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Thought for today
If you have the habit
of waiting for others,

you will get left
behind.

See... Page 02
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Port Blair, Dec 26:  With the Transport
Department making PUC (Pol lution Under
Control) Certificate mandatory for all categories
of v ehicles , serpentine queues hav e become
the order of the day  at the pollution checking
centres in city. For the past tw o day s, hundreds
of v ehicles w ere found queued at the l imited
testing centres in the city  with w ait ex tending for
more than 12 hours and motorists squabbling
ov er w aiting time for getting their vehicles tested
for em issions. What came in criticism for the
Transport Department is the sudden imposition
of the rider ignoring the fact that only three pollution
checking centres function in the city  for v ehicles

Por t Bla ir , Dec 26:  With
concerns  ris ing ov er c ases  of
Omicron v ariant, the Centre of
Fr iday  iss ued rev ised cl inic al
management guidelines of COVID-
19 in adult patients.  Accord ing to
the clinical guidance issued by  the
Health Ministry,  Remdesiv i r has
been asked to be “used in patients
w ith moderate to sev ere Cov id-19
and those w ith no renal or hepatic
dy sfunction within 10 day s of onset
of any  sy mptom”.

New  Delhi, 25th Dec, 2021: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in an address to the nation on Saturday  announced that
India w ill start v accinating children betw een the ages of 15 to
18 from January  3 nex t year, w hile healthcare and frontline
workers w ill be prov ided w ith “precautionary  doses”  from
January  10, 2022.

Also, people abov e 60 y ears of age w ho hav e co-
morbidities w ill hav e the option to take a booster dose, on a
doctor’s recommendation, from January  10. The Prime
Minister said it’s time to be careful as the highly  contagious
Omicron v ariant is spreading rapidly  across the world and

The President Daily Newspaper Association (DNA), Mr K
Ganeshan paid rich tributes at the Tsunami Memorial in the city
on Sunday to pay homage to the departed souls who lost their

lives in the devastating earthquake and tsunami of 2004. He also
paid respects to the 122 departed souls who lost their lives when

Air Force Station Car Nicobar was struck by the devastating
tsunami on 26 Dec 04. 

The Lions Club  of Aberdeen Andaman, District 324M paid
rich tributes at the Tsunami Memorial in the city on Sunday to
pay homage to the departed souls who lost their lives in the
devastating earthquake and tsunami of 2004. Lion s Club
President Mr V.Nathan, Secretary Mr R.Pandi Kannan, Tresurer
Mr SP.  Suresh Kumar & Zone Chairperson Ram dass &
Members of Lions Club of Aberdeen Andaman on the occasion.

The Lions Club of Aberdeen Andaman
donated 2 Nos portable Cold Mortuary to
K Ganeshan, Buniyadabad, Ex Chairperson
PBMC and Mr . SNNN.Gregory, former
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Lions Club of Aberdeen Andaman
donated 2 portable Cold Mortuary

Peace Educational and Charitable Trust (NGO) Anglican
Church of India CCI Diocese Andaman. Rev. Dr Vinodh

Kumar & Peace Foundation Team today met the K Ganeshan
Ex-Chairperson PBMC greeted him for X- Mas and new year.

A small prayer was held to bless success to all future
endeavors of K Ganeshan and prosperity of islands.

numbering in thousands.
Since the Transport

Department announced
that motoris ts  ply ing
w ithout follow ing pollution
norms shall be penalized
w ith fine upto to Rs.10000
as per section 190(2) of
the Motor Vehicles Act,
1988,  people started
making beelines at the
Pollution Testing Centres
in the city. A PU C test
inv olves checking for air

pollutants emitted by  vehicles, such
as  carbon monox ide and
hy drocarbons. The test cos ts
betw een Rs 60 and Rs 100. The
v alidity  of the certificate is one year
for BS IV v ehic les and three
months  for others. Queues at the
limited testing centres are getting
longer by  the day and the situation
is lik e to become more chaotic in
the coming day s, as per reports.

“ Ins tead of standing in  a
queue, v ehicle owners return after

Vaccine for 15 to 18 year old
from Jan 3, boosters for corona
warriors from Jan 10: PM Modi

See... Page 02

Omicron effect: Centre issues
revised COVID-19 clinical

management guidelines for adults
“Tocil izumab drug may  be

considered for use in the presence
of severe disease (preferably  w ithin
24 to 48 hours of onset of sev ere
disease/ICU admission), according
to the guidelines. Tocilizumab can
be used in case of significantly
raised inflammatory  markers (CRP
&/or IL-6), condition not improv ing
despite use of steroids and no activ e
bacterial/fungal/tubercular infection,”
the guidelines said w arning against

Port Blair, Dec 26:  The
Andaman and Nicobar Command
(ANC) conducted the third edition
of Defence of Andaman and
Nicobar  Islands 2021 (DANX-
21), a multi domain, multi service
exercise spanning ov er fiv e day s
from 20th to 24 Dec 21. The
ex ercise saw  participation of all
the four  components of ANC
along with assets and accretional
forces ex -Army, Nav y  and Air
Force in v alidating rapid response

Port Blair, Dec 26:  ANTCC
organises Sarv a Dharma Prathna
Sabha, pay s  glow ing tribute to
Tsunam i v ictims. An all rel igious
pray er meeting (Sarv a Dharma
Prathna Sabha) w as organized by
Andaman & N icobar Terri torial
Congres s Committee at Gandhi
Bhav an on 26th December, 2021 to
pay obeisance to the dear Islanders
w ho lost their precious lives in the
devastating Tsunami.

The function w as organized

Condoles demise
Port B lair, Dec 26: Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Mem ber of

Parliament, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Shri. K. Ganeshan
former Chairperson, PBMC hav e condoled the sudden demise of S
Parameshw ari Age 67 Ex - councillor, R/o Buniy adabad w ho died
25th Dec 2021 at G B Pant Hos pital.  May   the almighty  giv e
strength to the bereav ed family  members to bear this irreparable
loss. He pray ed for peace to the departed soul.

ANTCC holds Sarva Dharma Prathna
Sabha for victims of 2004 disaster

See... Page 02

3rd edition of DANX-21 conducted,
4 components of ANC partakes
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Port Blair, Dec 26: To promote

the v alues of cleanliness, discipline
and respect for env ironment, The
team of Yuv a Bharat Samaj Sev a
Charitable Trust in collaboration w ith
Hut Bay  Panc hay at held a
cleanliness driv e on 26.12.2021 at
Farm Tikery, Little Andaman.

During the cleanliness driv e,
We came across throw n garbage

Port Blair, Dec 26: As part of
‘ A z a d i k aA m r i t M a h o t s a v ’
ce lebrations,  to c omm em orate
the75th anniv ersary  of Ind ia ’s
Independence,Coast Guard under the
aegis of HQ Andaman and Nicobar
Command conducted a w alkathon on
23 Dec 21. The w alkathonw as flagged
off by  Ins pec tor GeneralD
Rajaputhran, TM, Commander Coast
Guard.The participants cov ered a

Walkathon by Indian
Coast Guard

distance of 05 Kms from Panipat
Road till Marina Park. The ev ent
w itnessed enthusiastic participation
from Coast Guard personnel as w ell
as children from different schools in
Port Blair. In addition to spreading
the m es s age of “F i t India
Campaign” , attention of the general
public w as also drawn tow ards the
importance of maintaining healthy
and hygienic liv ing standards.

