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Thought for today
Your controlling power
should be such that you
should have only such

thoughts at a particulars
time, as you desire to have.

No more, no less.
Port Blair, Nov 08: Journalists

of Indian Journalists’ Union (IJU),
New  Delhi, currently  on a tour to
these islands, in teracted w i th the
local journalists  at Andaman Teal
House on M onday. During the
interaction, the local mediapersons
appris ed the v isi ting Journalists
about issues and challenges the
local Journalists had to face in the
post Cov id-19 situation.  

M r .  Geetartha Pathak ,
President, along w ith Mr Asem
Bhakta Singh, T reasurer Indian
Journalists’ Union (IJU) in formed

Journalists of IJU, New Delhi
interacts with counterparts in isles

the loc al mediapersons about
v ar ious  w elfare s c hem es
implem ented by  the Gov t of India
for Journalists. He informed that
apart from Gov t of India, v arious
States gov ernments hav e been
implementing w elfare schemes for
Journal ists,  including medic al
insurance scheme for Journalists
and compensation by gov ernment
in the ev ent of death of a Journalist.   

Earlier, M r. K Ganeshan,
Pres ident,  DN A (Propos ed)
w elcomed the v isiting Journalists

Port Blair, Nov  8: While the
U T Adm inis tration boasts  of
improv ed health  serv ices in GB
Pant Hos pita l ,  shor tage of
medic ines and basic  facil ities
remains a major concern for patients

‘Woe’ time for Cancer patients at GBPH;
basic treatment facilities missing

at the lone referral hospital of these
islands. Whi le the reason often
handed out by  authorities concerned
about the conditions at the hospital
is unprecedented rush of patients,
w hich is indisputable, the fact that

ev en basic facilities are not being
put in place speak v olumes about
the to ta l neglect. For Canc er
patients in these islands, i t is total
chaos at the referral hospital dealing
w ith apathy.

One Cancer patient from
Ferrargunj Tehsil has been regularly
v isiting the hospital for medicines
for the past fiv e months. But ev ery
time,  she is told that indent for
ex pensiv e medicines has been

submitted and the medicines w ill be
issued soon. For  the time being,
she is being asked by  the hospital
staff to purchase the medicines from
pr iv ate pharmac eutic al  stores

Por t Blai r,  Nov  08: The
Deputy  Commiss ioner  of North
and Middle Andaman, Ms  Anjali
Sehraw at, v isited Diglipur in North
Andam an on Saturday .  She
ins pected healthc are facil ities  at
C om muni ty  Heal th  Centre at

N&M DC reviews
progress of development

works in Diglipur

Diglipur and review ed progress of
ongoing dev elopment w orks in the
region.  T he As s is tant
Commissioner of Digl ipur and
offic ia ls  of other  gov ernm ent
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Port Blai r,  Nov  08: The
Member of Parliament of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands recently  visited
Manjeri v illage of South Andaman

Port Blair, Nov  08: Sharing
her dreams of making a name for
hers el f in  the Bolly w ood fi lm
industry,  Megha  Kaur,  the  first
genuine Bolly w ood star from the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, who
has acted in many  famous TV
serials and w as part of many  hit
v ideo albums said “ I knew  i t w ill
not go ing to be easy  for me. I am
taking baby  steps to fulfill my dreams
to bec ome succes sful in the film
line. For a girl from the Islands,  the 
dream  of  w orking  in Bollywood
is something unimaginable and

Megha Kaur wins hearts,
felicitated by MP

ac hiev ing s uccess in the fi lm
industry  is ex trem ely  tough, if not
impossible, said Megha Kaur in a
function organized to felicitate   her  

for   her   outstanding achiev ements
in the Bolly wood industry.

The Mem ber of Parliament,

MP demands supply of drinking water
in Manjeri every 2nd day, construction

of water filter bed for Manjeri

and during his v is it, the v il lagers
informed him that they  hav e been
getting untreated and muddy  drinking
w ater , w hich is  causing health

issues to the v illagers. The villagers
further informed him that despite the
fact that the v illage is located v ery

Earthquake of 4.3-
magnitude hits Port

Blair in A&N Islands
Port B la i r,  N ov  8:  An

earthquake of magnitude 4.3 on the
Richter scale hit southeast Port Blair
in Andaman and Nicobar Is lands
on ear ly  M onday  m orning.
Accord ing to National Center for
Seismology  (NCS), the earthquake
occurred 218 km southeast of Port
Blair at 5.28 am. The tremors of the
earthquake had a depth of 16 km.
“Earthquake of m agni tude:4. 3,
occurred on 08-11-2021, 05:28:29
IST, Lat: 9.98 & Long: 93.82, depth:
16 Km, location: 218km SE of Port
Blair, Andaman and Nicobar island,”
the NCS said in  a tw eet. On
Oc tober  27, an ear thquake of
magnitude 4.0 on the Richter scale
hit Diglipur area of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. Lack of wheelchair at

helipads draws flak
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Gurudas Bisw as
Billiground, Nov  8: The road

construction work carried out by  the
National Highw ay s Infrastructure
Dev elopm ent Corporation Ltd
(NHIDCL) in  some s tretches of

:: DJ Venkatesh ::
Diglipur, Nov 08: Air trav el for people w ith

disabilities can be very  challenging if w heelchair
facilities are not made av ailable at Hel ipads in

Stalled NH works
aggravate dust pollution

in Middle Andaman

roads at National Highw ay -4 has
came for heav y  criticism from the
residents  due to h igh lev el of
population. In the last few  months,
many  residents of Middle Andaman

See... Page 06

See... Page 02

Port Blair, Nov  8: Mr Vishal
J o lly ,  N ational Ex ec utiv e
Committee member BJP, Member
of Hom e M in is try  Adv isory
Committee, Gov t. of India & Former
State President BJ P A&N has
again requested to increas e the
convoy  operating betw een Jirkatang
to Middle Strait and from Middle
Strait to Jirkatang has been curtailed
and restricted to a limited mov ement
due to the COVID pandemic since
March 2020 through in his letter
addres sed to Chief Secretary,
Andaman & Nicobar Administration.

