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2 new +ve cases, more than
3.34 lakh inoculated
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57 yrs old Ranglal Halder assume PCC President in ANI

MP celebrates Raksha Bandhan with
frontline Covid-19 warriors 

Port B la i r,  Aug 23:  The
M em ber of Parl iam ent, Shri .
Kuldeep Rai Sharma celebrated the
festiv al of Raks ha Bandhan w ith
frontline C ov id-19 w arr iors .
Organiz ed by  the y outh of
Bindraban, senior leaders of the
PCC w ere also present. Shri K
Ganes han Chief Spoke Person
AN PCC ,  Shr i M as h Lugun
General Secretary  ANPCC & Shri
John Robert, Ex  President, Youth

Assures to take Congress party forward with support of
seniors and hard work of young workers
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Port Blai r, Aug 20:  At a
function held at Gandhi Bhaw an
on Monday, Shri Ranglal Halder,
new  PC C  Pres ident has ,
assumed office in the presence of
the Mem ber of Parliam ent and
former PC C Pres ident,  Shr i
Kuldeep Rai Sharma. It may  be
recalled that the All India Congress
Committee recently  appointed Shri
Ranglal Halder as the new  PCC
President for the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.  Addressing the
party leaders and w orkers, he said
“ I thank the Member of Parliament
and former PCC President,  Shri
Kuldeep Rai Sharma and a ll
Congress leaders and workers for
their blessings on my  new  role. I
ass ure y ou to take the party
forward with adv ice from all seniors
and the hard w ork of our y oung

w orkers,”  “He further said that the
Congress party  faces  a lot of
challenges now . Let all of us w ork
together and strengthen the party ” .
He assured the party  w orkers that

he w il l w ork hard to  take the
Congress party  to greater heights
in the islands. Speaking on the
oc c as ion,  the M em ber of
Par l iam ent and form er PC C

Pres ident,  Shr i  Kuldeep Rai
Sharma s aid that the C ongress
party  has been w orking for the
w ellbe ing of ev ery  section of the
society, irrespectiv e of cast, colour
and relig ion of the people and w ill

continue to w ork for the w ellbeing
of ev ery  section of the society.
He hoped that w i th Shri Ranglal
Halder as the PCC President, the
performance of the Congress party

20th anniversary of Indian
naval ship Kulish

Port B lai r, Aug 23: Indian
Nav al Ship ( IN S) Kul is h,  the
thunderbolt”  a Kora class, Missile
Corv ette under the operational
control of the Andaman and Nicobar
Command completed 20 y ears of
glorious serv ice to the nation on 20
Aug 21. Built by the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited,
Kolkata,  the Ship w as

commissioned into the Indian Nav y
on 20 Aug 2001. Displacing 1,400
tonnes, the ship is 91 meters long
and is capable doing speeds upto
24 knots. The Ship is fitted w ith state
of the art w eapon and sensors suite
w hich enable her  to operate in a
multi threat environment in addition,
INS Kulish is capable of operating

Walkathon by NYK, Diglipur
Diglipur, Aug 23: As part of

Azadi  ka Amrit Mahotsav, Nehru
Yuv a Kendra, Diglipur organizing a
Walkathon Rally in ev ery  village of
Diglipur. Through this campaign, the
citizen w ill be giv en the call to make
a res olv e to inc lude phy sic al

DJ Venkatesh
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Swarnim vijay varsh celebration
at Indira Point

Port Blair, Aug 23 ‘Sw arnim
Vijay Varsh’ is a tribute to the national
w ar heroes w ho fought v aliantly
dur ing the 1971 w ar
display ingthehighest standards of
professionalism  and s cripted a
golden chapter in the history  of
modern India. As part ofthe50th y ear
celebrations in the Andaman and

Earthquake of 4.3-magnitude hits
Andaman and Nicobar

Port B la i r,  Aug 23:  An
earthquake of 4.3-magnitude struck
near Por t Bla ir in Andaman and
Nicobar  on Monday  m orning,
acc ording to Ind ia ’s  N ational
C enter  for  Seism ology.  The

National  Center for Seismology
said in a fresh update on its official
Tw i tter account. “ Earthquake of
Magnitude: 4.3, Occ urred on 23-
08-2021, 10:47:04 IST, Lat: 11.68
& Long: 91.56,  Depth:  10 Km

,Location: 127km W of Port blair,
Andaman and Nicobar  Island,
India,”  N ational  C enter  for
Seism ology  said in a tw eet. No
damage has been reported due
to the earthquake.

Port Blair, Aug 23: Tw o new
positiv e cases of COVID-19 hav e
been detected on Monday. Tw o of
the passengers, w ho arriv ed here
in flights on Sunday, had tested
positiv e for the infection on re-
testing. T he passengers w ere
carry ing negativ e RT-PCR test
report. Altogether, 668 passengers
arriv ed here in four  fl ights on
Monday.  RT -PC R tes ts w ere
conducted on them and the results

w ill be av ailable tomorrow . None of
the 332 passengers bound for the
North and Middle Andaman district
tested positiv e for the infection at
Ferrargunj today, said the Director
(i/c ), Directorate of In formation,
Publicity  and Tourism, Mr Kamlesh
Kumar. At the daily  press briefing,
Mr Kum ar informed that currently
there are ten activ e case of COVID-
19 in these islands and the patients
are undergoing treatment at COVID

Care facilities in South Andaman.
“A tota l of 180 w ere tested at
Mohanpura, 338 at Phoenix  Bay
and 7 passengers at the helicopter
terminal and all tested negativ e for
the infection. 435 doses of COVID-
19 v accine w ere adminis tered at
J N R M today  of w hic h 400
beneficiaries w ere in the age-group
of 18-45 y ears,”  said Mr Kumar.
More than 3.34 lakh beneficiaries

Swarnim vijay varsh victory
flame reached at Campbell Bay

Port Blair, Aug 23: The Victory
Flame of Sw arnim Vijay  Varsh
w hich commenced it’s journey from
Port Blair on 03 Aug 21 to v arious
Islands of Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago finally  arriv ed at Great
Nicobar Island on 21 Aug 21 onboard
Indian N av y  LCU -58,
accompanied bu INS Sary u. Prior to its  arriv al to this southernmost

Port Blair airport: June date for integrated
terminal building at Andaman airport

Port Blair, Aug 23: The terminal
building w il l boost the Centre’s
U DAN  sc heme that aim s  to
inc rease connectiv i ty  to  the
country ’s unserv ed and under-
serv ed airpor ts. The integrated
terminal building at Port Blair airport,
being built for an estimated Rs 417
crore,  w ill be c ompleted by  June

Palm-oil plan for Andamans came after
many steps to skirt legal hurdles

India’s quest to increase oil
palm isn’t new . A broad policy  push
came w ith the Special Programme
on Oil  Palm Area Ex pansion
betw een 2011-12 and 2014-15.
During the erstw hile 10th and 11th
plan periods, the gov ernment also
ran a programme called ISOPOM,
or  the “ In tegrated Schem e of
Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and
M aiz e”  T he M odi  C abinet’s See... Page 02

dec ision last w eek to prom ote
env ironmentally  ruinous oil-palm
plantations in the Andamans has
been a long time in the making and