Cleanliness drive at farm
Tikery, Little Andaman

by YBSSCT

by  the v illagers on the streets and
road s ides .  T he l i tters  w ere
collected in 06 huge bags  and
handed ov er to  the Hut Bay
panchay at m ember for  further
action.

We aim to make people aw are
of the importanc e and methods of
handling w aste responsibly and try Port B lair, Dec 26: Air Force Station Car

Nicobar organised a memorial serv ice as a mark
of respect to the 122 departed souls who lost their
liv es w hen Air Force Station Carnicobar was struck
by  the dev astating Tsunami on 26 Dec 04. During
this solemn ceremony, the personnel of the Station
paid tribute to the supreme sacrifice made by the air

See... Page 02

Memorial service at
AF Station Carnic

w arriors and their
families.  Air Cmde
P Mahes hw ar,
Vay uSena Medal,
w ho w as the Chief
Operations Officer of
Ai r F orce Station

Port B lair, Dec 26: SOCH a
short film  produc ed for social
awareness on discrimination faced
by  HIV positiv e patients w as
released on Youtube earlier today.
The short film has been produced
under the banner of Island Treasure

See... Page 02

Short Film by
Islanders of HIV
Awareness titled
‘SOCH released

See... Page 02

Queues getting longer as motorists
scurry for pollution certificates,

decry inadequate testing centres
Vehicle owners demand time for obtaining PUCs

Vaccination
drive going
smoothly in

isles
Port Blair, Dec 26: The

vaccination drive is
continuing smoothly in A&N

Islands. As per data
available, a total of 5,89,563

beneficiaries have been
vaccinated so far in A&N

Islands. A total of 476 people
were vaccinated in South

Andaman District on Friday.
400 beneficiaries were

vaccinated in South Andaman
District, out of which 57

beneficiaries were in the age
group of 18-44 years.

Similarly, 54 beneficiaries
were vaccinated in North &

Middle Andaman District out
of which 6 beneficiaries were
in the age group of 18-44. 22
beneficiaries were vaccinated

in Nicobar District out of
which 3 benefic iaries were in

the age group of 18-44.

IMPACT: 15-DAY
TIME GRANTED

TO VEHICLE
OWNERS FOR

PUC
Following requests from

various quarters and concern
raised b y the Chief Ed itor of
thi s d ai l y,  th e Transp or t
D ep ar tm en t o n  Sun d ay
granted one-time relaxation to
all vehicle owners to get their
vehicles tested for emissions
for a p eriod of 15 days. The
Depar tmen t h as urged all
vehicle owners to get their
vehicles tested for emission
levels by Jan 11, 2022 and carry
valid PUC Certificates while
plying on roads.
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EDITORIAL
Find the plot

An inv estigation by this  paper has shed light
on several land transactions in the city of Ayodhya
that raise grave questions  of propriety and conflict
of interest. By all accounts, land in the city has
become a more attractive inv estment propos ition
after  the Supreme Court 2019 verdict, and pr ivate
buyers, many with links to the officialdom, have
rushed in, in anticipation of windfall gains. The
transactions reported in this paper involv e members
of the legislative assembly, and relatives of officials
such as the divisional commissioner, sub-divisional
magistrate, and revenue officials. Of course, buying
proper ty anticipating gains  is  smar t consumer
behaviour but a clear and disturbing pattern has
emerged. At least four buyers are directly related to
officials probing the seller  for alleged irregularities
in land transfer from Dalit residents. In other cases,
the buyers are relatives of officials whose job is to
authenticate these transactions.

At the heart of the issue is the nearly 21 bighas
(about 52,000 sq m) of land that was acquired from
Dalits in 1992, in what appears to be a violation of
norms. According to the rules  in the s tate, unless
the transaction is  approv ed by the dis tr ict
magistrate, the sale of agricultural land of Dalits
to non-Dalits  is  not permitted. The Maharshi
Ramayan Vidyapeeth Trust (MRVT), which holds
the land, acquired it from the Dalit v illagers
through a Dalit employee of the trus t,  who
subsequently donated the land to the trus t in June
1996 through an unregis tered donation deed. In
2019, when the trust began selling the land, one of
the original sellers complained, raising questions
on the legality of earlier transactions. Thereafter, a
committee was set up to investigate the matter. But
even as  various officials  accepted the committee’s
recommendations on taking action against the trust,
relatives of officials began to purchase land from
the entity under  the scanner. The initial land
transaction was  problematic, and the subsequent
set of transactions have raised even more troubling
ques tions.

Following The Indian Express inves tigation,
the Uttar Pradesh gov ernment has announced a
probe. The gov ernment mus t ensure that the
inv estigation is fair and transparent, and seen to
be so too, especially since the parties  concerned
are gov ernment officials. However, it needs to be
pointed out that such shadowy land transactions
are not the exception. Land markets  in India are
characterised by information asymmetry and there
have been many instances of the abuse of the state’s
discretionary power. The revelations in Ayodhya
under line the need for  more s tringent rules  of
disclosure, especially by all government officials,
when land is being acquired by a trust blessed by
the s tate or pr ivate players. This will tighten the
regulatory architecture, and ensure greater
transparency in the process  of land acquisition.
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GUJARAT TOPS, UP SHOWS ‘INCREMENTAL
GROWTH’ IN GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX 2021

New  Delhi , 26th  Dec , 2021:
Gujarat has topped the composite
ranking in the Good Gov ernance Index
(GGI), fo llow ed by  Maharashtra and
Goa w hile Uttar Pradesh show ed an
increm ental grow th of 8.9 perc ent in
the indicators launched by  Union
Hom e Minister Amit Shah on the
occasion of the Good Gov ernance Day
on Saturday  (December 25, 2021).

As many  as 20 states hav e
improv ed their composite GGI scores
in 2021, according to the index.Gujarat
topped the composite ranking in the 58
indic ators  index  fol low ed by
M aharas htra and Goa. U ttar
Pradesh has registered an 8.9 percent
improv ement in the GGI indicators in
the period 2019 to 2021 w hich Jammu
and Kas hmir  regis tered an
improv ement of 3.7 percent in the same
period, it said.

Delh i has topped the union
terr i tories  category  com posi te
ranking.Shah released the GGI 2021
prepared by  the Depar tm ent of
Administration Reforms and Public
Griev anc es  (DAR PG) on Good
Gov ernance Day  at Vigy an Bhaw an
here.On this occasion, Minister of State
for Personnel Jitendra Singh said that
the GGI w ould help assess the status
of gov ernance in states and union
territories.

The objectiv es of GGI are to
prov ide quantifiable data to compare

the state of gov ernance in all states
and union territories, enable them to
formulate and implement su itab le
strategies for improv ing gov ernance
and shift to result-oriented approaches
and administration.

