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One convicted in POCSO Case
Port Blair, Oct 14: The
Hon’ble Special Judge Shri
Raja Chatterjee on
13th October, 2022 convicted
one accused persons namely
MithunSikder, resident of
Durgapur Village, Diglipur in
a sexual assault case commit-
ted by him against a minor girl
then aged 11 years. It is
averred that on 01.11.2016
the victim girl had been to the
tuition centre and the tuition
teacher i.e. the accused
herein was alone in the cen-
tre and no one else except the
victim was present. The ac-
cused thereafter made the
victim sit on his lap and
started touching her body in-
appropriately and also

touched her private part with
bad intention.

The victim out of fear
came out of the centre and
called her father. Then the
matter was brought to notice
of PS Diglipur who registered
a case against the accused
person under Section 354 of
Indian Penal Code (IPC) read
with Section 9(m) & 10 of
POCSO Act.

The prosecution ex-
amined 09 witnesses and the
Hon’ble Court after conduct-
ing trial found the accused per-
son guilty of the offence and
sentenced him to suffer 5
(five) years rigorous impris-
onment under Section 10 of

  (See page 6)

Chief Secretary distributesprizes
to winners of various competitions organized

during Hindi Pakhwada-2022

Port Blair, Oct. 14: The prize
distribution ceremony for vari-
ous competitions organized as
part of Hindi Pakhwada-2022
organized by the Official Lan-
guage Department of A&N Ad-
ministration was held at TGCE
auditorium heretoday. The
Chief Secretary, A&N Admin-
istration, ShriKeshav Chandra,
IAS was the chief guest on the
occasion.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Secretary said
thatHindi acts as thelink lan-
guage for people of different
linguistic background residing
in A&N Islands. This shows
that Hindi is a strong and pre-
dominant language, which has
been widely acknowledged by
the people of the Islands, the

  (See page 2)

Some children of  Padmanabapuram and
Pinaki Nagar region complain about Diarrhea and
Vomiting; Parents demand detailed investigation

to find the root cause
Salim Javed, John &

Rabindranath
Biswas

Sheekha News Service

Port Blair, Oct 14: A number
of students studying in the
schools of North and Middle
Andamantoday complained
about health issues like Diar-
rhea and Vomiting. However
a few parents alleged that

mid-day meal is the cause of
this problem but there was

no direct evidence of children
  (See page 5)
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Workshop Cum Exposure

Visitscience & Technology Communication

Port Blair, Oct 14:  Environ-
mental Education Centre orga-
nized a workshop cum expo-
sure visit on Science & Tech-
nology communication of best
practices and awareness rais-
ing on climate change &
biodiversity conservation in
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
in association with the National
Council for Science and Tech-
nology Communication, De-

partment of Science and Tech-
nology, Government of India.

 Workshop organized
for teacher trainees of DIET,
Garacharma on 11.10.2022 to
make them understand the
impact of climate change is-
sues on island biodiversity.

Dr. C. Sivaperuman,
Officer In-charge, Zoological
of Survey of India was the

  (See page 5)

Chief Secretary remarked. He
mentioned that Hindi was ac-
cepted as the Official Lan-
guage by the Constituent As-
sembly of India on September
14, 1949. In the recent years,
the Central Govt. is focusing
on the development and
propagation of Hindiand we
must strive to work towardsits
propagation at all level.

   Appreciating the
large scale participation in the
competitions organized during
the observance of ‘Hindi
Pakhwada’, the Chief Secre-
tary stated that this shows the
love and passion for the Hindi
language and its
propagation.He also congratu-
lated the Official Language
Department for successfully
conducting the Hindi
Pakhwadaby organizing dif-
ferent competitions involving
students and employees.

  Earlier, the Chief
Secretary distributed prizes to
the winners of the various

competitions held during the
‘Hindi Pakhwada’.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Secretary (Home),
ShriSanjay KumarJha, IAS
stated that during the Freedom
Struggle of India, Hindi was
used as link language and in
A&N Islands also Hindi was
used as the communicating
language by the freedom fight-
ers. Opining that the Island-
ers have accepted Hindi as a
medium of communication, he
said, Hindi is a scientific lan-
guage which is written the
way it is pronounced.

Earlier, the Secretary,
Official Language,
ShriVishwendra welcomed the
chief guest and others present
on the occasion and also pre-
sented a report about the
‘Hindi Pakhwada-2022’ ob-
served by the Department.The
function concluded with the
vote of thanks proposed by the
Assistant Secretary (OL),
ShriRajendraIndwar.

