anuary  20.
How ev er, problem s arose a day  before their
w edding, w hen the couple and their fami lies
came together for a function that inv olv ed a
DJ and a dance floor.  The bride and the groom
w ere reportedly  dancing together unti l the
bride's cous in joined them on the dance floor.
Things w ent smoothly  until the cousin placed
his hands on the bride and groom's shoulders
and s tar ted danc ing w ith them,  w hic h
repor tedly  annoy ed the groom. T he groom
pushed the bride and her c ousin aw ay . What

Problems arose a day before
the wedding, when the bride
and groom were dancing at a

function

happened nex t is not c lear - but the br ide 's
family  insist that the groom slapped her.

As per a report in New s 18,  the bride's
father w as enraged that the groom had slapped
his daughter and asked him and his fam ily  to
leav e the hall . The br ide' s fami ly  a ls o
supported her in her dec ision to c all  off the
w edding.   After  that, the br ide 's relativ es
decided to get her married on the same date.
They  arranged her m arr iage to her cousin,
w ho belongs to Gingee tow n of Viluppuram
distr ict. The bride agreed to the proposal and
married her c ousin on January  20.

Meanw hile, the spurned groom has
lodged a com plaint at an a ll-w om en police
s tation i n  Panruti .  He is  s eek ing a
com pensation of ? 7 lakh, w hich he say s  is
the am ount h is fami ly  spent on w edding
preparations and functions.
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OPEN SECRET

R-Day: 6 Army contingents to showcase
uniforms through the decades

Six  Arm y  contingents
marching in the Republ ic Day
parade this y ear w ill show case the
different un iforms  w orn and
w eapons carried by  soldiers through

the decades, Chief of Staff of Delhi
Area Major General Alok Kakkar
said on Sunday. The Indian Army,
on January  15, unv eiled i ts latest
combat uniform. The new  uniform,

w hich w ill be made av ailable to 12
lakh personnel o f the forc e in a
phased manner, has changes
related to camouflage pattern and
design,  and is made of a new
material . Before th is, the force
changed its uniform in 2008. Each
Army  contingent at the parade w ill
display  the uniforms and w eapons
used by  the troops since the 1950s,
Major General Kakkar said in New
Delhi . T he Rajput Regim ent’s
contingent w ill w ear the Army ’s
uniform from the 1950s, carrying a
0.303 rifle. The Assam contingent
w ill carry  the same w eapons, but it
w ill adorn the uniform from the
1960s .  M us t See |Pom p,

pageantry, patriotism: Republic
Day  parade rehearsals on in capital
Simi lar ly , the four th and fifth
contingents from  the Sikh Light
In fantry  and Army  Ordnance
Corps regiments w ill w ear the
ex isting uniform  (introduc ed in
2008), and carry  the 5.56 mm
INSAS rifles. T here w ill be 16
marching contingents: six  from the
Army, one each from the Nav y
and the Air Forc e, four from the
CAPF,  tw o from the N CC, one
from the Delhi Police, and one from
NSS.  To m ainta in pandem ic
protocols, the number of members
in each contingent hav e been
reduced to 96 from 144 earlier.

Modi confers PM Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar on 29 children

The children have been awarded for “exceptional achievement’’ in
different sectors, including – Innovation (7), Social Service (4),
Scholastic (1), Sports (8), Art and Culture (6) and Bravery (3).

Pr im e Minister  N arendra
Modi on Monday  conferred the
Pradhan Mantri  Rashtriy a Bal
Puraskar (PMRBR) aw ard to 29
children from ac ross the c ountry
ahead of Republic Day. The children
receiv ed digital certificates through
the blockchain technology – the first
time that the tec hnology  has been
used in conferring aw ards by  the
gov ernment – and a cash prize of
Rs 1 lakh each. The Prime Minister
also interacted w ith the w inners
v irtually.

The aw ards hav e been giv en
for w inners of 2021 and 2022
PMRBR – certificates w ere issued
to 61 children from both y ears.