December 25 is observed as the
good gov ernance day  to commemorate
the birth anniv ersary  of former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpay ee.The GGI-

2021 s aid that
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Goa topped
the composite rank score cov ering 10
sectors. While Gujarat registered a 12.3
percent increase, Goa registered a 24.7
percent increas e ov er  GGI 2019
indic ators .Gujarat has  perform ed
strongly  in economic gov ernance,

human resource dev elopment, public
in fras tructure and util ities, social
w elfare and dev elopment, judiciary and
public  safety  w hile  Maharashtra
scored in agriculture and allied sector,
human resource dev elopment, public
in fras tructure and util ities, social
w elfare and dev elopment.

Goa’s show ed good performance
w as in agriculture and allied s ector,

comm erce and industry , publ ic
infrastructure and utilities, economic
gov ernance,  social w el fare and
development and environment.

Among the s ec tors , U ttar
Pradesh sec ured top pos ition in
commerce and industry sector and has
also s how n an increase in social

w elfare and dev elopment and judiciary
and public safety.It also performed in
citizen-centric gov ernance including
public gr iev ance redressal.The GGI
2021 framew ork cov ered 10 sectors
and 58 indicators.

The sectors are agriculture and
all ied s ectors,  c om m erc e and
indus tr ies,  hum an res ourc e
dev elopment, publ ic health, public

infrastructure and utilities,
ec onom ic gov ernanc e,
s ocia l  w el fare and
dev elopment, judicial and
publ ic  sec ur ity ,
env ironment and ci tizen-
centric gov ernance.

The GGI 2020-21
categorizes  states and
union territories in to four
categories, — other states
- Group A; other states -
group B; North-East and
hi ll  s tates  and union
territories.The GGI 2021
s aid that J hark hand
showed incremental growth
of 12.6 per c ent ov er GGI

2019 performance.  It has per formed
strongly  in sev en of the 10 sectors.

Rajasthan’s incremental grow th
of 1.7 per cent w as ov er the GGI 2019
performance. It has topped the other
states (Group B) category  in judiciary
and public safety , env ironment and
citizen centric governance.

In the Northeast and Hill States
category, Mizoram, and Jammu and
Kashmir hav e registered an ov erall
increase of 10.4 per cent and 3.7 per
c ent res pec tiv e ly  ov er GGI
2019.Mizoram has performed strongly
in com merce and industry, human
resource dev elopment, public health
and economic gov ernanc e.Jammu
and Kashmir has performed strongly
in commerce and industry  sector and
has improv ed its scores in agriculture
and allied sector, public infrastructure
and uti lities and judiciary  and public
safety  sectors.

The GGI 2021 said that in the
union territories c ategory, Delhi tops
the composite rank registering a 14 per
cent increase ov er the GGI 2019
indicators. Delhi has performed strongly
in  agric ulture and a llied sec tors,
c om merc e and indus try,  public
infrastructure and utilities and social
w elfare and dev elopment. T he GGI
2021 said that 20 states hav e improved
their com posite GGI scores  ov er the
GGI 2019 index  scores. The sector-
w ise scores attained by  the states and
union territories indicates that strong
performance in one or the other sector.

Analysis of scoring also suggests
that there is a v ery marginal difference
among the states in their com posite
gov ernance scores. This indicates that
overall governance in the states of India
is moving in the positiv e direction.

under the leadership of ANTCC
President Shri. Rangalal Halder and
AN TCC  Cam paign Comm ittee
Chairman Shri. TSG Bhasker.

The ANTCC President Shri.
Rangala l Halder  gar landed the
Tsunami replica and paid floral tribute
to the departed souls, w hich w as
follow ed by  all senior leaders of the

ANTCC holds Sarva.. from... Page 01
party  and genera l public. A tw o
minute silence w as also observ ed
to pay  homage to the Tsunami
v ictims. Shri. Halder expressed his
solidarity  w ith the families of the
v ictims of this unfortunate event. The
entire programme w as coordinated
by Congress leader Shri. Sebastian
Tirkey.

Cleanliness drive.. from... Page 01
to tak e a step tow ards a c leaner
env ironment. It is imperativ e to
understand that a w hole, lo t of

diseases can be traced back to
unhy gienic  env i ronments  and
irresponsible w aste disposal.

Memorial service .. from... Page 01
Carnicobar on that i ll-fated day
presided ov er the ceremony  and

placed a w reath as a mark  of
respect.

Lions Club of Aberdeen.. from... Page 01

Short Film by Islanders.. from... Page 01
Films.  The film is  set in an office
env ironment. Young Islanders hav e
been producing great content and
‘SOCH’ is a well thought our project
w hich has been ex ecuted w ith
perfection. The cast of the film
inc ludes Ans h Sanjay,  Suresh

Bahadur , Addy  Abrar, Shalini
Gurung, Pratibha Kujur and Nancy
Sharma. The film w as directed by
Chander Shekar Tew ari and edited
by  Gaurav  Sarkar. DOP & Project
Manager of the F ilm is Suk sagar
Singh Kahlon.

cases are rising. PM Modi appealed
to the people not to panic and “use
masks and w ash hands regularly” .

T he PM urged the
citizens to not spread rumours and
fake new s and cautioned every one
to stay  alert. “ We hav e run the
larges t v accination driv e and w e
w ant to w ork to make it better. We
hav e to strengthen the country
against Cov id,”  he said.

“Today, more than 61 per cent
of Ind ia’s adult population has
received both doses of the v accine.
Similarly, about 90 percent of the
adult population has been giv en a

Vaccine for 15 to .. from... Page 01
single dose of the vaccine,”  he said,
hailing India’s v accination driv e.

He assured the citizens
that all possible preparations are in
order to tackle increasing infections
and listed the number of hospital
beds, ox y gen beds available, and
v accination progress.

“ India has 18 lakh is olation
beds, 5 lakh ox y gen supported
beds, 1.40 lakh ICU beds, 90,000
pediatric ICU & non-ICU beds. We
hav e more than 3,000 w orking PSA
ox y gen plants, 4 lakh ox y gen
cy linders hav e been distributed
throughout the nation,”  he said.

Councillor  of Nayagaon on
Saturday. D r Shiv Shankar
Singh, Hear t Specialist,  GB
Pant Hospital was the chief
guest on the occasion. Dead
body freezer box is used to
preserve a dead body for few
hours and to display dead

body to family, friends, and
relatives before cremation
and the need was felt among
citizens. The Lions Club
acted on requests and did
the needful with assurance
to provide more such
assistance in future.  The

Lions Club President
V.Nathan, Secretary R.Pandi
Kannan, Treasurer SP.
Suresh Kumar  & Zone
Chairper son Ramdass &
Members of Lions Club of
Aberdeen Andaman were
present on the occasion.