DBRAIT
registers for
IIRS-ISRO

Outreach prog.
Port Blair , N ov  8:  Indian

Institute of Remote Sensing(IIRS)
Outreach Program is organized 
w ith the objective of strengthening
the Academia and User Segments
in Space Tec hnology  and i ts
applications using online learning
platforms.    The  us e  of  Remote
Sensing, Geographical Information
Sy stem, Global Nav igation Satellite
Sy stem and associated geospatial
technologies is increasing rapidly,
creating an urgent demand for trained
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Increase number of
convoys between

Jirkatang and
Middle Strait: Jolly
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EDITORIAL
Widespread use

of Covaxin
India’s Covid inoculation project has received a shot in the

arm with the WHO granting emergency-use licence (EUL) to Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin, ending months of speculation over the fate of
the indigenously manufactured vaccine. It’s a notable achievement
for science research in the country. The jab uses a disabled virus
to trigger an immune response. While this is considered a safe
approach and provides dependable defence against the virus —
the inactivated pathogen cannot replicate in the human cells but
triggers a broad-scale immune response involving both antibodies
and T cells — the vaccine has been dogged by avoidable
controversies ever since it receiv ed the Ind ian regulator’s
emergency-use approval (EUA) in January when results of phase-
3 of its clinical trials were not out. The WHO’s EUL should put all
doubts to rest and pave the way for its widespread distribution as
well as remove uncertainty regarding travel abroad by Covaxin
recipients — immediately after the WHO’s  approval, the US
announced that travellers who have taken both shots of the vaccine
will be allowed into the country from November 8. The EUL also
brightens the prospect for the Hyderabad-based company’s vaccine
for children, although that it will be subject to different regulatory
procedures.

Covaxin’s contribution to the country’s inoculation has been
below expectation. Barely 12 per cent of those vaccinated against
the virus have received Covaxin shots. While the country is past
the phase of griev ous vaccine shortages, Bharat Biotech has
failed to ramp up production to the extent it was envisaged. There
does not seem to be any clarity over the company’s production
capaci ty with the Centre and t he vaccine m anufacturer citing
widely disparate figures. The WHO’s vote of confidence should
put the ball in the court of the Hyderabad-based firm. Covax, the
vaccine alliance that supplies vaccines to poor nations, procures
only the vaccines that have gone through the global health agency’s
approval procedures. The allianc e is reportedly facing an acute
shortage of supplies. Nearly 100 countries have vaccinated less
than 10 per cent of their population, rendering almost impossible
the WH O’s target of inoculating at least 40 per cent of the
population in all nations. The EUL to India’s homegrown jab could
enable the world to step up its fight against the virus if Bharat
Biotech is able to improve its production capacity. Last month, a
government expert committee recommended EUA for Covaxin in
the age group of 2-18 years. This means that the Drug Controller
Genera l of India is a step away from clear ing the use of the
vaccine for children. Ocugen Inc, Bharat Biotech’s North American
partner, has als o reportedly submitted an application to the US
Food and Drug Administration for the use of the shot for paediatric
use in the country.  The world is  at a crucial  — by all ac counts,
decisive — phase in its fight against the virus. The Hyderabad-
based company has an opportunity, and responsibility, to position
Indian scientific research at the core of this endeavour.
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RAFALE DEAL: CBI WAS AWARE OF KICKBACKS,
ALLEGES FRENCH JOURNAL

French inv estigative news outlet
M ediapart has publ is hed new
documents w hich it claims are “bogus
inv oices ”  used by  a ircraft maker
Dassault Av iation to pay  up to €7.5
million in secret commissions to a firm
ow ned by  a middleman, in order to
facilitate the sale of the Rafale fighter jet
to India.

The deal has been in the spotlight
after the July appointment of a French
judge to lead a “ highly  sens itiv e”
judicia l inv estigation into it fo llow ing
al legations  of “ c orruption and
fav ouritism” in the sale of 36 Rafales
to India in 2016 for an estimated €7.8
billion (Rs 59,000 crore).

The report claims alleged a firm
contro lled by  al leged middlem an
Sus hen Gupta,  Inters tel lar
Technologies, receiv ed at least €7.5
million from Dassault betw een 2007-
2012, "thanks to IT contracts that were
clearly  ov erbilled, and from  w hich
most of the money w as discreetly  sent
to Mauritius using a sy stem of alleged
false inv oices".

The story  by  Mediapart’s Yann
Philippin, w ho has cov ered the deal in
the past, say s Ind ian inv estigativ e
agencies like the Central Bureau of
Inv estigation (CBI) and Enforcement
Directorate (ED) w ere aw are of the
inv oices since at least 2018 but took

no action on it.
"It inv olv es offshore companies,

dubious contracts and false inv oices.
Mediapart can rev eal that detectiv es
from India's federa l police force, the
Central Bureau of Inv estigations (CBI),
and colleagues from the Enforcement

Directorate (ED), w hich fights money
laundering, hav e had proof since
October 2018 that French av iation firm
Dassault paid at least 7.5 million euros
(equiv alent to just under Rs 650 million)
in secret commissions to middleman
Sushen Gupta," Mediapart claimed in
the report.

Gupta had been a person of
interest to the Enforcement Directorate

(ED), w hich had accused him of being
a middlem an in the AgustaWestland
VVIP chopper scandal, stating that he
held classified documents, draft letters
and sensitiv e information about the
Defence Ministry, Indian Air Force and
Hindus tan Aeronautics Ltd. He w as

arrested by  the ED in 2018.
As par t of this case, Maur itian

authorities sent documents related to
the company to the CBI and ED. While
the docum ents w ere sent to the CBI
on October 11, 2018, a w eek after the
CBI rec eiv ed a formal compla int
alleging corruption in the Rafale deal, it
did not open an inv estigation “ev en
though just sev en day s after that

corruption complaint w as filed it received
inform ation prov ing that sec ret
commissions had indeed been paid,”
the report said.