MP inaugurates centre for free coaching
class for competitive exams

Port Blair,  Aug 23:  A free
coaching class for competitiv e
ex ams for all Gov t job aspirants
started at Malapuram  Mannarghat,
It w as a initiative of the Employ ed 
Youths of Mannarghat Panchay at
w ho are already  in Gov t Jobs. This
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MP celebrates Raksha Bandhan with children
at Pranab Kanya Ashram 

Port B la i r,  Aug 23:  The
M em ber of Parl iam ent, Shri .
Kuldeep Rai Sharma celebrated the
festiv al of Raks ha Bandhan w ith

President, DYC for resuming ATR bus service from
Bambooflat to Rangat

Port Blair,  Aug 23:   Shri
Nambi K T, President, District
Youth C ongress,  Andaman &
Nicobar Islands in a letter to the
Director of Transport has draw n
his  attention to the hardships faced
by  the commuters of ATR residing
in the Bambooflat area. There are

many  residents of these areas w ho
hav e to trav el to  Rangat for  their
liv elihood and other purposes. There
w as daily  bus serv ice to and fro
betw een Bambooflat and Rangat
before the pandemic, w hic h w as
largely  av ailed by  the people of
these areas  resid ing betw een

Bambooflat and Shoalbay. But the
serv ice w as suspended due to
the pandemic and s ti ll,  i t is
suspended. It is further to  state
that ATR service from Port Blair to
North & Middle Andaman has
resumed since the first w eek of

President, BCC apprise MP for
difficulties faced by residents due

to non-plying of express bus

Port B lai r ,  Aug 23: On
23 rd  Aug  2021  Shr i   Manoj i t
Halder ,  Pre s ident,  BC C
Bill iground met Shri Kuldeep Rai
Sharma, M ember of Parliament,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands at
his chamber in  Gandhi Bhaw an
and told about the hardship facing
by  the general public of area from
Basantipur  to Am kunj due to non

ply ing of Nimbudera ex press
(ST S) for w hich pres ently  those
w ho w ants to v isit Port Bla ir is
bound to av ail Cab serv ic e and
had to pay  ex orb itant sum . After
hearing the gr iev anc e w i th
patienc e,  he as sured that the
gr iev ance w i ll be taken up w i th
the concerns  authority  to ply  the
Nimbudera ex press immediately.

 

Thought for today
What I experience now is a result of
the past; what I experience in the
future depends on what I do NOW.

inmates of Pranab Kany a Ashram,
All India Ratio  Back side Prem
Nagar here today.  Children tied

See... Page 02

The Member of Parliament, Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma, today
felicitated Most . Rev. Bishop Fr Visuvasam Selvaraj Port Blair

Roman Catholic Diocese at his residence. with Emirtus Most. Rev.
Alex Dias and in the Presence of Shri Ranglal Halder, PCC

President Shri K Ganeshan, Chief Spokesperson, PCC, Shri Mash
Lugun General Secretary ANPCC & Shri John Robert, Ex President

Youth Congress.
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EDITORIAL
August 23, 1981, Forty Years
Ago: J&K Non-cooperation

Jammu and Kashmir’s ruling party, National Conference,
has pledged “to seek non-cooperation on Central laws that are
detrimental to the interests of the state’s autonomy”. The second
day’s session of the three-day annual meet of the party presided
over by Farooq Abdullah, at which the Chief Minister Sheikh
Abdullah was present, called upon all sections of “patriotic opinion”
in the state to affirm their faith in the basic requirements “of
building our state to accord it the distinct place of honour due to
it”. A resolution passed by a voice vote of over 4,000 delegates
said that the post-1975 story of Jammu and Kashmir was one of
ending the politics of drift and lack of direction and more
significantly, putting an end to any further encroachment of the
state’s “right to be ruled by its own constitution”. Letter Gag
Tough censorship has been clamped on correspondence
between Naxalite prisoners and the Supreme Court, it is learnt.
Inspector General of Prisons, R L Handa, has given instructions
to jail authorities that all correspondence must be routed through
him. Letters from prisoners to their representatives could well be
with the state home department or the IGP. Forgers NabbedThe
special staff of Delhi’s West District police claim to have busted
a gang of master forgers. The police said amongst those arrested
were two officials of the State Bank of India. A 9mm pistol with
cartridges was recovered from the alleged cheats.Punjab
Congress Rift PM Indira Gandhi is reported to be perturbed over
reports that recently appointed chief of the Punjab Congress (I)
is not getting CM Darbara Singh’s support. Singh and Parashar
have been in the capital for the last few days. Singh has complained
that Parashar has been assigning important party work to her
brother, Prithvi Parashar.
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POOR MURDER CONVICT FREED AFTER 7 YEARS
BY SUPREME COURT: "BENEFIT OF
DOUBT"PALMMEANSCHAIRMAN A murder convict from a poor

home w as given the benefit of the doubt
and acquitted today  by  the Supreme
Court, w hich said "most poor people
are unable to approach the court". The
conv ict w as sentenced to a life term for
committing robbery and murder in 2015
at a v illage in Hary ana. The sentence
w as cancelled today. The Supreme
Court a lso di rec ted the Hary ana
government to find out w hether another
conv ict in the case is still in jail so he
could be released too.

"They  are poor people, w hy
should they  remain in custody," the
Supreme Court questioned.Rajaram and
Chhinda Ram w ere conv icted of killing
a 76-y ear-old woman at Nagpur v illage
in Hary ana in February  2015. A trial
court conv icted and sentenced them to
life in jail and the High Court in 2019
confirmed the sentence. Today, a tw o-
judge bench of Justices UU Lalit and

Ajay  Rastogi said, "These are poor
people. Why  should they  remain in
custody ? They  came through legal
serv ices authority  - w e don't know
w hether the other person is alive or not.
Poor people cannot come to the Supreme
Court." Rajaram had challenged the High
Court order in the Supreme Court using
free legal serv ices offered by  the state.
His co-accused Chhinda Ram did not
appeal against his conv iction.Advocate
Minakshi Vij from the state-run Legal
Services Authority  defended Rajaram
pointing out that no w itness saw  the
convicts entering the w oman's house.
The low er court, she said, conv icted
them on the basis of statements of
neighbours w ho had said they had seen
the tw o roaming near the house. But there
w ere no ey e w itnesses either.