Queues getting.. from... Page 01
some time depending on how  they
are placed on the queue. I w as
handed the list by  the person w ho
got his two-wheeler checked before
me. I w ill pass i t on to the nex t
pers on, ”  s a id a resident of
Junglighat. I cam e at the testing
centre at Junglighat y esterday  and
all slots were filled. I returned today,
they  tested my  tw o-w heeler by  4
pm after w aiting in the queue since
10 am.  At the tes ting centre here,
arguments and scuffle betw een
motor ists c ould be w itness ed
despite the first come first serv ed
policy  in place.  This is because
people don’t wish to pay  such hefty
fine for v iolation of pollution norms,
said another. “Around 8828 vehicles
w ere registered in these islands in
2015-16 w hich includes 6298 tw o-
w heelers,  246 three-w heelers,
1895 LMVs, 35 buses, 92 trucks
and 262 other motor v ehicles. The
numbers further escalated in 2016-
17 w ith registration of 10430
v ehicles (7304 tw o-w heelers, 232
autos , 2763 LMVs, 14 buses, 99

trucks and 18 others), w hile in 2017-
18, the automobi le fleet grew  by
9580 w ith the registration of 6130
new  tw o-w heelers, 299 autos, 3003
LMVs,  13 buses,  105 truck s and
30 other  v ehicles. The number of
registered v ehicles has increased
rapidly  w ith addition of around 9000
v ehicles every  y ear. In v iew of the
situation, the Transport Department
should hav e accorded some time
to motorists before announcing a
crackdow n on motorists v iolating
pollution norms. There are just three
pollution testing c entres in the city
to cater to such huge numbers of
v ehic les. To prev ent chaos the
testing centres , the Trans port
Department should accord a time-
limit to v ehicle ow ners to get their
v ehic les  tested for  em is sions
before enforc ing the norm,”  s aid
some v ehicle owners.

In  an offic ial  release, the
Transport Department recently
stated that i t has been observ ed
that v arious v ehicles partic ularly
commercial v ehicles are ply ing on

road by  emitting ex ces s sm oke
and also w ithout hav ing v al id
Pol lution U nder  Control  (PU C)
Certificates flouting the norms and
w reak ing hav oc  on the
env i ronment.  As per  Rule 115(7)
of Central Motor Vehic le Rule,
1989, it is mandatory  for  all the
v ehicles ply ing on road must hav e
an updated PU C  C ertificate.
Vio lators w ho are p ly ing w ithout
fol low ing pollution norm s shall
attract penalty  of Rs.10000 as per
section 190(2) of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988. All concerned had been
adv ised to get thei r v ehicles
checked for smoke emission and
keep a copy  of PU C Certificate in
the v ehic le .  T he T ranspor t
Department had also reques ted
interested eligible entities (Firms/
Indiv iduals) to obtain l ic ens e/
authorization for establishing and
running Pollu tion Under  Control
Testing Centre as per Motor Vehicle
Act, 1988 and approach the office
of Trans port Depar tment at Port
Blair for the purpose.

3rd edition of .. from... Page 01
capabi lities of the command in a
netw ork centric environment.

The ex ercise com menced
w ith establishment of air dominance
by  Su-30 MRCAs and m aritime
strikes by  Jaguar  aircrafts . Para
Commandos and MARCOS then
carried out Combat Free Fall. The
aim w as to validate air dominance
and maritime strike capability  w ithin
the designated area of interest in
Indian Ocean Region. Pr ior to
amphibious landing operations,
troops of the Army, Nav y  and Air
F orc e w ere m obil is ed and
transported by  sea and air in close
coordination w ith all agencies.

T he tra in ing ex erc is e
culminated w ith the beach landing
operations by  Amphibious Brigade,
Amphibious ships along with tanks,
troop carrier v ehicles and other
heav y  weapons. The logistic team

demonstrated and validated the joint
logistic sy stem and its capabilities
to respond to dynamic changes in
operational situations and combat
missions. The areas in w hich the
ex erc ise w as c onducted holds
strategic significance for India and
its policies in the Indian Ocean
Region.

The ex ercise a lso v alidated
joint c apabilities of intel ligence
gathering from space, air, land and
sea based assets , its sy nthesis,
analy sis and near real time sharing
to achiev e battle field transparency
for quick decision making. The joint
force executed multi-domain, high
intensity  offensiv e and defensiv e
manoeuv res in the Andaman Sea
and Bay  of Bengal.  The Joint-
serv ices ex ercise fine-tuned joint
w ar  fighting capabi li ties and
Standard Operating Procedures

tow ards  enhancing operational
synergy.

Lt Gen Ajai Singh, AVSM,
Commander-in-Chief Andaman and
Nicobar Command v isited the
ex ercise area in  the Southern
Group of Islands situated ov er 1600
Km South of Kolk ata, to ov ersee
the ex ercise and commended all
rank s for  thei r  h igh lev el  o f
operational preparedness.

Post the culmination of the
ex ercise the Commander- in- Chief
Andaman and Nicobar Command
applauded all Components for their
sy nerg istic planning and precise
ex ecution of the Command plans
and urged ev eryone to focus on the
take aw ay s from the ex ercise as
also to brains torm  m ax im um
possib le contingencies, for  being
fully  prepared for any  ev entuality in
future.

ANTCC
President
expresses

gratitude to
Lt. Guv

Port Blair, Dec 26: The
ANTCC President Shri.

Rangalal Halder on behalf of
the Congress party has

sincerely recorded his
gratitude to the Lt. Governor

of A&N Islands Shri. D.K
Joshi for directing the A&N

Administration to fill the posts
lying vacant under Group B

and Group C in various
departments. Shri. Halder

thanked the Lt. Governor for
fulfilling the long pending

demand of the general public
and hoped that his other

demand of “100%
reservation in government

jobs for Islanders” will also
be fulfilled as done in this

case.  Shri. Halder had taken
up the issue regarding filling

up of vacant 9,000 posts in
A&N Administration and

100% job reservation for
Islanders on several

occasions in the past.

Port B la i r,  Dec  26:  The
category -w ise and subject-w ise
Final mer it l is t o f al l e ligible 
candidates applied for admission to
T w o Years  B. Ed.  Degree
Programme for the session 2021-
22 in Tagore Gov t. Col lege of
Education, Port Blair  has been
publ ished online today  on 26th
Decem ber 2021 and is av ai lable
a t   h t t p : / /
collegeadmission.andaman.gov.in under
“Announcements”  for information of
al l conerned. C ouns el ling for
admission to the course w ill be held

Final merit for B.Ed.
admissions published online

on 27th  December 2021 (Monday )
from 9:30 am at  Tagore Auditorium
in the TGCE premises. Candidates
selected for admission shall be given
admission on the same day  The
selected candidates should deposit
fees  and a ll  requi red or ig inal
certificates on the day  of admission
.T hose w ho fail  to attend the
counselling sess ion, on date and
time mentioned abov e, w ill not be
considered for admission to the
course and nex t eligible candidate
in the merit list w ill be c onsidered
for admission.