The Mediapart report notes that
“Dassault”  is incorrectly spelt “Dassult”
in one of the inv oices, dated May  19,

2009. Phi lippin tw eeted s ay ing an
employ ee of Sushen Gupta’s law y er
told the CBI that the inv oices w ere
"fak e".

Earlier  th is y ear,  Mediapart
reported that a company  controlled by
Gupta had been commiss ioned to
make 50 large replica models of the
Rafale follow ing the s igning of the
Indo-French contract in 2016.

Both Dassault and the Indian
defence m inistry  hav e in the past
trashed allegations that there w as any
corruption in the contract for 36 Rafales.
In 2019 the Supreme Court of India
als o dis miss ed petitions s eeking a
probe into the deal say ing there w as
no ground for it.

BJP IT Cell head Amit Malv iy a
tw eeted Mediapart’s story, alleging that
it w as the UPA gov ernment that
collected kickbacks.

“Das saul t pa id €14.6 M n to
intermediary  Sushen Gupta ov er the
period 2004-2013 to sel l R afa le. So
UPA w as c ol lec ting kick bac ks  but
couldn’t clos e the deal? NDA later
sc rapped it and got into a c ontract
w i th the Frenc h Gov t, w hich ups et
Rahul Gandhi no end,”  he tw eeted.

On  N ov em be r 7,  Ind ia
repor tedly  lifted its ban on dealings
w i th Ita lian fi rm Leonardo ( former ly
k now n as Finm ec c anic a) , w hic h
had been banned for  i ts  role in  the
VVIP helicopter s cam . the ban w as
im pos e d i n  20 14 fo l low i ng
allegations  of corruption in  the R s
3,600 c rore contrac t to  s upply
helic opters  to  c arry  the prim e
m ini s ter ,  v ic e pr es ident  and
president. How ev er,  inv estigations
into the cas e against the com pany
by  the CBI and ED are sti ll ongoing.

‘Woe’ time for Cancer.. from... Page 01
spending money  from her  w allet.
The patient is not alone w ho has
been bearing the brunt of apathy  of
the health authorities here. The
prac tice of div er ting patients to
private pharmacies and diagnostic
centres has been prev alent for the
past many  months rendering the
poor families in a state of bother being
forced to spend hundreds of rupees
for the medicines and tests, w hich
otherw ise could be done easily  at
the free of cost, as per reports.

 ”Ex pec tations were  high of
improv ed serv ices in the GB Pant
Hospital after the establishment of
the Medical  College, but s adly
draw backs continue in the hospital.
Shortage of medicines, testing
facilities at the lone referral hospital

is surprising.  F or the pas t fiv e
months , I am being told that the
indent for the medicines hav e been
placed and the m edicines w ill be
av ailable soon. But the deficiency
prev ails till date and I am compelled
to purchase the medicines  from
priv ate pharmacies. Similarly, other
c ancer  patients  needing
Chemotherapy of complain of non-
av ailability  of beds in the hospital. If
this is  the situation in the referral
hospital, one can easily  imagine the
plight in health institutions located in
other parts of these islands. The top
bras s of the Health  Department
should make certain the av ailability
of es s entia l  m edic ines and
components in the stores for the
benefit of patients,”  said the patient.

DBRAIT registers .. from... Page 01
manpow er. T he programs are
av ailable through Internet and the
liv e and interactiv e ses sions are
conducted by  ex perts from IISR-
ISRO and other  k now ledge
Insti tutions.   Dr . B.R Ambedk ar
Institute of Technology  (DBR AIT)
has  s uc c ess ful ly  reg is tered
among other 1048 plus academic

ins ti tu ti ons ,  g ov ernm ent
departments and industry  of the
c ou ntry  f or  the  Outre ac h
Program . Now  the students and
faculties  of DBR AIT  c an attend
the online cours es  offered by
IIRS to enhance thei r ski ll  and
know ledge in the field  of Remote
Sens ing & GIS.

MP demands supply.. from... Page 01
close to Dhaniakhal i Dam, the
v illagers are getting drinking w ater
only  on ev ery  thi rd day, w hich is
grossly  insufficient for their daily
routine. The Member of Parliament
personally  v isited v arious w ater
sources in the v illage and found that
w ater supplied to them is untreated
and muddy . C ons idering the

problems being faced by  the villagers
of Manjeri, the Member of Parliament
requested the Secretary of APWD to
prov ide w ater to the v illage ev ery
second day  and also construct a filter
bed for w ater treatment in the v illage,
so that the v illagers can get treated
w ater and sav e themselv es from
w ater related diseases.

N&M DC reviews.. from... Page 01
depar tments  ac companied the
Deputy  C ommissioner during the
v isit. The Deputy  Commiss ioner
also visited Kunal Fresh Water Fin

Fish Hatchery  constructed under
the Pradhan M antri  M ats y a
Sam pada Yojana sc hem e in
Diglipur.

Increase number.. from... Page 01
Due to the imposition of the abov e
restriction of mov ement of conv oy
the essential serv ices also badly
affecting the life and liv elihood of the
entire population liv ing in logistically
constrained distric t o f North &
Middle Andaman, he sa id. He
mentioned that the difficulties faced
by  the commuters  especially  the
islanders of N or th & Middle

Andam an,  i t is  onc e again,
requested that the conv oy  trip
betw een Jirkatang to Middle Strait
and v ic e v ersa may  please be
increased (four instead of ex isting
numbers of conv oy ) by ensuring to
mainta in the COVID protocols as
per instruction from Gov t. of India
and Andam an & N icobar
Administration from time to time.