PromotedListen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaav n.com The Supreme
Court said there w as no independent

new PCC President .. from... Page 01

frontline,   .. from... Page 01

Diglipur   .. from... Page 01

w itness and only  there was at best circumstantial evidence
against the tw o men. "The benefit of the doubt must be given

to the conv icts. Since they  are poor they  may  not know the legal
process," the judges said. The court will take up the case tomorrow .

w ill enhance in the islands the
aspirations of the people of the
islands w ill be fulfilled.   57 y rs old
Shri Ranglal Halder, President PCC
A&N Islands w as born to Late NK
Halder at Sitapur, Rangat. He
com pleted his B. A (DM  Health
Education). He w as the Pradhan
Gram Panchay at Dararathpur during

2005-2010 and 2015-2020. He w as
also the Rangat Block Congress
Committee General Secretary  from
1995 -1999 and BCC President from
2000 -2011. He w as elected as the
DCC President, N&M Andaman
from 2012- 2021. Senior Congress
leaders, w orkers  and supporters
w ere present at the function.

Congres s and Bindraban Block
Congress Committee leaders were
present.  Others w ho w ere also
present include Shri Sunil Tehsildar
F / gunj ,  Shri  Sam m er SHO
Bambooflat,  Dr. Chakrabarti PHC
F/gunj, Dr. Ankita Banarjee, PHC,
W/gunj, Dr. Kav ai lax mi PHC F/

gunj, Dr lustin PHC W/gunj , Shri
Dhillarao,  SHO Ograbra j,  Shri
Anish Arbrim SI Incharge outpost
W/gunj, Shri AK Roy, ASI Incharge
fire station F/gunj, Shri KP Mammu
Police gold medalist and Cov id team
W/ gunj. The Programm e w as
orgainsed by  Shri VK Abdul Aziz

hav e been v accinated so far in these
is lands .  Ov er  2. 33 lak h
beneficiaries hav e received the first
dose of the v ac cine and around
1,00,753 beneficiaries hav e been
administered both the doses. More
1,22,742 eligible people in the age
group of 18 to 44 y ears have been
v accinated til l date.  A total of
472803 samples hav e been sent

for  tes ts  at the des ignated
laboratories of w hich reports  of
472803 have been receiv ed taking
the rate of testing to  1182008 per
million. The administration is taking
all necessary  steps to  contain the
spread of the disease and people
are requested to fol low  COVID
Appropriate Behav iour, the media
w as informed.

COVID ,   .. from... Page 01

multiple helicopters. The primary
roles of the Ship include anti-Ship
attack as Surface Action Group or
independently, picket for Ov er the
Horizon Targeting, prov iding Air
Defence cov er to High Value Unit,
Intelligence gathering and Search
and Resc ue operation. Being a
highly  v ersatile p latform, the Ship
has par tic ipated in m ul tip le
Coordinated Patrol w ith Nav ies of
Indonesia, Thailand and My anmar.
The Ship has also participated in
v arious multinational ex ercises like
w ith Nav ies of US, Japan and the
rec ently  c oncluded ex erc is e
KONKAN w ith UK Carrier  Strike
Group, thus  enhance regional
securi ty  in the IOR. Further, to

ensure good order  in the maritime
domain and strengthen ex isting
bonds,  the Ship has paid fr iendly
v isits  to many  foreign ports like
Langkaw i, Belaw an, Singapore and
Phuket.The Ship w as the first Indian
Nav y  Ship to v is it port Mongla,
Bangladesh as part ‘Sw ranim Vijay
Varsh’ celebration to commemorate
the 50th Independence Day  of
Bangladesh. The Ship has also
play ed a major role in intercepting
and containing foreign ingress into
Indian EEZ. The Ship’s crest depicts
‘Kulis h - The Thunderbolt’  w hich
signifies the w eapon carved out of
the bones of ‘Dadhichi Rishi ’, the
maker  of div ine w eapon w ielded
by  the king of Gods, Lord Indra.

(INS) Kulish, ,   .. from... Page 01

activity  of at least 30 minutes daily
in their lives, “fitness ki dose aadha
ghanta roz” . A rally  w as organized
from RK Gram to the Administrativ e
building at Diglipur bazaar. Similar

w alkathon w as also organized at
 Khudirampur v illage by  the NYK.
Rally  w as also held at Durgapur
and Si tanagar and on 28th Aug at
Subhashgram v illage.

Nicobar Command, the ‘Victory
Flame’, on its v oyage totheNicobar
Group of Islands , reached Indira
Point,  the Southernmost tip of the
N ation,  on22 nd   Augus t
21. The journey  of the Flame, North
to South, spanning the  entire
Andaman and Nicobar c hain of
Islands commemorates the spirit of

Sw arnim Vijay  Varsh. As part of
the ev ents, Armed Forces personnel
from  Andaman and Nic obar
Command hoisted the tricolor and
collected v i rtuous s oil from  the
location. The Victory  Flam e now
begins its journey back to Port Blair
for a befitting farew ell for its onw ard
journey  to the mainland.

history of modern India point   ..   from... Page 01

2022, an airport official told PTI.
Work on the new  w orld-class
terminal  bui ld ing at the Veer
Sav ark ar International Airport is
going on in full sw ing w ith  the
Airports Authority  of India setting a
June completion date. Airport
Director Jameel Khaliq said 83 per
cent of the w ork  on the terminal
building had been completed. The
terminal  building w ill boost the
Centre’s UDAN scheme that aims
to increase c onnec tiv ity  to the
country ’s unserv ed and under-
serv ed ai rports. The term inal w ill
also prov ide em ploy ment for
Andaman residents and boost the
island’s infrastructure. Khaliq said
domestic carriers and startup airlines
had s how n signi fic ant interest
because of the v arious  fisc al
incentiv es  and the three-y ear
ex clusiv ity  period to operate on the
Regional Connectiv ity  Sc heme
routes. The integrated terminal

building, being built ov er 40,000 sq
m, w il l handle 1,200 passengers
— 600 dom estic  and 600
international — during peak hours.
The roof of the building’s  nature-
inspired shell-shaped design w ill
be betw een 18 and 32 m high. One
of the building’s three floors w ill be
used as departure and serv ice
areas, w hile the other tw o floors
w i ll  s erv e as ac cess  arr iv al
passengers, and as w aiting lounge
for  international  trav ellers. F our
aerobridges, six  escalators,  10
elev ators, 28 check- in counters,
an in-line sc anner for  baggage
handling, three conv ey or belts for
baggage handl ing w i l l  be
incorporated.T he building w i ll
enable eas y  c hec k - in  and
mov ement to departure gates,
minimum queuing.  and hav e
shopping areas and 100 per cent
natural lighting for 12 hours through
sky lights.