Port Blair, Dec 26: During the
RT-PCR test conducted on 473
passengers w ho arr iv ed here
y es terday, tw o positiv e cases
hav e been detected. 12 flights w ith
2071 pass engers arr iv ed on
Friday, out o f w hich, 1657 w ere
v accinated w ith both doses w hile
RT-PCR test w as conducted on
414 passengers  ( includes 23
international trav ellers)  and the
reports are aw aited. During RAT

COVID-19 status in
A&N Islands

conducted on 198 pas sengers
bound for North & Middle Andaman
at Ferrargunj no positiv e case has
been detected. At Mohanpura Bus
Terminus, test w as conducted on
117 passengers and all w ere found
negativ e.  At Phoenix  Bay  Jetty,
142 passengers w ere tested w ith
RAT and all w ere found negativ e.
At Helipad, test w as conducted on
14 passengers and all w ere found
negativ e.

As part of Az adi Ka Amrit
M ahots av  ce lebrations , the
Department of Telecommunication,
A&N Islands has launc hed PM-
WANI Wi-Fi access scheme in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands for
the pro liferation of public Wi-Fi
netw orks   across   the islands. The
initiativ e aims to elev ate w ireless
internet connectiv ity  in the Islands.
This  w ould entai l a  c omplete
fram ew ork inv olv ing multip le
elements Public Data Office (PDO),
Public Data Office Aggregators and
App prov iders. No license,  no
registration, and no fee w ould be
applicable for the PDOs, which could
be small shops or ev en Common
Serv ice Centers ,”  said M r. KP
Mohan, Dy  Director General, DoT,
A&N  Islands w hile address ing
media persons at Kendriy aSadan,
Ranchi   Basti, Lambabl ine on
Friday. After the launch of this
scheme,  internet connectiv ity  w ill
be prov ided  through  Public Data
Offices (PDOs), w hich w ill  boost
the “ease of doing”  business as the
s chem e w ould enable sm al l
shopkeepers to prov ide Wi-  Fi
serv ices to the mobile us ers. Mr.
Atul   Kumar Kereliy a, Director

Telecom dept launches PM-WANI
Wi-Fi access scheme in isles

Wifi hotspots to be set up across Isles
Telecom and Mr. Raja Ram Mohan,
CGM BSNL w ere also present on
the occasion. The potential user who
w ants to access Broadband through
public Wi-Fi w ill need to dow nload
the relev ant App, get authenticated
and, thereafter, access Broadband
at any  public Wi-Fi  Hotspot.  When
the us er reaches  a public Wi-Fi
Hotspots, the App on the m obile
phone   w il   show v arious av ailable
netw orks.  The users  can then
choose the public Wi-Fi network of
choice, pay  an amount- either online
or through v oucher     and use the
netw ork  til l  the balance is
ex haus ted.  With the Public  Wi-Fi
Broadband, av ailability  of internet,
the user ex perience and quality  of
serv ice for Broadband w ill improv e
significantly  and prov ide a host of
benefits . T his  s erv ice w i ll be
especially  usefu l in rural  areas
w here Public Wi-Fi Hotspots are
also being created under BharatNet
and bridge the digital div ide in the
country.  Proliferation of Public Wi-
Fi Hotspots w ill lead to inc reased
employ ment for small and micro
entrepreneurs, and prov ide    them
w ith    an additional source of income.
The te lecom and internet s erv ice

prov iders w ill also benefit due to
the sale of bandw idth to PDOs, said
the   Dy   Director General,   DoT.
Reliance JIO has  been  aw arded
a USOF funded project at the cost
of   R s129.5   C r   for cov ering
uncovered v illages and seamless
mobile cov erage in the NH- 4 w ith
4G Tec hnology  by  installing 128
tow ers in 18 m onths ’s time.
Presently, in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, three Telecom serv ice
operators  BSN L,  Ai r te l and
Vodafone are operating w hile RIL is
about to launch serv ices. The total
w ireline subscriber   base   in   the
islands   is   33,029 w hile w ireless
subscribers are 6,10,757. The total
broadband s ubs cr ibers are
3, 35,293. The Dy  DG fur ther
inform ed   that   a   USOF funded
projec t called BharatNet project
cos ting about R s  31.3 Cr for
establishing high speed broadband
c onnectiv i ty  betw een Bloc k
HeadQuarters  and Gram
Panchay ats is being ex ecutedby
BSNL. The BharatNet project w ill
be ex ec uted in  70 Gram
Panchay ats and 04 Tribal Council.
Out of  this, the serv ice  for 25 Gram
Panchay at is ready.
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BSF Recruitment 2021, Apply
195 Group A, B & C vacancies

@ bsf.gov.in
BSF  Recruitment 2021 | Constable,  HC & ASI Posts  | 72 Vacancies  | Last Date:

With in 45 Day s | BSF Bharti Notification @ bsf.gov.in
BSF Recruitment 2021: Border Security  Force (BSF) inv ites online application from

capable persons to fil l up ASI, HC & Constable pos ts. They  are announced 72 v acancies
for  thes e Group- C Combatised posts in Engineering set up of BSF.  Applicants  w ho are
seeking for Central Gov ernment jobs may  apply for this BSF jobs. Before apply ing for these
adv ertised v acancies, candidates should read the notification to check the eligibility. Interested
candidates need to subm it the application through onl ine m ode. Aspirants must regis ter
themselv es w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of the adv ertisement.

BSF recruitment 2021 notification & apply online for BSF Group C Recruitment 2021 @
w w w .rectt.bsf.gov.in. Candidates w ho had completed Class 10th/ ITI/ Diploma may  use this
chance to start & dev elop careers at BSF. Applicants should be an Indian national to apply  for
these BSF  Group C posts. BSF ex pects both male & female eligib le candidates to fulfil the
v acant positions. Number of v acancies may  change as per requirem ent. Ex perience in
relev ant field is essential to apply  for this BSF jobs. More details of BSF Constable recruitment
2021, selection list, merit list, results & upcoming job adv ertisements are uploaded at official
w ebsite.

Steps to Apply  Online for BSF Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite rectt.bsf.gov.in.
Find & click on appropriate notification.
Read the notification thoroughly.
Fill the online application form.
Submit & take a copy  of filled form.
Please v isit w w w . bsf.gov.in to know  deta ils of BSF job opportunity. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Looking forw ard w ith w w w .daily recruitment.in to know  latest job updates.

BSNL Recruitment 2022, Apply 71
Apprentice Vacancies @ bsnl.co.in

BSN L Rec ruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 55 Vacanc ies | Last Date: 29.12.2021 |
Apply  BSNL Apprentice Jobs @ bsnl. co.in

BSN L Rec ruitm ent 2021: Bharat Sanchar Nigam  Limi ted M aharashtra Circ le is  in
process of engaging 55 Diploma holders in Engineering/Technology  field (Electronics/E&TC/
Computer/IT)  for apprenticeship training under the Apprentices Act 1961 for a period of one
y ear w ith salary  up to Rs. 8,000. Eligible Indian candidates w ho hav e passed their Diploma
course in relev ant field may  apply  this BSNL jobs using BOAT’s Gov t. Portal. The last date
for  the submis sion of applications is 29.12.2021. T hose candidates w ho are looking for
Central Gov ernment jobs can apply  this BSNL Apprentice recruitment on or before the last
date.