Chief Secretary...   (From  page 1)

Administering Medicines/ Health
Assessments should be carried out by the

staff of the health department: ANTA
Port Blair, Oct 14: Highlight-
ing a crucial issue, Mr. Y
Sajeevan, President, A & N
Teachers’ Association wrote
a letter to the
S e c r e t a r y
(Education),   Andaman &
Nicobar Administration today
in connection to the recent
incident of mass health related
issue which cropped up
among students of Govt.
Model Senior Secondary
School, Aberdeen, Port Blair.
  Reportedly, about 24
students from classes 6 to 9
were hospitalized after pur-
portedly consuming
albendazole tablets for treat-
ing worm infestation among
children, as mentioned in the
letter.

This medication is be-
ing supplied by the Department
of Health to each school to be
administered by the teachers
and the teachers cannot be
held accountable for genuine-
ness of the medicine or its
method of administration to the
children, Mr. Y Sajeevan ar-
gued.

Besides on several
occasions, the responsibility of
health assessment of school
children and other such activi-
ties are shifted on to the shoul-
ders of the teachers who are
already overburdened in
record maintenance in addition
to their own academic activi-
ties, the President of A & N
Teachers’ Association alleged.

 Urging the Secretary

(Education) to kindly ensure
that the implementation of
health related schemes like
deworming, health assess-
ments etc- should be carried
out by the staff of the health
department in their physical
presence as they have the
professional expertise for
such activities which the
teachers lack, after obtaining
prior permission from the par-
ents (if required) so that the
same can be safely and ef-
fectively implemented, Mr. Y
Sajeevan suggested. He fur-
ther implored the Secretary
that the matter may kindly be
taken up with the appropri-
ate authority to avert any
such untoward incident in
future.
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Encroachment Eviction
Drive conducted at Phoenix Bay

Port Blair, Oct 14: The Dis-
trict Administration of South
Andaman ensured zero toler-
ance towards encroachment
on Govt. land, carried out en-
croachment eviction drive to-
day on 14/10/2022 at Phoenix
Bay under Port Blair Tehsil.

In Port Blair Tehsil

the eviction drive carried and
the fresh encroachment
committed in the shape of
plantation and fencing were
removed at Phoenix Bay vil-
lage and restored an area of
500 sq mtrs into the Govt.
khata.

The general public

is once again cautioned to re-
frain from encroaching Govt.
land. In case of any inquiries
or information regarding such
illegal activities and encroach-
ment, the general public can
communicate with the District
Control Room at the following
nos. 03192-240127/1077.

Revised Sailing Programme Of MV Swaraj Dweep
Port Blair, Oct 14: Due to in-
sufficient booking of pas-
senger tickets the sailing
schedule of the vessel MV

Swaraj Dweep to Chennai
on 11.10.2012 was can-
celled. However, now the
sailing programme of the

vessel has been revised. The
revised sailing programme of
MV Swaraj Dweep is as fol-
lows:

  REVISED SCHEDULE OF MV SWARAJ DWEEP  
ARRIVAL DAY PORT DEPARTURE DAY VOY.  

NO 
TIME 

(in Hrs) 
REMARKS 

-- -- PORT BLAIR 18.10.2022 TUE 1012 1600  
21.10.2022 FRI CHENNAI 23.10.2022 SUN 1013 1600  
26.10.2022 WED PORT BLAIR  28.10.2022 FRI 1014 1000  
31.10.2022 MON VIZAG 01.11.2022 TUE 1015 1600  
04.11.2022 FRI PORT BLAIR -- -- --   
 Passenger tickets for Chennai

sector will be issued to the
general public from
15.10.2022 onwards at

STARS Ticketing Counters.
Further to inform that,
Chennai bound passengers
those who have cancelled

their tickets for earlier sched-
ule i.e. for 11.10.2022 are ad-
vised to purchase a fresh ticket
to avail the above sailing.

9th Membership
Verification of BSNL Employees

Port Blair, Oct 14: Centre of
Indian Trade Unions,
Andaman & Nicobar State
Committee congratulates
BSNL Employees Union for
scoring nearly 61% of polled
votes in the Andaman & Nicobar
Circle in the 9th Membership
Verification of BSNL Employ-

ees, polling for which was held
on 12th October, 2022.
CITU congratulates each  staff
member of BSNL who voted for
the BSNL Employees Union.
CITU hope that the valiant
struggle being conducted under
the BSNLEU will continue in the
coming days also.    

IPM Kit Distribution At
Parnasala Of Rangat, N & M Andaman

Port Blair, Oct 14: Keeping in
view of pest & disease attack
on vegetables, CIPMC con-
ducted Farmers’ Field School-
Kharif 2022-23 to sensitize and
spread awareness about IPM
technology at Parnasala of
Rangat, N & M Andaman by
involving 30 Vegetable farmers
(10 Women Farmers) and 5
AEOs.