Port Blair airport               ..   from... Page 01

landm ass of sov ereign Ind ia, a
series of ev ents w ere conducted at
Campbell Bay  inv olv ing mil itary
pers onnel,  civ il  population and
v eterans, are  echoing the massage
of patriotism and solidarity. Tw o
spots ev ents and an aw areness
campaign on Sw arnim Vijay  Varsh
w ere collectiv ely  conducted by  INS
Baaz and Campbell Bay  Police on
19 and 20 Aug 21. The Victory
Flame w as receiv ed at the jetty by
Commanding officer INS Baaz from
CO Indian Nav y  LCU-58 w ith full
military  honours. It w as thereafter
carried in the escort v ehicle through
the ar terial civ il  road of Campbell
Bay  w ith a stopov er at the Cricket
Ground, thus enabling the local
populace to portake  this proud and
historic moment. In a spectacular
ceremony  to commemorate the
Sw arnim  Vijay  Diw as and the
arriv al of the pious Victory  Flame at

the Island, a Guard of Honour w as
presented at India’s southernmost
a irstation INS Baaz . This w as
attended by  all defence personnel
in the station, school children,NCC
cadets and v eterans. Wreaths w ere
la id by  Commanding Officers,
Assistant Commissioner and DSP
Campbell Bay  and Veterans of the
1971 War residing on the Islands.
Two v eterans of 1971 war, namely
Captain Shetty  (Retd) and Hav ildar
M urat S ingh R aw at (R etd)
address ed the gather ing and
reminisc ed thei r day s on the
battlefields. The school children also
paid tribute to the w ar-v eterans by
singing a patriotic song.

This his toric  ev ent w hich
sy mbolises the decisiv e Victory  of
our country  in 1971 Indo-Pak w ar
and l iberation of Banglades h
w itnessed enthusiasm participation
by  residents at Campbell Bay.

Swarnim Vijay ,   .. from... Page 01

came on the heels of a go-ahead
contained in a s cientific body ’s
report, w hich env ironmenta lists
hav e disputed. The ¹ 11000-crore
“National Mission on Edible Oils –
Oil Palm  (NMEO-OP) plan seeks
to renew  and ex pand o il-palm
plantations in the Andaman and
N ic obar  Islands , a frag i le
archipelago of 572 untram meled
islands , of w hich only  38 are
inhabited. Palm oil, w hich is cheap,
is used in most food items , from
chocolate to pizza. India’s quest to
increase oil palm isn’t new . A broad
policy push came w ith the Special
Programm e on Oi l Palm  Area
Ex pansion betw een 2011-12 and
2014-15. During the erstwhile 10th
and 11th plan per iods , the
government also ran a programme
called ISOPOM, or the “ Integrated
Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses , Oil
Palm and Maize”. India’s gluttonous
demand has made it the w orld’s
largest importer of v egetable oils, a
base ingredient for cooking most
common dishes. The country  meets
up to tw o-thirds  of its domestic
demand through imports. During
2020-21, India imported both crude
and refined palm  oil w orth $5.8
billion. Edible oi l is the country ’s
third most high-v alue import, after
petroleum crude and gold. Edible-
oil plantations tend to replace natural
tropic a l  fores ts , depleting

biodiv ersity. Env ironmental case
studies in forested belts of Sumatra,
Borne and the Malay  Peninsula —
w hich produce 90% of global palm
oil – hav e found cultiv ation had
eliminated pristine forests, pushing
out w ildlife , from orangutans to
birds.  The new  push w ill l ikely
require additional clearances from
the Supreme Court, w hich had on
May 7 2002 ordered phasing out all
“exotic plantations” to conserv e the
islands’ ecology, an official w ith the
know ledge of the matter  said.
“Ex otic”  in this contex t refers to all
species of flora and fauna not nativ e
to the islands.  The new  s cheme
seeks to bring additional 0.65 million
hectare under oil palm by  2025-26
to reach a targeted one mil lion
hectare, up from 0.3 million hectare
at present. This  w ould res ult in
crude palm oil output to rise to 1.1
million tonne by  2025-26 and up to
2.8 mi llion tonne by  2029-30The
scheme follow s a long series of
steps to steer clear of legal and
procedural hurdles, HT has learnt.
In January  2019, the administration
of Andamans and Nicobar Islands
had mov ed the Suprem e Court
seek ing a rev iew  of its  strict
c ons erv ation orders  for  the
Andamans, the official said. The
chief secretary  of Andamans and
Nicobar Islands, Jitendra Narain,
did not respond to a request for

comments till the time of go ing to
press.  A second official sa id the
Union agric ulture m inis try  had
deputed a scientific team  from the
Indian Ins ti tute of Oi l  Palm
Research for a report on how  to
grow  o il-palm sustainably  at the
request of the Andamans and
Nicobar Islands administration. The
panel’s reported, finalised in end-
2018, stated that agro-cl imatic
conditions in the archipelago w ere
congenial for oil palms. Ecologists
dispute this. “The report w as more
about agricultural suitability. It is not
an ecological study,”  said Manjula
Jaitley, an independent ecologist.
Most of the oil-pa lm plantations in
the archipelago, including in Little
Andaman, are nearing the end of
their natural productiv e shelf life of
about 35 years. They  now  need to
be grow n anew . Oil-palm c an be
grow n sustainably  but only  under
str ict conditions, including total
av oidanc e of Andaman’s
ra infores ts , s a i d.
GVRamanjaney ulu of the Centre
for  Sus ta inable Agr ic u l ture.
How ev er, there are v ery  little non-
fores ted open bel ts  in  ther
Andamans,  ec ologists s ay.T he
country ’s second-most senior law
officer had told the Supreme Court
in Oc tober  2018,  in  a c as e
regarding rehabilitating farmers in
the islands, that there w as hardly

any  land av ai lab le for
“compensatory  afforestation”  and
“87% of the land mass is a natural
notified forest” .  Acc ord ing to top
ec ologis t M D M adhus udan,
grasslands are officially  taken by
policy -makers to be w aste lands,
w hich “ they  are not”  and s o o il
pa lm should not be there. T he
state-run A&N Islands Forest and
Plantation Dev . Corporation Ltd.
ow ned about 1,583 hectares of red
oi l pa lm oil  plantations in islets,
such as L ittle Andamans. T he
company  had four processing
units,  w hose operations w ere
curtai led w hen the top court had
ordered folding up of monoculture
plantations.

Depos ing before a
parliamentary  committee in 2009,
a senior official of the env ironment
minis try  had s tated that “as per
the rec om m endation of the
Shek har Singh Comm ission,  the
ex isting plantation of o il palm,
rubber  etc . are to  be phas ed out
and the land so releas ed, in so far
as it is forest land, be regenerated.
No ex otic species of fauna or flora
should be introduc ed in to the
Islands” . The landmark Shekhar
Singh Commission had spelt out a
s er ies of rec omm endation to
c onserv e the is lands ’
anthropological  and ecologic al
heritage.

oil palm isn’t new ,   .. from... Page 01

August 2021, but the serv ice from
Bambooflat to Rangat is sti ll not
resumed. As a result, people of these
areas w ho intend to trav el to Rangat
are forced to reach Port Blair before
05:00 AM for  the C OVID test to
get the bus departing at 07:00 AM.
He further stated that this area is
connected to Port Bla ir bv  fer ry
boat serv ice w hich only  s tar ts
from  05:30 AM onw ards  and
people could not reach on time if
they  go by  ferry  boat. The alternate
means av ailab le to trav el from
Bambooflat to Port Blair is by  hiring
a private car, w hich may cost them

up to Rs . 2000/-.  i.e.  if a person
from the Bamboofla t area has  to
trav el to Rangat then he has to pay
an ex tra Rs.2000/- apart from bus
tic ket fare and C OVID test fee.  If
the transpor t depar tment resume
the AT R  bus  s erv ic e from
Bambooflat to Rangat by arranging
a COVID test fac ili ty  either at
Bambooflat, Wimberlygunj, or any
other c onv enient plac e,  the
suffering and res ume the bus
service from Bambooflat to Rangat
at the earliest possib le to end the
hardships of the commuters of ATR
from the Bambooflat area.