Interested candidates are adv ised to apply  BSNL recruitment in time to av oid last minute
rush. After apply ing online, candidates need to take printout of the application form for some
reference. Incomplete application or application form w ithout attaching relev ant documents w ill
not be considered. BSNL selects candidates through merit/ personal interv iew , shortlisted
candidate w ill be intimated through e-mail for document v erification & joining if selected.
Selected candidates w ill be placed at Maharashtra Circle. More details of BSNL Apprentice
recruitment, Careers, upcoming notification, apply  online link, BSNL jobs, selection list etc. will
be available on the official w ebsite.

The detailed information of educational qualification, age limit, selection process, application
fees, apply  mode and how  to apply  process for BSNL recruitment is discussed above. Stay
tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest updates.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188
Group  C Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021 | MTS,  LDC & Other Posts | Tota l Vacancies 188 |
Last Date Within 45 day s | Dow nload Indian Arm y  R ec ru itm ent N otification @
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Recruitment 2021: Indian Military  Academy  (IMA) Dehradun has issue
new  notice regarding appointment of Cook Special, Cook  IT, MT Driv er (Ordinary  Grade),
Boot Maker/ Repairer, LDC, Masalchi, Waiter, Fatigueman, MTS (Safaiw ala), Groundsman,
GC Orderly,  MTS (Chow kidar), Groom, Barber, Equipment R epairer , Bicy cle Repai rer,
MTS (Mess enger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application from  eligible
candidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post w ise vacancy
deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earching Defence Jobs  kindly  submit the
application in the prescribed format w ithin 45 day s from the date of publication of advertisement
in Employ ment New s. IMA Dehradun Group C Rec ruitment 2021 Notific ation & Indian
Mili tary  Ac ademy  R ecruitment application form  is av ailable @ w w w . indianarmy.nic .in.
Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e.
educational qualific ation, age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill  be based on Written
Tes t & Sk ill Test and selec ted c andidates w i ll be appointed at Dehradun. More details  of
w w w.indianarmy.nic.in recruitment, IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, syllabus, answ er
key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and
etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite. CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply

B.E Vacancies @
chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitm ent 2022 | General Manager , AGM & Other Post | 10 v acancies |Last
date: 07.01.2022 & 22.01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorail.org

CMRL Recruitment 2021:  Chennai Metro Rail Limited inv ites applications from qualified
and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager, AGM, JGM,
DGM , Manager,  DM and AM.  Thes e 10 v acancies w ill be ass igned through C MRL
recrui tment. Candidates mus t be Indian citizen are must hav e completed B.E/B.Tech are
eligible to apply  for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission of application
form candidate must rev iew their application form carefully. The closing date of filled application
form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates. Candidates may  send their filled application form along w ith the self-attested copies
of certificates in support of educational qualification, ex perience certificate, birth certificates,
community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted to the proper
channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of application.

Step to apply for CMRL Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to the official w ebsite chennaimetrorail.org
Click Career >> J ob Notification.
Pick the notification of Employ ment Notification No. CMRL-HR-CON-16-2021 dated on

08.12. 2021-AGM/JGM /DGM/(RS), J GM(Design), DGM(CM), Manager(CM), Manager/
DM/AM(RS) on contract.

Find the notification of Employ ment Notification No. CMRL-HR-DEP-17-2021 dated 06-
12-2021-General Manager (Rolling Stock) on Deputation.

Read the notification carefully  and v erify  y our eligibility.
Dow nload the application form and fill the details properly.
Finally, send the filled application form through respectiv e address.
Details  regarding C hennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualific ation, age l imit, ,

selection process, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. C heck out the latest current job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

CMRL Recruitment 2022, Apply B.E
Vacancies @ chennaimetrorail.org
CMRL Recru itment 2022|Genera l Manager, AGM & Other Post|10 v acancies |Last

date:  07.01.2022 & 22. 01.2022| Dow nload Application Form @ chennaimetrorai l.org
CM RL Recruitment 2021:   C hennai  Metro Rai l Limited inv ites  applications  from

qual ified and ex perienced personnel for the appointment to the post of General Manager,
AGM, JGM, DGM, Manager, DM and AM.  These 10 v acancies  w ill be assigned through
CM RL recruitm ent. C andidates m ust be Ind ian citizen are m ust hav e c ompleted B. E/
B.Tech are eligible to apply for this General Manager and other post. Before final submission
of application form candidate must rev iew  thei r application form carefully. The closing date
of filled application form for General Manager is 22.01.2022 and other should be 07.01.2022.

Central gov ernment job seekers may  dow nload the CMRL recruitment application form
and Chennai Metro Rail recruitment notification from official w ebsite. The CMRL w ill conduct
the interv iew /w ritten test. Persons already  w orking in Gov ernment/PSU organization should
apply  through proper channel. At the time of interv iew  candidates should produce the NOC
certificates . Candidates may  send their fi lled application form a long w ith the s elf-attested
copies of cer tific ates in support of educational quali fication, ex perience certi ficate, bi rth
certificates, community  certificates and passport size photo and Bio data should be submitted
to the proper channel. Belated application form w ill not be considered for after the due date of
application.

Details regarding Chennai Metro Rail jobs l ike educational qualification, age limit, ,
selection proces s, & How  to apply  are prov ided abov e. Chec k out the la test c urrent job
notification is av ailable at Daily  recruitment site.

IMA Dehradun Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 188 Group

C Vacancies @
www.indianarmy.nic.in

IMA Dehradun Rec ruitment 2021 | MT S, LDC & Other Posts | Total Vacanc ies 188
| Las t Date Wi thin 45 day s  | Dow nload Indian Army  Rec rui tment Notification @
w w w .indianarmy.nic.in

IM A Dehradun Recrui tment 2021: Indian Mil itary  Academy  (IM A) Dehradun has
issue new  notice regard ing appointment of Cook Special,  Cook IT, MT Driv er  (Ordinary
Grade),  Boot Mak er/ R epai rer,  LDC,  Mas alchi , Waiter,  Fatiguem an, MTS (Safa iw ala),
Groundsman, GC Orderly, M TS (Chow k idar), Groom,  Barber , Equipment Repairer,
Bicy cle Repairer, MTS (Messenger), Laboratory  Attendant posts. It inv ites offline application
from eligible c andidates. There are 188 v acancies w ill be filled by  IMA Dehradun and post
w ise v acancy  deta ils are giv en below . Candidates w ho are s earc hing Defenc e Jobs
kindly  submi t the appl ication in  the pres cribed format w ithin  45 day s from  the date of
publ ication of adv er tisement in Employ ment N ew s.

IMA Dehradun Group C Recrui tment 2021 Notification & Indian Military  Academy
Recruitment application form is av ailable @ w w w .indianarmy.nic.in. Candidates w ho are
seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification,
age limit, ex perience and etc. Selection w ill be based on Written Test & Skill Test and selected
candidates w ill be appointed at Dehradun. More details of w w w .indianarmy.nic.in recruitment,
IMA New  v acancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit
card, result, upcoming centra l gov t jobs  notifications and etc.  w ill be uploaded on official
w ebsite.