T he c hi ldren hav e been
aw arded for  “ ex c eptional
achiev ement’’ in different sectors,
including – Innov ation (7), Social
Serv ice (4), Scholastic (1), Sports
(8), Art and Culture (6) and Bravery
(3). There are 15 Boy s and 14 Girls
among the aw ardees belonging to
21 states and Union territories.

The Centre organised a virtual
ev ent for the aw ards, in light of the
dev eloping Covid-19 situation in the
country, and the aw ardees along
w ith their parents gathered at the
offices of their respectiv e district
magistrates w here they  interacted
v irtually  w ith the prime minister.

Also read |‘Only  12 states
selected for R-Day  tableaux  due to
limited time, space’ The aw ards
w ere handed out using a Block
Chain-driv en technology  dev eloped
by  IIT  Kanpur under the National
Blockchain Project. The digi tal

certificates are stored on d igital
w al lets insta lled on the mobile
devices of the recipients. The digital
c er ti fic ates is s ued using the
blockchain-driv en technology  are
unforgeable, globally  v erifiable,
s e lec tiv e ly  d is clos able and
sensitiv e to user  content, said a
statement issued by  the w omen
and child dev elopment ministry.

Union Women and C hi ld
Dev elopment Minister Smri ti Irani
and MoS Dr M unjpara
Mahendrabhai w ere also present at
the v irtual ev ent. Interacting w ith Av i
Sharm a of Indore,  M adhy a
Pradesh, the prime minister asked
him about the secret of his “prolific
output’’ of couplets based on the
Ramay ana. Sharma said that he
got the ins piration through the
broadcasting of the Ramay ana
during the lockdow n. Sharma also

recited some of his couplets. Also
read |Republic Day  tableaux  sneak
peek, security  up: Delhi in Photos

The prime minister s poke to
R em ona Ev ette Perei ra from
Karnataka about dance, w ith Puhabi
C hakrabor ti  o f Tr ipura and
Meedhansh Kumar Gupta from
Punjab about the ir  Cov id-19
innov ations  and apps  and
congratulated Dhiraj Kumar from
West Champaran in Bihar on sav ing
his y ounger brother from a crocodile
attack . Modi said that the aw ards
become “all the more significant in
the light of the fact that they  hav e
been conferred during the important
period w hen the c ountry  is
c elebrating Az adi  Ka Am r i t
Mahotsav ’’. Also mmark ing the
National Girl Child Day  on Monday,
Modi s aid that the contribution of
freedom fighters  l ike Bi rbala

Kanaklata Barua, Khudiram Bose
and Rani Gaidinilu w ere significant.
“T hese fighters had made the
country ’s freedom the miss ion of
their lives at a v ery  y oung age and
had dedicated themselv es for it,”
Modi said.

The prime minister remarked
that a digital statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose has  also been
installed near the India Gate in Delhi.
“We get the biggest inspiration from
Netaji  – duty  of the nation first.
Taking inspiration from Netaji, y ou
have to proceed on the path of duty
for the country,”  he added.Modi said
that in any  sector, policies and
initiativ es are keeping y outh at the
centre. He cited initiativ es like Start
Up India, Stand U p India, Digital
India, Make in India along w ith Jan
Andolan of Atmanirbhar Ind ia and
creation of modern infrastructure.

UAE Jet Bombs Rebels' Big Launcher
After Abu Dhabi Missile Attacks

Witnesses saw bright flashes arcing over the Emirati capital
Abu Dhabi in the early hours of Monday morning as two

ballistic missiles were intercepted, scattering debris
Yemen rebels fired missiles at