DYC   .. from... Page 01

initia tiv e w as supported by  the P
Ummer, a Social Worker of this area
and A P Jabir, ex  PRI m ember of
Mannarghat. A grand opening
ceremony w as held at Mannarghat
w here the Member of Parliament,
Shri Kuldeep rai  Sharma w as the
chief guest and inaugurated this
centre. The MP w as felicitated by
a shaw l by  Shri A P Jabir, ex -PRI
 member and Shri K Ganeshan,
Chief Spokesperson,  PCC w as
also felicitated by  a shaw l by  Shri
P U mmer,  Socia l Worker. Tw o

gir ls of Mannarghat tied Rakhi  to
the MP. During his address to the
gathering,  Shr i  Kuldeep Rai
Sharma lauded and appreciated the
efforts of Shri P U mmer w ho has
giv en his rented room  free of cost
for the coaching class es . His
commitment to pay  the pay ment of
the teachers of th is  coac hing
c lass es  by  h im self is  rea lly
laudable.   Shr i   Mash  Lugun
General Secretary  ANPCC& Shri
John Robert,  Ex  President Youth
Congress w ere also present.

President, BCC ,   ..          from... Page 01

Rakhi on M.P’s w rist and interacted
w ith him. Besides ty ing the knot of
lov e, Shri. Sharma distributed gifts
to a ll  ch ildrens. Shri . Sharma
celebrates Raksha Bandan ev ery
y ear at this orphanage.  Further, he
inquired about their educational and
other needs. He w as contented to

celebrate the festiv al w ith these
beautiful children and assured that
gov ernment w ould ensure a safe and
secure env ironment to these children
enabling them to become successful
in life. Needless to say, ev ery one
w as v ery happy  to hav e had such
an ex c iting and s pecia l

day. Deliv ering the keynote address,
Hon’ble M.P spoke about the festival
and it’s sy mbolism as reflected in
the teachings of the Gita. “The festival
of Raksha Bandhan reminds us of
our duty  to protect our lov ed ones”
he said. Shri. K. Ganeshan, Ex -
Chairperson PBMC, Shri. Mahinder

Pras ad, Ex -  Sr.Vice Chai rman
PBMC , Shri.  R.K R aj, General
Sec retary  DCC and Shri. M.A
Sajid, NSUI Ex -President & Shri.
Zahid Hussain, State Secretary
Youth Congress besides  senior
functionaries of the orphanage were
present on the occasion.

Raksha Bandhan with inmates of Pranab Kanya Ashram, .. from... Page 01

MP condoles demise
Port Blair, Aug 23: Shri Kuldeep Rai Sharma,

Member of Parliament, Shri K Ganeshan, AICC
Member & Chief Spokesperson, ANPCC,  along

with all senior leaders of Pradesh Congress
Committee have deeply mourned the demises of
Shri Rama Krishna, Head Constable, Andaman

and Nicobar Traffic Police who expired on
22nd Aug 2021 at G B Pant Hospital. They

prayed to Almighty to give eternal peace to the
departed souls and courage to the bereaved

family to bear the irreparable loss.
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India Post Office Recruitment 2021,
Apply for 2429 GDS & Other
Vacancies @ indiapost.gov.in

India P ost Office Recruitment 2021 | GDS Vacancy | Total Vacancies 2357 | Last
Date:  19.08.2021 |  I ndia P ostal C irc le Recruitment A pply  online @
www.indiapost.gov.in

India P ost Office Recruitment 2021: Applications are inv ited v ia online mode by
the respective recruiting authorities from eligible candidates for the selection and
engagement to the following posts of Gramin Dak Sevaks. India Post is going to fill up
2357 vacancies in West Bengal. It has recently  published the recruitment notification
for 2357 vacancies and these vacancies are ass igned for GDS  Vacancy. India Post
Office inv ites online application from 10th passed candidates to fill up India Postal
Vacancy  2021. Applicants who are looking for 10th Std Jobs in central govt can make
the India Post online registration from 20.07.2021 to 19.08.2021. India Postal Circle
recruitment notification pdf & apply  online link is available @ www.indiapost.gov.in.

Candidates can submit India Post Recruitment Application from 20.07.2021.
Applicants should pass 10th Std and age limit should be 18 to 40 years. Contenders
have to pay required fee and make the payment v ia either online or offline. India Post
Office wil l recruit the aspirants on Academic B ackground/ Interv iew/ Written Test/
Merit. S hortlisted candidates will be appointed in West Bengal. Incomplete application
& application after the due date will be rejected. M ore details of Post Office Jobs in WB,
upcoming WB Postal jobs notices, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming
India Post notifications and etc. will be uploaded on official website. India P ost is a
government of India agency, executing postal serv ices in India. I t has been functioning
since 1854. Headquarter is located in Sansad M arg, New Delhi until now. They
prov ide serv ices such as letter post,  parcel serv ices, EMS, delivery, freight forwarding,
third-party  logistics and also deposit account. Presently, there are 22 postal circles in
India and it has more than 4 lakhs employees are working in this department.  Postal
Circles are J&K Postal Circle, Punjab Postal Circ le, Uttarakhand Postal Circle, West
Bengal P ostal Circle, N orth Eastern Postal Circle and Kerala Postal Circle.

Here you will get details of Branch Postmaster (BPM), Assistant Branch Postmaster
(ABP M) and Dak S evak posts l ike educational qualification, age limit, application
mode, fee and how  to apply. K eep check Daily  Recruitment regularly  to get latest
government exams.

ITBP Recruitment 2021,
Apply 65 Constable

Vacancies @
itbpolice.nic.in

ITBP  Recruitment 2021 | C onstable P ost |  65 Vacancies |  Last Date:
02.09.2021 | Apply  Online @ itbpolice.nic. in ITB P Recruitment 2021: Indo-
Tibetan B order P olice Force has issued the recruitment notification for the post
of C onstable (General Duty) under Sports Quota in the S ports disciplines.  The
ITBP  inv ites both Male & Female candidates for fil ling up 65 vacancies for non-
gazetted and non-ministerial for G roup ’C ’ posts.  These v acancies are not
av ailable for phys ically  challenged persons or ex-serv iceman. Eligible Indian
c itizens may  apply  this  ITB P  sports quota recruitment through online mode
only ,  another mode of application form w il l  not be accepted.  The online
application form starts  from 05.07.2021 and the last date of receipt of online
application is  02.09.2021.  Candidates are requested to fill  the online application
from carefully, because if any mistakes declared in the application form will  not be
entertained. Those candidates who are applied for ITBP recruitment may be recruited
by the process of interv iew/ test. After the interv iew,  applicant w ill be appointed at
anywhere in India with the scale pay of Rs. 21,700 to Rs. 69,100. If you want more
details  about ITBP Sports Quota recruitment, ITB P constable recruitment, ITB P jobs,
upcoming recruitment notification,  selection list, results, merit list etc . check the official
website.  This is the great opportunity  for the candidates who are seeking for Central
Govt jobs.