You may  v isit Career page to get more details about this recruitment. Here y ou w ill get
information like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and how  to apply.
Keep check ww w .dailyrecruitment.in regularly to get latest updates & upcoming gov t ex ams

THDC Recruitment 2021,
Apply ITI Trade Apprentice

Vacancies @ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice Post | 47 Vac ancies  | Las t Date: 29. 12.2021 |

Dow nload Application Form @ thdc.co.in
THDC R ecruitment 2021: THDC India Limited w ill  prov ide a great opportunity  for the

candidates w ho are looking for Central Government jobs. Because THDC currently  announced
recruitment noti fication [ITI- Trade Apprentices 01/2021] for choosing eligib le candidates to
undergo one y ear Apprenticeship Training under Apprentice Act. 1961. Hereby, there are 47
v acancies are allotted for the ITI Trade Apprentice under v arious designation. Candidates
w ho are eligible for these THDC jobs may  dow nload application form, fill the details properly
and then send it to the giv en address. The last date for the submission of application form is
29.12.2021.

Before submitting application form, candidates should register themselv es in NAPs
portal, w ithout registration candidates w ill not be engaged as apprenticeship trainee. THDC
inv ites applications from eligible candidates w ho are hav ing domicile of Uttarakhand. Candidates
w ho possess the minimum qualification of 10th/ ITI pass are also to be eligible to apply  this
THDC India Limited recruitment. Candidates may  fill the THDC job v acancy  through merit, on
the basis of marks obtained in their respectiv e trades. There w ill be no interv iew  conducted for
THDC recruitment. More details of THDC Apprentice recruitment, sy llabus, THDC job v acancy,
upcoming notification, application form etc. w ill be uploaded on the official w ebsite.

Here y ou w ill get the details of educational qualification, age limit,  selection process,
apply  mode and how  to apply  process for THDC recruitment are briefly  discussed abov e.
Stay  tuned w ith daily recruitment.in to get more latest job updates.

New  Delhi, 26th Dec, 2021: In a major
announcement, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday  announced vaccination for children
betw een 15 to 18 y ears, an addition dose for
healthcare w orkers.

What caught ev ery one’s attention in the
speech giv en by  PM M odi w as usage of the
w ord ‘precaution dose’  not booster dose. The

third cov id v accine dose is called booster shot
w orld-wide.This has been done in the light of the
amount of time that the frontline w orkers and
health  care w ork ers spend in the serv ice of
Cov id patients. What is ‘precaution dose’? For
now , there is no ex act definition for ‘precaution
dose’. But as per the adv isories giv en by  the
technical team on Cov id v accination, the third
dose of cov id v accine should be of a v accine
based on a platform different from that of the first
tw o doses.

In Ind ia, the people w ho comes  under
precaution dose category  are the one’s who hav e
got their tw o doses of v accine a 5 to 6 months

What is a precaution
dose? Is it different from

a booster shot?
ago.  Amid Omicron r is e,  there w as an
apprehension that their im munity  may  hav e
w aned in the interv al. So, the w ord “precaution
dose,”  keeps the option open, that the nex t shot
could be a new  v accine rather than just a third
shot. The decision of prec aution dos e w ill
strengthen confidence of healthcare and frontline
w orkers. The Prime Minister also announced

that option of prec aution dose w ill be
av ailab le for senior citizens abov e 60
y ears of age w ith co-morbidities on the
advice of their doctors from 10th January,
2022.

The Pr ime Minister said that the
global ex perience of fighting the pandemic
has told that follow ing all guidelines is the
biggest w eapons in the fight against
Corona. Second w eapon is vaccination.

What is a booster  shot? A booster
shot is a normal part of the ex iting cov id
v accination programme. It is just an extra
dose of a v accine after the original (or

primary ) dose is administered. The third dose of
v ac c ine, c al led the boos ter  s hot w as
recommended by  the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prev ention that m oderately  to
sev erely  immunocompromised indiv iduals who
received the tw o-dose series of either Pfizer or
Moderna get a third dose of the v accine 28 day s
after receiving their second dose. With the original
dose, the immune sy stem w ill be able to produce
antibodies against the v irus and a booster shot
is giv en to remind the body ’s immune sy stem
about the v irus it needs to defend against. This
third shot, given after a month’s interval improves
or giv es the immune system a boost.
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OPEN SECRET

DELHI GOVT TO ASK AGGREGATORS TO
COMPLETELY SWITCH TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES

The Delhi government is going to ask e-
commerce companies, food delivery services
and cab aggregators to completely switch to
electric vehicles as it aims to increase the EV
share in total vehicle sales to 25 percent by
2024 to check air pollution, according to
officials.

It is also going to ask dealers and petrol
pumps to not give fuel to vehicles without a
pollution-under-check (PUC) certificate.

Vehicle emissions account for around
40 percent of the city's air pollution.

"The government is going to take two
major steps to check vehicular pollution - we
will ask all aggregators including Zomato,
Swiggy, Ola, Uber, etc. to completely switch
to electric vehicles. These services account
for 30 percent of the registered vehicles in
Delhi," an official told PTI.

"We are also cons idering directing
dealers and petrol pumps not to supply fuel to
vehicles without a (valid) PUC certificate," he
said. Directions under the Env ironment
(Protection) Act in this regard are expected to

be issued this week.
Asked if a deadline will be given to

aggregators to switch to EVs, a senior official
in the transport department said, "It will be
done in a phased manner. We will soon publish
the draft guidelines."

Apart from ramping up the electric
charging inf ras truct ure, t he trans port
department is likely to initiate discussion on
having a battery swapping infrastructure in
private space.

"The Indraprastha Gas Limited has also

taken a decision to install 50 battery swapping
stations at CNG pumps in the capital," the
official said. Electric vehicles with swappable
batteries are considerably cheaper.

"The most difficult category is two-
wheelers... We have started a dialogue with
vehicle aggregators to see how we can have
a regulatory push for them to migrate to electric
two-wheelers," he added.

The Delhi Electric Vehicles policy -
introduced in August 2020  - aims at increasing
the EV share in total vehicle sales to 25

percent by 2024.
Only Flipkart (by 2030) and FedEx (by

2040) have established worldwide targets for
converting their last-mile delivery fleets to
electric vehicles, while DHL has set a 60
percent electrification target for its fleet.

In October, the city government launched
a massive drive to check PUC certificates
and deployed around 500 teams at petrol
pumps for this purpose.

Under Section 190(2) of the Motor Vehicle
Act, 1993, vehicle owners not having a valid
PUC c an be fined up to Rs 10,000, or
imprisoned for up to six months or both.

The owners are required to get their
vehicles tested to ascertain if they meet
emission standards for pollutants such as
carbon monoxide, nitrous oxides, carbon
dioxide.

There are around 1,000 author ised
pollution checking centres set up at petrol
pumps and workshops in the city.

Also, in compliance with the National
Green Tribunal 's di rections, the D elhi
government will deregister all diesel vehicles
which will complete 10 years on January 1,
2022, and issue a no-objection certificate (NOC)
so that they can be re-registered in other
places.

However, no NOC will be issued for diesel
vehicles that have completed 15 years or more
on the date of applying for it, according to an
order issued earlier this month.