Lack of wheelchair.. from... Page 01
these islands. While residents in the
North and Middle Andaman region
battling poor connectiv ity ow ing to
battered road condi tions and
inadequate boat serv ices, people
w ith disabilities prefer to trav el in
helicopters. But non av ailability  of
w heel chairs at the helipad in Diglipur
has started generating resentment
among the population in the area.

“T he Wheel chair  is  not
av ailable at Diglipur Hel ipad for
people since the past six  months.
Ear l ier  a  w heel  c hai r  w as
accessible at Helipad but it is now
gone mis sing.  Most of the daily
occ upants  of Hel ic opter  are
patients and their attendees as the
adm inis tration prov ides
preferences to them due to lack of
better health facilities in Diglipur and
around. Due to th is the tickets  of

the other passengers of Helicopter
service are confirmed few  minutes
ahead of schedule,”  said a resident
of Diglipur.

“The w heel chair facility  is
available w ith Ambulance serv ices
of adm in is tration only . If any
pass enger w i th dis abili ties or
patient need to w ithout refer from
CHC Diglipur then need to arrange
standby  at Helipad. This is same
w ith w ho trav els from other islands
to Diglipur. Long distance betw een
gate and Helicopter adds their woes
as  Autor ik shaw  or other four
w heeler are not allow ed inside the
Hel ipad prem ises . To improv e
access for people w ith disabilities
and patients administration need to 
pos ition perm anent  w heel chair
and stretc her at ev ery  Helipad in
Islands,”  said some others.

Stalled NH works .. from... Page 01
hav e complaint of diseases related
to breathing problems, some of
w hom hav e been admi tted in
hospital. Un-covered piles of rubble
are dumped on the open and the
enormous mounds of dirt le ft in
empty  lots, or s imply  dumped at
the roadside, is  a common sight
across the ATR.  The NHIDCL has
failed miserably  to follow  the dust
controlling norms, say residents of
Billygound.

“Agencies lik e NHIDCL w ith
bag fu ll o f ex per ience in road
construction should follow all the dust
pollution prev entiv e measure to

ensure that the health of the nearby
residents are not affected due to dust
pollution. Areas like Billy ground
bazaar, GSS Pinaki Nagar School,
GSSS Sw ades hnagar ,  PHC
Billy ground etc are areas w here
earth dumped in the open and the
enormous mounds of dirt le ft in
empty  lots or simply  dumped at the
roads ide, is a  common s ight.
Sprinkling of w ater on the dust and
cov er ing of the dust w ith  some
plastic materials  are some of the
methods, the road c onstruc tion
agencies can follow  to prevent dust
pollution,”  said v illagers.

Port Blai r, Nov  08: As  part
of the efforts to enhanc e the
transparency  and to ens ure ease
of doing business, the Department
for Promotion of Indus try  and
Internal  T rade (DPIIT )  has
launched an enhanced DPIIT G2B
Porta l .  T he D PIIT  v ide i ts
notific ation has in form ed that the
entrepreneur can now  file an
appl ic a tion for  Ind us tr ia l
Entrepreneur Memorandum(IEM)
Part ‘A’ for  the establis hment of
business  and Par t ‘B ’  upon
commencement of commercial

Industrial Entrepreneur Memorandum
(IEM) – DPITT G2B Portal

produc tion online through the
DPIIT ’s  enha nc ed por ta l .
Presently, the procedure to obtain
Indus t r ia l  Entrep reneur
Memorandum is through DPIIT
G2B Porta l.

Industr ial  Entrepreneurs
Memorandum is an application for
acknow ledgment of the industrial
unit. According to the Department
for Promotion of Indus try  and
Internal T rade, al l  ex empted
industrial from the requirements of
industrial licens ing and hav ing an
inv estment of Rs 10 Crore or

abov e in the manufacturing sector
and R s 5 c rore or  abov e in
serv ices sector are required to file
IEM.  Ac cording to the MSME
definition modified last y ear, entities
w ith the inv estment in p lant and
machinery  or equipment betw een
Rs 11 crore and Rs  50 c rore are
defined as medium enterprises.

Industr ial  Entrepreneurs
Mem orandum is requi red for the
industrial  promoter under the
categories s uch as  to  set up a
new  industr ial  undertaking, to
effect substantial ex pansion of the

indus tr ia l  under tak ing,  to
manufacture a new article, to carry
on bus iness of ex is ting MSME
units  after graduating in to large-
sc ale industry.  All  the indus trial
prom oter w ho fal ls under  the
purv iew  of the abov e definition may
v isit for registration through https:/
/s erv ices. dpii t.gov.in/lm s. For
m ore,  one may  v isi t Dis tr ic t
Industries Centre, Udy og Parisar,
Middle Point or call ov er phone no
03192-232601,  a pres s release
from  District Industries Centre
said.

Five years of demonetisation: Cash still king,
but record highs for digital transactions

Nov ember 8, 2016, w ould
hav e been like any  other normal day.
But, Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in a surprise telev ised address at 8
pm, announced that Rs 500 and Rs
1,000 currency  notes w ould no
longer be legal tender from that
midnight. The Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
notes had accounted for close to 86
per cent in currency  in circulation (in
v alue) at the time and so the mov e
shocked the entire nation.

What followed that night w as a
huge rush to markets to buy any thing
people could with the notes in hand,
w hic h w ould s oon becom e
w orthless. Many  supermarkets and
jew ellers remained open till late hours
in the w ake of the rush. For weeks
that follow ed, people had to queue
up outside banks for hours to get their
notes ex changed. There w ere long
queues outside AT Ms, too, for
w ithdraw al of cash.

Currency  in circulation, w hich
stood at Rs 17.97 lakh crore as of
Nov em ber 4, 2016, just before
demonetisation, had dropped to Rs
9.41 lakh crore by  December 23,
2016, according to Reserve Bank of
Ind ia data.  Suppor ters  of

demonetisation saw  it as a big step
tow ards making India a less-cash
and more transparent society.