Addressing the
programme, Mr. Shiva Kumar
H. D., APPO (W), CIPMC Port
Blair welcomed all the farmers

and briefed on how to adopt
and spread Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) tech-

nologies among other farmers
and be a bridge for gradual shift-

  (See page 5
)



 4             14.10.2022                           Rs. 2.00             Andaman Sheekha       Daily                                       Port Blair

  (See page 5)



       15.10.2022                        Rs. 2.00                     Andaman Sheekha                    Daily                      Port Blair                         5
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ing to organic farming. Mrs.
S. C. Rekha, Assistant Direc-
tor, Dept. of Agriculture,
Rangat shared her views on
IPM Methods, Natural en-
emies, Cultural, Mechanical,
Biological methods, Neem
based Biopesticide, Traps and
vermicomposting. Progres-
sive farmers. Mr. Balram
Mistry and Mr.Chandrakanth
Mistry shared their concern
related to difficulty in adopt-
ing IPM practices in this era
of intensive agriculture in
spiteof the benefits of IPM
technologies.

Mrs. Anitha
Purushothaman, Panchayat
Secretary, Parnasala Gram
Panchayat requested CIPMC

to organize regular IPM
programmes so that our farm-
ers will get maximum benefits
on Organic farming. IPM Kits
were distributed to all the farm-
ers in presence of Assistant Di-
rector and Panchayat Secretary.
Mr. Azmat Qadir, SCFA, Rangat
Sub Depot, explained the use of
various kinds of traps such as
Pheromone traps, Sticky traps,
light traps and seed treatment
for prevention of disease inci-
dence in vegetable and other
crops. He also explained about
the various departmental
schemes for the benefits of the
farmers and assured continuous
support from the Department
of Agriculture and concluded the
programme with vote of thanks.

IPM Kit Dist...   (From  page 3)

Chief Guest on the occasion.
He addressed Vulnerability and
adaptation to climate change
for A&N islands. Mr. M.
Sailabudin, Principal, DIET,
Garacharma welcomed the
gathering. Dr.Mohd. Safique,
Medical Officer, PHC,
Garacharam talked about the
Basic concept of Water Sani-
tation and Hygiene (WaSH).
Mr. Aviral Saxena, Technical

Expert, GIZ chatted about
Ocean Solutions to Address
Climate Change and Its Effects
on Marine Ecosystems. Mr. A.
Gopal, Project Officer,
CPREEC, Port Blair proposed
a vote of thanks and high-
lighted Biodiversity and climate
change’s impact on
biodiversity.In the continuation
of the program, an Exposure
visit was organized for partici-

pants on 12.10.2022. The par-
ticipants observed the impor-
tance of mangroves, the im-
portance of coastal vegetation,
the role of national parks and
sanctuaries in mitigating cli-
mate change. During the visit,
the participants were taken to
BSI Garden Nayashehar,
Junglighat coastal line, ZSI
Museum and Carbyn’s Cove
mangrove Patch.

Workshop Cum...   (From  page 2)

Ferry between
Port Blair and Rangat

Port Blair, Oct 14: In view of
increase in passenger traffic
between Port Blair and
Rangat via all ports and as off
the situation being normalized
from COVID pandemic and
to facilitate the commuters
this Directorate has decided
to resume the ferry schedule

to Rangat via all ports. Now, the
ferry service between Port Blair
and Rangat will be available on
every Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day & Saturday i.e. 04 days in
a week. The ferry services will
be operated as per the follow-
ing schedule with effect from
17.10.2022.

1. PORT BLAIR TO RANGAT:
DAY ROUTE DEPARTURE TIME 

FROM PORT BLAIR 

Monday 
Rangat via Shaheed Dweep, Swaraj Dweep, 
Strait Island, Kadamtala& Long Island. 

0700 Hrs 

Wednesday Rangat via Shaheed Dweep, Swaraj Dweep, 
Strait Island & Long Island. 

0700 Hrs 

Friday Rangat via Swaraj Dweep& Long Island. 0615 Hrs 

Saturday 
Rangat via Shaheed Dweep, Swaraj Dweep, 
Strait Island & Long Island. 

0700 Hrs 

2.RANGAT TO PORT BLAIR:
DAY ROUTE DEPARTURE TIME 

FROM RANGAT 

Tuesday 
Port Blair via Long Island, Kadamtala, Strait 
Island, Swaraj Dweep& Shaheed Dweep. 

0700 Hrs 

Thursday Port Blair via Long Island, Strait Island, Swaraj 
Dweep& Shaheed Dweep. 