Fight Against Covid-19

at village Bachda Pahad. The focus of the
programme w as on management of major Insect
Pests in Rice and vegetable crops through IPM
prac tices- Cultura l, Mechanical,  Biological
methods including various Indigenous Technical
Know ledge (ITKs) of the region and Ex hibit the
Bioagents and Biopesticides, Host cultures and
also pheromone / sticky  Traps, Trap crops and
Tr icho-c ards to create aw areness about
Integrated Crop Management in IPM technology
for farming comm unity  and hav e face to face
interaction w ith farmers and officers.
Sh. H.P. Ramesh, Plant Protection Officer (E),
CIPMC,  Port Blai r in his inaugural address
emphas ized on the importance of Natural

CIPMC,   .. from... Page 01

enemies in field c rops and residual e ffect of
pesticides on v egetables & its perpetuation in
Food Chain. He expressed his serious concern
over adv erse effect of pesticides residues abov e
MRL in v egetable sam ples consumed in day
to day  l ife. Dr. Atul Gaw ande, APPO(PP),
discussed upon v arious ty pes of Biopesticides,
pheromone / s ticky  Traps, T rap c rops and
Tricho-cards implementation for management
of insect pests. Smti. Beena Neogi, Agriculture
Assistant, Chouldari ex pressed her v iew s on
importance of IPM in organic farming for Andaman
Nicobar UT. On this occasion IPM ex hibition
w as also arranged for Farmers. Leaflets on IPM
w ere distributed to farmers.

AFFIDAVIT 
 By this deed I, the undersigned P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAI SERVAI

previously called P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAISERVAI doing seaman in DSS 
and resident of Garacharma-II, Port Blair under Tehsil, South Andaman District, 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands-744105 solemnly declare:- 

 
1. That for and on behalf of myself, my parents, my wife, my children and 

remitter issue wholly renounce/relinquish and abandon the use of my former 
name/surname of P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAISERVAI and in place thereof I 
do hereby assume from this date the name/surname P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. 
PICHAI SERVAI and so that, I my parents, my wife, my children and remitter issue 
may hereafter be called, known and distinguished not by me and former 
name/surname, but assumed name / surname P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAI 
SERVAI 

2. That for all purpose of evidencing such my determination declare that I 
shall at all times hereafter in all records, deeds and writings and in all proceedings, 
dealings and transactions, private as well as upon all occasions whatsoever use 
and sign the name P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAI SERVAI as my name/surname 
in place and in substitution of my former name/surname. 

3. That I expressly authorize and request all persons in general and 
relatives and friends in particular, at all times hereafter to designate and address 
me, my parents, my wife, my children and remitter issue by such 
assumed/surname of P. ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAI SERVAI accordingly. 

4. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my former P. 
ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAISERVAI  and adopted name/surname P. 
ANNADURAI, S/o M. PICHAI SERVAI of affix my signature and seal, if any this….. 
day of August . 

DEPONENT

Underutilised
Assets To Be

Monetised,
Ownership To

Remain With Centre
Under-utilised assets w ill be monetised and

the ass ets ow ners hip w il l remain w ith
gov ernment,   Finance M in is ter  N irmala
Sitharaman said w hile unv ei ling the ? 6 lakh
crore National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP). The
gov ernment w ill not sell off any  any  assets, but
only  utilise them in a better manner, the finance
minister said and emphasized that the enti re
ex ercise "w il l generate greater  v alue and
unloc k res ourc es for economy . " As set
monetisation is the proces s of creating new
sourc es of rev enues by  unlock ing the v alue
of unutilised and underutilis ed publ ic ass ets,
ac cording to the Department of Inv estment
and Public As set Management w ebsi te .
Infra ass ets w orth ? 6 lak h crore w i ll  be
monetised across the rai l, road and pow er
sectors ov er 4 y ears, the NITI Aay og C EO
Am itabh Kant s aid.

The National M onetiz ation Pipeline w ill
on ly  m onetis e brow nfie ld  ass ets and th is
w i l l  be done by  br ing ing in  pr iv ate
partic ipation, the finance m inis ter  said. T he
pr iv ate par tic ipants  w i ll hav e to hand ov er
the as sets  to the gov ernment after  a c erta in
per iod of tim e. The money  obtained through
th e m o net iz at ion ex e rc is e w i l l  be
channelis ed into in fras tructure building, the
m in is ter  added.  The book on National
Monetisation Pipeline w as released by  the
finance m in is ter  in the presenc e of V ic e
Chairman of N IT I Aay og, Dr  Rajiv  Kumar,
C EO, Shri  Ami tabh Kant, and secretaries
of ministries w hose assets w ould come under
the monetisation pipeline.

This y ear's budget has laid a lot of emphasis
on ass et monetis ation as a means to raise
innov ativ e and a lternativ e financing for
infrastructure, Niti Aay og had said on Sunday.
In her Budget speech, the Finance Minister had
said that the gov ernm ent w as look ing at
innov ativ e means of raising money.

Tamil Nadu Lok Sabha seats cut after success
in population control: Court

 Tamil Nadu has faced “unfair”  po litical
representation in the Lok Sabha since 1962 after
the state managed to successfully bring dow n
its population, the Madras high court said recently.
In its order passed on August 17, the court asked
the centre to see if the Lok Sabha representation
of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh - the other
state that has seen a drop in representation in the
parliament - be restored, or to see if the tw o can
be compensated monetarily. The court pegged
the monetary  compensation to Tamil Nadu at ¹
 5,600 crore. “Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
lost 2  Lok Sabha seats after  they  effec tiv ely
controlled population. Why  states w hich could
not successfully  implement population benefits
w ith more representation in Parliament? Why
not compensate these states w ith equal Rajy a
Sabha s tates ,”  the benc h of Jus tic es  N
Kirubakaran and B Pugalendhi asked. Justice
Kirubakaran retired a few  days ago.

Till 1962, Tamil Nadu had 41 Lok Sabha
members. The state’s Lok Sabha representation
w as reduced to 39 ahead of the 1967 general
polls after it successfully  controlled its population
growth.“Notionally, the contribution of a Member
of Parliament in 5 y ears could be taken at least
as Rs.200 crores, though it cannot be determined
monetarily. Therefore for ev ery  election, Tamil
Nadu should be compensated w ith a sum of
Rs.400 crores for  reduction of tw o pol itical
representativ es. If that is so, Tamil Nadu has to

get the compensation for the loss of two seats in
14 elections, v iz . 28 seats , w hich amount to
approx imately Rs.5, 600 crores, the bench said. 