How ev er, five y ears on, cash
is back and how . As of October 29,
2021, currency  in circulation stood
at Rs 29.44 lakh crore That is a
staggering 64 per cent jump since
Nov ember 2016. It is almost 14.5
per cent of 2020-21 GDP now ,
according to some estimates.

While this data may  indicate
that cash is once again the king,
w hat’s interesting is that dig ital
transactions, too, hav e surged and
hit new  records in the same period.
For instance, according to National
Pay ments  Corporation of India
(NPC I)  a rec ord 4.21 b il l ion
transactions w ere recorded on the
unified pay ments interface (UPI) in
October. The total transaction v alue
stood at Rs 7.71 lakh crore, also a
record. Interestingly, UPI w as also
launched in 2016. While it w as slow
to take off,  it c ross ed a bill ion
transactions only in 2019, and it has
picked up pace rapidly  since. The
nex t billion transactions milestone
came in just a y ear and the next one
billion in less than a y ear. The

increasing penetration of smartphones
and the internet has fuelled the growth
in d ig ital  trans ac tions.  Dig ital
transactions hav e also become a
conv enient w ay  to pay  during the
pandemic.

Today, even the neighbourhood
grocery store or vegetable seller has
a QR code, w hich one can scan
and make UPI pay ments in a snap.
Now  one can ev en apply  for IPOs
(initial public offers) of companies via
UPI. “U PI enabled customers
across a variety  of use cases, from
subscribing for an IPO to making
recurring pay ments. UPI is making
digital pay ments uncomplicated and
accessible to all, w hether person-to-
person or person-to-merchant, and
to a large degree, it has been effectiv e
in propelling India towards less-cash
economy,”  said Mandar Agashe,
founder, v ice-chairman of Sarv atra
Technologies, a banking technology
prov ider. Other digital transactions,
including credit and debit cards, too
have risen over the last few  y ears.
According to Statista, there w ere
43.71 billion digital transactions in the
y ear ended March 2021, a three-fold
jump compared w ith 14.59 billion

transactions in 2017-18.
So, if digital transactions hav e

grown rapidly, w hy  is cash also at
record lev els?

“People like to hold on to cash
for  tw o reas ons . One is  for
transactions and the second is as a
precautionary motiv e. Today, lots of
people are holding on to cash for a
precautionary  motiv e. There is still a
lot of uncertainty  (due to COVID-
19). People are spending a lot on
healthcare. In this kind of situation,
people w ould like to hold on to cash,”
ex plains Madan Sabnav is, chief
economist at CARE Ratings.

As  C OVID-19 led to
lockdow ns and social distancing
bec am e important,  dig i ta l
transactions, be i t for online bill
pay ments or  s hopping on e-
commerce platforms to ev en person-
to-person money  transfers, got a big
boost. How ev er,  for b ig-tick et
purchases, especially  in areas like
real estate and jew ellery, cash still
seems to be key.

“ In the lockdow ns, w hen w e
had to order a lot of things online,
automatically w e used digital modes
of pay ment. But, w hen y ou see real

estate sales and gold jew ellery hav e
gone up, ev en today  lot of these
transactions are carried out partly in
cash.

“ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g
demonetisation and all the rules put
in place by  the gov ernment, a lot of
smaller jew ellers are w illing to do
transactions in cash. It's a similar
case w ith real estate; if y ou w ant to
buy  a property  and not go to a big
builder, part of the transaction may
be in cash,”  said Sabnavis.

Millennials hav e taken to digital
transactions in a big w ay. According
to a recent report by  Shopify, a retail
tech platform, over 53 per cent of
millennial shoppers from non-metros
preferred shopping online. But, the
elderly  still prefer to do transactions
v ia cash, g iv en m any  are not
comfortable transacting digitally.

So, w hile digital transactions
are ex pected to continue gaining
currency, one may  not be able to do
away  with cash anytime soon.

Favourable wind speed brings Delhi's
air pollution level down marginally

Strong surface w inds low ered pollution
lev els  in the national capi tal marginally  on
Monday , and its 24-hour av erage air quality
index  (AQI) at 4pm w as in the 'v ery  poor'
category  at 390, according to agencies.

Delhi recorded 'sev ere' air quality  for three
days on the trot till Sunday  due to accumulation
of emissions from firew orks on Diw ali and crop
res idue burn ing am id unfav ourable
meteorological conditions—low  temperature,
w ind speed and mix ing height. Though 5,450
farm fires, the highest th is season, w ere

recorded in neighboring states on Sunday, their
share in Delhi's air pollution reduced from 48
per cent a day  ago, the highest in three y ears,
to 30 per cent on Monday  due to a drop in
transport-lev el w ind speed,  according to air
quality  forecast agency  SAFAR. The India
Meteorological Department said the w ind speed
v aried from eight kmph to 14 kmph.    An AQI
betw een zero and 50 is considered 'good', 51
and 100 'satisfactory ', 101 and 200 'moderate',
201 and 300 'poor', 301 and 400 'v ery  poor',
and 401 and 500 'sev ere'. SAFAR predicted a

marginal improv ement in the air quality  but said
it w ill remain in the 'v ery  poor' category.

Last y ear, the share of crop residue burning
in Delhi's pollution had peaked at 42 per cent on
Nov ember 5. In 2019, crop residue burning
accounted for 44 per cent of Delhi's  PM2.5
pollution on Nov ember 1.