0700 Hrs 

Friday Port Blair via Long Island & Swaraj Dweep. 1300 Hrs 

Sunday 
Port Blair via Long Island, Strait Island, Swaraj 
Dweep& Shaheed Dweep. 

0700 Hrs 

falling sick due to Mid-Day
meal as of now.

Mr.Venketewar Rao,
Pradhan, Gram Panchayat
Shivapuram said that  he got
a call from the parent of a
child from PHC Billiground
that a few children of
Schools of Middle School
Padmanabapuram and Middle
school of Pinaki Nagar have
fallen sick and having health
issues like diarrhea and vom-
iting. 
  Acting swiftly, the
Pradhan Mr.Venketewar Rao
paid a surprise visit to
Padmanabapuram School
where he found the rice sup-
plied by the Civil Supplies
Department was of inferior
quality. Talking to Andaman
Sheekha, the Pradhan said
that during his visit he found
the workers of mid-day meal
were segregating the rice. On
a careful watch, he also
found that some unwanted

stuff like pieces of plastic/rub-
ber was reportedly found mixed
in a bag of rice.

On asking with the
mid-day meal workers about the
rice, they disclosed to the
Pradhan that they have been
segregating these unwanted
substances in the rice for the last
more than 10 days and this type
of rice is being supplied by the
Civil Supplies Department.

Later, the Pradhan him-
self ate the Mid-Day meal along
with the children to check if the
food was worth eating and
found the rice was very tough
to chew and was reportedly in-
digestible, he claimed. Later he
went to Panchawati School
where he found the same issue
with the rice.
  Meanwhile, the resi-
dents of the area told the
Pradhan that the Civil Supplies
Department is careless in sup-
plying the rice meant for the

Some children...   (From  page 1)

  (See page 6)
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400 Sq meter Singal Patta, Wimberley Gunj,
Kamsrait Dam Road

Ph No:  9933203909, 9474236793

LAND FOR SALE

Plot for sale @ Namunaghar on main roadside. Each
plot 200 sqmtr. Interested Parties May contact: 

9474205042, 9933265706.

PLOT FOR SALE

POCSO Act and ordered him
to pay a fine of Rs. 10,000/-
in default of payment of such
fine further rigorous impris-
onment of 3 (five)

months. The  Special  Court
also awarded a sum of Rs.
1,00,000/- (Rupees One
Lakh only) as
compensation for rehabilita-

tion of the victim girl. The
case was conducted for and
on behalf of the State
by Special  Public
Prosecutor Miss. A.S Zinu.

One convicted...   (From  page 1)

school children. Talking to the
members of the school com-
mittees, the Pradhan assured
that he will seriously look into
the matter so as to redress the
problem. The Pradhan has
also apprised the Deputy
Commissioner,  North
Andaman of the matter with
photographs.
  Further  talking to
Andaman Sheekha, the Di-
rector in charge of the Civil
Supplies department said that
the Department has not re-
ceived any information in this
matter so far. However, the
Director immediately directed
the concerned civil supply of-
ficial to investigate the mat-

ter and submit the report as
soon as possible. The matter
will be taken up seriously, the
Director of Civil Supplies
assured.

The million dollar
question here is that after the
incident of Model School
Port Blair the officials of
Billiground region must have
send samples of rice supplied
for Mid-Day meal to Food
Safety unit for thorough in-
vestigation immediately after
this incident but in this case,
this has not been done yet.
Without any such tests this
will  be unfair  to blame
School authorities or Civil
Supplies for any mismanage-

ment.
Further investigat-

ing, Andaman Sheekha Daily
when contacted health offi-
cials of Billiground PHC it
was informed that three
school students of the region
who had mid-day meal and a
few other  children from
nearby region who had not
consumed any mid-day meal
had also shown similar symp-
toms today when they were
brought to hospital, hence
there is a need to find whether
some other factors are re-
sponsible for health issues
like diarrhea and vomiting
among children of the re-
gion.

Some children...   (From  page 5)

200 sq. mtrs. Land in
Tushnabad price at Rs. 4

Lakh
200 sq. mtrs. Land in

Wimberlygunj price at Rs.
12 Lakh

200 sq. mtrs.Land in
PatharGudda&MaccaPahad

Interested Party may
Contact to 9933712807/

9474214859

Land For Sale

COVID-19 status
in A&N Islands

Port Blair, Oct. 14:Three
COVID positive cases have
been detected today in A&N
Islands, of which, 2 were from
incoming flight passengers
who arrived here yesterday
tested positive. Today,
14flights with1537passengers
arrived, out of
which,1377passengers were
vaccinated with both doses
while RT-PCR test was con-
ducted on106passengers and
the reports are awaited.
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