The court also directed the centre to see if
Article 81 can be amended to maintain the same
number of parliam entary  cons ti tuencies
irrespec tiv e of change in the population of the
respectiv e states.

The matter has been listed for further
consideration in four w eeks. This comes amid
the construction of the new  parliament by  the
BJP gov ernment. The new  Lok Sabha w ould
reportedly  hav e a seating capacity  of 1,000.

The original w rit sought to turn the reserved
Lok Sabha constituency of Tenkasi into a general
seat so that candidates from other communities
too can contest. The petition sought a rotational
mechanism. How ev er, the court had turned
dow n the plea, c iting Tenk asi has a large
population of scheduled castes.

The return of Taliban: The key mistake by the
USA and the potential ramifications for India

In order  to  ex amine the potentia l
ramifications of the re-establishing of Taliban rule
in Afghanistan, one must first address the speed
of the reconquest. While US intelligence reports
up until only  a few  day s ago w ere suggesting
that the Afghan gov ernment could hold up for
another 3 months or so, the Taliban rampaged to
the Presidential  Palace in Kabul in about a
w eek . The second coming of the Taliban has
similarities to its rapid conquest in the mid-1990s,
marked by Mullah Omar donning the rarely  seen
cloak of Prophet Muhammed that is housed in a
Kandahar mosque. The fact that the Taliban could
conquer the country  in a w eek’s time shows that
it cemented its position during its 20 y ears out of
pow er,  and had broad support w ithin large
sections of the population. There are a few  key
lessons for v arious stakeholders. For the US,
the lesson is that no amount of phy sic al and

intellectual dev elopment (education) assistance
in bui lding up state capacities is capable of
ov erpow ering an armed forc e that has  w ide
support w ithin the population. The US poured
trillions  into Afghanistan to help build the State
but paid no serious attention to reforming the
mindsets that helped bring the Taliban to the
forefront. ‘Nation building’ is an idea that should
firmly  be cast to the dustbin.

Pakistan’s glee at the return of the Taliban
w ill be short-liv ed, as the Pashtun nationalism
sentiment w ill be reinv igorated and demands for
a fully  Sharia-compliant Pakistani gov ernment
w ill become louder. Look for a resurgence of the
‘bad Taliban’, Tehrik-I-Taliban on the Pakistan
side. India w ould be w ell serv ed to ov ertly and
covertly  support the demands of an independent
Pashtun state (along w ith a Baloch, Sindhi, and
other carv ed-out nations) w hile breaking off all

formal relationships w ith Pakistan. 
For the Hindu ‘right’ in India, the return of

the Taliban should be seen w ithin the broader
landscape of losses of dharmic lands and
peoples for sev eral centuries now . While there
hav e been spark s  of res urgenc e,  the
demographic tide, and w ith it, the geographical
losses continue. There needs to be a recalibration
of both offensiv e and defensiv e strategies to bring
more people to the Hindu fold, while more directly
countering the rhetoric and conv ersion push of
the Abhramic religions. the US was able to keep
a lid on the Taliban ov er the past 20 y ears due to
its ov erw helming m ilitary  super iority.  The
Taliban’s resurgence should driv e introspection
on how  to counter an ideology  that makes people
prefer the Taliban’s brutality  ov er a US-backed,
semi-functioning s tate. It is this ideology  that
needs to be countered, and urgently, by  all
stakeholders.

Raksha Bandhan celebration at BJP Bhavan

Port Blair, Aug 23: Smti Sampa Banerjee,
State President, BJP Mahila Morcha, Andaman
Nicobar Islands, along w ith her team celebrated
R ak sha Bandhan program m e by  ty ing
rakshasutra to the State leaders and kary akartas
of BJP at Shy ama Prasad Mukherjee Bhav an,
Middle point. Shri Bishnu Pada Ray,  Ex -MP
,Shri Vishal Jolly, Ex  Pres ident BJP, Shri L

Condolence Message
Port B lair, Aug 23: The chai rman and

Ex ecutiv e Member of Tribal Car  Nicobar
ex press their deep mourn tow ards the sudden
demise of Mr. Benjamin Johnson 4th Captain of

Kakana v illage, Car Nicobar. He is s urv iv ed
by  his  w ife, one son and daughter. He w as
activ e member of his v illage Panam Hinengo.
May  his soul rest in peace.

Murthy, National Council Member, Smti Sheela
Singh State Vice President BJP, Shri Ramdas,
State General Secretary,  Smti Fulmani Thomas,
State Secretary, Shri N K Udhay a kumar, State
President BJP Yuv a Morcha, Shri Maheshw ar
Lall,  State Offic e Incharge,  Smti Anita Puria,
Prabhari BJ Mahila Morcha , other padadhikari
and kary akartas w ere present. 
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OPEN SECRET

The covid pandemic has pushed us to the new norm of education, where kids
pushing a button instead of raising their hands.

Long jumper Shaili Singh, daughter of
single mother, leaps to World U20 silver
The journey she made from Jhansi to Nairobi in her nascent but

promising career has been full of metaphorical uphill climbs.
Long jumper Shaili Singh, 17,

brought up by  a single mother w ho
learnt tailoring to earn a liv ing, w on
a si lv er  at the Wor ld U 20
Cham pions hips in  N airobi on
Sunday. Mentored by  long jump
great Anju Bobby  George and
coached by  her husband Robert,
Shail i missed out on gold by  a
centimetre but established herself as
a star to w atch out for. Incidentally,
Oly mpic gold medallist jav elin
throw er Neeraj Chopra became the
U20 w orld champion fiv e y ears
ago.In her third jump, Shaili leaped
to her personal best of 6.59 metres
to mov e into prov isional first place
after dropping to fourth at the end of
the second round. Sw eden’s
European Junior Champion Maja
Askag, how ev er, edged her out in
the fourth round by  the narrow est of
margins to ev entually  w in the gold.
Shaili ’s prev ious best jum p w as
6.48m. Shaili’s nex t two jumps w ere
fouls.  She regrouped, hoping to
better Askag in the last round. She
clasped her hands in pray er on
completing the ju mp, but bent dow n
and hit the track repeatedly  with her
palm in disappointment w hen 6.37
metres w as dis play ed on the
electronic board. Mariia Horielov a
of Uk raine w as third w ith  6.50
metres. Shaili’s ey es filled up before

she regained her composure, and
held the Tricolour over her shoulders
to cap a successful ev ening in her
first international competition in the
Keny an capital at 1,795 m etres
abov e sea lev el. The journey  she
made from Jhansi to Nairobi in her
nascent but prom ising career has
been ful l of metaphorica l uphill
climbs . As a y oung girl, s he ran
w ithout shoes, but brav ed blisters
to com pete in  s chool - lev el
competitions. Her family  found it hard
to put three square meals on the
table. Mother Vinita is an ardent fan,
and the first person she calls to
update on results. “My  mother told
me before the final not to w orry.
She expected me to w in gold. Nex t
time, I w ill w in gold. I w anted to
hear the National Anthem being
play ed at the stadium. As she is a