Env ironment Minister Gopal Rai had, on
Sunday, w ritten to the Centre, demanding that
an emergency  meeting of Punjab, Hary ana,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan be called to discuss
the issue of crop residue burning.
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Southern Railway Recruitment
2021, Apply for Sports

Quota Vacancies @
sr.indianrailways.gov.in

Southern Railway  Recruitment 2021 | Sports Quota | 21 Vacancies | Last Dates: 30.11.2021
| Southern Railway  Job Notification @ sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in

Southern Railw ay  Recruitment 2021: Southern Railw ay  has initiated the hiring process
by  releasing the notification for recruitment against Sports Quota for the y ear 2021-22. They  are
announced 21 v acancies the posts from Lev el 2 to Level 5 in 7th CPC Pay  Matrix . Applicants
w ho are searching for Central Gov t jobs may  apply  for this Southern Railw ay  v acancy.
Eligible & willing candidates are adv ised to dow nload the application & fill the form w ith correct
details. Capable persons need to submit the Southern Railw ay  application form on or before
30.11.2021, 17.00 Hrs.

Class 12th job seekers can apply  for this Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota recruitment
2021. Applicants should submit the filled form along w ith essential documents to apply  for this
Railw ay  jobs. Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021 notification & application form are published
at w ww .sr.indianrailway s.gov.in/ w ww .rrcmas.in. Selection process consists of trial & interv iew .
Candidates need to pay  a fee through prescribed mode on or before the last date. More details
about this Southern Railw ay recruitment 2021, selection list, merit list, results w ill be uploaded
at official w ebsite.

Eligibility Criteria for Southern Railw ay  Sports Quota Vacancy  2021
Educational Qualification : Candidates should have passed Class 12th/ Graduate degree

from recognized board/ univ ersity.
Check adv ertisement for more details.
Age Limit (As on 01.01.2022)
Age limit should be 18 y ears to 25 y ears.
Refer notification for age relax ation.
To get more details about Southern Railw ay, v isit w w w .sr.indianrailw ay s.gov.in. Here

w e hav e prov ided the educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply  mode &
steps to apply. Keep checking at w w w .daily recruitment.in for latest & upcoming notices.

IOCL Recruitment 2021, Apply 2439
Apprentice & Other Vacancies @

iocl.com
IOCL Recruitment 2021 | Apprentice Posts | Total Vacancies 1900+ | Last Date 12.11.2021

| Indian Oil Refineries Recruitment Notification @ w w w .iocl.com
IOCL Recruitment 2021: Indian Oil Corporation Limited has  issued new  job notice on

22.10.2021 to fill up 1900+ v acancies in v arious Refineries. It inv ites application v ia online
mode and apply  link has been activ ated on 22.10.2021. There are1900+ candidates w ill be
recruited for Trade Apprentice & Technician Apprentice posts under the Apprenticeship Act 1961
and Refineries Division w ise v acancy  details are giv en below . Candidates who are looking for
diploma jobs in central gov t kindly make the online registration @ Indian Oil Careers. As per
the IOCL recruitment notification, online mode applications w ill be receiv ed up to 12.11.2021

Indian Oil Apprentice Recruitment Notification & IOCL Refineries Div ision Recruitment
apply  online link is av ailable @ w w w.iocl.com. Candidates w ho are seeking 12th pass Jobs
must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, ex perience and etc. Indian Oil
Corporation Apprentice selec tion w ill be based on Merit list and selected candidates w ill
undergo apprenticeship training at follow ing Refineries like Guw ahati, Barauni, Gujarat, Haldia,
Mathura, PRPC Panipat, Digboi , Bongaigaon & Paradip.  More detai ls of w w w .iocl.com
recruitment, Indian Oil New  v acancy, upcoming Indian Oil Corporation Jobs notices, sy llabus,
answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit card, result, upcoming Central Govt Jobs notifications
and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

You may  v isit Career page to get more details about w w w .iocl.com recruitment. Here
y ou will get information like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and how
to apply. Keep check w w w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming gov t
exams.

Central Silk Board Recruitment
2021 (New), Apply 60 Trainer &

Other Vacancies @ www.csb.gov.in
Central Silk Board Recruitment 2021 | Trainer & Training Assis tant Posts  | Total

Vac ancies 60 | Las t Date 17. 11.2021 | Dow nload CSB Rec ruitm ent N otification @
w w w.csb.gov.in

Central Silk Board Recru itment 2021: Central Silk Board inv i tes applic ation v ia  mail
from the eligible candidates to attend a w alk- in interv iew  for pos ts of Trainer and Training
Assistant on contractual basis under the “Scheme for Capacity  Building in Tex tile Sector”
know n as Sam arth implemented in Varanasi Cluster (Varanasi & adjoining distric ts of Uttar
Pradesh). There are 60 v acancies w ill be filled by  CSB. Applicants w ho are seeking central
gov t jobs in Uttar Pradesh kindly  submit the fi lled application form through mail on or before
17.11.2021.

Centra l Silk Board Recruitment 2021 Notification & CSB recruitment application form
is av ailable @ w w w .csb.gov.in.  Candidates w ho are seeking 10th pass jobs/ 12th pass
jobs must check their eligibility  i.e. educational qualification, age limit, ex perience and etc.
CSB selection w ill be based on Interv iew . The interv iew  w ill be conducted at Varanasi in the
las t w eek of N ov ember 2021. M ore details  of w w w .cs b.gov .in recruitment,  CSB new
v acancy, upcoming notices, sy llabus, answ er key, merit list, selection list, admit c ard,
result, upcoming central gov t jobs notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

THDC Recruitment 2021, Apply
100 Apprentice Vacancies @

thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021 | ITI Trade Apprentice Posts | Total Vacancies 100 | Last Date

30.11.2021 | Dow nload THDC Recru itment Notification @ thdc.co.in
THDC Recruitment 2021: THDC India Limited, A Mini Ratna Sc hedule `A’ C ompany,

inv ites application from  eligible candidates for the post of ITI Trade Apprentice in Tehri Unit.
THDC India Limi ted has recently  published the recruitment notification [Adv t. No. 01/2021]
for THDC Apprentice Recruitment 2021. There are 100 v acancies are filled by  THDC India
& T rade w ise v acancy  details  are giv en in the official  noti fication. Candidates  w ho are
searching 10th pass jobs in Central Gov t kindly  subm it the application form v ia post on or
before 30.11.2021.