the United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia, w ith coalition forces hitting
back by  blow ing up the insurgents'
launchpad as a sharp escalation of
hostilities entered a second w eek
on Monday. Witnesses saw  bright
flas hes arcing ov er  the Emirati
capital Abu Dhabi in the early  hours
of Monday  morning as tw o ballistic
missiles were intercepted, scattering
debris. Nobody  w as hurt in the
attack , w hich came a w eek after
the Iran-backed Huthi rebels killed
three people in a drone and missile
assault on the city, triggering a v olley
of deadly  air strikes on Yemen.
Separately, missiles w ere fired on
Saudi Arabia in southern regions
bordering Yemen, w ith two people
w ounded in Jazan, and another
missile intercepted ov er Dhahran al-
Janub. The UAE said an F16 fighter
je t destroy ed a Huthi  m is si le
launcher in Al-Jaw f in northern
Yemen at 4:10 am (0110 GMT),
"immediately  after it launched tw o
ballis tic missiles  at Abu Dhabi". It
released a black-and-w hite v ideo
of the attack, show ing an ex plosion
follow ed by  a large fire that sent up
plumes of thick smoke.

The UAE, part of the Saudi-
led coalition fighting the Huth is, is
"ready  to deal with any  threats" and
w as "tak ing a l l nec ess ary
measures to protect the state from
all attacks", the defence ministry
said. The sev en-year conflict, which
has killed more than 150,000 and
displaced millions, according to the
U nited N ations , entered a
dangerous new  phase ov er the past
w eek. Coalition a ir strikes on the
Yemeni capital Sanaa and the Red
Sea port city  of Hodeida left at least

17 dead and knocked out the
struggling country 's internet.

At leas t 70 w ere also killed
and hundreds injured in an attack
on a pris on, although the coalition
denied responsibility.

After M onday 's attack, the
rebels threatened to ramp up their
targeting of UAE, and repeated their
w arning for fore ign companies to
leav e the oil, business, transport
and tourism hub.

"We are ready  to ex pand the
operation during the next phase and
confront escalation w ith escalation,"
rebel  military  spokesman Yahy a
Saree said in a telev ised statement.

He said the Huthis targeted
Abu Dhabi's Al Dhafra airbase --
w hic h hos ts  Em irati, US and
French forces -- as w ell as "v ital
and important" locations in the Dubai
area. The UAE did not report an
attack  on Dubai. While the rebels
hav e frequently  attacked Saudi

Arabia, the UAE is a new  front in a
conflict that also threatens the busy
Red Sea shipping route.

Earlier this month, after being
driven back by  UAE-trained forces
in a k ey  prov inc e in Yemen, the
Huthis hijacked a UAE-flagged ship
in the Red Sea,  say ing i t w as
carry ing w eapons.

But las t w eek's Abu Dhabi
attack -- the first deadly  assault on
UAE soi l acknow ledged by  the
Emiratis and claimed by  the Huthis
-- w as a shock for the UAE, usually
an oas is of calm  in the v o latile
region. Abu Dhabi lies about 1,500
ki lometres  (930 m iles) east of
Yemen's rebel-held capital Sanaa.

Repris als w ere sw i ft and
sev ere. Fourteen people died in an
air raid on Sanaa, and at least three
children w ere killed in an attack on
Hodeida that plunged country  into
an internet blackout. The coalition
denied carry ing out the strike on a

prison in the northern city  of Saada,
the rebels' home base, that killed at
least 70 people and w ounded more
than 100, ov erw helming hospitals.

Aid agencies dismis sed the
coalition's denial, how ev er, saying
that w itnesses in Saada heard fighter
jets ov erhead follow ed by  three loud
explosions.

"This is the latest in a long line
of unjustifiable air strikes carried out
by  the Saudi-led coalition on places
like s chools, hos pitals, markets,
w edding parties and prisons," said
Ahmed Mahat, head of mission for
Doctors Without Borders (MSF).

Yemen's  civ il w ar began in
2014 w hen the Huthis  se iz ed
Sanaa, prompting Saudi-led forces
to in terv ene to prop up the
government the following year.The
conflict has left millions on the brink
of famine, according to the UN
w hich calls it the w orld's  w orst
humanitarian catastrophe.