single mother, it w as difficult for her
but my  mother looked after me, my
sister, and my  brother,” Shaili said.
Shaili  Singh is the U20 national
record holder in long jump. (Tw itter/
AFI) National record-holder and
senior world championships bronze
medall ist Anju ex pects Shaili to
reach greater heights and w in an
Oly mpic medal for the country. “She
can improv e on the national record
(6.83 metres). Our main target for
Shaili  is to help her finish on the
podium at the Oly mpic  Games,
w hich is the most v aluable thing. If
our trainee can w in a medal, I w ill
consider it as my ow n,”  Anju said.
Before the World U20, coach Robert
had s et Shai li a target of 6 .60
metres know ing that her ex plosiv e
speed on the runw ay  w ould be
tough to match. “ She m eets  my

targets usually. But I know  she is
capable of bigger things.  She is a
teen athlete but has the spirit of an
adult. I can promise that she w ill
rule the athletics circuit in the nex t
10 y ears .  It w as  her  fi rs t
international  competi tion and she
w on s i lv er  at the w or ld
championships and I am glad about
it, ”  Robert s aid. Shaili  is the fi rst
from her family  to take up s ports.
She has her m other  to thank for
encouraging her to pursue track and
field, though the family  w asn’t w ell
off. It was Vinita w ho alerted Shaili
about selection trials being held after
s eeing a new s paper
advertisement. Shaili w as inducted
into the Lucknow  Sports Hostel but
her big break came after she caught
Robert’s  ey e, ev en though she
finished outside the medals and had
no proper technique at the National
Junior Athletics Championships in
Vijay aw ada in 2017. A w eek later,
Anju spotted her at the Inter-District
Junior C ham pionships,  and the
couple agreed they  had found an
athlete w i th the potentia l to
becom e the nex t big s tar.  “She
w as a rough diamond. To be able
to find an athlete like this  is  a
v aluable th ing.  We knew  if w e
guided her,  she w ould make it
big,”  Anju say s.

India at Paralympics: Meet the past medallists
India hav e w on 12 m edals,

including four gold, and as many
silv er  and bronz e medals in the
Summer Paraly m pics sinc e its
debut at the 1968 Games. 1972,
Heidelberg Para ly mpic s
MU RLIKAN T PETKAR:  GOLD
Petkar w on the country ’s first ev er
medal at the Paraly mpics w hen he
clinched the gold in the men’s 50m
freesty le swimming ev ent, clocking
a w orld  record time of 37. 33
seconds. Originally  a box er in the
Indian Army, Patekar sw i tched to
sw imming and other sports after
losing his arm in the 1965 Indo-Pak
w ar. He w as India’s firs t-ev er
ind iv idual go ld medallis t at the
Paraly mpics and Oly mpics.

1984, New  York (US), Stoke
Mandev ille (UK) Paraly mpics

JOGIN DER SINGH BEDI:
1 SILVER, 2 BRONZE Bedi w on
the silver medal in the shot put ev ent
w hile  bagging a bronze each in
discus  and jav el in throw  ev ents.
He holds the rec ord of being the
Indian w ith the most Paraly mpic
medals .BHIMRAO KESARKAR:
SILVER  Kes arkar cl inched the
silv er  medal in the men’s jav elin
throw  ev ent at the 1984
Paraly mpics, co-hosted by  Stoke
Mandev il le, UK, and New  York,

US. He finished ahead of compatriot
Joginder Singh Bedi, w ho claimed
the bronze medal in the same ev ent.

2004, Athens Paraly mpics
DAVENDRA JHAJ HARIA:

GOLD J hajharia ended India ’s 20
y ear w ait for a Paraly mpic medal
by  clinching the gold in the men’s
javelin throw  at the Athens Games.
With his throw  of 62.15m in Athens,
Jhajharia set a new  w orld mark, a
record that he w ould rew ri te 12
y ears later. Hail ing from a small
v illage in Rajasthan’s Churu district,
Jhajharia w as around eight y ears
old w hen his left hand had to be
amputated immediately  after he
accidentally  touched a liv e electric
cable entw ined in a branch of tree
he had climbed. Jhajharia would be
in action in Tok y o as  w ell .
R AJ IN DER  SIN GH RAHELU :
BRONZE

The second Indian medallist
at the Athens Games , Rahelu,
c om peted in  the 56k g men’s
pow erlifting ev ent. He bagged the
bronze w ith an effort of 157.5kg.
Born in M ehs am pur v i llage,
Jalandhar district, Punjab, Rahelu
is suffers from infantile para ly sis.
He contracted polio w hen he w as
eight months old. 2012, London
Paraly mpics

G I R I S H A
NAGARAJ EGOWDA: SILVER

The lone Indian medallist in the
London edi tion of the Games,
Nagarajegow da grabbed the silv er
in the men’s high jump w ith a jump
of 1.74 metres.

With the feat, Nagarajegowda,
w ho has an impairment in his left
leg, became the first Indian to win a
medal at that ev ent.

2016, Rio Paraly mpics
DAVENDRA J HAJHAR IA:

GOLD Jhajharia etched his  name
in history  books w hen he sent the
spear to a distance of 63.97 metres
in the men’s jav elin throw ev ent in
Rio, becoming the first Ind ian to
cl inch tw o gold medals at the
Paraly mpics.

One of India’s most decorated
ath letes  at the Para ly mpics ,
Jhajharia also bettered his  w orld
record that he had set 12 y ears
earlier at the Athens Games. He is
also competing in the Toky o Games
w ith an aim of cl inching his  third
gold medal.

M A R I Y A P P A N
THANGAVELU: GOLD

Thangav elu bagged the gold
in the high jump ev ent at the Rio
Games  by  clearing 1.89m. He is
one of only three gold medal-w inning

Paraly mpians in the country.
Hailing from Salem district in

Tamil Nadu, his brilliant effort saw
him obliterate the prev ious  Asian
record.

Thangav elu, w ho suffered a
permanent disabil ity  at the age of
fiv e w hen a bus c rushed his right
leg below the knee, w ill be defending
his gold at the Toky o Games.

DEEPA MALIK- SILVER
Malik became the first w oman

from India to w in a Paraly mpic medal
w hen she w on the silv er in the shot
put ev ent in Rio w ith a best throw of
4.61m.

A paraplegic, paraly sed from
w aist dow n, Malik was consigned
to the w heelchai r after be ing
operated for a spinal tumour.

She currently  serv es  as the
Pres ident of the Para ly m pic
Committee of India.

VARU N  SINGH BHAT I-
BRONZE

Bhati c linc hed the bronze
medal in  high jum p at the Rio
Games, accompany ing compatriot
Mariyappan Thangavelu, w ho won
the gold, on the podium. Afflicted by
poliomy elitis at a y oung age, Bhati
had produced a personal best mark
of 1.86 metres, capping off India’s
most s uccessful Paraly mpic s till
date.