THDCIL recrui tment 2021 Appl ication Form and THDC  Recruitment notific ation is
av ailable in THDCIL w ebsite (thdc.co.in). Candidates w ho are seeking ITI jobs must check
thei r elig ibility  i.e.  educational qualification, age limit, ex per ience and etc. The selec tion
process  of candidates w ill be based on merit list and selected candidates w ill be undergo
apprenticeship training at U ttarakhand. M ore details of thdc .co.in  recru itment, upcoming
THDC  India L imited notices,  merit l ist, se lection list, admit card, resul t, upcoming central
gov t notifications and etc. w ill be uploaded on official w ebsite.

Applicants are adv ised to make sure that they  are meeting the eligibility  requirements as
per the v acancy  notification for the post before submitting the applications. Here y ou w ill get
details of Apprentice posts like educational qualification, age limit, application mode, fee and
how to apply. Keep check ww w .daily recruitment.in regularly  to get latest updates & upcoming
govt ex ams.

JIPMER Recruitment 2021,
Apply for Assistant Professor

Vacancies @ jipmer.edu.in
JIPMER  Recruitment 2021 | As sistant Professor Posts  | 03 Vacancies | Last Date:

02.12.2021 | JIPMER Job Notification @ jipmer.edu.in
JIPMER Recruitment 2021: Jaw aharlal Institute of Post Graduate Medical Education &

Research (JIPMER) has released recruitment notification on 03.11.2021. As per JIPMER
Puducherry  recruitment 2021 notification, they  ex pect application from eligible persons for the
post of Assistant Professor posts in v arious discipline. Central Gov ernment job seekers may
use this chance to join in JIPMER jobs. The Last date to submit the JIPMER application form
for these 03 v acancies is 02.12.2021. JIPMER recruitment 2021 notification & application form
are av ailable at w w w.jipmer.edu.in.

JIPMER is going to recruit candidates on contract basis. Applicants should hav e attained
the prescribed educational qualification & age lim it. 1 y ear/  3 y ears teaching & research
ex perience in relev ant field is required to apply  for JIPMER recruitment 2021. Appointments
w ill be at Puducherry. Contract period is 11 months. Aspirants need to pay  a fee through
prescribed mode on or before the last date. They  are planned to hire candidates by  conducting
the interv iew . Intimation about the interv iew  w ill be prov ided by  the Institute. More details of
JIPMER  recruitment 2021, selection list,  merit list, results & upcoming job notices w ill be
uploaded at official w ebsite.

Steps to Dow nload JIPMER Puducherry  Recruitment 2021 Notification
Go to official w ebsite jipmer.edu.in.
Click on Jobs, find & click on Recruitment for the Post of Assistant Professor (on contract

basis) in various disciplines.
Read the notification.
Dow nload the application form.
Fill the form & submit through prescribed mode.
To get more job opportunity  at JIPMER,  check w w w . jipmer.edu.in. Here w e hav e

prescribed educational qualification, age limit, selection process, apply mode & steps to apply.
Keep checking at w ww .dailyrecruitment.in for latest updates.

AFFIDAVIT
I Malati Howlader W /o. Jatan  Howlader, with Aadhar Card

No.8715290, R/o Ramnagar under Diglipur Tehsil in North And Middle
Andaman District do hereby solemnly affirm and declare and as under:

1. That my name mistakenly is Malthi Howlader and  Maloti
Howlader being Sons Kunal Howlader

 Birth Cert ificate No.7/208, and Tuhin Hawlader Birth Certificate
No13/206.

2.    That my correct name is Malati Howlader being  my Aadhar
Card and other Documents.

3.    That I would like to be rectification sons birth certificate
That son Kunal Howlader being

Registration No.7/208 and Tuhin Howlader being Registration
No.13/206 hence th is affidavit    as Malati Howlader instead of Malthi
Howlader and Maloti Howladerfor all official purpose.  for all official
ouroose.

4.  That I am swearing this affidavit correct Name Malati Howlader
and mistake name  Malthi Howlader and Maloti Howlader are same
person hence this Affidavit.

5.   That Affidavit being correction my Sons Kunal Howlader and
Tuhin Howlader Brith  Certificate in my name.

That the above declaration is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief nothing have been concealed thereof.

Deponent

LOST
I lost my driving license SL. No. AN0120120000951 issued

in the name of SUBHARDHAN TIRKEY S/o RIMESH TIRKEY,
R/o  Nabagram. Lost at Diglipur Bazaar. Finder please call
9531976984.
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OPEN SECRETJournalists of IJU,.. from... Page 01
of IJU and informed about the issues
and di fficulties faced by  the local
Journalists to run their new spapers
in the islands. He said that post
Covid-19, the media here has been
facing difficulties , both in terms of
dip in priv ate and gov ernm ent
adv ertisements, causing huge
financ ia l  loss es  and the un-
s uppor tiv e behav ior  of the
administration towards local media. 

Megha Kaur wins.. from... Page 01

Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma felicitated
Megha Kaur at a function attended
by  prominent islanders and media
persons. Speaking on the occasion,
M r Kuldeep R ai  Sharm a
congratulated   Megha Kaur for her
outstanding achiev ements in the
Bol ly w ood indus try .
‘‘We are proud of w hat y ou hav e
achiev ed in such a short span
of  time.  Your  succ ess   in  the
Bolly wood film industry  w ill act as
an inspiration for other budding artists
of the islands w ho w ant to make a
career in the film industry” , said Mr.
Kuldeep.  The MP also appreciated
Reenu Kaur-mother of Megha Kaur
for standing behind her and going all
out in supporting Megha to pursue
her dreams as artists in the film
industry.  Megha has  set an
ex ample for others to emulate and
fulfil their dreams in the film field, he
said. Narrating about her  passion
tow ards arts and c ul ture,  the

Member of Parliament informed that
he is w ri ting a book  on his
ex perience tow ards life and after
completion of his book, he also plans
to make a tele-film on social issues.
T he gues t of honour,  M r. K
Ganeshan, former Chairperson,
PBMC, Smt Zubiada Begum, Smt
Ratna Kannan, former Chairperson,
SWB also spoke on the occasion.