Delhi is the most polluted capital in the
world and is one of the fastest expanding cities
in terms of population, according to Swiss air
technology company, IQAir.

According to a study conducted by the
Automotive Research Association of India and
The Energy and Resources Institute in 2018,
vehicles contribute to about 40 percent of PM
2.5 emissions in Delhi.

James Webb launch: Ariane-5 takes world’s
most-advanced telescope to space

Humanity  is set to upgrade its
eyes in outer space, w ith the launch
of the J am es  Webb Spac e
Telescope—the most adv anced
space telescope ev er built and one
of the flagship scientific missions of
the 21st century. If y ou w ere
impressed by  the images taken by
Hubble—w hich inc lude the iconic
“Ey e of God”  photo—Webb, 100
tim es more pow erful, w ill take
mankind’s sight in space to another
lev el. All for the handy  sum of $10
billion.

F rom  Kourou in  Frenc h
Guinea, the European Space
Agency had the honour of launching
the J WST on board the Ariane-5
rocket. At around 17:50 IST, the
Ariane-5 rocket took off. Mov ing at
nearly 0.6 km/s, the rocket reached

84km before separating its  solid
rocket boosters. Over three minutes
after launch, the fairing w as shedded
as  the rock et left Earth ’s
atmosphere. With a one million miles
to go before it reaches its final orbit,
the telescopes’ deployment includes
doz ens of sequences  from the
deploy ment of its solar array  after
the rocket’s upper stage separates
to a mid-course correction burn and
a host of manoeuv res. Webb has
344 single-point-of-failures—if any
one of these components fai ls, it
w ould s ev ere ly  im pac t the
telescopes’ mission.

T he te les cope w eighs
6,200k g and has a lifetime of ten
y ears.  This is m uch shorter than
that of Hubble, w hich continues to
operate ov er 30 y ears after its

launc h ( thank s  to regular
maintenance by  astronauts). But the
JWST w ill be much further out into
space than Hubble, w ith a perch at
Lagrangian point 2 (L2), a location
w here both the Earth and Sun’s
grav ity  cancel each other out,
allow ing it to orbi t the sun w ith the
earth behind it a t all times. The
shor ter  l ifespan is  due to the
telescope’s ability  to study  infrared
and ul trav iolet light, putting it at
constant ex posure to dangerous light
from the sun, reducing its lifespan.
To protect itself, the telescope w ill
deploy  a sunshie ld the siz e of a
tennis field that w ill guard it from the
sun. Webb w ill use a 6.5m -w ide
golden mirror to study  the cosmos,
w ith a capability  of detecting light
emitted from the first stars to be born

in the univ erse, ov er 13.5 b illion
y ears ago. "They  w ill be just little
red specks," NASA senior project
scientist and Nobel Prize w inner
John Mather told the BBC.

The telescope w ill study  ev ery
phase of cosmic history, from the
origin of the first stars to study ing
distant w orlds in our solar system,
searching for habitable ex oplanets
that could harbour liquid w ater.

Webb is  an in ternational
collaboration betw een NASA and
its partners, ESA (European Space
Agency ) and the Canadian Space
Agency. Thousands of engineers
and hundreds of scientists w orked
to make Webb a reality, along w ith
over 300 universities, organizations,
and companies from 29 U.S. states
and 14 countries.

India vs South Africa: Best pace attack in 30 years makes
India favourites in first two Tests, says Ali Bacher

CENTURION: Former South
African captain and administrator Ali
Bac her feels  Ind ia w ill
start as fav ourites  in the
three-match Test series
against the home team as
the tourists hav e the "best
pace attack" he has seen
in the past 30 y ears.

South Africa remains
one of the v ery  few  places
w here India hav e not w on
a Test series, and the Virat
Kohl i - led s ide is
determined to end the wait
this time around.

"The first tw o Tests
are to  be p lay ed in
Centurion, w hich is nearly
5000 feet abov e sea lev el
and the Wanderers ,
Johannesburg w hich is nearly 6000
feet abov e sea lev el.

"The rarefied atmosphere at
these tw o Test grounds plus the fast

bouncy  pitches at the Wanderers
and Super Sport Park generally

fav our fast bow lers.
"The current Indian team has

the best pace attack I hav e seen in
the past thirty  y ears. Therefore,

India w ill start as fav ourites for the
first tw o Test matches," Bacher told

New s 18.
Bes ides  being a former

cricketer , the 79-y ear-old Bacher
also p lay ed a key  ro le in the

country 's successful conduct of the
2003 ICC World Cup.

The Indian pace
attack comprises Jasprit
Bum rah, Moham med
Sham i,  M oham mad
Siraj, Ishant Sharma and
Umesh Yadav.

Heading into the
first Test, India will be full
of confidenc e hav ing
w on a s econd
consecutiv e Test series
in Australia earlier this
y ear  and tak en an
unassailable 2-1 lead in
England before the fifth
and final Test had to be
postponed to 2022
because of a coronavirus
outbreak.

The last time India had toured
South Afr ica, in 2018, the Proteas
had won the three-match Test series
2-1.

Nick Hockley refuses to commit on
Justin Langer's future as head coach

M E L B O U R N E :
Austra lia 's recen t success
notwith standing, hea d coach
Justin Langer will have to wait
un til th e end  o f th e ho me
seaso n to know if his con tract
will be extended, according to
the ch ief execu tive of th e
country's apex cricket body,
Nick Ho ckley.

A fter a n  wo efu l ru n ,
in clu ding hom e Test series
defeats to  India,  Au stralia
tu rned  th ing s a ro u nd  in
dramatic fashion to win the
T20 World Cup and are on the
verge o f claiming th e Ashes
series.

Cricket Australia  CEO

Nick Hockley, however, refused
to divu lge much on Langer's
future yet.

"I thin k JL,  I th ink the
wh ole sq ua re a re d oing  a
fan tastic  job," Hockley told
reporters on Su nday, the first
day of the Boxing Da y Ashes
Test against England.

"We've seen that through
the performances of th e first
couple of Tests.

"We a lways said we're
going to  be really focused on
the two upcoming campaigns -
the T20 World Cup and the T20
team did fabulously to bring
that trophy home, and same for
the Ashes - I know JL,  I know

the team , they are very, very
focused on this series."

He added, "What we have
said, before the summer, we'll
be sitting down at the  end of
the season to review where we
go from there."

Hockley a lso  did  no t
entertain questions on whether
CA wou ld  like  to ea se the
workload on Langer, who is in
charge of all three formats.

Hockley, however, did say
that Lan ger would see out his
contract, which  expires in the
middle of next year.

"Th ere 's no  q u estio n
Justin will see out his contract
that goes through to the middle

of n ext yea r," Ho ckley said.
"There's a tour of Pakistan and
there 's a lot o f great cricket
comin g up, but as I said we'll
sit down and review where we
are at the end of the Ashes."

The Certificate of Appreciation awarded to
Zarina Nikhat Islam, PFA (Andaman Unit)

by Real Help Bureau, Delhi for her
commendable and outstanding works in the

field of animal welfare.