They  all blessed Megha Kaur
for her success in her life. Smt
Reenu Kaur s hared about her
struggle to support Megha pursue
her dream in the Bolly w ood film
indus try. Her m other Smt Reenu
Kaur is a single mother, w ho too
struggled hard to make both ends
m eet.  She enc ouraged and
motiv ated Megha to participate in
v arious c ultural and co-c urricular
activ ities w hen she w as only  3 y rs
old. She got her admiss ion in
v arious cultural activ ities classes
from a v ery  young age. Still she is

her  mentor and guide. Earlier,
Megha Kaur shared her ex perience
and journey  from Port B lair  to
Mumbai.  Now  after a lot of struggle
and hard w ork, her hard w ork has
y ielded good results.  She said that
it is only  becaus e of the a ll out
suppor t of her m other she could
dream of becoming a Bolly w ood
actress. She also talked about the
s uc cess  of her  v ideo album
“ Loc kdow n M ain M ora
Saiy aan’ w hich won the hearts of
millions of people across the globe.
She said another  of her musical
v ideo albums, the shooting of  
w hic h was   held at  Yerev an,
Arm enia w ill  be releas ed nex t
month. 19 y rs old Megha Kaur
needs no introduction as she already
earned laurels for  her acting skills
and featured in many  telev ision
soaps and commercials. She is a
classical dancer  w ho also has a
good hand in w es tern danc e.

Considering dance to be her  first
lov e, she has done total justice to
her debut music v ideo. Megha was
the participant in the Danc e Plus
Season-2 and after clearing the
league round entered the TV round
in Mumbai.  She credits her mother
for her continuous support in her
dance journey.  She then took
adm ission in the Kings United
Kingdom of Ar ts  Cours e,  an
International fame Dance Institution
and completed her one year course.
Megha also completed her acting
course in M umbai and w as a
student of Lets Act Academ y  and
Mukesh Chhabra. She has featured
in many famous TV soaps such as
Crime Patrol telecast by Sony  TV,
Fear F iles in midnight Ghost TV
serial a t Zee TV and Sav adhan
India in Star Bharat, Dance India
Dance as  als o m any  T V
adv er tis em ents ,  d igi ta l
adv ertisements.

Port Blair, Nov  08: The long w ait is ov er now
and the finally  most aw aited Short Film “The Wrong
Decision”  is out now  .The Full Video is released on
the v ery  dedicated channel “Mr. Himank”  In frame
introducing Himank Kumar maria (Mr. Himank) and
Neeraj Kumar ( Mr.Ank ) as lead actors.

The mov ie has been directed by  Mr. Himank,
Co-director, Sadab D’Cruzz, Assistant Director,
Gaurav  Sarkaar, Producer, Harish Kumar and has
been shot in these islands. The mov ie is digitally
supported by Zay ed Khan ( X-Ta-Sea Ev ents Pv t.
Ltd.)

Special  Thanks:- Papa, Mummy  , J ai Hind
Enterprises , New Chennai store , Zayed Khan and
all the Supporting Actors And Crew  members As the
v ideo is already screening in Mr. Himank’s channel
v ery  successfully, it shows the positiv e response of
the view ers and the short film for sure is going to be

Release of short film “The Wrong Decision”

a big hit w ith all the lov es of the v iew ers.. 
We need to support this initiativ e more and
more so our island c an make marks in the

national lev el in this field too and more y ouths
come forw ard and make such show case of
talent, said Mr Zayed Khan

Port B lai r ,  N ov  8:  T he
Combined Annual Training Camp
for 198 Senior Div ision/Wing Nav al
NC C C adets  and Arm y  N CC
Cadets commenced at JNRM, Port

Annual Training Camp for Naval,
Army NCC Cadets gets underway

Blai r  on 08 N ov  21.   C ol .
A. Viv ek ananda, Com manding
Officer,1 AN Indep Inf Coy  NCC,
Camp Commandant addressed the
cadets  and m otiv ated them to

inculc ate discipline in their day  to
day  li fe and gain m ax imum
professional ex perience during the
Camp. He reiterated the importance
of thes e cam ps  in foster ing

camaraderie and core values of the
Armed Forces. Lt Cdr Ank it Pant,
Commanding Offic er,1 AN NU
NCC, Deputy  Camp Commandant
brie fed the cadets about the
precautions to be maintained keeping
in v iew  the prev alent C OVID
scenario. Associate NCC Officers,
Care Takers, Permanent Instructor
and staff of the units are proactively
inv olv ed in the conduct of the camp. 
 During the camp the cadets w ill
undergo classroom and prac tical
training related to a w ide spectrum
of s ubjec ts  l ik e Pers onal ity
Dev elopm ent,  Dis as ter
Management, Health & Hygiene in
addition to Serv ice Subjec ts and
Weapon Training.

Po rt B lair, Nov 8: The
Isla nds S po rts Kara te  -Do
team consisting  of 12 players
trained by Master M.D.Selvam
Bla ck belt 7th Dan  (Jap an)
after successful pa rticipa tion
in th e A ll In d ia S eiko ka i
Karate DO Cha mp io nship
a pp ro ved by the KARATE

Isles Karate–Do
teams bags medals

in Natnl. C’ship

INDIA ORGANIZATION
a ffilia ted with  WORLD
KARATE FEDERATION, was
h eld  a t Deh era d u n ,
Uttrakhand from 26th to 28th
Octo b er 2 0 21 ,  th e  tea m
retu rn ed  with  th u m b in g
victory b y win ning 9 Meda ls,
in Kumite and Kata.

Stay Home! Stay Safe!


